This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  library  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 
to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 
to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 
are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  marginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 
publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  this  resource,  we  have  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 

We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  from  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attribution  The  Google  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  informing  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liability  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.  Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 


at|http  :  //books  .  google  .  com/ 


*n?5 


Jl 


iiT.eti   '^pjx.'js^ . 


THE 


LIBRARY 


OP 


AMERICAN  BIOGRAPHY 


CONDUCTED 
Br  JARED   SPARKS. 


VOL.   II. 


NEW  YORK: 

FOBUSBSD  BT  HABPER  AND  BR0THEB8. 

1846. 


■SSI 


iA- 


LIVES 


OF 


ALEXANDER  WILSON 


AND 


CAPIAIN   JOHN   SMITH. 


NEW  TORK: 

FDBLISHSD  BT  HABPER  AKD  BR0THSB8. 

1846. 


Batflrad  aoeordlqg  to  act  of  CongraM  In  tin  year  ISH 
ty  Jabbs  SrABKa, 
in  tlMdorkHi  odloe  of  tha  Diatrtct  Court  oftlia  Diatrict  of  MaaaMAini 


CONTENTS. 


LmB   OF  AUBXAKDfiB  VftLfUm, 

By  W1IJ.IAM  B.  O.  PSAB<»T. 


harm  €r  Captaiv  John  Smith, 

Bj  GCOROE   S.  HiLLARD.  . 

Preface 173 

CHAPTER  I. 

His    Birth,  early  Adventures,  and  hrilHani 
Achievements  in  the  Turkish  Wars.  .     .     .  177 

CHAPTER  H. 

His  Captivity,  Escape,  and  Return  to  Bng' 
land. *®^ 


HARVARD  Dl 


ANDOVER«HAR\   \ 

U     I 


J 


C0NTE!fT8. 


CSIFTEK  1 


JKs    Btff& 


ITI 


-fciir^«-.    .    .177 


in. 


^^Cfl 


IM 


C^STKSTS. 


CHAPTER  in. 


SUU  9f  jmUU  FviEme  im  Emgimmd  n  Rigmd 
i0  {Mnuzim^  tht  ciast  mf  Amtricm. — SmUk 
htcmma  tmUrtsUd  m  iht  Smiyitt.  —  EOak- 
UihmeM  mfiic  Yirgudm  mmd  Pl^mmdk  Cba- 
ftadts.  —  Am  Erpeditimi  stts  JSmii  frwm 
Knglamd,  —  Dtsstmsimms  «■  tic  Ymf^gt. — 
Arrie^  im,  Virgimia, 2M 

CHAPTER  IV. 

Earfy  Struggles  of  the  CMom^.  —  AdiDt  Bxer^ 
Utm%  of  CaptaiM  Smiik  ts  prwvidmg  FML 
OMd  S9^pre9simg  LumbordiMatietL,    ....  216 

CHAPTER  V. 

Captain  Sadtk's  Ctqftivity  amomg  the  BuSams. 
—  His  Life  is  saved  hy  PocahmUas,  —  IBs 
Return  to  Jamestown, 229 

CHAPTER  VI. 

Arrival  rf  Newport  from  England.— His  VisU 
to  Powhatan.  — His  Return 243 

CHAPTER  VII. 

Captain  Smith  explores  the  Chesapeake  in  two 
Expeditions.  —  He  is  chosen  President  of  the 
Colony 256 


CONTBNTS.  Tli 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

Second  Arrival  of  Newport,  —  Abortive  JEJzpe- 
dition  to  explore  the  Interior.  —  It^udidous 
Conduct  of  the  Council  in  England. —  Their 
Letter  to  Captain  Smth.  —  ERs  Repfy.   .     .  278 

CHAPTER  IX. 

Difficulties  in  procuring  Provision.  —  Ctig^tain 
&nith*s  unsuccessful  Attempt  to  obtain  Pos^ 
session  of  Powhatan*  s  Person 203 

CHAPTER  X, 

Ciiptain  Smith's  Adventures  with  OpeehancO" 
nough,  Chief  of  Pamunkey.  —  His  Return 
to  Jamestown 306 

CHAPTER  XI. 

Troubles  with  the  Indians.  —  Scarcity  ofPro^ 
visions.  —  Mutinous  and  treacherous  DispO' 
sition  of  some  of  the  Colonists.  —  Arrival  of 
Captain  Argall. 317 

CHAPTER  XII. 

New  Charter  granted  to  the  Virginia  Compa^ 
ny.  —  Expedition  despatched  to  Jeanestown. 
-I—  Confusion  which  ensues  on  its  Arrival.  — 
Captain  Smith  returns  to  England.      .     .     .  332 


COVTKVTS. 


CHAPTER  Yni 
m  Ctpimm  Omits 


845 


CHAPTER  XIV. 
ekmUVsJu^  Vmf€^  U  Nm  EmgUmd.  353 

CHAPTER  XV. 

CapMn  8mitk  smb  a  seumd  Tme  for  Nem 
England. — Is  taken  hy  a  Jpyenck  Squadron 
and  carried  to  France,  —  MMikes  Ms  Escape. 
—  Arrives  in  England,  —  RnbUskes  Ms  De- 
scription of  New  England. 358 

CHAPTER  XVI. 

Visit  of  Pocahontas  to  England  —  Captain 
Smith's  Interview  with  her.  —  Death  of 
Pocahontas 367 

CHAPTER  XVn. 

Certain  Smith's  Examination  hy  the  Commis- 
sioners for  the  Rrformation  of  Virginia.  — 
His  Death.  — His  Character 384 

NOTE. 
Aceomt  of  Captain  Smith's  Writings.      .    .  3d8 


^ 

^ 

^ 


4. 


1  ^V 


i 


t 


« ^ 


LIFE 


ALEXANDER    WILSON; 


feT 


WILLIAM   B.  O.  PEABODT. 


1  i^ 

VOL.    II.  1 


*?i; 


—       COMUCTKl)  UV        "^ 


irrrti  ^paxh^, 


THE 


LIBRARY 


OP 


AMERICAN  BIOGRAPHY 


CONDUCTED 
£t  JARED   sparks. 


VOL.   II. 


NEW  YORK: 

FOBIJSHBD  BT  HARPEB  Ain>  BBOTHSBS. 

1846. 


i7& 

■321 


K    ^ 


LIVES 


or 


ALEXANDER  WILSON 


ASD 


CAPIAIN   JOHN   SMITH. 


NEW  YORK: 

FDBLISHXD  BT  HABPEB  AND  BB0THKB8. 

1846. 


■SSI 


a.L£xa.:ki>sl:k.    ^w 


IX.SOj[ 


CAPYA.1H      J0^3V     SSITa. 


1&4«^ 


Ja\\ 


—       COMMfTKIl  UV 


^ES'vT 


\  ^ 


'Jm.  Jt;Jj 


THE 


LIBRARY 


OF 


AMERICAN  BIOGRAPHY 


OOHDVCTBD 
£t  JARED   8PARK8. 


VOL,   II. 


NEW  YORK: 
PDBIJSHKD  BT  HARPEB  Ain> 
1846. 


LIVES 


OF 


ALEXANDER  WILSON 


AIXD 


CAPrAIN   JOHN   SMITH. 


NEW  YORK: 

PUBLISHED  BT   HARPER  AlTD  BROTBXB8. 

1846. 


14  AMKAICAJI    BIO«mAPHT. 


oat  of  liis  wmj  to  vkii  the  viHage  of  AAel 
staodbrd,  at  one  tioie  tbe  rwiriBnpp  of  Ehnie,  the 
author  of  ''IXngjK,^  and  of  Bbir,  the  author 
of  ""TheGnre."  Bat  his  taun  ivere  not  wholly 
onprofilable ;  aiiioe,  tboagfa  fas  poduc  became  no 
heavier,  his  Ivait  greir  lighter;  he  became  more 
fmiiljar  with  meo,  aod  gained  periia|B  irfiat  he 
valued  aiofe,  a  greater  tuniliarity  with  nature. 
Of  the  ways  of  men  he  was  a  keen  and  sarcastic 
observo';  bat  to  the  ooatemjdatkn  of  natore  he 
gave  himself  up  with  entire  devotioo  of  heart; 
and  in  a  country  whoe  the  scenery  is  wild  and 
romantic,  and  where  every  hill  and  villey,  if 
they  had  language,  could  tell  some  stcHy  of  the 
past,  he  could  not  but  strengthen  that  solemn  and 
a&ctkmate  feeling,  which  the -grand  and  beau- 
tiful of  the  visible  world  always  in^ired  in  his 
breast.  Besides,  in  the  intervals. of  his  journey, 
he  found  time,  not  only  to  indulge  such  feelings, 
but  to  record  them ;  and  he  indulged  them  more 
safely,  thus  thrown  into  daily  contact  with  men, 
than  he  could  possibly  have  done  in  retirement ; 
and  learned,  better  than  he  otherwise  might,  the 
proportion  which  they  may  properly  bear  to  active 
claims  and  duties. 

It  does  not  appear,  that  he  gave  any,  attention 
at  this  time  to  that  pursuit,  which  is  now  insepa- 
rably associated  with  his  name.  He  tells  us  in 
his  preface  to  his  great  work,  that  birds  had. 
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engaged  his  attention  from  his  childhood }  but 
he  probably  noticed  them  as  parts  of  the  scenery, 
not  as  subjects  of  particular  interest  and  descrip- 
tion. His  thoughts  were  given  at  this  time  al<* 
most  wholly  to  poetry;  many  of  the  poems, 
which  were  subsequently  published,  show  by  their 
dates  and  incidents,  that  they  were  suggested,  if 
not  written,  in  these  rambles  ;  these  perhaps  were 
the  most  profitable  results  of  his  enterprise,  and 
these  were  few  and  small. 

While  Wilson  was  thus  engaged,  Bums  was  in 
the  blaze  of  his  fame,  at  least  in  Scotland ;  for 
in  England  his  extraordinary  merits  were  more 
slowly  felt  and  acknowledged.  The  Scottish  dia- 
lect, which  is  now  so  pleasing,  then  sounded  bar- 
barous and  uncouth  to  English  ears ;  but,  in  his 
native  land,  it  was  the  language  which  went  most 
directly  to  the  heart.  The  sudden  and  perfect 
success  of  Bums  was  not  without  its  effects  upon 
the  ardent  mind  of  Wilson.  There  were  many 
points  of  resemblance  between  the  two ;  both 
were  men  of  warm  feelings  and  passions,  and  of 
strong  and  manly  understanding;  both  had  the 
same  contempt  for  what  was  mean,  and  the  same 
admiration  for  all  that  w^s  high ;  they  resembled 
each  other  in  their  poetical  feeling;  but,  in  poeti- 
cal expression,  Bums  was  as  decidedly  superior 
to  Wilson,  as  Wilson  was  in  moral  respects  to 
him.     It  must  be  said,  to  the  praise  of  Wilson, 
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that  he  never  acquired  those  habits  of  dissipation, 
into  which  his  melancholy  feelings  and  accidental 
companions  mighty  to  appearance,  have  so  easily 
betrayed  him ;  but,  though  he  and  Bums  had 
similar  difficulties  to  coritend  with,  which  they 
met  with  equal  resolution,  the  trial  of  prosperity, 
which  the  history  of  human  life  assures  us  is  the 
hardest  of  all  to  bear,*  was  one  which  Wilson  was 
never  called  to  meet. 

Bums's  success  was  like  a  short  arctic  summer, 
which  threw  a  deeper  gloom,  when  it  departed, 
upon  all  the  winter  of  his  years ;  Wilson,  perhaps 
fortunately  for  his  virtue,  was  compelled  to  strug- 
gle with  difficulties  to  the  very  last;  and  thus, 
strengthened  by  continual  exertion,  grew  more 
virtuous  as  he  advanced  in  years,  never  failed  to 
command  the  respect  of  all  around  him,  and  wh'Sn 
he  died,  left  the  enviable  memory  of  a  life,  full 
of  difficult  and  depressing  circumstances,  but  un? 
stained  by  the  least  excess.  When  Wilson,  in  his 
youth,  sighed  for  success  like  that  of  Bums,  he 
might  have  been  comforted,  could  some  prophet 
have  assured  him,  that  he  should  lead  a  life  more 
excellent  and  honored,  and  leave  a  name  of  equal 
renown. 

Inspired  by  this  exam'ple,  Wilson  resolved  to 
publish  his  poems ;  and,  in  1789,  contracted  for 
the  purpose  with  a*  printer  in  Paisley.  But  the 
means  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  press  were 
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wanting ;  and  he  had  no  resource,  but  to  take  up 
his  pack,  and  proceed  again  upon  an  expedition 
to  sell  his  wares,  or  get  subscribers  for  hb  poems, 
as  the  case  might  be.  He  was  not  very  success- 
ful in  either  attempt,  but  he  was  not  overcome  by 
his  disappointment ;  be  kept  a  journal  during  this 
excursion,  which  is  said  by  those  who  have  seen 
it,  to  breathe  a  spirit  of  .fierce  mdependence  and 
a  detestation  of  every  thing  Ipw ;  feelings,  "which 
doubtless  appeared  in  his  manner,  and  had  their 
effect  in  preventing  his  success.  The  extracts 
from  it,  which  are  given,  are  not  so  free  and  nat- 
ural as  bis  usual  style,  and  seem  rather  prepared 
for  publication,  than  a  fiimiliar  registry  of  inci- 
dents and  feelings. 

Like  most  other  men  of  decided  cbaiacter,  he 
did  not  seek  advice,  nor  follow  it  when  it  was  giv- 
en. It  is  recorded,  that  he  submitted  his  poems 
to  critical  friends  before  they  were  published,  and 
paid  no  more  deference  to  their  suggesti<Hi8,  than 
is  usual  on  such  occasions.  Finding  that  sub- 
scriptions were  not  to  be  obtained,  be  bad  the 
book  published,  and  t6ok  it  with  him  od  another 
expedition.  A  judicious  adviser  might  have  told 
him,  that  the  character  of  a  pedler  is  not  one  that 
inspires  much  confidence,,  even  in  mercantile  trans- 
'  actions,  and  that,  in  matters  of  literature,  they  are 
among  the  last  of  the  human  race,  to  whom  one 
would  look  for  any  other  poetry,  than  such  as 

VOL.  II.  2  C  2 
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migfat  be  made  id  sdL  It  is  tiiie,  thai  he  had 
merit ;  sti3,  to  homaa  eye,  he  was  nothing  bat  a 
pedkr.  He  was  afiemnk  oooTinDed  bj  lus  own 
experience,  that  the  two  poisoits  ave  incompati- 
ble ;  each  is  loo  eograssaig.  The  man  most  ei- 
ther be  aD  poet  or  aU  pedkr;  neither  of  these 
iuterestipg  occopatioos  is  satisfied  with  a  divided 
heart.  In  one  of  his  ktteis,  he  qieaks  oo  the 
sobject,  moie  in  sonow  than  in  anger,  and  seems 
^ite  convinced,  that  a  pedkr  is  a  chancter,  whom 

**  there  are  nonetopniae; 
And  veij  few  to  kve." 

Having  found  himself  whollj  onaUe  to  dispose 
of  his  work,  he  seemed  determioed  to  renounce 
his  poetical  profession  as  well  as  the  other ;  but 
it  is  a  curious  &ct,  that,  while  there  is  no  pursuit, 
m  which  a  man  is  so  easily  wounded  by  failure, 
there  is  none  in  which  it  is  so  utterly  impossible 
to  break,  either  the  passion,  or  the  heart  in  which 
It  dwells.  As  soon  as  the  unfortunate  Candidate 
for  fame  recovers  from  the  stunning  effect  of  the 
blow,  he  rises  and  hopes  again,  trusting  to  have 
either  better  success,  better  judges,  better  subjects, 
or  some  other  circumstances  in  his  favor,  which 
were  against  him  before*  Wilson  had  quietly  re- 
turned to  his  loom;  but  having  learned  frofn  a 
friendi  that  a  debating  society  in  Edinburgh  had 
proposed  for  discussion  the  question,  whether  Fer- 
guason  or  Allan  Ramsay  had  done  most  honor 


ALSXANBSR    WILSOK.  19 

to  Scottish  poetry,  he  was  seized  with  a  desire  to 
distinguish  himself  on  the  occasion. 

He  had  never  read  the^  poems  of  Fergusson, 
and  had  but  a  few  days  for  preparation ;  but  be 
borrowed  the  work  firom  a  friend,  made  up  his 
mind  on  the  subject,  labored  harder  than  ever  to 
provide  the  means  for  his  journey,  and  arrived  in 
the  city,  just  in  time  to  bear  his  part  in  the  dis- 
cussion. The  poem  which  he  recited,  called  the 
''  Laurel  Disputed"  though  it  assigned  the  palm 
to  Fergusson,  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  the  au- 
dience, appears  to  have  had  sufficient  merit  to 
gain  for  him  considerable  respect  and  fiivor* 

At  this  time,  in  1791,  he  recited  in  public  two 
other  poems,  and  published  the  "  Laurel  Dis- 
puted "  ;  but  his  success,  though  it  seems  to  have 
been  sufScient  to  satisfy  his  ambition,  brought  him 
no  pennanent  advantage.  He  contributed  occa- 
sionally to  a  periodical  work  called  "  The  Bee," 
published  by  D.  Anderson  ;  but  The  Bee,  though 
it  profited  by  the  honey,  could  not  save  from 
withering,  the  flowers  from  which  its  resources 
were  drawn. 

He  came  near  securing  an  object  of  much  high- 
er interest  and  ambition,  an  acquaintance  with 
Bums.  Soon  after  the  poems  of  the  latter  were 
published,  Wilson  wrote  to  the  author^  objecting 
to  the  moral  tendency  of  some  of  the  pieces,  and 
stating   his   sentiments  with  freedom,  though  no 
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acquaintance  existed  between  them.  Burns  re<* 
turned  for  answer,  that  he  was  so  accustomed  to 
such  salutations,  that  be  usually  paid  no  sort,  of 
attention  to  them ;  but^  that,  as  Wilson  was  evi- 
dently no  ordinary  man,  he  should  depart  from 
his  usual  course,  and  vindicate  the  passages  in 
question.  Shortly  after,  Wilson  went  to  Ayr- 
shire, to  visit  Bums,  and  he  always  spoke  of  the 
interview  in  terms  of  great  delight.  It  has  been 
said,  that  Wilson  was  envious  of  Bums,  and  that 
their  intercourse  was  suddenly  terminated  by  some 
ojBfensive  criticbms  on  the  part  of  the  former; 
but  this  story  is  not  confirmed  by  any  good  au- 
thority, and  it  is  moreover  inconsistent  with  the 
character  of  Wilson,  who,  though  fiery  and  pas- 
sionate at  times,  always  abounded  in  admiration 
of  excellence,  and  in  every  manly  and  generous 
feeling.  His  poem  called  "  Watty  and  Meg " 
was  published  without  his  name,  and  was  at  once 
ascribed  to  Burns ;  an  acknowledgment  of  his 
merit,  which  gave  Wilson  great  satisfaction.. 

Tlie  work  which  he  liad  previously,  published, 
was  called  "  Poems,  Humorous,  Satirical,  and 
Serious,  by  Alexander  Wilson"  The  book  went 
through  two  small  editions  in  octavo,  the  sec- 
ond of  which  appeared  in  1791.  He  does  not 
seem  to  have  gsdned  any  thing  whatever  by  this 
publication.  Many  years  after,  he  wrote  in  a 
blank  leaf  of  one  of  the  copies,  ''  I  published 
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these  poems  when  only  twenty-two,  an  age  moce 
abundant  in  sail  than  ballast.  Reader,  let  thb 
soften  the  rigor  of  criticism  a  little.  Dated 
Gray's  Ferry,  July  6th,  1804."  The  great 
difficulty,  in  all  his  attempts,  is  the  want  of  grace 
and  fi^eedom  in  poetical  expression.  It  is  true, 
that  he  never  could  have  succeeded  like  Burns  in 
lyric  poetry ;  but  he  had  considerable  powers  of 
humor,  strong  feeling,  and  a  correct  obseBvaticHi 
of  nature,  which,  bad  be  not  been  defident  in 
language,  must  have  made  him  successful  ia  some 
departments  of  the  art. 

The  next  passage  in  his  hbtory  is  mifoctunate, 
if  that  can  be  regarded  as  a  misfortune,  which 
was  the  pvkicipal  cause  of  his  coming  to  America. 
The  town  of  Paisley  was  shaken  to  its  centre 
by  a  dispute  between  the  mamifecturets  and  the 
weavers.  W^^^^  ^^^  induced  by  his  position 
to  join  the  party  of  the  weavers ;  and  he  engaged 
in  the  conflict,  with  that  determined  spirit,  which 
formed  a  leading  feature  in  Us  character.  Fierce 
and  violent  were  the  satires  which  began  to  ap- 
pear, and  if  they  bad  not  wit  in  proportion  to 
their  fury,  t&ey  were  probably  not  less  accepta* 
ble  oa  this  account  to  his  own  party  ;  they  ex- 
pected no  light  touches  to  be  given  by  the 
weaverH;  beam.  Naturally  indignant  at  what  he 
believed  to  be  expression,  be  set  no  bounds  to 
his  vengeance,  and  went  so  far  as  to  write  a  most 
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severe  personal  satire  on  an  individual  in  the  place, 
who  was  represented  by  some  as  a  monster  of 
avarice  and  extortion,  though  others  speak  of 
bim  as  a  respectable  and  well-meaning  man. 

Wilson  doubtless  considered  him  as  deserving 
the  full  outpouring  of  his  vial,  for  he  was  not 
the  man  to  do  injustice  to  any,  except  when 
carried  away  by  excessive  feeKngs.  But  even 
those,  who  make  a  point  of  taking  jokes,  are  very 
apt  to  make  a  distinct  exception  of  all  of  which 
they  happen  to  be  the  subject  *,  and,  aocordmglyy 
he  who  was  the  victim  of  the  lampoon,  was  much 
less  delighted  with  it,  than  the  weavers.  The 
piece  was  published  anonymously;  and  though 
Wilson  was  suspected  of  having  written  it,  the 
fact  could  not  be  proved;  till  one  night,  as  be 
was  returning  fix)m  the  printer's,  he  was  seized  by 
some  spies,  and  papers  were  found  upon  bim, 
which  threw  sufficient  light  upon  the  birthright 
of  the  poem.  He  was  immediately  prosecuted 
before  the  sheriff,  sentenced  to  a  short  impris- 
onment, and  compelled  to  bum  the  libel  at  the 
public  cross  of  Paisley  with  his  own  hand ; 
which  last  infliction,  his  tormentors,  knowing  the 
natural  affectioti  of  a  poet  for  his  own  produc- 
tions, thought,  and  probably  were  correct  in  think- 
ing, the  unkindest  cut  of  all.  The  printer  was 
also  fined  for  his  share  m  the  publication. 
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Wilson  had  do  enduring  malice  in  his  com- 
portion ;  and  on  this  occasion  be  probably  never 
reflected,  that  what  was  sport  to  him  and  his 
companions,  might  not  be  equally  agreeable  to 
the  other  party.  He  was  also  fully  convinced 
that  the  weavers  were  suffering  under  gross 
oppression,  and  felt  that  the  extortioner  deserved 
all  the  chastisement,  that  he  was  able  to  give* 
But  he  never  thought  of  these  productions  with, 
any  satisfaction  in  his  later  years.  Nor  indeed 
was  it  long,  before  he  was  sensiUe  that  he  had 
injured  others;  for  before  he  left  Pabley  for 
America,  being  even  more  ready  to  acknowledge 
than  to  inflict  the  bjury,  he  waited  on  aocne  of 
those  whom  he  had  satirized,  aad  asked  them  to 
forgive  any  uneasiness,  which  his  attach  might 
have  occasioned.  Whether,  like  Parson  Adams, 
they  told  him,  that  they  would  rather  be  the 
subject  than  the  author  of  such  satires,  does  not 
appear;  but  it  seems  clear,  that  the  only  per* 
manent  harm,  that  was  done  by  them,  consisted 
in  the  unpleasant  recollections  which  were  left 
in  his  own  mind. 

Many  years  after,  he  sent  for  his  brother 
David  to  join  him  in  America.  When  David 
came  over,  he  made  a  careful  collection  of  these, 
pieces,  thinking  that  the  author  would  be  gratified 
to  see  them  again.  But  he  received  slender 
thanks  for  the  pjuns  he  had  taken.    The  moment 
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be  had  placed  them  in  his  brother's  hands, 
Alexander  threw  them  into  the  five,  sHying,. 
<<  These  were  the  sins  of  my  youth ;  and,  if  ^  had 
taken  my  good  old  Other's  advice,  they  would 
never  have  seen  the  li^ght."  This  anecdote  is 
creditable  to  the  father^s  good  sense,  and  equdly 
so  to  Wilson's  moral  feeling.  A  great  prtqK>rti(»} 
of  men  are  innocent,  simply  because  they  never 
were  tempted;  but  the  man,  who  can  see  and 
confess  his  transgression,  and  instead  of  palliatmg 
it  to  himself,  make  use  of  it  as  a  warning  ta 
humble  hi^  pride,  and  guard  himself  from  amilar 
oShnces,  seems  far  more  desendng  of  honor,  dian 
many  who  never  have  fallen ;  and  gains  wisdom- 
from  his  unpleasant  experience,  which  be  never 
woukl  have  had  without  it. 

This  incident  was  associated  with  odier  eauses, 
which  had  some  influence  in  efi^tmg  this  trans* 
gression,  and  combmed  with  it  to  produce  a  dis- 
gust with  his  situation  and  prospects  at  home. 
The  Revolutionary  spirit  was  spreading  from 
France  throughout  the  nations;  and  the  star  of 
^reform,  which  afterwards  turned  mto  blood.  Was 
at  this  time,  hailed  like  the  sftar  which  led  the 
eastern  sages  to  the  Savior's  feet.  Thousands  of 
men,  who  were  not  over-sanguipe  on  other  occa^ 
sions,  believed  that  the  time  was  come,  when 
every  valley  of  poverty  and  depression  should  be 
exalted,  every  mountain  of  wealth  and  tyranny  be 
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broaght  down  to  a  common  level,  and  the  reign 
of  eqjLdl  rights  and  universal  peace  and  happi* 
ness  be  at  once  established  in  the  world.  Wikon 
associated  himself  with  the  friends  of  popular 
rights,  and  entered  into  the  cause  with  his  usual 
disinterested  and  uncalcaiating  zeal ;  and  as  his  for*  * 
mer  ofience,  not  yet  forgotten,  had  caused  him  to 
be  looked  upon  with  a  suspicious  eye^  as  be  was 
detested  by  many,  to  whom  it  most  be. confessed 
he  had  given  sufficient  cause,  and  as  he  was  known 
to  be  resolute  and  daring  in  ev^  thing  which  he 
undertook,  hk  sitoation  became  more  aad  more 
nni^asant  every  day.  Like  other  sons  of  toil, 
he  was  not  bound  by  any  very  strong  ties  of 
sentiment  to  bb  native  land ;  and,  what  is  a  lit- 
tle remarkable,  he  does  not  seem  to  have  formed 
any  attachment  of  the  heart,  such  as  bind  jaea 
to  their  home* 

Here  perhaps  we  may  trace  one  cause  of  his 
want  of  success  in  poetry.  Burns  was  always 
in  love,  and  the  pasnini  never  fuled  to  kiikdle 
the  fire  of  his  genius^  he  was  enthunastically 
attached  to  his  native  land,  as  appears  from  his 
expressions  at  the  time  when  be  was  expecting 
to  leave  it  for  ever.  But  Wilson  was  more  a 
man  of  enterprise  and  action,  sBid  therefore  was 
a  stranger  to  many  of  those .  fine  feelings  and 
associations,  which  give  men  success  in  poetry, 
and  unfit  them,  in  about  the  Ame  ][aoporuou,  for 
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the  active  business  of  the  woild.  Wi]soo  .does 
Bot  often  touch  upon  the  suited ;  and,  when  ho 
does,  It  is  with  the  samexomposore,  with  which- 
he  would  speak  of  the  (fiscoveries  b  the  Arctic 
regions.  It  is  said,  that  he  once  kept  up  a  cor* 
'respondence  with  a  young  lady  of  some  rank 
and  accomplishmeitt ;  hut  it  does  not  appear  that 
his  heart  was  ever  interested  in  it ;  if  it  was,  it 
certainly  was  not  broken. 

Having  heard  iiivorable  accounts  of  America^ 
as  a  land  of  plenty  and  freedom,  he  determined 
upon  the  plan  of  emigratbg,  some  time  before 
he  put  it  in  execution.  But,  with  a  foresight 
not  by  any  means  universal  among  emigrants, 
he  considered  beforehand  by  what  means  he 
should  subsist  in  a  foreign  country.  One  of  his 
plans  seems  to  have  been,  to  qualify  himself 
for  some  mercantile  business,  and  for  this  purpose 
he  applied  to  a  firiend,  who  kept  a  school,  for 
instruction  in  the  requisite  branches;  but  after 
studying  one  day,  he  went  liis  way,  and  his 
teacher  saw  him  no  more.  The  &ct  was,  that 
he  had  not  the  means  to  pay  his  passage,  and  the 
only  way  in  which  he  could  supply  them  was 
by  applying  himself  to  the  loom.  With  his 
characteristic  determination,  he  gave  up  every 
other  pursuit,  labored  with  incessant  industry, 
and  lived  upon  a  system  so  rigidly  economical, 
that,  for  four  months,  his  whole  expenditure  did 
not  exceed  one  shilling  a  week. 
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By  this  exerdon  he'raistd  the  anMQOt  ie« 
qaired,  and  then  wailed  oa  his  firiends,  among 
others  on  the  afi»8said  teacher,  for  the  purpose 
of  bidding  them  farewell.  When  this  duty  had 
heen  performed,  he  went  on  foot  to  Port  Patrick ; 
thence,  he  crossed  to  Bel&st,  in  Ireland,  where 
he  engaged  a  passage  to  America,  on  board  the 
ship  Swift  of  New  York,  bound  to  Philadelphia* 
When  he  arrived  at  Belfast,  the  yessel  had  her 
full  number  of  passengers  ;  but,  rather  than  give 
up  the  opportunity,  Wilson  consented  to  sleep 
upon  the  deck,  through  the  whole  passage. 

Of  his  passage,  which,  under  this  arrangement, 
could  not  have  been  a  very  comfcMrtable  one,  we 
know  nothing,  but  that  he  arrived  on  the  14th  of 
July,  1794,  and  began  his  American  Ufe,  almost 
as  poor  as  he  began  his  mortal  existence*  It  is 
difficult  to  tell,.,  whether  the  light  or  the  strong 
heart  is  best  suited  to  encounter  such  difficulties 
as  this*  Wilson's  was  never  light ;  but,  however 
it  may  be  in  the  moment  of  trial,  those  who 
have  forced  their  way  through  obstacles  by  their 
own  manly  strength,  feel  a  si^tisfaction  in  the  re- 
membrance, which  the  light-hearted,  who  have 
glided  over  them,  can  never  know* 

When  Wilson  landed  in  this  country,  he  had 
but  a  few  shillings  in  his.  pocket,  and  those  bor- 
rowed from  a  fellow-passenger  ;  he  had  not  a 
single  letter  of  introduction,  nor  one  acquaintance. 
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lo  dimiBisb  the  feeling  of  solitnde,  and  give  hifio 
advice  and  society  in  a  land  of  strangers.  Us 
had  not  even  a  decided  object  in  yiew,  ufoa 
wfoich  he  might  concentrate  all  hb  exertions. 
But  the  feeling,  that  he  was  in  a  land  of  fieedom, 
prevented  his  being  oppressed  with  these  em- 
barrassments, which  often  weigh  so  heavily  on 
men  in  his  situation,  that,  like  Inrds  escaped  from 
their  cages,  they  sometimes  return  to  their  bon- 
dage. 

He  first  touched  the  American  soA  at  New- 
castle, and,  with  his  ibwling-piece  in  his  hand, 
prepared  to  walk  to  the  city.  He  v^as  delighted 
with  every  thing  he  saw^  and  his  attention  was 
most  strongly  arrested  l^  the  Inrds,  which  he  met 
with  in  his  way.  He  shot  one  of  them,  a  red- 
headed* woodpecker,  the  first  which  met  his  eye, 
and  often,  in  later  years,  be  described  his  de* 
lighted  surprise  at  the  sight  df  this  beautiM 
stranger.  This  was  certainly  a  fortunate  meet- 
ing ;  for  there  is  not,  in  all  the  IcH-est,  a  bird  more 
likely  to  attract  and  engage  attention.  Nothing 
can  exceed  the  richness  of  its  plumage,  of  pure 
white  contrasted  with  black  with  blue  reflecticm^, 
and  surmounted  by  the  bright  scarlet  of  its  head. 
Its  play&il  habits  of  intercourse  with  its  own  race, 
and  its  comical  pranks  in  its  concerns  with  man, 
or  rather  with  the  works  of  man,  are  very  amus- 
ing to  ao  observer;  and  if,  as  Witeoa  did,  he 
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finds  much  to  reward  philosophical  investigatioo* 
The  long,  barbed  tongue,  which  it  darts  inU)  the 
worm-hole  of  the  tree,  to  bring  out  the  mioiiig 
grub;  the  gland,  fiom  which  the  tongue  is  mois^ 
tened  in  such  a  manner,  that  the  iiueots  which 
it  touches  are  lost ;  the  strong  tail-feathers,  with 
which  it  supports  itself  as  it  strikes  the  rattling 
tree  with  its  hammering  bill,  these,  and  other  pe- 
culiarities of  this  bird,  would  excite  reflection  in 
a  man  like  Wilson. 

That  he  did  become  thus  interested  in  this 
bird,  is  evident  from  the  wrath  with  wlucb  be 
repels  Count  Buffon's  libel  upon  the  Woodpeck- 
er. That  naturalist,  writing  in  this  case  whoUjr 
from  imagination,  represents  these  birds,  as  con- 
demned to  lead  a  mean,  gloomy,  and  hard- 
working life,  in  a  sphere  which  is  bounded  by  the 
narrow  circumference  of  a  tree.  Wilson  resents 
the  misrepresentation,  as  if  one  of  his  friends  had 
been  the  subject  of  it ;  and  really,  if  the  Count 
had  seen  this  bird,  triumphantly  strippbg  the  ears 
of  green  Indian  com  ;  rapping  on  the  shingles  of 
the  house,  as  if  to  perplex  the  inhabitants  within  ; 
chasbg  its  fellows,  with  loud  laughs,  round  the 
branches  of  a  dead  tree  ;  or  striking  its  bill  in  the 
ripe9t  apple  of  the  garden,  and  bearing  it  off 
•oxulting,  he  would  have  been  satisfied,  that  Na- 
ture had   not  neglected  the  Woodpecker,  in  its 
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liberal  provbion  for  the  wants  of  the  festbered 
race.  This  incideDt  certainly  inspired  in  Wilson 
a  denre  to  know  more  of  these  natives  of  the 
wood ;  but  it  was  a  taste  which  he  could  see  no 
possibility  of  gratifybg  at  that  time,  if  ever.  It 
was  necessary  to  provide  for  his  oj^  subsistence ; 
for  even  in  the  land  of  plenty,  food  does  not  sup- 
ply itself;  and  the  first  question  was,  how  this 
should  be  done. 

We  presume  that  the  taste,  for  which  he  was 
afterwards  so  dbtinguisfaed,  was  formed  at  this 
time,  because  in  the  year  after  hb  arrival,  being 
desirous  to  see  the  country,  he  found  no  means  of 
gratifying  his  curiosity,  except  by  resorting  to  hb 
old  employment  of  a  pedler.  In  the  tour,  which 
he  made  in  this  capacity,  he  kept  a  journal,  as 
he  had  formerly  done  in  Scotland  ;  and  it  shows, 
that  while  he  took  note,  as  before,  of  the  manners 
of  the  people  whom  he  met,  and  the  scenery 
which  he  saw,  he  was  more  minute  in  hb  ac- 
count of  natural  productions,  and  the  birds  came 
in  for  their  share. 

But  when  he  first  arrived,  in  Philadelphia,  un- 
willing to  return  to  the  loom,  he  applied  to  Mr. 
John  Aitkin,  a  copper-plate  printer,  who  gave  hira 
employment  in  hb  own  business.  Thb  he^  soon 
relinqubhed,  and  resumed  hb  trade  of  weaving, 
having  made  an  engagement  with  Mr.  Joshua  Sul- 
livan, who  lived  in  Pennypack  Creek,^  ten  miles 
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iGx>tn  the  city.  Having  learned  that  favorable 
prospects  were  opening  to  settlers  in  Virginia,  he 
removed  to  that  State,  and  took  up  his  residence 
m  Sheppardstown.  He  was  disappointed  in  hb 
success  there ;  and,  finding  that  he  must  weave, 
wherever  he  was,  he  returned  to  Mr.  Sullivan 
at  Pennjpack.  His  peripatetic  experiences  in 
this  country,  though  they  were  not  more  honored 
than  in  his  native  land,  were  attended  with  some- 
what more  success ;  but  the  profit  did  not  tempt 
him  to  persevere ;  and  when  he  returned  iirom  the 
tour  which  has  been  mentioned,  in  which  he 
traversed  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  he  quietly 
seated  himself  upon  the  throne  of  a  village 
school. 

It  is  ho&orable  to  Wilson,  that,  while  thus  beset 
by  troubles  of  various  kinds,  he  never  failed  to 
speak  well  of  the  country  of  his  choice.  His 
Scotch  biographer  believes  that  ^^  he  did  this,  on 
the  principle  of  the  fox  who  had  lost  his  tail ; " 
and  evidently  thinks,  that  the  part  of  wisdom 
would  have  been,  to  return  to  the  trap,  where 
peradventure  he  might  lose  what  little  yet  re- 
mained of  that  appendage.  But  either  this  pleas- 
ing alternative  never  occurred  to  Wilson,  or  he 
thought  it  certain,  that  there  was  no  part  of  the 
habitable  globe  in  which  man  can  be  wholly  se- 
cure from  vexations.  In  his  very  first  letter  in 
1794,  he  says  to  his  friends,,  that,  though   the 
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country  is  not  wholly  Elysiao,  it  offers  great  ad- 
vantages to  those  who  are  disposed  to  improve 
them ;  and  that  a  weaver  from  Scotland,  if  dis- 
posed to  be  industrious,  could  save  at  least  as 
much  as  at  home,  while  he  lived  ten  times  bet- 
ter. Among  other  things,  it  was  a  pleasure  to 
live  where  good  fruit  of  all  kinds  abounded,  and 
was  not  under  the  guardianship  of  masti^,  spriqg* 
guns,  and  stone  walls.  They  roust  expect,  he 
says,  that  transplanting  a  tree  will  check  its 
growth  a  little ;  but  those,  who  persevere^  will  do 
well,  mid  may  reach  independence  and  even 
wealth  at  last.  Whenever  he  looked  on  the 
abundant  tables  everywhere  spread,  md.  rememr 
bered  the  fare  of  his  countrymen,  he  could  not 
help  being  sad,  to  think  how  poorly  they  were 
provided. 

Though  some  of  his  countrymen  ipight  think 
it  his  patriotic  duty  to  be  dissatisfied,  tbere  is  a 
plain  good  sense  in  these  observations,  which  is 
better  than  any  amount  of  sentiment  and  roman- 
tic feeling.  And  they  show,  that,  however  en- 
thusiastic he  was  in  every  pursuit  that  engaged 
him,  he  was  no  visionary  in  the  common  a&irs 
of  life.  In  these  communications  to  his  :fciendS| 
he  gave  perfectly  just  impressions  of  the  country 
of  his  adoption ;  and,  had  all  emigrants  been 
equally  sensible  and  candid  in  describing  what 
they  had  gained  by  the  change,  it  would  have 
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preTented  much  ffisappointmeiit  and  suflfering ;  for 
many,  misled  by  the  accounts  of  those  who  con- 
ceal their  mortificatiou  under  expreasbiis  of  de- 
light,  have  been  bduced  to  follow  them,  and  on 
their  arrival,  not  Boding  that  our  institutions  have 
broken  up  the  necessary  connexion  between  liv« 
ing  and  labor,  have  found  themselves  as  miserable 
and  helpless  as  if  drifting  in  the  open  sea. 

The  profession  of  a  teacher,  though  not  com* 
mooly  regarded  as  a  subject  of  human  ambition, 
and  by  no  means  honored  as  the  interest  of  soci* 
ety  requires  that  it  should  be,  was  not  without  its 
benefits  to  him.  His  first  experiment  was  made 
upon  the  Bustletown  road,  a  short  distance  from 
the  town  of  Frankford,  in  Pennsylvania*  Not 
contented  with  his  situation  here,  hd  removed  to 
Milestown,  where  he  remained  thus  engaged  fer 
several  years,  adding  something  to  the  income 
of  his  school  by  surveying  land  for  the  farmen  in 
the  neighborhood.  No  situation,  into  which  he 
could  have  been  thrown,  would  have  served  so 
well  as  this,  to  make  him  sensible  of  the  defects 
of  his  eariy  education,  or  to  put  him  in  the  way 
to  repair  them.  Accordingly  in  his  leisure  mo*- 
ments,  he  applied  himself  with  great  diligence  to 
several  important  studies,  and,  among  other  at- 
tainments, acquired  a  considerable  knowledge  of 
mathematics.  The  employment  was  not  seden- 
tary, compared  with  that  of  a  weaver,  and  above 
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that  of  a  pedler  it  was  highly  exalted.  He  suii- 
mitted,  with  a  good  grace,  to  the  labor  which  it 
required,  and  while  professing  to  instruct  others, 
was  in  &ct  educating  himself  for  the  great  under* 
taking,  which  has  made  his  name  immortal. 

While  Wilson  resided  at  Milestown,  he  seized 
an  opportunity  to  make  a  journey  on  foot  to  the 
Genesee,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  in  order  to 
visit  his  nephew,  William  Duncan.  Wilson  had 
been  enabled,  by  the  aid  of  Mr.  Sullivan,  to  buy 
a  small  farm  in  that  country,  in  conjunction  with 
Duncan,  who  lived  upon  the  estate.  Mr.  Dun- 
can's mother,  and  her  family  of  small  children, 
having  come  over  to  this  country,  needed  some 
such  asylum ;  and  Wilson,  who  had  aided,  with 
that  feeling  which  distinguishes  his  countrymen,  to 
procure  this  home  for  his  relations,  took  this  jour- 
ney on  purpose  to  visit  them,  and  do  what  he  was 
able  for  their  welfare.  A  walk  of  eight  hundred 
miles  in  that  country,  even  now,  would  hardly  be 
proposed  as  a  jaunt  of  pleasure  ;  but  Wilson  com- 
menced his  journey  with  strong  heart,  in  a  day 
when  roads  and  accommodations  were  diiferent 
from  what  they  are  now,  and  returned  after  an 
absence  of  twenty-eight  days.  Mr.  Duncan's  farm 
was  in  the  town  of  Ovid,  in  Cayuga  county. 

Many  of  his  letters  to  this  young  man  are 
preserved,  and  are  exceedingly  interesting  as 
exhibitions  of  his  manly  character  and  feeling. 
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Somettaies  they  are  sufficiently  short  and  sarcas* 
tic.  Speaking  of  one  of  their  acquaintance,  he 
says,  ^'  P.  continues  to  increase  in  bulk,  money, 
and  respectability ;  a  continual  stream  of  ehveU' 
penny-bit$  running  in,  and  but  few  running  out." 
At  other  times  he  bursts  forth  in  indignation, 
where  \some.  others' might  have  been  tempted  to 
smile.  ^^  When  I  told  R.  of  his  sister's  death, 
*  I  expect  so,'  said  he  ;  *  any  other  news  that 's 
curious  ? '  So  completely  does  absence  blunt  the 
strongest  feelings  of  affection  !  May  it  never  be 
so  with  you  and  me,  if  we  never  should  meet 
again.  On  my  part,  it  is  impossible,  except  God, 
in  his  wrath,  should  deprive  me  of  my  present 
soul  and  animate  me  with  some  other."  His 
letters  show  that  his  nephew  had  much  to  con- 
tend with  ;  for  Wilson  tells  him, ,  that  a  fireplace 
must  be  made  without  delay,,  and  advises  him  to 
undertake  to  build  one  himself,  if  masons  are  not 
to  be  had.  He  tells  him,  that  he  makes  such 
suggestions,  not  from  a  doubt  of  his  exerting  him- 
self, but  because  he  is  anxious  for  the  health  of 
his  sister;  and  he  exhorts  Duncan,  to  do  every 
thing  in  his  power,  by  his  own  cheerful  atten- 
tions, to  reconcile  her  to  her  many  hardships  and 
privations. 

It  would  seem,  as  if  his  sister's  sons,  William 
and  Alexander,  began  to  be  discontented  with 
their  station ;  for  he  often  urges  upon  them  the 
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necessity  of  bearing  up  with  manly  firmness  under 
their  difficulties.  ^'  It  b  more  healthy,  more  m- 
dependent,  and  agreeable,  than  to  be  cooped  up 
in  a  dungeon,  surrounded  by  gloomy  damps,  and 
breathing  an  unwhdesome  air  from  morning  to 
night,  shut  out  from  nature's  fidrest  scenes  and 
the  pure  light  of  heaven.  When  necessity  de- 
^mands  such  seclusion,  it  is  noble  to  obey ;  but 
when  we  are  left  to  our  choice,  who  would  bury 
themselves  alive  ?  Were  my  strength  equal  to 
my  spirit,  I  would  abandon  my  school  for  ever 
for  such  an  employment  as  youis."  He  tells 
them,  that  when  his  quarter-day  arrives  in  the 
spring,  he  will  immediately  put  all.  the  nooney 
which  he  receives  into  their  hands.  **  But  Alex- 
ander can  get  nothing  but  wheat  and  butter,  for 
all  his  hogging  and  slashing  !  Never  mind,  my 
dear  namesake,  put  up  awhile  with  the  rough 
fare  and  rough  clothing  of  the  country.  Let  us 
only  get  the  place  into  good  order,  and  you  shall 
be  no  loser  by  it."  It  is  delightful  to  hear  tne 
manly  but  hearty  and  affectionate  tone,  in  which 
he  encourages  these  young  m6n,  at  a  time,  when 
his  own  condition  was  far  from  being  the  most 
bspiring  in  the  WM-ld. 

At  the  same  time  that  he  animates  them  to 
exertion,  he  urges  the  eldest,  his  ^^dear  friend 
and  nephew,"  to  give  instruction  to  the  younger 
every  evening,  and  not  to  be  discouraged  because 
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their  progress  is  necessarily  slow.  He  eDJoina 
upon  him,  also,  to  be  the  counsellor  of  the  little 
colony,  and  to  do  all  in  his  power  to  aid,  encour- 
age, and  make  them  happy  ;  for  to  have  a  moth- 
er, sisters,  and  brothers  looking  up  to  him  m  the 
solitude  of  a  foreign  country,  places  him  in  a  dig- 
nified point  of  view,  and  if  he  is  faithful  to  them, 
the  remembrance  ^1  come  in  later  years,  as  an 
angel  of  peace  to  his  souL  '^  Now,"  be  says, 
<^  do  every  thing  in  your  power  to  make  the  house 
comfortable ;  fortify  the  garrison  at  every  point, 
stop  every  crevice  that  may  let  in  the  roaring 
northwest,  heap  up  fires  big  enough  tot  an  Indian 
war-feast,  keep  the  flour-barrel  fiiJl,  bake  louves 
like  Hamles  Head,  make  the  loom  thunder,  and 
the  pot  boil,  and  your  snug  little  cabb  reecho 
nothing  but  sounds  of  domestic  felicity."  This 
letter  breathes  the  very  soul  of  generous  afifection, 
and  concludes  with,  ^^  my  best  love  to  my  sister, 
to  Isabella,  Alexander,  John,  the  two  Maries, 
James,  Jeanie,  little  Annie.  God  Almighty  bless 
you  all!" 

Wilson  amuses  himself  very  much  with  Alex- 
ander's expressions  of  his  feeling.  In  reply  to 
him  he  says,  ^'  I  have  laughed  on  every  reading 
of  your  letter.  I  have  now  deciphered  the  whole 
except  the  blots ;  but  I  fancy  they  are  only  by 
way  of  half-mourning  for  your  doleful  captivity 
in  the  back-woods,  where  you  can  get  nothing 
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but  wheat  and  batter,  e^gs  and  gammoD,  fir  kag" 
ging  down  trees.  Deplorable !  what  must  be 
done?"  But  be  begs  hb  nephew  to  consider, 
that,  whDe  an  old  wearer  shiveis  over  rotten 
yam  and  an  emptj  flonr-banel,  the  dd  fiinner 
sits  in  his  arm-chair,  befixe  a  blazing  fire,  with 
Us  barns  and  storehouses  fiill.  While  he  writes 
in  a  plajful  manner,  be  does  not  make  light  of 
the  young  man's  uneasiness,  which  was  so  natural 
in  his  atuation ;  he  allows  that  there  are  many 
and  great  difficulties,  but  endeavors  to  impress 
upon  him  the  truth,  that  he  could  not  escape 
them  by  change  of  place ;  the  only  way  to  es* 
cape  was  to  resist  them. 

In  a  subsequent  letter  to  the  elder  Duncan, 
who  complamed  that  he  had  but  litde  grain  to 
carry  to  market ;  Wilson  makes  an  interesting  al- 
lusion to  Bums,  which  he  well  knew  was  touching 
a  key-note,  to  which  every  Scotch  heart  would 
respond.  It  also  shows  by  its  tone,  that  Wilscn 
had  not  that  feelmg  with  respect  to  Bums,  with 
which  Cromek  has  charged  him.  He  tells  his 
nephew,  that  if  Robin,  when  the  mice  nibbled  his 
corn,  said, 

^1 11  get  a  blessin  with  the  lave, 
And  never  miss  %" 

his  nephew,  whose  com  had  been  expended  m 
the  support  of  a  mother  with  her  children,  might 
oxpect   a   thousand   blesssings    to   Robin's  one. 
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'  There  is  more  true  greatness  in  the  afl^tionate 
exertions  which  you  have  made  for  their  support, 
than  all  the  bloody  catalogue  of  heroes  can  boast 
of."  No  reader  whose  heart  is  in  the  right  place 
can  ever  be  weary  of  these  beautiful  ezpfessions 
of  interest  and  affection ;  and  it  must  not  be  for- 
gotten, that  while  he  was  thus  sustaining  others, 
his  own  condition  was  depressing.  Peter  Pattie- 
son  was  not  the  only  teacher,  who  left  the  stifled 
hum  of  the  school  with  trembling  nerves  and 
an  aching  head.  At  the  time  that  Wilson  was 
complimenting  his  nephew  upon  his  exertions,  he 
himself  was  strainmg  every  nerve  to  contribute  to 
the  support  of  those  friends,  his  nephew  among 
the  rest.  One  would  suppose,  that,  if  any  were 
discouraged,  he  would  be  the .  first  to  sink  under 
a  burden,  which  he  bore  in  addition  to  no.  trifling 
weights  of  his  own. 

While  he  was  thus  engaged  m  the  service  of 
these  relations,  who  had  like  himself  emigrated 
to  this  country,  he  never  was  unmindful  of  those, 
whom  he  had  left  at  home. ;  In  one  of  bis  letters 
to  his  father,  \^tten  while  he  resided  in  Miles- 
town,  after  describing  at  large  the  state  of  society 
and  manners  around  him,  which,  as  has  been  al- 
ready mentioned,  he  did  with  a  judgment  and 
impartiality  not  often  found  in  those  who  are 
situated  as  he  was,  he  says,  "I  should  be  very 
happy,  dear  parents,  to  hear  from  you,  and  how 
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my  brotbers  and  sisters  are.  I  hope  David  will 
be  a  good  lad,  and  take  his  father's  advice  in  ev- 
ery difficulty  ;  if  he  does  not,  he  may  regret  it  bit- 
terly and  with  tears.  This  is  the  advice  of  a 
brodiCT,  with  whom  he  has  not  yet  had  much 
time  to  be  acquainted,  but  who  loves  him  sincere- 
ly. I  should  wish  also,  that  he  would  endeav- 
or to  improve  himself  in  some  useful  parts  of 
learning,  to  read  books  of  information  and  taste, 
without  which  man  in  any  country  is  but  a  clod- 
pole  ;  but,  beyond  every  thing  else,  let  him  cher- 
ish the  deepest  gratitude  to  God,  and  affectionate 
respect  for  his  parents.  I  have  thought  it  my  du- 
ty, David,  to  recommend  these  amiable  virtues  to 
you,  because  I  am  your  brother,  and  very  proba- 
bly I  may  never  see  you.  In  the  experience  I 
have  had  among  mankind,  I  can  assure  you,  that 
such  conduct  will  secure  you  many  friends,  and 
support  you  under  all  your  misfortunes;  for,  if 
you  live,  you  must  meet  with  them  ;  they  are  the 
lot  of  life.'* 

Letters  like  this  afford  such  unquestionable 
proof  of  the  goodness  of  Wilson's  heart,  that  it 
seems  hardly  necessary  to  speak  of  his  character, 
so  &r  as  respects  the  kind  and  social  afiections. 
But  the  truth  was,  that  like  many  other  men  of 
energy,  who  have  met  with  difficulties  and  forced 
their  way  through  them  by  main  strength,  be  had 
fin  occasiopal  roughness  and  severity  in  his  man- 
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nerS)  which  sometimes  misled  careless  observers* 
Like  many  others,  who  know  their  own  worth, 
and  feel  that  they  are  condemned  to  a  station 
m  life  below  dieir  merits,  he  sometimes  made 
exhibitions  of  his  independent  spirit  to  those  who 
treated  him  lightly.  Knowing  that  he  must  stand 
selP>sustaioed^  he  was  not  forward  to  give  bis  am* 
fideoce  to  others.  These  circumstances  and  traits 
of  character  often  gave  an  incorrect  impression 
to  those  who  were  not  fiuniliar  with  him.  But 
all  agree  that  he  was  upright  imd  generous ;  that, 
jn  his  dealings  with  others,  he  was  the  very  soul 
of  honor;  that  he  was  always  ready  to  acknowl- 
edge his  faults,  and,  as  far  as  possible,  to  repur 
them.  Such  were  the  substantial  virtues  of  his 
character,  as  they  appeared  to  common  view; 
and  from  these  letters,  it  appears,  that  the  parts 
of  his  hbtory,  which,  while  he  was  living,  the 
world  did  not  know,  were  consistent  with  those 
which  were  seen,  and  equally  worthy  of  ap« 
plause. 

The  benevolence  of  those,  who  give  what  they 
can  easily  spare,  whose  liberality  resolves  itself 
into  a  mere  indulgence  of  feeling,  which  costs 
them  nothing  in  comparison  with  the  pleasure  it 
brings,  is  thrown  into  deep  eclipse,  by  the  gene* 
rosity  of  one,  who,  feeling  that  he  had  great  re* 
sources  withm  himself,  submitted  to  the  weary 
con6nemeot  of  a  village  school  through  many  of 
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the  best  years  of  his  life,  and  allowed  others  to 
share,  or  rather  to  enjoy  all  the  slender  profits  of 
bis  labor.  To  all  who  have  a  right  perception  of 
moral  distinctions,  he  appears  even  greater,  in 
these  humble  and  unseen  exertions,  than  when 
he  was  afterwards  engaged  in  laying  the  founda- 
tions of  his  fame. 

Wilson,  after  he  had  remained  several  yeais 
in  Milestown,  removed  to  the  village  of  Bloom- 
field  in  New  Jersey,  where  he  again  taught  in  a 
school.  Soon  after,  hearing  of  a  situation  more 
to  his  mind,  he  applied  to  the  trustees  of  Union 
School,  in  the  township  of  Kingsessing,  a  short 
distance  fit>m  Gray's  Ferry  on  the  Schuylkill ;  his  ' 
services  were  accepted,  and  he  was  thus  estab- 
lished within  a  few  miles  of  Philadelphia. 

From  this  time,  must  be  dated  the  beginning 
of  his  history  as  an  Ornithologist ;  and  it  is  worthy 
of  remark  that  Audubon  whose  name  is  now  so 
distinguished,  and  who  is  proud  to  bear  testimony 
lO  the  merits  of  Wilson,  caught  the  same  inspira- 
tion upon  the  banks  of  this  river.  Wilson's  school- 
house  and  home  happened,  to  be  near  the  Botani- 
cal garden  of  Bartram,  a  name  well  known  to 
science.  The  family  which  bore  this  name,  were 
by  inheritance  lovers  of  nature.  John  Bartram, 
whose  history  ended  before  the  Revolution,  was 
pronounced  by  Linnseus,  '<  the  greatest  self-taught 
botanist  in  the  world."     It  is  said,  thar  the  taste 
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Was  first  inspired  in  him,  while  he  pursued  his  la- 
bors as  a  iarmer.  One  day  when  wearied  with 
ploughing,  he  was  resting  under  the  shade  of  a 
tree,  and  hb  eye  fell  upon  a  daisy,  which  excited 
in  him  a  train  of  reflection.  Desiring  to  know 
something  of  its  history,  and  of  the  power  which 
made  it,  he  applied  himself  to  the  study  of  Botany, 
with  such  aids  as  he  could  procure,  which  in  that 
day  and  in  his  situation  were  of  course  very  few. 
The  taste  for  improvement  thus  kindled,  hecame 
powerful  and  engrossing ;  in  the  intervals  of  his  la- 
bor, be  made  pilgrimages  in  various  parts  of  the 
country,  and  even  at  the  age  of  seventy,  he  under- 
took a  journey  to  East  Florida,  which  at  that  time, 
was  equal  in  hardship  and  danger  to  a  journey  at 
present  to  the  Rocky  Mountains.  Hector  St.  John 
describes  the  patriarchal  appearance  of  his  domes- 
tic establishment,  particularly  when  assembled  at 
dinner,  with  the  venerable  master,  his  family  and 
guests,  on  one  side  of  the  table,  and  an  array  of 
lighthearted  Africans  on  the  other. 

When  he  died,  his  son  William  succeeded  him 
in  his  tastes  and  his  gardens ;  he,  like  his  father, 
did  not  confine  his  studies  to  Botany,  but  took 
an  interest  in  every  department  of  natural  history. 
Before  Wilson  hecame  a  master  of  Ornithology, 
William  Bartram  was  probably  better  acquain- 
ted with  birds  than  any  other  man  in  this 
country ;  and  was  thus  qualified  to  offer  that  as- 
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aataace  and  sympathy  which  Wilson  needed,  and 
which  fortunately  for  both  of  them  and  fix*  the 
world,  Mr.  Bartram  had  the  heart  to  give* 

It  has  been  said,  that  Wilson,  eyer  smce  he 
arrived  m  the  country,  had  taken  an  interest  in 
the  subject  of  birds ;  but  Jiis  own  observations 
must  have  been  extremely  limited,  tind  there 
were  very  few  who  could  assist  him.  It  is  sur« 
prising  to  see,  how  little  b  generally  known  con* 
cernbg  them  now,  after  all  that  Wilson,  Audu- 
bon, and  NuttaU  have  done.  Most  persons  are 
acquainted  perhaps  with  the  blue*jay,  who  comes 
near  the  house  in  wmter,  sounding  bb  penny- 
trumpet  as  a  signal,  that,  since  the  forest  is  no 
longer  a  place  for  him,  he  b  disposed  to  be  on 
good  terms  with  man  as  long  ais  the  case  re- 
quires. Every  miller  and  vagrant  6sherman 
knows  the  belted  kin^Gsber,  who  sits  for  hours  on 
hb  favorite  dead  branch,  looking  with  fab  calm 
bright  eye  far  into  the  depth  of  the  waters. 
The  robin  also  b  &miliarly  known  and  every- 
where welcome,  not  only  from  the  tradition  of- the 
kindness  shown  by  hb  European  relative  to  the 
Children  in  the  Wood,  but  by  his  hearty  whistle, 
lifted  up  as  if  he  knew  all  would  be  glad  to  bear 
that  the  winter  b  over  and  gone.  The  solemn 
crow,  who  b  willing  to  place  conGdence  in  man, 
taking  only  the  simple  precaution  never  to  come 
within  shot ;  the  quizzkal  bob-o-link,  or  rice-bunt* 
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ing,  who  tells  man  in  so  many  words,  that '  he 
cares  nothing  about  him,  not  he;  the  swallow, 
that  tenants  our  barns,  or  the  nxira  domestic  one 
that  thunders  in  the  chimney ;  the  purple  mat^ 
tin,  that  pays  his  house-rent  by  waking  us  hours 
before  sunrise  ;  the  snow*bunting  that  comes  riding 
on  the  northern  storms ;  the  baltimore,  that  glances 
through  the  fdliage  like-  a  flame  of  fire;  the 
thrasher,  that  pours  his  note  of  rich  and  delightfiil 
fulness;  the  goldfinch  in  his  black  and  yellow 
livery  ;  the  bold-faced  little  humming-bird ;  the 
cat-bird,  that  groans  with  reason  at  the  sight  of  a 
boy^  or,  when  he  thinks  himself  alone,  breaks  out, 
like  Davie  Gellatley,  in  wild  snatches  of  song; 
these  birds,  and  the  whip-poor-will,  whose  sor^^ 
rows  add  solemnity  even  to  the  night,  almost  com- 
plete the  list  of  those,  which  are  &miiiarly  known 
to  man* 

There  are  many  birds,  which  are  supposed  to 
be  known,  but  which,  had  not  the  voice  of  the 
ornithologist  been  eloquent  in  their  fiivor,  would 
have  been  perpetually  mtsundenstood,  and  even 
now  are  very  far  fixm  receiving  the  encourage- 
ment  and  protection  which  they  deserve.  The 
farmer,  for  example,  accuses  the  woodpecker  of 
boring  his  trees,  as  if '  mischief  was  the  bird's  only 
object ;  when  be  only  enlarges  with  his  bill  the 
bxAe  which  the  grub  had  made,  darts  in  his  long, 
arrowy  tongue,  brings  out  the  unhappy  oflbnder, 
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and  teaches  him  eflfectually  never  to  do  so  again. 
Many  a  poor  bird,  in  like  manner,  after  having 
slain  his  thousands  of  insects,  which  were  laying 
waste  the  garden,  is  ^sentenced  to  death  for  the 
very  offisnces,  which  he  has  spent  his  life  in  pre- 
venting. Complaints  are  annually  increasing  in 
every  part  of  the  ^United  States,  that  some  insect 
or  other  is  increasing  with  such  rapidity,  as  to 
render  hopeless  the  cultivation  of  the  plants  and 
trees  which  it  infests ;  and  perhaps  the  very  men, 
who  make  these  lamentations,  are  sending  out 
their  children,  in  rejoicing  ignorance,  to  destroy 
the  very  means,  which  Providence  has  appointed 
to  abate  the  nuisance  they  deplore.  It  is  said  by 
Kalm,  that  the  planters  in  Virginia,  succeeded  by 
legislative  bounty  in  e^termmating  the  little  crow. 
But  it  was  not  long  before  their  joy  was  changed 
bto  mourning ;  the  insects  increased  in  such 
numbers,  that  they  would  have  been  glad  to  recall 
the  exiled  birds;  but  this,  though  not  inconsis- 
tent with  State  rights  perhaps,  was  far  beyond 
State  powers.  This  ignorance  is  illustrated  by  an 
incident  mentioned  by  Wilson  ;  the  legislature 
of  New  York  passed  an  act  for  the  preservation 
of  the  Pinnated  Grous,  by  its  common  name  of 
Heath-hen.  •  The  chairman  of  the  Assembly 
read  the  title  of  the  bill,  «  An  act  for  the  preser- 
vation of  the  Heathen ; "  a  thing,  which,  he  says, 
astonbbed  some  of  the  members,  who  could  see 
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DO  propriety  in  preservrng  Indians,  to  whom  alone 
the  name  would  apply. 

There  is  so  much,  that  inspires  curiosity,  in  the 
varioQs  tribes  of  birds  in  this  country,  that  it  is 
difficult  to  account  for  the  ignorance  which  has 
prevailed  m  respect  to  them,  except  by  ascribing 
it  to  the  w^nt  of  a  student  of  nature  like  Wilson, 
who  had  industry  to  collect  the  observiitions  of 
others,  and  compare  and  combine  them  with  his 
own.  T|;ie  periodical  migration  of  birds  is  curi- 
ous enough  to  call  the  most  intelligent  attention  to 
the  subject.  When  the  days  shorten  and  the  leaf 
grows  red,  an  uncommon  movement  is  seen  among 
them.  Some,  like  the  gr^at  snow-owl,  delight  in 
the  prospect  of  moonlight,  shining  in  deathlike 
stillness  upon  the  icy  plain ;  others,  like  the  snow- 
bunting,  rejoice  to  accompany  the  storm,  as  it 
rushes  down  from  the  Frozen  Ocean.  But  most 
birds  choose  a  mild  climate  and  perpetual  verdure, 
and  therefore  retreat  before  the  commg  winter, 
with  a  fleetness  greater  than,  its  own. 

Some,  Uke  the  swallow,  which  was  formerly 
thought  to  plunge  into  the  mud,  though  one 
.would  think  that  a  bird  which  can  fly  sixty  miles 
an  hour,  could  find  more  agreeable  ways  of  pass^ 
ing  the  winter,  fly  only  by  day ;  while  others, 
like  caravans  in  the  sandy  deserts,  rest  by  day, 
and  travel  by  night.  They  move  in  singular  reg- 
ularity.  The  wild  geese,  whose  word  of  command 
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is  SO  often  heard  in  tbe  silence  of  night,  Sana  two 
files  meeting  in  a  sharp  angle  at  the  head,  where 
the  leader  cleaves  the  air  and  guides  the  pro- 
cession, giving  hb  place  when  he  is  weary  to  the 
next  in  order.  Every  thing  is  subordinate  to  tbe 
great  work  they  have  in  hand  ;  tbe  swallow 
snatches  his  insect  and  the  kingfisher  his  prey 
without  suspending  their  flight ;  and,  if  they  are 
late  in  their  journey^  they  allow  themselves  hard- 
ly a  moment  of  rest.  Hard  times  are  these  for 
birds  of  large  size  and  little  wing ;  on  they  must 
go ;  partly  by  trudging,  partly  by  swimming,  they 
relieve  the  labor  of  flyiog,  till  they  reach  their 
place  of  rest.  Wilson  was  no  stranger  to  the 
wish  which  Logan  sang,  and  a  thousand  hearts 
have  echoed,  -^  to  travel  and  return  with  the 
cuckoo,  "  which  knoweth  her  appointed  time,'* 
an  inseparable  companion  of  the  spring. 

It  is  interesting,  also,  to  observe  the  provision 
which  birds  make  for  their  wants,  and  to  see  how, 
when  reason  sometimes  falters,  instinct  always  acts 
with  certainty  and  success.  The  nut-hatch  opens 
nuts,  <Mr  the  stones  of  finit,  by  repeated  Mows  of 
his  sharp,  horny  bill.  The  butcher-bird,  wbksh 
lives  on  insects  and  little  birds,  is  said  to  attract 
the  latter  by  imitating  their  call,  and  has  a  habit 
of  impaling  on  thorns  such  insepts  as  he  does 
not  need  at  the  moment.  It  b  a  comfort  to  see, 
that  the  trick  of  gathering  what  he  does  not 
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want,  and  keeping  it  till  it  is  useless,  is  not  con- 
fined to  man.  The  whippoorwill  sits  on  the 
fence  ,  or  the  door-stone,  singing  as  if  h'ls  heart 
was  broken ;  but,  if  any  unguarded  insect  trusts 
that  his  appetite  has  failed,  the  bird  rises  and 
swallows  him,  and  then  proceeds  with  the  song. 
The  raven  and  the  guil,  ibnd  of  sheH-fisb,  but 
unprovided  with  ojrster-knives,  are  said  to  cany 
them  high  in  the  air,  that  they  may  fall  on  rock^ 
to  break  the  shell. 

The  eagle,  haughty  as  be  seems,  supports  him- 
self in  no  honorable  way.  He  sits  in  gigantic 
repose,  calmly  watching  the  play  of  the  fishing 
birds,  over  the  blue  reach  of  waters,  with  his 
wings  loosely  raised,  and  keeping  time  with  the 
heaving  sea.  Soon  he  sees  the  fish-hawk  plunge 
heavily  in  the  ocean,  and  reappear  with  a  scream 
of  triumph,  bearing  the  struggling  fish.  The 
gaze  of  the  eagle  grows  fiery  and  intense ;  his 
wings  are  spread  wide,  and  he  gives  chase  to  the 
hawk,,  till  he*  compels  him  to  let  fall  hb  prize ; 
but  it  is  not  lost;  for  the  eagle  wheels  in  a 
broad  circle,  sweeps  down  upon  the  edge  of  the 
wave,  and  secures  it,  before  it  touches  the  deep. 
Nothing  can  be  more,  majestic  than  the  flight  of 
this  noble  bird ;  he  seems  to  move  by  an  efibrt 
of  will  alone,  without  the  waving  of  his  wings. 
Pity  it  is,  that  he  should  descend  to  robbery; 
bot,if  hfatory  says  true,  this  circumstance   does 
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not  wholly  destroy  the  resemblance  between  the 
king  of  birds  and  the  kings  of  men. 

The  art  which  birds  display  in  making  dieir 
nests,  is  another  curious  subject,  which  attracts 
and  rewards  the  ornithologist's  attention.  The 
nest  is  not  the  house  of  the  bird ;  it  is  nothing 
more  than  the  cradle  of  the  young.  Birds  of 
taiature^life  are  exposed  to  all  the  changes  of  cli- 
mate, but  are  provided  with  oil  to  spread  upon 
their  plumage,  which  secures  it  from  being  wet  by 
the  rain.  It  is  remarkable,  that  this  supply  ceases, 
in  a  great  measure,  in  such  birds  as  are  sheltered 
by  the  care  of  man.  The  nest  of  (the  delicate 
little  humming-bird  is  the  choicest  piece  of  work 
that  can  be  imagined  ;  being  formed  and  covered 
with  moss  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  resemble  a 
knot  of  the  tree  in  which  it  is  built.  But  even 
this  is  surpassed  by  the  tailor-bird  of  India,  which, 
living  in  a  climate  where  the  young  are  ex- 
posed to  all  manner  of  foes,  constructs  its  nest, 
by  sewipg  together  two  large  leaves  at  the  ex- 
tremity of  the  bough,  where  neither  ape",  serpent, 
nor  monkey  would  venture  for  all  beneath  the 
moon. 

There  is  something  resembling  this  in  the  nest 
of  the  Baltimore  Oriole,  a  common  and  favorite 
burd.  It  is  formed,  by  tying  together  some  forked 
twigs,  at  the  end  of  a  drooping  branch,  with 
strings,  either  stripped  or  stolen  from  a  graft  or 
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II  window.  These  twigs  fonn  the  (iraine-work^ 
round  which  they  weave  a  coarse  coveriDg  to  en- 
close the  nest,  composed  of  thread,  wool,  or  tow. 
The  inner  nest  is  at  the  bottom  of  thb  external 
pouch,  where  it  swings  securely  in*  the  highest 
winds,  and  is  sheltered  by  the  arbor  of  leaves 
above  it,  from  both  the  rain  and  sun.  This  is 
the  most  remarkable  structure  of  the  kind  in  this 
country ;  but,  if  certain  .accounts  may  be  credited, 
there  is  a  bird  in  India,  which  makes  a  similar 
nest,  with  several  apartments,  which  it  lights  up 
with  fire-flies  by  night.  Other  birds  construct 
their  nest  with  less  delicacy,  but  more  labor. 
The  woodpecker  chisels  out  its  gallery  in  th^ 
wood  of  the  tree,  by  repeated  strokes  of  its  pow- 
erful bin.  The  kingfisher  scoops  out  a  tunnel  in 
the  bank  of  his  favorite  slream.  The  little  sand- 
martin,  in  its  small  way,  follows  the  kingfisher's 
example.  The  purple  martin,  and  the  republi- 
can swallow,  which  is  now  emigrating  from  the 
west  to  the  east,  defend  their  teniements  with  a 
mud  wall.  Some  birds  manifest  a  perfect  indiffer- 
ence on  this  subject.  The  common  hen,  though 
so  motherly  in  her  habits,  merely  scratches  a 
place  for  her  nest.  The  sea-birds,  naturally  rough 
and  hardy  in  their  habits,  leave  their  eggs  ly- 
ing loosely  on  the  sand.  But  the  duck,  the  ei- 
der particularly,  which  is  one  of  the  northern  vis- 
iters of  New  England,  strips  the  down  from  its 
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own  breast  to  line  the*  nesl  for  its  young.  The 
natives  plunder  the  nest ;  again  it  is  lined,  and 
again  it  is  plundered.  Many  an  individual  in  dv- 
ilized  countries  thus  feathers  his  nest  at  the  ex- 
pense of  thb  unlucky  bird.  There  is  one  singu- 
lar exception  to  the  rule  of  honest  industry  ;  the 
cow-blackbird  follows  the  example  of  the  Euro- 
pean cuckoo,  and,  to  avoid  the  trouble  of  rearing 
its  young,  imposes  the  burden  on  others.  The 
American  cuckoo  is  free  from  this  reproach,  and 
actually  patches  up  a  construction,  which,  con- 
sidering that  it  is  honestly  made,  may  perhaps 
deserve  the  name  of  a  nest.  But  the  cow-buxl 
lays  its  egg  in  the  nests  of  other  birds,  without 
much  care  in  the  selection  ;  and  when  the  young 
foundling  is  hatched,  it  either  stifles  or  throws 
out  the  other  young.  It  is  difficult  to  account 
lor  this  strange  deviation  from  the  common  order 
of  nature. 

The  means  of  defence  and  security  which  birds 
enjoy,  are  not  the  least  .interesting  subject  to 
wbbh  the  ornithologist's  attention  is  directed. 
Various  provisions  of  nature  are  necessary  to  save 
the  weak,  frcto  the  strong.  The  structure  of  the  ^ 
eye  gives  an  advantage  to  the  cannibal,  as  well  as 
to  his  vu^tim,  being  suited  in  a  wonderiiil ,  manner 
to  the  wants  of  the  animal,  and  to  the  element  n 
which  he  lives.  It  has  an  apparatus,  by  which  the 
bird  can  push  it  out  or  draw  it  in,  and  thus  adjust 
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it,  like  a  telescope,  to  the  distance  of  the  object ; 
the  nictitating  membtane  covers  it  with  a  semi* 
transparent  curtain,  when  it  would  reduce  the 
light  without  closing  the  lid ;  the  nerve  is  quick  in 
its  sensibility  to  every  impression,  and  birds  are 
thus  enabled  to  discern  insects  close  before  them, 
and  look  abroad  over  miles  of  earth  and  sea. 
The  fiish-hawk  sees  the  &sh  at  an  immense  dis- 
tance beneath  it  in  the  waters;  and  others  dis- 
cern their  prey  on  the  ground  or  flying,  where  a 
similar  object  would  be  wholly  inv'isible  to  the  hu- 
man eye. 

In  order  to  save  the  nest  of  the  smaller  birds, 
the  females  are  generally  of  a  color  the  least  like- 
ly to  attract  attention ;  the  female  of  the  brilliant 
Scarlet  Tanager,  for  example,  is  of  a  yellowish 
green,  which  would  not  be  noticed  among  the 
leaves^  Some  of  the  smaller  birds  borrow  res- 
olution from  their  danger.  The  graceful  kingbird, 
whose  military  tastes  are  intimated  by  the  red 
plume  under  his  crest,  will  face  the  largest  ty- 
rant of  the  air ;  and  not  only  crows  and  hawks, 
but  even  eagles,  have  been  known  to  retreat  be- 
fore him.  When  the  smaller  birds  think  it  un- 
wise to  do  battle,  they  retire  under  hedges  and 
brushwood,  while  the  hawk  looks  after  them,  as 
the  British  frigates  did  after  the  little  Greek  cor- 
sairs, not  knowing  whether  they  bad  passed  into 
the  earth  or  the  air ;  while  they  were  quietly  sunk 
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near  the  shore,  ready  to  float  again,  as  .soon  as  the 
danger  was  past.  -  Sometimes  they  rush  out  to 
meet  the  bird  of  prey,  and,  by  crowding  round 
him  with  all  possible  uproar,  they  bewilder  him, 
in  such  a  manner  that  he  retreats' in  confusion. 

Some  birds  are  protected  by  their  resemblance 
to  the  bark  of  the  tree;  the  nigh thawk  and 
whippoorwill  escape  unpleasant  obsenration  in  tl^e 
day-time,  by  their  resemblance  to  earth  and 
stones.  The  quail  gives  the  alarm  of  approach- 
ing danger  to  her  numerous  family,  who  secure 
themselves  by  remaining  quiet,  and  the  closest 
search  can  hardly  detect  them,,  such  is  their 
likeness  to  the  dead  leaves  among  which  they 
nestle.  In  desperate  cases,  birds  will  put  them- 
selves under  the  protection  of  man ;  but  they  ev- 
idently consider  this  a  choice  of  evils.  It  is  this 
fear  of  man,  whom  they  certainly  have  reason  to 
distrust,  which  makes  it  so  difficult  to  trace  the 
characters  of  many  birds.  The  crow  m  his  wild 
state  is  suspicious  and  reserved  ;  every  string  near 
the  cornfield,  seems  to  him  like  a  snare ;  he  keeps 
beyond  the  reach  of  a  man  with  a  fowling-piece, 
while  he  shows  no  fear  of  one  who  is  uniau-med. 
When  domesticated,  he  lays  aside  his  solemnity, 
and  becomes  as  mischievous  as  a  monkey  ;  show- 
ing, in  all  his  pranks,  astonishing  sagacity  in  se- 
lecting the  subject  and  occasion. 

The  voice  is  the  power  which  gives  most  geo- 
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eral  attractioa  to  tbe  feathered  race ;  and  this 
depends  very  much  on  tbe  quickness  of  their 
hearings  in  which  respect  they  excel  most  other 
animals.  Their  lungs  are  large  in  proportion  to 
the  body,  which  is  so  formed  as  to  receive  copious 
admissions  of  air,  which  mcreases  the  energy  of 
the  sound.  The  distance  at  which  the  soaring 
bird  can  be  heard  b  almost  incredible.  The  cry 
of  the  eagle  reaches  us  from  bis  most  towering 
height,  and  the  wild  scream  of  the  sea-bird  is  dis- 
tinctly heard  over  all  the  thunder  of  the  beach. 
The  variety  of  tones  is  not  less  surprising ;  th^ 
common  barn-door  fowl,  by  far  tbe  most  distin- 
guished in  thb  respect,  b  ludicrously  human  in 
its  tones,  which  run  through  all  changes  expressive 
of  passion,  and  are  most  eloquent  in  discontent, 
anxiety,  sorrow,  and  despair.  But  the  smaller 
birds  are  those  which  fill  tbe  forest  and  the  garden 
with  their  spirit-like  song.  Their  strains  are 
poured  out  to  swell  that  stream  of  blended  melo* 
dieis,  which  b  called  the  voice  of  spring  ;  a  voice, 
full  of  pleasing  and  tender  associations,  which 
comes  upon  the  ear,  reminding  us  of  all  we  love 
to  remember,  and  often  fills  the  soul  with  rapture 
and  the  eyes  with  tears.  No  country  b  richer  in 
melody  than  this.  The  European  nightingale  has 
Ipng  been  considered  unrivalled;  but  it  is  now 
conceded,  that  hb  strain  owes  something  of  its 
charm  to  tbe  thoughtful  hour  when  it  b  heard, 
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when  the  soands  of  the  day  are  over,  and  all  is 
breathless  and  stQl.  But  the  Amerioan  mocking- 
bird, so  unworthily  named,  since  he  introduces  im- 
itations of  other  birds  into  his  voluntary,  not  from 
poverty  of  mvention,  but  rather  from  wantonness, 
and  to  show  how  much  his  .own  power  surpasses 
them  all,  seems  more  like  a  rapt  enthusiast,  than 
a  performer ;  as  those  know,  who  have  seen  Um 
in  hb  matins  with  every  nerve  apparently  trem- 
bling with  delight,  and  resembling  St.  Ignatius, 
who,  as  Maffei  says,  was  often  lifted  some  feet 
above  the  ground,  by  the  intenseness  and  spiritu- 
ality of  his  devotions. 

These  fine  powers  of  song  are  not  confined  to 
one  or  two  birds;  where  the  mocking-bird  is 
never  heard,  there  are  strains,  not  so  various  and 
striking  perhaps,  but  equally  plaintive,  onginal, 
and  sweet.  The  clear  piping  of  the  baltimore, 
and  the  canary-like  whistle  of  the  goldfinch,  are 
as  pleasing  to  the  ear,  as  their  fine  colors  to  the 
eye ;  the  glowing  redbird,  is  not  more  distin- 
guished by  the  splendor  of  his  dress,  than  the 
wealth  and  fulness  of  his  song.  The  brown 
thrasher  excites  the  delighted  surprise  of  all  who 
hear  him  ;  and  nothing  perhaps  exceeds  the  deli- 
cious note  of  the  warbling  vireo  and  the  red-eye, 
whether  heard  over  the  rattling  streets  of  the  city, 
or  from  the  quiet  elm  that  overhangs  the  cottage 
door.     Every  one  enjoys  the  song  of  the  blue- 
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bird  and  tbe  robin ;  in  part,  perhaps,  because  tbey 
come  as  heralds  of  the  spring. 

So  little  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  subject 
of  Ornithology,  that  the  remarks  just  made  for 
the  purpose  of  giving  an  idea  of  its  attractions, 
will  not  be  thought  unnecessary  by  many  readers. 
Mr.  Bertram  seems  to  have  possessed  but  few 
works  upon  the  subject ;  but  he  had,  what  was 
more  important  to  Wilson,  taste  and  judgment 
to  assbt  and  advise  him  in  the  pursuit  to  which 
his -mind  now  began  to  be  directed.  Wilson's 
work  was  afterwards  enriched  with  many  of  his 
observations,  and  they  are  often  given  with  con* 
siiderable  descriptive  power.  For  example,  in 
speaking  of  the  White  Ibis,  Mr.  Bartram  says, 
^^It  is  a  pleasing  sight,  at  tinies  of  high  winds 
and  heavy  thunder-storms,  to  observe  the  nume- 
rous squadrons  of  these  Spanish  curlews,  driving 
to  and  fro,  turning  and  tacking  about  high  in 
the  air ;  when,  by  their  various  evolutions  in  the 
different  and  opposite  currefats  of  the  wind,  high 
In  the  clouds,  their  silvery  white  plumage  gleams 
and  sparkles  like  the  brightest  crystal,  reflecting 
the  sunbeams  that  dart  upon  them  from  between 
the  dark  clouds."  It  is  easy  to  understand  how 
Wilson  should  be  interested  by  the  example  of 
such  an  observer.  But,  with  all  the  respect 
which  he  paid  to  the  opinions  of  his  venerable 
friend^  Wilson  was  not  the  man  to  rely  on  any 
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fam  bB  owsy  or  socii  as  be  bad 


self* 

Mr.  BntniB  bad  beeD  m  tbe  babit,  far 
pie,  of  caywwidffiiig  tbe  n^tbawk  and  wbippoor- 
wiil  as  tbe  same  biid,  and  Pkofessor  Barton  of 
Ph3adelpbia  agreed  witb  faim  io  tbat  c^inion. 
WOson,  instead  of  conadenog  tbe  point  as  es- 
tabltsbed,  took  pains  to  sboot  tbiiteen  night- 
bawfcsy  aD  wbicb  be  caicfidl  j  ezanuned  and  cGs- 
sected.  Nine  were  males,  and  four  females.  He 
fimnd  tbat  tbej  aU  conespcnded  in  tbe  markings 
and  tints  of  tbeir  plumage,  witb  a  slight  <fiflkr- 
ence  between  tbe  sexes.  He  also  shot  two 
others  as  they  rose  fiom  tbeir  ne^  or  rather  their 
eggs,  which  are  laid  without  much  fiNinality  on 
tbe  naked  ground;  and  these  were  also  exam- 
bed  and  dissected  He  then  j»oceeded  to  shoot 
fixir  whippoorwUls,  two  males  and  two  females, 
all  which  be  examined,  together  with  the  eggs  of 
tbe  latter.  In  this  way  he  ascertained  that  the 
wbippoorwills  all  had  bristles  by  the  sides  of  the 
mouth,  while  the  nighcbawks  had  none ;  that  the 
bill  of  tbe  whippoorwill  was  more  than  twice  as 
long  as  that  of  the  nighthawk ;  dnd  that,  while 
the  wings  of  tbe  nighthawk  were  large  and  longi 
such  as  favored  it  in  its  habit  of  feeding  in  its 
flight,  the  wings  of  the  whippoorwill,  when  folded^ 
did  not  reach  within  two  inches  of  the  end  of  the 
tail.    Thus  Wilson   satisfied  himself  upon    the 
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subject,  and  was  fortunate  enough  to  bring  his 
finend  to  acknowledge  that  they  were  two  dbtinct 
species  of  birds. 

As  another  instance  of  the  little  respect  which 
Wilson  was  disposed  to  pay  to  mere  authorityi 
his  remarks  concerning  the  torpidity  of  swallows 
during  winter  may  be  mentioned.  The  opbion 
was  very  general  in  his  time,  that  swallows,  at 
the  approach  of  the  cold  season,  plunged  into 
mill-ponds  and  rivers,  and  passed  the  winter,  be- 
neath the  waters,  whence  they  emerged  in  the 
spring,  not  drowned,  as  might  be  supposed,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  much  refreshed  by  their  long 
slumber.  There  are  papers  in  the  Transactions 
of  our  learned  societies,  which  show  that  this  opin- 
ion was  sustained  by  some  enlightened  observers ; 
and  even  now,  though  it  is  known  that  swallows 
hslve  organs  of  respiration  similar  to  those  of  other 
birds,  and  though  no  bird  is  better  able  to  encoun- 
ter the  labor  of  migration,  since  it  collects  its  food 
while  on  the  wing,  and  b  never  weary  m  its  flight, 
there  are  those  m  many  parts  of  this  country, 
who  are  ready  to  die  in  the  belief,  that  they  bury 
themselves  under  the  waters.  A  thousand  stories 
are  told,  of  vast  numbers  of  swallows  which  are 
found  in  draining  mill-ponds ;  and  this  circum- 
stance is  thought  sufficient  evidence  of  the  fact  of 
their  submersion,  though  it  does  not  appear,  that 
the  labors  of  any  Humane  Society  ever  restored 
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one  from  this  state  of  suspended  animation^  and 
the  natural  inference  would  be,  that  it  was  sus- 
pended for  ever. 

Wilson  bad  no  patience  with  this  credulity ; 
that  this  lively  bird,  the  gayest  herald  of  spring, 
should  share  the  winter-quarters  of  eels  and  tur- 
tles, or  even  herd  with  toads  and  serpents  on 
the  shore,  seemed  to  him  like  an  enormous  her- 
esy in  the  religion  of  nature.  That  the  chimney- 
swallow,  in  the  early  part  of  the  season,  had 
been  found  in  great  numbers  in  hollow  trees,  he 
did  not  deny ;  but  he  accounted  for  it  satisfac 
torily,  by  supposing,  that  soon  after  their  arrival, 
they  might  be  chilled  by  the  cold  mornings  of 
spring,  and  thus  have  been  driven  to  some  such 
retreats ;  but  he  demanded  an  example  of  one 
whicji  had  been  found  torpid  in  the  toinier* 
Millions  of  trees,  such  as  affi>rd  them  shelter, 
have  been  cut  down  at  that  season,  and  not  a 
single  swallow  has  ever  been  found.  If  it  were 
said,  that  they  resorted  to  caverns,*  he  had  ex- 
plored many  of  them,  particularly  the  great  cav- 
erns m  the  Barrens  of  Kentucky,  and  had  con- 
versed with  the  saltpetre-workers  in  them,  but 
never  could  hear  of  a  smgle  swallow,  which  had 
made  them  the  place  of  its  winter  residence. 
Wilson  also  explored  hundreds  of  the  holes  of 
the  bank-swallow,  but  never-  could  find  one  in 
them  in  the  winter,  living  or  dead ;  after  many 
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researches  and  ioquiried  of  the  kind,  he  declared 
that  he  would  no  more  believe  such  stories,  than 
he  would  believe  that  there  were  Indians  who 
passed  the  winter  at  ^the  bottom  of  the  great 
rivers,  and  came,  to  life  agab  every  spring. 
Though  Aristotle  and  Pliny  in  old  times,  and 
sundry  modem  naturalists,  believed  in  the  torpid- 
ity of  swallows  in  trees  and  caves ;  though  Lin- 
nasus  had  fidth  in  their  wintry  submersion ;  though 
Wallerius  asserted  that  he  had  often  seen  them, 
after  singing  a  funeral  dirge,  embrace  each  other 
and  plunge  beneath  the  water,  these  great  au- 
thorities were  nothing  to  him ;  his  experience 
and  observation  were  his  only  guides. 

The  marvellous  power  of  fascination,  by  which 
serpents  were  said  to  make  birds  their  victims, 
was  another  popular  opinion,  in  which  he  had  no 
&ith  whatever*  He  had  seen  many  conflicts  be- 
tween the  cat-bird,  which  is  the  one  supposed  to 
have  sufl!ered  most  from  this  power,  and  the  black 
snake,  which  is  supposed  to  have  exerted  it ;  and 
so  far  from  being  disabled  by  fear,  the  cat-bird 
provoked  the  battle,  and  was  often  victorious. 
His  explanation  was,  that  serpents  have  a  strong 
partiality  for  the  eggs  and  young  of  birds,  and 
that  the  nests  of  cat-birds,  which  build  near  the 
ground,  are  most  exposed  to  their  depredations. 
When  the  poor  bird  sees  the  snake  plundering  its 
nest,  it  may  well  exhibit  the  agony  of  despair,  as 
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it  often  does  on  less  important  occasions  ;  but  (hat 
it  is  sucked  dovm  from  the  tops  of  trees  (which 
hj  the  way  it  seldom  visits)  by  tbe  yawning 
mouth  of  tbe  snake,  he  declares,  is  "  an  absurdity 
loo  great  for  him  to  swallow."  He  admits,  that 
the  serpent  sometimes  wounds  birds,  and  that 
they  are  stunned  r  paralyzed  by  the  blow ;  and 
be  believes,  that  this  is  sufficient  to  explain  all 
tbe  strange  accounts  that  have  been  given  of  this 
imaginary  power.  This,  as  Lacepede  supposes, 
may  cause  its  agitation,  and  its  helpless  fall  at 
last. 

Some  naturalists  of  high  distinction  at  the 
present  day  are  disposed  to  regard  the  Subject  as 
not  quite  determined,  and  to  suppose  that  birds 
may  be  affected,  not  by  any  power  in  the  serpent, 
but  by  a  passion  of  dread  ;  biit  in  answer  to  this, 
it  is  sufficijBut  to  say,  that  the  cat-bird  is  bold  as 
a  lion,  and  gives  battle  to  his  enemy,  without  the 
least*  fear  of  the  result.  Mr.  Bartram  witnessed 
an  action  in  his  garden  between  these  two  con- 
tending parties ;  and  after  the  engagement  had 
lasted  some  minutes,  the  snake  was  seen  in  full 
retreat.  The  conclusions,  to  which  Wilson  was 
led  by  his  own  good  sense  and  accurate  observar 
tion,  are  generally  adopted  at  this  time  by  the 
learned  world. 

It  is  not  to  be  regarded  as  a  misfortune,  that 
Mr.  Bartram's  library  did  not  abound  in  works 
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on  ornithology,  since  those  which  it  aflerded  were 
sufficient  to  give  Wilson  an  idea  of  tibe  scieDee, 
and  to  direct  him  in  making  observations  for  htm* 
self.  Facts,  not  theories,  wers  wanted  ;  the  sci- 
ence, in  this  country,  preseated  a  field  almost 
entirely  untrodden ;  and  the  best,  indeed  all,  that 
the  first  adventurer  could  be  etpected  to  do,  wai 
to  collect  his  own  observations,  to  be  ccHiected  or 
confirmed  by  subsequent  researches,  as  the  case 
might  be.  It  appears  that  the  system  of  fiel<f« 
study  was  suited  to  Wilson's  beakb,  as  well  as  te 
his  improvement ;  for  his  confinement  to  the  close 
air  and  weary  routine  of  a  village  scliool  had  be- 
gun to  wear  upon  his  nerves  and  spirits.  His 
Edbburgh  biographer  ridicules  the  idea  of  Wil- 
son's depression,  thinking  doubtless,  tha}  (be  bril- 
liant prospects  of  fortune  and  fiune  f  rqpnted  by 
a  country  school,  would  have  pre  vented"  jphy  such 
sinking  of  the  heart ;  but,  however  plaiiSible  his 
view  of  the  subject  may  be,  it  seems  probable 
that  Wilson's  daily  associates  would  be  most  like- 
ly to  know  his  situation.  His  fi^ends  'say,  that 
he  was  melancholy  and  despondent,  and  that  this 
tendency  was  increased  by  his  devotion  to  poetry 
and  music,  in  which  he  spent  most  of  his  leisure 
time. 

Mr.  Lawson,  the  engraver^  judiciously  advised 
him  to  give  up  the  flute  and  the  pen  for  a  time, 
and  to  study  the  art  of  drawing,  as  well  adapted 
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to  his  habits  and  inclinations,  and  suited  to  ie« 
store  the  health  of  his  mind.  Wilson  mentioned 
afterwards  to  one  of  bis  iiiends,  that,  while  he  was 
one  day  rambling  in  the  woods  with  hb  gun,  it 
accidentally  slipped  firom  his  hand,  and  as  he  at- 
tempted to  recover  it,  die  piece  was  cocked,  and 
the  muzzle  fell  against  his  breast,  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  to  endanger  his  life;  and  that  he, after- 
wards shuddered  to  think  of  the  reproach,  under 
which  his  memory  would,  have  labored,  had  he 
been  found  dead  in  that  retired  spot.  This  in- 
duced him  to  make  exertions  to  throw  off  the  bur- 
den from  hb  mind  ;  he  applied  himself  with  sfurit 
to  hb  new  employment,  copying  prints  of  land- 
scapes, animals,  and  men.  For  a  long  time,  he 
was  condemned  to  that  misfortune,  so  grievous 
to  beginners,  of  being  compelled  to  laugh  at  hb 
'  own  productions ;  but,  when  he  made  trial  with 
birds,  he  met  with  morp  encouraging  success,  and 
soon  became  able  to  execute  such  drawings  with 
considerable  grace  and  power. 

That  he  succeeded  to  hb  owp  satbfaction  in 
these  attempts,  appears  from  a  note  to  Mr.  Bar- 
tram  in  1803,  in  which  he  says,  "  I  have  at- 
tempted two  of  those  prints  which  Miss  Nancy 
[Mr.  Bartram's  niece]  so  obligingly,  and  with  so 
much  honor  to  her  own  taste,  selected  for  me. 
I  was  quite  delighted  with  the  anemone,  but  I 
fear  1  have  made  but  bungling  work  of  it.     Such 
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as  they  are,  I  send  them  for  yoor  im^iectiGB 
aad  opnioQ ;  n^her  of  them  is  quke  fioUMd* 
For  your  Idod  adrioe  towards  my  irapimrcmeat, 
I  letum  my  most  gntefid  acknoiriedgmenli.'' 
But  he  wroagfat  uiicfer  many  disadvantages,  aot 
the  least  of  which  was  the  necessity  of  drawing 
by  candle-ligbt,  the  dat^  of  his  school  coosBming 
almost  all  the  hours  of  day«  He  was  obliged 
also  to  give  up  social  enjoyments  for  the  purpose 
of  improving  m  his  new  vocation. 

At  first,  his  attention  was  turned  to  nalitral  his* 
tory  b  general,  as  appears  fiora  «  letter  to  Mr* 
Bartram,  in  which  he  describes  the  stale  of  his 
own  apartment  crowded  with  i^possunis,  squirrels^ 
fioakes,  lisards,  and  birds,  in  such  iHimbers,  that 
they  gave  it  the  appearaeee  of  Noah's  afk,  thou^ 
Noah  had  a  wife  in  it,  ^nd '  was  io  that  iesfed 
more  lavored  than  he.  While  others  were  busy 
in  getting  money,  his  heart  was  bent  on  gaining 
a  famiUarity  with  the  works  of  nature.  Though 
specimens  did  not  come  of  their  own  acoord  to 
his  ark  as  to  that  of  the  patriarch,  he  found  that 
small  donations,  judiciously  applied,  had  sufficient 
power  to  attract  them ;  and  he  says,  in  pioof  of  it, 
that  one  boy,  knowing  his  taste,  had  brought  hioi 
a  whole  basketfol  of  crows.  One  little  incident 
is  so  beautifoUy  illustrative  of  his  character,  that 
it  must  be  giv^  in  his  own  words.  ^'  One  of 
oiy  boys  caught  a  mouse  in  school  a  few  days 
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agOy  and  directly  mafched  up  to  me  with  his 
prisoner.  I  set  about  drawing  it  that  same  even- 
ng ;  and,  all  the  while,  the  pantings  of  its  little 
heart  showed,  that  it  was  in  the  most  extreme 
agonies  of  fear.  I  had  intended  to  kill  it  in  order 
to  fix  it  in  the  claws  of  a  stuffed  owl ;  but  hap- 
pening to  spill  a  few  drops  of  water  where  it  was 
tied,  it  lapped  it  up  with  such  eagerness,  and 
looked  up  in  my  face  with  such  an  expression  of 
supplicating  terror,  as  perfectly  overcame  me.  I 
immediately  untied  it  and  restored  it  to  life  and 
liberty.  The  agonies  of  a  prisoner  at  the  stake, 
while  the  fire  and  instruments  of  torture  are  pre- 
paring, could  not  be  more  severe  than  the  suffer- 
ings ot  that  poor  mouse ;  and,  insignificant  as  the 
object  was,  I  felt  at  that  moment  the  sweet  sensa- 
tions that  mercy  leaves  on  the  mind,  when  she 
triumphs  over  cruelty."  Doubtless  there  are 
readers  who  would  laugh  at  such  feelings ;  but, 
if  they  will  reflect,  they  will  see,  that  it  is  no 
subject  of  rejoicing,  that  they  have  not  been  cre- 
ated with  minds  and  hearts,  capable  of  sympa- 
thizing with  such  a  man  as  Wilson. 

It  seems  to  have  been  in  the  year  1803,  that 
the  plan  of  an  American  Ornithology  first  dawned 
upon  his  mind  ;  not  however  in  its  full  extent  and 
magnificence,  for  these  could  hardly  have  en- 
tered into  his  wildest  imaginations.  He  writes  to 
a  iiiend  in  Paisley,  that  his  health  had  suffered 
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ATom  conGnement,  his  fonner  habits  not  having 
prepared  him  for  the  severe  regularity  of  a  teach- 
er's Ufe,  and  that,  after  trying  various  kinds  of 
amusement,  he  was  engaged  in  making  a  collec- 
tion of  the  finest  American  birds.  He  first  stated 
his  plan  t6  Mr.  Bartram,  who  had  full  confidence 
in  his  ability  and  perseverance,  but  doubted 
whether  he  would  find  sufficient  patronage  or 
mechanical  skill  in  the  country,  and  could  not 
conscientiously  advise  his  friend  to  involve  him- 
self in  embarrassments,  which  he  might  never  be 
able  to  struggle  through.  Wilson  also  disclosed 
•his  intentions  to  Mr.  Lawson,  a  name  which  has 
long  been  honorably  associated  with  his  own  ;  he 
also,  being  from  his  profession  better  qualified  to 
judge  of  the  practicability  of  the  enterprise,  freely 
stated  to  Wilson  the  precise  difficulties  he  would 
have  to  encounter.  But  his  objections  were 
completely  overruled  by  the  ardor  of  his -friend, 
who  felt  fully  able  to  remove  the  obstacles  that 
rose  like  mountains  before  him. 

His  Edinburgh  biographer  complains  of  this 
discouragement,  saying  that  such  is  always  the 
case,  when  ordinary  men  undertake  to  decide 
what  men  of^  genius  are  able  to  perform.  But 
when  Wilson  was  so  excited  on  the  subject,  that 
he  treated  their  cautions  as  the  result  of  "  cool, 
calculating,  and  contemptible,  philosophy,"  it  was 
evidently  the  part  of  friendship  and  good  sense, 


68  AMERICAN    BIOGBAPHT. 

to  let  him  know  the  measure  and  magnitude  of 
the  undertaking  ;  and,  when  he  was  poor  in  cir- 
cumstances and  depressed  in  sprits,  to  present 
bb  being  hurried,  by  his  enthunasm,  into  eShns 
beyond  his  power.  It  is  plain,  that  they  en- 
couraged him  in  his  attentton  to  the  science,  and 
the  only  question  was,  in  what  form  the  results 
could  be  given  to  the  W(n1d,  with  the  least  injury 
to  his  fortunes,  and  the  greatest  advantage  to  biir 
fame.  He  seems  afterwards  apprehensive  lest 
Mr.  Lawson  should  think  him  unfriendly,  and 
takes  pains  to  explain  to  him,  that  the  passion 
for  drawing,  which  he  had  caught  from  himself, 
consumed  every  moment  of  time,  not  required  by 
the  drudgery  of  the  school.  In  the  same  con- 
munication,  he  begs  Mr.  Lawson  not  to  throw 
cold  water  updn  his  plan  of  making  a  collection 
of  all  the  North  American  birds ;  for,  visionary 
though  it  may  appear,  it  has  become  a  *"  rough 
bone,"  upon  which  he  employs  himself  to  fill  up 
his  vacant  hours. 

His  letters  t6  Mr.  Bartram  vX  this  time  show 
how  fixed  was  his  determination  to  proceed ;  and 
while  it  is  evident  that  their  advice,  under  the 
circumstances,  was  such  as  any  friend  would  have 
given,  no  one  can  help  admiring  the  quiet  con- 
fidence in  his  own  resources,  which  bis  purpose 
discovers.  He  tells  Mr.  Bartram,  that  the  face 
of  an  owl  and  the  back  of  a  lark  have  proved 
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entirely  beyond  his  graphic  powers;  md,  after 
having  spent  a  week  on  two  drawings  of  the  last 
named  object,  he  has  destroyed  them,  and  must 
resort  agaii^  to  the  aid  of  Miss  Nancy^  finding  it 
much  easier  to  copy  her  painting,  than  to  copy 
directly  from  nature.  His  collection  of  native 
birds,  he  says,  is  growbg ;  but,  at  the  same  time, 
he  requests  Mr.  ^artram  to  write  the  names  of 
all  the  birds  upon  the  drawings  which  be  sends, 
since y  with  the  eaxeption  of  three  or  four,  he  dot$ 
not  know  them.  Surely,  ibr  one,  who  makes  this 
request,  to  be  at  the  same  time  engaged  in  pio* 
jeeting  an  American  Ornithology,  wouM  have  been 
thought  presumptuous  enough^  if  the  attempt  ha4 
not  succeeded. 

In.  another  letter,  he  offers  his  sympathy  to 
that  gentleman,  who  was  suffering  under  a  severe 
domestic  loss.  He  is  sorry,  he  says,  that  the 
misfortune  has  fallen  on  such  a  man,  while  the 
profligate  and  unthinking  so  often  pass  through 
life  without  such  visitations ;  but  he  reminds  hia 
friend,  that  the  affliction  b  meant  in  kindness  by 
Him  who  sent  it;  he  begs  him  to  remember, 
bow  many  beautiful  flowers  have  withered  under 
his  eye,  and  how  often  an  untimely  frost  has  de- 
stroyed the  early  promise  of  the  year ;  and,  while 
the  feelings  of  nature  cannot  be  repressed,  the 
duty  of  man  is  to  receive  gratefully  what  Heaven 
bestows,  and  what  it  hasr  left  us,  and  not  to  mouni^ 
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as  without  hope,  for  those  blessings  which  are  ta- 
ken away. 

This  religious  feeling  was  not  assumed  for  the 
occasion ;  there  is  evidence  enough,  though  he 
was  not  forward  to  express  his  deeper  emotions, 
to  show,  that  these  sentiments  were  familiar  in 
his  breast.  In  truth,  he  would  have  been  unequal 
to  his  undertaking  without  them,  both  as  a  natu- 
ralbt  and  as  a  man.  For  it  is  the  glory  of  mod- 
em science,  that  it  is  decidedly  religious  in  its 
character.  The  philosopher  is  not  even  satisfied 
with  finding  marks  of  design  in  the  subjects  of 
his  investigation;  he  does  not  consider  himself 
as  acquainted  with  their  nature,  till  he  has  sought 
for  what  he  is  sure  of  finding,  some  design  of 
benevolence,  such  as  might  be  expected  front  a 
merciful  Father.  Wilson  had  this  qualification  for 
his  undertaking,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  find  the  same 
trait  in  Audubon,  his  worthy  successor.  In  the 
same  letter,  to  which  allusion  has  just  been  made, 
he  rejoices  in  the  return  of  spring  with  its  music, 
its  foliage,  and  its  flowers.  He  says  that  the 
pencil  of  nature  is  at  work,  and  oudines,  tints,  and 
shadows,  that  baffle  all  description,  will  soon  be 
spread  out  before  the-  eye  of  man,  by  this  un- 
wearied kindness  of  his  Father.  He  calls  on 
his  friends  to  look  upon  the  millions  of  green 
strangers,  just  starting  into  life,  as  so  many  mes- 
sengers, come  to  tell  the  power  and  greatness  of 
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Him  wbo^  made  them ;  for  himself,  he  says,  he 
was  always  an  enthusiast  in  such  things,  but  now 
he  discovers  new  beauties  in  every  bird,  plant, 
and  flower,  and  finds  his  ideas  of  the  First  Cause 
continually  more  and  more  exalted. 

As  he  grows  more  familiar  with  the  science  to 
which  he  has  given  his  heart,  his  religious  rev- 
erence enlarges  in  proportion.  He  says,  that  our 
ornithology,  with  its  rich  display  of  splendid  col- 
ors, from  the  humming-bird  with  its  green  and 
gold,  to  the  black,  coppery  wings  of  the  condor, 
that  sometimes  visits  our  northern  regions ;  —  a 
numerous  and  powerful  band  of  songsters  unsur- 
passed on  earth  for  melody,  variety,  and  sweet- 
ness;— an  everchanging  scene  of  migrations,  from 
torrid  to  temperate,  and  from  northern  to  southern 
regions ;  —  such  a  diversity  in  habits,  forms,  dis- 
positions, and  powers,  each  exactly  suited  to  the 
wants  and  happiness  of  those  that  possess  them ; 
—  all  these  circumstances,  he  says,  "overwhelm 
us  with  astonishment  at  the  power,  wisdom,  and 
beneficence  of  the  Creator  !  " 

Before  proceeding  to  the  history  of  Wilson's 
life,  which  here  assumes  a  new  aspect,  and  takes 
a  new  direction,  it  may  be  well  to  give  a  more 
minute  account  and  illustration  of  this,  and  other 
traits  of  mind,  heart,  and  character,  by  which  he 
was  eminently  qualified  for  his  enterprise ;  nor  can 
such  an  account  be  said  to  interrupt  the  course 
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of  a  iiarr«tive>  the  purpose  of  whieh  is,  tp  give 
as  eonect  an  idea  as  possible  of  the  liiaa.  The 
religious  feelings  which  has  just  been  referred  to, 
is  exhibited,  iot  by  direct  ei^pressioD,  mot  by 
censuring  the  ofiboces  of  other  men,  but  in  the 
moat  appropriate  way,  bj  gathering  wherever  he 
can  find  them,  and  setting  in  as  striking  a  light  as 
possible,  those  marks  of  the  adaptation  of  the 
world  to  its  inhabitants,  and  again  of  those  in- 
habitants to  the  world,  which  bspire  admh-atioB 
and  praise. 

He  was  struck  with  a  circiifnstance  of  this  kind 
in  the  Ruffed  Grous,  which  b  called  the  Partid^ge 
in  the  Eastern  States,  while  the  real  owner  of 
that  name  is  called  the  Quail.  In  walking  cnae 
day  in  the  woods,  he  started  a  hen. pheasant  with 
a  single  young  one.  In  common  cases,  the  bird 
flutters  as  if  wounded,  to  attract  the  attention  of 
the  sportsman,  while  the  young  conceal  them-V 
selves  in  the  withered  leaves.  But  on  this  occa.- 
sion,  the  parent,  after  fluttering  before  him  ibr  ai? 
instant,  suddenly  sprang  to  the  young  CNOie,  seized 
it  in  its  bill,  and  bore  it  safely  away,  leaving  him 
fixed  to  the  ground  with  surprise.  It  seemed 
like  an  effi>rt  of  reasoning,  and  that,  too,  judicious 
and  conclusive.  If  the  bird  had  been  attended, 
as  usual,  by  a  lai;ge  brood,  it  would  have  been 
impossible  to  save  all  in.  this  way,  nor  would  it 
h£|ve  been  natural  to  save  one,  leaving  the  rest  to 
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die*  Sul  in  this  case,  she  adopted  the  most  sico- 
ple  and  effectual  means  to  preserve  the  single  one, 
that  was  endangered*  This  effort  oS  inslinct  filled 
bim  with  admtratioD,  and  he  pfobaUy  speaks  the 
feelings  d.  hb  readers,  when  he  says,  that  this 
affectionate  parent  would  never  have  been  injured 
by  bim. 

Once,  when  travelling  in  Tennessee,  he  was 
struck  with  the  manner  in  which  the  habits  of 
the  Pinnated  Grous  are  suited  to  m  natural  resi- 
dence on  dry,  sandy,  plains.  One  of  them  waa 
kept  there  in  a  cage,  having  been  ci^ught  alive 
in  a  trap ;  it  was  observed  that  the  bird  never 
drank,  and  seemed  rather  to  avoid  the  water ; 
but  a  jfew  drops  happening  one  day  to  ML  upon 
the  cage,  and  to  trickle  down  the  bars,  the  bird 
drank  them  with  great  dexterity,  and  an  eager- 
ness, that  showed  that  she  was  suffering  from 
thirst*  The  experiment  was  then  made,  whether 
she  would  drink  under  other  circumstances,  and, 
though  she  lived  wholly  on  dry  Indian  com,  the 
cup  of  water  for  a  whole-  week  was  untouched 
and  untasted ;  but  the  moment  water  was  sprin- 
kled on  the  bars,  she  drank  it  eagerly  as  before. 
It  occurred  to  him  at  CHice,  that  in  the  natural 
haunts  of  this  bisd,  the  only  water  it  could  pro- 
cure was  iirom  the  drops  of  rain  and  dew. 

He  gives  yet  another  example,  which,  like  the 
form^,  would  form  a  valuable   accession  to  a 
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work  on  natural  theology.  It  is  the  formation  of 
the  sheerwater's  bill.  This  has  been  pronounced 
by  some  writers  a  "  lame  and  defective  weapon." 
But  Wilson  declares  this  opinion  to  be  dictated 
by  ignorant  presumption.  The  sheerwater,  or 
black-skimmer,  is  formed,  he  says,  for  skimming 
the  surface  of  the  sea  for  its  food  while  flying, 
and  in  this  way  it  collects  shrimps  and  other 
small  fry,  whose  haunts  are  near  the  surface  and 
the  shore.  That  the  lower  mandible,  when  thus 
cleaving  the  water,  may  not  oppose  resistance  to 
its  flight,  it  is  thinned  and  sharpened  like  the 
blade  of  a  knife ;  the  upper  mandible,  which  is  out 
of  the  water,  is  not  so  long,  but  tapers  gradually 
to  a  point,  that,  when  shutting,  it  may  offer  less 
opposition ;  and  it  shuts  into  the  lower,  like  the 
blade  of  a  penknife  in  its  handle.  To  prevent 
mconvenience  from  the  rushing  of  the  water,  the 
mouth  is  confined  to  the  mere  opening  of  the  gul- 
let, and,  the  whole  office  of  mastication  being  thus 
left  to  the  stomach,  it  is  furnished  with  a  gizzard 
of  uncommon  hardness  and  power.  By  explana- 
tions of  this  kind,  of  which  he  furnishes  many,  he 
affords  many  beautiful  examples  to  be  added  to 
the  evidence,  which  now  exists,  of  the  perfection 
of  the  works  of  the  Almighty  hand. 

Another  characteristic,  not  unallied  to  this,  and 
one  which  also  qualified  him  in  a  remarkable 
manner  for  his  undertaking,  was  the  delicacy  and 
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kindness  of  his  feeling.  He  regards  the  subjects 
of  his  art  as  friends,  not  as  victims ;  and,  in  all  his 
writings,  takes  every  opportunity  of  recommend* 
ing  them  to  the  kbdness  and  forbearance  of 
men.  The  interest,  which  he  manifested  in  be- 
half of  the  injured  woodpecker,  has  already  been 
ipentioned  ;  this  pleading  is  several  times  repeat- 
ed ;  he  asks,  why  the  benevolent  provbion  of 
Scripture,  which  reserved  to  the  ox  a  right  in 
the  com  which  he  trod  out  on  the  threshing-floor, 
should  not  be  extended  to.  these  birds,  which  are 
constantly  engaged,  each  m  slaying  its  thousands 
of  destructive  vermin,  and  thus  securing  the  field 
and  garden  from  depredation.  He  shows  that  the 
curious  perforations,  which  the  little  downy  wood- 
pecker makes  in  the  bark  of  firuit-trees,  are  of 
service  to  its  growth  and  bearing ;  and,  so  far  from 
exhausting  the  sap,  as  is  commonly  thought,  these 
holes  are  made,  never  in  the  spring,  when  the  sap 
is  abundant,  but  late  in  the  autumn,  when  it  is 
ceasing  to  flow. 

In  favor  of  the  orchard-oriole,  he  shows,  that, 
while  he  destroys  msects  without  number,  he  nev- 
er injures  the  firuit ;  he  has  seen  instances  in 
which  the  entrance  to  his  nest  was  half  closed  up 
with  clusters  of  apples,  but  so  far  from  being 
tempted  with  the  luxury,  he  passed  them  always 
with  gentleness  and  caution.  He  enters  into  a 
deliberate  calculation  of  the  exact  value  of  the 
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services  c^  the  ledwinged  bhckbird,  which  cer- 
tainly  bean  no  good  reputation  on  the  fiyrm; 
showingj  that  aUowing  a  single  bird  fifty  insects  in 
a  day,  which  would  be  short  allowaace,  a  single 
pur  would  consume  twelve  tbousand  in  four 
months ;  and  if  there  are^a  railion  pairs  of  these 
birds  in  the  United  States,  the  amount  of  insects 
is  less  by  twelve  thousand  millions,  than  if  the 
red-wii^  w^re  exterminated. 

He  was  deligbted  to  see  the  hosjMtality,  which 
the  Indians  extended  tP  the  purple  martin,  hang- 
iDg  up  gourds  and  calabashes  to  receive  them ; 
and  to  find,  that  the  daves  on  the  plantatic»s  fol- 
lowed the  same  good  example,  setting  up  the 
same  retreats  on  canes  near  the  doon  of  their 
cabins,  where  the  martins  resorted  widt  great  fii- 
miliarity^ 

He  once  esicountered  an  old  Germant,  who  ac- 
cused the  kingbird  of  destroying  bis  peas.  Wil- 
son indignantly  denied  the  charge,  maintaining 
that  they  never  eat  a  pea  in  their  lives  ;  but 
the  old  man  declared,  that  he  had  with  bis  own 
eyes  seen  them  ^'blaying  about  the  hifes  and 
snapping  up  bis  pees."  The  fact  of  their  depre- 
dations on  the  bee-hive  he  could  not  hpncsdy 
deny  ;  but  he  contends,  that  there  is  no  reason 
why  man  should  enjoy  a  monopoly  of  murder, 
and  shows,  that  the  charge  comes  with  an  ill  grace 
from  those  who  destroy  the  same  insects  by  thou- 
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sands,  in  (uA&c  to  steal  tbe  fruits  of  tbeir  labor. 
He  nndertak^  to  combat  the  prejudice,  ^hich  is 
so  comiDOB  against  the  hanaiess  o«t4Mid8,  and 
efridentlf  thinks  tfaem  much  better  menders  of 
society  dum  tbe  icHe  bojrs,  who  make  it  their  bon- 
ness  to  destroj  tbem.  He  says,  that  the  only 
reason  of  tins  pvgodice,  erer  offered  to  faim,  was, 
that  they  kc^td  cat-bMs ;  so,  he  says,  some  will 
say,  that  tiiey  hate  FieDcfaraen,  be.,  thereby 
showing  tiieir  own  narrowness  of  onderstanding 
and  want  of  liberality,  in  fais  opinion,  all  the 
generoiB  a»d  the  good  will  find  in  tbe  oonfidenee 
wbicfa  this  fiuniliar  bird  reposes  in  them,  in  the 
playfulness  of  its  manners,  and  the  music  of 
its  song,  more  than  a  recompense  ibr  what  Gtde 
it  destroys. 

On  one  occasion,  a  wood-thresh,  to  whose  de» 
lightfiil  melody  he  bad  often  listened,  till  night 
began  to  darken  and  the  fire-flies  to  spaikle  in  the 
woods,  was  suddenly  missing,  and  its  merder  was 
traced  to  the  hawk,  by  the  broken  feathers  and 
fragments  of  the  wmg;  he  declares,  that  he  so- 
lemnly resolved,  the  next  time  he  met  with  a 
hawk,  to  send  it  to  the  shades,  and  thus  discharge 
tbe  duty  assigned  to  the  avenger  of  blood. 

When  he  was  on  the  voyage  to  this  country, 
be  laibored  to  convince  the  seamen,  that  the  little 
petid,  wfaidb  waHcs  the  waters  with  so  much  more 
confidence  than  the  Aposde  Peter,  after  whom 
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BuffoQ  tells  us  it  is  named^  is  innocent  of  all  ac« 
cession  to  the  storm.  In  some  cases  he  seems 
quite  willing  to  suffer  vulgar  prejudices  to  subsist, 
because  they  are  on  the  side  of  humanity.  A 
German  9  whom  he  encountered  in  one  of  bb 
rambles,  told  him,  that  no  bam  which  the  swal- 
lows frequented,  was  ever  struck  with  lightnkig, 
and  that  if  they  were  shot,  the  cows  would  give 
bloody  milk;  he  took  special  care  not  to  disturb 
him  in  hb  superstition.  He  delights  to  approve 
acts  of  delicate  humanity  in  others.  He  once, 
in  passing  through  the  woods,  caught  a  young 
scarlet  tanager,  that  had  but  just  left  the  nest; 
be  carried  it  with  him  about  half  a  mile  to  show  it 
to  Mr.  Bartram,  who  placed  it  in  a  cage  near 
the  nest  of  some  orchard-orioles,  hoping  that  they 
would  be  induced  by  charity  to  provide  it  with 
food.  They,  however,  thought,  as  men  are  too 
apt  to  do  in  such  cases,  that  charity  begins  at 
home.  It  would  receive  no  food  from  him,  and 
was  m  a  fair  way  to  perish,  when,  after  the  lapse 
of  several  hours,  a  scarlet  tanager,  doubtless  its  pa- 
rent, was  seen  trying  to  open  the  cage.  Finding 
this  impossible,  it  went  away,  and  returned  with 
food,  and  fed  it  till  after  sunset,  when  it  took  up 
its  lodgings  in  the  same  tree.  In  the  morning. 
It  fed  the  young  again,  and  continued,  undisturbed 
by  the  abuse  of  the  orioles,  to  do  the  same 
throughout  the  day,  roosting  at  night  as  before. 
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On  the  fourth  day^  it  appeared  so  anxious  for  the 
release  of  the  young  one,  and  made  so  many  ap- 
peals to  the  sympathy  of  the  naturalist,  that  he 
could  not  resist  it ;  he  therefore  released  the  pris- 
oner, which,  with  songs  of  exultation,  flew  off 
with  its  parent  to  the  woods.  The  happiness  of 
the  naturalist  was  hardly  less  complete.  Wilson 
remarks,  ^^  if  such  sweet  sensationr  can  be  derived 
from  a  simple  circumstance  ofr  this  kind,  how  ex- 
quisite, how  unspeakably  rapturous,  must  the  de- 
light of  those  individuals  have  been,  who  have 
rescued  their  fellow  beings  from  death,  chains, 
and  imprisonment)  and  restored  them  to  the 
arms  of  their  friends;  surely^  in  such  godlike 
actions,  virtue  is  its  own  most  abundant  reward." 
Besides  these  qualifications  for  engaging  with 
interest  m  the  pursuit,  he  had  other  requisites  for 
pursuing  it  with  success.  He  had  a  strong  taste 
for  experiment ;  and,  as  he  was  never  willing  to  ad- 
mit any  uncommon  facts,  except  when  confirmed 
by  his  own  experience,  he  was  constantly  en- 
gaged in  experimental  researches.  Even  in  cases 
where  there  were  no  doubts  in  his  own  mind,  he 
made  experiments  for  the  satbfaction  of  others. 
An  instance  of  this  kind  is  found  in  his  account  of 
the  beautiful  Carolina  parrot,  which  is  thought  to 
poison  cats,  that  are  unfortunate  enough  to  eat  it, 
though  it  is  certain  that  the  cats  betray  no  such 
apprehensions,  as  one  might  expect  from  an  intey- 
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ested  paity.  When  he  was  at  Big  Bone,  he 
Tvished  to  try  the  experknent,  but  after  procuring 
the  parrots,  thecat  was  sent  fer,  and  was  reported 
missing,  being  probaUy  engaged  in  other  business 
of  the  same  kind.  The  aocidental  <ieath  of  a 
tame  parrot  afterwards  gave  him  an  opportunity 
to  make  the  trial  with  a  cat  and  her  kittens,  which 
soon  despatched  ev«y  part  of  the  Urd  that  could 
possibly  be  eaten,  but  betrayed  no  ingns  of  unea- 
siness, either  of  body  or  mind. 

This  bird  seems  to  have  been  a  &vorite  with 
him.  He  carried  one  with  him  in  one  of  his 
most  laborious  journeys  in  the  Weston  Statei ; 
by  day,  it  rode  in  his  pocket,  and  at  night,  it 
rested  on  the  baggage,  dosing  and  gasing  into  the 
fire.  Happening  to  catch  another,  whidi  he  had 
slightiy  wounded,  he  placed  it  in  the  cage  with  this, 
wiio  was  defighted  to  gain  die  accession  to  her 
society ;  she  crept  up  to  the  stranger,  chattering 
m  a  melancholy  tone,  as  if  expressing  sympadiy 
ibr  its  misfbrtunes,  stroked  its  head  and  neck  with 
her  bill,  and  at  night  they  nestled  as  dose  as  pos- 
sible to  each  other.  On  the  death  of  her  com- 
panion, she  appeared  inconsolable,  till  be  placed 
a  looking-glass  near  her,  by  which  she  was  com- 
pletely deceived.  She  seemed  delighted  with 
the  return  of  her  companion,  and  often  during 
the  day,  and  always  at  night,  she  lay  close  to  the 
image  in  the  glass,  and  began  to  doze  with  great 
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composure  and  satis&ction.  He  was  so  unlucky 
as  to  lose  this  mteresting  bird  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexi- 
CO9  where  she  made  her  way  through  the  cage, 
left  the  vessel,  and  perished  in  the  waves.  . 

Another  experiment  was  to  ascertain,  whether 
the  young  of  the  knavish  cow-bird,  which  imposes 
its  offipring  on  other  birds,  would  actually  receive 
that  attention  to  which  it  was  not  entitled*  He 
took  a  young  cow-bird,  which  he  carried  home 
with  him,  and  placed  in  the  seme  cage  with  a  red* 
bird.  The  cardinal  exambed  it  for  some  time 
with  great  intentness,  and,  when  the  young  bird 
became  clamorous  for  foold,  kindly  answered  its 
demands.  When  the.  red*bird  found  that  the 
grasshopper  he  had  brought  was  too  large  for  it 
to  swallow,  he  broke  it  into  small  pieces,  chewed 
them  a  little  to  soften  them,  and  then  put  them 
separately  into  the  young  bird's  mouth.  The 
young  one,  as  it  grew  older,  seemed  to  be  grate- 
ful for  this  parental  kindness,  and  acknowledged 
it  by  exerting  all  its  powers  of  song,  of  which, 
however,  the  cardinal  did  not  seem  to  have  any 
great  opinion.  It  seemed  to  Wilson,  like  a  negro 
fiddler  treating  Handel  with  a  touch  of  his  art. 

He  tried  somewhat  similar  experiments  with  a 
blue-jay  which  be  accidentally  caught  in  the  woods. 
He  put  it  into  the  cage  with  a  gold-winged  wood- 
pecker, which  almost  beat  it  to  death.  He  then 
removed  it  to  the  cage  of  an  orchard-oriole,  winch 
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seemed  to  consider  it  an  intrusion,  while  the  jay 
remained  perfectly  still.  After  a  time,  seeing 
the  jay  pick  up  a  few  crumbs  very  quietly,  the 
oriole  did  the  same ;  they  soon  entered  into  con- 
versation, and  became  fast  friends.  Wilson  re- 
joiced very  much  in  being  able  to  show,  that 
the  blue-jay,  which  rather  inclines  to  the  can- 
nibal in  its  propensities,  had  a  heart  not  unsus- 
ceptible of  kind  aftd  affectionate  impressions. 

Wilson  had  no  patience  with  the  marvellous, 
where  the  subject  admitted  a  more  natural  ex- 
planation. Mr.  Hecke welder  had  published  an 
account  of  the  butcher-bird,  in*  which  be  said  that 
its  well  known  practice  of  impaling  insects  upon 
thorns,  was  intended  to  offer  a  bait  to  small  birds, 
which  it  makes  a  prey.  But  Wilson  remarked, 
that  it  impaled  small  birds  themselves  in  the  same 
manner ;  and  says,  that  to  suppose  the  butcher- 
bird to  be  employed  in  this  way,  with  such  views, 
IS  like  believing  that  the  farmer  hangs  up  dead 
crows,  by  way  of  invitation  to  the  living.  Grass- 
hoppers, be  says,  are  a  favorite  food  of  the 
butcher-bird,  but  those  which  these  insects  are 
thought  to  be  intended  to  decoy  would  leave 
them  untouched  for  ever. 

Pennant  had  observed  concerning  the  migra- 
tions of  the  worm-ealing  warbler,  that  it  did  not 
return  by  the  same  way  it  went,  but  took  a  wind- 
ing course   round   the   western   mountains.      On 


ALEXANDER    WILSON.  63 

this  Wilson  remarks,  that  the  bird  no  doubt  ex- 
tends its  tour,  supposing  the  fact  to  be  established, 
for  the  purpose  of  Qnishiog  the  education  of  its 
young  by  travel.  He  laments  that  the  ducks  and 
geese  have  never  discoveited  what  an  internal  im- 
provement can  be  made,  by  leaving  the  shore  and 
sailing  down  the  Mississippi  and  Ohio  rivers  ;  but 
they  never  have';  and,  on  the  contrary,  all  the 
birds  of  his  acquaintance  return  as  they  went, 
without  varying  their  direction. 

The  impression  prevailed  with  respect  to  the 
Carolina  rail,  which  disappears  at  the  first  severe 
frost;  that  the  bird  buries  itself  in  the  mud,  and 
some  inquirers  believed  that  they  change  into 
frogs.  He  was  told  by  a  person  living  near  the 
mouth  of  James  River,  that  his  negroes  had  once 
brought  in  a  creature  which  appeared  neither  like 
a  rail  nor  a  frog,  but  sotnething  between  the  two ; 
and  that  he  and  his  negroes  in  council  unanimous- 
ly concluded,  that  it  was  a  rail  in  its  inteimedi- 
ate  state  between  the  bird  and  the  frog.  Wil- 
son suggests  that  this  grand  discovery  is  fully 
established  by  the  fact,  that  the  frogs  cease  their 
vociferations  as  soon  as  the  rail  comes  in  the  fall 
of  the  year.  He  says,  however,  that  he  was 
informed  by  a  Captain  Douglas,  that  on  his  voy- 
age home  from  St.  Domingo,  when  he  was  a 
hundred  miles  off  the  Capes  of  the  Delaware, 
several   rails  came  on   board  by  night,  one  of 
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which  dashed  through  the  glass  of  the  binnacle ; 
and  many  others  have  testified  to  the  fact  of 
meeting  them  at  a  great  distance  iiom  the  shore ; 
so  that  this  pleasing  superstition  must  be  aban- 
doned)  both  as  respects  their  transformation  and 
their  winter-quarters  in  the  mud^ 

When  singular  facts -can  be  estaUished  by  com- 
petent authority,  Wilson  delights  to  repeat  them. 
He  dwells  with  pleasure  on  the  bird  called  the 
tell-tale,  from  its  friendly  attention  in  giving  no- 
tice to  the  ducks  and  other  game,  in  time  for 
them  to  escape  the  sportsman.  So  well  do  the 
ducks  understand  the  matter,  that  while  this  bird 
is  silent,  they  feed  without  the  least  apprehen- 
sion ;  but  the  moment  they  hear  its  shrill  cry  of 
alarm,  they  retreat  from  danger,  and  the  gunner 
retires,  dolorous  and  malecontent,  bestowing  left- 
handed  benedictions  on  this  nevernsileeping  sen- 
try. 

Tbs  credulity,  which  gives  most  annoyance  to 
Wibon,  is  that  of  Buffon,  whose  eloquence  gives 
currency  to  hjs  errors.  He  says,  that  the  Count's 
eternal  reference  of  every  animal  of  the  new 
world  to  that  of  the  old,  would  leave  us  in  doubt, 
whether  the  katy-dids  of  America,  were  not  Eu- 
ropean nightingales,  degenerated  in  voice  by  their 
residence  in  this  country.  Equally  beautiful  is 
the  theory,  by  which  Buffon  accounts  for  the 
wood-thrush's  deficiency  of  song  (though  our  read* 
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ers  probably  know,  that  it  is  one  of  our  finest  mu- 
sicians) ;  it  has  degenerated,  he  says,  by  change 
of  food  and  climate,  and  its  cry  is  become  harsh 
and  unpleasamt,  by  reason  of  its  living  among 
savages.  Dr.  Latham  comes  in  fer  a  share  of 
Wilson's  patriotic  indignation.  *'  Blue^birds/'  says 
the  doctor,  ^'  are  never  seen  in  the  trees,  though 
they  make  their  nests  in  the  holes  ^f  them ! '' 
"The  Americans)'*  says  Wilson, "are  never  seen 
in  the  streets,  though  they  build  their  houses 
by  the  sides  of  them ! " 

As  for  Wilson's  earnestness  in  the  pursuit  of 
facts  and  subjects,  some  idea  may  be  formed  of 
it,  from  his  own  description  of  his  chase  of  a 
pied  oyster-catchet.  Near  a  deep  and  rapid 
inlet  in  the  sea-beach  of  Cape  May,  he  broke 
the  wing  of  one  of  these  birds,  and,  having  no 
dog  with  him,  he  pursued  it  himself  into  the  inlet 
to  which  it  fled.  Both  plunged  at  the  same 
instant ;  but  the  bird  being  more  at  home  in  that 
element,  escaped  his  grasp,  and  he  sunk  beyond 
his  depth;  on  rising 'to  the  surface,  he  found  that 
the  fierce  current  was  sweeping  him  out  to  sea, 
encumbered  all  the  while,  with  his  fishing  appa- 
ratus and  his  gun;  he  was  therefore  compelled 
to  give  up  the  bird,  and  with  great  difficulty  he 
escaped  to  the  shore,  which  he  reached  in  safety, 
though  not  without  the  loss  of  all  his  powder,  in 
addition    to    his    mortification,    which    was    not 
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allayed  by  seeing  the  bird   rise  and  swim  away 
with  an  air  of  unconcern. 

The  last  of  his  qualifications  whicb  it  is  neces- 
sary to  mention  at  present,  was  his  power  of  de- 
scription, which  has  done  so  much  to  recoounend 
the  science  to  his  readers.  His  language  is  ner- 
vous and  expressive  ;  he  apprehends  so  strongly, 
and  selects  so  happily  the  circumstances  most 
likely  to  interest  his  readers,  that  the  attention  b 
always  arrested  by  the  truth  and  beauty  of  his 
descriptions.  The  cedar  swamps  of  the  south,  for 
example,  took  fast  hold  of  his  imagination,  and 
he  succeeds  in  giving  to  every  one,  a  vivid  im- 
pression of  their  desolation,  wildness,  and  gloom. 
These  swamps  appear  as  if  they  occupied  the 
bed  of  some  lake  or  stream  which  has  been  filled 
up  by  the  vegetable  matter  that  gathers  in  the 
course  of  ages.  The  stranger  sees  tall  trunks, 
straight  as  arrows,  with  their  tops  woven  together 
into  an  impenetrable  shade,  rising  out  of  the 
water,  which  takes  its  color  from  the  roots  and 
fallen  leaves  of  the  cedars  which  it  steeps.  Here 
the  niins  of  the  ancient  forest  are  heaped  to- 
gether in  confusion ;  the  roots,  and  the  logs,  which 
lie  wild  and  disorderly,  are  covered  with  green 
mantling  moss,  while  an  undergrowth  of  laurel 
makes  it  almost  impossible  to  force  a  passage 
through.  If  he  attempts  to  advance,  he  is  caught 
by  the  laurels,  stumbles  over  the  &llen  timber, 
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and  sinks  to  the  middle  in  ponds,  which  the 
green  moss  conceals  from  his  sight.  A  few 
rays  of  broken  light  only  struggle  through  the 
perpetual  shade ;  nothing  but  his  own  step  breaks 
the  deathlike-  stillness,  except  when  he  occasion- 
ally hears  the  heron's  hollow  scream.  When  a 
breeze  rises,  it  sighs  mournfully  through  the  tops 
of  the  trees,  till  the  tall  cedars  begin  to  wave  and 
grate  upon  each  other,  producmg  sounds  resem- 
bling shriieks  and  groans. 

The  manner  in  which  he  describes  the  move- 
ments of  the  red-wings  also  brings  the  sight  and 
sound  at  once  before  the  reader's  mind.  Some- 
times they  appear  like  a  vast«black  cloud,  varying 
its  shape  every  moment  as  it  drives  before  the 
storm;  sometimes  they  start  up  ia  the  field  with  a 
nobe  like  distant  thunder,  and  the  glittering  of  the 
vermilion  upon  a  thousand  wings  produces  a 
splendid  effect  to  the  eye ;  then,  sweeping  down, 
they  cover  the  tree-^tops  of  a  grove,  and  set  up  a 
general  chorus,  which  can  be  heard  at  a  great  dis- 
tance ;  and  when  listened  to  with  about  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  between,  with  a  slight  breeze  to  swell 
the  flow  of  its  cadences,  the  sound  is  grand  and 
even  sublime. 

In   the  same  manner,  he  describes  the  large 
crow  black-birds,  which  sometimes  gather  in  such 
hosts  that  they  darken  the  air  with  their  num 
bers.      They   rush   up,  with  thundering  sound, 
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firom  the  fields,  and  tbea  desceodingon  the  road^ 
fences,  and  trees,  cover  all  with  black ;  when 
they  ^ther  on  the  boughs  of  a  naked  forest  in 
winter,  all  appears  bung  with  mourning,  theur 
notes  meantime,  resembling  the  roar  of  a  great 
waterfall,  sweUing  and  dying  away  on  the  ear  as 
the  breeze  rises  and  falls:  « 

But  while  Wilson  excels  in  the  grand  and  sol* 
emn,  he  is  equally  excellent  in  the  beautiful  and 
familiar  ;>  his  accounts  of  the  domestic  habits  of 
birds,  of  their  playful  manners,  their  expressive 
music,  and  the  traits  of  character  by  which  they 
are  distinguished  from  each  other,  are  so  admira- 
ble, that  his  great  work  will  be  the  text-book  of 
the  science  in  our  country,  and  none  will  be  so 
ready  to  do  justice  to  his  excellence,  as  those  who 
become  eminent  in  the  same  pursuit,  and  are  thus 
best  able  to  judge  of  his  accuracy  and  power. 

While  Wilson  was  thus  qualified  for  his  under- 
taking by  his  character  and  natural  feeling,  his 
circumstances  were  against  him>  and  he  attempted 
to  find  some  employment,  which  would  suit  his 
taste  better,  and  leave  him  more  leisure  time. 
He  directed  his  attention  to  the  "Literary  Mag- 
azine," then  conducted  by  Charles  Brockden 
Brown,  a  man  of  talent,  whose  reputation  would 
have  stood  very  high  at  present,  had  he  not  been 
misled,  by  the  success  of  "Godwin,  to  adopt  sub- 
jects and  a  style  which  enjoyed  a  certain  degree 
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of  popularity  for  a  tknei  but  whicb  no  loan  of 
taste  can  piermaoently  approve.  The  only  ad- 
vantage which  Wilson  could  fa^ve  proposed  to 
himself  by  writing  for  thia  magazine,  must  have 
been  that  of  making  himself  favoi^bly  koowi^ 
with  a  view  to  some  other  employment ;  for,  in  the 
present  day,  the  rewards  of  literary,  labor  in  this 
countiy  are  not  splendid,  and  in  those  days  there 
were  none ;  writers  by  profession  were  soon  starv- 
ed into  silence,  and  the  periodical  publications 
seemed,  by  a  law  of  their  being,  to  start  into  life 
and  pass  into  fbrgetfulness,  in  rapid  and  orderly 
succession.  Wilson  published  in  it  his  ^' Rural 
Walk''  and  ''Solitary  TiOor'';  but  it  does  not 
appear  that  he  received  any- recompense  for  hb 
contributions.  Mr.  Ord  is  somewhat  severe  upon 
Dennie,  the  editor  of  \'  The  Portfolio,"  for  repub- 
lishing the  ''  Rural  Walk^"  with  a  commendation 
of  its  beauties,  which,,  he  himself  saysy  he  found  it 
impossible  to  discover. .  He  should  have  remem- 
bered, that,  supposing  the  poetry  to  be  bad,  it 
was  not  the  editor  of  a  magazine  abounding  in 
poetical  enormities,  who  could  be  expected  to  act 
the  part  of  a  severe  critic ;  and  the  presumption 
is,  that  Dennie,  who  was  certainly  a  man  of  lite- 
rary pretensions,  discovered,  under  the  harshness 
of  the  numbers,  a  real  poetical  feeling,  and  a  pas- 
sionate love  of  nature,  which,  in  his  view,  formed 
the  soul  of  poetry,  and  was  not  to  be  scorned, 
because  it  dwelt  in  a  lame  and  misshapen  form. 

12 
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It  is  curious  to  see  Wilson,  in  a  letter  to  Mr. 
Lawson,  apologizing  for  his  vanity  in  asking  bis 
kind  offices  to  procure  the  publication  of  these 
pieces  in  the  magazine.  The  sharp  eye  of  bio- 
graphical history  is  sometimes  shut  in  despair  as  i| 
attempts  to  discover  the  dark  comers,  in  which 
men  of  genius  counted  it  a  privilege  and  honor  to 
make  a  first  appearance  before  the  world.  In 
many  cases  of  productions  given  to  the  world,  the 
world  unhappily  remains  for  ever  in  ignorance, 
both  of  the  bounty  and  of  its  benefactor. 

Having  no  great  facility  in  versification,  Wilson 
was  embarrassed  by  the  exactness  of  his  observa- 
tion of  nature,  and  failed,  not  firom  want  of  poeti- 
cal mind  and  feeling,  but  from  want  of  easy  and 
natural  power  td  express  them.  His  accuracy  in 
matters  of  &ct  was  such,  that  he'  seems  to  have 
been  hardly  willing  to  see  them  colored  in  the 
least  by  imagination.  In  a  letter  to  Mr.  Bar- 
tram,  written  about  this  time,  he  criticizes  a  Geo- 
graphy, in  which  it  was  asserted  that  the  people  of 
Scotland  are  prejudiced  against  swine,  and  eat  no 
pork,  because  that  animal  was  once  the  subject  of 
demoniacal  possession.  The  fact,  according  to 
Wilson,  was,  that  Scotland,  though  abounding  in 
pastures,  was  but  poorly  cultivated,  and  of  course 
supported  sheep  and  cattle  in  great  numbers, 
while  it  afforded  but  little  food  for  swine.  It  was 
therefore  needless  to  go  to  the  Scripture,  to  ac- 
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count  f6r  the  origin  of  a  prejudice  which  never 
existed.  Wilson  has  often  inserted  specimens  of 
bis  poetry  in  his  ornithological  descriptions;  and 
every  reader  is  struck  with  the  fact^  that  the 
prose  is  poetical,  while  the  poetry  inclines  to  the 
prosaic;  the  explanation  is,  that  he  was  able  to 
express  himself  in  prose  with  much  greater  free- 
dom^  and  therefore  with  greater  power. 

It  was  not  till  October,  1804,  that  Wilson  com- 
menced his  first  pilgrimage ;  he  set  out  for  Ni- 
agara on  foot  with  two  companions.  It  was  very 
late  in  the  season  to  undertake  such  a  journey, 
in  what  was  then  so  desolate  a  country;  they 
met  with  hardships  which  they  had  not  expected, 
and,  while  they  were  still  in  the  western  region, 
were  overtaken  by  winter,  and  compelled  to  pro- 
ceed on  tbeir  way  through  a  considerable  depth 
of  snow.  He  was  more  persevering  than  the 
companions  of  bis  way ;  one  of  them  remained 
with  his  friends  near  the  Cayuga  Lake;  the 
other  chose  an  easier  mode  of  travelling;  but 
Wilson,  who  was  too  proud  and  hardy  to  give 
out,  went  on  done,  carrying  his  gun  and  baggage 
on  his  shoulders,  and  reached  his  home  on  the 
7th  of  December,  after  an  absence  of  fifty-nine 
days,  in  the  last  of  which,  he  walked  forty-seven 
miles. 

He  published  an  account  of  this  journey,  first 
in  «  The  Portfolio,"  and  afterwards  in  a  separate 
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fonn.  It  was  called  "  The  Fareeters^  a  Poem,^' 
and  had  considerable  merit,  though  strongly 
marked  with  the  prevailing  faults  of  his  poetical 
style ;  soipe  parts  are  written  with  great  truth 
and  energy,  particularly  the  account  of  the 
schoolmaster,  which  was  dictated  by  hb'  own 
experience,  and  would  appear  to  advantage 
among  the  strong  descriptions  of  Crabbe.  He 
was  powerfully  affected  by  the  sight  of  Niagara ; 
ttod  it  is  interesting  to  observe,  how  his  favorite 
pursuit  is  associated  with  every  striking  scene. 
When  he  describes  the  cataract,  with  its  siu" 
pendens  column  of  spray,  rolling  up  from  the  gulf 
into  which  it  falls,  and  floating  away  in  large, 
dark  masses  upon  the  wind,- he  is  not  so  much 
engaged  with  the  grandeur  of  the  scene,  as  not 
to  observe  the  eagle  towering  at  an  immeasurable 
height  above,  unawed  by  any  thing  but  man,- look- 
ing abroad  over  an  immeasurable  reach  of  forest, 
field,  and  sea,  sailing  on  slow  and  majestic  pinion, 
but  capable  of  outriding  the .  storm ;  sometimes 
moving  in  graceful  circles,  like  a  dark  pomt  in 
the  bright  heaven,  then  bearing  away  with  steady 
flight,  till  he  is  lost  in  the  deep  blue  sky. 

Wilson  seems  to  have  regarded  this  journey 
as  a  trial  of  strength  for  the  hardship  which  he 
was  afterwards  to  undergo.  In  a  letter  to  Mr. 
Bartram,  he  expresses  his  satisfaction  at  the  ^result 
of  the  experiment,  saying,  that,  although  he  had 
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just  finished  a  journey  of  moie  than  twelve  hun- 
dred miles  on  foot,  through  deep  snows;  pass- 
ing through  uninhabited  forests,  dangerous  riven, 
and  wild  mountains ;  moving  over  rough  paths 
by  hurried  marches,  and  exposed  to  all  kinds 
of  weather,  —  be  is  so  far  firom  being  satisfied 
with  what  he  has  accomi^ished,  or  duoouraged 
by  what  he  has  encountered,  that  he  feels  nx>re 
earnest  than  ever  to  enter  upon  some  new  and 
more  extensive  expedition.  He  feels  the  most 
perfect  confidence  in  his  own  perseverance  and 
resolution ;  -and,  having  no  family  to  chain  his 
aiSections  or  to  suiSer  from  his  desertion,  no  ties 
but  those  of  friendship  to  break ;  having  a  con- 
stitution which  fatigue  only  hardens,  a  disposi* 
tion  sociable  and .  familiar,  and  as  pucb  at  hone 
by  an  Indian  fire  in  the  woods  as  in  a  city  apart- 
ment; having  moreover  the  n^ost  ardent  lufiec- 
tioa  for  his  chosen  country,  he  feels  persuaded 
that  he  might  do  something  as  a  traveller,  both 
for  himself  and  others.  But  his  ignorance  of 
botany,  mineralogy,  and  other  teiences,  hangs 
like  a  millstone  upon  him,  and  he  asks  advice 
firom  his  venerable  firiend,  as  to  the  best  manner 
of  supplying  his  defects  and  accomplishing  his 
designs.  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  when  he 
was  writing  in  this  manner,  the  whole  amount  of 
his  personal  property  was  three  quarters  of  a 
dollar  1 
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Il  b  SO  difficult  fiNT  one  who  dow  passes  tfaioogh 
the  country,  to  which  WSson  refers  io  this  coui' 
municatioD,  to  conceiye  of  hardships  and  dangers, 
that  it  would  be  interesting  to  give  an  account 
of  it  ffl  his  own  words,  did  the'  limits  of  this  nar- 
rative permit.  He  describes  it  in  a  letter  to 
William  Duncan,  which  begins  with  this  charac" 
terisdc  remarii ;  *^  My  school  this  quarter,  wiB  do 
little  more  than  defray  my  board  and  firewood* 
'Comfortable  intelligence  truly,'  methinks.I  hear 
you  say  ;  but  no  matter."  Mr.  Duncad  liad  left 
them  at  Cayuga  Lake,  and  Wilson  informs  him 
how  they  proceeded  after  their  separation.  He 
and  Isaac,  his  remaining  companion,  passed  the 
night  at  a  miserable  dram-shop,  half  stunned  by 
the  noise  of  a  drunken  party.  They  left  the 
house  at  five  in  the  morning ;  stopped  at  Skene^ 
ateles  Lake,  dined  on  pork-blubber,  and  bread, 
and  passed  the  night  in  Manlius  Square,  a  village 
of  thirty  houses.  He  was  obliged  to  sing,  to 
drown  the  groans  of  his  disconsolate  companion, 
who  could  hardly  make  his  way  through  the 
depth  of  snow  and  mud.  He  took  every  oppor- 
tunity of  .shooting  birds,  and  collectbg  mforma- 
tion.  When  they  came  within  fifteen  miles  of 
Schenectady,  his  companion  got  on  board  a  boat, 
while  he  kept  on  till  it  was  so  dark  that  he  could 
hardly  rescue  bimself  from  the  mud-holes;  and 
thus  he  persevered,  till  his  pantaloons  were  mat- 
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ters  of  history,  and  bis  boots  were  reduced  to  legs 
and  upper  leathers. 

On  tbe  nijg;ht  of  bis^  arrivaly  he  found  that  a 
child  bad  been  named  in  compliment  to  him ; 
tbb  honor  cost  him  she  dollars,  and  left  him  with 
the  sum  which  has  been  mentioned.  He  gave 
an  account  of  this  journey  in  a  letter  to  his  father, 
which  be  concludes  with  the  following  words; 
^I  have  nothing  more  to  say,  but  to  wish  you 
all  the  comfort  which  your  great  age,  and  repu^ 
table,  and  industrious  life,  seem  truly  to  merit. 
In  my  conduct  to  you  I  may  have  erred ;  but  my 
heart  has  ever  preserved  the  most  aflfectionate 
veneration  for  you,  and  I  think  of  you  frequently 
with  tears.  In  a  few  years,  if  I  live  so  lokig,  I 
shall  be  placed  in. your  situation,  looking  back  on 
the  giddy  vanities  of  human  life,  and  all  my 
consolation  in  the  hopes  of  a  happy  futurity."  In 
Wilson's  character,  energy  and  manly  tenderness 
were  always  united  in  their  judt  proportions  ;  his 
tenderness  never  degenerated  into  unmeaning  sen- 
timent, nor  did  his  uncommon  energy  give  cold- 
ness, either  to  his  manners  or  his  heart. 

The  lebure  hourd  of  the  winter  succeeding 
this  tour/ seem  to.  have  been  spent  in  preparing 
"  The  Foresters  "  for  publication*  He  did  how- 
ever complete  drawings  of  two  birds  which  he 
shot  upon  the  Mohawk  river,  and  which  he  took 
nduch  pains  to  preserve^  supposing  them   to  be 


96  AMEBICAN    BIOGBAPHT. 

wholly  new  to  naturalists,  though  one  of  them, 
the  Canadian  Jay,  was  known  before.  These  he 
presented  to  Mr.  Jefferson,  then  President  of.  the 
United  States,  who  acknowledged  the  attention 
in  a  very  civil  and  kind  reply.  *  There  were  few 
in  this  country  at  the  time,  who  had  attended 
more  to  ornithology  than  Mr.  Jefl&rson.  He/ had 
been  led  to  it,  by  preparing  his  Notes  upon  the 
Natural  History  of  Virginia ;  but  one  of  our  com- 
mon birds  presented  an  impenetrable  mystery  to 
him,  and  he  proposed  the  investigation  to  Wilson, 
as  matter  of  curiosity.  The  bird,  be  said,  was 
heard  in  every  forest,  singing  with  notes  clear 
and  sweet  as  those  of  a  nightingale  ;  but^he  was 
never  able  to  get  a  sight  of  it,  though  he  had 
followed  it  for  miles,  except  on  one  occasion ; 
when  he  observed  that  it  resembled  the  mocking 
bird  in  size,  was  thrush-colored  on  the  back,  and 
greyish  white  on  the  breast.  Wilson  needed  iio 
more  to  quicken  him  to  unwearied  researches, 
and  after  most  diligent  inquiry,  it  appeared,  that 
this  wonder  of  the  wood  was  no  other  than  the 
Wood  Thrush,  sometimes  known  by  the  name  of 
Ground  Robin,  though  it  is  not  seen,  as  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson says,  on  the  tops  of  the  tallest  trees,  nor 
does  its  plumage  ^nswer  with  much  exactness  to* 
his  description. 

It  is  due  to  Mr.  Bartram  to  state,  that,  when 
Wilson  pnoposed   the   question   to  him,  he  sug- 
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gested  that  the  Ground  or  Wood  Robin,  as  it  is 
sometimes  called,  was  the  bird  in  question.  It 
is  a  little  singular,  that  such  a  musician  as  the 
wood-thrush  should  not  have  been  more  early 
and  generally  known.  It  is  retiring  in  its  hab- 
its, it  is  true;  but,  though  a  lover  of  solitude, 
it  can  be  found  by  those  who  search  for  it  in 
shaded  hollows,  among  the  wild  vines  and  alders. 
Wilson  describes  its  performance  with  his  usual 
beauty.  He  says,  that,  from  the  top  of  a  tall  tree 
that  rises  above  the  deepest  shade  of  the  forest, 
this  bird  pipes  his  clear  notes  in  seeming  ecstasy ; 
the  prelude  or  symphony  resembles  the  double- 
tonguing  of  a  flute,  and  sometimes  the  tinkling  of 
a  little  belU  The  whole  song  consists  of  several 
distinct  parts,  at  the  close  of  each  of  which,  the 
voice  is  not  sunk,  but  suspended  ;  and  the  close 
is  managed  with  such  charming  effect  as  to 
soothe  and  tranquillize  the  mind,  and  to  seem 
sweeter  and  sweeter,  every  time  it  is  repeated. 
In  dark  and  wet  weather,  when  other  birds  are 
melancholy  and  silent,  the  notes  of  the  wood- 
thrush  thrill  through  the  dropping  woods,  and 
his  song  grows  sweeter  in  proportion  to  the  sad- 
ness of  the  day.  Though  this  bird  had  been 
described  by  naturalists,  no  one  had  taken  notice 
of  its  melody,  and  Buffon,  in  particular,  had,  as 
has  been  mentioned,  applied  bis  favorite  theory, 
VOL.  n.  7  K 
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Id  account  fiur  its  entire  want  of  all  muaioal 
powers 

But  these  judicious  attentions,  though  they 
served  to  flatter,  and  encourage  him,  could  not 
supply  the  means  for  his  support.  In  the  spring 
of  1805,  he  says,  that  the  sum  of  fifteen  dollars 
was  all  that  he  could  raise  from  his  school,  con- 
siking  of  twenty-six  scholars.  This  would  not 
answer  the  purpose ;  he  therefore  called  together 
the  trustees,,  and  stated  to  them,  that  it  was  ne- 
cessary for  him  to  jetire.  from  their  service.  Their 
movement  on  the  occasion,  shows,  much  to  his 
credit,  that  he  was  faithful  in  this  uninviting  em- 
ployment, though  his  heart  was  all  the  while  set 
upon  another.  Two  of  them  offered  to  pay  of 
themselves  one  hundred  dollars  a  year,  rather 
than  permit  him  to  go ;  a  meeting  was  immedi- 
ately called ;  forty-six  scholars  were  subscribed 
for,  and  he  remained  in  his  humble  vocation. 
The  embarrassment  arose  from  the  unusual  sever- 
ity of  the  winter,  in  which  the  Delaware  was  fro- 
zen for  two  months,  and  the  poor,  througl]KMit  the 
country,  suffered  much  with  hunger  and  cold. 

While  he  was  thus  engaged  in  the  essential 
business  of  securing  a  subsistence,  he  endeavored 
to  interest  others  in  his  favwite  pursuit,  and  many 
touches  of  his  own  enthusiasm  appear  in  his  let- 
ters. He  exhorts  his  nephew,  Mr.  Duncan,  if 
he  finds  any  curious  birds,  to  take  psuns  to  pre- 
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serve  tbero,  or  at  least  tbelr  skinSy  which  will 
answer  bis  purpose  nearly  as  well ;  and,  by  way 
of  relief  to  his  labors  on  bis  farm,  Wilson  begs 
him  to  keep  an  acoount  of  every  thing  that  strikes 
bim  as  new  or  interesting ;  he  tells  him,  that,  with 
the  great  volume  of  nature  open  befi>re  bim,  he 
can  never  be  at  a  loss  for  amusement.  *'  Look 
out,"  he  says,  *^  now  and  then  for  natural  curi- 
osities, as  you  traverse  your  farm,  and  remem- 
ber me  as  you  wander  through  your  woody  sdi- 
tudes."  All  his  conrespondence  with  thb  rela- 
tive expresses  a  strong  attachment;  the  &rm, 
their  joint  purchase,  not  having  turned  out  to 
be  profitable,  Wilson  wishes  him  to  dbpose  of  it 
in  some  way,  if  possible,  that  they  might  not  be 
separated  from  each  other.  But  he  cautkms 
him  not  to  let  his  desire  to  leave  the  place 
induce  bim  to  submit  to  imposition.  He  ob* 
serves,  *^  more  than  half  the  knavery  of  one  half 
of  mankind  is.  owing  to  the  simplksity  of  the 
other  half."  If  his  nephew  is  inclined  to  low 
spirits,  Wilson  suggests  .to  him,  that  bis  dress, 
compared  with  that  which  he  formerly  wore, 
i^oiild,  if  tdermbly  well  described,  afford  a  pic- 
ture thai  would  make  a  mourner  smile.  But  it 
is  no  sufficient  cause  for  depre8sk>n;  for  he  is 
dressed  like  those  about  bim.  Wilson  specially 
notes,  that  a  worthy,  whom  he  saw  in  that  coun-  . 
try,  wore  a  hat  whfch  had  lost  every  particle  of 
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It  is  curious  to  see  Wilson,  in  a  letter  to  Mr. 
Lawson,  apologizing  for  his  vanity  in  asking  bis 
kind  offices  to  procure  the  publication  of  these 
pieces  in  the  magazine.  The  sharp  eye  of  bio- 
graphical history  is  sometimes  shut  in  despair  as  i$ 
attempts  to  discover  the  dark  comers^  in  which 
men  of  genius  counted  it  a  privilege  and  honor  to 
make  a  first  appearance  before  the  world.  In 
many  cases  of  productions  given  to  the  world,  the 
world  unhappily  remsuns  for  ever  in  ignorance, 
both  of  the  bounty  and  of  its  benefactor. 

Having  no  great  facility  in  versification,  Wilson 
was  embarrassed  by  the  exactness  of  his  observa- 
tion of  nature,  and  failed,  not  firom  want  of  poeti- 
cal mind  and  feeling,  but  from  want  of  easy  anjd 
natural  power  td  express  them.  His  accuracy  in 
matters  of  fact  was  such,  that  he'  seems  to  have 
been  hardly  willing  to  see  them  colored  in  the 
least  by  imagination.  In  a  letter  to  Mr.  Bar- 
tram,  written  about  this  time,  he  criticizes  a  Geo- 
graphy, in  which  it  was  asserted  that  the  people  of 
Scotland  are  prejudiced  against  swine,  and  eat  no 
pork,  because  that  animal  was  once  the  subject  of 
demoniacal  possession.  The  fact,  according  to 
Wilson,  was,  that  Scotland,  though  abounding  in 
pastures,  was  but  poorly  cultivated,  and  of  course 
supported  sheep  and  cattle  in  great  numbers, 
while  it  aflforded  but  little  food  for  swine.  It  was 
therefore  needless  to  go  to  the  Scripture,  to  ac- 
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count  for  the  origb  of  a  prejudice  which  never 
exbted.  Wilson  has  often  inserted  specimens  of 
his  poetry  in  his  ornithological  descriptions;  and 
every  reader  is  struck  with  the  bet,  that  the 
prose  is  poetical,  while  the  poetry  inclines  to  the 
prossuc;  the  explanation  is,  that  he  was  able  to 
express  himself  in  prose  with  much  greater  free- 
dom,  and  therefore  with  greater  power. 

It  was  not  till  October,  1804,  that  Wilson  com- 
menced his  first  pilgrimage ;  he  set  out  for  Ni- 
agara on  foot  with  two  companions.  It  was  very 
late  in  the  season  to  undertake  such  a  journey, 
in  what  was  then  so  desolate  a  country;  they 
met  with  hardships  which  they  had  not  expected, 
9nd,  while  they  were  still  in  the  western  region, 
were  overtaken  by  winter,  and  compelled  to  pro- 
ceed on  their  way  through  a  considerable  depth 
of  snow.  He  was  more  persevering  than  the 
companions  of  his  way ;  one  of  them  remained 
with  his  friends  near  the  Cayuga  Lake;  the 
other  chose  an  easier  mode  of  travelling;  but 
Wilson,  who  was  too  proud  and  hardy  to  give 
out,  went  on  alone,^ carrying  his  gun  and  baggage 
on  his  shoulders,  and  reached  his  home  on  the 
7th  of  December,  after  an  absence  of  fifty-nine 
days,  in  the  last  of  which,  he  walked  forty-seven 
miles. 

He  published  an  account  of  this  journey,  first 
in  "  The  Portfolio,"  and  afterwards  in  a  separate 
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whh  h,  as  to  transaih  it  at  cMice  to  bis  orade, 
Mr.  Baitrun.  He  then  proceeded  to  execute 
another;  bat  hb  deliberate  judgment  was  not 
salis6ed  with  the  result  erf*  hb  labors.  The  first 
two  plates  only  or  the  Ornithology  were  etched 
by  his  own  hands.  He  was  soon  convinced,  that 
nothing  but  the  graver  would  give  proper  effect 
to  bis  illustradons. 

But  engraving  seemed  beyond  bis  reach.  A 
proposal  which  he  made  to  Mr.  Liawson  to  en- 
gage in  the  w<^k  with  him  was  declined,  and  the 
whole  aspect  of  thitigs  was  unpromising ;  still,  so 
fiir  from  bring  disheartened,  he  solemnly  declared, 
that  he  would  proceed  with  his  plan,  even  if  it 
should  cost  him  his  life.  "  I  shall  at  least  leave," 
said  he,  **  a  small  beacon  to  jicint  out  where 
I  perished !  *'  No  one  can  help  admiring  this 
manly  spirit,  which  no  failure  coul4  depress,  and 
no  obstacle  withstand.  But  the  close  of  the  year 
1805  found  him  nearly  where  he  was  when  it 
began ;  for  it  appears  that  his  second  attempt  at 
etching  was  sent  to  Mr.  Bartram,  with  a  note 
containing  the  wishes  and  salutations  of  a  new 
year. 

While  he  was  iil  this  undecided  state,  and  the 
object  was  growing  more  dear  to  him,  as  it  seemed 
more  difficult  to  attain  it,  every  thing  excited  his 
ardent  imagination.  When  in  Philadelphia,  he 
sought  acquaintitnce  with  a  person,  who,  in  IBCH, 
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went  down  the  Ohio,  in  a  stnall  batteau,  with  a 
single  companion.  He  was  told  that  the  coun- 
try was  exceedingly  beautiful,  and  that  the  trav- 
elling was  not  uncomfortable;  they  had  an  awn- 
ing, and  dept  on  board  the  boat,  and  by  sailmg 
night  and  day  could  move  at  the  rate  of  seventy 
miles  in  the  twenty-four  hours.  One  solitary  ad- 
venturer in  a  small  boat,  going  from  Wheeling 
to  New  Orleans,  was  the  only  person  whom  they 
met  upon  the  river!  Wilson  wished  to  arrange 
the  plan  of  a  similaar  expedition,  and  to  prevail  on 
Mr.  Bartram  to  bear  him  company ;  but  he  soon 
after  saw  by  the  newspapers,  that  a  party  was 
to  be  sent  out  by  the  government,  to  explore  the 
valley  of  the  Mississippi,  and  it  occurred  to  him  at 
once,  that  the  west  would  be  the  best  field  for 
bis  labors.  His  friend  agreed  with  him  in  opin- 
ion, and  advised  him  to  write  an  application  to 
the  President,  which  be  would  enclose  in  a  let- 
ter of  his  own.  This  was  accordingly  done,  and 
his  application  contains  so  distinct  a  statement  of 
what  he  had  already  done,  and  what  he  hoped 
to  accomplish,  that  the  reader  will  not  be  dis- 
pleased with  its  insertion.  It  was  addressed  to 
''  His  Exeelkncy,  Thomas  Jefferson,  President 
of  the  United  States." 


ea^I80& 


**  Wamog  been  eog^Mged  these  aevend  jeus  k 
eonectiDg;  imterials  and  famishing  dmrings  from 
■atnre,  inth  the  design  of  pabfishing  a  new  Orni- 
thdogj  of  the  United  States  of  Amefira,  so  de- 
ficient ia  the  works  of  Cated>j,  Edwaids,  a|id 
other  EmopeanSy  I  have  tnveised  the  greats 
parts  of  our  northern  and  eastern  districts,  and 
have  collected  many  birds,  undescrihed  by  these 
naturalists*  Upwards  of  one  hundred  drawings 
are  completed,  and  two  plates  in  folio  already  en- 
graved. But  as  many  beaudfiil  tribes  frequent 
the  Ohio,  and  the  extensive  country  through 
which  it  passes,  that  probably  never  vbit  the  Atlan- 
tic States ;  and  as  faithfiil  representations  of  these 
birds  can  only  be  taken  from  living  nature,  or  from 
birds  newly  killed,  I  had  planned  an  expedition 
down  that  river,  from  Pittsburg  to  the  Mississippi, 
thence  to  New  Orleans,  and  to  continue  my  re- 
searches by  laod,  in  returning  to  Philadelphia.  I 
had  engaged  as  a  companion  and  assistant,  Mr. 
William  Bartram,  of  this  place,  whose^  knowledge 
of  Botany,  as  well  as  of  Zoology,  would  have 
enabled  me  to  make  the  best  of  the  voyage,  and 
to  collect  many  new  specimens  m  both  those  de- 
partments. Sketches  of  these  were  to  have  been 
taken  on  the  spot,  and  the  subjects  put  in  a  st^te 
of  preservation!  to  finish  our  drawings  from  them. 
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as  time  would  permit.  We  intended  to  set  out 
&OI1I  Pittsburg  about  the  beginnbg  of  May,  and 
we  expected  to  reach  New  Orleans  in  Septem- 
ber.. 

<<But  my  venerable  iinend,  Mr.  Bartram,  tak- 
mg  into  more  serious  consideration  his  advanced 
age,  being  near  seveilty,  and  the  weakness  of 
his  eyesight;  and  apprehensive  of  His  inability 
to  encounter  the  fatigues  and  privations  unavoida- 
ble in  so  extensive  a  tour ;  having,  to  my  extreme 
regret  and  the  real  loss  of  science,  been  bduced 
to  decline  the  journey ;  I  had  reluctantly  aban- 
doned the  enterprise,  and  all  hopes  of  accom- 
plishing my  purpose  ;  till,  hearing  that  your  Ex- 
cellency had  it  in  contemplation  to  send  travel- 
lers this  ensuing  summer  up  the  Red  River,  the 
Arkansaw,  and  other  tributary  streams  of  the 
Mississippi,  and  believing  that  my  services  might 
be  of  advantage  to  some  of  these  parties,  in  pro- 
moting your  Excellency's  design,  while  the  best 
opportunities  would  be  afforded  me  of  procur- 
ing subjects  for  the  work  which  I  have  so  much 
at  heart ;  under  these  impressions  I  beg  leave  to 
offer  myself  for  any  of  these  expeditions,  and 
can  be  ready,  at  short  notice,  to  attend  to  your 
Excellency's,  orders. 

^<  Accustomed  to  the  hardships  of  travelling, 
without  a  family,  and  an  enthusiast  in  the  pur- 
suit of  natural  history,  I  will   devote  my  whole 
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powen  to  merit  your  Excellency's  apprdiMitioo  ; 
and   ardently  wish  for  an  opportunity  of  testify- 
ing the  sincerity  of  my  professions,  and  the  deep 
veneration  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
•    <<  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

'^  Alexanbxr  Wilson.*' 

To  this'application  Wilson  received  no  answer, 
nor  was  he  appointed  to  take  part  in  the  expedi- 
tion ;  a  result  which  appears  to  be  highly  satis- 
fiictory  to  his  Scotch  biographer,  who  exults  in 
it  as  a  proof  of  the  indifiecence  of  republics  to 
all  scientific  interests  and  claims.  It  m^y  be 
doubted,  whether,  had  Wilson  written  a  similar 
application  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  unsup- 
ported by  influence,  he  would  have  leceived  an 
answer  by  the  next  mail ;  but  however  this  may 
be,  if  Mr^  Jefferson  was  generally  courteous  lund 
attentive  to  such  applications,  it  is  more  easy  to 
suppose,  that  Wilson's  memorial  was  mislaid^  or 
that  it  never  readied  him,  thaii  that  it  was  in*- 
tentionally  neglected.  No  light  can  now  be 
thrown  upon  the  subject ;'  but  sis  all  the  rest  of 
the  President's  intercourse  with  Wilscns  was  kind 
and  even  flattering,  diere  b  no  reason  to  suppose 
that  the  naturalist  was  purposely  neglected  on  this 
occasion. 

Wilson,  as  has  been  said,  waf  a  demoted  ad-* 
mirer  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  and  of  coqrae  anranged 
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hiinsetf  with  the  f  revailing  party.  But  dther  his 
experience  in  Scotland,  or  his  deep  interest  in 
his  new  pursuit,  had  caused  him  to  reflect,  that, 
while  every  citizen  is  bound  to  do  hi^  political 
duty,  he  will  not  be  liMy  to  do  it  any  better, 
ibr  givmg  up  bis  heart  and  soul  to  paity.  His 
nephew  consulted  him  upon  the  subject  of  poli- 
tics ;  haying  taken  charge  of  a  school,  and  bring 
probably  impatient  of  the  inactive  life  to  which 
it  condemned  him,  Mr.  Duncan  seems  to  have 
thought  that  he  could  give  an  agreeable  variety 
to  existence,  by  taking  a  more  open  and  vigorous 
part  in  political  discussion;  Wilson  answered  him, 
with  great  good  sense,  that  political  ardor  had 
made  him  so  many  enemies  and  ddne  so  littie 
good,  that  he  was  persuaded,  both  for  himself 
and  his  friends,  that  the  less  they  harangued  on 
that  subject,  the  better.  If  they  attended  punc- 
tually to  the  duties  of  their  professdon,  makmg 
their  busmess  their  pleasure,  and  aimed,  more 
than  any  thing  else,  at  the  good  discipline  and 
instruction  of  their  pupils,  they  were  sure  to  reach 
all  the  respectability  and  success,  to  which  it  was 
worth  while^  for  them  to  aspire. 

These  sentiments  were  highly  honorable  to  his 
judgment  and  discretion.  There  are  two  classes 
of  men  in  this  oountry  ;  those  who  take  too  much 
interest  in  politics,  and  those  who  take  too  IH- 
de.     The  former  make  themselves  entire  slaves 
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to  JMrty,  and  their  m'lnds  are  id  such  a  state  of 
Sery  excitement,  that  thej  have  not  the  least 
power  to  judge  deliberately  of  measures  or  men. 
They  deify  &eir  own  leaders,  and  libel  and  slan- 
der all  other  men;  and,  while  in  this  partial 
insanity,  they  are  so  little  capable  of  discerning 
between  right  and  wrong,  between  slavery  and 
freedom,  that  they  exult  when  some  artful  dem- 
agogue uses  them  for  his  own  purposes,  even 
if  he  holds  the  rein  with  a  hand  so  tyrannical 
that  their  bits  are  covered  with  blood.  The 
other  class  are  those,  who  are  so  disgusted  with 
the  atrocious  violence  of  party,  that  they  retreat 
firom  all  interest  in  public  men  and  affiiirs ;  and, 
like  the  disciples  of  Rousseau,  weary  of  social 
evils,  give  up  society  itself,  as  if  the  way  to  rem- 
edy evils  was  to  let  them  alone.  By  taking  this 
unmanly  course  they  leave  the  field  open  to  the 
unprincipled  and  usurping,  and  the  unhappy  re- 
sult sometimes  is,  that  bad  men  triumph,  not  by 
their  own  exertions,  so  much  as  by  the  unfaitli- 
fulness  of  good  men  to  their .  duty. 

Wilson,  who  was  seldom  wanting  ia  right  dis- 
cernment, adopted  the  course  which  alone  is  hon- 
orable and  conscientious  in  a  private  man ;  he 
took  sufficient  interest  in  public  affairs  to  be  able 
to  know  and  do  his  political  duty;  and,,  at  the 
same  time,  refused  to  surrender  his  judgment  to 
party  dictation,  or  to  suSdt  party  violence  to  set 
fire  to  his  heart. 
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111  this  same  letter,  Wiboo  speaks  of  bis  appli« 
nation  to  Mr.  JefTerson,  expressing  some  surprise 
that  the  President,  who  was  the  friend  of  Mr. 
Bartram,  should  have  taken  no  notice  of  a  memo- 
rial which  he  had  presented.  **  No  hurry  of  busi- 
ness could  excuse  it"  But  he  was  not  to  be 
discouraged  by  this  failure;  and  as  he  and  his 
nephew  had  been  gaining  something  by  their 
schools,  he  proposed  that  they  should  undertake 
an  expedition,  by  themselves,  through  the  south- 
western regions.  The  close  of  this  letter  gives  a 
lively  idea  of  his  situation.  ^'  I  wiU  proceed  in  the 
affiiir  as  you  may  think  best,  notwithstanding  my 
eager  wishes  and  the  disagreeableness  of  my  pres^ 
ent  situation.  I  write  this  letter  in  the  school- 
house,  -^  past  ten  at  night,  —  L.'s  folks  all  gone 
to  roost,  —  the  flying  squirrels  rattling  in  the  loft 
above  me,  and  the  cats  squalling  in  the  cellar  be« 
low.'  Wishing  you  a  continuation  of  that  success 
in  teaching,  which  has  already  done  you  so  much 
credit,  I  bid  you,  for  the  present,  good  night." 

Better  days  now  began  to  dawn  on  Wilson ; 
better,  since  they  placed  him  in  a  more  fiivorable 
position  for  accomplishing  his  great  design.  Mr. 
Samuel  F.  Bradford,  a  publisher  in  Philadelphia, 
having  undertaken  an  edition  of  Rees's  Cyclope- 
dia, Wilson  was  recommended  to  him,  as  a  per- 
son well  qualified  to  superintend  the  work,  and 
bis  services  were  immediately  secured.      What 
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recompense  was  ofiered  hini,  is  not  stated.  In  a 
letter  to  a  friend^  he  says  that  it  was  generous  | 
but  he  gained  by  this  engagement,  what  be  val-' 
ued  fiur  more  than  proBt,  and  that  was,  the  pros* 
pect  of  being  aUe  to  puWsh  his  Ornithology,  in  a 
manner  answering  to  his  imaginations  and  desires. 
For,  when  be  explained  the  nature  and  object  of 
the  work  to  Mr.  Bradford,  he  readily  consented 
to  become  the  publisher,  and  to  supply  the  funds 
necessary  for  so  expensive  a  publication. 

Wilson  entered,  as  usual,  with  all  his  heart, 
upon  his  new  labors.  His  situation  gave  hini  an 
opportunity  of  becommg  acquainted  with  scientific 
men.  Among  bis  lettetv,  is  one  recommending 
Michaux,  the  celebrated  botanbt,  to  .a  friend  who 
lived  near  the  Niagara  Falls,  in  which  he  speaks 
of  the  foreigner  as  his  friend,  and  solicits  in  his 
iavor  the  desired  attentions.  About  the  same 
time,  he  writes  to  Mr.  Duncan,  that  the  Ornithol- 
ogy, is  commenced,  and  Mr.  Lawson  is  to  have 
Dne  of  the  plates  completely^finished  on  that  dayy 
April  8th,  1807.  He  intends,  he  says,  to  set  the 
printer  at  woric  to  print  each  bird  in  its  natural 
colors,  that  the  black  ink  may  not  stsin  the  fine 
tmts.  Twenty-five  hundred  copies  of  the  pros- 
pectus are  to  be  sent  to  all  parts  of  the  country, 
and  agents  to  be  appdnted  in  every  considerable 
town.  All  possible  means  are  to  be  taken  to  se- 
cure the  success  of  the  voric,  and  if  it  brings  an]^. 
harvest,  bis  friend  shall  share  it  with  him. 
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That  Wilson's  new  engagements  did  not  bter- 
lere  with  bis  pursuits  as  an  ornithologisty  is  suffi- 
ciently evident  from  his  own  tecount  of  himself. 
He  says  in  a  letter,  that  he  went  out  that  mom? 
ing,  at  day-hreak,  for  the  purpose  of  shooting  a 
nut-hatch,  wearing  shoes  instead  of  boots,  for  the 
sake  of  more  rapid  motion.  ^  After  jumping  a 
hundred  fences,  he  found  himself  at  the  junction 
of  the  Schuylkill  and  Delaware,  without  having 
overtaken  the  bird  ;  but  not  without  getting  com- 
pletely wet,  while  he  was  flowing  with  pe^ira- 
tion.  Contrary  to  the  maxims  of  physicians,  the 
prescription,  he  says,  did  him  good,  and  he  in- 
tends to  repeat  it  on  the  first  opportunity.  He 
writes  also  to  Mr.  Bartram,  whose  image  is  before 
him,  enjoying  himself  in  his  Paradise,  while 
spring  is  casting  her  leaves,  buds,  and  blossoms, 
on  all  around  him,  the  birds  lifting  up  their  voices, 
and  the  zephyrs  shedding  fragrance  from  their 
wings.  With  this,  he  compares  his  own  condi« 
tioD,  immured  among  books,  with  nothing  to  look 
upon  but  walls  and  chimneys,  and  hearing  nothing 
but  the  city's  everlasting  din.  He  concludes  with 
the  following  characteristic  expression ;  ^'  If  I  don^t 
launch  into  the  woods  and  fields  oftener  than  I 
have  done  these  twelve  months,  may  I  be  trans- 
formed into  a  street  musician." 

In  the  month  of  August,  1807,  he  left  Phila- 
delphia^  and  commenced  a  tour  through  the  State» 
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■I  which  he  piocimd  mao  j  speoniens  and  much 
addidonal  infbmiadoD.  It  m  erident,  that  he  had 
made  ooosidenUe  advanoes,  from  hb  begioomg 
to  criticae  the  nomeodatore  of  Ameiicaa  hirds, 
ooropfadniDg  of  .the  sped6c  name  ^  wugruiorius,^^ 
as  not  more  descriptiTe  of  the  Hobby  than  of  any 
otho'  thraahy  and  the  tenn  JEhcrofMniy  as  apidied  to 
the  fatfge  DQt-hatch,  which  is  quite  diftrent  from 
the  Etiiopean.  He  had  thought  much  on  the 
subject  of  these  names^  md  was  doubtful  whether 
to  btroduce  a  new  nomeDcIature,  or  sanetion,  by 
adopting,  one  which  he  did  not  approve. 

In  the  month  of  Septembw,  1808,  the  -first  toI- 
ume  of  the  Amebican  OnmTHOLOGT  was  given 
to  the  worid.  The  prospectus  bad  set  forth  the 
character  of  the  work,  but  no  one  was  prepared 
£>r  so  fine  a  specimen  of  the  arts  in  this  country ; 
and  really,  compared  with  imy  thing  whidi  bad 
gone  before  it,  it  might  well  have  caused  as  much 
surprise  and  delight,  as  the  magnificent  illustra- 
tions of  Audubon  at  the  present  day.  »It  is  mat- 
ter of  great  regret,  no  doubt,  but  not  of  wonder, 
that  it  met  with  no  greater  patronage ;  no  jaste 
for  such  luxuries  had  then  been  formed  in  the 
country ;  and  those  who  would  have  valued  it  in 
that  light,  preferred  luxuries,  as  expensive  per- 
haps, but  less  intellectual ;  while  those  who  took 
an  interest  in  the  study,  were  generally  persons, 
-who  would  as  soon  have  thought  of  paying  the 
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aitianal  debt,  as  of  nu^g  jnoney  for  tbe  pur- 
«hase  oi  such  a  book. . 

How  would  WaLsoq.  Jiimself^  for  example,  have 
beea  aUe  to  bujr  Ihe  work  with  his  sleoder  ra- 
flouroes,  had  it  beoD  piiUisfaed  by  aoocher  ?  Had 
ktt  lined. longer,  it  would  haye  .been  considered 
unfi)rtanale,  that  he  begaa*  on-  so-  large  a  scale. 
Ais  plan  was,  after  Us  great  work  was  finished,  to 
jpoblish  lOMtbet  edition  in  foor  volanies  octavo, 
^mA  drawings  tm  wood  like  Bewick's  '^  British 
Birds."  As  this  could  Have  been  sold  at  one 
sevelith'part  of  the  price  of  the  larger  editkn,  it 
fwould4faav6  ciKulated  more  generally,  and  wouM 
Iwve  tended  lo  prepare  the  way  for  the  more  ex- 
fiensive  edition;  but  as  the  greater  wodc  came 
first,  it  feirinto  the  hands  of  many,  wlio  were 
richer  in  wealth  than  in  taste ;  and,  being  thus 
shut  bp  in  tbe  saloons  of  the  affluent  or  in  the  li- 
fararies  of  learned  institutions,  it  was  a  sealed  book 
to  most  of  those,  on  whom  the  naturalist  must 
depend,  .to  mderstand  his  merits  and  do  justkse 
to  his  name. 

It  18  melancholy  te  (think,  that  sndi  a  ^man  as 
Wilson  8kould.be  oompettedlejnf,  as  he  did  in 
the  Etafiue  Ho  the  fifth  vabme,  Aat  his  only  ne- 
compense  had  been  the  approbation  (J  Us  coun- 
trymen and  the  pleasuie  of  the  :pnrsutt.  But  still, 
so  fiu:  from  regarding  this  as  a  cepvoaoli  to  hk 
countrymen,  it  seems  honorable  to  the  nation  thm 

VOL.  II  8  L  2 


114  AMBmiCAM    BI04IBAFHT. 

he  should  have  been  able  to  publish  it  at  alL 
For,  as  has  been  said,  the  expense  <^  the  woik 
fiu:  exceeded  the  means  €)(  most  of  those,  whose 
taste  and  feding  would  have  led  them  to  become 
his  subscribeis;  while  a  great  proportion  of  those, 
who  did  subscrihe,  had  no  £xidness  for  the  scir 
eoce,  nor  even  for  the  display  of  ait  which  it 
aflbrded ;  and,  on  the  contrary,  had  gathered  their 
wealth  bj  trade  and  labor,  in  which  they  did  not 
learn  to  spend  it  without  what  was  in  their  opin- 
ion value  received. 

The  probability  is,  that  most  of  those,  who  be- 
came his  patrons,  did  so,  not  because  they  cared 
to  possess  such  a  work,  but  because  they  wished 
to  encourage  an  enterprise,  which  they  regarded 
as  honorable  to  the  American  name*  It  would 
not  perhaps  be  too  much  to  say,  that,  considering 
the  increased  wealth  of  the  country,  the  subscript- 
tion  for  Wilson's  work,  was  even  more  liberal, 
than  that  for  Audubon's  at  present ;  and  yet  Wil- 
son bad  no  herald  to  go  before  hiip;  while  hip 
distinguished  successor  h^d  the  benefit  of  all  the 
attraction  which  Wilson  had  given  to  the  science, 
and  of  many  pleasmg  associations,  all  teading  to 
secure  him  the  patronage  which  his  talents  and 
exertions  deserve. 

One  of  the  greatest  pleasures  connected  with 
the  publication  of  this  first  volume,^  was  that  of 
transmitting  it  to  bis  friends  in  Europe,  of  whom 
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he  was  nevec  forgetful,  either  in  prosperity  or 
scNTow.  His  Scotch  biographer  furnishes  a  letter, 
addressed  to  his  father  at  the  time,  in  which  he 
speaks  with  great  satisfaction  of  the  result  of  his 
labors,  but  seems  at  a  loss  to  know  whether  he 
should  lose  or  gain  by  the  work  in  a,  pecuniary 
point  of  view.  He  says,  that  he  has  spent  all  be 
had  in  giving  exbtence  to  the  first  volume ;  but 
he  has  met  with  an  honorable  reception  fix>m  men 
whose  good  opinion  he  was  ambitious  to  gain,  and 
has  collected  bformation  to  such  an  amount  as  will 
secure  to  his  work  at  least  the  credit  of  original- 
ity. In  the  clos^  of  the  letter,  he  earnestly  de- 
sires to  be  remembered  to  his  old .  companions, 
whom  he  never  expects  to  see  again.  '^  I  would 
willingly ,''  he  says,  ^^  give  a  hundred  dollars  to 
spend  a  few  days  with  you  all  in  Paisley;  but, 
like  a'  true  bird  of  passage,  I  would  again  wing 
my  way  across  the  western  waste  of  waters,  to  the 
peaceful  and  happy  regions  of  America.  What 
has  become  of  David,  that  I  never  hear  from  him  ? 
Let  me  know,  my  dear  father,  how  you  live,  and 
how  you  enjoy  your  health  at  your  advanced  age. 
I  trust  the  publication  I  have  now  commenced, 
and  which  has  procured  for  me  reputation  and 
respect,  will  also  enable  me  to  contribute  to  yeur 
independence  and  comfort,  in  return  for  what  I 
owe  to  you.  To  my  step-mother,  sisters,  broth- 
ers, and  friends,  I -beg  to  be  remembered  affec- 
tionately." 
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lo  tke  ktter  put  of  September,  1808,  WlhM 
aeC«ut  OB  a  tarn  to  the  Eastern  Stales,  to  exhibit 
fab  ipork,  mad  proene  snhscribeis.  He  did  not 
undertake  the  expeditioD  with  a  veiy  %ht  heart ; 
for  be  was  well  aware,  that  the  bearer  of  a  sab- 
sonpiiflB  paper  is  aridom  weloomed  with  rapture, 
and  far  a  mam  like  Um  to  plead  his  pwa  cause  to 
the  indifferent  or  the  insolent,  was  a  severe  and 
pabfiil  triaL  Stilly  as  it  was  neoessaiy,  be  did  not 
shrink  fiom  the  undertakbg ;  btf t  he  fears  lest  he 
shall  make  the  discoyeiy,.that  he  has  bellowed  a 
gnat  deal  of  labor  and  expense  te  veiy  little  pur- 
pose. 

One  thing  consoled  him  under  his  dai&er  antica- 
pations;  it  wa%  that  be  should  see  the  glorious 
&ce  of  natote,  and  gain  more  fimiliarity  with  her 
admirable  productions.  He  did  not  mean  to  sit 
with  folded  hands,  waiting  for  circumstances  to 
iavor  bis  enterprise ;  if  he  could  get  nothing  else 
by  bb  tour,  be  could  increase  hb  knowledge ;  and 
accordingly  be  tells  us,  while  on  hb  joumey,  that 
be  has  estabibhed  cofrespondenUi,  like  pickets 
and  ootposts,  in  every  comer  of  the  northern  re- 
gions, so  that  scarcely  a  .wren/or  a  tit  shall  be 
Me  to  pass  from  Tork  to  Canada,  without  imme- 
diate inlelligenoe  being  conveyed  to  him.  In  the 
patronage  which  be  mceived,  he  was:'  certainly 
disappointed ;  but,  discouraging  as  it  was,  he  as- 
^carSied  it  to  the  right  cause ;  and  allowed  himself 
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to  be  gratified,  as  well  he  might,  with  the  expies- 
skms  of  achniiatioa  which  he  heaid  in  eTeiy 
quartec  These  were  fioni  men  of  taste  and  lite* 
rature,  to  whom  it  was  as  much  matter  of  regret 
as  to  him^,.  thst  tbej  had  noclmg  but  this  kind  of 
eocouxagemesi  to  bestow. 

The  manner,,  in  whiefa  he  pxx^eeded  on  these  - 
occasions,  appears  in  his  accoiuit  of  his  visit  at 
Pnnceton  and  other  ^aces.  He  put  copies  of 
his  pro^ectus  in  his  pocket,  took  his  book  under 
his  arm,  and  went  to  waft  on  the  doctors  of  the 
College.  He  ibund  Dr.  Smith,  the  President,  and 
Dr.  M^'Lean,  the  Professor  of  Natural  History. 
In  Newark  and  Elizabethtown,  the  same  process 
was  repeated ;  and  in  each  he  feund  a  few  sub- 
scffibers  and -many  aAnirecs;.  In  New  York  he 
received  roucfa  kind  atteption  from  the  professcNrs 
at  Columbia  College,  porticulariy  feom  one,  a 
Scotchman^  whose  name-was  Wilson.  He  spent 
his  time  in  traversing  the  street  from  one  house 
to  another^  till  he  eould  perceive  gentlemen 
pointing  him  cMit,  m  he  passed  with  Iiis  book  un- 
der his  arm,  and  he  believed  that  he  was  as  gen* 
eraUy  known  as  die  town-ciier.  The  business 
of  exhibiting  his  work  to  so  mzny  who  declined 
subscribing,  became  very  wearisome,  and  often 
called  forth  expressbns  of  impatience  in  his  let- 
ters. He  never  could  endure  the  least  appear- 
ance of  disrespect,  while  the  character  in  which 
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be  appeared,  was  not  likely  to  secure  tar  him  a 
flattering  reception  where  his  merits  were  not 
known;  and  at  this  time  they  were  of  course 
known  to  very  few. 

On  the  2d  of  Octob^,  he  left  New  Yoik 
for  New  Haven,  and  after  a  boisterous  passage 
from  morning  till  night,  he  saw  the  red-fronted 
mountain  rising  upon  his  view.  In  two  hours 
more  he  landed,  and  perceived  that  it  was  the 
sabbath  by  the  stillness  and  desertion  of-  the 
streets,  the  confusion  of  the  packet-boat  having 
made  him  forget  the  day.  He  was  told  by  one 
of  the  professors  of  the  College,  that  the  wooden 
spires  which  rise  from  the  common,  were  once 
so  infested  by  woodpeckers,  which  bored  them 
through  in  all  directions,  that  it  became  nec- 
essary, in  order  to  save  them  from  destruc- 
tion, to  station  men  with  guns,  to  shoot  the  in- 
vaders. He  gives  no  information  as  to  his  suc- 
cess in  New  Haven. 

After  remaining  a  day  and  a  half  in  that  city, 
he  proceeded  to  Middletown ;  and,  on  entering  the 
town,  he  had  the  satisfaction  of -witnessing  a  scene, 
which  has  now  lost  its  original  brightness,  and 
will  in  a  few  years,  it  may  be  hoped,  only  sur- 
vive in  description.  The  streets  were  filled  with 
troops,  and  the  sides  decorated  with  wagons,  carts, 
and  wheelbarrows,  filled  with  roast  beef,  fowls, 
bread  and  cheese,  and  not  wanting  in  liquors  6f 
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all  descriptions.  Some  were  crying,  *^  Hete  *s  the 
best  brandy  you  ever  put  into  your  head ! "  an 
uncommonly  accurate  physiological  account  of  the 
part  to  which  that  Buid  goes ;  others  more  harm- 
lessly employed,  in  recommending  their  <^  round 
and  sound  ^gerbread/'  making  up  what  was 
wanting  in  its  quality  by  double  vociferation.  In 
one  place,  a  ring  was  formed,  in  which  many 
were  dancing  to  the  ene/getic  scraping  of  an  old 
negro,  while  the  spectators  looked  on  with  as 
much  gravity,  as  if  they  were  listening  to  a  ser- 
mon ;  a  state  of  things,  which  to  a  British  trav- 
eller.' would  have  proved  their  entire  want  of 
feeling,  but  to  a  common  observer  would  have 
shown  that  they  were  not  inclined  to  laugh,  ex- 
cept when  the  jest  was  good  enough  to  justify 
such  emotion.  In  .Middletown,  he  became  ac- 
quainted with  a  gentleman,  whose,  tastes  were 
similar  to  his  own,  .from  whom  he  received  a 
present  of  several  stuffed  birds,  and  letters  to 
gentlemen  in  Boston. 

On  reachmg  Hartford,  he  received  attention 
froiQ  several  gendemen,  who  gratified  him  hy 
subscribing  for  his  work.  The  publisher  of  a 
newspaper  also  gave  him  aid  in  his  own  way, 
which,  Wilson  says,  would  neither  buy  plates  nor 
pay  the  printer,  but  was  nevertheless  gratifying 
to  the  vanity  of  an  author,  when  nothing  better 
was  to  be  had.     He  was  too  late  in  the  season, 
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10  sae  the  most  fiivonUe  aspeet  ti  mibase,  wai 
aoconiEogty  wtt  not  mueh  delighted  with  his  ira- 
pressioas.  His  observetioiis  in  one  veq>eet  are 
eurioosty  oantiaaled  with  the  present  state  of 
dnngs;  he  saw  no  ecin  in  New  England;  Inlls, 
aome  of  so  low  a  denoaaination  as  twenty-five 
cents,  weie  the  oidy  currency.  As  for  the 
sehocdsy  judging  fiom  the  oulade  appearance, 
which  is  the  general  rule  with  travellers,  he  did 
not  hdieve  that  the  state  <^  education  was  very 
high. 

As  he  came  near  Boston^  he  was  stnx^k  with 
a  vi^Ue  improveitient ;  the  roads  became  wider ; 
the  stone  fences  gave  way  to  posts  and  rails,  and 
every  thing  denoted  an  improved  state  of  civiliza- 
tion. His  enthesiasm  was  great,  as  .  be  ap- 
pioached  Bunker's  Hill ;  no  pilgrim,  be  said,  ever 
approached  the  tomb  of  bis  prophet,  with  more 
awful  enthusiasm,  than  be  felt  as  be  drew  near  to 
that  sacred  ground ;  and  great  was  bis  wrath,  to 
find  that  a  wretched  pillar  of  brick,  was  the  only 
neniorial  of  those  who  bad  shed  their  blood  for 
their  country.  Happily,  others,  since  tbat  time, 
have  felt  the  same  emotions,  and  the  matter  is 
now  in  a  fair  way  to  be  amended. 

His  feeling  with  respect  to  Bunker's  Hfll  is 
too  illustrative  of  bis  character  to  be  passed  over. 
Hardly  had  he  arrived  in  Boston,  before  be  as- 
cended a  height,  in  order  to  see  this  celebrated 
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hiU ;  and,  as  scxm  as  it.  was  pomled  oat  to  him 
by  a  straager,  be  began  to  expbre  bis  way  to 
CfaarlestowQ*  There  he  was  astonished  and  hurt 
at  the  iadi&rence,  with  whieh  the  iohabitanti 
directed  him  to  ^  spot,  without  r^fieeting  at 
die  moment  on  ^e  naliiral  c£kct  of  &«ilianty. 
He  inquired,  if  there  wns  any  one  Eying  who  bad 
been  engaged  in  the  battle,  and  was  directed  to 
Mr.  MiUer,  who  had  been  a  lieutenant  in  tfao 
actioD.  Wilson  introduced  biaraelf  without  cere- 
mony, dook  hands  with  Innt^  and  toM  him  that 
he  was  proud  of  the  honor  of  meeting  with  aom 
of  the  heroes  of  Bunker's  HiU,  speaking  with 
warmth  and  with  bis  eyes  suffiised  with  tears* 
They  proceeded  together  to  the  place,  taking 
with  them  anotbw  who  had  also  been  engaged 
in  the  service  of  Uiat  day.  With  these  veterans,, 
he  spent  three  hours  upon  the  field;  the  roost 
interesting,  he  says,  which  he  had  ever  passed  in 
his  Hfe.  As  they  pointed  out  to  him  the  course 
by  which  the  British  came  up  fiiom  the  water,  the 
poor  deieoc^  of -the  Americans,  the  place  where 
the  action  was  warmest,  and  the  memorable  spot 
where  Warren  fett^  be  felt  as  if  ho  himself  could 
have  encouBtered  an  army  in  the  cause  of  the 
free.  The  old  scddiers  were  delighted  with  his 
enthusiasm,' and,  after  drinking  a  glass  of 
together,  they  parted  with  legreti. 
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He  passed  on  through  the  Eastern  part  of 
Massachusetts  and  New  Han^pshire,  stopping  at 
every  place,  where  hb  thought  himself  likely  to 
meet  with  any  success.  He  went  as  far  in  thb  di- 
rection as  Portland,  where,  the  Supreme  Court 
having  assembled  many  visiters,  he  bad  the  opportu- 
nity of  gaining  information  with  respect  to  the  east- 
em  birds.  While  in  Portland,  be  enjoyed  a  pleas- 
ure, to  which  he  was  not  accustomed ;.  it  was 
that  of  bearing  a  pi:ize  song,  which  he  had  written 
for  the  national  celebration,  read  from  a  news- 
paper by  one  of  the  company,  and  much  ap- 
plauded by  the  hearers,  who -did  not  know  that 
the  author  was  so  near  them.  From  Portland, 
he  proceeded  across  the  country,  which  he  de- 
scribed as  wild  and  savage,  with  rocks  and  stones 
in  all  directions,  grinning  horribly  through  trunks' 
of  half-burned  treesw  At  last  he  reached  Dart- 
mouth college,  where  the  officers  were  extremely 
obliging  and  attentive,  particularly  the  president, 
Dr.  Wheelock,  who  subscribed  for  the  work,  as 
the  presidents  of  all  the  odier  colleges  had 
done. 

While  at  New  York,  Wilson  had  the  curios- 
ity to  call  on  Paine,  the  author  of  the  "  RighU 
of  Man^^^  whom  he  found  at  Greenwich,  at  a 
short  distance  from  the  city.  He  found  him  in 
the  only  tolerable  apartoient  of  an  indiflbreot 
house,    sitting    in    his    nightgown,    at    a    table 


ALEXAHDER    WIL80N.  123 

ooverea  with  newspapers  and  materials  for  writ- 
ing. Wilson  seems  to  have  been  struck  with 
the  brilliancy  of  his  countenance,  which  ainswered 
to  his  imaginatioQ  of  Bardolph,  even  more  than 
with  the  glow  of  his  conversation.  Paine  ex- 
amined his  book  with  great  attention,  and  enter- 
ed bis  name  as  a  subscriber.  This  was  in  the 
close  of  Pftine's  life;  he  was  then  at  the  age 
of  seventy-two;  and  the  burden  of  years  was 
rendered  ten  times  heavier  by  his  habits ;  be- 
sides, his  attacks  upon  religion  had  driven  many 
fixxn  his  society,  and  left  him  in  a  wretched  soli- 
tude; he  died  in  the  succeeding  year,  leaving 
a  name  and  remembrance  which  few  delight  to 
honor. 

Wilson^s  want  of  success,  though  it  did  not 
discourage  him,  gave  a  gloomy  tone  to  his  obser- 
vations while  on  his  journey.  After  traivelling 
about  with  his  book,  as  he  says,  like  a  beggar 
witl^  his  bantling,  fiom  one  town  to  another;  af- 
ter being  loaded  with  kindness  and  praise,  and 
shaken  almost  to  death  in  stage-coaches ;  after 
tilling  the  same  story  a  thousand  times  over,  he 
writes  to  Mr.  Lawson  from  Albany,  that  for  all 
the  compliments  which  be  received,  he  was  in- 
debted to  the  taste  and  skill  of  the  engraver. 
He  says,  "  The  book  in  all  its  parts  so  far  exceeds 
the  ideas,  and  expectations  of  the  first  literary 
characters  in  the  eastern  section  of  the  United 
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the  suD 

,  Wllicfay  ID  mr 

\  fMood  lik»  an  evil  genios, 
between  sie  and  n;  hepek  Tel  I  doobt  not, 
boi  wbea  tbow  copeos  sabnbed  br  are  ddiv- 
eied,  and  the  book  a  little  better  known,  the 
whole  eumber  wiE  be  dispoeed  (^  and  pediaps 
enooaiagemeot  g^ven  to  go  on  whh  the  lest. 
To  effect  thk,  to  lae  onst  desbable  okyeet,  I 
have  enooonteied  the  fiitogiie  of  a  kng,  dieuitoos, 
and  expen^ye  joarney,  with  a  zeal  that  has  in- 
creased  with  inereaang  difficulties;  and  sorrj  I 
am  to  say,  that  the  whole  nnmber  of  sabscri- 
bers  which  I  have  obtained,  amounts  only  to  Jbrty' 

His  American  biog^rapher  is  serere  u^mi  his 
countrymen,  for  not  affi>rdiag  »ore  liberal'  sup- 
port to  this  undertaking.  It  is  cectainly  a  mis* 
fortune  that  taste  does  not  always  fiill  to  the  let 
of  those  who  have  wealth  to  indulge  k  ;  but  such 
is  the  case,  and  to  most  pers<»s  then  in  New 
England^  the  want  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
dollars,  was  a  difficulty  not  easily  to  be  overcome, 
whether  they  wished  to  devote  it  to  this  purpose 
or  any  other;  and  a  must  be  remeaihered,  ^at 
there  was  no  taste  for  ornithology  then  existing; 
the  professor  of  one  of  the  colleges,  from  whom 
he  hoped  to  receive  informfUion  in  natural  lusto- 
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tj^  did  'Oet  know  a  sparrow  firom  a  woodpecker. 
Wiboii  was  obl^ed  to  ibim  the  irery  taste  on 
which  he  depended  for  encouragesoeiiti  and  ^dns 
was  a  wodc  of  time,  in  the  piesent  day,  so 
eqaally  as  prospefity  diffiised,  there  aie  ten  who 
would  wish,  to  'one  who  can  affimi,  to  buy  the 
Araerioan  Ornithology  4  in  his  day  the  tiiimber 
otiist  have  been  much  less  of  those,  who  poB8es»* 
ed  eithear  the  desire  or  the  ability  to  indulge  it. 

If  bis  subscription  in  the  Northern  States  was 
inconsiderable,  his  success  at  the  rSonth  was  not 
greater.  After  remaining  at  home  a  few  days, 
be  commence  a  tour  in  that  part  of  the  Umon. 
He  writes  &om  Washmgton,  December  24th, 
1808,  that  be  was  fortunate  enough  to  procure, 
sixteen  subsosibers  in  Baltimore.  At  Annapolis 
he  passed  Us  book  through  both  branches  of  the 
leygislature  then  in  session ;  but  after  deliberate 
examination,  the  noes  were  many,  and  the  aya 
none.  -  He  pursued  his  way  through  tobacco 
fields,  sloughs,  and  swamps,  to  Washington,  a 
distance  of  thirty'«eight  miles ;  and  he  has  ve- 
coraed,  thjtt  he  was  obliged  to  open  fifty-fiFe 
gates  on  the  way,  each  erne  compelling  him  to 
dc^Bcend  hito  'the  mud  to  c^n  it.  The  negroes 
were  so  wretchedly  dad,  ihat  he  was  wholly  at  a 
loss  to  know^  to  what  name  their  gaiment  was 
entitled ;    but  i»  often  as  he  made  incjniries  at 
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tbeir  hots,  both  men  and  women  gathered  thor 
ngs  about  them,  and  came  oat  yeiy  civiUy  to 
show  him  his  way. 

The  city  of  Washinglon  was  not  in  its  roost 
pafany  state  at  that  time.  Wiboo  says,  thSU  the 
only  improvement  then  going  on  was  the  build* 
ing  of  one  brick  house*  In  this  respect  there  is 
a  change ;  but  in  some  otheis  the  place  retains 
its  fixmer  character.  Wilson  remarked,  that  the 
taverns  and  boarding-houses  were  crowded  with 
placemen,  contracters,  office-hunters,  and  adven- 
turers of  that  description  ;  and,  am<Mig  others, 
were  deputations  of  Indians,  come  to  receive  their 
last  alms  from  the  President,  before  he  retired 
from  public  life.  He  was  kindly  received  by  the 
President,  to  whom  he  paid  his  respects;  Aef 
conversed  much  on  the  subject  of  ornithology ; 
and  Mr.  Jed^rson  gave  him  a  letter  to  a  person 
in  Virginia,  who  had  spent  his  life  in  the  study 
of  birds,  and  from  whom  be  intended  to  have 
gathered  much  information ;  but  his  engagement 
would  not  permit,  and  he  btrusted  the  commis- 
sion to  Wilson. 

He  went  from  Washington  to  Norfolk,  where 
he  found  better  success  than  he  expected,  but 
could  not  sufficiently  lament  the  aspect  of  the 
streets ;  though,  according  to  his  own  account, 
they  were  in  a  state  ,of  improvement,  since,  not 
long  before,  the  news-carrier  delivered  his  papers 
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fiom  a  boat)  which- he  forced  through  the  mud 
with  a  pole  ;  and  a  party  of  sailors,  having  noth- 
ing better  to  do,  launched  a  ship's  long-boat  in 
the  streets,  rowing  through  the  mud  with  four 
oars,  while  one  stood  at  the  bow,  engaged  in 
heaving  the  lead.  This  story  would  seem  to  be- 
long to  the  Apocrypha,  ^r  rather  to  a  kind  'of 
history,  by  which  the  accounts  of  travellera  are 
sometimes  requited,  with  narratives  more  amazing 
than  their  own. 

in  his  way  to  Suffolk,  he  lodged  at  the  house 
of  a  planter,  who  informed  him,  that  almost  all 
his  family  were  attacked  every  year  with  bilious 
fever  in  the  months  of  August  and  September, 
and  that,  of  thirteen  children,  he  had  lost  all  but 
three.  One  would  suppose  that  nothing  but  the 
hope  of  following  them,  could  have  detained  him 
in  such  a  place  of  death.  Farther  on,  he  came 
to  a  place  called  Jenuahmf  where'  he  found  the 
river  swollen  to  an  extraordinary  height.  After 
passing  the  bridge,  he  was  conveyed  in  a  boat, 
called  a  Jlaty  ne^arly  two  miles  through  the  woods. 
When  he  left  the  boat,  he  was  obfiged  to  wade 
and  swim  his  horse,  breaking  the  ice  as  he  went 
on,  no  luxurious  employment  for  a  traveller  in  the 
depth  of  winter. 

According  to  him,  the  habits  of  the  natives  of 

this  region,  were  not  such   as  to  atone  for  the 

'  unkindness  of  nature.    The  first-  operation  in  the 
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of  tbe  day,  was  dridumg  a  piepantlioii 
-of  brandy,-  wfaksh  they  said  was  the  only  thing 
that  would,  secure  them  from  the  ague.  It  was 
often  a  sul^ect  of  wonder  to  those  among  whom 
WDaon  was  thvoi^,  to  find  how  Jigbdy  he  es- 
teemed the  oonoerns  of  eating  and  drinking,  par* 
tacularly  the  hniec  The  most  ^goreus  advocate 
of  temperaBce  at  die  present  day,  couM  not  make 
mora  deieraiined  war  on  ardent  spirit  in  all  its 
forms,  than  he,  though  hb  pursuits  were  of  a  kind 
most  Hcely  to  hetray  him  into  suoh  means  to 
•counteract  the  effects  of  toil  and  exposure. 

With  the  accommodation  aflbrded  by  ihe  pub- 
lac  houses  Wilson  was  by  mo  means  delighted. 
Those  in  thb  region  were  desolate  and  wretched  ; 
with  bare,  bleak,  and  dir^  walls;  one  or  two 
old  chairs  and  a  bench  fonnbg  atl  the  furniture. 
Every  thing  was  conducted  by  negroes,  the  white 
females  not  deigning  to  appear.  The  fiagrance 
of  the  establbhaient  was  suoh,  that  it  would  be 
wron^d  by  any  attempt  to  describe  it,  and  the 
meals  were  so  served  up,  that  the  appetite  of  a 
wolf  would  ibave  shrunk  'badk  in  dismay.  These 
hospitable  <manabns  weie  raised  from  tbe  ground, 
on  posts,  ieaiviog  a  retreat  below  for  the  hqgs, 
which  kept  up  a  serenade  all  night.  This  coun- 
try abounded  in  these  animals.;  one  person  would 
sometimes  own  five  bundred.  The  leaders  were 
distinguished  with   bells,  and  each  drove  knew 
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hs  particular  call,  whejther  it  were  the  sound  pf  a 
conch  or  the  bawling  of  a  negro,  at  the  distance 
of  half  a  mile. 

He  crossed  the  liver  Tar  at  Washington,  m 
North  Carolina,  for  Newbem,  where  he  found  the 
shad  fishery  begun,  as  early  as  the  5th  of  Febru- 
ary. -  From  Newbem  to  Wilmington,  one  hun- 
dred miles,  be  found  but  one  public  house  open 
on  the  whole  way,  two  landlords  having  been 
broken  up  by  the  fever.  The  principal  features 
of  North  Carolina  were  the  dark,  solitary  pine 
savanna,  through  which  the  road  wound  among 
stagnant  ponds,  swarming  with  alligators  ;  the 
sluggish  creek  with  water  of  the  color  of  brandy, 
over  which  is  thrown  a  high  wooden  bridge  with- 
out railings,  often  so  crazy  and  insecure,  as  to 
alarm  both  the  horse  and  the  rider,  and  make  it 
a  miraculous  .escape  to  go  avery  instead  of  going 
through;  and  the  immense  cypress  swamp,  the 
very  picture  of  dreariness  and  ruin.  The  leafless 
limbs  of  the  cypresses  were  covered  with  long  mosB 
{Tilldndsia  umeoides)  from  two  to  ten  feet  long, 
and  so  abundant  that  fifty  men  could  be  ccxicealed 
under  it  in  the  same  tree.  Nothing  seemed 
more  extraordinary,  than  to  see  thousands  of 
acres  covered  with  such  timber,  with  its  drapery 
waving  in  the  wind.  He  attempted  to  penetrate 
some  of  these  swamps  in  search  of  birds ;  but, 
in  most  instances,  he  was  obliged  to  give  up  the 
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attempt  in  despur.  He  could,  however,  explcnne 
their  borders,  m  which  he  found  many  birds  which 
never  spend  the  winter  in  Pennsylvania. 

It  was  in  vain  that  he  attempted  to  'find  an 
alligator,  though  he  heard  many  stories  ef  their 
numbers,  and  the  havoc  which  they  made  among 
the  pigs  and  calves  of  the  farm.  He  saw  a  dog 
at  the  river  Santee,  which  betrayed  no  fear  of 
these  animals,  but  would  swim  across  the  tiver 
whenever  he  pleased,  without  consulting  their 
pleasure ;  if  he  heard  them  pursuing  ,him  in  the 
water,  he  would  turn  and  attack  them,  seizing 
them  by  the  snout^  in  a  manner  which  compelled 
them  to  retreat  in  confusion ;  generally  dogs  re- 
gard them  with  extreme  dread.  Mr.  Ord  was 
accompanied  by  a  strong  spaniel  in  a  tour  in  East 
Florida ;  o^e  day,  while  wading  in  a  pond  with 
his  dog  swimming  behind  him,  the  dog  smelt  an 
alligator,  and  immediately  made  for  the  shore  and 
fled  into  the  woods,  whence  no  persuasions  could 
induce  him  to  return. 

Wilson  was  not  much  pleased  with  the  inhab- 
itants of  this  region ;  and  in  genenil  it  may  be 
said,  that  he  does  not  see  the  "  happiest  atti- 
tudes of  things;"  this  was  owing  doubtless  to 
the  business  in  which  he  was  engaged,  that  of 
collectmg  subscriptions.  Till  he  had  explained 
his  own  share  in  the  work,  those  to  whom  he 
cdTered  it  would  naturally  have  confounded  hior 
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with  the  common  herd  of  such  adventurers,  and 
perhaps  have  treated  him  with  very  little  atten- 
tion. From  Wilmington  he  rode  as  before  through 
cypress  swamps^  and  pine  savannas,  sometimes 
thirty  miles  without  seeing  a  habitation  or  a  hu- 
man being,  making  bis  course  circuitous,  in  order 
to  visit  the  planters,  who  live  on  their  rice  plan- 
tations among  their  negro  villages.  He  found 
their  hospitality  so  -great  and  the  roads  so  bad, 
that  it  seemed  impossible  to  get  away  from  a 
house  when  he  had  once  entered  it. 

His  horse  begaiv  to  be  so  exhausted  by  the 
continual  exertion,  that  he  was  obliged  to  ex- 
change him  &X  another.-  He  proposed  to  a 
planter  to  exchange,  giving  his  horse  at  least  as 
good  a.  character  as  .he  deserved;  the  planter 
asked  twenty  dollars  to  boot,  and  Wilson  thirty. 
They  could  not  agree  4  but  Wilson,  perceiving 
that  the  planter  had  taken  a  fancy  to  his  horse, 
rode  on.  The  planter,  as  he  anticipated,  followed 
him  to  the  sea-beach,  under  pretence  of  pointing 
out  the  road,  and  there  they  came  to  terms, 
Wilson  found  himself  in  possession  of  an  elegant, 
powerfiil  horse,  that  raa.  away  ^th  him  at  once 
upon  the  shore.  The  least  sound  of  the  whip 
made  him  spring  half  a  rod,  and  even  the  com- 
mon fare  of  horses  ip  that  region,  which  was 
.  like  the  rushes  with  which  carpenters  sometimes 
smooth  their  work,  did  not   produce  the  least 
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abatement  of  his  fury.  Several  times  the  steed 
came  near  breaking  his  new  master's  neck,  and 
at  Georgetown  he  threw  one  of  the  .boatmen  into 
the  river.  But  Wilson  readily  forgave  him  these 
ounces  in  consideration  of  hb  fleetness. 

He  accorded  more  praise  to  Charleston  than 
was  usual  with  him,  though  in  this  case  he  was 
extremely  sparing;  and  he  intimates  that  his  fa- 
miliarity with  the  streets  of  these  cities,  through 
which  he  walked  his  unpromising  rounds,  was  one 
reason  of  hb  want  of  enthusiasm  in  his  applause. 
The  town,  he  said,  was  clean  and  gay  in  its  as- 
pect, with  a  market,  which  in  neatness  far  sur- 
passed the  boasted  one  in  Philadelphia.  The 
streets  crossed  each  other  at  right  angles,  havr 
ing  paved  walks  at  their  sides,  and  a  low  bed 
of  sand  in  the  middle.  '  They  were  blackened 
with  negroes,  whose  quarrels  sometimes  disturb- 
ed the  peace  of  the  high-way.  In  one  of  the 
streets  was  an  exhibition,  whkh  would  have 
equalled  any  one  on  earth  for  a  comic  painter, 
containing  female  chimney-sweepers,  stalls  with 
roasted  sweet  potatoes  for  sale,  and  clubs  of 
blacks,  sitting  round  fires,  cooking  their  victuals, 
all  joyous  and'  light-hearted  as  if  they  lived  in 
the  golden  age. 

In  the'  beginning  of  March,  he  wa3  pursuing  his 
labors  in  Savannah,  with  no  very  flattering  prom- 
be  of  success.    When  he  wrote  fix)m  thb  place. 
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he  complained  that  those,  who  had  promised  to 
furnish  him  in  Charleston  with  lists  of  persons  to 
whom  he^  should  apply,  had  put  him  off  from  day 
to  day,  till  he  was-dbliged  to  go  forth,  and  judge 
as  well  as  he  might  firom  the  appearance  of  the 
houses.  Those  to  whom  he  had  been  recom- 
mended, did  not  give  him  tlie  leasl  aid ;  but  the 
keeper  of  the  library,  a  Scotchman,  ma4e  out  a 
list  for  him,  which  considerably  abridged  his  la- 
bors. With  the  exception  of  this  neglect  on  the 
part  of  one  or  two,  he  was  pleased  with  the  in- 
liabitsmts  of  that  city.  Hearing  of  General  Wil- 
kinson's arrival,  Wilson  waited  on  him,  and  re- 
ceived firom  him  l|is  subscription,  hii  money^  arid 
his  unbounded  praise. 

On  the  way  from  Charleston  to  Savannah,  he 
had  nearly  lost  his  horse,  which,  from  impa- 
tience, threw  itself  overboard,  and  was  rescued 
only  by  the  great  and  dangerous  exertions  of  its 
master.  On  this  journey,  he  met  with  the  Ivory- 
billed  Woodpecker,  a  large  and  po\^erful  bird. 
He  wounded  one  slightly  in  the  wing ;  on  being 
caught,  it  uttered  a  constant  cry,  resembling  that 
of  a  young  child,  which  so  frightened  his  horse, 
that  it  nearly  cost  him  his  life.  The  cry  was  so 
distressmg,  that,  as  he  carried  the  bird,  covered  in 
his  chair,  through  the  streets,  people-hurried  to  the 
windows  and  piazzas,  to  see  whence  it  proceeded. 
As  he  drove  up  to  the  tavern,  the  landlord  and 
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bystanders  were  much   disturbed  by  the  sound^ 
nor  was  their  perplexity  diminished    by  Wilson's 
asking  for  lodgings   for    himself  and    bis  baby. 
After  amu^g  himself  awhile  with  their  conjeo 
tureSy  he  drew  out  the  bird,  which  was  welcomed 
with  a  general  shout  of  laughter.     He  took  the 
woodpecker  up  stairs,  and  locked  him  in  a  cham- 
ber,  while  he  went  to  give  directions  concerning 
his  horse.    In  less  than  an  hour,  he  returned ;  and, 
on  opening  the  chamber,  the  bird  set  up  the  same 
cry  of  surprise  and  sorrow,  that  he  had  returned 
so  soon ;  for  it  had  mounted  at  the  side  of  the 
window,  and,  a  little  below  the  ceiling,  had  com- 
menced breaking  through.-    The  bed  was  covered 
with    large    pieces  of  plaster,   the    lathing    was 
exposed  in  a  space  fifteen  inches  square,  and  a 
considerable  hole  beaten  through  the  lathing,  to 
the  weatherboards ;  so  that,  had  not  Wilson  re- 
turned, it  would  soon  have  released  itself  from 
bondage.     He  then  tied  a  string  to  its  leg,  that  it 
might  not  reach  the  wall,  and  after  fastening  it  to 
a  mahogany  tahle,  left  it  again  to  find  some  suit- 
able food.     When  he  returned,  he  found  that  it 
had  turned  its  rage  against  the  table,  which  it  had 
entirely  rumed,  with  blows  from  its  powerful  bill. 
While  Wilson  was  drawing  it,  it  cut  him  in  seve- 
ral places,  and  displayed  such  an  invincible  spirit, 
that  he  was  often  tempted  to  restore  it  to  the 
woods.     It  refused  all  food,  and  lived  but  three 
days  after. 
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WSson  was  much  disgusted  with  the  indolence, 
which  slavery  produces  among  the  whites  in  the 
Southern  States.  The  carpenter,  bricklayer,  and 
even  the  blacksmith,  he  says,  stand,  with  their 
hands  in  their  pockets,  overlooking  their  negroes. 
The  planter  orders  bis  servant,  to  tell  the  over- 
seer, to  have  the  stranger's  horse  taken  care  of; 
the  overseer^sends  another  negro  to  tell  the  dri- 
ver to  send  one  of  his  hands  to  do  it.  Long  be> 
fore  this  routine  of  ceremony  is  gone  through,  the 
traveller,  if  he  cares  for  his  horse,  has  already 
given  him  th&  requisite  attenfion.  He  was  also 
displeased  with  the  cold  and  melancholy  reserve, 
or  indolence  of  manner,  which  prevailed  among 
the  females,  almost  w^hout  exception.  Their  si- 
lence was  embarrassing  to  a  stranger,  who  could 
not  possibly  tell  whether  it  proceeded  fiom  bash- 
fulness  or  aversion. 

He  found  it  no  easy  matter,  to  follow  the  mo- 
tions of  the  higher  class  of  society.  At  nine, 
they  were  in  bed,  —  at  ten,  breakfasting,  —  dress- 
ing at  eleven,  —  at  noon  gone  out,  and  not  visi- 
ble again  till  next  morning.  The  climate  did 
ndt  please  him  much  better.  When  in  Savannah, 
though  it  was  so  early  in  the  spring,  the  then* 
mometer,  he  said,  ranged  between  seventy-five 
and  eighty-two.  To  him,  it  was  more  oppressive 
than  midsummer  in  Philadelphia.  The  streets, 
he  said,  were  beds  of  burning  sand ;  and,  till  one 
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learned  to  traverse  them,  with  bis  eyes  and  mouth 
dose  shuty  both  were  filled  at  intervals  with  whirl- 
winds of  dnftihg  sand.  He  was  fortunate  enough, 
to  meet  in  Savannah  with  Mr.  Abbot,  a  naturalist, 
who  had  published  a  volume  in  London,  upon  the 
Insects  of  Georgia*  He  had  resided  in  the  State 
more  than  thirty  years,  and,  being  an  accurate  ob- 
server, was  qualified  to  afford  Wilson  that  -kmd  of 
information  which  he  was  most  desirous  to  gain. 

Whether  Wilson's  observations  were  not,  in 
many  instances,  colored  by  the  state  of  his  feel- 
ings at  the  time,  may  reasonably  be  doubted. 
It  was  so  in  New  England,  and  probably  was  so 
in  the  Southern  States.  What  other  mortal  ever 
discovered  that  the  Yankees  were  a  lazy  people  ? 
The  sins,  with  which  that  much-enduring  race 
have  been  charged,  have  always  been  of  precisely 
the  opposite  description.  In  New  England,  he 
saw  fields  covered  with  stones,  scrubby  oaks 
and  pine  trees,  wretched  orchards,  scarcely  one 
field  of  grain  in  twenty  miles,  the  taverns  dir- 
ty, miserable,  and  filled  with  brawling  loungers, 
the  people  snappbh  and  extortioners,  lazy,  and 
two  hundred  years  behmd  the  Pennsylvanians 
in  all  agricultural  improvements.  There  are  not 
many,  with  the  exception  perhaps  of  British  travr. 
ellers,  who  could  recognise,  in  the  elements  of  this 
dismal  vision,  a  description  of  New  England. 
These  things,  no  doubt,  may  be  seen  in  New  Eng- 
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land,  as, well  as  elsewhere;  but  the  whole  aspect 
of  things  is  not  so  melancholy  as  this,  which 
would  almost  make  the  angels  weep. 

Wfaen^  at  Savannah,  he  was  making  arrange- 
ments for  his  return,  he  summed  up  the  results 
of  his  journey,  saying  that  it  was  the  most  ardu- 
ous and  fatiguing  he  ever  undertook.^  He  had 
succeeded  in  gaining  two  hundred  and  fifty  sub- 
scribers in  all,  for  his  Obnithologt,  but  they 
were  obtained,  he  said,  at  a  price  worth  more 
than  five  times  their  amount*  In  this  estimate 
he  includes,  of  course,  his  expense  of  labor,  and 
feeling.  He  now  feels  as  if  he  had  gained  his 
point  through  a  host  of  difficulties ;  and,  should 
the  work  be  continued  in  a  style  equal  to  that  of 
the  first  volume,  he  believes  that  the  number  of 
copies  may  be  safely  increased  to  four  hundred. 
He  h^s  endeavored  to  find  respectable  persons, 
who  will  undertake  to  distribute  the  work  in  vari- 
ous towns,  receiving  as  their  recompense,  only  the 
privilege  of  first  selection ;  but  the  greatest  benefit 
derived  from  his  tour  consists  in  the  great  mass  of 
information  which  he  has  obtained,  concerning  the 
birds  that  winter  in  the  South,  and  some  that  nev- 
er vbit  the  Northern  States ;  and,  as  all  this  infor- 
mation has  been  collected  by  himself,  he  feeb  that 
it  may  be  trusted.  He  says,  that  he  has  seen  no 
iirost  since  the  5th  of  February  ;  the  gardens  are 
green  and  luxuriant,  full  of  flowering  shrubbery, 
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and  orange-trees  loaded  with  fruit ;  but,  now,  he 
begins  to  feel  the  full  melody  and  expression  of 
the  word  home ;  more  deeply  perhaps,  on  account 
of  the  dangers,  hardships,  insultsy-and  impositions, 
which  he  had  just  passed  through.  He  was  ad- 
vised to  go  to  .Augusta,  where  he  was  told  that 
he  could  get  fifteen  subscribers ;  but  he  thought 
that  this  number  would  not  compensate  for  the 
additional  expense  and  trouble ;  and,  as  his  means 
were  running  low,  and  his  health  was  not  firm,  he 
chose  rather  to  take  passage  by  sea  for  New  York, 
where  he  arrived  in  March,  1809. 

Only  twe  hundred  copies  of  the  first  volume 
of  the  Ornitholoot  had  been  printed ;  but  it 
was  thought  advisable  to  strike  off  three  hundred 
more.  Meantime  the  preparation  for  the  second 
volume  went  on  vigorously  amidst  his  other  labors, 
and  consumed  the  residue  of  the  year.  On  the 
4th  of  August,  he  writes  to  Mr.  Bartram,  that  it 
is  ready  to  go  to  the  press,  and  he  is  desirous  to 
know,  whether  his  friend  cannot  add  something 
to  his  information  respecting  the  birds  that  are  to 
appear  in  the  number.  He  had  hifnself  collected 
all  the  particulars  which  he.could  possibly  gather 
by  inquiry  and  personal  observation ;  but  he  was 
desirous  that  nothing  should  be  wanting ;  and,  if 
he  could  secure  the  approbation  as  well  as  i^d  of 
a  distinguished  naturalist,  it  would  help  the  sue* 
cess  of  the  publication.     He  h^d  received  draw* 
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Sngs  of  bisds  from  many  parts  of  ibe  United 
States,  and  theT  presents  were  accompanied  with 
offers  of  more ;  but,  though  he  was  grateful  for  the 
attention  of  those  who  sent  them,  they  were  sel- 
dom executed  \inth  sufficient  accuracf  and  pre- 
cision. 

Wilson  claimed  the  honor  of  being  a  volunteer 
in  the  pursuit ;  he  never  had  received  from  it  one 
cent  of  profit;  and  the  engraver,  Mr*  Lawson, 
was  so  ready  to  share  m  the  sacrifice,  Ihat  his 
recompense  for  his  labor,  such  was  the  time  spent 
in  giving  finish  to  the  plates,  did  not  exceed  fifty 
cents  a  day.  From  the  letter  just  referred  to,  it 
appears  that  Wilson  kept  up  a  correspondence 
with  Michaux;  he  mentions  having  just  heard 
from  him,  that  he  has  not  yet  received  the  ap- 
pointment of  inspector  of  the  ferestd  of  France, 
so  much  was  Bonaparte  engaged  in  other  under- 
takings which  were  more  acceptable  perhaps,  but 
much  less  beneficial  to  his  country. 

The  second  volume  of  the  ORNrrBOLOcrr  ap- 
peared in  January,  1810 ;  and  hardly  had  it  left 
-the  press,  before  Wilson  proceeded  to  commence 
a  journey  to  the  West.  He  had  been  milking 
arrangements,  for  some  time,  in  preparation  for 
this  expedition,  endeavoring  to  ascertain  m  what 
manner  he  could  travel  to  most  advantage.  He 
seems  to  have  had  some  prospect  of  securing 
the  company  of  Mr.  Bartram;  for  we  find  him 
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offering  to  proceed,  in  the  way  that  his  fiiend 
thinks  best.  But  he  was  ooonpdledy  as  usual,  to 
IP  oo  his  joarnej  alone,  without  a  oompanioo  to 
Um  in  his  observations,  and  to  relieve  the 
of  the  .way. 

From  Pittsboig,  he  wrote  to  Mr;  Lawson,  liv- 
ing him  some  account  o(  the  first  stages  of  hb 
expedition.  He  tells  him,  that  on  arriving  at 
Lancaster,  he  waited  on  the  governor  and  other 
public  officers.  The  former,  who  seemed  to 
be  an  unceremonious,  plain,  and  sensible  man, 
praised  the  volumes  and  added  his  name  to  the 
fist.  With  the  legislators  he  was  much  less  de- 
figbted,  finding  them,  as  he  says,  '^  a  pitifid,  squab- 
bling, political  mob ;  — split  up,  justling  about  the 
forms  of  leg^lation,  without  knowing  any  thing 
about  its  realities."  But  he  was  fortunate 
enough  to  find  in  this  wilderness  some  fijends  to. 
science,  by  whom  he  was  very  kindly  treated*. 
In  Columbia,  he  spent  one  day  to  no  purpose ; 
after  cutting  his  way  through  the  ice  of  the  Sus- 
quehannah,  he  went  to  York,  where  he  met  with 
no  better  success.  Not  far  from  this  latter  place, 
he  saw  a  singular  character,  between  eighty  and 
ninety  years  of  age,  who  had  subsisted  by  trap- 
ping* birds  and  other  animals  for  thirty  years. 
Wilson  secured  his  good  graces,  by  the  present 
of  half  a  pound  of  snufi*,  which  the  old  man  took 
by  the  handful ;  and  he  then  exhibited  to  him  the 
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{dates  of  the  Ornithologt,  much  to  the  an- 
chorite's amazement  and  delight.  He  was  ac- 
quainted with  all  the  birds  of  the  first  volume, 
and  nearly  aH  of  the  second.  Wilson  endeav- 
ored to  secure  the  particulars  of  his  life,  togeth^* 
er  with  a  representation  of  his  person ;  and  he 
doubtless  would  have  made  an  agreeable  figure 
in  a  narrative,  similar  to  those  which  Audubon 
has  so  happily  introduced  into  his  work. 

In  Hanover,  he  encountered  one  of  those  per- 
sons, whose  vulgar  insolence  he  could  neyer  en- 
dure with  the  least  serenity.  A  certain  judge  in 
that  place  told  him,  that  such  a  book  as  his 
ought  not  to  be  encouraged,  because  it  was  not 
within  the  reach  of  the  commonaliiyy  and  there- 
fore was  .inconsistent  with  republican  institutions. 
Wilson  admitted  the  force  of  the  objection,  and 
proved  to  him,  that  he  himself  was  a  gross  of- 
fender, inasmuch  as  he  had  built  such  a  large, 
handsome,  three-story  house,  as  was  entirely  be- 
yond-the  reach  of  the  commonality,  and  therefore 
outrageously  inconsistent  with  republican  institu* 
tions.  This  was  placing  the  subject  m  a  new 
point  of  view ;  but  Wilson  was  not  satisfied  with 
imparting  a  single  ray  of  light  to  the  darkness  of 
such  a  mind ;  he  talked  seriously  to  the  man  of 
law,  pointing  out  to  him  the  importance  of  sci- 
ence to  a  rising  nation,. and  with  so  much  effisct, 
that  he  began  to  show  signs  of  shame. 
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Oto  tbe   11th  of  Felnaij,  he  k& 
har^  aod  aoob  b^ai  to  motmd  ihe  Allegany 
wliae  Mthing  appevod  but   pnMfi* 
onJifiueSy  covered  widi  woods,  and  where 
there  was  sileoce  so  praCsond  as  to  make   the 
scene  impresrive  and  gnhfime     These  Ugh  langes 
ooDtkioed  as  fiur  as  Grecnsburg ;  thence  to  Pitts- 
borg  he  fimod  nothing  hot  steep  hiUs  and  vaUeys, 
descending  toward  the  htter  friaoe.    He  was  much 
stnick  with  the  distant  view  of  the  town*     With- 
b  two  miles  of  it,  the  loed  suddenly  descend- 
ed a  steep  hill,  and  the  Allegany  River  was  seen 
stretching  along  a  rich  valley,  and  bounded  by 
high    hills    toward    the  west.      While    he  was 
yet  dbtant  from  tbe  town,  he  saw  the  cloud  of 
black  smoke  above  it.    As  they  entered,  it  ap- 
peared like  a  collection  of  blacksmiths'   shops, 
brew-bouses,  fumace3,  and  glass-houses.     The  ice 
bad  just  given  away  m  tbe  Monongahela,  and 
was  coming  down  in  vast  masses ;  the  river  was 
lined  with  nrXri,  sometimes  called  Kentucky  boats, 
which  were  waiting  for  this'  movement,  in  order 
to  descend  the    stream.     He  thought  that  the 
town,  with  its   vessels,  its  hills,  its  rivers,  and 
the  pillars  of  smoke  towering  in  the  air,  woaM 
aflbrd   a  noble  perspective  view.    He  was  ex- 
ceedingly impressed  with  what  be  saw,  and  often 
regretted  that  his  fiiends  were  not  with  him,  to 
ei\joy  the  spectacle  of  mountains,  of  ezf 
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rivers,  of  deep  forests  and  meadows,  which  ereiy- 
where  stood  before  his  eyes. 

He  succeeded,  beyond  his  expectation,  in  gam- 
ing, subscribers  in  Pittsburg;  and  after  ascertain- 
ing that  the  roads  were  such  as  to  render  a  land 
journey  impossible,  he  bought  a  small  boat,  which 
he  named  the  Ornithologist^  intending  to  pro- 
ceed in  it  to  Cincinnati,  a  distance  of  more  than 
five  hundred  miles.  Some  advised  him  not 
to  undertake  the  journey  alone;  but  he  had 
made  up  hb  mind,  and  only  wuted,  <  exploring 
the  woods  in  the  interval,  till  the  ice  bad  left 
the  stream. 

When  Wilson  had  fairly  embarked  in  this  ad- 
venture, hb  account  of.  hb  journey  grows  very 
bteresting,  and  would  be  more  so,  could  it  be 
given  in  hb  own  words ;  but  thb  would  interfere 
with  the  unbroken  narrative,  wbk^h  the  charac- 
ter of  our  undertaking  requires.  Hb  descriptions 
can  be  compared  with  the  same  region,  as  it  is 
described  by  those  who  vbit  it  now,  and  the  im- 
agination b  almost  bewildered  at  reflecting  what 
a  quarter  of  a  century  has  done* 

From  Lexington  m  Kentucky  he  wrote  again 
to  Mr.  Lawson  on  the  4th  of  April.  He  says, 
that  the  plan  of  proceeding  by  water  was  so 
convenient'  fur  his  purpose,  that  he  dbregarded 
what  was  said  by  those  who  advised  him  against 
it.     Two  days  before  hb  departure,  the  river  was 
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fan  of  iee,  Ihni  whkh  he  zfipaheaAed  some  in- 
tefiopcioii.  Hb  proyiaioos  consisted  of  some  Ins- 
coit  and  dieesoy  and  a  bocde  of  ooidial,  giv^ 
Uiii  bjr  a  geodemaD  in  PHtdxiig;  one  end  of 
the  boat  was  occupied  bjr  his  trunk,  great  coat, 
and  gun;  be  had  a  small  tin  vessel,  with  which 
to  bale  hb  boat,  and  to  drink  the  water  oT  the 
Ohio.  Thus  equipped,  he  launched  idto  the 
stream.  The  weather  was  calm,  and  the  river 
like  a  mirror,  except  where  fragments  of  ice  were 
floating  down.  His  heart  expanded  with  delight 
at  the  novelty  and  wildness  of  the  scene.  The 
song  of  the  red-bird  in  the  deep  forests  on  the 
shore,  the*  smoke  of  the  various  sugar  camps  ris- 
ing gently  along  the  mountains,  and  the  Uttle 
log-huts,  which  here  and  there  opened  froiii  the 
woods,  gave  ai^  appearance  of  life  to  a  landscape, 
which  would  otherwise  have  been  oppressively, 
lonely  and  still.  ^ 

He  coiLild  not  consent  to  wait  the  motion  ^f 
the  river,  which  flowed  two  miles  and  a  half  an 
hour ;  he  therefore  stripped  himself  for  the  oar, 
and  added  three  miles  and  a  half  to  his  speed. 
He  passed  several  arZrr,  containing  miscellane- 
ous collections  of  men,  women,  children,  horses, 
and  ploughs,  flour  and  millstones ;  some  of  them 
being  provided  with  counters,  from  which  these 
amphibious  pedlers  sold  their  goods,-  in  the  set* 
tlements,  which  they  passed  through.    Sp  ooni 
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pletelj  have  the  s^eam-boats  swept  the  riven, 
that  these  primitive  vesseb  are  hardly  to  be  found 
at  the  pjresent  day,  except  in  description.  They 
were  built  after  the  form  of  the  ark  of  Noah,  as 
it  was  represented  b  old  Bibles ;  being  a.  parallel- 
ogram, from  twelve  to  fourteen  feet  wide,  and 
from  forty  to  seventy  long,  rowed  by  two  oars  at 
the  sides,  and  steered  by  a  long  and  powerful  one 
behind.  They  were  forced  up  the  stream  along 
the  sides,  at  the  rate  of  twenty  miles  a  day. 
Vessels  of  this  description  poured  down  the  Ohio, 
from. all  its  tributary  streams,  such  as  the  Alle- 
gany,  Monongahela,  Muskingum,  Scioto,  Miami, 
Wabash,  and  Kentucky,  bound  to  various  parts 
of  the  country -below. 

This  scene  in  1810  shoTved  a  prodigious  de- 
velopement  of  activity  and  enterprise  since  1804, 
when,  as  has  heen  related,  a  person  who  de- 
scended the  Ohio,  met  but  a  single  voyager,  in 
a  smal]  boat,  in  the  whole  length  of  the  stream ; 
but  even  this  lias  been  completely  eclipsed  by 
the  history  of  succeeding  years.  In  the  begin- 
ning of  1817,  ten  steam-boats  had  been  set  in 
motion  on  the  western  waters ;  and  in  that  year, 
there  were  public  rejoicings  on  account  of  a  pas- 
sage>^  which  had  been  made  in  twenty-five  days, 
from  New  Orleans  to  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio. 
At  present,  a  steam-boat  ascends  from  New  Or- 
leans to  Cincinnati  in  ten  days.     The.  number  of 
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boots  m  coamuBeioa  aosoniited,  in  1832,  to  two 
faaodied.  Tbb  wooderM  appGcaliQn  cS  science 
to  the  aits  of  Efe  has  caosed  the  westeip  wiMer- 
oess  to  icjoioe  ;•  the  wofk  of  ceotiuies  has  heen 
crowded  into  a  few  jeais ;  the  axe  liogs  oo  the 
hanks  of  erery  river ;  the  fire  clears  a  path 
throagh  the  ocean  erf*  wood ;  the  viDage  springs 
up  as  if  by  enchantment ;  and  the  whole  regicm 
affi>rds  the  most  strikmg  example  that  can  be 
found  of  the  power,  b)r  which  man  subdues  the 
earth,  and  compeb  it  to  acknowledge  die  sove* 
reignty  of  mind. 

Our  traveller's  lodgings  by  night  were  -less  tol- 
erable than  his  voyage^  as  he  went  down  the 
desolate  stream.  The  first  night  was  passed  in  a 
log  cabin,  fifty-two  'miles  below  Pittsburg,  where 
he  slept  on  what  seemed  to  be  a  heap  of  corn- 
stalks. Having  no  temptation  to  linger  in  such  a 
bed,  he  was  on  his  voyage  again  "before  the  break 
of  day.  To  him  this  was  a  delightful  hour, 
when  the  landscape  on  each  side  lay  in  deep 
masses  of  shade,  while  the  bold,  projecting  head- 
lands were  beautifully  reflected  in  the  calm  water. 
Thus,  having  full  leisure  for  cohtemj^ldtion,  ex- 
posed to  the  weather  all  day  and  to  hard  rest- 
ing-places by  night,  he  pei*sevef ed,  early  and 
inclement  as  the  season  was,  till  he  moored  his 
skiflT  in  Bear  Grass  Creek  nt  the  Rapids  of  the 
Ohio,    after  a   voyage   of   seven    hundred    and 


twenty  mHed^  hi   wbioh    he    spent    twenty-one 
days. 

When  be  was  in  Marietta,  he  Tisited  some  of 
the  rediaiicalite  mouttds,  Vbidh  are  fomid  m  that 
country.  One,  called  the  Big  Grave,  is  three 
hundred  paces  round  at  'the  base,  and  seventy 
feet  in  height.  It  is  in  the  form  of  n  cone,  and, 
together  with  the  land  around  it,  was  then  covered 
with  trees  of  ancient  date.  This  spot,  which 
abounded  in  curious  remains  of  unknown  anti- 
quity, was  ih&  property  <if  a  man,  whose  indiffer- 
ence to  the  >Stibjeot  Was  curiously  contrasted  'with 
the  enthusiasm  of  Wilson.  He  was  earnest  to 
have  the  tnound  examined,  being  persuaded  that 
something  would  be  discovered  Which  would  throw 
light  upon  its  history*  As  no  prospects  of  this 
sort  had  tfaeMeast  attraction  for -tbe  proprietor, 
Wilson  represented  to  hiin  that  a  passage  might 
be  cut  into  it  Ipvebwith  the  ground,  and,  by  exca- 
^vation  ind  arohing,  a  noble  cellar. be  formed  for 
turnips  and  potatoes.  But  the  obstinate  utilita- 
,rian  answered  him  with  the  incontestable  truth, 
tbat^all  the  turnips  and  potatoes  he  could  raise  in 
a  dozen  years,  would  not  pay  the  expense  of 
such  a  treasury.  Wilson  left  him  at  last  with  the 
firm  conviction,  that  be  was  poorly  endowed  by 
mature  with  either  good  sense  or  feeling. 

Near  the   head  of  what  is  called  the  Long 
Reach  he  visited  a  Mr.  Cresap,  son  of  the  noted 
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CdoDel  of  that  name,  mentioDed  in  the  ^*  Notes 
on  Virginia."  Wilson  inquired  of  him  whether 
Logan's  charge  against  his  iather,  of  having  killed 
all  hb  fiunOj,  was  true.  He  replied,  that  Logan 
believed  it,  but  he  had  been  misinformed.  He 
passed  Blannerhasset's  Island  at  night;  but  by 
the  light  of  the  clearing-fires,  he  was  able  to  get 
a  good  view  both  of  the  house,  and  the  Island, 
which  latter,  like  others  in  thci  Ohio,  is  liable  to 
be  overflowed  when  the  river  rises  in  the  spring. 

When  he  was  about  ten  miles  below  the  mouth 
of  the  Great  Scioto,  he  encountered  a  storm  of 
rain,  which  changed  to  hail  and  snow,  and  soon 
blew  down  trees  m  such  a  manner,  that  he  was 
obliged  to  keep  his  boat  in  the  middle  of  the 
stream,  which  rolled  and  foamed  like  the  sea. 
After  great  exertion,  he  succeeded  in  landing  near 
a  c^in  on  the  Kentucky  shore.  There  he  learn- 
ed the  mysteries  of  bear-treeing,  wdf-trapping, 
and  wildcat*hunting  from  a  veteran  professor. 
This,  man  .was  one  of  the  people  called  **  squat- 
ters," who  pitch  their  tents  wherever  they  please, 
neither  asking  nor  receiving  a  welcome.  They 
are  the  immediate  successors  of  the  savages,  and, 
according  to  Wilson's  testimony,  are  generally 
very  far  below  them  in  good  sense  and  good 
manners.  Whatever  the  skill  of  this  old  trapper 
may  have  been,  it  did  not  seem  sufficient  to 
secure  his  property  from  depredation ;  since,  by 
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his  own  confession,  the  market  of  the  wohes  bad 
been  supplied  with  sixty  of  bis  pigs  in  the  course 
of  the  winter. 

Wilson  testifies  concerning  these  cabins,  that 
the  distant  view  of  them  is  attractive  and  roman- 
Uc^  but  a  nearer  approach  is  apt  to  break  the 
charm.  And  yet  so  universal  b  human  .vanity, 
that  the  tenants  of  these  dismal  sheds  boast  to 
the  stranger  of  the  richness  of  their  soil,  the 
healthiness  of  their  climate,  and  the  purity  of 
^eir  water ;  meantime  the  only  bread  they  have 
is  made  of  Indian  com,  ground'  in  a  horse-mill^ 
which  leaves  half  the  grains  unbroken  ;  their  cat- 
tle, which  look  like  moving  skeletons,  are  pro- 
vided with  neither  stable  nor  hay-;  their  own 
houses  make  a  pig-sty  a  desirable  dwelling,  and 
their  persons  are  ragged  and  filthy,  and^  emaciated 
to  the  last  degree. 

Cincinnati,  which  is  now  a  large  city,  was  then 
a  town  of  several  hundred  houses.  He  was  for- 
tunate enough  to  find  there  those  who  were  dis- 
posed to  estert  themselves  in  his  favor.  When 
he  reached  Big  Bone  Creek,  he  left  his  boat,  to 
visit  the  Big  Bone  Lick,  five  miles  distant  firom 
the  river.  He  found  the  place  a  low  valley,  sur- 
rounded on  all  sides  by  high  hills.  In  the  cen- 
tre, by  the  side  of  the  creek,  is  a  quagmire  of  an 
acre  in  extent ;  the  large  bones  have  been  taken 
from  this  and  a  smaller  one  below.     Wilson  came 
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near  depositing  himself  among  the  antediluvian 
reoiains.  In.  chasing  a  duck  i^cross  the  quagmire, 
be  sank  in  it,  and  could  only  relieve  himself  bj 
despecatfr  exerU003.  So  earnest  was  he  to  have 
tb»  reseajwhea  ia  tb|s  region  followed  up  with 
vigor,  that  he  laid  strong  ijijuoctions  on  the  man- 
ager to  dig  with  all  his  mighl ;  afid,  aji  the  pro- 
prietor waa  absent,  Wilson  sat  down  and  wrote 
him  a  letter,  eontauiing  similar  exhortations,  to 
be  delivered  to  him  when  he  returned. 

It  is  amusing  to  see  how,  while  Wilson  was 
sometimes  put  out*  of  patience  by  some  of  the 
strange  characters  that  he  met,  it  was  not  un- 
usual .ta  find  his  good  humor  restored  by  the 
very  extravagance  of  their  absurdity.  The. 
night  before  he  reached  Louisville,  after  being 
exposed  all  day  to  a  storm,  from  which  he^ 
could  not  protect  himself,  because  his  great- 
coat was  in  request  to  cover  his  bird-skins,  he 
reached  a  cabin,  which  wa^  decidedly  the  worst 
he  had  ever  entered...  The  owner,  a  dimin- 
utive wretch,  boasted  of  having,  been  one  of 
Washington's  life-guards  during  the  revolution- 
ary war,  and  said  that  his  commander,  knowing 
hb  skill  in  sharp-shooting,  had  sometimes  point«^ 
ed  out  a  British  officer,  saying  "  Can't  you  pep- 
per that  there  fellow  for  roe  ?  "  on  which  solicita- 
tion, he  invariably  sent  his  victim  to  his  long 
home.     Before  sitting   down  to  supper  he  pro* 
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nounced  a  long  prayer,  and  immediately  after  bis 
devotions  called  out  with  a  splutter  of  oaths  for 
pine  splinters,  that  the  gentleman  might  be  able 
to  see.  Such  a  combination  of  oaths  and  lies, 
prayers,  and  politeness,  though  it  at  first  filled 
Wilson,  with  disgust/  soon  became  an  interest- 
ing subject  of  reflection  to  him,  as .  showing  to 
what  unsounded  depths  of  degradation  humaq 
nature  can  go.       - 

The  next  night  he  reached  Louisville,  hav- 
ing been  detained  upon  his  way  by  a  vain  pur- 
suit of  wild  turkeys  so  late,  that  he  was  alarmed 
in  the  evening  by  hearing  the  distant  sound  of 
the  Rapids  ^ome  time  be&re  he  reached  the 
tovvu.  After  sailings  cautbusly  along  the  shore, 
lest  be  should  be  drawn  to^vard  the  Falls  by  the 
force  of  the  current,  he  reached  Bear  Grass  Creek, 
where  he  landed  safely,  and,  taking  bis  baggage 
on  his  shoulders,  groped  his  way  to  the  town. 
The  next  day  he  sold  his  boat,  the  Ornithologist, 
for  half  price,  to  a  man,  who  was  curious  to 
know  why  he  gave  the  craft  ^'  such  a  droll 
Indian  name,"  adding,  ^^  Some  old  chief  or 
warrior,  I  suppose." 

Leaving  his  baggage  (o  be  forwarded  by  a 
wagon,  he  proceeded  on  foot  to  Lexington, 
seventy-two  miles  distant ;  the  walking  was 
uncomfortable ;  in  wet  weather  it  was  like 
travelling    on     soft  soap  ;   the   want   of  bridges 
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was  also  a  serious  inconvenience  to  a  wayfarer. 
In  visiting  one  of  those  remarkable  pigeon-roosts, 
which  are  foand  in  Kentucky,  he  was  obliged 
to  wade  through  a  deep  creek  nine  or  ten  times. 
He  was  pleased  with  the  appearance  of  the  coun- 
try. Though  nine-tenths  of  it  was  forest,  through 
which  the  brooks  found  their  way,  flowing  over 
loose  flags  of  lime-stone,  he  saw  many  immense 
fields  of  com,  protected  by  excellent  fences.  But 
nothing  fixed  his  attention  so  much  as  the  flight 
of  the  migratory  pigeons.  They  were  moving  in 
a  cloud,  several  strata  in  depth,  and  extending 
on  each  side  farther  than  the  eye  could  reach. 
Curious  to  know  how  long  this  overshadowing 
procession  might  be,  he  sat  down  to  observe 
them ;  but  after  the  lapse  of  an  hour,  so  far  from 
seeing  the  end,  he  found  them  crowding  on  ap- 
parently in  greater  numbers. 

He  was  delighted  with  the  gay  appearance 
of  Lexington,  which  was  then  a  pretty  village, 
ornamented  with  a  small,  white  spire.  To  one^ 
who  had  been  so  long  in  the  solitude  of  the  forest 
and  the  river,  the  aspect  of  busy  streets  was  very 
exhilarating;  but  he  seems  to  have  been  most 
struck  with  the  appearance  of  the  Court-house, 
in  which,  as  he  entered,  he  discerned  the  judges, 
like  spiders  in  a  window-comer,  scarcely  dis- 
tmguishable  m   the    gloom.      The   building,   he 
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iaidy  though  plain  and  unpretending,  had  all 
the  effect  of  the  Gothic;  the  walls  having  been 
found  too  weak  to  sustain  the  honors  of  a  roof  and 
steeple,  the  architect  had  thrown  up  from  the 
floor  a  number  of  pillars,  with  the  large  end 
uppermost,  which  had  a  look  so  threatening  as 
to  fill  every  spectator  with  reverential  awe. 
The  religious  part  of  the  community  seemed  to 
him  the  least  exclusive  of  all  religionists;  since 
they  neither  excluded  from  the  church  nor 
churchyard  any  man  or  any  animal  whatso- 
ever. 

But  though  he  took  the  liberty  of  amusing 
himself  with  some  peculiarities  of  the  place, 
he  was  surprised  to  see  what  a  vast  amount  of 
industry  and  iimprovement  had  been  gathered 
there  in  a  few  years.  It  is  well  known,  that  a 
party  of  hunters  gave  the  nanie  to  the  spot, 
from  having  heard,  when  encamped  there,  the 
news  of  the  battle  of  Lexington,  in  the  be^nning 
of  the  lieyolution ;  and  when  Wilson  was  there, 
a  middle-aged  inhabitant  remembered  when  two 
log-huts  formed  the  only  settlement,  surround- 
ed on  every  side  by  a  deep  wilderness,  rendered 
frightful  by  the  presence  of  ferocious  Indians. 

He  was  very  much,  surprised  at  the  lateness 
of  the  spring ;  but,  as  he  approached  Nashville, 
the  scene  rapidly  changed.     The  blossoms  of  the 
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sassafias,  red-bud,  and  dogwood  contrasted  beauti- 
fully with  the  green  of  the  poplar  and.  buckeye. 
The  soog  of  stranger  birds-  delighted  his  ear, 
and  the  rich  verdure  of  the  grain-fields,  with 
the  glowing  blossoms  of  the  orchard^  wMch  sur- 
rounded the  farm-bouse,  gave  a  pleasant  relief 
to  the  eye.  On  the.  way  he  encountered  one 
of  the  family  caravans,  -which  are  peculiar  to 
the  West.  In  front  was  a  wagon,  drawn  by 
four  horses,  driven  by  a  negro,  and  loaded  with 
agricultural  implements ;  next  came  a  heavily 
loaded  wagon,  drawn  by  six  horses,  attended  by 
two  persons;  this  was  followed,  by  a  procession 
of  horses,  steers,  pows^  sheep,  hogs,  and  calves, 
with  their  bellS ;  next  came  eight  boys,  mount- 
ed double,  and  a  black  girl  with  a  white  child 
before  her ;  then  (he  mother  with  one  child 
before  her,  and  another  at  the  breast;  the  rear 
guard  was  a  paOty  of  KJolts,  which  moved  with- 
out regard  to  order.  Th^  sound  of  the  bells,  and 
the  shouts  of  the  drivers,  repeated  by  the  moun- 
tain, echoes,  made  the  whole  effect  very  imposing. 
All  this  preparation  .belonged  to  a  single  family, 
removing  from  Kentucky  to  Tennessee. 

In  the  course  of  his  journey,  Wilson  visited 
some  of  the  remarkable  caverns  of  Kentucky, 
one  of  which,  on  the  road  from  Lexington  to 
Nashville,  has  been  explored  to  the  distance  of 
several  miles.     The  entrance  to  those  caverns  is 
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generally  found  a(  the  bottom  of  a  nnk-holey  or 
place  formed  by  the  sinking  of  the  soil;  these 
boles,  of  yarioup  size  and  .depths  are  very  com* 
moa  in  this  icegioa  md  are  often  used  as  oellais, 
being  cooled  by  a  stream  ruming  through  them. 
Great  quaatilies  of  najtiye  GlaUiber's ,  salts  are 
fouud  ia  tbem^  and  the,  ea^h  is.  also  strongly 
impregnated  with  nitre.  One  of  these  caverns 
belonged  to  a  man  who  bad  tbie  reputation,  in 
the  country,  of  being  a  murderer,  and  of  using 
the  cave  to  cpnceal  the  bodies  of  his  victims. 
The  opportupity  of  seeing  the  man  was  too 
lemptliig  to  he  lost ;  sp  that  Wilson  palled  at  his 
bouse,,  whic|i  Was(  a  $avem,  with  the  express 
purpose  of  forming  an  s^^quaintance  so  desirable. 
He  ib^nd  the  landlord,  who  was  a  strong  mu- 
latto, with  a  countenance  which  might  have  gcme 
fsur  to  establish  his  general  reputation.  He  in- 
yited  Wilson  to  go  into  his  cave,  which  was  en- 
tered through  a  perpendicular  rock,  behind  his 
house ;  the  offer  was  accepted,  ^nd,  when  they 
were  in  the  dep^h  of  the  gloocn  alone  together, 
Wilson  took  occasioa  to  tell  him  what  reputation 
he  and  bis  cavern  bore  in  the  surrounding  coun- 
try, advising  him  to  have  the  cave  examined,  in 
order  to  remove  from  himself  the  reproach  of 
such  a  detestable  crime.  The  advice  had  no 
effect,  the  man  treating  the  subject  as  if  it  was  a 
matter  of  indifference;  but  the   incident  serves 
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wefl  to  iDosinte  the  cfaaiacter  of  WBsoo,  wbo 
believed  bim,  judgin;  fioin  bb  appeuanoe  and 
eoaweraauoay  to  be  guUij,  and  auypused  that  be 
waoted  Dochio^  but  oppofUmlty  mad  temptatioo 
lodo  the  same  again. 

He  fband  the  couiUiy  near  NasbTiDe  very 
frroraUe  to  bis  oniithologjcal  pmsints.  Sev- 
eral of  tbe  bbds  wUcb  be  shot  were  entirely 
new  to  him.  He  employed  all  bis  Insure  time  in 
making'  drawings,  which  were  transmitted  to  Mr. 
Lawsoo,  but  unfiMtunately  never  reached  him. 
He  bad  thoughts  of.  extending  his  tour  to  St. 
Louis ;  but,  aiter  ccHisideiing  that  it  would  detain 
him  a  month,  ^nd  add  four  hundred  miles  to  his 
journey  without  adding  a  single  subscriber  to  his 
list,  he  gave  up  the  plan,  and  prepared  for  a 
passage  through  tbe  wilderness  toward  New  Or- 
leans. He  was  strongly  urged  not  to  under- 
take it,  and  a  thousand  alarming  representations 
of  hardship  and  danger  were  set  before  him ;  but, 
as  usual,  he  gave  fears  to  the  winds,  and  quietly 
made  preparations  for  the  way.  He  set  out  on 
the  4tb  of  May,  on  horseback,  with  a  pistol  in 
each  pocket  and  a  fowling-piece  belted  across  his 
shoulder. 

Every  reader  of  Wilson's  Oknithology  must 
recollect  the  beautiful  and  affecting  passage,  in 
which  he  speaks  of  having  shed  tears  over  the 
solitary  grave  of  his  friend  Lewis  in  tbe  wilder- 
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ness.  In  this  journey  he  had  the  opportunity  of 
visiting  the  spot  where  that  enterprising  traveller 
put  an  end  to  his  own  life,  at  the  early  age  of 
thirty-six.  The  cause  of  this  unfortunate  act  b 
not  Uioroughly  known;  it  is  thought,  however, 
that  neglect  and  injury  bad  deeply  wounded  the 
mind  of  the  gallant  soldier,  and  that  constitutional 
melancholy  bore  its  part  in  reducing  him  to  de- 
spair. The  cabin,  at  which  he  died,  was  sev- 
enty-two miles  from  Nashville,  on  the  borders  of 
the  Indian  country.  The  particulars  of  his  death 
were  minutely  described  to  Wilson.  It  appears 
that  he  came  to  the  house,  with  two  servants,  and 
took  his  lodgings  in  it  for  the  night,  while  his 
men  ^retired  to  the  barn.  The  woman  who  kept 
the  house  heard  him  walking  about  in  great  agita- 
tion for  several  hours ;  when  this  sound  ceased, 
she  heard  the  report  of  a  pbtol,  followed  by  the 
noise  of  his  fal)  upon  the  floor.  Another  report 
of  a  pistol  succeeded,  and  she  then  heard  him  cry- 
ing for  water.  She  was  so  terrified,  that  she 
dared  not  move  ;  but,  tbrough  the  crevices  o/  the 
unplastered  wall,  she  saw  him  attempt  to  rise, 
then  stagger  and  fall.  He  crept  to  the  bucket, 
and  she  heard  him  scraping  it  with  a  gourd  for 
water,  but  in  vain  ;  and  it  was  not  till  di(y-break, 
that  the  woman  gained  courage  to  call  the  ser- 
vants to  his  relief.  When  they  came  he  seemed 
to  be  in  violent  agony,  and  repeatedly  entreated 
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them  to  take  his  rifle  and  bkrw  out  bis  brains. 
He  expired,  just  as  the  sun  was  rising  above  the 
trees.  Wilson,  paid  the  proprietor  of  the  soil  a 
sum  of  money,  and  received  from  him  a  written 
promise  to  enclose  the  grave.  He  then  left  th^ 
place  with  a  heavy  heart,  and  entered  the  gloomy 
*wildeniess^  which  he  was  to  traverse  alone. 

He  seems  to  have  enjoyed  this  journey,  though 
it  was  exceedingly  fatiguing ;  it  was  not  pleasant 
.to  sleep  on  the  ground  in  the  open  air,  nor  was 
much  gained,  in  point  of  accommodation,  by  ac- 
cepting the  hospitality  of  the  Indians.  But  the 
woods  were  full  of  splendid  flowers ;  birds  of  rich 
plumage  and  sweet  song  abounded,  and  the  man- 
ned of  the  Indians  afforded  a  subject  of  inter- 
esting observation.  But  he  found  that,  even  with 
"a  lodge  in  some  vast  wilderness,"  he  could  not 
be  secure  from  vexation.  As  he  was  Uslening 
to  the  song  of  a  Mocking-bird,  the  first  that  he 
had  heard  in  tbe  western  country,  near  the  cabin 
where  he  intended  to  pass  the  night,  it  was  sud- 
denly  wounded  with  an  arrow,  and  fell  fluttering 
to  the  ground.  He  hastened  to  the  Indian  who 
had  shot  the  bird,  andtold  him,  '^that  it  was  bad, 
very  bad  !  that  this  poor  bird  had  come  from 
a  far  distant  country  to  sing  to  him,  and,  in  re- 
turn, he  had  murdered  it ;  that  the  Great  Spirit 
was  offended  with  such  cruelty,  and  for  doing  so 
he  would  lose  many  a  deer."     An  old  Indian, 
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who  understood,  by  an  intei^preter,  what  Wilson 
had    said,   took   pains  to  explain  to  him,  that 
these  bifds  deserved  no  favor,  since,  when  thdjr 
camo  singing  near  a  bouse,  somebody  would  sure 
ly  die. 

He  was  so  much  exposed  on  this  journey  to 
the  beat  of  the  sun  and  all  the  changes  of  tbe 
'v^edther,  that  he  was  attacked  with  dysentery  and 
fever,  and  became  so  ill,  that  it  was  with  diffi- 
cuhy  he  was  able  to  keep  his  seat.  The  remedy 
which  he  used,,  was  hot  one  'which  the  faculty 
would  have  recommended ;  be  lived  wholly  on 
rsw  eggs  for  nearly  a  week,  and  at  length  re- 
covered. He  was  also  in  danger  from  a  tornado, 
attended  by  a  drenching  rain  ;  trees  were  broken 
off  or  torn  up  by  the  roots,  and  those  which 
resisted  were  bent  to  the  ground ;  limbs  of  vast 
weight  were  continually  whirled  past  him,  and 
his  life  was  so  exposed,  that  he  declared,  he 
would  rather  stand  in  the  hottest  field  of  battle, 
than. encounter  another  such  tornado. 

He  reached  Natchez  in  safety,  bemg  uniform- 
ly well  treated  by  the  Indians,  tvhom  he  found 
an  inoffensive  and  friendly  race.  The  boatmen 
could  hardly  credit  the  testimony  of  their  own 
ears,  when  they  heard  that  he  had  accomplished 
this  enterprise  without  making  use  of  whiskey. 
When  he  was  suffering  with  sickness,  an  Indiain 
recommended   the   eating  of  strawberries,  which 
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I  tbea  ia  perfbctiao.  This  qndfic  was  proba- 
bij  mare  eiiifciTal  in  lestoriDg  Um  to  health,  than 
die  e^gs,  which  woe  his  own  prescription.  One 
eacomstaooe  deaerres  to  be  remembered ;  thir- 
teoi  miles  from  Nashville  in  Tennessee  he  passed 
the  nigfat  at  the  hooae  of  Isaac  Walton,  a  histori- 
cal nanse,  friych  has  kog  been  associated  with 
simpfidty  and  Idndness  of  feeling.  This  land- 
kxd  was  worthy  of  his  name ;  fiir,  when  Wilson 
was  leaving  him  after  break&st,  he  said  to  him, 
^  Too  seem  to  be  travelling  for  the  good  of  the 
world ;  and  I  cannot,  —  I  will  not  charge  you  any 
thing.  Whenever  you  come  this  way,  call  and 
stay  with  me,  and  yba  shall  be  welcome." 

The  western  region  of  this  country  is  the  native 
soil  of  hospitality.  While  Wilson  was  in  Natch- 
ez, he  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  William  Dun- 
bar, who  regretted  that  he  could  not  wait  upon 
him,  being  confined  by  sickness  ;  but  invited  him 
to  come  to  his  house,  and  make  it  hb  home,  so 
long  as  he  was  in  that  region.  The  invitation 
was  accepted,  and  an  apartment  assigned  to  the 
stranger.  The  house  was  in  the  depth  of  the 
forest,  and  afforded  Wilson  the  very  positbn  he 
would  have  chosen  for  pursuing  his  researches, 
beside  giving  him  the  advantage  of  refined  conver- 
sation and  elegant  hospitality.  The  time  passed 
at  this  gentleman's  house  was  cme  of  the  smmj 
moments  in  Wilson's  Ufe,  which  he  remembeied 
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with  the  more  delight,  because  they    were  so 
few. 

He  reached  New  Orleans  on  the  6th  of  June ; 
but,  as  the  sickly  season  was  approaching,  be  did 
not  think  it  safe  to  remain  there  long ;  and  on  the 
24th  he  took  passage  for  New  York,  where  he 
arrived  on  the  dOth  of  July.,  He  had  left  home, 
on  the  30th  of  January,  and  all  hb  expenses,  up 
to  this  time,  amounted  only  to  fi>ur  hundred  and 
fifty-&re  dollars. 

He  arrived  at  Philadelphia  on  the  2nd  of 
August,  and  immediately  applied  himself,  with 
unwearied  mddstry,  to  the  preparation  of  his  third 
volume.  He  had  made  several  new  discoveries 
in  the  West,  and  on  the  islands  near  Florida, 
which  he  visited  on  bb  pasisage  home.  In  a 
letter  to  Michaux,  he  says,  that  the  number  of 
birds,  which  he  had  found,  and  which  had  not 
been  noticed  by  any  other  naturalbt,  taiounted 
to  forty*  The  French  botanist  was  then  publbh- 
ing  hb  American  Sylva,  and  had  transmitted  some^ 
of  the  numbers,  with  colored  prints,  to  Wilson, 
who  immediately  made  attempts  at  imitation,  in 
which  he  succeeded  to  hb  own  satbfaction. 

In  1811,  he  renewed  hb  correspondence  with 
bb  nephew,  William  Duncan,  who  was.  engaged 
in  the  business  of  instruction,  and  had  asked  some 
advice  of  Wilson  respecting  the  general  course  he 
should  pursue.     Nothing  can  be  more  judicious 
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iban  Wibon's  reply.  After  teffing  him,  that  he 
must  first  determine  in  his  own  mind  the  precise 
extent  of  his  duty,  and  then  resolve  to  perfonn  it 
thoroughly,  he  gires  him  die  foUowiBg  admiraUe 
soggestions.  ^*  Devote  your  tdiole  time^  except 
what  is  proper  for  needfid  exercise,  to  making 
yourself  completely  m^ter  of  your  besineSB ;  fer 
lUs  purpose,  rise  by  the  peep  of  dawn ;  take 
your  regular  walk ;  ftnd  then,  commence  your 
stated  studies.  Be  under  no  anxiety  to  beer  what 
people  tUnk  of  yon  or  your  tutorship ;  but  study 
the  improvement  and  watch  over  the  good  con- 
duct  of  the  children  conagned  to  your  care,  as  if 
they  were  your  own-  Mingle  reject  and  affiibil- 
ity  with  your  -orders  and  arrangements.  Never 
show  yourself  feverish  or  irritated  ;^  but  preserve 
a  firm  and  dignified,  a  just  and  energetic  deport- 
ment,  in  every  emergency.  To  be  completely 
master  ct  one's  business,  and  ever  anxious  to  dis- 
charge it  with  fidelity  and  honor,  is  to  be  great, 
beloved,  respectable,  and  happy.'' 

At  this,  tkne,  and  during  die  greater  part  of 
the  mterval  between  his  western  tour  and  anoth* 
er  journey  to  the  Northern  States  in  September, 
1812,  he  was  an  inmate  in  the  fiimily  of  Mr. 
Bartram.  The  retreat  of  the  botanic  garden  af- 
forded Imn  a  good  opportunity  of  observing  the 
habits  o(  birds,  and  at  the  same  time  of  improving 
his  health,  yhich  had  been  considerably  shaken 
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by  fab  fiitigues  and  sedentary  labors.  Thb  yna, 
however,  only  comparative  repose ;  foe  he  went 
several  ttmes  to  the  shores  of  New  Jersey,  and 
made  excursions  to  various  places  in  the  vicinity, 
being  determined  to  leave  nothing  undone,  to 
in9k«  the  vvwk  as  perfect  as  possible. 

His  joismey  to  the  eastward  wu  undertaken 
principally  far  the  purpose  of  visithig  bis  agents 
&nd  fubscribers.  No  very  minute  accounts  of 
the  tour  ai«  preserved.  From  New  York  he 
proceeded  up  the  North  River,  and  contemplated 
its  unrivalled  scenery  with  great  del^t.  From 
Albany  he  went  to  Lake  Cbamplain ;  and,  find- 
ing etery  tavern  in  thai  region  cit)wded  with  offi- 
cers and  sddiers,  was  obliged  to  resort  to  his 
western  halol  o(  sleeping  on  the  floor,  which  he 
<fid  with  great  composure,  amidst  the  wrath  of 
his  companions,  who  would  not  submit  to  snch 
prostraticHi,  and  if  they  had,  could  hardly  have 
complimented  their  slumbers  with  the  name  of 
rest.  From  Burlington,  he  crossed  to  the  Con- 
necticut River,  and  passed  some  time  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  the  White  Mountains.  While  he  was 
at  HarerbiB,  in  New  Hanqnhire,  he  vbited 
Moosebillock,  a  stupendous  height,  though  far  in- 
ferior to  the  neigfaboring  ridges.  It  is  singular, 
that,  when  he  was  so  near  the  pass  of  the- White 
Mountains,  he  (fid  not  take  occasion  to  exptore  it, 
with  a  vww  to  his  faVorite  researdws;  the  whole 
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vicinity  abounds  in  birds,  some  of  which  are  to 
be  found  in  no  other  part  of  the  United  States. 
The  only  nest  of  a  Snow  Bunting,  ever  found 
within  the  pale  of  civilization,  was  discovered  on 
the  d^ary  battlements  of  Mount  Washmgton.  • 

He  has  recorded  one  of  his  adventures,  which 
is  sufficiently  amusing,  and  serves  to  show  the 
feverish  excitement  of  the  whole  country  at  the 
commencement  of  the  last  war.  The  people  of 
Haverhill,  observing  bow  closely  he  was  exploring 
the  country,  consulted  together  to  determme 
what  he  might  be ;  they  came  to  the  conclusion, 
that  he  could  be  no  other  than  a  spy  from  Can- 
ada, who  was  exploring  the  country  with  a  view 
to  determine  the  best  course,  by  which  a  mili- 
tary force  could  be  sent  from  the  British  provin- 
ces into  New  England.  He  was  therefore  ap- 
prehended, and  taken  before  a  magbtrate  with 
due  solemnity  and  form.  That  officer,  on  hear- 
ing his  explanations,  dism'issed  him  with  many 
apologies.  Such  was  the  state  of  the  country, 
that  his  tour  afforded  him  very  little  satisfac- 
tion. Every  gentle  sound  was  drowned  by  the 
voicie  of  war;  and  the  charms  of  nature,  he 
said,  were  treated  with  cbntempt,  except  when 
they  presented  themselves  in  the  form  of  prize 
sugars,  coffee,  or  rum. 

Beifore  he  went  on  this  journey,  he  had  been 
chosen  a  member  of  the  Society  of  j\rtists  of  the 
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United  States.  In  the  spring  of  1813,  he  was 
admitted  to  the  American  Philosophical  Sodety 
in  Philadelphia.  Meantime  he  was  exerting  him- 
self to  complete  his  work,,  as  if  he  had  a  presenti- 
ment that  the  sands  of  his  life  were  running  low. 
In  April,  of  the  same  year,  he  writes  to  Mr.  Bar- 
tram,  that  his  colorists  have  all  left  him,  and  this 
circumstance  has  very  muc^  increased  his  own 
labors ;  so  that  he  hardly  ever  leaves  the  house, 
though  he  longs  *^  to  breathe  the  fresh  air  of  the 
country,  and  to  gaze  once  more  upon  the  lovely 
&ce  of  nature.'' 

This  was  a  privilege  which  he  was  but  once 
more  permitted  to  enjoy.  As  soon  as  the  sev- 
enth volume  of  his  work  had  left  the  press,  he 
went  with  Mr.  Ord  to  Great  Egg-Harbor,  where 
they  spent  neariy  a  month,  collecting  materials 
ibr  the  eighth  volume.  When  they  returned,  he 
plunged  at  once  into  the  midst  of  those  labors, 
which  hurried  his  life  to  its  close.  Those  who 
attempted  to  assist  him,  troubled  him  by  their 
constant  failures  and  errors.  Being  too  proud  to 
saffer  any  copy  of  his  work  to  appear  in  an  un- 
worthy form,  he  took  more  upon  himself  than  he 
could  possibly  perform.  He  drew  largely  upon 
the  hours  which  should  have  been  given  to  rest, 
beside  spending  the  day  m  unceasing  exertion;, 
his  friends  remonstrated  with  him,  and  warned 
him  of  the  inevitable  result ;  but  his  only  reply 
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WIS,  '^  Life  is  short,  and  notliiiig  can  be  dope  with- 
oul  nerticii/* 

Hii  Soo^  biognipbar,  fiooci  tbe  veifaal  tes- 
tiiDoajr  of  one  of  his  American  fnenda,  explaina 
the  immediitff  ovise  of  the  diaorder  whid»  put  an 
end  to  faw  mortal  exialetioe.  While  he  was  sitting 
one  day  conversing  with  a  friend,  he  caught  a 
glance  of  a  rare  bird,  which  he  had  long  been 
desirous  to  see*  With  tus  usual  ardor,  be  ran  out, 
swam  across  a  river  in  pursuit  of  it,  and  at  last 
succeeded  in  killing  it ;  but  be  took  cold  from 
the  exposure,  which  brought  on  the  dysentery, 
which,  after  an  ilinees  of  ten  days,  brought  him  to 
the  grave.  His  brother  came  to  him  as  soon  as 
he  heard  of  his  illness.  He  says,  <^  I  found  him 
speechless;  I  caught  his  hand;  he  seemed  to 
know  me,  and  that  was  all."  He  died  on  the 
morning  of  tbe  9dd  of  August,  1813*  He  bad 
expressed  a  wish,  more  than  once,  to  a  friend, 
when  conversing  on  the  subject  of  death,  that, 
when  he  died,  he  might  be  buried  wh^re  the  birds 
might  Ming  ^oer  his  gruve.  But  this  wi^h  was 
not  known  to  those  who  were  with  him  in  bis  last 
moments ;  and  his  remains  were  deposited,  with 
the  respect  which,  bis  memory  deserved,  in  the 
cemetery  of  tbe  Swedish  church  in  Soutbwark, 
Philadelphia.  A  plain  marble  monument  beam 
the  following  inscription  ;***   . 
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Tkia  MoAument 

covers  the  Reraaiiui  of 

Alexander  Wilson, 

Author  of  the 

Amkeican  OmiriTHOLooT. 

He  v«s  horn  in  Renfrewshire,  fgrstfand, 

Od  the  6th  of  July,  1766; 

EiKm^ated  to  the  United  Stotei 

'  in  the  Year  1794 ; 

and  £ed  in  Philadelphia, 

of  the  Dysentery, 

•n  the  38d  (^  August,  1819^ 

Aged  47. 

The  reader,  perbips,  has  already  fcrmed  an 
impreasioo  of  Wilson's  character,  fiom  the  inci- 
deata  of  bis  history ;  but  some  few  particulars 
remain  to  be  mentioned.  In  his  personal  ap- 
pearance he  was  tall  and  handsome,  rather  slen* 
der  than  athletic  in  his  form.  His  countenance 
was  expressive  and  thoughtful,  his  ey«  powerful 
and  intelligent.  Mr*  Ord  speaks  as  if  the  first 
impression  made  by  his  appearance  on  a  stranger 
was  not  very  prepossessing.  But  so  far  as  one 
might  judge  fiaom  his  portrait,  taken  in  hb  twenty- 
second  year,  faisi  &ce  was  intellectual  and  pleas- 
ing. The  unfavorable  impression  may  have  been 
prcM|u<^d  by  his  manners.  He  was  not  accus- 
tomed to  polished  society  in  his  earlier  days ; 
and,  as  he  was  conscious  of  possessing  powers, 
greatly  superior  to  those  of  the  laborers  with 
whom   he  a^ooiated,   his  manner,  like  that  of 
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Bonis,  probafafy  became  somewhat  impaliflbt  wid 
overbearing.  £is  coDTersatioa  was  remarkable 
fcr  quidmes  and  originalttj;  hjn  wl|ole  deport- 
ment was  that  of  a  man  of  uncomoiDn  intellect 
toal  resources,  who  was  peifectlj  codscioiib  of 
possessing  them. 

But  if  his  manners  in  general  ware  not  engag- 
ing, and  in  this  be  resembled  most  other  men^ 
who  are  deeply  concerned  in  pursuits,  which  com- 
mand little  sjmpi^y  in  t^  worid  ttwnd  them, 
his  character  was  ceifsiniy  amiable ;  he  was 
wanki-hearted  and  genenxis  in  bis  aCbctions ;  ten 
first  to  last  he  displayed  an  unfaltering  attach- 
ment to  his  fiieads,  after  many  years  of  sepam 
tion ;  and  there  is  evidence  enough  in  the  pre- 
ceding nanative  to  show,  that  he  felt  the  full 
weight  of  obligation,,  which  every  relation  in  life 
brought  with  it,  and  discharged  it  to  the  best  of 
hia  power.  Men  of  great  ibrce  and  energy  are 
not,  in  general,  remarkable  for  tenderness  of  feel- 
ing ;'  but  in  his  character  theoe  yrete  many  fine 
and  beautiful  traits,  which  show  that  strength  and 
delicacy  were  united,  eadi  in  its  just  measure,  in 
his  heart. 

There  are  few  examples  to  be  found  in  tU^ 
nry  history  of  resolution  equal  to  that  of  Wilson. 
Though  he  was  made  fiiUy  aware,  both  l^  his 
friends  and  his  .own  reflections,  of  the  difficulty 
of  the  enterprise  in  which  he  engaged,  his  heart 
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neirer  .jbr  a  moment  failed  him.  By  his  agree* 
lafent  wkh  his  publisher,  he  bound  himself  to  fiir- 
nish  the  dr^Qgs  and  descriptions  for  the  work, 
indeed  eyevf  thing,  except  the>  mechanical  exe- 
cution* To  procure  the  materials,  he  was  obli- 
ged to  encounter  heavy  expenses ;  and  the  mon- 
ey which  he  received  for  coloring  the  platesy  was 
the  only  revenue  fiom  which  he  defrayed  them. 
It  b  easy  to  mia^e  the  difficulties  which  he 
must  hav9.  encountered  ;  but  hii  success  was  com- 
plex ;  and  though  he  d|d  not  live  to  enjoy,  he 
ceHainly  anticipated,  what  has  come  to  pass  ;  that 
his  work  would  always  be  regarded  as  a  subject 
of  pride  by  his  adopted  country,  and  would  se- 
ciure  immojrtal  honor  for  him  whose  name  it  bears. 
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PREFACE 


Whoeveb  expects  to  find  much  that  is  new  in 
the  following  biographical  notice  of  Captain  Smithi 
will  probqjdy  be  disappointed.  My  aim  has  been 
to  give  a  lucid  and  simple  narrative  of  the  events 
in  the  life  of  one  of  the  most  remarkable  men, 
^'  that  ever  livid  in  the  tide  of  times  ; ''  with  the 
use  of  materials  contained  in  works,  wfaicb  are  fa* 
niiliar  to  those  who  have  studied  the  early  history 
of  this  country.  My  task  has  been  the  bumble 
one  of  arranging,  selecting  frosi,  condensing,  and 
transposing  these  ample  though  confused  materi- 
als, so  as  to  form  such  a  narrative  as  would  re* 
commend  itself  to  the  popular  taste. 

Captain  Smith's  own  writings,  which  have  fur- 
nished me  with  nearly  all  my  facts,  are  not  ea- 
sily accessible  to  the  public  at  large,  and  would 
not  be  generally  read  if  they  were.  Their  obso- 
lete diction  and  uncouth  spelling  woidd  repel  any 
but  a  professed  antiquary.  I  have  endeavored  to 
translate  them  into  a  modem  style,  and  to  give 
them  a  modem  garb,  though  I   have   permitted 
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Captain  Smith  to  speak  for  himself  on  many  oc* 
casions. 

I  have  written  a  Life  of  Captain  Smith,  and 
not  a  History  of  the  World,  or  of  any  considerable 
portion  of  it,  wh3^  he  lived  fai  it.  Such  collateral 
and  contemporaneous  facts  only  have  been  men- 
tioned, as  are  necessary  to  illustrate  and  elucidate 
portions  of  his  own  biography.  It  is  true,  I  have 
fives  a  suociitot  history  of  the  oeiony  of  Vifgifiia» 
dotmg  tke  two  years  in  Which  Captain  Smith  was 
thei« ;  but  the  reason  is>  ibai>  from  his  diameter 
and  station,  sudi  a  hisMjr  is  identical  with  his 
own  li(e» 

in  luldition  to  his  WikingS,  I  have  derived  as' 
siMmce  frotn  Ghtfaame's  ^^  Histtury  of  the  United 
Slatefii,"  and  Stith's  accurate  and  frithfiil  ''  History 
of  Virgimav^^  I  have  also  been  aided  by  Belknap's 
t^eM-written  Life  of  Smith,  a  work  of  great  merit, 
like  every  thing  which  catne  from  his  pen,  and 
which|  had  it  been  more  ample,  would  have  left 
no  room  for  me  or  any  succeeding  writer.  I  have 
moreover  eiijoyed  the  advantage  of  an  origmal 
document,  which  is  of  a  nature  to  demtod  a 
somewhat  extended  notice.  It  is  a  manuscript 
Life  o[  Smith,  m  Latin,  the  origmal  of  which  is 
deposited  in  the  Lambeth  Library.  By  the  kind«- 
ness  of  the  Archlnshop  of  Canterfoufry,  a  copy  has 
been  obtained  for  the  purpose  of  being  used  in 
compiling   the   present   Memoir.       It   was   writ« 


ten  by  Hetuy  Wharton,  an  English  clergyman  of 
extraofdinary  talents  and  acquisitions^  who  be- 
longed to  the  melancholy  catdogue  of  lights  loo 
eariy  qoendied  fi^  their  own  fame  and  the  hiter- 
ests  of  literature.  He  was  bom  Nofember  9th| 
1664y  at  Worstead  in  Norfolk  County ,  was  gradn- 
ated  at  the  University  of  CamMdge,  and  admit- 
ted to  the  order  of  d€»con  m  1687.  His  Ktetary 
industry  was  wonderful.  He  wrotey  translated, 
and  edited  a  variety  of  works,  principally  oti 
ecclesiastical  antiquities  and  religious  conttmrer^- 
sieS)  inany  of  them  against  the  Popirfi  i^Kgion. 
He  was  WMrmly  patronised  by  'Saoeioft,  Ardi^ 
bishop  o(  Canterbory,  who  appointed  bim  <eM  of 
hb  chaplains.  Many  of  hb  worki  ute  stiH  in 
manMcript  in  the  Lambeth  library,  having  been 
purchased  by  ArchUshop  Tenison.  He  died  at 
the  age  of  thirty,  a  victim  to  immoderate  appKca- 
tioo^  Considering  the  age  at  which  he  ified,  the 
vast  amount  of  hb  labors,  and  the  extent  of  hb 
acqubitions,  Henry  Wharton  may  be  justly  es- 
teemed a  prodigy.* 

Tlie  life  of  Smith  from  hb  pen  b  more  valu- 
able as  a  literary  curiosity,  than  as  a  historical 
document.     It  was  written  iU  1686,  and  b  a 

*  For  a  Ml  and  intaieiCuig  account  of  the  life  and 
labors  of  YiTharton,  see  Chalmers's  « Biographical  Dic- 
tionary." 
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fam  die  ons^Btl  aourees^  to  which 
mwe  moeeasy  and  of  comse  contains  not 
or  important  frets.  The  gieat^  part 
of  it  is  detnted  to  Captain  Smith's  adventures 
befae  going  to  Yaginia ;  afterwards  it  is  meagre 
and  cmsorj;  and  it  extends  no  &rther  than  to 
his  letum  to  England  from  Jamestown.  Its  style 
is  not  aerupuhnsly  classical.  Words  now  and 
then  appear,  which  woold  have  made  ^^Qoinc* 
tilian  stare  and  gasp ; "  but  it  is  full  of  spirit  and 
Tivacitj,  and  the  numerous  learned  and  happy 
allosions  in  it  show  the  great  extent  and  variety 
of  the  author's-  resources.  The  name  of  Smidi 
he  latini2ses  mto  ^^Falnidus";  Opechancanough  he 
calb  **Opecancaoius" ;  Powhatan ,  "Poviatanus  ^ ; 
Pocahontas,  "  Pocaunta  "  ;  the  Cbickahominies, 
**  Cicaminaei."  He  professes  the  greatest  admira* 
tion  for  his  hero,  whom  he  declares  to  be  every 
way  equal  to  the  most  renowned  heroes  of  anti- 
quity, and  that  he  would  obtain  the  same  amount 
of  fame,  if  he  coul4  meet  with  a  Plutarch,  who 
would  record*  his  exploits  in  a  style  worthy  of 
them.  From  the  character  of  its  author;  and  the 
nature  of  its  subject,  this  manuscript  is  a  curious 
and  valuable  record,  and  it  is  fortunate  that  there 
is  a  copy  of  it  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic. 

Geoboe  S.  Hillabd. 


CAPTAIN    JOHN    SMITH. 


CHAPTER  I. 

IKs  Birth,  early  Adveniure9j  and  briOiani 
Achievements  in  the  Tiwkish  War$. 

Amohg  the  adventurous  spirits,  whom  a  rest- 
less love  of  euterprise  called  fixxn  the  bosonr 
of  repose  in  Elngland  to  new  scenes  and  untried 
perils  in  our  Western  wilds,  there  is  no  one  whose 
name  awakens  more  romantic  associations,  than 
Captain  Jqhn  Smith.  His  life  is  as  brilliant 
and  exciting  as  a  Fairytale;  and  the  remarkable 
adventures  he  went  through  served  to  develope 
fully  bis  no  less  remarkable  character.  It  was 
his  good  fi)rtune  to  live  in  stirring  and  event- 
ful times,  congenial  to  his  bold  and  roving  dis- 
position, and,  luckily  for  posterity,  his  adventures 
Ivive  been  preserved  in  a  characteristic  narra^ 
tive  written  by  himself,  from  which  the  principal 
Aicts  in  the  following  biographical  sketch  have 
been  drawn. 

He  was  born  in  Willoughby  in  the  county 
of  Lincolnshire^  in  the  year  1579,  and  was  de- 
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from  ao  ancient  tunStj  winch  bdooged 
to  die  caaatj  €f  Loncaslme.  His  wild  soirit  of 
cmeiijiise  and  Adike  to  ooofinenient  dk^lajed 
diciuaelvcs  io  eariy  bojbood;  Cr,  at  die  age 
of  duiteeo,  bebg,  as  be  binnelf  sajs,  ''set  upoa 
bcave  adveDtmesJ^  be  sold  has  satcbd,  books, 
and  wbatewer  odier  propertjr  be  bad,  in  cnrder 
to  laise  money  to  fumish  him  with  the  means 
of  going  privately  to  sea ;  but  this  bopefid  enter- 
prise was  frustrated  bj  the  death  of  his  parents, 
who  left  him  a  competent  estate.  His  guar- 
dians put  him  apprentice,  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  to 
Mr.  Thomas  Sendall  of  Lynn,  ^^  the  greatest  mer- 
chant of  all  those  parts ; "  hut  the  compting-house 
desk  seems  to  have  been  isis  irksome  to  him  as  the 
school-boy's  ibrm.  He  quitted  his  master's  em- 
ployment, and,  with  but  ten  sfiillings  in  his  pocf^et, 
furnished  him  by  his  friends  (to  use  his  own  * 
words)  "to  get  rid  of  him/'  he  entered  into 
the  train  of  the  second  son  of  the  famous  Lord 
Willoughby,  who  was  travelling  into  France. 

On  arriving  at  Orleans,  he  was  furnished  with 
funds  sufficient  to  carry  him  back  to  Eng- 
land ;  but  such  a  step  was  very  &r  from  his 
intention.  He  went  over  into  the  Low  Coun- 
tries, the  battle-ground  of  Europe,  where  he 
served  for  three  or  four  years  under  the  com- 
mand of  Captain  Joseph  Duxbury.  Of  the 
nature  of  his  service  he   does  not   inform   us; 
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but  he  probably  belonged  to  a  company  of  English 
auxiliaries,  who  were  aidihg  Prince  Maurice  in 
his  gallant  and  successful  struggle  against  the 
power  of  Spain,  which*  resulted  in  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  Netherlands.  He  met  with 
a  Scotch  gentleman  abroad,  whose  name  was 
David  Hume,  who  supplied  him  with  money, 
gave  him  letters  to  his  friends  in  Soptland,  and 
assured  him  of  the  favor  and  patronage  of 
King  James. 

He  set  sail  for  Scotland  accordingly,  and,  after 
having  suffered  shipwreck  and  a  severe  fit  of 
sickness,  arrived  there,  and  delivered  his  letters. 
By  those  to  whom  they  were  addressed,  he  was 
treated  with'  that  warmth  of  hospitality,  which 
seems  to  have  been  characteristic  of  the  Scotch 
nation  from  the  earliest  times;  but  he  found  no 
encouragement  to  enter  upon  the  career  of  a 
courtier.  He  returned  to  Willoughby  in  Ldu- 
colnshire ;  and,  finding  himself  thrown  among 
those  in  whose  society  he  took  no  pleasure, 
and  being  perhaps  a  little  soured  by  disap- 
pointment, he  built  himself  a  sylvan  lodge  of 
boughs  in  a  wood,  and  studied  military  history 
and  tactics.  He  amused  himself  at  the  same 
time  with  hunting  and  horsemanship.  He  was 
not,  however,  a  genuine  and  independent  man 
of  the  woods ;  for  he  kept  up  an  intercourse 
with  the  civUized  world  by  means  of  his  servant, 


180  AMERICAN    Bia«RAPHT. 

who  supplied  his  woodland  retreat  with  all  the 
comforts  cf  artificial  life*  Rumor  soon  spread 
about  the  couutry  the  tale  c(  a  young  and  ac- 
complished hermit,  and  brought  to  hs  ^^  lonely 
bower''  an  Italian  gentleman  in  the.  senrice  of 
the  Eaii  of  Linoob,  of  great  skill  in  horseman- 
ship, who  insinuated  himself  mto  the  fiivor  of 
Smithy  and  induced  him  to  return  with  him  into 
the  world. 

His  military  ardor  soon  reviyed,  and  he 
set  out  a  second  time  upon  his  travels,  intend- 
ing to  fight  against  the  Turks,  whom  all  good 
Christians  in  those  days  looked  upon  as  nat- 
ural enemies.  The  first  stage  of  his  journey 
was  the  Low  Countries,  where  he  piet  with 
lour  French  adventurers,  who,  seemg  the  youth 
and  inexperience  x>{  Smith  (being  at  that  time 
but  nineteen  years  old),  formed  a  plan  to  rob 
him.  One  of  them  pretended  to  be  a  noble- 
man, and  the  others  personated  his  attendants. 
They  persuaded  him  to  travel  with  them  into 
France,  and  they  accordingly  embarked  together 
on  board  of  a  vessel  for  that  purpose.  His 
treacherous  friends  found  in  the  captain  a  kin- 
dred spirit  in  villany,  and  by  his  assistance  their 
plans  were  put  into  execution.  In  a  dark  night 
they  arrived  at  St.  Valery  in  Picardy,;  and,  by 
the  contrivance  of  the  captain,  the  four  French- 
men  were   put  (m  shore  with  the  baggage  of 
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Smithy  he  himself  remaining  on  board,  in  utter 
ignorance  of  the  disposition  which  had  been  made 
of  his  property.  The  boat  with  the  captain  re- 
turned  the  next  day  towards  eveningy  a  delay 
which  he  alleged  to  be  in  consequence  of  the 
high  sea,  but  which  was  in  reality  to  enable 
the  robbers  to  escape  with  their  booty.  His  ▼!!• 
lany  was  strongly  suspected  by  the  passengers, 
who,  indignant  at  his  baseness  and  strongly  sym- 
pathizmg  with  Smith  in  his  misfortune,  proposed 
to  him  to  kill  the  captain  and  take  possession 
of  the  vessel  and  cargo.  This  ofier,  so  charac- 
teristic of  the  lawlessness  of  the  times,  was  re- 
jected by  Smith,  with  a  promptness  worthy  of  his 
honorable  and  high-minded  character. 

On  his  being  landed.  Smith  found  himself  in 
such  straits  as  to  be  compelled  to  sell  his  cloak 
to  pay  for  his  passage.  One  of  his  fellow  pas- 
sengers generously  compassionating  his  forlorn 
situation,  supplied  him  with  money  and  brought 
him  to  Mortain,  the  place  of  residence  of  the 
villains  who  had  robbed  him.  He  found  it  im- 
possible to  obtain  any  satisfaction,  however,  for 
the  injuries  he  had  received  at  their  hands,  the 
word  of  a  friendless  and  unknown  stranger  prob- 
ably not  being  deemed  sufficient  evidence  of  their 
guilt;  and  he  could  not  be  aided  by  his  gener- 
ous fellow  passenger,  who  was  an  outlawed  man 
and    obliged   to   live   in   the    strictest    seclusion. 

R 
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The  rumor  of  his  misibrtaiies  awakened  the  ac- 
tive sympathy  of  several  noble  6milies  in  the 
ndghborhoody  by  whom  he  was  most  hospita- 
bly entertained  and  his  necessities  liberally  re- 
lieved. 

A  life  of  ease  did  not  suit  his  restless  tempera- 
menty  and  his  high  spirit  could  not  endure  his  be- 
ing the  constant  subject  of  favors,  which  he  had 
no  means  of  repaying.  He  set  out  upon  his 
wanderings  with  a  light  purse,  a  stout  heart,  and 
a  good  sword.  His  slender  means  being  soon 
exhausted,  he  was  reduced  to  great  sufferings,  so 
much  so,  that  one  day,  in  passing  through  a 
forest,  his  strength,  worn  out  by  grief  and  expo- 
sure, entirely  failed  him,  and  he  threw  himself 
down  by  the  edge  of  a  fountain,  with  little  hope 
of  ever  rising  again.  Here  he  was  providentially 
found  by  a  rich  farmer,  who  acted  the  part  of  the 
good  Samaritan  towards  him,  and  furnished  him 
with  the  means  of  prosecuting  his  journey. 

In  rambling  iroai  port  to  port  in  search  of  a 
ship  of  war,  he  met,  near  a  town  m  Brittany,  one 
of  the  villains  who  bad  robbed  him.  They  both 
drew  without  exchanging  a  single  word,  and  the 
prowess  of  Smith  gave  him  an  easy  victory  over 
one,  whose  arm  was  paralyzed  by  the  conscious^ 
ness  of  a  bad  cause.  He  obliged  him  to  make  an 
ample  confessicHi  of  his  guilt  in  the  presence  of 
numerous  spectators.     He  obtained  nothing,  how- 
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ever,  but  the  barren  laurels  of  victory,  and  direct- 
ed his  course  to  the  seat  of  the  Earl  of  Ployer, 
whom  he  had  formerly  known.  By  him  he  was 
treated  with  the  utmost  kindness  and  hospitality, 
and  his  purse  liberally  replenished.  Taking  leave 
of  his  friendly  host,  he  travelled  by  a  circuitous 
route  to  Marseilles,  where  he  embarked  for  Italy. 
New  troubles  awaited  Smith  in  this  passage. 
The  author  of  the  manuscript  Latin  memoir,  al- 
luded to  in  the  Preface,  remarks,  that  it  is  curious 
to  observe  how  ingenious  Fortune  is  in  contriving 
peculiar  disasters  and  perils  to  try  the  temper  of 
heroes  and  great  men,  the  ordinary  mishaps  of  life 
not  being  efficient  for  that  purpose  ;  a  reflection 
naturally  enough  suggested  by  the  adventures  of 
his  hero.  On  board  the  vessel  was  a  great  crowd 
of  Catholic  pilgrims  of  various  nations,  who  were 
bound  to  Rome.  They  encountered  a  violent 
storm,  which  obliged  them  first  to  pUt  into  the 
harbor  of  Toulon,  and  afterwards  to  anchor  under 
the  small  island  of  St.  Mary,  which  lies  off  Nice^ 
in  Savoy.  The  enlightened  devotees,  who  were 
sailing  with  him,  took  it  into  their  heads,  that  the 
tempest  was  sent  from  heaven,  as  a  manifestation 
of  its  displeasure  at  the  presence  of  a  heretic,  who 
was,  among  so  many  of  the  true  church,  like  /'  a 
dead  fly  in  the  compost  of  spices."  They  at 
first  confined  themselves  to  angry  reproaches,  di- 
rected not  only  against  Smith  bimself,  but  against 
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Queen  ElisidMtli,  an  objecl  of  .especial  dread  and 
avenioQ  to  all  good  Catholics.  Their  displea^^ 
lire  soon  dbplayed  itself  by  more  unequivocal 
agns.  The  writer  above  alluded  to  says,  that 
'Smith  disdained  to  stab  his  sword  with  the  blood 
of  so  base  a  rabble,  but  that  he  belabored  them 
soundly  with  a  cudgel ;  hut  this  probably  belongs 
to  that  large  class  of  facts,  for  which  historians 
and  biographers  are  indebted  to  their  own  imag- 


Be  that  as  it  may,  the  result  was,  Ibat  Smith 
was  thrown  into  the  sea,  like  another  Jonah,  as 
a  peace-offering  to  the  angry  elements.  He  was . 
so  near  the  island  of  St.  Mary,  that  he  could 
reach  it  without  any  difficulty  by  swimming*  The 
next  day,  he  was  taken  on  board  a  French  ship, 
commanded  by  Captain  La  Roche,  a  friend  and 
neighbor  of  the  Earl  of  Ployer,  who,  for  his  sake, 
treated  Smith  with  great  kindness  and  consid-. 
eration.  They  sailed  to  Alexandria  in  Egypt, 
and,  delivering  their-  freight,  coasted  the  Levant. 
In  tl)e  course  of  their  voyage  tBey  met  with  a 
Venetian  argosy,  richly  laden.  The  captain  of 
the  French  ship  desired  to  speak  her,  but  his 
motions  were  misconstrued  by  the  Venetian  ship, 
which  fired  a  broad-side  into  her,  mistaking  her 
probably  for  a  pirate,  or  supposing,  what  was 
probably  true  in  those  troubled  times,  that  he 
could  expect  none  but  the  treatment  of  an  enemy 
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^m  those  of  any  other  than  bb  own  nation. 

An  engagement  naturally  enough  ensued,  which 

resulted  in  the  defeat  of  the  Venetian  vessel, 

after  a  loss  of  twenty  men^  her  adversaiy  losing 

fifteen.    Her  rich  cargo  was  jdundered  by  the 

victors,  and  the  most  valuable  and  least  bulky 

p(»rtions  of  it  taken  on  board  their  own  vessel. 

The  valor  of  Sm^th  had  been  most  signally  dis* 

played  in  this  engagement,  and  he  received,  as 

his  share  of  the  spoib,  five  hundred   sequins, 

besides  a  **  little   box  '*   (probably  ct  jewels), 

worth  nearly  as  much  more.    He  was  set  on 

shore  in  Piedmont,  at  hb  own  request.    He  made 

the  tout  of  Italy,  and  gratified  hb  curiosity  by  a 

sight  of  the  interesting  objects  with  which  that 

country  is  filled.     Mindful  of  his  original  purpose, 

he  departed  from  Venice,  and  travelling  through 

Albania,  Dalmatia,  and  Sclavonia,  came  to  Gratas 

in  Styria,  the  residence  of  Ferdinand,  Archduk« 

of  Austria,  afterwards  Emperor  of  Germany. 

The  warwa^  at  that  time  raging  between  Ro* 

dolph   the   Sed6nd,   Emperor  of  Germany,  and 

Mahomet  the  Third,  the  Grand  Seignior.    Smith's 

desire  to  display  hb  prowess  against  the  Turks 

was   soon   gratified.     He   met  with  two  of  hb 

countrymen,  who  introduced  him  to  Lord  Ebers^ 

paught.  Baron  Kissell,  and  the  Earl  of  Meldritch, 

all  of  them  ofiicers  of  dbtinction  in  the  Imperial 

army. 

R2 
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This  was  in  tbe  latter  part  ot  the  year  1601. 
The  Tuikish  army,  under  tbe  command  of  Ibra- 
him Bashaw,  had  besieged  and  taken,  in  the  month 
of  October,  the  strong  fortress  of  Caniaa,  in  Hun- 
gary, and  were  ravaging  the  neighboripg  country. 
They  were  laying  siege  to  Olympach,  with  twen- 
ty thousand  men,  and  had  reduced  the  garrison, 
commanded  by  Eberspaught,  to  great  extremities, 
having  cut  off  all  communication  and  supplies. 
Smith  served  as  a  volunteer  in  the  army  of  the 
Baron  Eissell,  the  general  of  artillery,  who  an- 
noyed the  besiegers  fiN>m  without.  He  was  de- 
sirous of  sending  a  communication  to  the  com- 
mander of  the  garrison,  but  found  no  one  bold 
enough  to  undertake  so  perilous  an  enterprise. 
Smith  then  communicated  to  him  a  plan  of  tel- 
egraphic intercourse,  which  he  had  before  made 
known  to  Lord  Eberspaught,  anticipating  that  the 
chances  of  war  would  give  rise  to  an  emergen- 
cy, in  which  a  knowledge  of  it  might  be  highly 
useful.  By  KisselPs  order,  Smith  was  conveyed 
at  night  to  a  mountain  seven  miles  distant  from 
the  town,  and  communicated  with  the  commander 
of  the  garrison,  and  conveyed  to  him  the  follow- 
ing message,  "  On  Thursday  at  night,  I  will 
charge  on  the  east ;  at  the  alarm  sally  you ; "  an 
answer  was  returned,  *^  I  will."  The  besieged  were 
also  aided  further  by  Smith's  inventive  genius. 
On  the  eve  of  the  attack,  he  had  several  thousand 
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matches,  fiistened  to  strings,  extended  in  a  Une 
and  fired,  so  that  the  report  sounded  like  a  dis- 
charge of  musketry,  and  gave  to  the  Turks  the 
impression  that  there  wad  a  large  body  of  men  in 
that  quarter,  and  they  consequently  marched  out 
to  attack  them,,  and  at  the  same  moment  they 
found  themselves  assaulted  by  Baron  Eissell's  ar- 
my and  by  the  garrison  of  the  besieged  fortress, 
who  had  made  the  concerted  sally.  They  were 
in  consequence  thrown  into  great  confusion  and 
made  but  a  feeble  resistance.  Many  of  them 
were  slain,  and  others  driven  into  the  river  and 
drowned.  Two  thousand  men  were  thrown  into 
the  garrison,  and  the  Turks  were  obliged  to  aban- 
don the  siege.  This  brilliant  and  successfiil  ex- 
ploit obtained  for  our  adventurer  the  command  of 
a  troop  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  horse  in  the  regi- 
ment of  Count  Meldritch.* 

*  Smith's  telegraph  was  by  means  of  torches,  each 
letter  from  A  to  L  l^eing  designated  by  showing  one 
torch  as  many  times  as  correspond  to  the  letter's  place 
in  the  alphabet ;  each  letter  from  M  to  Z,  in  like  man- 
ner, by  showing  two  torches.  It  is  essentially  the  same 
as  that  described  in  the  tenth  book  of  Polybius  and  in 
Rees's  Cyclopedia,  Art.  TkUgraph^  SmiHi  had  probably 
met  with  it  in  Polybius,  a  writer  whose  military  spirit 
would  be  congenisd  to  his  taste;  and. the  use  he  thus 
made  of  his  boyish  acquisitions  is  a  proof  that  a  *<  little 
learning"  may  be  a  very  good  thing,  even  to  a  soldier. 
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In  the  year  1601^  the  campaign  began  with 
great  spirit  and  vast  preparations.  The  Emperor 
raised  three  armies,  one  commanded  by  Gonzago, 
Governor  of  Hungary,  one  by  Ferdinand,  Arch- 
duke of  Styria,  and  the  third  by  the  Archduke 
Matthias,  the  Emperor's  brother,  whose  lieutenant 
was  Duke  Mercury,  who  nused  with  hiin  an  army 
of  thirty  thousand  men,  and  under  whom  Smith 
served.  He  laid  siege  to  Alba  Regalis,  a  strong- 
ly fortified  town  in  Hungary.  Smith's  talents  as 
an  engineer  were  here  called  into  exercbe;  for 
be  contrived  a  sort  of  bomb  or  grenade,  to  be  dis- 
charged from  a  sling,  which  greatly  annoyed  the 
Turics  m  their  sallies,  and  two  or  three  times  set 
the  suburbs  of  the  place  on  fire.  The  city  was 
finally  taken  by  an  ingeniously  contrived  and  bold- 
ly executed  military  manoeuvre ;  a  loss  so  great 
to  the  Turks,  that  it  is  related  t}iat  the  Bashaw 
of  Buda,  who  was  a  prisoner  in  Vienna,  on  hear- 
ing of  it,  abstained  firom  eating  a  whole  day,  pros- 
trate upon  his  iace,  praying  to  Mohammed,  who, 
as  he  saidj  had  been  all  that  year  angry  with 
the  Turks. 

The  Sultan  had  raised  an  army  of  sixty  thou- 
sand men,  under  the.  command  of  Hassan  Ba- 
shaw, for  the  purpose  of  relieving  Alba  Regalis. 
He,  having  heard  of  its  capture,  still  continued 
his  march,  in  the  hope  of  taking  it  by  surprise 
Duke  Mercury,  though  far  inferior  in  numbers. 
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marched  out  to  meet  him,  and  encountered  him 
in  a  desperate  battle  on  the  plains  of  Girke,  which 
resulted  in  the  defeat  of  the  Turks,  with  the  loss 
of  six  thousand  men.  In  this  action  Smith  be- 
haved with  great  valor,  was  severely  wounded, 
and  had  a  horse  shot  under  him. 

Duke  Mercury,  after  this,  divided  his  forces  in- 
to three  parts,  one  of  whKh,  under  the  command 
of  Count  Meldritch,  was  sent  into  Transylvania, 
which  was  the  seat  of  a  triple  war.  Sigbmund 
Bathor,  the  native  prince,  was  contending  for  his 
crown  with  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  waging  war  against  the  Tuiks,  who 
were  also  the^  foes  of  the  Elmperor;  so  that  each 
party  had  their  attention  distracted  and  their 
forces  thmned  by  a  common  enemy.  Meldritch 
bad  been  ordered  to  join  the  army  of  the  Emper- 
or, which  was  acting  against  Sigismund.  But 
Meldritch  was  himself  a  Transylvanian  and  little 
inclined  to  oppose  himself  to  his  countrymen,  to 
whom  he  probably  wished  success  in  his  heart. 
He  and  his  c^kers  were  most  of  them  soldiers 
of  fortune,  bound  by  slack  allegiance  to  the  Ekn- 
peror,  and  ready,  like  Captain  Dugald  Dalgetty, 
to  enlist  under  that  leader,  who  could  give  them 
the  highest  pay  and-  the  best  chance  for  gaining 
booty ;  and  the  Emperor,  it  seems,  was  not  a  very 
prompt  paymaster.  He  therefore  oflfered  his  ser- 
vices to  Sigismund,  by  whom  they  were  cordially 
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•ooepted ;  and  batii  him  he  oblained  penooissiQV 
to  turn  hm  arms  against  the  Tui^^  an  enterprise 
to  l¥hich  h^  was  stimulated  by  personal  feeling,  fer 
they  had  possession  of  that  part  of  Transylvania 
in  which  his  own  &mily  estates  were  ^tuated. 

In  the  course  of  the  desultory  and  partisan  wmr- 
fiire,  which  he  carried  on,  he  laid  siege  to  Regal, 
a  frontier  town  in  the  mountainous  parts  of  Tran- 
sylvania, so  strong  by  nature  and  art  as  to  be 
deemed  impregnable,  and  garrisoned  by  a  motley 
assemblage  of  Turks,  Tartars,  renegades,  amd  rob- 
bers. Count  Meldritch  had  with  him  eight  thou- 
sand men,  and  he  was  afterwards  jobed  by  Prince 
Mojrses  with  nme  thousand  more,  to  whom  he' 
surrendered  the  chief  command. 

The  siege  was  long  and  obstinate,  owing  to 
the  great  strength  of  the  place;  and  frequent 
and  bloody,  but  undecisive  skirmishes  took  place. 
The  Turks  grew  insolent  at  the  ill  success  of  the 
Christians,  and  laughed  to  scorn  their  slow  and  in- 
effectual movements.  One  of  their  number,  the 
Lord  Turbashaw  by  name,  a  man  of  rank  and 
military  renown,  sent  a  challenge  to  any  captain 
of  the  Christian  array,  to  fight  with  him  in  single 
combat,  giving  a  reason  characteristic  of  the  times 
for  this  message,  that  it  was  to  delight  the  ladies 
of  Regal,  ^'  who  did  long  to  see  some  court-like 
pastime."  So  many  were  ready  to  accept  this 
challenge,  that  their  conflicting  claims  were  settled 
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by  lot)  and  the  diance  fell  upon  Smithy  who  had 
burned  for  the  privilege  of  meeting  the  hanghty 
Turk.  • 

On  the  day  appointed  for  the  combat,  the  ram- 
parts of  the  town  were  lined  with  lacfies  and  sol- 
diers. The  Lord  Turbashaw  entered  the  lists  in 
a  splendid  suit  of  armor,  blazing  with  gdd  and 
jewels,  and  ^^  on  his  shoulders  were  fixed  a  pair  of 
great  wings,  compacted  of  eagle>  feathers,  within 
a  ridge  of  silver,  richly  garnished  with  gold  and 
precious  stones.''  He  was  attended  by  three  Jan- 
izaries, one  of  whoni  bore  his  lance,  and  two 
walked  by  the  side  of  his  horse.  Smith  soon 
followed,  attended  by  a  single  page  bearing  his 
lance,  and  rode  by  his  antagonist,  courteously 
saluting  him  as  he  passed.  At  the  sound  of  the 
trumpet,  they  met  in  mid  career,  and  the  well- 
directed  lance  of  Smith  pierced  through  the  visor 
into  the  brain  of  the  Turk,  and  he  fell  dead  from 
his  horse,  without  having  shed  a  drop  of  his 
adversary's  blood.  His  head  was  cut  off  and 
borne  in  triumph  to  the  Christian  army,  and  his 
body  i^ven  up  to  his  friends. 

The  death  of  the  Lord  Turbashaw  was  heavily 
borne  by  the  garrison;  and  a  friend  of  his,  by 
name  Grualgo,  burning  to  avenge  him  and  to 
pluck  the  fresh  laurels  from  Smith's  brow,  sent 
him  a  particular  challenge,  which  was  readily  ac- 
cepted, and  the  battle  took  place  the  next  day 


IM  AMKmiCAV   BIOamAFST. 

k.    Aidieir  io 


thn^    tbe 

Tmk  w»  naoAj  oBbcraed.  Tbqr  theo  dEs- 
cfavgofl  uMtf  pMioliy  Dj  vwch  Smith  wss  sl^it- 
Ijr  wounded  and  his  amaguuisi  jBfcidj  in  the 
left  erai.  Being  thos  rendered  oniUe  to  wmn^e 
hif  honey  he  cinfeied  e  ■im  resntmce  md  was 
eadjrtiaio;  and  Ym  hone  and  annor,  by  previ- 
ons  agmement,  became  the  ptopertf  of  the  vio- 
lor. 

Hie  mege  was  skmHy  piotracied  in  the  mean- 
while, and  Smith  ibund  but  few  opportunities  kx 
signalizing  his  valor.  His  high  spirit,  flashed 
with  suocess,  could  not  brook  tbe  rust  of  repose  ; 
and  he  obtained  leave  erf*  his  general  to  send  a 
message  into  the  town,  that  he  should  be  happj 
to  famish  the  ladies  with  further  eatertainment, 
and  to  give  to  any  Turkish  knight  the  opportuoitjr 
of  redeeming  the  heads  of  his  slam  friends,  and 
carry  off  his  own  besides,  if  he  could  win  it. 
Tbe  challenge  was  accepted  by  a  stout  champioif, 
to  whom  the  Fates  had  given  the  unbarmooious 
name  of  Boony  Mulgro.  Having  the  privilege 
of  choosing  his  own  weapons,  he  avoided  the 
lance,  having  had  proof  of  Smith's  dexterity 
in  the  use  of  it,  and  selected  pistols,  battle- 
axes,  and  swords.  In  the  encounter,  tbey  dis- 
oharged  their  pistols  without  e£^t,  and  then 
fought  with   their  battle-axes.     Smith  seems  to 
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have  been  inferior  to  his  adversary  in  the  use  of 
this  weapop,  for  he  received  so  heavy  a  blow, 
that  the  axe  dropped .  from  his  ha^ds  and  he 
aearly  fell  from  his  horse  ;  and  the  Tui^,  seeing 
bis  mishap  from  the  walls,  set  up  a  loud  shout, 
as  if  the  victory  were  already  won.  But  Smith 
quickly  recovered  himself,  and  by  his  skilful  horse- 
manship not  only  escaped  the  heavy  blows  aimed 
at  him  by  the  ponderous  battle-axe,  but  ran  bis 
foe  through  the  body  with  his  sword.  The  ladies 
of  Regal  were  certainly  well  entertained  by  our 
adventurer,  and  they  could  not  complain  of  disap- 
pointment when  he  was  master  of  the  feast. 

For  these  brilliant  exploits  Smith  was  reward- 
ed by  suitable  honors.  He  was  conducted  to  his 
general's  tent  by  a  military  procession,  consisting 
of  ^ix  thousand  men,  three  led  horses,  and,  before 
each,  the-  head  of  one  of  the  Tiftks  he  had  slain, 
borne  on  a  lance.  The  general  received  him 
with  much  honor,  embraced  him,  and  presented 
him  with  a  horse  superbly  caparisoned,  and  a  scim- 
itar and  bek  worth  three  hundred  ducats ;  and  his 
colonel.  Count  Meldritch,  made  him  major  of  his 
regiment. 

The  siege  was  prosecuted  with  renewed  vigor ; 
and  the  place  was  finally  taken,  and  its  brave  gar- 
rison put  to  the  sword,  in  retaliation  of  the  same 
inhuman  barbarity,  which  they  had  shown  to  the 
Christian  garrison,  from  whom  they  took  it.     The 
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prince  of  Transylvania,  bearing  of  the  valor  of 
Smithy  gave  him  bb  picture  set  in  gold  and  a  pen* 
sioB  of  three  hondred  ducats  per  annuni.  He  also 
bestowed  upon  him  a  patent  of  noUlity  and  a 
coat  of  arms  bearing  tbree  Turks'  beads  in  a 
shield^  with  the  motto  '^  Vincere  est  vivere."  * 
This  patent  was  afterwards  admitted  and  recorded 
m  the  Heralds'  College  in  England  by  Sir  Wil 
Kam  Segar,  Grarter  King  at  Arms. 


CHAPTER  U. 

SSs  Captivity 9  EicapCy  and  Return  to  England. 

The  summer  heaven  of  Smith's  fortunes  was 
soon  to  be  overcast ;  and  fate  had  trials  m  store 
for  him,  far  exceeding  any  he  had  before  known. 
Sigismund,  the  prince  of  Transylvania-,  found  that 
he  could  no  longer  maintain  a  war  against  the 
Emperor  and  the  Turks  at  the  same  time,  the 
resources  of  bis  flourishing  principality  being  ut- 
terly exhausted  by  his  long-continued  and  un- 
equal struggle.  He  accordingly  acknowledged 
the  Emperor's  authority,  gave  up  his  station  as 
an  independent  prince,  and  passed  the  remainder 

'The  date  of  this  patent  is  December  3d,  1603,  which 
was  not  until  after  Smith's  return  from  his  captivity. 
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of  his  days  in  the  more  obscure,  but  probably 
happier,  rank  of.  a  private  nobleman  in  Prague, 
in  the  enjoyment*  of  ^  munificent  pension,  which 
he  had  received  in  exchange  for  the  uneasy  splen- 
dor of  a  crown. 

By  this  arrangement  the  armies  of  Sigisniund 
were  thrown  out  of  employment,  and  transferred 
their  allegiance  to  the  Emperor.  His  generals 
were  somewhat  embarrassed  by  the  presence  of 
so  many  well  disciplined  and  veteran  troops,  who 
were  well  known  to  be  devotedly  attached  to 
their  old  master  and  not  very  fond  of  their  new 
one;  and  they  were  anxious  to  keep  them  con- 
stantly employed)  wel)  knowing  that  idleness  is 
the  mother  of  mutiny.  An  opportunity  soon 
occurred;  for  there  was  seldom  peace  in  those 
days  on  the  frontiers  of  Christendom  and  ^^  Hea- 


The  inhabitants  of  Wallachia,  at  that  time  a 
Turkish  province,  unable  to  endure  the  tyranny 
of  their  Waywode,  or  prince,  revolted  and  appli- 
ed to  the  Emperor  for  assistance,  who  gladly 
affi)rded  it ;  and  the  Earl  of  Meldritch,  accompa- 
nied by  numerous  officers,  and  Smith  among  the 
rest,  and  by  an  army  of  thirty  thousand  men,  who 
had  served  under  Sigismund,  went  to  support  the 
claims  of  the  new  Waywode,  Lord  Rodoll.  The 
former  one,  whose  name  was  Jeremy,  had  raised 
an  army  of  forty  thousand  Tartars,  Moldavians, 
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and  Tofksy  to  immtain  his  preleaanns.  A  faloodj 
battk  was  faagfat  bclmica  tfaeoiy  io  which  the 
Toridsh  aim  J  was  toCall  j  defcated  with  the  loss 
of  twentj-five  thoosand  meo,  and  WaDachia  be- 
came sabject  to  the  Emperor. 

The  deposed  Wajwode  ooDecled  together 
some  troops,  and  assumed  a  dangerous  attitude  io 
the  neighboriog  province  of  Moldavia ;  and  the 
Eari  of  Meldritcb  was  sent  to  reduce  him.  He 
was  successful  in  severd  skurrobhes,  in  one  of 
which  he  was  materiallj  assisted  by  Smith's 
bgenuity  m  the  construction  of  fire-works,  a 
gift  which  seems  to  have  been  peculiar  to  him. 
Pressing  on  too  eagerly  and  incautiously,  he  was 
decoyed  into  an  ambuscade,  in  a  mountainous 
pass  near  the  town  of  Rottenton,  and  attacked 
by  an  army  of  foity  thousand  men.  The  Chris- 
tians made  a  gallant  and  desperate  resbtance, 
but  could  avail  nothing  against  such  immense 
odds;  and  they  were  all  slain  or  cut  to  pieced, 
except  about  thirteen  hundred,  who,  with  the 
Earl  of  Meldritch,  escaped  by  swimming  a  river. 

In  this  unBappy  battle  were  slain  many  gal- 
lant noblemen  and  gentlemen,  the  flower  of  Sigis- 
mund's  army  and  his  most  devoted  friends,  and, 
among  the  rest,  nine  Englishmen,  whose  names 
Smith  affectionately  preserves,  who,  for  the  sake 
of  sustaining  the  cross  and  humbling  the  cres- 
cent, had  exposed  themselves  to  peril  and  death 
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in  an  obscure  war,  and  in  a  remote  comer  of 
Europe.  Such  is  the  soldier's  unequal  lot.  Some 
are  proudly  slain  on  famous  fields ;  ^^  honor  decks 
the  turf  that  wraps  their  clay,"  and  their  names 
become  in  after-tiroes  watch-words  and  rallying 
cries;  while  others,  with  arms  as  strong,  hearts 
as  brave,  hopes  as  warm,  and  souls  as  aspiring, 
fall  in  petty  skirmishes,  the  very  spot  of  which 
soon  becomes  uncertain,  and  tradition  itself  pre- 
serves not  a  record  of  their  names. 

Smith  was  severely  wounded  and  left  for  dead 
upon  the  field.  Some  sparks  of  life  were  found  in 
him,  and  the  Turks,  judging  him  to  be  a  man  of 
distinction  by  tl^e  richness  of  his  annor,  healed 
his  wounds  in  order  to  seeure  a  large  ransom. 
As  soon  as  he  was  recovered,  he  was  taken  to 
Axiopolb  with  many  other  prisoners,  and  there 
they  wfsre  all  sold,  "  like  beasts^  in  a  market- 
place.''  Smith  was  sold  to  the  Bashaw  Bogall, 
who  sent  him  to  Constantbople  as  a  present  to 
his  mistress,  the  yoiing  Charatza  Tragabigzanda 
(a  name  not  very  manageable  in  a  sonnet),  tell- 
ing her  that  he  was  a  Bohemian  nobleman,  whom 
he  had  captured  in  war. 

This  young  lady  viewed  with  compassion  the 
afflicted  condition  of  her  captive,  who  was  at 
that  time  in  the  flower  of  his  youth,  and  adorned 
with  those  manly  graces,  which  make  valor  more 
attractive,  and  affliction  more  pitiable.     Not  hav- 
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ing  ber  time  so  much  occupied  as  modern  young 
kdieSi  she  would  oiteo  contrive  an  excuse  for 
•skmg  a  question  of  the  interesting  captive  who 
dwelt  so  much  ia  her  thoughts,  as  she  bad  a  slight 
knowledge  of  Italian.  To  her  surprise  she  learnt, 
that  the  storj  told  by  her  lover  was  a  sheer  fab* 
rication,  that  Smith  was  an  English  gendeman, 
who  had  never  seen  the  Bashaw  till  be  had  been 
bought  by  him  in  the  market-place  c^  Axiopolis. 
The  tender  feeling,  with  which  she  had,  perhaps 
unconsciously  to  herself,  begun  to  regard  Smith, 
was  probably  increased  by  the  indignation,  with 
which  she  heard  of  the  deception  that  had  been 
practised  upon  her.  She  drew  from  him  the 
whole  story  of  his  adventures,  to  which  she  did, 
like  Desdemona,  '^seriously  incline,"  and,  like 
Desdemona,  ^^sbe  loved  him  for  the  dangers  he 
had  passed,"  as  well  as  for  his  graceful  man- 
ners, &scinating  conversation,  and  that  noble  and 
dignified  bearing,  which  the  weeds  of  a  captive 
could  not  conceal.  She  mitigated  the  pains  of 
his  captivity  by  all  the  means  in  her  power ;  and, 
apprehensive  lest  her  mother  (who  probably  sus? 
pected  the  dangerous  progress  he  was  making  ip 
her  daughter's  affections)  should  sell  him  in  order 
to  remove  him  from  her  sight,  she  resolved  to 
send  him,  with  a  letter  to  her  brother  Timour, 
Bashaw  of  Nalbritz,  in  the  country  of  Gambia,  and 
province  of  Tartary,  who  resided  near  the  borders 
of  the  sea  of  Azof. 
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la  this  letter  she  enjoined  it  upon  her  brother 
to  treat  Smith  vnth  the  greatest  kindness,  and,  to 
make  "  assurance  doubly  sure,"  she  frankly^  told 
him  of  the  state  of  her  feelings  towards  him, 
which  disclosure  had,  however,  upon  the  haughty 
Tartar  an  effect  very  different  from  what  she  an* 
ticipated.  Highly  incensied  that  his  sbter  should 
have  disgraced  herself  by  an  attachment  to  a 
Christian  slave,  he  vented  his  displeasure  upon  its 
unfortunate  object.  He  ordered  his  bead  to  be 
shaved,  his  body  t»  be  stripped  and  clothed  with 
a  rough  tunic  of,  hair-cloth,  and  a  large  ring  of 
iron  to  be  fastened  around  his  neck.  He  found 
many  companions  in  misfortune,  and^  being  the 
last  comer,  he  was,  as  he  says,  ^^  slave  of  slaves 
to  them  all;"  though,  he  contmues,  ^^  there  was 
na  great  choice,  for  the  best  was  so  bad,  that 
a  (k)g  could  hardly  have  lived  to  endure." 

Smith  does  not  inform  us  of  the  length  of  his 
captivity,  nor  have  we  any  data  for  ascertaining 
it,  but  it  could  not  have  been  many  months  ;  for 
the  battle,  in  which  he  was  taken,  was  fought  in 
1602,  and  we  hear  of  his  return  from  slavery,  to 
Transylvania  in  December,  1603.  He  has  left  an 
account  of  the  manners  and  customs,  religion  and 
government,  of  the  "  Crym-Tartare,"  as  he  calls 
them,  which  does  credit  to  his  powers  of  observa- 
tion, and  the  retentiveness  of  his  memory,  but 
which  would  be  neither  new  nor  interesting  to  the 
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reader.  Of  their  oflknsive  and  comfortless  style 
of  living  be-  speaks  with  the  energy  of  perscmal 
disgust^  but  makes  honorable  mention  of  their 
justice  and  integrity^  For  their  military  equip- 
ments, knowledge,  and  discipline  he  expresses  the 
ocmtempt  natural  to  a  thorough  master  of  the  art 
of  war,  but  does  justice  to  their  bravery,  their 
skill  in  horsemanship,  and  their  powers  of  en- 
durance. The  brave  spirit  of  Smith  could  not  be 
conquered  even  by  the  galling  chains  of  bond- 
age, which  were  rendered  heivier  by  his  despair 
of  being  ever  able  to  throw  them  off;  for  he  says, 
that  ^^all  the  hope  he  had  ever  to  be  delivened 
irom  this  thraldom  was  only  the  love  of  Traga- 
bigzanda,  who  surely  was  ignorant  of  his  bad 
usage ;  for,  although  he  had  often  debated  the 
matter  with  some  Christians,  that  had  been  there 
a  long  -time  slaves,  they  could  not  find  how  to 
make  an  escape  by  any  reason  or  possibility ;  but 
God,  beyond  man's  expectation  or  imagination, 
helpeth  his  servants,  when  .they  least  think  of 
help,  as  it  happened  to  him."  He  was  employed 
to  thresh  com  in  a  country-house  belonging  to 
Timour,  which  was  a  league  distant  iix>m  his  resi- 
dence. His  cruel  master,  who  felt  a  particular 
ill-will  towards  him,  never  passed  him  without 
displaying  it  by  gross  abuse,  and  even  personal 
violence.  His  ill-treatment,  on  one  occasion, 
was  so  outrageous,   that   Smith,  maddened   and 
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tra^ported  beyond  the  bounds  of  reason  by  a 
sense  of  insult,  and  reckless  of  consequences, 
Jbiowing  that,  happen  what  might,  hb  miserable 
condition  could  not  be  changed  for  the  worse, 
rose  against  him  and  beat  out  his  brains  with 
his  threshing-flail.  The  instinct  of  self-preser- 
vation is  fertile  in  expedients.  He  clothed  him- 
self in  the  rich  attii*e  of  the  slain  Tlmour,  hid 
his  body  under  the  straw,  filled  a  knapsack  with 
com;  mounted  his  horse,  and  galloped  off  to  the 


Save  the  exulting  sense  of  freedom,  hb  con- 
dition was  but  little  improved,  however,  and  he 
could  hardly  .hope  for  any  thing  but.  a  death 
more  or  less  speedy,  according  as  he  was  re- 
captured or  not.  He  was  in  the  midst  of  a 
wild,  vast,  and  uncultivated  desert,  dreading  to 
meet  any  human  beings,  who  might  recognise 
him  as  a  runaway  slave, by  the  iron  collar  which 
be  still  wore  about  his  neck,  and  again  reduce 
him  to  bondage.  He  -  wandered  about  two  or 
three  days  without  any  end  or  purpose,  and 
in  utter  loneliness  and  despair;  but  Providence, 
who  had  brought  him  out  of  captivity,  befriended 
him  still  fijrther,  and  directed  his  random  steps 
to  the  mainr  road,  which  leads  from  Tartary  into 
Russia. 

After  a  fatiguing  and  perilous  journey  of  six- 
teen days,  he  arrived  at  Ecopolis,  upon  the  river 
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DcNiy  a  gunaum  of  the  Ra«iai« ;  where,  he  says, 
**  the  gcyvemor,  after  a  due  examinatioD  of  those 
his  hard  erents,  took  off  hk  iroos,  and  so  kindl j 
used  hiiDy  he  thought  himself  new  risen  froin 
death,  and  the  good  lady  Calamata  largely  sup- 
plied hb  wants."  This  last  clause  is  chanK^ter- 
istic  of  Smith.  His  gentlemanly  courtesy  prompts 
him  to  acknowledge  the  kind  attentions  of  a 
lady,  while  his  modesty  forbids  him  to  mention 
any  of  the  reasons  which  induced  her  to  take 
an  interest  m  him,  still  less  to  exaggerate  that 
interest  into  a  warmer  feeling. 

Being  furnished  hy  the  friendly  governor  with 
letters  of  recommendation,  he  travelled,  under 
the  protection  ct  convoys,  to  Hermanstadt  in 
Transylvania.  His  journey  through  these  deso* 
late  regions  was  made  delightful  by  the  kind  at- 
tentions which  he  Constantly  received.  He  says, 
'*  in  all  his  life,  he  seldom  met  with  more  respect, 
mirth,  content,  and  entertainment,  and  not  any 
governor,  where  he  came,  but  gave  htm  some* 
what  as  a  present,  beside  his  charges."  Their 
own  exposed  situation  on  the  frontiers  made  them 
constantly  liable  to  be  carried  into  slavery  by  the 
Tartars,  and  they  could  sympathise  with  one 
who  had  just  escaped  a  fate  of  which  they  were 
continually  apprehensive. 

On  his  arrival  in  Transylvania,  where  he  found 
many  of  his  old  friends  and  companions  in  arms. 
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Und  where  his  brilliant  exploits  had  made  him 
generally  known  and  popular,  he  was  received 
with  enthusiasm  as  one  risen  from  the  grave, 
and  overwhelmed  with  honors  and  attentions.  He 
says,  that  "  he  was  glutted  with  content  and 
near  drowned  with  joy,"  and  that  he  never  would 
have  left  these  kind  friends,  but  for  his  strong 
desire  to  "  rejoice  himself"  in  his  own  native 
country,  after  all  his  toils  and  perils.  At  Leipsic 
he  met  with  his  old  Colonel,  the  Earl  of  Md- 
dritch,  and  Prince  Sigismund,  who  gave  him  a 
diploma,  confirming  the  title  of  nobility  he  had 
previously  conferred  upon  him,  and  fifteen  ducats 
to  repair  his  losses.  From  thence  he  travelled 
through  Germany,  France,  and  Spais,  visiting 
the  places  most  worthy  of  note  in  each. 

Hearing  that  a  civil  war  had  broken  out  in 
•Barbary,  eager  to  gain  new  honors  and  encoun- 
ter new  perils,  he  sailed  in  a  French  ship  of  war 
to  the  Afiican  coast,  and  went  to  the  city  of  Mo- 
rocco ;  but,  finding  that  the  contending  parties 
were  equally  treacherous  ,artd  unworthy,  he  re- 
fused to  throw  his  sword  into  either  scale.  He 
describes  some  of  the  objects  most  worthy  of 
note  in  the  cities  of  Morocco  and  Fez,  and  gives 
a  slight  sketch  of  the  conquest  and  discoveries 
of  the  Portuguese  in  the  southern  portions  of 
Africa.  He  departed  firom  Morocco  in  the  same 
vessel   in   which   he   had    come,  and  which,  on 
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the  Toyage,  sustained  a  desperate  fight  against 
two  Spanish  men-of-war,  and  succeeded  in  beat- 
mg  them  off.  He  returned  to  his  own  country 
about  the  year  1604. 


CHAPTER  ni. 


State  of  fuhUc  FetUng  in  England  in  regard 
to  Colonizing  the  Coast  of  America.  —  Smith 
becomes  interested  in  the  Subject.  —  Establish^ 
ment  of  the  Virginia  and  Plymouth  Compa- 
nies. — An  Eacpedition  sets  Sail  from  England. 
—  Dissensions  on  the  Voyage.  —  Arrival  in 
Virginia. 

The  times,  of  which  we  are  writings  were 
fruitful  alike  in  great  enterprises  and  in  great 
men.  The  brilliant  discoveries  of  the  Portuguese 
in  the  East,  and  of  Columbus  and  Sebastian 
Cabot  in  the  West,  had  startled  the  civilized 
world  like  the  sound  of  a  trumpet,  and  given  to 
the  human  mind  that  spring  and  impulse,  which 
are  always  produced  by  remarkable  events.  The 
fiery  and  adventurous  spirits  of  Europe  found 
the  bounds  of  the  old  world  too  narrow  for  them, 
and  panted  for  the  untried  spheres  of  our  new 
and  broader  continents. 
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The  wealth  and  fertilhj  of  the  nevlT  < 
ed  lands,  of  course,  lost  nothing  in  the  i 
of  the  few,  who  had  bj  chance  visilBd  ^bem,  and 
returned  home  to  astoniA  their  adanring  and  les 
ibrtonate  fnends  with  tales  of  what  tfaej  had  seen 
and  heard.  Thej  had  seen  dmes  wfaidi  were 
the  &vorites  of  the  son,  and  his  boning 
filled  the  earth,  the  air,  and  the  sea  with 
beauty.  There  were  birds  of  gmgeom  ploonge, 
dazzling  the  eye  with  their  mocions  and  ooloo, 
flowers  of  the  richest  hoes  and  most  driicjlr 
odors,  and  aromatic  forests  that  made  the  air  fuat 
with  perfume,  and  ''old  Ocean. anule  far  manj 
a  league."  But  the  most  extavagaDt 
were  given  of  the  min^al  treasures  of  the 
countries.  Gold  and  silver  were  so  plentiful, 
that  the  most  common  utensils  were  made  of 
them ;  and  every  one  had  some  stoiy  to  tell  of 
''the  EUdcM^do,  where"  (m  the  woids  of  Mike 
Lamboume  in  ''Eemlworth")  ''orehins  pbj  at 
cherry-pit  mih  diamonds,  and  eouutiy  weocbes 
thread  rubies  for.  necklaces  instead  of  nman-tree 
berries;  where  the  pantiles  are  made  of  pore 
gold,  and  die  pavmg-stooes  of  nrpn  tSrer/* 
The  good  and  bad  pasnoiu  of  men  were  alike 
stimulated.  There  were  savages  to  be  dvil- 
ized  and  heathen  to  be  converted;  there  were 
worlds  to  be  conquered  and  laureb  to  be  woo ; 
avarice  was  allured  by  dreams  of  untold  wealth, 
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flf  Smci  s  anifil  Id  Eoghnd 

Zhsiv  «K  Boc  spr  KiK'Ti^  cnloo  T  am  the  ooih 

ams-K   of  3(^nz:  AiKm:    bat  the   pMic  at* 

itaiiiac  iau:  keen  sracrlT  awifcened  to  the  sub- 

jr::  br  inp  ammmed  iifuumtbos  of  Captain 

BKr^noibamr  GosK^d,  irho,  m  1602,  bad  in^de 

a  iwi53ieraa5  vo^mgt  so  tbe  coast  of  Nevr  Eog- 

iand,   and   kad,  cai  bis  retum,  spokeo    in    tbe 

vaiJMja  aenes  oT  its  ferdlitf  and  the  salubritj 

<3i  ks  djmate,  and  stnonglj  uiged  upon  bis  coun- 


*  Tlie  reader  wiD  find  a  minote  aod  accurate  account 
of  their  fortunes  in  Sthfa's  Htstory  of  Virginia^  and  a 
flnocioct  and  weD-written  one  in  Grahame's  SRstory  of 
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tiyiuen  the  importance  of  coloniBing  it.  He  and 
Captain  Smith  seem  to  have  been  drawn  to* 
wards  each  other  by  that  kind  of  instinct,  which 
brings  together  kindred  spirits,  and  Smith  entered 
into  his  plans  with  characteristic  ardor.  It  was 
indeed  precisely  the  enterprise  to  be  embraced  by 
a  man  like  Smith,  who  panted  for  action,  who 
dreaded  nothing  so  much  as  repose,  who  sighed 
for  perils,  adventures,  ^^hair-breadth  'scapes/' 
and  ^^  moving  accidents  by  flood  and  field." 

The  statements  of  Gosnold  having  been  amply 
confirmed  by  subsequent  voyagers,  and  King. 
James,  who  was  well-inclined  to  any  plan,  which 
would  give  employment  to  his  fiivolous  and  rest- 
less mind,  and  increase  his_  power  and  conse- 
quence, encouraging  the  plan  of  establishing  a 
colony,  an  association  was  formed  for  that  pur- 
pose. Letters  patent,  bearing  date  April  10th, 
1606,  were  issued  to  Sir  Thomas  Gates,  Sir 
George  Somers,  Richard  Hakluyt,  and  their 
associates,  granting  to  them  the  territories  in 
America,  lying  on  the  seacoast .  between  the 
thirty-fourth  and  forty-fifth  degrees  of  north  lati- 
tude, together  with  all  islands  situated  within  a 
hundred  miles  of  their  shores.  The  associates 
were  divided  into  two  companies,  one  consisting 
of  London  adventurers,  to  whom  the  northern 
part  was  assigned,  and  under  whose  auspices  New 
England  was  afterwards  settled.    It  was  provided, 
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fexlm  owfaBdred 

Tbe  tains  of 
( of  tbe  King's 
of  dm  jeikins  r^ud  far 
,  wf.irhj  in  after  tnnes,  pn>ved  so 
TWt  most  importnnt  pn>v6ioa 
jieuie  goTCfnineot  was  vested 
ia  a  cocacC  resBient  ia  Engbod,  to  be  Domi- 
KSed  hj  xbe  crovn,  and  the  local  janscfidion  was 
ccGdiai  to  a  cojocai  oooncfl,  appoioCed  and  le- 
9c;nb^  at  the  pSeasore  of  tbe  crown,  who 
were  to  be  goveraed  bj  rojal  instniclions  and 
cvcxsances  nooi  time  to  dme  promalgated. 

Tbe    rojal    frixir  was  jeC  more    abondantlj 
ViMLhsafcd  to  them.     Hie  King  busied  himself 
m  the  emploTment,  highlj  agreeaUe  to  his  med- 
£2n^  and  insatiable  vanity,  of  drawing  up  a  code 
of  hws  fix-  the  colonies  that  were  about  to   be 
{Wanted  ;    which,  among  other  things,   provided, 
that  the  legislative  and  executive  powers  should 
be  vested  in  the    cdonial  cpuncil,   with    these 
important  qualifications,  however,  that  their  laws 
were  not  to  touch  life  or  limb,  that  they  should 
conlbnn   to  the  laws  of   England,   and    should 
continue  in  fixce  only  till  modified  or  repealed 
by  the  King  or  the   supreme  council  in   Eng- 
land. 

It  was  not  until  the   19th  day  of -the  follow- 
ing December,  that  an  expedition  set  sail  from 
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England.     This  dehy  arose  fraa  a 

causes,  and  eqiecialiy  a  want  of  i 

day  a  tiondred  and  five 

London  in  a  sqnadron  of 

largest  of  which  did  not  exceed  m  hwiiiinl  aoni 

in  burden.    Among  the  leadng  mIiiImiii  wot 

Captains  Gosncrid  and  Smitk,  George  Pcrt,  hmk- 

er  of  the  Eari  of  NorthomlKriand,  Edrad  IL 

Wingfield,  a  London  merchant,  mi  Mr.  Bohoa 

Hunt,  a  cleigyman.    The  liiMpaUtian  of  ike 

cdony    was    inlnisted   to  CafMaia  fCbnmifma 

Newport,  who  was  wHBemed  a  manner  of  dd^  and 

abiUty  on  the  American  ooasL    Otieatm  \ 

ment  were  given  to  them,  sealed 

was  not  to  be  opened  tiD  ifaeir  aniial  ia  Vii; 

They  went  by  the  old  and 
the  Canary  Islands  and  the  West 
ing  detained  by  contrary  winds  tar 
on  the  coast  of  England,  ttonbles  and 
sprang  up  among  them,  as  ofien 
expeditions*,  in  which  niaiMiHily  a 
feeling  are  of  the. most  vital 
was  with  difficulty  lestoied  by  the 
dicious  counsels  of  Mr.  Hmrt,  adbo,  tboi^  af' 
flicted  with  a.  severe  iDneas  and  the  ohyai  of 
special  dislike  t6  some  of  the  leading  men,  (wfio, 
as  we  are  told,  were  '<  little  better  dm  Atbn* 
ists/')  devoted  himself  with  nnAaten  fitrnmas 
to  hk  duty,  and  preferred  the  service  of  God 
VOL.  11.  14  T  2 
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and  his  countiy  in  a  perilous  and  iiksome  en- 
terprise, to  the  comfixts  and  security  of  his  own 
home,  which  was  but  twenty  miles  distant  from 
the  spot  where  the  wmd4xMind  fleet  was  ly- 
ing. 

On  their  arrival  at  the  Canaries  the  flames  of 
discord'  broke  out  with  renewed  fiiry,  and  Cap- 
tain Smith  became  the  victim  of  unjust  suspi- 
cions and  groundless  enmity.  His  high  reputa- 
tion and  frank,  manly  bearing  had  made  him 
popular  with  the  majority  of  the  colonists,  and 
bis  influence  over  them  had  excited  the  envy 
and  dislike  of  some  of  the  leaders;  while  his 
pride  of  character  and  conscious  innocence  pre- 
vented him  probably  from  making  any  exertions 
to  conciliate  them,  tie  was  accused  by  Wing- 
field  and  others  of  entering  into  a  conspiracy  to 
murder  the  council,  usurp  the  government,  and 
make  himself  king  of  Virginia.  Upon  these  ri- 
diculous charges  he  was  kept  a  prisoner  during 
the  remainder  of  the  voyage. 

From  the  Canaries  they  steered  to  the  West 
Indies,  where  they  traded  with  the  natives,  and 
spent  thr6e  weeks  m  recruiting.  They  then  set 
sail  fbr  the  Island  of  Roanoke,  their  original  desti- 
nation, but  a  violent  storm  providentially  overtook 
them  on  the  coast  and  carried  them  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Chesapeake  Bay.  They  discovered  land 
on   the  526th  of  April,  1607,  which  they  named 
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Cape  Henry,  in  honor  of  the  Pnnce  of  Wales. 
They  sailed  into  Uw  James  River,  and  explored 
it  for  the  space  of  ibrty  nules  fiom  its  month. 
The  appearance  of  the  country  on  each  ade  fiifed 
them  with  delight.  It  was  fertile  and  wdl  water- 
ed, the  latidscape  picturesqaely  vaiied  with  hills, 
valleys,  and  plains,  and  newly  decked  with  the 
green  mande  of  spring.  To  the  sea-worn  voy- 
agers, the  scene  was  like  enchantment,  and  tins 
spot  seemed  to  he  pointed  out  by  the  finger  of 
Heaven,  as  their  resting-place  and  home. 

They  were  employed  seventeen  days  in  piicb- 
ing  upon  a  convenient  spot  for  their  setlkmeBt. 
Upon  the  very  6rst  day  of  their  arrival  they 
on   shore,  and  were  attacked  by  some 
who  came  ^^  creeping  upon  all  fours,  fiom  the 
hills,  like  hears,"  and  who  wounded  some  of  the 
party  with  their  arrows,  hot  were  foiced  to  re- 
tire by  a  discharge  of  muskets.     They  found,  in 
one  of  the  shallow  rivers,  abundance  of  oysteis, 
'^  which  lay  on  the  ground  as  thick  as  stones," 
and  in  many  of  them  there  were  peails.    Goings 
on  shore,  says  the  writer,*    ^^we  past  through 
excellent  ground,  full  of  flowers  of  divers  lands 
and  colors,  and  as  goodly  trees  as  I  have  seen,  as 
cedar,  cypress,  and  other  kinds;  gomg  a  fitde 
further  we  came  to  a  litde  plat  of  ground,  foil  of 

*  See  note  on  page  314. 
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fine  and  beautiful  strawberries,  four  times  bigger 
and  better  than  oars  in  England."  The  north- 
ern point  at  the  entrance  of  Chesapeake  Bay  they 
named  Point  Comfort,  because  they  found  there 
deep  water  for  anchorage,  ^^  which  put  them  in 
good  comfiNTt/'  Landing  on  this  point  on  the 
fourth  day  afier  their  arrival,  they  saw  five  Indians, 
who  were  at  first  alarmed  at  the  sight  of  the  Eng- 
lish, ^<  until  they  saw  the  captain  lay  his  hand 
upon  his  heart,"  upon  which  they  came  boldly  up 
and  invited  them  to  Kecoughtan,  their  town. 
This  invitation  they  apcepted ;  and  on  arrivbg  at 
the  village  they  were  kbdly  entertained  by  the 
Inctians,  who  gave  them  corn-bread,  tobacco,  and 
pipes,  and  expressed  their  wefeome  by  a  dance. 
Four  days  afterwards,  they  were  kindly  entertained 
by  the  chief  of  the  Pashipbay  tribe,  and  received 
an  invitation  from  the  chief  of  the  Rappahannas 
to  come  and  visit  him.  He  sent  them  a  messen- 
ger to  guide  them  to  his  habitation,  and  stood  on 
the  banks  of  the  river  to  meet  them  as  they  land- 
ed, "  with  all  his  train,"  (says  the  writer,)  "  as 
goodly  men  as  any  I  have  seen  of  savages  or  Chris- 
tians, the  Werowance  *  cc»nmg  before  them,  play- 
ing on  a  flute  made  of  a  reed,  ,vritb  a  crown  of 
deer's  hair,  colored  red,  in  fashion  of  a  rose,  fasten- 

*  A  name  by  which  the  chiefs  of  tribes  in  Virginia 
and  its  neighborhood  were  designated. 
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ed  about  his  knot  of  hair,  and  a  great  plate  of  cop  • 
per  on  the  other  side  of  his  head,  with  two  long 
feathers  in  fashion  of  a  pair  of  horns  placed  in  the 
midst  of  his  crown.  His  body  was  painted  all 
with  crimson,  with  a  chain  of  beads  about  his 
neck  'y  his  face  punted  blue,  besprinkled  with  sil- 
ver ore,  as  we  thought ;  his  ears  all  behung  with 
bracelets  of  pearl,  and  in  either  ear  a  Urd's  claw 
through  it,  beset  with  fine  copper  or  gold.  He 
entertained  us  in  so  modest  a  proud  fashi<Hi,  as 
though  he  had  been  a  prince  of  civil  goTemment, 
holding  his  countenance  without  laughter  or  any 
such  ill  behavior.  He  caused  his  mat  to  be 
spread  on  the  ground,  where  he  sat  down  with 
a  great  majesty,  taking  a  pipe  of  tobacco,  the  rest 
of  his  company  standing  about  him.  After  he 
had  rested  a  while,  he  rose  and  made  signs  to  us 
to  come  to  hid  town.  He  went  foremost,  and  all 
the  rest  of  his  people  and  ourselves  ibllowed  him 
up  a  steep  hill,  where  his  palace  was  settled. 
We  passed  through  the  woods  in  fine  paths,  hav- 
ing most  pleasant  springs  which  issued  fiom  the 
mountains.  We  also  went  through  the  goodliest 
corn-fields  that  ever  were  seen  in  any  country. 
When  we  came  to  Rappahanna  town,  he  enter- 
tained us  in  good  humanity." 

On  the  8th  day  of  May  they  went  farther  up 
the  river.  They  went  on  shore  in  the  country 
belonging  to  the  tribe  of  Apamatica,  where  they 
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were  met  by  a  large  body  of  Indians  armed  "  with 
bows  and  arrows  in  a  most  warlike  manner,  with 
the  swords  at. their  backs  beset  with  sharp  stones 
and  pieces  of  iron,  able  to  cleave  a  man  in  sun- 
der." Bat,  on  making  signs  of  peace,  they  were 
suflbred  to  land  without  molestation.  On  the 
I3th  day  of  May,  they  pitched  upon  the  place 
of  their  settlement,  which  was  a  peninsula  on  the 
north  side  of  James  IKver,  about  forty  miles  fiom 
the  mouth,  to  which  they  gave  the  name  of 
Jamestown.  The  shore  was  so  bold,  that  their 
ship  could  be  in  six  fathoms  of  water,  and  be 
moored  to  the  trees  on  the  land.* 

From  this  date  the  h'istory  of  the  United  States 
of  America  begins,  after  a  lapse  of  one  hundred 
and  ten  years  from  the  discovery  of  the  continent 
by  Sebastian  Cabot,  and  twenty-two  years  after 
the  first  attempt  to  colonize  it  by  Sir  Walter 
Raleigh.  Who  can  look  back  and  compare  the 
past  with  the  present  without  reflections  of  the 
most  serious  and  interesting  cast  ?  '  In  this  little 


•  This  sligrht  sketch  of  their  proceediDgs,  after  their 
arrival  in  James  River,  and  before  they  settled  in  James- 
town, is  taken  from  a  Narrative  in  Purchas  (Vol.  IV. 
p.  1685),  written  by  George  Percy,  the  brother  of  the 
Earl  of  Northumberland,  one  of  the  early  settlers,  and  as 
distinguished  for  high  character  as  for  high  birth.  He 
succeeded  Captaih  Smith  as  governor.  His  Narrative 
is  comprised  in  six  folio  pages,  and  is  very  interesting. 
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handful  of  meo,  occupying  a  strip  of  land  in  the 
southeastern  corner  of  Virginia,  surrounded  by 
pathless  woods  and  savage  men,  we  behold  the 
'^  seminal  principle  "  of  a  mighty  people,  destined 
to  subdue  the  vast  continent  to  the  mild  sway  of 
civilization,  letters,  and  Christianity,  and  to  con- 
nect two  oceans  by  a  living  and  unbroken  chain. 
Owing  their  political  existence  to  the  charter  of 
a  tyrant,  which  deprived  them  of  some  of  the 
most  valuable  privileges  of  Englishmen,  the  colo- 
nists laid  tlie  foundations  of  a  state,  in  which  the 
sternest  and  fiercest  spirit  of  liberty  was  to  be 
developed,  and  which  was  destmed  to  break  out, 
in  little  more  than^a  century  and  a  half,  in  deadly 
opposition  to  that  mother-country,  to  whose  am- 
ple robe  they  had  so  long  clung  for  support ;  not 
so  much  to  obtain  redress  for  actual  oppressions, 
as  in  denial  of  the  right  to  oppress,  and  in  defence 
of  those  principles  of  truth,  freedom,  political 
equality,  and  natural  justice,  which  descended  to 
them  with  tbfeir  Saxon  blood  and  Saxon  speech. 
The  tree  of  Uberty  was  first  planted  in  the  soil  of 
America  by  despotic  hands.  The  results  which 
followed  the  settlement  of  this  country  were  such, 
as.  the  most  sagacious  wisdom  could  not  have 
foreseen,  nor  the  most  visionary  enthusiasm  have 
hoped. .  History,  no  less  than  revelation,  teaehes 
us  our  dependence  upon  a'  higher  Power,  whose 
wise  and  good  plans  we  can  as  l»ttle  comprehend 
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as  Oppose,  who  is  ever  briDging  real  good  out  of 
seemiDg  evil,  and  who,  in  the  disdpline  .with 
which  he  tries  both  men  and  nations,  is  ever 
making  misibrtQne,  discouragement,  and  struggle, 
the  elements  of  unbounded  growth,  progress,  and 
prosperity* 


CHAPTER  IV. 


Earlg  Strugglei  of  the  Colony.  —  Actioe  Ever-' 
iion$  of  Captain  Snith  in  Providing  Food 
and  Sufprusing  iuubordinaiion. 

Before  going  any  further  it  will  be  proper  to 
give  the  readeir  a  short  account  of  the  ori^nal 
inhabitants  of  the  ^1,  as  their  history  becomes 
almost  immediately  blended  with  that  of  the  col- 
ony. At  the  time  of  the  first  settlement  by  the 
Europeans,  it  has  been  estimated  that  there  were 
not  more  than  twenty  thousand  Indians  within  the 
limits  of  the  State  of  Virginia.  Within  a  circuit 
of  sixty  miles  from  Jamestown,  Captain  Smith 
says,  there  were  about  five  thousand  souls,  and  of 
these  scarce  fifteen  hundred  were  warriors.  The 
whole  territory  between  the  mountains  and  the 
sea  was  occupied  by  more  than  forty  tribes,  thirty 
of  whom  were   united  in  a  confederacy  under 
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Powhatan,  whose  dominions,  hereditary  and  ac- 
quired by  conquest,  comprised  the  whole  coun- 
try between  the  rivers  James  and  Potomac,  and 
extended  into  the  interior  as  &r  as  the  falls  of 
the  principal  rivers. 

Campbell,  in  his  "  History  of  Virgitiia,"  states 
the  number  of  Powhatan's  subjects  to  have  been 
eight  thousand.  Powhatan  was  a  remarkable 
man ;  a  sort  of  savage  Napoleon,  who,  by  the 
force  of  his  character  and  the  superiority  of  his 
talents,  had  raised  himself  from  the  r^k  of  a 
petty  chieftain  to  something  of  imperial  dignity 
and  power.  He  had  two  places  of  abode,  one 
called  Powhatan,  where  Richmond  now  stands, 
and  the  other  at  Werowocdmoco,  on  the  north 
side  of  York  River,  within  the' present  county  of 
Gloucester.  He  lived  in  something  of .  barbaric 
state  and  splendor.  He  had  a  guard  of  forty 
warriors  in  constant  attendance,,  and  four  sentinels 
kept  watch  during  the  night  around  his  dwelling. 
His  power  was  absolute  over  his  people,  by  whom 
he  was  looked  up  to  with  something  of  religious 
veneration.  His  feelings  towards  the  whites  were 
those  of  implacable  ^mity,  and  his  energy  and 
abilities  made  him  a  formidable  foe  to  the  infant 
colony. 

Besides  the  large  confederacy  of  which  Pow- 
hatan was  the  chief,  there  were  two  others,  with 
which  that  was  often   at   war.     One  of  these, 
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called  the  Mannahoacs,  consisted  of  eight  tribes, 
and  occupied  the  country  hetween  the  Rappa- 
hannoc  and  York  rivers ;  the  other,  consisting  of 
five  tribes,  was  called  the  Monacans,  and  was 
settled  between  York  and  James  rivers,  above 
the  FaUs.  There  were  also,  in  addition  to  these, 
many  scattering  and  independent  tribes. 

Captain  Smith  describes  at  considerable  length 
their  manners  and  customs,  xhress,  appearance, 
government,  and  religion.  The;  did  not  differ 
materially,  in  any  of  these  respects,  from  the 
northern  tribes.  They  had  the  straight  black 
hair,  the  tall,  erect,  and  graceful  forms,  and  the 
copper  complexion;  Their  characters  displayed 
the  same  virtues  and  vices,  which  those,  who  are 
in  any  degree  familiar  with  the  early  history  of 
our  country,  recognise  as  peculiar  to  the  Indian 
race.  They  were  equally  removed  from  the  ro- 
mantic beaw-ideal,  which  modem  writers  of  fic- 
tion have  painted,  and  the  monstrous  caricature, 
drawn  by  those,  who,  from  interested  motives, 
have  represented  them,  as  ''all  compact"  of 
cruelty,  treachery,  indolence,  and  cowardice.    - 

As  soon  as  the  colony  had  landed,  the  box 
containing  their  orders  was  opened;  and  it  was 
found  that  Edward  M.  Wingfield,  Bartholomew 
Gosnold,  John  Smith,  Christopher  Newport,  John 
Ratclifie,  John  Martin,  and  George  Kendall  were 
appointed  a  council.     They  were   to  choose   a 
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rived  at  the  Falls,  and  erectbg  a  cross,  took  pos- 
session of  tlie  country  in  the  name  of-  Kii^ 
James.  Here  they  visited  Powhatan,  whose 
town  consisted  of  but  twelve  houses,  pleasandy 
ntuated  on  a  hill.  He  received  them  with  seem- 
ing kindness,  and  gratefully  accepted  a  hatchet 
which  Captain  Newport  presented  to  him.  Their 
fiirth'er  progress  up  the  river  was  ohstructed  by 
the  Rapids  or  Falls.  They  were  kindly  and  hos- 
pitably treated  by  the  natives,  whom  they  en- 
countered in  their  excursion. 

On  their  return  they  found,  that  the  colony 
had  in  their  absence  suffitred  from  the  careless- 
ness of  the  President  in  leaving  them  without 
military  defences;  for  the  Indians  had  attacked 
them,  wounded  seventeen  men,  and  killed  one 
boy.  The  writer  of  the  narrative  contsuned  in 
Smith's  Hbtory  says,  that  had  not  a  cross-bar 
shot  from  the  ship,  struck  off  a  bough  from  a  tree 
in  the  midst  of  the  Indians  and  caused  them  to 
retire  in  affi*ight,  the  colonists  would  have  been 
entirely  cut  off,  they  being  securely  at  work  and 
unarmed.  The  President,  made  wiser  by  expe- 
rience, ordered  the  fort  to  be  palisadoed,  the 
ordnance  to  be  mounted,  and  the  men  to  be 
armed  and  exercised.  They'  were  frequently 
attacked  by  the  savages,  whose  numbers  and  ac- 
tivity generally  gave  them  the  advantage,  notwith- 
standing the  superiority  of  the  whites  in  arms. 
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At  the  end  of  six  weeks^  Captain  NewpcMt, 
who  bad  been  engaged  merely  to  transport  the 
colony,  made  preparations  for  returning  to  Eng- 
land. The  enemies  of  Captain  Smith  pretended, 
out  of  compassion  to  bjm,  a  desire  to  refer  him 
to  the  council  in^  England  to  be  reprimanded 
by  them,  rather  than  expose  him  to  the  pub- 
licity of  a  legal  trial,  which  might  injure  his 
reputation  and  ^danger  his  life.  But  he  was 
not  a  man  to  be  bullied  or  cajoled.  He  was 
strong,  not  only  in  the  consciousness  of  innocence, 
but  in  the  affections  and  respect  of  a  large  ma^ 
jority  of  the  colonists.  He  loudly  demanded  a 
trial,  the  result  of  which  was  highly  honorable 
to  him.  The  arts  of  his  enemies  were  revealed, 
and  those  who  had  been  suborned  to.  accuse 
him  betrayed  their,  employers.  He  was  acquit- 
ted by  acclamation,  and  the  President  condemn- 
ed to  pay  a  fine  of  two  hundred  pounds,  which 
Smith  generously  added  to  the  public  property 
of  the  colony.  Many  other  difficulties  had 
arisen,  which  were  amicably  adjusted,  by  the 
'^  good  doctrine  and  exhortation  -'  of  Mr.  Hunt, 
who  seems  to  have  richly  deserved  the  blessing 
promised  -to  the  peace-makers,  and,  by  his  in- 
fluence. Captain  Smith  was  admitted  a  member 
of  council.  On  the  next  Sunday,  they  all  par- 
took of  the  communion,  as  a  bond  of  Christian 
harmony,  and  a  pledge  that  their  recent  recon- 

U2 
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cOktJOo  was  nocere.  On  the  foHowing  day,  the 
Indians  in  the  nrighborhood  vduntaiily  saed  fcr 
peace.  Captain  Newpcnt  sailed  for  EogiaBd, 
on  the  15th  of  June,  leainng  one  hondied  and 
four  persons  behind,  and  promiang  to  letnm 
again  in  twenty  weeks  with  fresh  supplies. 

The  colony,  owing  to  gross  ousmaoagemeDt 
and  improvidence  m  the  council  in  England, 
were  yery  badequately  furnished  with  provisions. 
While  the  ships  remuned,  they  did  not  suflfer  from 
want,  as  they  could  dways,  either  for  'Move 
or  money,"  obtun  a  portion  of  the  sailors'  stores^ 
of  which  they  had  great  abundance;  But  this 
resource  was  cut  off  by  the  departure  of  the 
squadron,  and  they  were  reduced  to  a  daily  al- 
lowance of  a  half-piiit  of  barley  and  the  same 
quantity  of  wheat,  both  of  the  worst  quality,  and, 
from  their  long  remaining  in  the  ship's  hold, 
alive  with  msects.  Their  historian  says,  with 
melancholy  mirth,  that  **  had  they  been  as  free 
from  all  sins  as  gluttony  and  drunkenness,  they 
might  have  been  canonized  for  saints;"  for  this 
wretched  fare,  with  some  sturgeon  and  shell-fish 
from  the  river,  was  all  they  had  to  subsist  up- 
on till  the  month  of  September.  Disease  and 
death  made  frightful  havbc  among  them ;  for, 
besides  their  scanty  and  unhealthy  food,  their 
constitutions  were  weakened  by  extreme  toil  in 
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tbe  heat  of  the  summer,  by  imperfect  shelt^, 
and  by  Ifae  sudden  change  from  the  habits  and 
c6mforts  of  civilized  life  to  constant  labor  and 
exposure.  Before  September,  fifty  of  their  num- 
ber had  died,  including  Captain  Gosnold,  the 
first  projector  of  the  expedition. 

The  President,  Wingfield,  by  embezzling  the 
public  stores  and  converting  them  to  his  own  use, 
had  escaped  the  general  famine  and  sickness,* 
but  had  thereby  much  increased  the  dislike, 
which  had  always  been  felt  towards  him.  In 
the  beginning  of  the  autumn  he  laid  a  plan  to 
escape  to  England  in  the  colony's  bark,  which 
treacherous  conduct  (to  borrow  the  language 
of  the  historian)  ''so  moved  our  dead  spirits, 
that  we  deposed  him."  Captain  John  Rat- 
cliffe  was  elected  in  his  place.  Kendall,  who 
was  concerned  with  him  in  the  plot,  was  ex- 
pelled from  the  council,  so  that  it  was  now  re- 
duced to  three  members,  the  President,  Martin, 
and  Smith.  After  the  discovery  of  this  conspir- 
acy, the  sufferings  of  the  colonists  reached 
their  utmost  extent.  Their  provisions  were  con- 
sumedy  no  prospect  of  relief  appeared,  and  they 
were  in  hourly   expectation   of  an  attack   from 

•  This  charge  seems  hardly  credible ;  but  it  is  pow,- 
tively  asserted  by  Smith,  whose  honesty  and  integrity 
are  beyond  suspicion,  and  not  contradicted  by  any  wri- 
ter, to  my  knowledge. 
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tbe  Indkiis^  to  wbom  they  could  have  offered 
ao  effectual  resistaDoe,  in  their  present  enfee- 
bfed  coiiditioB.  But  thej,  so  fiur  from  domg^ 
them  any  ibhaccj  supplied  them  liberally  wilh 
piDfisioas ;  a  traatmrnt  so  welcome  and  un- 
expected, thai  tbe  giatefiil  piety  of  Smith  as- 
cribes it  to  a  special  JDteqpositiaD  of  divine  Prov- 
idence** 

Smithes  eminet  ahihties  and  high  character, 
ii  was  evident  from  the  beginning,  would  sooner 
or  later  give  him  the  firsl  place  in  the  colony, 
whatever  might  he  his  nominal  rank.  In  times 
of  peril  and  advenity,  men,  by  a  kind  of  unerring 
kisliBCt,  dnoover  vrho  is  tbe  ruling  spirit,  and 
put  tbe  hdaa  into  his  hands  as  the  only  pilot 
that  can  weather  the  stonn.      Such  times  had 


*  Thm  wv/lm  m  Snulb's  Ifistoiy  aoqiiitB  Ae  cooDcil 
ia  fiBgUad  of  ail  Uum  in  leopect  to  their  stanty  pro- 
visioBa^  aad  soias  ap  the  caaaes,  which  led  to  their 
difficulties,  ia  the  following  tenns. 

<*Aih1  now  where  some  afinned  it  was  ill  done  of 
the  coancB  to  send  Ibith  men  so  badly  provided,  this 
ineonHadictahle  reaaoc  wS  ahow  them  plainly  they 
are  too  iU  adviMd  to  Mariah  each  SI  conceits ;  first, 
the  fhalt  of  oar  going  was  oar  own;  what  could  be 
thought  fitting  or  neceesaxy  we  had,  but  what  we  should 
find  or  want,  or  where  we  ahould  be,  we  were  all  ignor- 
ant; and,  supposing  to  make  oar  passage  in  two  months 
with  victual  to  live  and  the  advanta^  of  the  spring  to 
worh,  we  were  at  sea  five    months,  which  we   both 
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now  come  upon  the  in&nt  setdement,  and  they 
turned  their  eyes  upon  Smith,  as  the  only  man 
who  could  rescue  them  from  the  difficulties  ill 
which  they  were  involved.  The  new  President 
and  Martin  were  neither -able  nor  popular^  and 
the  official  rank  of  the  former  was  but  dust  in 
the  balance,  when  weighed  against  Smith's  native 
superiority.  From  this  time  the  chief  manage- 
ment of  afikirs  devolved  upon  him. 

He  entered  upon  his  duties,  with  characteristic 
ardor  and  energy.  He  set  about  the  building  of 
Jamestown,  and  by  kind  words  and  encouraging 
promises,  and,  more  than  all,  by  his  own  example, 
taking  upon  himself  the  most  laborious  and  fa- 
tiguing duties,  he.  pushed   on  the  work  with  so 

spent  our  victual  in  passing  and  lost  the  opportunity  of 
the  time  and  season  to  plant,  hf  the  unskilful  presump- 
tion of  our  ignorant  transporters,  that  understood  not  at 
all  what  they  undertook.  Such  actions  hav'i  ever  since 
the  world's  beginning  been  subject  to  such  accidents, 
and  every  thing  of  worth  is  found  full  of  difficulties, 
but  nothing  so  difficult  as  to  establish  a  commonwealth 
so  far  remote  from  men  and  means,  and  where  men's 
minds  are  so  untoward  as  neither  to  do  well  themselves 
nor  suffer  others.*^  Stith,  on  the  other  hand,  an  accu- 
rate and  painstaking  writer,  accuses  the  council  and 
especially  Sir  Thomas  Smith,  their  treasurer,  of  want 
of  care  and  thoughtfulness,  and  says  that  the  a&me 
mismanagement  and  carelessness  marked  the  wholo 
of  that  gentleman's  administratbn  of  the  affairs  of 
the  colony. 
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much  diligence,  that  be  had  in  a  short  tiine  pro- 
vided most  of  them  with  lodgings,  neglectmg  anr 
lor  himself.  Their  stock  of  provisions  being  well 
nigh  exhausted,  he  resolved  to  make  search  for  a 
fresh  supply.  His  ignorance  of  the  language  of 
the  natives,  and  bis  want  of  men  and  equipments, 
were  great  impediments  to  the  expedition,  but  bo 
discouragement  to  his  adventurous  spirit.  Attend- 
ed by  only  five  or  six  men,  he  went  down*  the 
river  in  a  boat,  to  Kecoughtan,  where  Hampton 
now  stands.  The  natives,  who  were  aware  of 
their  condition,  treated  them  with  contempt  as 
poor,  starved  creatures,  and,  when  invited  to  traffic, 
would  scoffingly  give  them  a  handful  of  com  or 
a  piece  ,of  bread  in  exchange  for  their  swords, 
muskets,  and  clothing. 

Finding  that .  kind  look$  and  courteous  treats 
ment  produced  only  insult  and  contumely.  Smith 
felt  himself  constrained  by  necessity  to  adopt  a  dif- 
ferent course,  though  he  frankly  acknowledges  that 
he  thereby  exceeded  the  terms  of  his  commission. 
He  discharged  his  muskets  among  them  and  ran 
his  boat  ashore,  the  afirighted  Indians  betaking 
themselves  to  the  shelter  of  the  woods.  March- 
ing to  their  houses  he  found  theih  abounding  with 
com ;  but  he  would  not  permit  his  men  to  touch  it, 
expecting  that  the  Indians  would  return  in~  large 
numbers  to  attack  him,  in  which  expectation  be 
was  not  disappointed.     Sixty  or  seventy  of  them 
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soon  appeared,  some  painted  black,  some  red, 
some  white,  and  some  party-colored,  in  a  square 
column,  singing  and  dancing,  with  theirOfcee  borne 
before  thend.  This  was  an  idol  made  of  skins, 
stuffed  with  moss,  painted,  and  ornamented  with 
copper  chains.  They  were  armed  Jwith  clubs, 
shields,  ^bo^s,  and  arrows,  and  boldly  advanced 
upon  the  English,  who  received  them  with  a 
volley  of  musketry,  which'  brought  many  of  them 
to.  the  ground,  and  with  them  their  idoL  The 
rest  fled  in  dismay  to  the  woods*  They  sent 
a  priest  with  a  proposition  to  make  peace  and  re- 
store their  idol.  Smith  told  them,  that,  if  six  of 
them  would  come  unarmed  and  load  his  boat  with 
com,  he  would  not  only  return  them  their  idol, 
but  give  them  beads,  copper^  and  hatchets  be- 
sides, and  be  their  friend.  These  terms  were 
accepted  and  the'  stipulations  performed.  They 
brought  ample  supplies,  not  only  of  com,  but  of 
turkeys,  venison,  and  wild  fowl,  ftnd  continued, 
until  the  English  departed,  singing  and  dancing  in 
token  of  friendship. 

The  success  of  this  expedition  induced  Captain 
Smith  to  repeat  his  excursions,  both  by  land  and 
water,  in  the  course  of  one  of  which  he  discovered 
the  people  of  Chickahominy,  who  lived  upon  the 
banks  of  the  river  of  that  name.  The  provisions, 
however,  which  he  so  carefully  and  toilsomely  pro- 
nded,  the  colonists  improvidently  wasted-    When- 
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eter  Smith  was  out  of  sight,  owmg  to  the  Pres- 
ident's imbecility  and  Martin's  ill  health,  eveiy 
thing  was  in  tnmultnoos  coofosion,  like  a  school 
in  the  ahsence  of  its  teach^.  Wbgfield  and 
KendaUy  who  were  smarting  under  their  recent 
disgrace,  took  advantage  of  one  of  these  sea; 
sons  of  insobmdination  to  conspire  with  some 
disorderly  maleoontents,  to  escape  to  England  in 
the  bark,  which  by  Smith's  direction  had  been 
fitted  up  for  a  trading  voyage  to  be^  undertaken 
the  next  year.  Smith's  unexpected  return  nip 
ped  their  project  in  the  bud,  which  was  not  done, 
however,  without  recourse  to  arms,  and  in  the 
action  Capuin  Kendall  was  slain.  Soon  afterwards 
the  President  and  Captain  Archer  intended  to 
abandon  the  country,  which  purpose  was  also  frus- 
trated by  Sniiith,  a  circumstance  which-  puts  in  the 
strongest  light  his  power  and  influence.  Wje  are 
told,  "  that  the  Spaniard  never  more  greedily  de- 
sired gold  than  be  victual,  nor  his  soldiers  more 
to  abandon  the  country  than  he  to  keep  i* " 
Having  found  plenty  of  com  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Chickabominy  River,  he  made  an  excursion 
there,  where  he  found  hundreds  of  Indians  await- 
ing his  approach  with  loaded  baskets  in  their 
hands.  At  the  approach  of  winter  too,  the  riv- 
ers were  covered  with  swans,  geese,  and  ducks, 
which,  with  corn,  beans,  and  pumpkins,  supplied 
by  the  Inditos,  furnished  their  tables  amply  and 
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luxuriously.  .This  abundance  of  good  cheer  had 
its  natural  effect  in  producing  good-humor  and 
curing  home-sickness,  "  none  oT  our  Tufiaffety 
humorists  "  (to  borrow  a  curious  expression  of  the 
historian)  desiring  to^retum  to  Englabd.  A  crav- 
ing stomach  has  in  all  ages  been  the  fruitfid 
source  of  discontent  and  •  mutiny ;  and  Captain 
Smith  showed  iib  knowledge  of  human  nature,  in 
taking  so  much  pains  to  address  it  with  the  only 
arguments  whose  force  it  is  capable  of  ackaoiwl* 
edging. 


CHAPTER  V. 


Captain  Smith^^  Captivity  among  the  hidiaiu*  — - 
His  Life  is  saved  by  Pocahontas.  •— >  His  JRe- 
tum  to  Jamestown. 

Captain  Smis^h's  gleams  of  prosperity  and  re* 
pose  were,  like  the  "  uDcertaiu  glories  of  an  April 
day/'  broken  by  constant  interruptions  of  clouds 
and  misfortune.  He  was  murmured  against  by 
some  cross-grained  spirits,  and  even  rebuked  by 
the  council,  for  his  dilatoriness  in  not  penetrating 
to  the  source  of  Chickahominy  River,  a  charge, 
one  would  think,  the  most  unreasonable  that  could 
be  brought  against  such  a  man.     Stung  by  these 
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eomplaiais,  he  ■nmeAatelj  set  <mt 
Ml  a  oew  expeditkM.  He  proceeded  as  &r  as 
barze  conki  lloat,  reachkig  that  pewit  with 
laibar,  and  having  been  obliged  to  cut  a 
war  throuzb  die  erecs  wbidi  bad  frUen  into  the 
nver.  Haring  left  the  baige  secmely  moored, 
vich  strict  cideis  u>  has  neo  noi  to  leave  it  tiJl 
bis  lecun,  and  taking  wkh  him  two  Englisbineo 
wmd  two  IminiT  as  guides,  be  went  faigber  up  id  a 
canoe.  This  he  left  ia  charge  of  die  Engfisbmen 
and  weitt  op  twenty  miles  farther  to  the  meadows 
ai  the  head  of  the  rircr,  where  be  occupied  him- 
self ia  shooting  game.  Hie  disorderlj  and  ill- 
<fisdp2iDed  crew,  whom  he  bad  left  in  charge  of 
the  barge,  bad  Asobejed  bis  injuncdcms  and  gone 
straggling  into  the  woods.  Iliej  were  suddenly 
attacked  br  a  party  of  three  hundred  bowmen 
commanded  by  OpecbaDcanough,  Kbg  of  Pa- 
munkey  and  brother  to  Powhatan,  and  one  of 
their  number,  George  Cassen  by  name,  was  taken 
prisoner.  The  rest,  with  great  difficulty,  regained 
their  barge.  The  Indians  extorted  from  their 
prisoner  informatioo  of  the  place  where  Captain 
Smith  was,  and  then  pot  him  to  death  m  the  most  ^ 
barbarous  manner.  In  their  pursuit  of  Captain 
Smith,  they  came  upc»i  the  two  men,  by  name 
Robinson  ^d  Emry,  who  had  been  left  with  the 
canoe  and  who  were  sleeping  by  a  fire,  and  dis- 
charged thdr  arrows  at  them  with  fatal   effect. 
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Having  discovered  Sraith,  they  wounded  him  in 
the  thigh  with  an  arrow.  Finding  himself  beset 
with  numbers,  he  bound  one  of  his  Indian  guides 
to  his  left  arm  with  his  garters  as  a.  buckler,  and 
defended  himself  so  skilfully  with  his  gun,  that 
lie  killed  three  and  wounded  many  others.  His 
enemies  retreating  out  of  gun-shot,  he  attempted 
to  reach  his  canoe,  but  paying  more  heed  to  his 
foes  than  to  his  own  footsteps,  he  sunk,  with  his 
guide^i  up  to  the  middle  in  a  treacherous  morass. 
Helpless  as  he  was,  his  bravery  had  inspired  such 
terror,  that  they  dared  not  approach  him,  until, 
being  almost  dead  with  cold,  he  threw  away  his 
arms  and  surrendered  himself.  They  drew  him 
out,  and  led  him  to  ''the  fire,  by  which  his  slain 
companions  had  been  sleeping,  and  diligently 
chafed  his  benumbed  limbs. 

Though  in  expectatioi\  of  an  immediate  and 
cruel  death,  his  presence  of  mind  did  not  forsake 
him,  and  his  inexhaustible  resources  were  not 
found  wanting  in  that  trying  hour,  when  he  was 
an  unarmed  captive  in  the  hands  of  merciless  sav- 
ages. Without  asking  for  his  life,  which  would 
only  have  lowered  the  respect  with  which  his 
bravery  had  inspired  them,  he  demanded  to  speak 
with  their  chief.  When  he  was  presented  to 
him,  he  showed  to  hira  a  pocket  compass  which 
he  happened  to  have  with  him.  _  The  tremulous 
vibrations  of  the  needle,  which  they  could  se^, 
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but  not  touoh,  oo  account  of  the  ghiss^  amused 
and  surprised  the  Indians ;  and  when  Captain 
Smith,  partlj  by  language,  he  having  acquired 
some  knowledge  of  their  tongue,  and  partly  by 
signs,  proceeded  to  exphb  to  them  the  nature 
and  properties  .of  this  wonderful  instrument,  and 
the  discoveries  to  which  it  had  led,  and  also  de- 
scribed to  them  the  courses  of  the  heavenly  bod- 
ies, the'  spherical  shape  of  the  earth,  the  akenia- 
tions  of  day  and  night,  the  extent  of  the  conti- 
nents, oceans,  and  seas,  the  variety  of  nations  and 
their  relative  position,  which  made  some  of  them 
antipodes  to  others,  they  were  filled  with  wonder 
and  amazement.* 

Notwithstanding  this,  within  an  hour  they  tied 
bhrn  to  a  tree  and  prepared  to  shoot  him  with 
their  arrows.  But  when  the  chief  held  up  the 
compass,  they  threw  down. their  arms,  and  led 
him  in  a  sort  of  triumphal  procesaon,  to  Orapax, 

*  The  above  is  the  account  contained  in  Smith's  His- 
tory, and,  of  course,  came  originally  from  Smith  himself. 
It  is  impossible  to  believe,  that  the  ignorant  Indians 
could  have  comprehended  such  abstruse  matters.  They 
probably  regarded  the  compass  as  the  Englishman's  god, 
a  **  great  medicine^"  like  the  wig  of  the  officer,  which 
came  o£f  when  grasped  by  his  swarthy  foe,  and  cheated 
him  of  a  scalp  to  his  inexpressible  amazement  A  wig 
and  a  mariner's  compass  would  be  equally  mysterious, 
and  entitled  to>qual  reverence,  in  the  eyes  of  these  untu* 
tofedcbitdrenof  nature,  '^Omneignohunpromagw^ico*^ 
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a  village  situated  a  few  miles  northeast  of  where 
Richmond  now  stands.  They  marched  in  single 
file,  their  chief  being  in  the  midst,  with  the  En- 
glish swords  and  muskets  borne  before  him.  Af- 
ter him  came  Captain  Smith,  held  by  three  stout 
men,  and  on  eacl^  side  six  archers.*  When  they 
arrived  at  the  village,  the  women  and  children 
flocked  round  to  behold  their  pale-faced  captive. 
The  warriors  who  conducted  him,  after  some 
military  manoeuvres,  placing  Smith  and  their  chief 
in  the  midst,  performed  a  war-dance  around  them 
with  frightful  yells  and  strange  contortions  of 
their  limbs  and  features.  After  this  dance  had 
been  thrice  performed,  they  conducted  him  to  a 
**  long  house,"  where  he  was  guarded  by  forty 
men.  He  was  served  so  liberally  with  provis- 
ions, that  he  supposed  their  intention  was  to  fat- 
ten and  eat  him,  a  reflection  which  did  not  at  all 
tend  to  sharpen  his  appetite. 

At  this  time  one  of  those  little  incidents  oc- 
curred which  show  that  even  barbarous  manners, 
fierce  hostility,  and  familiarity  with  scenes  of 
bloodshed  and  cruelty,  cannot  turn  the  heart 
wholly  into  stone,  or  quench  the  natural  instinct 
of  compassion.  An  Indian  to 'whom  Smith,  upon 
bis  first  arrival  in  Virginia,  had  giv^a  some  beads 
and  trinkets,  brought  him  a  garment  of  furs, 
whiob  was  a  most  acceptable  present,  as  he 
was  well  nigh  perishing  with  the  cold,  which  in 

X2 


dnc  jteav  (1607)  vs  t«t  gnat  bach  io  Europe 
end  AoKrica.  Tbe  mme  of  this  gnlefiil  and 
bcttolcnt  avug?  TO  MaocasBiter.  I  take  pleas- 
ure in  leoocding  it,  as  wdl  as  tbe  aaecdmey  which 
has  made  it  so  deaerriag  of  being  preserved,  and 
is  so  delightfid  aD  ezoepaoo  to  the  acts  of  cni- 
eltj,  treacbetj,  and  oppregkai,  that  generally 
mark  tbe  oooduct  of  both  whites  and  Indians 
towards  each  cither. 

Two  days  after  this,  he  was  attacked,  and,  hot 
fat  his  guard,  would  have  been  killed  by  an  old 
Indian,  whose  son  was  lying  at  the  point  of  death. 
Whether  this  was  a  natural  sickness,  which  the 
fiuher  supposed  was  occasioned  by  the  sorceries 
of  Smith,  and  was  therefixe  provoked  to  seek 
revenge,  or  whether  he  had  been  wounded  by 
Smith  before  his  capture,  we  do  not  learn  ;  prob- 
ably tbe  latter.  They  brought  him  to  tbe  dying 
man's  side,  in  hopes  that  be  might  recover  him. 
Smith  told  them  that  he  had  a  medicine  at 
Jamestown  which  would  restore  him.  But  they 
would  not  permit  him  to  go  after  it. 

The  Indians  were  making  great  preparations 
to  attack  Jamestown,  and  .  desired  to  secure 
Smith's  aid  and  cooperation*  They  promised 
bim  in  return  for  his  services,  not  only  life  and 
liberty,  but  as  much  land  and  as  many  women 
as  he  could  wish.  He  endeavored  to  dissuade 
them   from   their  attempt,  and  pointed  out  the 
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formidable  dangers  to  which  they  would  be  ex- 
posed from  the  spcingiDg  of  mines,  the  can- 
nons, and  warlike  engines;  to  which  they  lis- 
tened with  alarmed  attenlioQ.  In  order  that 
his  statements  might  be  confirmed,  he  proposed 
to  send  messengers  to  the  colony,  to  which  they 
assented.  He  wrote  a  note,  in  which  he  in- 
formed his' countrymen  of  the  plans  in  agitation 
against  them,  desired  them  to  send  him  certain 
enumerated  articles,  and  to  give  the  messengers  a 
wholesome  firight,  at  the  same  time  informing  these 
last  of  all  that  would  happen  to  them.  These 
men  started  oflf  in  a  season  of  extreme  cold  and 
arrived  at  Jamestown;  Seeing  men  come  out 
to  meet  them^  as  Smith  had  told  them  would 
be  the  case,  they -fled  with  dismay,  leaving  their 
note  behind  them.  Coming  again  in  the  even- 
ing, they  found  the  articles  mentioned  in  the 
note,  in  the  very  spot  where  Smith  told  them 
to  look  for  them.  They  returned  in  three  days 
and  related  their  adventures  to  the  great  amaze- 
ment of  all,  who  supposed,  that  **  he  could  either 
divine,  or  the  paper  speak.'' 

This  incident,  which  confirmed  their  suspicion 
of  Smith's  supernatural  powers,  induced  them 
to  lay  aside  all  thoughts  of  attacking  Jamestown. 
They  ihen  carried  him  about  in  triumph  through 
the  country,  showing  him  to  the  various  tribes 
wJiich  dwelt  on  the  Rappahannoc,   and   Potomac 
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metSj  and  finally  faroug^t  him  to  Pamunkef, 
the  residence  of  Opechancanoughy  whidi  was 
ailuated  near  tbe  folk  of  Yoric  River.  Here 
they  perionned  a  stoingo  oeremonyy  the  ol^t 
of  which  was,  as  they  told  him,  to  ascotain 
whether  his  inteotioos  towards  them  w^re  fiiendly 
or  not.  Tbe  ibllowing  was  the  order  ci  per- 
fonnanoes*  Eariy  in  the  momiDg,  a  great  fire 
was  made  in  a  long  house,  and  a  mat  spread 
on  each  side,  on  one  of  which  be  was  seated, 
and  then  his  guard  retired.  '^Presently  came 
akippbg  in  a  great,  grim  fellow,  all  painted  bver 
with  coal,  mingled  with  oil,  and  many  snakes' 
and  weasels'  skins  stuffed  with  moss,  and  all 
their  tails  tied  together,  so  as  they  met  on  the 
crown  of  his  bead  in  a  tassel;  and  round  about 
the  tassel  was  a  coronet  of  feathers,  the  skins 
hanging  round  about  bis  head,  back,  and  shoul- 
ders, and  in  a  manner  covered  his  face;  with 
a  hellish  voice  and  a  rattle  in  bis  band."  TItis 
personage,  who  was  a  priest,  commenced  his 
invocation  by  a  variety  of  wild  gestures  and 
grimaces,  and  concluded  by  surrounding  the 
fire  with  a  circle  of  meal.  Thb  being  ddoe, 
^' three  more  such  like  devils  came  rushing  m 
with  the  like  antique  tricks,"  whose  bodies 
were  psdoted  half  black  and  half  red,  and  their 
fiioes  daubed  with  red  and  white  streaks  to  re- 
semble mustachios.     These  three  danced  about 
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Sot  some  time>  ^^and  then  came  in  three  more 
as  ugly  as  the  rest/'  with  their  eyes  painted 
red  and  widi  white  screaks  upon  their  hlack 
faces.  Finally,  they  sU  seated  themselves  op- 
posite to  the  prisoner,  three  on  the  right  hand 
of  the  priest  and  three  oii  his  left.  They  then 
began  a  song,  accompanying  it  with  their  rat- 
tles ;  and  when  this  was  done,  the  chief  priest 
laid  down  five  grains  of  corn,  and  after  a  short 
cmition,  attended  virith  vident  muscular  exertion, 
laid  down  three  more.  After  that  they  began 
their  song  again,  and  then  another .  oration,  lay- 
ing  down'  as  many  grains  of  com  as  before, 
til^  they  bad  twice  encircled  the  fire.  Then, 
continuing  the  incantation,  they  laid  sticks  be- 
tweeo  the  divisions  of  the  com.  The  whole 
day  was  spent  in  these  ceremonies,  during  which 
time  neither  Smith  nor  the  performers  tasted 
food,  but  at  night  they  feasted  abundantly  on 
the  best  provisions  they  had.  These  rites  were 
continued  for  three  successive  days.  They  told 
him  that  the  circle  of  meal  signified  their  own 
country,  the  circles  of  com  the  bounds  of  the 
sea,  and  the  sticks  his  coubtry..>  They  imagin- 
ed the  world  to  be  flat  and  round  like  a  trench- 
er, and  themselves  to  be  placed  in  the  middle 
of  it. 

They  afterwards  showed   him  a  bag  of  gun- 
powder,  which    they   had    taken  from    him    oi 
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his  companiQOs,  and  ivfaich  they  carefully  pre- 
serred  Ull  the  next  spring  to  plant,  ar  they  did 
their  com,  supposbg  it  to  be  a  grain.  He  was 
afterwards  invited  1^  Opitchapan,  the  second 
brother  of  Powliatani  to  his  house,  and  sumptu- 
ously entertained ;  but  here,  as  on  all  other  occa- 
sions, none  of  the  ^Indi^ins  waaid  eat  with  him, 
though  they  would  partake  of  the  portions  which 
he  left  unconsumed. 

At  last  they  brought  him  to  Werowocomoco, 
the  residence,  of  Powhatan,  which  was  situated 
on  the  north  side  of  York  River,  in  Gloucester 
County,  about  twenty-five  miles  below  the  fork 
of  the  river.  It  was  at  that  time  Powhatan's 
principal  place  of  residence,  though  afterwards, 
not  being  pleased  with  its  proximity  to  the 
English,  he  removed  to  Orapax.  Upon  Smith's 
arrival  in  the  village,  he  was  detained,  until 
the  Indian  emperor  and  liis  court  could  make 
suitable  preparations  to  receive  their  captive  in 
proper  state.  In  the  mean  while  more  than  two 
hundred  of  his  ^^  grim  courtiers "  came  to  gaze 
at  him,  as  if  he  had  been  a  monster.  Pow- 
hatan, who  was  at  that  time  about  sixty  years 
old,  is  described  as  having  been,  in  outward  ap- 
pearance, **  every  inch  a  king."  His  figure  was 
noble,  his  stature  majestic,  and  his  countenance 
full  of  the  severity  and  haughtiness  of  a  ruler, 
whose  will    was    supreme   and   whose   nod   ij^a* 
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law.  He  received  Captain  Smith  ivnth  imposingi 
though  rude  ceremony.  He  was  .seated  on  a 
kind  of  throne,  elevated  above  the  floor  of  a 
large  hut,  in  the  midst  of  which  was  a  fire. 
He  was  clothed  with  a  robe  of  racoon  skins. 
Two  young  women,  his  daughters,  sat  one  on 
his  right  and  the  other  on  his  left ;  and  on  each 
side  of  the  hut  there-  were  two  rows  of  men 
in  front,  and  the  same  number  of  women  be- 
hind. These  all  had  their  heads  and  shoulders 
painted  red.  Many  had  their  hair  ornamented 
with  the  white  down  of  birds.  Some  had  chains 
of  white  beads  around  their  necks,  and  all  had 
more  or  less  of  ornament.  When  Smith  was 
brought  home,  they  all  set  up  a  great  shout. 

Soon  a0;er  his  entrance,  a  female  of  rank  was 
directed  to  bring  him  water  to  wash  his  hands, 
and  another  brought  a  bunch  of  feathers  instead 
of  a  towel  to  dry  them  with.  They  then  feast- 
ed him.  in  the  best  manner  they  could,  and  held 
a  long  and  solemn  consultation  to  determine  his 
fate.  The  decision  was  against  him.  Two 
large  stones  were  brought  in  and  placed  before 
Powhatan,  and  Smith  was  dragged  up  to  them 
and  his  head  was  placed  upon  theoi,  that  his 
brains  might  be  beaten  out  with  clubs.  The 
fatal  weapons,  were  already  raised,  and  the  stem 
executioners  looked  for  the  signal,  which  should 
bid  them  descend   upon  the  victim's   defenceless 
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Bot  the  protodiDg  dneld  of  divine  Pror- 
idenoe  was  over  Uai,  and  the  ami  of  vicdenoe 
wai  anested*  PocabootaB,  die  Kiog's  sivorite 
daogbcer,*— at  that  time  a  child  of  twelve  or 
tUrteen  yean  of  age, —  fitkEng  that  her  piteous 
eotreataes  to  save  the  life  of  Smith  were  ima- 
vailing,  rushed  forward,  chivied  his  head  io  her 
aims,  and  laid  her  own  upon  it,  detennined  either 
to  save  his  life,  or  share  his  fete.  H^  gener- 
ous and  h^oic  conduct  touched  her  fether's 
iron  heart,  and  the  life  of  the  captive  was  spar- 
ed, to  be  employed  in  making  hatchets  far  him- 
self, and  bells  and  beads  for  his  daughter. 

The  account  of  this  beautiful  and  most  touch** 
ing  scene,  familiar  as  it  is  to  every  one,  can 
hardly  be  read  with  unmoistened  eyes.  The  in- 
cident is  so  dramatic  and  startling,  that  it  seems 
to  preserve  the  freshness  of  novelty  amidst  a 
thousand  repetitions.  We  could  almost  as  rea- 
sonably expect  an  angel  to  have  come  down 
from  heaven,  and  rescued  the  captive,  as  that 
his  deliverer  should  have  sprung  -from  the  bosom 
of  Powhatan's  family.  The  universal  sympa- 
thies of  mankind  and  the  best  feelings  of  the 
human  heart  have  redeemed  this  scene  from 
the  obscurity  which,  in  the  progress  of  time, 
gathers  over  all,  but  the  most  important  events. 
It  has  pointed  a  thousand  morals  and  adorned  a 
thousand  tales.     Innumerable  bosoms  have  throb- 
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bed  and  are  yet  to  throb  with  generous  admi- 
ration for  this  daughter  of  a  people,  whom  we 
have  been  too  ready  to  underrate.  Had  we 
known  nothing  of  her,  but  what  is  related  of 
her  in  this  incident,  she  would  deserve  the  eter- 
nal gratitude  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  country ; 
for  the  fate  of  the  colonjt  may  be  said  to  have 
-  hung  upon  the  arms  of  Smith's  executioners. 
He  was  its  life  and  soul,  and,  without  the  magic 
influence  of  bis  personal  qualities,  it  would  have 
abandoned,  in  despair,  the  project  of  permanent- 
ly settling  the  country,  apd  sailed  to  England 
by  the   first  opportunity. 

The  generosity  of  Powhatan  was  not  content 
with  merely  sparing  his  prisoner's  4ife.  He  de- 
tained him  but  two  days  longer.  At  the  end 
of  that  time,  he  conducted  him  to  a  large  house 
in  the  woods,  and  there  left  him  alone  upon  a 
mat  by  the  fire.  In  a  abort  time,  from  behind 
another  mat  that  divided  the  house,  *^  was  made 
the  most  dolefiillest  nbbe  he  ever  heard;  then 
Powhatan,  more  like  a  devil  than  a  man,  with 
some  two  hundred  more,  as  black  as  himself,^' 
came  in  and  told  him,  that  they  were  now  friends, 
and  that  he  should  return  to  Jamestown ;  and 
that,  if  be  would  send  him  two  pieces  of  can- 
non and  a  grindstone,  he  would  give  him  the 
country  of  Capahowsic,  and  esteem   him  bs  his 
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own  SOD.  He  was  faithful  19  his  word,  and  de- 
spatched him  immediately,  with  twelve  ^ides. 
That  night  they  quartered  in  the  woods;  and 
during  the  whole  journey  Captain  Smith  ex- 
pected every  moment  to  be  put  to  death,  not- 
withstanding Powhatan's  fair  words.  But,  as 
the  narrative  of  his  adventures  has  it,  ^^  Almighty 
God,  hy  hb  divine  Providence,  had  mollified 
the  hearts  of  those:  stem  barharians  with  com- 
passion." Smith  reached  Jamestown  in  safety, 
after  an  absence  of  seven  weeks,  and  treated 
his  savage  guides  with  great  hospitality  and 
kindness.  He  showed  them  two  demi-culverais 
and  a  millstone,  which  they  proposed  to  carry 
to  Powhatan,  but  found  them  too  heavy.  He 
ordered  the  culverins  to  be  loaded  with  stones 
and  discharged  among  the  boughs  of  a  tree  cov- 
ered with  icicles,  in  order  to  magnify  to  them 
the  effects  of  these  formidable  engines.  When 
they  heard  the  report,  arid  saw  the  ice  and  the 
branches  come  rattling  down,  they  were  greatly 
terrified.  A  few  trinkets  restored  their  confidence, 
and  they  were  dismissed  with  a  variety  of  pres- 
ents for  Powhatan  and  his  family. 

The  generous  conduct  of  Powhatan^  in  re- 
storing a  prisoner  who  had  given  such  fatal 
proofs  of  courage  and  prowess,  is  worthy  of 
the  highest  admiration.  There  is  hardly  any 
thing   in   history,   that   can   afford   a   parallel  to 
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it.  He  was  stimulated  to  take  the  prisoner's  life, 
not  only  by  revenge,  a  passion  strongest  in  sav- 
age breasts,  but  by  policy  and  that  regard  to 
his  own  interests,  which  Christian  and  civilized 
nionarchs  are  justified  m  observing.  He  seems 
to  have  acted  from  some  religious  feeling,  re- 
garding Smith,  either  as  a  supernatural  being, 
or  as  under  the  special  protection  of  a  higher 
power.  How  far  this  may  have  actuated  him, 
or  how  far  he  may  have  been  influenced  by  af- 
fection fen:  hb  daughter,  it  is  impossible  to  say ; 
but,  supposing  both  to  have  operated,  we  only 
elevate  his  ccmduct  by  elevating  his  motives. 
He  must  have  been  a  noble  being  indeed,  in 
whom  religion  or  domestic  affection  could  over- 
come the^  strong  impulses  of  passion,  revenge,  and 
interest. 


CHAPTER  VI. 


Arrival  of  Neioport  from  England.  —  His  Visit 
to  Powhatan.  —  His  Return. 

Smith's  absence  from  Jamestown  seems  to 
have  been  always  attended  with  evil  consequences 
to  the  colony.  The  moment  his  back  was  turned, 
the  unruly   spirits,  whom  he   alone   could  curb, 
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broke  out  iato  diwiftctioB  and  imitby.    He  fbaod 
*'all  in  oombustioo "  oo  his  letum.    The  eol- 
ODf  wai  split  into  two  frctioBS,  the  sHoim^  of 
which  was  piepariDg  to  quit  the  ooontiy  in  the 
berk«     CapCain  Smith,  at  the  hamd  of  Us  life, 
defeated  this  pragect,  bringing  his  cannon  to  bear 
upon   the  baric,  and  threatening  to  sink  her  if 
they  did  not  suy.     In  revenge  for  this,  a  con- 
spiracy was  formed  by  several,  and  among  them 
the  President,  to  put  him  to  death,  for  the  lives 
of  Robinson  and  Emry,  whom  they  said,  he  had 
led  to  their   death,  and   he   was   conse^ently 
guilty  of  their  murder.     Such  cobweb  meshes 
as  these  could  not  hdd  a  man  like  Smith;  for 
■'^  he  quickly  took  such  order  with  such  lawyers, 
that  he  laid  them  by  the  heeb,  till  be  sent  some 
of  them  prisoners  to  England."     His  relation  of 
the  plenty  be  had  witnessed  in  the  Indian  territo- 
ry, and  of  the  power  and  liberality  of  Powhatan, 
cheered   their  drooping  spirits,  which   were  re- 
vived and  sustained  by  tlie  kindness  of  Poca- 
hontas ;  'whose   deliverance  of  Smith  was  not  a 
transient  impulse,  but  consistent  with  her  whole 
character,  and   who,  with  her  attendants,  every 
four  or  five   days  brought  them   abundance  of 
provisions,  thereby  saviog  the  lives  of  many  that 
must  otherwise  have  perished  with  hunger.    The 
savages   also   came  in  great  numbers,   bringing 
presents  continually  to  Captain  Smith,  and  offer* 
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ihg  commodities  for  sale,  at  the  prices  which  he 
himself  set. '  His  influence  over  them  was  un- 
bounded, and  they  were  ready,  at  his  nod,  to  do 
any  thing  he  required.  They  knew  that  he  ww* 
shipped  one  supreme  God,  the  Creator  and  P^ 
server  of  all  things,  whom  they  would  call,  in 
conversation,  the  God  of  Captain  Smith. 
'  This  high  opinion  was  much  confirmed  by  the 
arrival  of  Captain  Newport,  at  the  time  at  which 
Smith  had  predicted  to  them  it  would  happen, 
being  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1607.  Two 
ships  had  sailed  from  England,  one  commanded 
by  Newport,  and  the  other  by  Captain  Nelson, 
the  latter  of  which  was  dismasted  on  the  coast 
of  America,  and  blown  off  to  the  West  Indies. 
Newport  brought  with  him  a  reinforcement  of 
men  and  provisions,  and  all  things  necessary. 
His  arrival  was  a  source  of  great  joy  to  the 
colonists,  but  was  in*  the  end  productive  of  some 
embarrassments.  The  Prerident  and  council 
(Ratclifie  and  Martin,  Smith  himself  being  the 
diird)^  who  had  been  always  jealous  of  Smith's 
influence  over  the  natives,  endeavored  to  nuse 
their  credit  and  authority  over  them  higher  than 
his,  by  giving^  them^  four  times  as  much  for  their 
goods  as  he  had  appointed.  To  gratify  the  mar- 
mers  also,  they  gave  them  liberty  to  trade  as 
much  as  they  pleased ;  and  the  consequence  was 
m  a  short  time,  that  the  market  was  so  glutted, 
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that  a  pound  of  copper  could  not  procure  what 
was  knoeiAy  obtained  for  an  ounce,  the  laws  of 
political  economy  operating,  before  the  science 
was  beard  of.  Their  trade  was  also  injured  hj 
Captam  Newport,  who  lavbhed  his  presents  with 
the  profoseness  of  a  ttue  sailor.  They  served, 
however,  to  impress  Powhatan  with  a  high  idea 
of  Newport's  -greatness,  and  made  him  very  de- 
sirous of  seeing  him.  ' 

Acc(»ding^y  the  bark  was  prepared  for  a  visit 
to  Powhatan.  Captain  Newport  was  attended 
by  Smith  and  Mr.  Matthew  Scrivener,  a  gentle- 
man of  sense  and  discretion,  who  had  come  ov^ 
with  Newport,  and  been  admitted  a  member  of 
the  council,  and  by  a  gdard  of  thirty  or  forty  men. 
When  they  came  to"  Werowocomoco,  Newport 
began  to  entertain  suspicions  of  .treachery.  They 
were  obliged  to  cross  many  creeks  and  streams  on 
bridges  loosely  made  of  poles  and  bark,  and  so 
frail  that  he  imagined  them  to  be.  traps  set  by 
the  Indians.  But  Smith  assured  bim  there  was 
nothing  to  fear,  and  with  twenty  men,  leaving  the 
bark,  undertook  to  go  forward  and  accomplish  the 
journey  alone.  He  went  on,  and  was  met  by 
two  or  three  hundred  Indians,  who  conducted 
him  and  his  companions  into  the  town.  He  was 
received  with  shouts  of  welcome  on  all  sides. 
Powhatan  exerted  himself  to  the  utmost  to  set 
before  him  the  most  sumptuous  and  plentifiil  ban* 
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quet  be  could  provide.  Four  or  five  hundred 
men  attended:  as  a  guard,  and  proclamation  was 
made,  that  no  one  should  do  any  harm  to  the 
English  on  pain  of  death. 

The  next  day  Newport  came  on  shore,  and 
was  likewise  warmly  and'  hospitably  received. 
An  English  boy,  named  Thomas  Savage,  was 
given  by  him  to  Powhatan,  and  he  received  in 
exchange,  an  intelligent  and  faithful  Indian^  nam- 
ed Namontack.  Three  or  four  days  they  spent 
in  feasting,  dancing,  and  trading,  during  which 
time  the  old  chief  behaved  with  such  dignity,  dis- 
cretion, and  propriety,  as  impressed  his  English 
visiters  with  the  highest  opinion  of  his  natural  ca- 
pacity. His  shrewdness  in  driving  a  bargam  was 
displayed  in  a  manner,  which,  but  for  Smith's 
superior  tact,  would  have  resulted  in  the  great 
'  pecuniary  loss  of  the  Englbh. 

He  would  not  condescend  to  haggle  and  barter 
for  specific  articles,  as  his  subjects  did,  and  told 
Captain  Newport  that  it  was  not  agreeable  to  his 
greatness  "  to  trade  for  trifles  in  this  peddling 
manner,"  and  that,  as.  they  were  both  great  and 
powerlnl  men,  their  mutual  transactions,  ought  to 
be  conducted  on  a  scale  of  proportionate  magni- 
tude. He  proposed  to  him,  that  Newport  should 
lay  down  his  commodities  in  a  lump,  and  that  he 
should  select  from  them  what  he  wanted,  and 
give  in  return  what  be  considered  an  equivalent. 
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The  proposal  was  mterpieted  to  Newport  by 
Smithy  who,  at  the  same  time,  told  him  that  all 
these  &De  words  meant  merely  that  Powhatan  in- 
tended to  cheat  him  if  he  could,  and  warned  him 
not  to  accept  his  terms.  Newport,  however,  who 
was  a  vam,  osteotatioos  mav,  expecting  to  dazzle 
the  chief  with  his  greatness,  or  charm  him  with 
his  liberality,  accepted  them,  in  the  hope  of  hav- 
bg  any  request,  he  might  make,  readily  granted. 
The  result  proved  that  Smith  was  right ;  for  Pow- 
hatan, in  selecting  the  articles  that  he  wished  and 
giving  others  in  return,  valued  his  com  at  such  a 
rate,  that,  as  the  writer  of  the  narrative  says,  it 
might  have  been  bought  cheaper  in  old  Spain, 
for  they  hardly  received  four  bushels  where  they 
counted  upon  twenty  hogsheads. 

Smith  was  much  provoked  at  Newport's  being 
so  palpably  overreached ;  but,  dissembling  his  cha- 
grin so  as  to  avoid  suspicion,  he  determined  to 
obtain  an  equivalent  advantage  over  the  wily  sav- 
age. He  took  out,  as  if  accidentally,  a  variety  of 
toys  and  gewgaws,  and  contrived  to  let  Powhatan 
observe  some  blue  beads.  His  eyes  sparkled  with 
pleasure  at  the  sight,  and  he  eagerly  desired  to 
obtain  them.  Smith,  however,  was  reluctant  to 
part  with  them,  they  being,  as  he  said,  composed 
of  a  very  rare  substance,  of  the  color  of  the  skies, 
and  fit  to  be  worn  only  by  the  greatest  kings  in  the 
world.     Powhatan's  ardor  was  inflamed  by  oppo- 
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sition,  and  he  r^sc^ved  to  have  the  predous  jewels 
at  any  price.  A  bargain  was  finally  struck  to  the 
satisfaction  of  all  parties,  by  which  Smith  ex- 
changed a  pound  or  two  of  blue  beads  for  two  pr 
three  hundred  bushels  of  com.  A  similar  negoti- 
ation was  entered  into  with  Opechancanough  at 
Pamunkey.  These  blue  beads  were  held  in  such 
estimation  among  the  Indians,  that  none  but  their 
principal  chiefs  and  the  members  of  their  fiunilies 
were  alk>wed.  to  wear  them. 

They  returned  with  their  treasures  to  James- 
town, where,  shortly  after,  a  fire  broke  out,  which 
burnt  several  of  their  houses  (they  being  thatch- 
ed with  reeds,  which  rendered  them  very  com- 
bustible), and  occasioned  them  a  considerable  loss 
in  arms,  bedding,  wearing-apparel,  and  provision. 
Among  the'  principal  sufierers,  was  their  good 
clergyman,  Mr.  Hunt,  who  lost  all  he  had,  in- 
cluding his  books,  which  must  have  been  a  most 
severe  affliction  to  a  scholar  in  that  lone  wildeiv 
ness.  Yet  we  are  told,  that  no  one  ever  heard 
him  repine  on  account  of  his  loss.  Notwithstand- 
ing this  misfortune,  their  remaining  stock  of  oat- 
meal, meal,  and  com  would  have  been  sufficient 
for  their  wants,  had  not  the  ship  loitered  in  the 
country  fourteen  weeks,  when  she  might  have 
sailed  in  fourteen  days,  and  thereby  greatly  in- 
creased the  number  of  mouths  to  be  fed.  They 
were  also  obliged,  on^the  departure  of  the  ship. 
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to  furnish  to  tbe  crew  abundant  provisions  with- 
out any  equivalent,  as  they  bad  neither  iQoneyj 
goods,  nor  credit  All  this  was  to  be  done  cb^er- 
fully,  that  the  report  of  it  might  induce  others 
to  come,  and  gain  ''  golden  'opinions  "  for  ihem 
from  tbe  council  at  home.  ^'  Such,"  says  Stith, 
'^  was  their  necessity  and  misfortune,  to  be  under 
the  lash  of  those  vile  commanders,  apd  to  buy 
their  own  provisions  at  fifteen  times  their  value ; 
sufifering  them  to  fea^  at  their  charge,  whilst 
themselves  were  obliged  to  last,  and  yet  dare, 
not  repine,  lest  they  should  incur  the  censure  of 
being  factious  and  seditious  persons."  Their  stock 
of  provisions  was  so  contracted  by  these  means 
and  by  their  unlucky  fire,  that  they  were  reduced 
to  great  extremity.  The  loss  of  their  houses 
exposed  many,  with  very  imperfect  shelter,  to 
the  severity  of  a  most  bitter  winter ;  and  not  a 
few  died  before  spring,  from  the  combined  ef- 
fects of  cold  and  hunger. 

The  delay  of  Newport's  ship  was  occasioned 
oy  one  of  those  gold-fevers  which  break  out  so 
frequently  among  men,  to  the  great  prejudices 
of  their  reason  and  common  s^nse.  As  it  is 
well  known,  the  most  extravagant  notions  were 
entertained  in  Europe  of  the  riches  of  the  New 
World-;  and  it  is  not  going  too  far  to  say,  that 
it  was  thought  impossible  to^  thrust  a  shovel  into 
American  soil,  without  bringing  up  a  lump  of 
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gold.  As  a  proof  that  Vir^ia  fenned  do  excep- 
tion to  this  general  rule,  among  those  ^  who  left 
England  with  Captains  Newport  and  Nelson,  were 
two  goldsmilhs,  two  refiners,  and  one  jeweller; 
artificers,  one  would  thmk,  in  very  little  demand 
in  a  new  colony,  where  most  men  would,  like 
^^^p's  cock^  prefer  a  grain  of  barley  to  the  most 
precious  gem  in  the  world.* 

*  There  appeai^s  to  have  been  a  great  want  of  judg- 
ment shown  m  the  selection  of  the  colonists.  Of 
eighty-two  persons^  whose  names  are  preserved,  that 
first -came  over  to  Jamestown,  forty-eight  were  desig- 
nated gmitlemen,  four  were  carpenters,  twelve  were 
laborers,  and  the  others  boys  and  mechanics.  Of 
seventy- four  names  of  those  who  came  out  with  Newport 
and  Nelson  (one  hundred  and  twenty  in  all),  thirty- 
two  were  gentlemen,  twenty-three  were^  laborers,  six 
were  tailors,  and  two  apothecaries.  These  **  gentlemen  " 
were  probably  dissolute,  broken-down  adventurers,  bank- 
rupts in  character  as  well  as  fortune,  needy  and  ex- 
travagant younger  sons  of  good  families,  whom  their 
friends  were  happy  to  be  quit  of  on  any  terms ;  in- 
capable ahke  of  industry  and  subordination,  indolent, 
mutinous,  and  reckless.  These  are  the  men,  who  so 
confrtantly  tried  the  patience  of  Smith,  a  saving  grace, 
which,  as  the  reader  may  have  perceived,  he  had  not 
in  great  abundance ;  and  who  provoked  him  to  write 
in  the  following  terms ;  ^  Being  for  the  most  part  of 
such  tender  educations  and  small  experience  in  mar- 
tial accidents,  because  they  found  not  English  cities^ 
nor  such  fair  houses,  nor  at  their  own  wishes  any  of 
their  accustomed  dainties,  with  feather  beds  and  down 


AMBmiGAW    BIOOBAPHT. 

In  m  small  rivulet  near  Janestown  was  fonmd 
a  gfitteringy  yellowish  sand,  (its  lustre  probaUj 
derived  from  panicles  of  mica,)  which  their 
excitable  iroaginatioDt  immediatelj  believed  to 
be  gold.  This  became  the  all-absQibmg  topic 
c^  thought  and  discourse,  and  ^  there  was  no 
talk,  no  hope,  no  woric,  but  dig  gold,  wash 
gold,  refine  gold,  load  gold."  The  unskiliiil 
refiners,  whom  Newport  had  brought  over  with 
biro,  pronounced  this  shining  sand  to  be  veiy 
valuable  ore,  forgetting  that  ''all  that  glisters 
is  not  gold."  This,  of  course,  carried  the 
frenzy  to  its  height,  and,  confirmed  by  the  testi- 
mony of  men  of  supposed  skill  and  experience, 
every    one    mdulged    in    the    most    magnificent 


pillowsy  taverns  and  ale-honses  in  every  breathing- 
place,  neither  soch  plenty  of  gold  and  silver  and  dis- 
solute liberty,  as  they  expected,  they  had  little  or  no 
care  of  any  thing,  but  to  pamper  their  beUies,  to  ily 
away  with  onr  pinnaces,  or  procare  their  means  to  re- 
turn for  England.  For  the  country  wta  to  them  a  mise- 
ry, a  ruin,  a  death,  a  hell,  and  their  reports  here  and 
their  actions  there  according."  Another  writer,  describ- 
ing the  character  of  the  colonists  at  the  time  of  Smith's 
departure  for  England,  observes,  after  enumerating  a  few 
usefol  mechanics,  <<  All  the  rest  were  poor  gentlemen, 
tradesmen,  serving-men,  libertines,  and  such  like,  ten 
times  more  fit  to  spoil  a  commonwealth,  than  either 
begin  one,  or  but  help  to  maintain  one."  —  SmiUh*^  F»> 
ginia,  {Richmond  EdUion,)  Vol.  I.  p.  341. 
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visions  of  wealth  imd  aggrandtsement.  Nothing 
woidd  caatenX  Newport,  but  the  freightbg  of  his 
ship^  with  this  worthless  trash,  to  the  great  mor* 
tification  and  chagrin  of  Captain  Smith,  who 
was  no  believer  in  golden  dreams,  and  fore- 
saw the  evil  consequences  of  neglecting  duties 
of  the  most  important  nature,  to  chase  phantoms 
and  bubbles.  The  writer  of  this  portion  of  the 
History  of  the  colony  says,  *^  never  did  any 
thing  more  torment  him^  than  to  see  all  neces- 
sary business  neglected,  to  fraught  such  a  drunk- 
en ship  with  so  much  gilded  dirt.''  Wingfield 
and  Captain  Archer  returned  with  Newport 
to  England,  which  afforded  to  Smith  a  sfight 
balm  of  consolation  tot  fab  troubles  and  vexa- 
tions. 

As  soon  as  the  spring  opened,  Smith  and 
Scrivener  (who  had  been  admitted  a  member 
of  the  council)  set  themselves  diligently  to  work 
to  rebuild  Jamestown,  to  repair  the  church,  store- 
house, and  fortifications,  and  to  cut  down  trees 
and  plant  cord  for  the  ensuing  season.  While 
they  were  thus  occupied.  Captain  Nelson  arrived 
m  the  PhcBnix,  from  the  West  Indies,  where  he 
had  remained  during  the  winter.  He  was  receiv 
ed  with  great  joy,  as  he  had  long  been  given  up 
for  lost.  He  brought  an  ample  stock  of  proVis 
ions,  enough  to  relieve  the  colony  from  all  appre- 
hensions   Df  want  for  the   next  half-year.     Hb 
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geDeroos  and  manly  conduct  endeared  bim  to  the 
setden,  and  his  presence  seemed  to  diffuse  a  gen- 
eral activity  alad  spirit  of  enterprise  among  them. 
Even  the  President  was  roused  from  his  usual 
sluggishness  and  imhecility ;  for,  says  the  writer  of 
this  porticm  of  the  History,  *^  to  re-lade  this  ship 
with  some  good  tidings^  the  President  (not  holding 
it  stood  ^th  the  dignity  of  his  pkce  to.  leave  the 
fort)  gave  order  to  Captain  Smith  to  discover  and 
search  the  commodities  of  the  Monacans'  coun- 
try heyond  the  FaUs.''  Sixty  men  were  allptted 
to  him  for  this  expediticm,  which  he  was  prevent- 
ed from  undertaking,  by  troubles  near  at  hand. 

At  Captain  Newport's  departure,  Powhatan, 
who  peroeived  the  superiority  of  the  English 
weapons  over  the  rude  ones  of  his  own  people, 
made  him  a  present  of  twenty  turkeys,  as  a  to^ 
ken  of  hb  regard,  desiring  him  to  send  in  return 
twenty  swords,  which  request  was  inconsiderately 
granted.  He  afterwards  made  a  similar  present  to 
Captain  Smith,  expecting  a  like  return ;  but,  find- 
ing himself  disappointed,  he  ordered  his  people 
to  hover  round  Jamestown,  and  take  posses9ion 
of  the  Englishmen's  weapons,  whenever  they  had 
an  opportunity,  either  by  stratagem  or  force. 
These  orders  were  faithfully  executed,  and  were 
productive  of  great  annoyance  and  inconvenience 
to  the  colonists.  No  notice  was  taken  of  their 
depredations  for  a  time,  because  they  had  strict 
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orders  from  England  to  keep  on  tbe  best  possible 
terms   with   Powhatan   and   his   people.    '^^This 
charitable   humor  prevailed   till  well  it  chanced 
they  meddled  with   Captain  Smith/'  who  then 
took  the  matter  into  his  own  hands,  and  acted  ^ith 
such   promptness   and  energy,   punishing   so  se- 
verely the  offenders  whom  he  detected,  that  Pow- 
hatan found  he  was  playing  a  losing  game;   so 
^^  he  sent  his  messengers  and  hb  dearest  daugh- 
ter Pocahontas  with  presents,  to  excuse  him  of 
the  injuries  done  by  some  rash  untoward  captains, 
his  subjects,  desiring  their  liberties  for  this  time, 
with    the    assurance    of  his    love    for    ever."* 
Smith  dismissed  his  prisoners,  after  giving  them 
"  what  correcticm  he  saw  fit,"   preten<&ng  to  be 
thus  merciiiil  only  for  the  sake  of  Pocahontas. 
His  conduct  vr^s  too  resolute  and  spirited  to  meet 
the  approbation  of  his  colleagues  in  the  council ; 
though  it  had  struck  such  terror  mto  the  Indians, 
and  that  too  without  any  bloodshed,  that  they  no 
longer  molested  the  colonists,  whereas  before  they 
''had  sometime  peace  and  war  twice  in  a  day, 
and   very  seldom  a   week   but  they   had  some 
treacherous  villany  or  other." 

The  Phoenix  was  sent  home  in  June,  1606, 

•How  consistent  is  tyranny!  Powhatan's  disavowal 
of  his  express  orders  is  worthy  of  King  John  or  LouM 
the  Eleventh. 
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with  a  load  of  cedar,  by  Captam  South'a.  io- 
fluanee;  dioug^  Martio  was  rerj  anxious  that 
she  dso  skould  be  loaded  with  gddeo  sand.  He 
was  "  wiUiogly  admitted "  to  return  with  h^r  to 
Eoglaod,  being  a  sickly  and  in^cient  man,  and 
having  his  head  so  fidi  of  golden  dreams,  as  to 
make  him  useless,  whatever  might  have  been  his 
natural  capacity. 


CHAPTER  Vn. 


CnyCotn  Sildtk  txplaru  the  Chei^gfuke  in  ttvo 
Expediiumi.  —  Hci$  ehotm  President  of  the 
Colony. 

The  enterprising  chancter  of  Captun  Smith 
prompted  him  to  an  arduous  ondertakingy  namely, 
the  examination  and  survey  of  Chesapeake  Bay, 
to  ascertun  more  completely  the  resources  of  the 
country  and  to  open  a  friendly  communication 
with  its  native  inhafaftanta*  He  set  out  in  an  open 
barge  of  about  three  tons'  burden,  accompanied 
by  Dr.  Russell  and  thirteen  others*  They  left 
Jamestown  on  the  2d  of  June,  1608,  in  company 
with  the  Phoenix,  and  parted  with  her  at  Cape 
Henry.  They  then  crossed  the  bay  to  the  east- 
em  shore  and  fell  in  with   a  cluster  of  idands 
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east  of  Cape  Charles,  to  which  they  gave  the 
name  of  Smith's  Isles,  in  honor  of  their  command- 
er, an  appellation  still  retained. 

They  were  directed  by  two  Indians,  whom  they 
saw,  to  Accomac,  the  habitation  of'  their  chief, 
situated' in  the  southwestern  part  of  Northampton 
County.  He  received  them  with  kindness,  and 
b  spoken  of  by  them  as  the  most  affiible  and 
good-looking  savage  they  had  ever  seen.  He 
spoke  the  language  of  Powhatan,  and  told  them 
that  his  people  had  been  afBicted  with  a  heavy 
pestilence,  which  had  carried  them  almost  all  off. 
They  then  coasted  along  the  eastern  shore  of 
the  bay,  searching  every  inlet  that  seemed  proper 
for  habitations  or  harbors,  and  landing  frequent- 
ly, sometimes  upon  the .  main  land,  sometimes 
upon  the  islands,  which  they  called  Russell's 
Islands,  since  called  Tangier  Islands.  They  dis- 
covered and  sailed  up  the  river  Pocomoke  in 
search  of  fresh  water,  for  want  of  which  they 
suffered  a  good  deal,  that  which  they  obtained 
being  very  muddy. 

Leaving  this  river,  they  directed  their  course 
to  certain  other  islands,  and  when  they  were 
among  them,  their  sail  and  mast  were  blown 
overboard  by  a  sudden  squall,  and  for  two  days 
the  weather  was  so  stormy,  that  they  had  great 
difficulty  in  keeping  their  boat  from  sinking. 
They  named  these  islands  limbo,  in  commemo- 
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a  stingrayy  (which  is  described  in  the  narrative 
as  '*  being  much  b  the  fashion  of  a  thdmback,'' 
but  with  **  a  long  tail  like  a  riding-rod^  whereon 
the  nudst  is  a  most  poisoned  sting,  of  two  or 
three  inches  long,  bearded  like  a  saw  on  each 
side,")  was  wounded'  by  its  sharp  thorn,  to  the 
depth  of  an  inch  and  a  half,  in  the  wrist.     The 
wound,  though   it  drew  no  blood,  became    ex-^ 
tfemely  painful ;  and  in  a  few  hours  bis  arm  and 
shoulder  were  so   much  swollen,  that  his  com- 
panions concluded  his  death  was   at  hand,  and 
were  so  confident  of  it,>  that  with  heavy  hearts 
they  dug  his  grave  in  an  island  hard  by.     But 
by  the  timdy  application  of  a  ^*  precious  6il "  by 
Dr.  Russell,  after  the  wound  had  been  probed, 
he  recovered  from  the  ill  eflfects  of  it  so  quickly, 
that  he  was  able  to  take  his  revenge  upon  the 
fish  by  eating  a  piece  of  it  ibr  his  supper.     The 
place,  where  thb  accident  occurred,  was  named 
in  consequence  of  it  Stingray  Point,  as  it  is  still 
called. 

They  returned  to  Jamestown  on  the  21st 
of  July.  By  way  of  frolic,  they  disguised  their 
boat  with  painted  streamers  in  such  a  way,  that 
they  were  mistaken  by  the  colonists  for  a  Spanish 
fiigate,  to  their -no  small  consternation.  Smith 
found  that  his  absence  had  been  attended  with 
iu  usual  ^  ill  consequences.  All  those  who  had 
lately  come  oyer  were  sick';   and  the  whole  com 


CAPTAIH    JOHN    SMITH.  968 

panj  were  spiritless,  discooteDted,  and  full  of  in* 
dignation  against  tbeir  selfish  and  inefficient  Pres- 
ident; who,  instead  of  actively  mingling  in  .the 
interests  of  the  colonists,  and  sharing  their  toib 
and  privations,  had  been  living  in  abundance  up- 
on the  public  stores,  and  was  building  for  him- 
self a  pleasant  retreat  in  the  woods,  where  his 
ear  might  not  be  pained  bjr  murmurs  and  com- 
plaints* 

They  were  somewhat  comforted  by  the  ac- 
counts of  the  expedition,  and  (what  now  cannot 
be  read  without  a  smile)  by  *'  the  good  hope  we 
bad  by  the  savages'  relation,  that  our  bay  had 
stretched  into  the  South  Sea  or  somewhat  near 
It,"  They  would  not  hear,  however,  of  Rat- 
cliflfe's  continuing  in  the  oflSpe  of  President,  but 
insisted  upon  his  being  deposed,  which  was  ac- 
cordingly done,  and  Smith  chosen  in  his  place; 
by  which  he  was  invested  with  the  title  and 
badges  of  a  station,  the  substantial  authority  of 
which  be  had  long  enjoyed.  Being  about  to  de- 
part upon  another  expedit:on,  he  appointed  Mr. 
Scrivener,  his  deputy,  who  at  fhat  time  was  sick 
with  a  fever.  This  deputy  distributed  impartially 
the  puUic  stores  which  Ratcliffe  had  engrossed, 
and  made  such  arrangements  as  would  enable  the 
colonists  to  interrupt  their  labors  during  the  ex- 
treme heat  of  the  summer,  and  thus  recruit  their 
wasted  strength. 
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the  woods  multiplied  into  a  thousand  echoes, 
filled  them  with  alarm.  They  threw  down  their 
arms,  and  made  professions  of  peace,  which  was 
ratified  by  an  exchange  of  hostages.  They  now 
treated  the  English  with  great  kindness,  and  frank- 
ly told  them  that  they  had  been  commanded  to 
lie  in  wait  for  them,  and  cut  them  off,  by  Pow- 
hatan, who  had  been  informed  of  the  expedition, 
and  incited  to  take  this  step,  by  some  discon- 
tented spirits  at  Jamestown,  because  Captain 
Smith  obliged  them  to  stay  in  the  country  against 
their  will.  Thb  fact  alone  will  give  the  reader 
some  notion  of  the  infamy  and  worthlessness  of 
some  of  the  colonists. 

They  were  conducted  by  Japazaws,  the  chief 
of  the  Indians  in  that  part,  to  a  mine,  of  which 
they  had  heard  a  good  deal,  upon  one  of  the 
tributary  streams  of  tlie  Potomac.  It  produced 
a  substance  like  antimony,  which  the  Indians, 
after  having  washed  it  and  put  it  up  in  bags,  used 
to  paint  themselves  and  their  idols  with.  It 
made  '^them  look  like  Blackamoors  duisted  over 
with  silver."  Newport  had  carried  some  of  these 
bags  to  England,  and  i*eported  that  the  substance 
they  contained  was  half  silver.  They  reached 
the  mine,  and  brought  back  as  much  of  its  pro- 
duct as  they  could  carry,  which  proved  in  the 
end  to  be  of  no  value.  No  mineral  treasures 
at  all  were  found,  but  they  collected  some  furs. 
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The  Indians  whom  they  met,  generously  sup- 
plied them  with  the  flesh  of  animals.  They 
frequently  found  the  waters  alive  with^  innumer* 
able  fish,  and  not  having  any  net,  as  their  bark 
was  sailing  among  them,  they  attempted  to  catch 
them  with  a  frying-pan,  "  but,"  the  narrative 
gravely,  adds,  ^^  we  found  it  a  bad  instrument  to 
catch  £sh  with." 

They  exploced  the  Poton)ac  as  far  as  their 
bark  would  go,  and  then  returned.  Though  they 
frequently  were  exposed  to  danger  from  the  open 
or  treacherous  assaults  of  the  savages.  Captain 
Smith's  resolute  conduct  always  averted  it.  He 
io variably  met  them  with  great  boldness ;  and,  if 
they  were  desirous  of  peace,  he  would  demand 
their  weapons  and  some  of  their  children,  as  sure- 
ties for  their  good  faith,  and  by  their  refusal  or 
compliance  he  learned  in  what  light  to  consider 
them  and  what  measures  to  take  with  them. 
.  Desiring  before  his  return  to  visit  the  Indians 
whom  he  had  known  in  his  captivity,  he  enter- 
ed the  mouth  of  the  river  Rappahannoc,  where, 
at  low  tide,  their  boat  ran  aground.  While  they 
were  waiting  for  the  flood,  tbey  occupied  them- 
selves in  sticking  with  the  points  of  their  swords 
the  fishes,  which  were  left  upon  the  flats  in 
sui^h  numbers,  that  they  took  in  this  way  more 
in  an  hour  than  they  could  eat  in  a  day.  Cap- 
tain Smith,  in  taking  from  the  point  of  his  sword 
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a  stingrojff  (which  is  described  in  the  narrattve 
as  "  being  much  b  the  fashion  of  a  thcknback/' 
but  with  ^'  a  long  tail  like  a  riding-rod,t  wheieon 
the  midst  is  a  most  poisoned  sting,  of  two  or 
three  inches  long,  bearded  like  a  saw  on  each 
side/')  was  wounded'  by  its  sharp  thorn,  to  the 
depth  of  an  inch  and  a  half,  in  the  wrist.  The 
wound,  though  it  drew  no  blood,  became  ex-' 
tfemely  painful ;  and  m  a  few  hours  his  arm  and 
shoulder  were  so  much  swollen,  that  his  com- 
panions concluded  his  death  was  at  hand,  and 
were  so  ocHifident  of  it,  that  with  heavy  hearts 
they  dug  his  grave  in  an  island  hard  by.  But 
by  the  timely  application  of  a  ^^  precious  6il ''  by 
Dr.  Russell,  after  the  wound  had  been  probed, 
he  recovered  from  the  ill  eflfects  of  it  so  quickly, 
that  he  was  able  to  take  his  revenge  upon  the 
fish  by  eating  a  piece  of  it  fi^r  his  supper.  The 
place,  where  thb  accident  occurred,  was  named 
in  consequence  of  it  Stingray  Point,  as  it  is  still 
called. 

They  returned  to  Jamestown  on  the  21st 
of  July.  By  way  of  frolic,  they  dbguised  their 
boat  with  painted  streamers  in  such  a  way,  that 
they  were  mistaken  by  the  colonists  for  a  Spanish 
frigate,  to  their -no  small  consternation.  Smith 
found  that  his  absence  had  been  attended  with 
its  usual  ^  ill  consequences.  All  those  who  had 
lately  coip^  over  were  sick';   and  the  whole  com 
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panj  were  spiritless,  discoDteDted,  and  full  of  in- 
dignation against  their  sel&h  and  inefficient  Pres- 
ident; who,  instead  of  actively  mingling  in  .the 
interests  of  the  colonists,  and  sharing  their  toib 
and  privations,  had  been  living  in  abundance  up- 
on the  public  stores,  and  was  building  for  him- 
self a  pleasant  r^reat  in  the  woods,  where  his 
ear  might  not  be  pained  bjr  murmurs  and  com- 
plaints. 

They  were  somewhat  comlbrted  by  the  ac- 
counts of  the  expedition,  and  (what  now  cannot 
be  read  without  a  sm3e)  by  *'  the  good  hope  we 
bad  by  the  savages'  relation,  that  our  bay  had 
stretched  into  the  South  Sea  or  somewhat  near 
It/'  They  would  not  hear,  however,  of  Rat- 
cliflfe's  continuing  in  the  oflSpe  of  President,  hot 
insisted  upon  hk  being  deposed,  which  was  ac- 
cordingly done,  and  Smith  chosen  in  his  place ; 
by  which  he  was  invested  with  the  title  and 
badges  of  a  station,  the  substantial  authority  of 
which  be  bad  long  enjoyed.  Being  about  to  de- 
part upon  another  expedit:on,  he  appointed  Mr. 
Scrivener,  his  deputy,  who  at  ^at  time  was  sick 
with  a  fever.  This  deputy  distributed  impartially 
the  puUic  stores  which  Ratcliffei  had  engrossed, 
and  made  such  arrangements  as  would  enable  the 
colonists  to  interrupt  their  labors  during  the  ex- 
treme heat  of  the  summer,^  and  thus  recruit  their 
wasted  strength. 


flS4  AMKmiCAV     BIOCKAPHT. 


Captain  South  senniDed  M  home  but  three 
iKftf  and  oo  the  24ih  of  July  set  out  on  anotb- 
cr  e%.jianDg  ezpedbion  aooomponied  bj  twelve 
men.  They  were  detained  two  or  three,  days 
at  Keconghtan  (Hampton)  by  contrary  winds^ 
where  they  were  hospiuUy  enteitained  by  the 
Indiana.  At  night  they  discharged  a  few  rockets 
into  the  aif,  which  greatly  alarmed  their  ample 
hosts.  The  first  night  of  their  voyage  tbey  an- 
diored  at  Stingray  Pomt,  and  the  next  day,  cross- 
ing the  Potomac  at  its  mouth,  they  hastened 
on  to  the  river  Bduis  (Patapsco).  They  pro- 
ceeded onwards  to  the  head  of  the  bay,  which 
ended  b  four  streams,  all  of  which  they  explor- 
ed as  far  as  their  boat  would  carry  them.  Two 
of  them  they  found  with  inhabitants  on  their 
banks,  namely  the  Susquesahanoc  (Susquehanna) 
and  Tockwogb,  since  called  Sassafras.  In  cross- 
ing the  bay  they  met  seven  or  eight  canoes  full 
of  Massawomecs.  These  were  a  great  and  pow- 
erful nation  dwelling  far  to  the  north,  of  whom 
Captain  Smiths  had  beard  a  great  deal  among 
Powhatan's  people.  -  They  were  a  gjreat  terror 
to  the  tribes  living  on  the  Chesapeake  Bay,  with 
whom  they  were  almost  constandy  at  war.  * 


"^  The  Massawomecs  are  supposed  to  have  been  the 
great  Northern  Coofederacy,  called  by  the  French,  the 
Iroquois,  and  by  the   English,  The  Five^  Nations,  and 
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They  prepared  at  first  to  assault  the  English, 
which  might  have  heen  attended  with  fatal  con- 
sequences to.  the  whole  company,  as  they  had 
but  six  men  who  could  stand  upon  their  feet, 
the  rest  being  disabled  by  sickness.  By  putting 
upon  sticks  the  hats  of  the  sick  and  stationing 
between  every  two  sticks  a  man  with  two  mus- 
kets/ they  contrived  to  multiply  their  apparent 
strength, , so  that  the  Indians  paddled  swiftly  to 
the  shore.  They  were  followed,  and  with  some 
difficulty  persuaded  to  go  on  board  the  barge, 
where  presents  were  interchanged.  By  signs 
they  intimated  that  they  were  at  war  with  the 
Indians  dwelling  on  the  river  Tockwogh;  and 
the  fresh  and  bleeding  wounds  upon  some  of 
them  showed  that  there  had  been  a  recent  bat* 
tie. 

The  next  day,  on  entering  the  river  Tock- 
wogh, they  were  surrounded  with  a  fleet  of  canoes 
filled  with  armed  men.  On  seeing  the  weapons 
of  the  Massawomecs  in  the .  hands  of  the  Eng- 
lish, (which  they  had  received  as  presents, .  but 
which,  sacrificing  truth  to  policy,  they  gave  the 
Indians  to  understand  had  been  taken  in  batde,) 

afterwards,  The  Six  Nations ;  whose  seat  was  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  but  whose  conquests  were  extend- 
ed so  far,  that  they  have  been  called  the  Romans  of 
America.  —  SWtt,  p.  67 ;  EncycloptBdia  Americana,  Art. 

Iroquoia, 

A  A 
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tbej  led  them  in  triumph  to  their  viUage  and  en- 
tertuned  them  hospitably.  They  saw  among 
this  people  hatchets^  knives,  and  pieces  of  iron' 
and  brass,  which,  they  said,  were  obtained  fiv>m 
the  Sosquesahanocs,  a  mighty  nation,  who  dwelt 
upon  the  river  of  the  same  name,  two  days' 
joiiraey  above  the  Falls,  and  who  were  mortal 
enemies  of  the  Massawomecs.  Captain  Smith 
prevailed  upon  them  to  send  an  embassy  to  this 
people  inviting  them  to  come  and  see  him  ;  which 
was  accordingly  done,  and,  in  three  or  four  days, 
sixty  of  them  came  down  with  presents  of  various 
kinds* 

Captain  Smith  has  spoken  of  these  Susquesa- 
hanocs  in  terms  which  would  lead  one  to  sup* 
pose  that  he  borrowed  more  fiom  imagination 
than  memory  in  his  description,  and  that  his  ro- 
mantic fancy  and  ardent  temperament  made  him, 
perhaps  unconsciously^  exaggerate  the  sober  truth. 
He  speaks  of  them  as  a  race  of  giants,  "  -and, 
for  their  language,  it  may  well  beseem  their 
proportions,  sounding  from  them  as  a  voice  in 
a  vault."  Their  clothing  was  the  skins  of  bears 
and  wolves,  with  the  paws,  the  ears,  and  the  head 
disponed  in  such  a  way,  as  to  make  it  at  once 
more  picturesque  and  terrible.  "On©  hitd  the 
head  of  a  wolf  hanging  in  a  chain  for  a  jewel,  his 
tobacco-pipe  tliree  quarters  of  a  yard  long,  pret- 
tily carved  with  a  bird,  a  deer,  or  some  such  de- 
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vice  at  the  great  end,  sufficient  to  beat  out  one's 
brains ;  with  bows,  arrows,  and  clubs,  suitable  to 
their  greatness/'  To  those  who  have  since  seen 
this  gigantic  people,  with  the  unassisted  eye  of 
reason,  they  have  dwindled  to  the  common  pro^ 
portions  of  mankind. 

Their  tribe  was  a  numerous  one,  mustering  six 
hundred  fighting  men.  They  dwelt  in  palisadoed 
towns  to  defend  themselves  against  the  Massa- 
womecs,  their  deadly  foes.  In  their  manners 
they  were  mild  and  simple,  and  knew  nothing 
of  Powhatan  or  bis  people  except  by  name. 
They  informed  the  English,  that  their  hatchets 
and  other  commodities  came  from  the  French 
in  Canada.  They  looked  upon  the  English  as 
beings  of  an  order  superior  to  men,  and  for  Cap- 
tain Smith  their  veneration  was  unbounded*  An 
incident  is  related  by  the  narrator  of  the  progress 
of  this  expedition,  which  shows  at  once  the  piety 
of  Captain  Smith,  and  that  natural  instinct  of  re- 
ligion which  dwells  alike  in  the  breast  of  the  hea- 
then and  the  Christian,  the  savage  and  the  civil- 
ized man.  ^'  Our  order  was  daily  to  have  prayer 
with  a  psalm,  at  which  solemnities  the  poor  sav- 
ages niucb  wondered ;  our  prayers  being  done,  a 
while  they  were  busied  with  a  consultation  till 
ihey  had  contrived  their  business.  Then  they 
began  in  a  most  passionate  manner  to  hold  up 
th^r  bands  to  the  sun,  with  a  most  fearful  song; 
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Iheo  embracing  our  Captain,  they  begam  to : 
him  in  like  manner;  though  he  rebuked  thony 
yet  they  proceeded  till  their  song  wa3  finidied.'' 
They  afterwards  invested  him  with  the  office  of 
a  chiefi  loaded  him  with  presents,  and  invited  tint 
to  come  and  aid  them  against  the  Massawomecs. 

Leaving  these  kind  and  fiiendly  strangers,  they 
returned  down  the  bay,  to  the  Rappahannoc^  ex- 
ploring every  inlet  and  river  of  any  consequence, 
and  giving  to  the  various  capes  and  headlands  the 
names  of  members  of  the  company  or  of  their 
friends.  At  the  extreme  points  to  which  they 
explored  the  several  rivers,  they  cut  crosses  in 
the  bark  of  trees,  and  in  some  places  bored  holes 
in  them,  wherein  they  deposited  notes,  and,  in 
some  cases,  braiea  crosses,  to  signify  that  the 
Englbh  had  been  there. 

In  passing  up  the  river  Rappahannoc,  they 
were  kindly  entertained  by  a  tribe  of  Indians 
called  the  Mbraughtacunds.  They  met  there  an 
Indian  named  Mosco,  who  is  styled  an  ^^old 
friend,"  though  we  hear  of  him  now  for  the  first 
time.  They  had  probably  seen  him  on  their  for- 
mer expedition.  They  supposed  him  to  be  the  son 
of  some  Frenchman,  because,  unlike  every  other 
Indian  whom  they  had  seen,  he  had  a  busby  Uack 
beard.  He  was  not  a  little  proud  of  this  distinc- 
tion, and  called  the  Englishmen  ''his  country- 
men."    He  devoted  himself  to  them  with  great 
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tt8siduit|r  and  uniform  kindness.  He  advised  tbem 
not  to  visit  the  Rappahann^es,  who  lived  higb*' 
er  up  the  river,  as  they  would  endeavor  to  kill 
them  for  being  the  friends  of  the  Motraiighta- 
cunds,  who  had  lately  stolen  three  of  their  chiefs 
women* 

Captain  Smith,  thinking  that  this  was  merely 
an  artifice  to  secure  a  profitable  trade  to  his  own 
friends,  disregarded  his  counsels;  but  the  event 
proved  that  ^  he  was  right.  Under  pretence  of 
trade,  the  English  were  decoyed  by  them  into  a 
creek,  where  an  ambuscade  was  prepared  for 
them.  A  skirmish  took  place  in  which  the  Rap- 
pahannocs  had  many  killed  and  wounded,  but 
none  of  the  English  were  hurt.  They  took  three 
or  four  canoes,  which  they  presented  to  Mosco  in 
requital  of  his  kindness. 

Before  proceeding  any  further,,  they  employed 
themselves  in  surrounding  their  boat  with  a  sort 
of  bulwaik,  made  of  the  targets,  which  they  had 
received  from  the  Massawomecs,  and  which  they 
had  found  a  great  prote<^ion  against  the  arrows 
of  the  Rappahannocs.  They  were  made  of  smaH 
twigs,  woven  together  with  strings  of  wild  hemp 
and  silk-grass,^  so  firmly  and  compactly  as  to  make 
them  perfectly  arrow-proof.  Their  virtue  was 
soon  put  to  the  test ;  for  on  the  next  day  they  re- 
ceived a  volley,  while  they  were  in  a  narrow  part 
of  the  river,  bom  thirty  or-  forty  Rappahannocs, 

Aa2 
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with 

Sat  bushes 
Thdr  anows,  how- 
Mi  fattinkss 


br  tfe  rest  oC  the 
Wbie  ikej  w«re  up- 

He  had  home  ao 
die  fint,  behaving 
vaiiandy*  aad  iadastiiouslj." 
Hl:^  »atiiiis  wise  omseiL  vita  appropdate  honors, 
gn  Z!ti  srcn  ^^  a  snail  imw,  which  they  called 
bv  11$  wuK..  T!k  ocao'  nwBilifi^  of  the  expe* 
amua*  vbu  iiait  iudor  ail  of  tbeaa  been  mofe  or 
!«j:5^  jKk^  Oaiii  aov  mewmJ  thek  heaUu 

Ka^*o^  stueu  up  »  Rappahannoc  as  &r  as 
cs«»r  bufk  wQUid  cafty  ibemx  they  set  op  crosses 
and  coffM  cii»r  aames  upon  the  baik  of  trees, 
;!»  tfisuaL  Waxl^s  (oey  vere  lambEog  about  the 
Filis^  they  viere  suddenly  attained  by  about  a 
huacred  LrciaiK^  wbo>  in  their  ine§Qhr  mode  of 
vamre>  k«pc  ifartm^  about  ironi  tree  to  treei 
eootittuaiiy  <&charv^  anows,  but  with  no  effect. 
la  about  half  an  hour  they  retreated  as  sudden* 
\y  as  they  approached.  As  the  Eoglish  returned 
fiom  pursuing  them  they  found  one  of  their  num- 
ber lying  upon  the  ground,  having  been  wounded 
in  the  knee  with  a  bullet.  Mosco,  who  had  be* 
^  with  great  courage  in  the  skirmish,  showed. 
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at  the  sight  of  him,  the  unrelenting  cruelty  of  his 
race  ;  for,  says  the  narrative,  with  more  force  than 
elegance,  ^^  never  was  dog  more  furious  against 
a  bear^  than  Mosco  was  to  have  beat  out  his 
brains."c  But  he  ^as  rescued  fiom  this  violence^ 
and,  bis  wounds  having  been  dressed  by  the  sur- 
geon, be  was  in  an  hour  so  far  recovered  as  to  be 
able  to  eat  and  speak.  By  the  aid  of  Mosco,  they 
learned  from  him  that  he  was  the  brother  of  the 
chief  of  the  tribe  of  Hassininga,  one  of  the  ibur 
which  made  up  the  nation  of  the  Mannabocs, 
When  asked  why  his  people  attacked  the  Eng- 
lish, who  came  to  them  with  both  the  intentions 
and  the  appearance  of  friends,  he  said,  that  they 
had  heard  that  the  English  were  a  nation  come 
from  under  the  world  to  take  their,  world  from 
them.  Being  further  asked  how  many  worlds 
be  knew,  he  answered,  that  he  knew  of  none 
but  that  which  was  und^r  the  sky  that  covered 
him,  whose  sde  inhabitants  were,  besidies  his 
own  nation,  the  Powhatans,  the  Monacans,  and 
the  Massawomecs.  To  the  inquiry,  what  there 
was  ^beyond  the  mountains,  he  replied,  the  sun. 
They  made  him  many  presents  and  persuaded 
him  to  accompany  them. 

At  night  they  set  sail  and  proceeded  down  the 
river.  They  were  presently  followed  by  the 
Mannabocs  on  the  banks,  who  kept  discharging 
arrows  at  the  boat  and  yelling  and  shrieking  so 


i: 

PB  abkto 

ijiidf^  tiK  y^a^gg  kad  tiiiMiil  him ;  ^nt  he  hii 
vwn  vrnmaBisc  hb  idwrtr  if  they  ^loold  he  fnend- 
7  mt  tiaa  a^  id  injunng  the  stno^os  at  al 
9  r.i  'jMsc  inferior  weapons,  it  vne  quite  out  of  the 
qrMi^jrjsi.  Eaeaanged  for  then  suoMeals,  they 
bufig  their  bom  and  juriuw^  upon  the  trees,  and 
two  of  tbeoi,  withom  saqnan,  swam  to  the  bark, 
briogmg  the  ooe  a  bow  and  the  odier  a  ^vk  of 
arrows,  which  they  presented  id  Captain  Smith  in 
token  of  nibnoBian.  He  reoaved  them  veiy 
kindly,  and  told  them  that,  if  the  dnefe  ct  their 
four  tribes  would  sobimt  to  Um,  that  the  great 
King,  wboae  sutgect  he  was,  woold  be  their 
friend.  This  was  immediately  assented  to ;  and, 
on  going  asbore  on  a  low,  jutdng  point  of  land, 
the  four  chieft  came  and  received  their  coun- 
tryman, Amorolec.  They  wondered  at  eveiy 
thing  belonging  to  the  English,  and  mistook  their 
pistols  for  pipes.  After  giving  and  receiving 
many  presents,  the  English  took  their  departure, 
leaving  four  or  6ve  hundred  Indians  singing,  4anG- 
ing,  and  making  meny. 
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:z:ysi     Qn  their  return,  tbey  visited  tfaw  firiencb  the 

2F'  rr-^oraughtacunds,  wh6  were  desirous  that  Captain 

:  nimith  should  make  peace  with   the  Rappalian* 

"- is^KicSfBS  be  had  done  with  the  Mannahocs.     Thb 

'  rr  DBciBc  counsel,  so  foreign  to  the  Indian  cbarac- 

:.  rrter,  was  probably  given,  that  they  themselves 

[r  ::  might  be  more  secure,  as  tbey  were   generally 

:;.'- understood  to  be  the  friends  and  allies  of  the 

I-  rr  Eoglish.     Captain  Smith  told  them  that  he  was 

z  ^  ready  to  make  peace,  but  that,  as  the  Rappahan- 

s:^  noes  had  twice  assaulted  him  without  any  prov- 

c  : '  ocation,  and  when  he  came  with  the  most  friendly 

c:     intentions,  he  should  exact  -certain  condilions  from 

r  '   them.     These  Nfeere,  that  they  should  present  him 

;^:    with  the  bow  and  arrows  of  their  chief,  in  token 

5    of  submission,  that  they  should  never  come  armed 

:;     into  his  presence,  that  they  should  make  peace 

:     with  the  Moraughtacunds  and  give  up  their  diief  s 

^  son,  to  be  a  hostage  and  a  security  ibr  the  per* 

(      Ibrmance  of  the  stipulated  temis* 

I  A  message  was  sent  to  the  chief  of  the  Rap* 

»       pahannocs,  who  aocepted  all  the  conditions  ex« 

'       cept  the  last,  saying  that  be  hiid  but  cine  son  and 

could  not  live  Without  liim,  a  atrrnig  instance  of 

aflbction,  in  one  of  a  race,  which  has  generally 

been  supposed  to  be   peculiarly   devoid  of  the 

finer  sensibilities  of  the  heart.     He  oftred,  i»- 

stead  of  his  ison,  to  give  up  the  three  women 

whom  the  Moraughtacunds  had  stolen  from  him, 

V0I-.  nl  18 
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whicli  proposition  was  accepted.  The  women 
being  brought  before  Captain  Smith,  he  presented 
each  of  them  with  a  chain  of  beads.  He  then 
pemutted  the  chief  of  the  Rappahannocs  to 
choose,  from  the  three,  the  one  whom  he  prefer- 
red ;  to  the  chief  of  the  Moraughtacunds  he  gave 
the  next  choice;  and  the  remaining  woman  he 
gaTC  to  Mosco  ;  an  arrangement  which  was  satis- 
factory to  all  parties.  The  triple  peace  was  con- 
cluded with  great  rejoicings  of  men,  women,  and 
children,  of  whom  no  less  than  six  or  seven  hun- 
dred were  assembled.  Mosco,  to  express  his  love 
for  the  English,  changed  his  name  to  Uttasan- 
tough,  which  means  stranger^  the  word  by  which 
they  were  called. 

On  departmg  from  the  Rappahannoc^  they  ex- 
plored the  Piankatank  as  far  as  it  was  naviga- 
ble, and  steered  for  home.  While  they  were  in 
the  bay,  a  few  miles  south  of  York  River,  they 
were  surprised  in  the  night  with  •  so  violent  a 
storm  of  rain,  attended  with  thunder  and  light- 
ning, that  they  gave  themselves  up  for  lost,  but 
were  enabled  finally  to  reach  Point  Comfort.  As 
they  had  discovered  so  many  nations  at  a  dis- 
tance, they  thought  it  would  be  hardly  consistent 
for  them  to  return  home,  without  visiting  their 
neighbors,  the  Chesapeakes  and  Nansertionds,  of 
whom  as  yet  they  had  oply  heard.  Therefore 
they  set  sail  for  the  southern  shore, 'a(nd  went  up 
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tt  narrow  Hirer,  then  '^called  the  Chesapeake  but 
since  Elizabeth,  on  which  Norfolk  stands.  They 
sailed  six  or  seven '  miles,  but  seeing  no  living 
beings,  though  they  observed  signs  of  habitation, 
they  returned.  Having  coasted  along  the  shore 
to  the  mouth  of  the  Nansemond,  they  perceived 
there  six  or  seven  Indians  mending  their  weirs 
for  fishing,  who  fled  at  the  sight  of  the  English. 
They  went  on  shore  and  left  some  toys  in  the 
place,  where  the  Indians  had  been  working,  and 
returned  to  their  boat.  They  had  not  gone  far, 
before  the  Indians  returned,  and  began  to  sing  and 
dance  and  call  them  back.  One  of  them  came 
into  the  boat  of  his  own  accord,  and  invited  them 
to  his  house,  which  was  a  few  miles  up  the  river. 
Thi?  invitation  they  accepted  and  sailed  six  or 
seven  miles,  the  other  tndian3  accompanying 
them,  running  on  the  banks.  They  saw  on  the 
western  shore  large  corn-fields,  and  in  the  midst 
of  the  river  an  bland,  upon  which  was  situated 
the  house  of  the  Indian  who  was  with  them,  and 
which  was  also  thickly  covered  with  com.  ^he 
Indian  treated,  them  kindly,  and  showed  them 
his  wife  and  children,  to  whom  they  made  suita- 
ble presents.  The  other  Indians  invited  them 
further  up  the  river  to  their  houses,  and  accom- 
panied them  for  some  distance  in  a  canoe. 

Some  suspicious  circumstances  in  their  deport- 
ment led  the  English  to  apprehend  that  all  was 
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not  rights  and  to  provide  for  the  worst,  espectally 
when  they  perceived  that  they  were  followed  by 
8ev«o  or  eight  canoes  full  of  armed  meiK  They 
were  not  long  left  m  suspense,  for  they  mete 
suddenly  attacked  by  two  or  three  hundred  men, 
from  each  »de  of  the  river,  who  discharged  ar- 
rows at  them  as  fiist  as  they  couM  draw  their 
bows.  Those  in  the  canoes. dso  shot  nt  them; 
but  they  returned  so  galling  a  fire  from  their 
muskets,  that  most  of  them  leaped  overboard,  and 
swam  to  the  shore.  The  English  socm  fell  down 
the  stream,  dU  diey  reached  a  pdstUon,  where  the 
arrows  of  the  Indians  could  not  touch  them,  but 
which  was  widiin  nradcet-shot  of  their  foes,  and 
a  few  discharges  made  them  retire  behind  the 
trees.  The  English  then  seized  upcm  their  de- 
serted canoes,  and  moored  them  in  the  stream. 
Though  they  had  received  more  than  a  hundred 
arrows  in  tlienr  targets,  and  about  the  boat,  no 
one  was  hurt.  They  determined  to  punish  the 
treactierous  Indians, -by  burning  every  thing  upon 
the  island  at  night,  and  in  the  mean  time  began 
to  demoKsh  their  canoes.  At  the  sight  of  this, 
those  on  shore  threw  down  their  arms  and  sued 
for  peace;  which  was  granted  on  condition  that 
they  woaU  bring  their  (^ef'45  bow  and  arrows 
and  a  chain  of  peaii,  and  four  hundred  baskets 
of  com,  otherwise  tbeir  canoes  should  be  destroy- 
ed .and  tinir  iMMses  burnt.    These  conditicHis  4hey 
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assented  to,  and  loaded  the  boat  with  com  as  full 
as  it  would  hold,  with  which  the  English  departed, 
and  arrived  at  Jamestown  without  any  further  ad- 
venture, on  the  7lh  of  September,  1608. 

In  these  two  expeditions  Captain  Smith  was 
absent  a  little  over  three -months,  exceptiiig  an 
interval  of  three  days  which  was  spent  at  James- 
town ;  and  he  had  sailed,  upon  his  own  compu- 
tation/ about  three  thousand  miles.  It  was  an 
enterprise  of  gneat  difficulty  and  considerable  haz- 
ard, and  its  complete  success  is  to  be  ascribed 
to  his  remarkable  personal  qualities.  Hi&  inter- 
course with  the  natives  required  tbe  exenase  of 
the  greatest  firmness,  address,  and  self-command ; 
while,  in  the  management  of  his  own  company, 
authority  and  persuasive  influence  were  to  be  min- 
gled with  the  nicest  tact.  He  was  obliged  to 
overawe  the  refractory,  to  encourage  the  sick  and 
drooping,  to  enliven  the  desponding,  and  to  in- 
fuse his  own  adventurous  and  enterprising  spirit 
into  the  indolent  and  timid.  He  explored  the 
whole  of  the  Chesapeake  JBay,  and  of  the  coun- 
try lying  upon  its  banks,  and  constructed  a  map 
of  it,  which  is  very  accurate,  taking  all  circum- 
stances  into  consideration. 


Bb 
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thes  embradng  our  Captain,  ifaey  began  to  adore 
hnn  in  like  manner;  though  he  rebuked  them, 
yet  they  proceeded  till  their  song  was  finished.'' 
They  afterwards  invested  him  with  the  office  of 
a  chiefi  loaded  him  with  presents,  and  invited  him 
to  come  and  aid  them  against  the  Massawomecs. 

Leaving  these  kind  and  friendly  strangers,  they 
returned  down  the  bay,  to  the  Rappahannoc^  eH' 
ploring  every  inlet  and  river  of  any  consequence, 
and  giving  to  the  various  capes  and  headlands  the 
names  of  members  of  the  company  or  of  their 
friends.  At  the  extreme  points  to  which  they 
explored  the  several  rivers,  they  cut  crosses  in 
the  bark  of  trees,  and  in  some  places  bored  holes 
in  them,  wherein  they  deposited  notes,  and,  in 
some  cases,  braxea  crosses,  to  signify  that  the 
English  had.  been  there. 

In  passmg  up  the  river  Rappahannoc,  they 
were  kindly  entertained  by  a  tribe  of  Indians 
called  the  Morau^htacunds.  They  met  there  an 
Indian  named  Mosco,  who  is  styled  an  ^'  old 
friend,"  though  we  hear  of  him  now  for  the  first 
time.  They  had  probably  seen  him  on  their  for- 
mer expedition.  They  supposed  him  to  be  the  son 
of  some  Frenchman,  because,  unlike  every  other 
Indian  whom  they  had  seen,  he  had  a  bushy  Uack 
beard.  He  was  not  a  little  proud  of  this  distinc- 
tion, and  called  the  Englishmen  '^  his  country- 
men."    He  devoted  himself  to  them  with  great 
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ft8siduit|r  and  uniform  kindness.  He  advised  them 
not  to  visit  the  Rappahann^cs,  who  lived  higb*- 
er  up  the  river,  as  they  would  endeavor  to  kill 
them  for  being  the  fiiends  of  the  Moraughta- 
cunds,  who  had  lately  stolen  three  of  their  chiefs 
women » 

Captain  Smith,  thinking  that  this  was  merely 
an  utifice  to  secure  a  profitable  trade  to  his  own 
friends,  disregarded  his  counsels;  but  the  event 
proved  that  ^  he  was  right.  Under  pretence  of 
trade,  the  English  were  decoyed  by  them  into  a  , 
creek,  where  an  ambuscade  was  prepared  for 
them.  A  skirmish  took  place  in  which  the  I^ap- 
pahannocs  had  many  killed  and  wounded,  but 
none  of  the  English  were  hurt.  They  took  three 
or  four  canoes,  which  they  presented  to  Mosco  in 
requital  of  his  kindness. 

Before  proceeding  any  fiirtfaer,.  they  employed 
themselves  in  surrounding  their  boat  with  a  sort 
of  bulwaik,  made  of  the  targets,  which  they  had 
received  from  the  Massawomecs,  and  which  they 
bad  found  a  great  protection  against  the  arrows 
of  the  Rappahannocs.  They  were  made  of  small 
twigs,  woven  together  with  strings  of  wild  hemp 
and  silk-grass,  so  firmly  and  compactly  as  to  make 
them  perfectly  arrow-proof.  Their  virtue  was 
soon  put  to  the  test ;  for  on  the  next  day  they  re- 
ceived a  volley,  while  they  were  in  a  narrow  part 
of  the  river,  finom  thirty  or-  forty  Rappahannocs, 

Aa2 
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theo  embradng  our  Captoin,  Aey  began  to  aiow 
him  in  like  maniMV ;  though  he  rebuked  tbem, 
yet  they  proceeded  till  their  song  ww  finished." 
They  afterwards  invested  him  with  the  office  of 
a  chief,  loaded  him  with  presents,  and  invited  him 
to  come  and  aid  them  against  the  Massawomecs. 

Leaving  these  kind  and  friendly  strangers,  they 
returned  down  the  bay,  to  the  Rappahannoc,ej- 
pbring  every  inlet  and  river  of  any  consequence, 
and  giving  to  the  various  capes  and  headlands  the 
names  of  members  of  the  company  or  of  their 
friends.  At  the  extreme  points  to  which  they 
explored  the  several  rivers,  they  cut  crosses  lo 
the  bark  of  trees,  and  m  some  places  bored  hole 
in  them,  wherein  they  deposited  notes,  and,  » 
some  cases,  braxea  crosses,  to  signify  tpa 
English  had.  been  there.  , 

In   passmg  up  the   river  Rappahannoc,  they 
were   kindly  entertained  by  a  tribe  of  Ma 
called  the  Moraughtacunds.    They  met  thereto 
Indian  named  Mosco,   who    is  styled  an 
friend,"  though  we  hear  of  him  now  for  the 
time.     They  had  probably  seen  him  on  their  ^ 
mer  expedition.    They  supposed  him  to  be  tbe^^^ 
of  some  Frenchman,  because,  unlike  ^^^^  ^^i^ 
Indian  whom  they  had  seen,  he  bad  a  busoy 
beard.     He  was  not  a  little  proud  of  this  e 
tion,  and  called  the   Englishmen  ''hk  coon; 
men."     He  devoted  himself  to  them  wiUi  ^ 


^      w      *  ^ho  klr  ^'^  fe-^  .^^  ^^'^E 

^^fe-jr'a^^'"^  •^  <-*  -i". 

;.  «^J-^^:^^'^'°*— 
had  f.       **H»   w**»«  tage«5,wlucl»  they  bad 

°^''  'S^j  ^oven  tff%«r.*»ir^         ^!lw^ir  1*^?*^  made  ol  sm** 

'^         ^'^  »a«l^  ^^   ^,^  of  wiW  hemp 


they  led  the 
tertaiDed   them 
this  people   liai/ 
and  hrMS,  wf 

the  Susquesat. 
upon   the   river 
jouraey  above  tl 
enemies   of  the 
prevailed  upoo  t 
people  inviting  tfu 
was  accordingly  -i 
sixty  of  them  cm. 
kinds. 

Captain  Smilli 
hiinocs  in   terms 
pose   that   he   l» 
than  memory  iti 
mantic  fancy  ofiV 
perhaps  uncon 
He   speaks  r 
for  theii  Iftn 
proportions, 
a  vault,"     ' 
and  wolves, 
disposed   ir 
more   pictUf 
head  of  a  wgi 
tobacco-pipe  •' 
tily  carved  «    W    ' 


V 


tJAPTAXN      aOHN    SHITS 

J"rtjr  and  uniform  kindness.  He  &dfised  ik^ 
/^^fkf'^^**^  Happahannocs,  who  Hvod  h^j^. 
^P  the  rirer,  as  thejr  would  endeavor  lo  kiU 
^^  for  being:  the  friends  of  the  Monughia* 
^  wio  iiaij  lately  stolen  thn^e  of  iheir  chkjfi 
a, 

tlilnkii]^   that  thb  was  menelf 

A   pcciftable  tnde  to  \\k  own 

mm    cmms^s;  but  the  erent 

ri^Mt^      Under  pretence  of 

by  tbeiii  into  t 

IB    piep&red  for 

t  wVicb  iba  Hup- 

TWy  look  tl^ree 
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fcUowed  bj  a  feut,  «l  which  t|M  good  Captuo 
was  BMcb  aoDoyti*  bf  tke  olfieious  caresses  of 
the  abovementioaed  inaaqiieradiDg  daraseb.  The 
EoglbbfiieD  were  then  condbcted  to  their  lodg- 
bgSy  with  fiiebnnda  calodfid  before  them  instead 
of  toiches. 

The  nest  day  Pbwhatan  arrived,  and  Cap- 
tab  Smith  delivered  to  him  his  message,  deal- 
ing him  to  come  to  Jamestown,  to  receive  the 
presents  from  the  bands  of  his  father.  Captain 
Newport,  and  concert  with  him  plans  for  taking 
revenge  upon  his  enemies  the  Monacaas«  The 
reply  of  the  savage  monarch  is  strikingly  char- 
acteristic of  his  haii^htiness,  self-respect,  and 
bwwledge  of  human  nature.  ^'If  your  Kbg," 
said  he,  <^  have  sent  me  presents,  I  also  am  a 
King  and  this  is  my  land ;  eight  days  I  viU  stay 
to  receive  them.  Your  fath^  is  to  come  to  me, 
not  I  to  him,  nor  yet  to  your  ibrt,  neither  wiB 
I  bite  at  such  a  bait ;  as  for  the  Monacans,  I 
can  revenge  my  own  ibjuries;  for  any  salt  water 
beycHBd  the  mountains,  the  relations  you  have 
bad  from  my  people  are  fake."  At  the  same 
time,  he  drew  upon  the  giound  d  rude  chart 
of  the  countries  of  which  he  spoke.  After 
some  complimentary  discourses,.  Captain  Smith 
took  leave  of  him,  and  carried  his  answer  to 
Jamestown. 
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Whereupon  the  presents  were  sent  round  ly 
water^  tod  Captains  Smith  and  Newport  went 
across  by  land,  with  a  guard  of  6fty  armed  men. 
All  having  met  at  W«fowocomoco,  the  next  day 
was  appointed  for  Powiiatan's  coronatioD.  Thea 
his  presents  were  brought  lo  him,  and  tbe  bason, 
ewer,  bed,  and  fomiture  were  set  up.  His  foar- 
let  cloak  and  suit  were  put  on,  ImiC  not  mtil  be 
bad  been  persuaded  by  Namontack  (the  Indin 
youth  whom  be  had  formerly  presented  lo  New** 
port,*  and  who  had  been  to  England  with  hkn), 
that  there  was  nothing  dangerous  in  them.  They 
had  great  trouble  in  inducing  him  to  kneel  in 
order  to  receive  his  crown.  He  understood 
nothing  of  the  "majesty  or  meaning"  (as  the 
narrative  has  it)  of  a  crown,  nor  of  the  ceremony 
of  bending  the  knee ;  which  obliged  them  to  use 
so  many  arguments  and  so  mucb~  persuasion,  that 
their  patience  was  entirely  worn  out.  They 
{Succeeded  at  last  in  making  him  stoop  a  little 
by  leaning  blird  upon  his  shoulders;  and,  as 
soon  as  the  crown  was  put  upon  his  head,  a 
volley  was  fired  from  the  boats,  at  which  h(^ 
started  up  in  great  af&ight,  t?ll  he  was  informed 
what  it  meant.  What  would  this  sylvan  monarch 
have  said,  if  he  had  witnessed  the  cumbrous  splen- 
dor of  a  modem  coronation  ? 

By  way  of  making  a  proper  acknowledgment 
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of  the  boDon  which  had  been  «bown  to  hhn, 
.he  geoeiously  presented  CaptttA  MewpcMt  with 
hb  mantle  and  old  shoes.  He  endeavored  tQ 
dissaade  the  English  from  their  wild  scheme 
of  exploring  the  inland  country,  and  refused  to 
give  them  men  <Nr  guides  for  that  object,  except 
Namontack.  After  many  civil  speeches  had 
been  exchanged,  he  gave  Newport  a  heap  of 
ears  of  com  containing  seven  or  eight  bushels, 
and  about  as  much  more  was  purchased  in  the 
Tillage,  with,  which  they  returned  to  James- 
town. 

Immediately  after  this,  Captam  Newport  set 
out  upon  his  expedition  of  discovery,  with  a  hun- 
dred and  twenty  chosen  men,  leaving  Captain 
Smith  at  Jamestown  with  eighty  or  ninety  weak 
and  sickly  ones,  to  load  the  ship.  The  enter* 
prise  proved  a  total  failure,  and  its  history  may 
be  told  in  a  very  few  words.  They  proceeded  in 
their  boat  to  the  Falls  of  James  River,  and  then 
went  by  land  about  forty  miles,  through  a  fertile 
and  well-watered  country.  They  discovered  two 
vUlages  of  the  Monacans  on  the  south  side  of  the 
river,  the  inhabitants  of  which  used  them  neither 
well  nor  ill,  but,  by  way  of  security,  they  took 
one  of  their  petty  chiefs  and  led  him  bound  in  or- 
der to  guide  them.  A  journey  of  two  days  and  a 
half  sufficed  to  cool  their  spirit  of  advehture  and  to 
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weary  tbeir  delicate  limbs  so  much,  that  ibef 
turned  akmt  ami 'resumed  their  march  homeward, 
*takinf  vnHot  tbem  some  quantity  of  a  certain 
eadb,  from  which  their  refiner  pretended  to  have 
extracted  silver.  They  arrived  at  Jamestown 
"half  sick,  all  c(»nplaining,  and  tired  with  toil, 
famine,  and  discontent;"  having  gained  nothing 
but  experience.  Every  thing  had  turned  out 
exactly  as  Captain  Smith  had  foretold,  which,  of 
course,  sharpened  the  sting  of  disappointment. 

Captain  Smith,  who  would  allow  no  man  to 
be  idle,  immediately  set  them  all  at  work  ;  some 
in  making  glass;  others  tar,  pitch,  and  potash. 
These  he  left  under  the  care  of  the  coun^ 
ajt  Jamestown,  and  he  himself  took  thirty  men 
about  j5ve  miles  down- the  river,  and  employed 
them  in  cutting  timber  and  making  clapboards. 
Among  these  were  several  young  gentlemen,  who 
had  not  been  used  to  felling  trees  and  sleepmg  on 
the  ground ;  but,  as  there  was  something  exciting 
in  the  employment,  and  their  President  shared  all 
their  toils  and  hardships,  they  soon  became  recon- 
ciled to  their  situation,  '^makmg  it  their  delight  to 
hear  the  -trees  thunder  as  they  fell."  But  the 
axe  frequently  blistered  their  tender  fingers,  so 
that  '^many  times  every  third  blow  had  a  loud 
oath  to  drown  the  echo."  To  correct  this  evil 
habit,  the  President  contrived  an  ingenious  and 
efiectual  remedy,  which  operated  without  any  loss 


€f  good  bomor  oo  the  part  of  the  ofiendeis.  He 
bftd  a  regiBter  kept  of  the  mimber  of  oaths  eveijr 
man  utteied  b  the  eoune  of  the  day,  aad  at  nig^t, 
lie  ordered  the  same  mimber  of  cans  of  water  to 
be  poured  down  bis  sleeve.  The  cossequence 
was,  dMt  there  was  hanUy  an  oath  to  be  heard  in 
a  week.  The  writer  of  the  nanative  says,  that 
though  these  thirty  gentlemen,  who  worked  with 
spirit  and  from  choice,  woidd  accorojdbh  more 
than  a  hundred  who  must  be  driven  to  it,  yet 
twenty  good  stout  workmen  woidd  do  mere  than 
alL 

Captun  Smidi,  on  his  return  to  Jamestown, 
finding  ^at  mueh  time  had  been  unprafitably 
spentj  and  that  their*  piminons  were  rannii;^  k)W, 
resolved  to.  go  in  search  of  com  among  the  In- 
dians. He  went  up  tbe  river  Ghickafaominy,  in 
two  barges  with  eighteen  men,  leaving  orders  £)r 
lieutenant  Percy  to  follow  Urn.  He  foond  the 
Indians  surly  md  disobiigmg,  who,  though  they 
knew  hb  wants,  refused  to  trade,  with  many  con^ 
temptuous  expressions.  Immediately  changing 
his  tone,  and  appearing  no  long^  m  the  attitude 
of  a  petitioner  for  food,  he  told  them  that  bis  pur- 
pose was  to  avenge  his  own  impnsonment,  and 
the  death  of  hb  countrymen  whom  tbey  bad  slain. 
He  then  landed  his  men  and  drew'  them  up  in 
military  order.  This  spirited  condint  produced 
a  sudden  change  of  opinion  in  the  Indians,  who 
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sent  ambassadors  to  make  their  peace,  with  pres- 
^its  of  com,  fish,  and  wildfowl.  They  told  him 
that  their  hai'v«8t  hatd  not  been  abundant  that 
year,  and  that  they  had  hardly  enough  to  supply 
their  own  wants ;  but  they  furnished  him  with 
two  hundred  bushels  of  com,  which  was  a  most 
welcome'  gift  to  the  colony. 

Captain  Smith's  enemies  seem  to  have  tumed 
his  most  praiseworthy  and  successful  efforts  into 
accusations  ;  for  we  read,  "  that  though  this  much 
contented  the  company,  (that  feared  nothing  more 
than  starving,)  yet  some  so  envied  his  good  suc- 
cess, that  they  rather  desired  to  hazard  a  starving, 
than  his  pains  should  prove  so  much  more  effec- 
tual than  theirs."  A  plot  was  even^  formed  by 
Newport  and  Ratcliffe  to  depose  him,  because, 
being  President,  he  had  left  his  place  and  the 
fort  without  their  consent ;  but  "  their  horns  were 
so  much  too  short  to  effect  it,  as  they  themselves 
more  narrowly  escaped  a  greater  mischief." 

While  the  ship  remained,  a  brisk  trade  was 
carried  on  between  the  sailors  and  the  Indians,  to 
the  great  gain  of  the  former,  but  to  the  prejudice 
of  the  colony.  They  would  even  pilfer  articles 
fi'om  the  public  stores  in  order  to  exchange  them 
for  fups  and  other  valuable  commodities.  And 
these  very  men,  after  having  enriched  themselves 
in  this  manner  at  the  expense  of  the  colonists, 
would  grossly  misrepresent  them  to  the  council  in 
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imotid  cwoj  tLii^;  so  iliallkej  look  no  puis 
to  sapf<T  ibem  vitk  stovo^  and  vooU  send  over 
cxovdsof  bsa^iT  win  nliiif  n  to  cot  op  their  haid- 
earned  n  hlTf  Captain  South  was  so  pio- 
joked  wish  Xevpoft's  candoctj  dnt  he  threat- 
ened to  seod  the  dnp  home  wkhoot  him  and  de- 
tain hzn  a  Tear  m  the  ooIgoj,  that  he  might  have 
the  benefit  of  a  full  experience  of  their  sufieriogs; 
hut,  upon  his  makiag  proper  sohmission,  he  ooo- 
seoted  to  let  him  go.  He  carried  with  him,  in 
his  ship,  tqigrimens  of  pilch,  tar,  finnkiDceDse, 
poCadi,  clapboards,  and  wainsoot,  also  a  quaotity 
of  jwcancj,  a  red  root  used  in  dyeing. 

The  council  m  England  had  not  been  satisfied 
with  the  piooeecfings  of  the  cokwy.  They  had 
listened  to  nusrepresentatjons  and  calumnies  £x>oi 
interested  or  oflfended  individuals,  and  had  taken 
little  pains  themselves  to  ascertain  the  true  state  of 
af&irs.  They  were  disappointed  in  not  receiving 
any  gold  and  silver .firaim  Virginia;  and  under  the 
influence  of  these  irritated  feelings,  and  probably 
instigated  by  Newport,  they  had  written  by^  birn  an 
angry  letter  to  Captain  Smith.  They  complabed 
of  the  vain  hopes  with  which  they  had  been  enter- 
tained, and  the  disappointments  in  which  these  had 
ended  ;  they  reproved  the  colonists  for  their  dissen- 
sions, and  spoke  of  a  project  for  dividing  the  coun- 
try, about  whicb  the  former  President  had  writ- 
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ten  a  letter  to  the  Earl  of  Salisbury ;  and  threat- 
ened them,  that,  unless  the  expenses  of  the  pre* 
sent  voyage,  amounting  to  two  thousand  pounds, 
were  defrayed  by  the  ship's   return,  the  colony 
would  be  deserted  and  left  to  shift  for  themselves. 
To  this  tirade,  Captain  Smith  sent  a  reply  by 
Newport,  combining   the   dignity    proper  to  his 
office    with  a  soldier-like    frankness    and    spirit. 
He   denies  indignantly  the  charge  of  awakening 
hopes  which  have  never  been  realized.;  and,  as  to 
the  plot  for  dividing  the  country,  he  says  he  never 
heard   nor  dreamed  of  such^  a  thing.     He   says, 
that  their  directions  sent  by  Newport  had  all  been 
strictly  followed,  though  he  was  opposed  to  them 
himself,  and  that  all  had  been  taught  by  experi- 
ence to  confess  that  he  was  right.     For  the  two 
thousands  pounds,  which  the  voyage  had  cost,  the 
colony  had  not  received  the  benefit  of  a  hundred. 
He  tells  them  of  the  great  preparations,  which 
Newport  had  made  for  his  expedition,  and  its  utter 
failure  ;  and  says,     "  As  for  the  quartered  boat  to 
be  borne  by  the  soldiers  over  the  Falls,  if  he  bad 
burnt  her  to  ashes,  one  might  have  carried  her  in 
a  bag  ;  but,  as  she  is,  five  hundred  cannot,  to  a  na-» 
vigable  place  above  the  Falls/'    He  takes  them  to 
task  for  tlieir  folly  in  sending  the  Germans  to  make 
pitch,  tar,  and  glass;  and  in  his  remarks  showsi 
great  good  sense,  atid  even  considerable  knowl- 
edge of  political  economy.     He  tells  them,  that 


S98  AMKRICAH    BIOGBAPHT. 

tbey  could  buy,  in  a  single  week,  as  great  a  quan* 
tity  of  these  articles  as  would  freight  a  ship,  in 
Russia  or  Sweden,  countries  peculiarly  adapted 
by  nature  to  the  manufacture  of  them ;  but  that 
it  was  most  impolitic  and  unprofitable  to  devote 
to  such  occupations  any  part  of  the  energies  of 
a  young  colony,  in  which  they  all  had  as  mucb  as 
they  could  do  to  provide  subsbtence  and  defend 
themselves  against  the  Indians. 

He  complains  of  Newport,  of  his  Vain  projects, 
and  hb  indolence,  and  contrasts  the  luxury  and 
plenty,  in  which- he  and  his  sailors  lived,  with  the 
coarse  and  scanty  fare  of  the  colonists.  He  says, 
that  Archer  and  Ratcliffe  were  the  authors  of  all 
their  factions  and  disturbances ;  and  that  the  latter 
is  an  impostor,  whose  real  name  is  Sicklemore; 
and  he  sends  him  home  to  save  his  throat  from  be- 
ing cut  by  the  colonists,  by  whom  he  is  detested. 
He  entreats  them  to  send  out  carpenters,  husband- 
men, gardeners,  fishermen,  blacksmiths,  and  ma- 
sons, thirty  of  whom  would  be  worth  more  than 
a  thousand  idle  gentlemen,  and  to  provide  for 
their  support  and  subsistence  for  the  present,  and 
leave  all  projects  of  gain  for  the  future.  At  the 
same  time,  he  sent  them  two  barrels  of  stones, 
which  he  conjectured  to  be  iron .  ore,  with  labels, 
designating  the  places  in  which  he  found  them. 
To  convince  them  that  he  could  make  as  ample 
a  dk>covery  as  Newport,  and  at  a  less   expense 
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than  he  had  incurred  at  every  meal,  he  trans* 
mitted  to  them  a  map  of  Chesapeake  Bay  and 
its  rivers,  which  he  had  explored,  together  with  a 
description  of  the  same,* 


CHAPTER  IX. 

Dijkulties  in  Procuring  Provision,  —  Captain 
Smith's  Unsuccessful  Attempt  to  obtain  Pos* 
session  of  Powhatan^s  Person. 

Upon  the  departure  of  the  ship,  the  colonists 
loegan   to  be   in   apprehension  that  they  shoi^ld 

•  This  was  sent  by  Captain  Nelson,  who  left  James- 
town early  in  Jiine,  1608,  and  it  contains  a  narrative  of 
events  up  to  that  date.  It  was  printed  the  same  year 
in  London,  and  does  not  diffep  materially  from  the 
accounts  subsequently  published  in  the  IKstory.  The 
original  pamphlet  is  rare  and  cii^rious,  being  in  black 
letter  and  of  the  quarto  size.  There  is  a  copy  of  it  in 
the  Library  of  Harvard  College,  but  the  title-page  ia 
wanting.  In  Mr.  Rich's  Catalogue  of  American  Books^ 
the  title  ia  pnnted  as  follows ;  <*  True  Relation  of  such 
Occurrences  and.  Accidents  of  Noate,  as  hath  happened 
in  Virginia  since  the  Planting  of  the  Colony."  There 
is  also  a  copy  of  the  same  work  in  Colonel  Aspinw all's 
invaluable  collection  of  books  relating  to  America.  It 
was  written  in  the  form  of  a  letter  and  addressed  to 
an  individual ;  probably  to  the  Secretary  of  the  LondoQ 

Company. 
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sufer  from  waot  of  food,  their  supply  being  bat 
scanty.  In  order  to  obtain  corny  Captain  Smith, 
with  Captain  Wynne  and  Mr.  Scrivener,  set  out 
for  Nansamond,  where,  upon  his  arrival,  the  In- 
dians not  only  refused  to  give  him  the  four  hun- 
dred hushek,  which  they  had  promised,  but  would 
not  trade  with  him  at  all;  saybg  that  their 
stock  was  almost  consumed,  and  that  they  had 
been  commanded  by  Powhatan  to  keep  what 
was  left,  and  not  permit  the  English  to  enter 
their  river.  Captain  Smith,  finding  that  per- 
suasion did  no  good,  was  constrained  to  employ 
force.  At  the'  first  discharge  of  the  muskets, 
the  Indians  fled  without  shooting  an  arrow. 
The  Englbh  marched  towards  then:  houses,  and 
set  fire  to  the  first  one  they  came  ,to.  •  Up- 
on  the  sight  of  the  flames,  the  Indians  came 
forward  and  offered  to  give  them  half  the  com 
they  had,  if  they  would  desist  from  further  vi- 
olence. 

They  loaded  the  three  boats,  with  which  the 
English  returned  to  their  place  of  encampment, 
four  miles  down  the  river.  This  was  an  open 
plain,  sheltered  by  a  hill,  and  «t  that  time 
the  ground  was  frozen  hard  and  covered  with 
snow.  They  were  accustomed  to  dig  a\vay  the 
snow,  and  make  a  large  fire;  and,  when  the 
ground  was  thoroughly  warmed,  they  would  re- 
move the  fire  and  ashes,  spread  their  mats  up- 
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on  the  spot  and  lie  down,  using  another  mat 
as  a  screen  against  the  wind.  When  the  ground 
grew  cold,  they  shifted  their  fire  again.  Many- 
cold  winter  nights  they  passed  in  thb  manner; 
and  those,  who  were  thus  exposed  to  the  elements 
in  these  expeditions,  were  always  stouter  and 
healthier  than  those,  who  remained  at  home  and 
slept  in  warm  beds. 

Soon  after  their  return  to  Jamesto\!^n,  the 
first  marriage  which  took  place  in  Virginia,  was 
celebrated  between  John  Laydon  and  Anne 
Burras.*  v 

Captain  Smith,  mdefatigable  in  securing  the 
settlers  against  even  the  apprehension  of  want, 
remained  but  a  short  time  at  Jamestown,  but, 
accompanied  by  Captain  Waldo,  went  up  the 
bay  in  two  barges.  The  Indians,  on  all  sides, 
fled  at  the  sight  of  them,  till  they  discovered  the 
river  and  people  of  Appomatox.  These  had 
but  little  com;  but  that  little  they  divided  with 
the  English,  and  received  in  exchange  bits  of 
copper  and  other  trifles,  with  which  they  were 
well  contented. 

The  jsupplies  procured  in  this  manner  were, 
however,  temporary  and  precarious;  and  Cap- 
tain^ Smith,  who  was  determined  that  no  one 
should  be  in  fear  of  starvation,  while  he  was 
President,  resolved  upon  the  bold  and  question- 
able measure  of  surprising  Powhatan,  and  taking 
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posessioD  of  all  his  store.  In  this  project  ae 
was  seconded  by  Captain  Waldo,  but  opposed  hy 
Captain  Wynne  and  Mr.  Scrivener,  which  latter 
gentleman  bad  become  an  enemy  to  him.  As 
if  to  favor  hb  purposes,  he  was  requested  by 
Powhatan  to  come  and  see  him,  with  a  promise, 
that  he  would  load  hb  ship  with  com,  if  Smith 
would  build  him  a  house,  give  him .  a  grind- 
stone, fifty  swords,  some  muskets,  a  cock  and 
a  hen,  and  a  large  quantity  of  beads  and  copper. 
Captain  Smith  determined  to  improve  the  oppor- 
tunity thus  fortunately  presented,  .although  he 
suspected  that  the  crafty  old  savage  had  some 
ulterior  design  in  his  specious  offers.  He  ac- 
cordingly sent  two  Englishmen  and  four  Ger- 
mans to  build  him  a  house,  giving  them  instruc- 
tions as  to  their  conduct,  and  unluckily  informing 
them  of  his  plaps.  He  soon  after  set  out  him- 
self in  the  bark  and  two  barges,  accompanied 
by  Captam  Waldo  and  forty-six  men.  As  this 
was  an  enterprise  of  great  danger,  he  took  with 
him  only  those  who  volunteered  to  go.  He  left 
the  government  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Scrivener. 
On  the  29th  of  December,  they  departed  from 
Jamestown,  carrying  with  them  provisions  for  only 
three  or  four  days.  They  lodged  that  night  at 
Warraskoyac,  an  Indian  village,  a  few  miles  from 
Jamestown,  where  they  made  additions  to  their 
stores. 
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The  phief  of  the  tribe  treated  them  with  great 
kindness,  and  endeavored .  to  dissuade  Captain 
Smith  fix)m  going  to  see  Powhatan;  but,  finding 
him  resolved,  he  warned  him  to  be  on  his  guard, 
jbr  that  Powhatan,  notwithstanding  all  his  seem- 
ing kindness,  had  sent  for  them  merely  for  the 
purpose  of  cutting  Uheir  throats.  The  Captain 
thanked  him  for  his  caution,  and  requested  him 
to  furnish  guides  to  the  nation  of  the  Chawonocs, 
who  dweh  between  the  rivers  Nottaway  and  Me- 
herrin,  in  North  Carolina,  to  which  he  readily 
'consented.  Mr.  Michael  Sicklemore,  a  valiant 
and  honest  soldier,  was  sent  upon  this  enterprise, 
the  object  of  which  was  to  obtain  silk-grass  and 
to  inquire  after  Sir  Walter  Raleigh's  lost  colony. 

The  next  night  they  lodged  at  Kecoughtan 
(Hampton),  where  they  were  detained  several 
days  by  violent  storms.  This  obliged  them  to 
keep  their  Christmas  among  the  Indians.*  But 
we  are  told  that  they  had  a  very  merry  one, 
warmed  by  blazing  fires,  and  their  tables  amply 
spread  with  fish,  flesh,  oysters,  and  wildfowl. 
After  various  accidents,  they  arrived  on  the  12tb 

*,  The  narrative  states,  that  they  left  Jamestown  on 
the  29th  of  December,  and  yet  that  they  afterwards  kept 
Christmas  amoDg  the  savages.  Of  course,  both  state- 
ments cannot  be  correct  The  matter  is  fortunately  of 
litfle  consequence;  as  there  are  no  means  of  ascertaining 
which  is  rig^t 
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of  the  bonon  which  had  been  «bown  to  hini, 
,he  generousljr  presented  Captain  Newport  with 
his  mantle  and  old  shoes.  He  endeavored  tQ 
dissuade  the  English  fiom  their  wild  scheme 
of  expl(xmg  the  inland  country,  and  refused  to 
give  them  men  or  guides  for  that  object,  except 
Namontack.  After  many  civil  speeches  bad 
been  exchanged,  he  gave  Newport  a  heap  of 
ears  of  com  contaimng  seven  or  eight  bushels, 
and  about  as  much  more  was  purchased  in  the 
village,  with  which  they  returned  to  James- 
town. 

Immediately  after  this.  Captain  Newpcnrt  set 
out  upon  his  expedition  of  discovery,  with  a  hun- 
dred and  twenty  chosen  men,  leaving  Captain 
Smith  at  Jamestown  with  eighty  or  ninety  weak 
and  sickly  ones,  to  load  the  ship.  The  enter* 
prise  proved  a  total  failure,  and  its  history  may 
be  told  in  a  very  few  words.  They  proceeded  in 
their  boat  to  the  Falls  of  James  River,  and  then 
went  by  land  about  forty  miles,  through  a  fertile 
and  well-watered  country.  They  discovered  two 
villages  of  the  Monacans  on  the  south  sfide  of  the 
river,  the  inhabitants  of  which  used  them  neither 
well  nor  ill,  but,  by  way  of  security,  they  took 
one  of  their  petty  chiefs  and  led  him  bound  in  or- 
der to  guide  them.  A  journey  of  two  days  and  a 
half  sufficed  to  cool  their  spirit  of  adventure  and  to 
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weary  their  delicate  limbs  so  much,  that  thejr 
turned  about  and  resumed  their  roareh  homeward, 
•talufiy  wilb  tbem  some  quantity  of  a  certain 
earth,  from  which  their  refiner  pretended  to  have 
extracted  silver.  They  arrived  at  Jamestown 
*^half  sick,  all  Cfxnplainkig,  and  tired  with  toil, 
famine,  and  discontent;"  having  gained  nothing 
but  experience.  Every  thing  had  turned  out 
exactly  as  Captain  Smith  had  foretold,  which,  of 
course,  sharpened  the  sting  of  disappointment. 

Captain  Smith,  who  would  allow  no  man  to 
be  idle,  immediately  set  them  all  at  work  ;  some 
in  making  glass;  others  tar,  pitch,  and  potash. 
These  be  left  under  the  care  of  the  coundl 
at  Jamestown,  and  he  himself  took  thirty  men 
about  five  miles  down- the  river,  and  employed 
them  in  cutting  timber  and  making  clapboards. 
Among  these  were  several  young  gentlemen,  who 
had  not  been  used  to  felling  trees  and  sleeping  on 
the  ground ;  but,  as  there  was  something  exciting 
in  the  employment,  and  their  President  shared  all 
their  toils  and  hardships,  they  soon  became  recon- 
ciled to  their  situation,  ^^makmg  it  their  delight  to 
hear  the  -trees  thunder  as  they  fell."  But  the 
axe  frequently  blistered  their  tender  fingers,  so 
that  ''many  times  every  third  blow  had  a  loud 
oath  to  drown  the  echo."  To  correct  this  evil 
habit,  the  President  contrived  an  ingenious  and 
efiectual  remedy,  which  operated  without  any  loss 
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of  good  baBor  oo  the  part  of  the  ofinders.  He 
had  a  icgptcr  kept  of  the  namber  of  oeths  emf 
nNB  ottered  in  the  coiiiee  of  the  dij,  aad  at  mg^it, 
he  ofdered  the  aame  nooiber  of  cans  of  water  to 
be  pomed  down  hb  dee?e.  The  conequeece 
was,  that  Ifaeie  was  baidlj  an  oath  to  be  heard  in 
e  week.  The  wtiter  of  the  namtive  says,  that 
though  these  thirty  geodemen,  who  worked  with 
spirit  and  from  choice,  woidd  aocoroplish  more 
than  e  handled  who  most  be  chiven  to  k,  yet 
twenty  good  stout  workmen  wonU  do  mere  than 
alL 

Captam  Smith,  on  hb  return  to  Jamestowa, 
Ending  that  much  time  had  been  uoprafitably 
spent^  and  that  their-  provisions  were  ranning  low, 
resdTod  to  go  in  seavd  of  corn  among  the  In- 
dians. He  went  np  die  xiter  Ghickahominy,  in 
two  barges  with  ei|^een  men,  leaving  ordersJor 
Lieutenant  Percy  to  follow  him.  He  Ibond  the 
Indians  surly  and  disobliging,  who,  tbongh  tbey 
knew  his  wants,  refiised  to  trade,  wkh  many  con*^ 
tomptuoos  expressions.  Immediately  changing 
his  tone,  and  appearing  no  longer  in  the  attitude 
of  a  petitioner  for  food,  he  told  them  that  his  pur- 
pose was  to  arenge  his  own  hnpHsoomeDt,  and 
the  death  of  bb  countrymen  whom  tbey  bad  slain. 
He  then  landed  bis  men  and  drew'  them  up  in 
military  order.  Tbb  spirited  conduct  produced 
a  sudden  change  of  opinion  in  the  Indians^  who 
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sent  ambassadoirs  to  make  their  peace,  with  pres- 
&atB  of  com,  fish,  and  wildfowl.  They  told  him 
that  their  hai'v«8t  hatd  not  been  abundant  that 
year,  and  that  they  had  hardly  enough  to  supply 
their  own  wants ;  but  they  furnished  him  with 
two  hundred  bushels  of  com,  which  was  a  most 
welcome'  gift  to  the  colony. 

Captain  Smith's  enemies  seem  to  have  turned 
his  most  praiseworthy  and  successful  efibrts  into 
accusations  ;  for  we  read,  ^'  that  though  this  much 
contented  the  company,  (that  feared  nothing  more 
than  starving,)  yet  some  so  envied  his  good  suc- 
ce^,  that  they  rather  desired  to  hazard  a  starving, 
than  his  pains  should  prove  so  much  more  effec- 
tual than  theirs."  A  plot  was  even>  formed  by 
Newport  and  Ratcliffe  to  depose  him,  because, 
being  President,  he  had  left  his  place  and  the 
fort  without  their  consent ;  but  "  their  horns  were 
so  much  too  short  to  effect  it,  as  they  themselves 
more  narrowly  escaped  a  greater  mischief." 

While  the  ship  remained,  a  brisk  trade  was 
carried  on  between  the  sailors  and  the  Indians,  to 
the  great  gain  of  the  former,  but  to  the  prejudice 
of  the  colony.  They  would  even  pilfer  articles 
fif'om  the  public  stores  in  order  to  exchange  them 
for  fuFS  and  other  valuable  commodities.  And 
these  very  men,  after  having  enriched  themselves 
in  this  manner  at  the  expense  of  the  colonists, 
would  grossly  misrepresent  them  to  the  council  in 
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tmffamif  wmd  fcpon  cat  ney  mm  0Nii  ihm- 
^Mceof  epcflj  tiis^;  wo  jiattkej  took  ■opaiK 

csDvdi<if  boogij  adrenCiireB  to  at  «p  tkdr  hud- 
caned  wihsliff  Captao  Smhb  ms  so  pvo- 
Toked  with  Xevport^s  fondoctj  tint  he  thieai- 
eoed  U>  send  the  diip  home  without  him  md  de- 
tab  him  a  year  io  the  cohmy,  that  he  might  have 
the  heoefit  of  a  fidi  experieooe  of  their  sufiriogs; 
but,  opoo  hb  onkiog  proper  submissioii,  he  coo- 
leoted  to  let  him  go.  He  canied  with  him,  io 
his  ship,  tpecimeos  o(  pitch,  tar,  fiaDkiDceDse, 
potash,  dapboards,  and  wainscot,  also  a  quantity 
o(  pocancSf  a  red  root  used  m  dyeing. 

The  council  m  England  bad  not  been  satisfied 
with  the  proceedbgs  of  the  colony.  They  had 
listened  to  misrepresentations  and  calumnies  froon 
interested  or  offended  individuals,  and  had  taken 
little  pains  themselves  to  ascertain  the  true  state  of 
affairs.  They  were  disappointed  in  not  receiving 
any  gold  and  silver /rom  Virginia;  and  under  the 
influence  of  these  irritated  feelings,  and  probably 
instigated  by  Newport,  they  had  written  by^  him  an 
angry  letter  to  Captain  Smith.  They  complained 
of  the  vain  hopes  with  which  they  had  been  enter- 
tained, and  the  disappointments  in  which  these  had 
ended  ;  they  reproved  the  colonists  for  their  dissen- 
sions, and  spoke  of  a  project  for  dividing  the  coon- 
tty,  about  whiph  the  former  President  had  writ- 
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ten  a  letter  to  the  Earl  of  Salisbury ;  and  threat- 
ened them,  that,  unless  the  expenses  of  the  pre* 
sent  voyage,  amounting  to  two  thousand  pounds, 
were  defrayed  by  the  ship's  return,  the  colony 
would  be  deserted  and  left  to  shift  for  themselves. 
To  this  tirade,  Captain  Smith  sent  a  reply  by 
Newport,  combining  the  dignity  proper  to  his 
office  with  a  soldier-like  frankness  and  spirit. 
He  denies  indignantly  the  charge  of  awakening 
hopes  which  have  never  been  realized.;  and,  as  to 
the  plot  for  dividing  the  country,  he  says  he  never 
heard  nor  dreamed  of  such^  a  thing.  He  says, 
that  their  directions  sent  by  Newport  had  all  been 
strictly  followed,  though  he  was  opposed  to  them 
himself,  and  that  all  had  been  taught  by  experi- 
ence to  confess  that  he  was  right.  For  the  two 
thousands  pounds,  which  the  voyage  had  cost,  the 
colony  bad  not  received  the  benefit  of  a  hundred. 
He  tells  them  of  the  great  preparations,  which 
Newport  had  made  for  his  expedition,  and  its  utter 
failure  ;  and  says,  "  As  for  the  quartered  boat  to 
be  bonie  by  the  soldiers  over  the  Falls,  if  he  had 
burnt  her  to  ashes,  one  might  have  carried  her  in 
a  bag ;  but,  as  she  is,  five  hundred  cannot,  to  a  na« 
vigable  place  above  the  Falls."  He  takes  them  to 
task  for  their  folly  in  sending  the  Germans  to  make 
pitch,  tar,  and  glass;  and  in  his  remaiks  shows 
great  good  sense,  and  even  considerable  knowl- 
edge of  political  economy.     He  tells  them,  that 


ciPT  caoud  bar,  m  a  sn^  veek,  s  ^rac  a  < 
UT  of  these  articles  ws  woiM  fre^ht  a  ship,  in 
RoBB  or  SwdeOy  ooantnes  pecifulj^  adapted 
br  acae  to  tbe  loaiHifrctiire  of  tbem ;  bot  tfait 
it  was  13061  impolitic  and  nnprafitafale  to  devote 
to  SDcii  oocapatkaB  aar  put  of  the  eneigies  of 
a  joon^  cciaajy  m  which  tbej  aD  had  as  much  as 
tber  coold  do  to  proTide  sobsistence  and  defend 
themselves  against  the  Indiaos. 

He  (XMDpIains  of  Newport,  of  his  Vain  projects, 
and  his  indoleooe,  and  ccntiasts  the  loxuiy  and 
plenty,  in  which  he  and  his  sailofs  Eved,  with  the 
coarse  and  scanty  6re  of  the  colonists.     He  says, 
that  Aicher  and  RatcGfe  were  the  authors  of  all 
their  factions  and  disturbances ;  and  that  the  latter 
is  an  impostor,  whose  real  name  is  Sicklemoie; 
and  he  sends  him  home  to  save  his  throat  fix>m  be- 
ing cut  by  the  colonists,  by  whom  he  Is  detested. 
He  entreats  them  U>  send  out  carpenters,  busbaod- 
men,  gardeners,  fishermen,  blacksmiths,  and  ma- 
sons, thirty  of  whom  would  be  worth  more  than 
a  thousand  idle  gentlemen,  and  to  provide  for 
their  support  and  subsistence  for  the  present,  and 
leave  all  projects  of  gain  for  the  future.     At  the 
same  time,  he  sent  them  two  barrels  of  stones, 
which  he  conjectured  to  be  iron  ore,  with  labels, 
designating  the   places  in  which   he  found  them. 
To  convince  them  that  he  could  make  as  ample 
a  discovery  as  Newport,  and  at  a  less   expense 
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than  he  had  incurred  at  every  meal,  he  tranS" 
mitted  to  them  a  map  of  Chesapeake  Bay  and 
its  rivers,  which  he  had  explored,  together  with  a 
description  of  the  same.''^ 


CHAPTER  IX. 

Difficulties  in  Procuring  Provision.  —  Captain 
Smithes  Unsuccessful  Attempt  to  obtain  Pos" 
session  of  Powhaian^s  Person. 

Upon  the  departure  of  the  ship,  the  colonists 
began   to  be   in   apprehension  that  they  shoqld 

•  This  was  sent  by  Captain  Nelson,  who  left  James- 
town early  in  June,  1608,  and  it  contains  a  narrative  of 
events  up  to  that  date.  It  was  printed  the  same  year 
in  London,  and  does  not  differ  materially  from  the 
accounts  subsequently  published  in  the  History,  The 
original  pamphlet  is  rare  and  ciirious,  being  in  black 
letter  and  of  the  quarto  size.  There  is  a  copy  of  it  in 
the  Library  of  Harvard  College,  but  the  title-page  is 
wanting.  In  Mr.  Rich's  Catalogue  of  American  Books, 
the  title  is  printed  as  follows ;  <*  True  Relation  of  such 
Occurrences  and,  Accidents  of  Noate,  as  hath  happened 
in  Virginia  since  the  Planting  of  the  Colony."  There 
is  also  a  copy  of  the  same  work  in  Colonel  Aspinwall'a 
invaluable  colleption  of  books  relating  to  America.  It 
was  written  in  the  form  of  a  letter  and  addressed  to 
an  individual ;  probably  to  the  Secretary  of  the  London 
Company. 

C  <  2 


994  AMERICAN    BIOGBAPHT. 

suflfer  from  want  of  food,  their  supply  being  but 
scanty.     In  order  to  obtain  com,  Captain  Smith, 
with  Captain  Wynne  and  Mr.  Scrivener,  set  out 
for  Nansainond,  where,  upon  his  arriyal,  the  In- 
dians not  only  refused  to  give  him  the  four  hun- 
dred bushels,  which  they  had  promised,  but  would 
sot  trade  with    him   at  all;    saybg  that    their 
stock  was  almost  consumed,  and  that  they  had 
been  commanded   by  Powhatan  to    keep   what 
was  left,  and  not  permit  the   English  to  enter 
their   river.     Captain    Smith,  finding  that    per- 
suasion did  no  good,  was  constrained  to  employ 
force.    At  the'  first  discharge  of  the  muskets, 
the    Indians    fled    without    shooting    an    arrow. 
The  English  marched  towards  their  houses,  and 
set  fire   to  the  first  one   they  came  ,to.   -  Up 
on   the  sight  of  the  flames,   the   Indians  came 
forward  and  ofiered  to  give  them  half  the  com 
they  had,  if  they  would   d^sbt  from  further  vi- 
olence. 

They  loaded  the  three  boats,  with  which  the 
English  returned  to  their  place  of  encampment, 
four  miles  down  the  river.  This  was  an  open 
plun,  sheltered  by  a  hill,  and  at  that  time 
the  ground  was  frozen  hard  and  covered  with 
snow.  They  were  accustomed  to  dig  a\^ay  the 
snow,  and  make  a  large  fire;  and,  when  the 
ground  was  thoroughly  warmed,  they  would  re- 
move the  fire  and  ashes,  spread  then:  mats  up- 


on  the  spot  and  fie  down,  using  another  mat 
as  a  screen  against  the  wind.  When  the  ground 
grew  cold,  they  shifted  their  fire  again.  Many- 
cold  winter  nights  they  passed  in  this  manner; 
and  those,  who  were  thus  exposed  to  the  elements 
in  these  expeditions,  w^e  always  stouter  and 
healthier  than  those,  who  remained  at  home  and 
slept  in  warm  beds. 

Soon  after  their  return  to  Jamestown,  the 
first  marriage  which  took  place  in  Virginia,  was 
celebrated  between  John  Laydon  and  Anne 
Burras.  v 

Captain  Smith,  mdefatigable  in  securing  the 
settlers  against  even  the  apprehension  of  want, 
remained  but  a  short  time  at  Jamestown,  but, 
accompanied  by  Captain  Waldo,  went  up  the 
bay  in  two  barges.  The  Indians,  on  all  sides, 
fled  at  the  sight  of  them,  till  they  discovered  the 
river  and  people  of  Appomatox.  These  had 
but  little  corn;  but  that  Kttle  they  divided  with 
the  English,  and  received  in  exchange  bits  of 
copper  and  other  trifles,  with  which  they  were 
well  contented. 

The  .supplies  procured  in  this  manner  were, 
however,  temporary  and  precarious;  and  Cap- 
tain^ Smith,  who  was  determined  that  no  one 
should  be  in  fear  of  stdrvation,  while  he  was 
President,  resolved  upon  the  bold  and  question- 
able measure  of  surprising  Powhatan,  and  taking 
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of  good  homor  on  the  part  of  the  offenders.  He 
bad  a  lef^ter  kept  of  the  Dumber  of  oatbs  everjr 
man  uttered  in  the  course  erf*  the.  day,  ajMl  at  night, 
be  ordered  the  aame  number  of  cans  of  water  to 
be  poured  down  bis  sleeve.  The  consequence 
was,  that  there  was  hardly  an  oath  to  be  heard  in 
a  week.  The  writer  of  the  nanntive  says,  that 
though  these  thirty  gentlemen,  who  worked  wkfa 
spirit  and  from  choice,  would  accorofdish  more 
than  a  hundred  who  must  be  driven  to  k,  yet 
twenty  good  stout  workmen  would  do  more  than 
all. 

Captain  Smith,  on  Us  return  to  Jamestown, 
finding  that  much  time  had  been  unprofitably 
spent^  and  that  their*  provisions  were  lumnDg  low, 
resolved  to.  go  m  search  of  com  among  the  In- 
dians. He  went  up  the  river  Ghickahominy,  in 
two  barges  with  ei^teen  men,  leavmg  ordersvfor 
lieutenant  Percy  to  fidlow  him.  He  foond  the 
Indians  surly  md  disobiigbg,  who,  though  they 
knew  bis  wants,  re&ised  to  trade,  with  many  con-^ 
temptuous  expressions.  Immediately  changing 
his  tone,  and  appearing  no  longer  in  die  attitude 
of  a  petitioner  for  food,  he  txAd  them  that  his  pur- 
pose was  to  avenge  his  own  imprisonment,  and 
the  death  of  his  countrymen  wbom  tbey  had  skin. 
He  then  landed  his  men  and  drew'  them  up  in 
mSitary  order.  This  spirited  conduct  produced 
a  sudden  change  of  opinion  in  the  Indians^  who 
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sent  ambassadors  to  make  their  peace,  with  pres- 
eats  of  com,  fish,  and  wildlbwl.  They  told  him 
that  their  hai*v«8t  batd  not  been  abundant  that 
year,  and  that  they  had  hardly  enough  to  supply 
their  own  wants ;  but  they  furnished  him  with 
two  hundred  bushels  of  com,  which  was  a  most 
welcome'  gift  to  the  colony. 

Captdn  Smith's  enemies  seem  to  have  turned 
his  most  praiseworthy  and  successful  efibrts  into 
accusations  ;  for  we  read,  *^  that  though  this  much 
contented  the  company,  (that  feared  nothing  more 
than  starving,)  yet  some  so  envied  his  good  suc- 
cess, that  they  rather  desired  to  hazard  a  starving, 
than  his  pains  should  prove  so  much  more  effec- 
tual than  theirs."  A  plot  was  even  formed  by 
Newport  and  Ratcliffe  to  depose  him,  because, 
being  President,  he  had  left  his  place  and  the 
fort  without  their  consent ;  but  "  their  homs  were 
so  much  too  short  to  effect  it,  as  they  themselves 
more  narrowly  escaped  a  greater  mischief." 

While  the  ship  remained,  a  brisk  trade  was 
carried  on  between  the  sailors  and  the  Indians,  to 
the  great  gain  of  the  former,  but  to  the  prejudice 
of  the  colony.  They  would  even  pilfer  articles 
fif'om  the  public  stores  in  order  to  exchange  them 
for  furs  and  other  valuable  commodities.  And 
these  very  men,  after  having  enriched  themselves 
in  this  manner  at  the  expense  of  the  colonists, 
would  grossly  misrepresent  them  to  the  council  in 
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of  copper  or  a  few  beads,  but  that  this  ^^  stately 
kind  of  soliciting "  would  make  him  insolent  and 
contemptuous  beyond  all  endurance.  These  ar- 
guments, convincing  m  themselves  and  strongly 
recommended  by  the  character  and  experience 
of  their  supporter,  were  ho'wevtir  overruled  in 
council  principally  by  means  of  Newport's  san- 
guine promises  and  assurances.  He  was  ungen- 
erous enough  to  insinuate  that  Smith's  opposition 
to  his  expedition  arose  from  a  wish  to  monopolize 
the  glory  of  the  discovery  himself,  and  that  the 
only  obstacle  to  its  success  would  be  the  desire  of 
the  Indians  to  take  vengeance  upon  the  English 
for  the  cruelties  which  he  had  formerly  inflicted 
upon  them. 

This  decision  afforded  to  Captain  Smith  an 
opportunity  to  show  the  real  greatness  and  mag- 
nanimity of  his  character.  Though  he  was  Presi^ 
dent,  no  sooner  did  he  find  the  majority  of  the 
council  against  him,  than,  without  any  further 
opposition  or  sullen  obstinacy,  he  lent  his  most 
Vigorous  efforts  to  the  prosecution  of  the  plans 
they  had  decided  upon.  To  show  how  unfound- 
ed were  Newport's  charges  of  cruelty  and  how 
little  he  himself  had  to  fear  from  the  Indians, 
he  volunteered  to  go  with  four  others  and  invite 
Powhatan  to  Jamestown  to  receive  his  presents. 
He  travelled  by  land  twelve  miles  and  crossed 
York  River  in  a  canoe  to  Werowocomoco,  where 
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lie  expected  to  find  Powhatan.  But  he  was 
thirty  miles  distant,  and  was  immediately  sent  for. 
Pocahontas  and  her  women  did  their  utmost  to 
entertain  their  guests. 

As  they  were  seated  around  the  fire,  they 
suddenly  heard  a  hideous  noise  in  the  woods. 
The  Ekiglish,  supposing  that  they  were  betrayed, 
seized  upon  two  or  three  old  men  who  sat  near, 
as  hostages  for  their  safety.  But  Pocahontas 
came  running  up  to  them,  atad  assured  them  that 
no  harm  was  intended  to  them,  and  that,  if  any 
happened,  she  would  willingly  give  up  the  lives 
c(  herself  and  her  women  to  atone  for  it.  Her 
assurances  removed  their  suspicions,  and  enabled 
them  to  attend  to  the  pageant,  which  was  pre- 
pared for  their  entertainment.  Thirty  ^youpg 
women -sallied  from  the  woods,  variously  painted, 
clothed  only  with  a  girdle  of  leaves,  and  orna- 
mented with  sundry  devices.  The  writer  of  the 
narrative  describes  their  dance,  in  the  following 
rather  ungallant  terms ;  **  These  fiends  with  most 
hellish  shouts  and  eries,  rushing  from  among  the 
trees,  cast  themselves  in  a  ring  about  the  fire, 
singmg  and  dancing  with  most  excellent  ill  va- 
riety, oft  falling  into  their  infernal  passions,  and 
solemnly  again  to  sing  and  dance;  having  spent 
near  an  hour  in  this  mascarado,  as  they  entered, 
in  like  manner  they  departed."    This  dance  was 
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fiiUoMd  bjr  m  favt,  al  which  tbe  good  Captam 

the  afaovmeolioMd  BUfBending  darasds.  The 
Englkhmen  were  then  ooiidactfld  to  thdr  lodg- 
ingi,  with  irehnnds  caftdad  befave  them  insliead 
of  toiches. 

The  next  day  BowhalaD  anived,  aad  Cap- 
tain Sarith  deKveved  to  him  his  message,  desir- 
ing him  to  come  to  Jamestown,  to  reoave  the 
presents  fiom  the  hands  of  his  &ther.  Captain 
Newport,  and  concert  with  him  plans  for  taking 
fevenge  upon  his  enemies  the  Monacans.  The 
reply  of  the  savage  monarch  is  stiSdnglj  chai^ 
acteristic  of  his  haughtiness,  seLhespect,  and 
knowledge  of  human  nature.  ''If  your  King," 
said  he,  ''have  sent  me  prosents,  I  also  am  a 
King  and  this  is  my  land ;  eight  (hys  I  wiU  stay 
to  receiTe  them.  Yoiir  lather  is  to  come  to  me, 
not  I  to  him,  nor  yet  to  your  Ibrt,  neither  wiU 
I  bito  at  such  a  bait ;  as  for  the  Monacans,  I 
can  revenge  my  own  injuries;  for  any  salt  water 
beyond  the  mountains,  the-  relations  you  have 
had  from  my  people  are  false."  At  the  same 
time,  he  drew  upon  the  ground  d  rude  chart 
of  the  countries  of  which  he  spoke.  After 
some  complimentary  discourses,.  Captain  Smith 
took  leave  of  him,  and  carried  his  answer  to 
Jamestown. 
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Whereupon  the  presents  were  sent  round  bjr 
water,  luui  Captains  Smitfa  and  Newport  went 
across  by  land,  with  a  guard  of  fifty  armed  men. 
All  having  met  at  Wefowocomoco,  the  next  day 
was  appointed  for  Powiiatan's  coronatioQ.  T^iea 
his  presents  were  brought  to  hkn,  and  tiie  basoA, 
ewer,  bed,  and  furniture  were  set  up.  His  4oar- 
let  cloak  and  suit  were  put  on,  but  not  until  be 
bad  been  persuaded  by  Namontack  (the  Indim 
youth  whom  he  had  formerly  presented  to  New*> 
port,' and  who  had  been  to  England  with  him), 
that  there  was  nothing  dangerous  in  them.  They 
had  great  trouble  in  inducing  him  to  kneel  in 
order  to  receive  his  crown.  He  undonstood 
nothing  of  the  "majesty  or  meaning"  (as  the  , 
narrative  has  it)  of  a  crown,  nor  of  the  oaremony 
of  bending  the  knee ;  which  obliged  them  to  use 
90  many  arguments  and  so  mnch~  persuasion,  that 
their  patience  was  entirely  worn  out.  They 
l^ucceeded  at  last  in  making  him  stoop  a  little 
by  leaning  hltrd  upon  his  shoulders;  and,  as 
soon  as  the  crown  was  put  upon  his  head,  a 
voBey  was  fired  from  the  boats,  at  which  h*^ 
started  up  in  great  affirigbt,  till  he  was  informed 
what  it  meant.  What  would  this  sylvan  monarch 
have  said,  if  he  had  witnessed  the  cumbroos  i^len* 
dor  of  a  modem  coronation  ? 

By  way  of  making  a  proper  acknowledgment 
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of  the  bonofs  which  had  bees  ihown  ta  Mm, 
he  generously  fwesented  Captun  Newport  with 
his  mande  and  M  shoes.  He  eodeavoced  Uk 
dissuade  the  English  from  their  wild  scheme 
of  ezploriog  the  inland  oountiyy  and  refused  to 
give  them  men  or  guides  for  that  object,  except 
Namontack.  After  many  civil  speeches  had 
been  exchanged,  he  gave  Newport  a  heap  ct 
ears  of  com  containiog  seven  or  eight  bushels, 
and  about  as  much  more  was  purchased  in  the 
village^  with  which  they  returned  to  James- 
town. 

Immediately  after  this,  Captab  Newport  set 
out  upon  his  expedition  of  discovery,  with  a  hun- 
dred and  twenty  chosen  men^  leaving  Captab 
Smith  at  Jamestown  with  eighty  or  ninety  weak 
and  sickly  ones,  to  load  the  ship.  The  enter* 
prise  proved  a  total  failure,  and  its  history  may 
be  told  in  a  very  few  words.  They  proceeded  in 
their  boat  to  the  Falls  of  James  River,  and  then 
went  by  land  about  forty  miles,  through  a  fertile 
and  well-watered  country.  They  discovered  two 
villages  of  the  Monacans  on  the  south  »de  of  the 
river,  the  inhabitants  of  which  used  them  neither 
well  nor  ill,  but,  by  way  of  security,  they  toek 
one  of  their  petty  chiefs  and  led  him  hound  in  or- 
der to  guide  them.  A  journey  of  two  days  and  a 
half  sufficed  to  cool  their  spirit  of  adventure  and  to 
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weary  tbeir  delicate  limbs  so  much,  that  thejr 
turned  ahoat  and  resumed  their  march  homeward, 
•iakkky  vnH^  tbem  some  quantity  of  a  certain 
earth,  from  which  their  refiner  pretended  to  have 
extracted  silver.  They  arrived  at  Jamestown 
^^tialf  sick,  all  ccxnplaining,  and  tired  with  toil, 
famine,  and  discontent ; "  having  gained  nothing 
but  experience.  Every  thing  had  turned  out 
exactly  as  Captain  Smith  had  foretold,  which,  of 
course,  sharpened  the  stmg  of  disappointment. 

Captain  Smith,  who  would  allow  no  man  to 
be  idle,  immediately  set  them  all  at  work  ;  some 
in  making  glass;  others  tar,  pitch,  and  potash. 
These  he  left  under  the  care  of  the  counefl 
at  Jamestown,  and  he  himself  took  thirty  men 
about  five  miles  down- the  river,  and  employed 
them  in  cutting  timber  and  making  clapboards. 
Among  these  were  several  young  gentlemen,  who 
had  not  been  used  to  felling  trees  and  sleeping  on 
the  ground ;  but,  as  there  was  something  exciting 
in  the  employment,  and  their  President  shared  all 
theijr  toils  and  hardships,  they  soon  became  recon- 
ciled to  their  situation,  '<  making  it  their  delight  to 
hear  the  trees  thunder  as  they  fell."  But^  the 
axe  firequently  blistered  their  tender  fingers,  so 
that  '^many  times  every  third  blow  had  a  loud 
oath  to  drown  the  echo."  To  correct  this  evil 
habit,  the  President  contrived  an  ingenious  and 
efiectual  remedy,  which  operated  without  any  loss 
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of  good  bumor  on  the  part  of  the  offenders.  He 
had  a  regkter  kept  of  the  mimber  of  oaths  everjr 
man  uttered  in  the  course  of  the.  day,  aad  at  nijfat, 
he  erdeted  the  same  number  of  cans  of  water  to 
be  poaied  down  his  sleeve.  The  ccmsequence 
was,  that  there  was  hardly  an  oath  to  be  heard  in 
a  week.  The  writer  of  the  narrative  says,  that 
though  these  thirty  gendemen,  who  worked  with 
spirit  and  from  choice,  would  accomjdish  more 
than  a  hundred  who  must  be  driven  to  k,  yet 
twenty  good  stout  worimien  would  do  tnare  than 
•IL 

Captun  Smith,  on  Us  return  to  Jamestown, 
fimfiog  that  mueh  dme  had  been  unprofitably 
spent j  and  that  their>  provisions  were  nuisiDg  low, 
resolved  to  go  in  seardi  of  corn  among  the  In- 
dians. He  went  up  the  river  Ghickahominy,  in 
two  barges  with  eighteen  men,  leavkig  orders^or 
Lieutenant  Percy  to  ibllow  him.  He  Ibond  the 
Indians  surly  and  disobiiging,  who,  thon^  they 
knew  his  wants,  refused  to  trade,  wkh  many  coo-^ 
temptuous  expressions.  Immediately  changing 
fab  tone,  and  appearing  no  longer  in  the  attitude 
of  a  petiticMier  lor  food,  he  told  them  that  his  pur- 
pose was  to  avenge  his  own  imprbonmemt,  and 
the  death  of  bis  countrymen  whom  tbey  had  slain. 
He  then  landed  his  men  and  drew'  them  up  in 
military  order.  This  spirited  conduct  produced 
a  sudden  change  of  opinion  in  the  Indiana,  who 
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sent  ambassadors  to  make  their  peace,  with  pres- 
cmts  of  com,  fish,  and  wildfowl.  They  told  him 
that  their  harvost  hatd  not  been  abundant  that 
year,  and  that  they  had  hardly  enough  to  supply 
their  own  wants ;  but  they  furnished  him  with 
two  hundred  bushek  of  com,  which  was  a  most 
welcome'  gift  to  the  colony. 

Captsun  Smith's  enemies  seem  to  have  turned 
his  most  praiseworthy  and  successful  efibrts  into 
accusations  ;  for  we  read,  '^  that  though  this  much 
contented  the  company,  (that  feared  nothing  more 
than  starving,)  yet  some  so  envied  his  good  suc- 
ce^,  that  they  rather  desired  to  hazard  a  starving, 
than  his  pains  should  prove  so  much  more  effec- 
tual than  theirs."  A  plot  was  evea  formed  by 
Newport  and  Ratcliffe  to  depose  him,  because, 
being  President,  he  had  left  his  place  and  the 
fort  without  their  consent ;  but  '^  their  horns  were 
so  much  too  short  to  effect  it,  as  they  themselves 
more  narrowly  escaped  a  greater  mischief." 

While  the  ship  remained,  a  brisk  trade  was 
carried  on  between  the  saulors  and  the  Indians,  to 
the  great  gain  of  the  former,  but  to  the  prejudice 
of  the  colony.  They  would  even  pilfer  articles 
fl'om  the  public  stores  in  order  to  exchange  them 
for  furs  and  other  valuable  commodities.  And 
these  very  men,  after  having  enriched  themselves 
in  this  manner  at  the  expense  of  the  colonists, 
would  grossly  misrepresent  them  to  the  council  in 
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Eoi^apd,  and  report  that  they  bad  great  abon- 
dance  of  eveiy  thing  i  so  ihat  they  took  no  pains 
to  supply  them  with  stores,  aikd  would  send  over 
crowds  of  hungry  adventurers  to  eat  up  their  hard- 
earned  substance.  Captain  Smith  was  so  pro- 
voked with  Newport's  conduct,  that  he  threat- 
ened to  send  the  ship  home  .without  bun  and  de- 
tain him  a  year  in  the  colony,  that  he  might  have 
the  benefit  of  a  full  experience  of  their  sufferings; 
but,  upon  his  making  proper  submission,  be  ooq- 
sented  to  let  him  go.  He  carried  with  him,  in 
his  ship,  specimens  of  pitch,  tar,  fi:anluncense, 
potash,  clapboards,  and  wainscot,  also  a  quantity 
of  pocaneif  a  red  root  used  in  dyeing. 

The  council  in  England  had  not  been  satisfied 
with  the  proceedings  of  the  colony.  They  bad 
listened  to  misrepresentations  and  calumnies  &om 
interested  or  offended  mdividuals,  and  had  taken 
little  pains  themselves  to  ascertain  the  true  state  of 
affairs.  They  were  disappointed  m  not  receiving 
any  gold  and  silver, from  Virginia ;  and  under  the 
influence. of  these  irritated  feelings,  and  probably 
instigated  by  Newport,  they  had  written  by.  him  an 
angry  letter  to  Captain  Smith.  They  complamed 
of  the  vain  hopes  with  which  they  had  been  enter- 
tained, and  the  disappointments  in  which  these  had 
ended  ;  they  reproved  the  colonists  for  their  dissen- 
sions, and  spoke  of  a  project  for  dividing  the  coun- 
try, about  which  the  former  President  had  writ- 
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ten  a  letter  to  the  Earl  of  Salisbury  ;  and  threat- 
ened them,  that,  unless  the  expenses  of  the  pre* 
sent  voyage,  amounting  to  two  thousand  pounds, 
were  defrayed  by  the  ship's  return,  the  colony 
would  be  deserted  and  left  to  shift  for  themselves. 
To  this  tirade.  Captain  Smith  sent  a  reply  by 
Newport,  combining  the  dignity  proper  to  his 
office  with  a  soldier-like  frankness  and  spirit. 
He  denies  indignantly  the  charge  of  awakening 
hopes  which  have  never  been  realized.;  and,  as  to 
the  plot  for  dividing  the  country,  he  says  he  never 
heard  nor  dreamed  of  such,  a  thing.  He  says, 
that  their  directions  sent  by  Newport  had  all  been 
strictly  followed,  though  he  was  opposed  to  them 
himself,  and  that  all  had  been  taught  by  experi- 
ence to  confess  that  he  was  right.  For  the  two 
thousands  pounds,  which  the  voyage  had  cost,  the 
colony  bad  not  received  the  benefit  of  a  hundred. 
He  tells  them  of  the  great  preparations,  which 
Newport  had  made  for  his  expedition,  and  its  utter 
failure  ;  and  says,  "  As  for  the  quartered  boat  to 
be  borne  by  the  soldiers  over  the  Falls,  if  he  had 
burnt  her  to  ashes,  one  might  have  carried  her  in 
a  bag ;  but,  as  she  is,  five  hundred  cannot,  to  a  na- 
vigable place  above  the  Falls."  He  takes  them  to 
task  for  tlieir  folly  in  sendbg  the  Germans  to  make 
pitch,  tar,  and  glass;  and  in  his  remarks  shows 
great  good  sense,  atid  even  considerable  knowl- 
edge of  political  economy.     He  tells  them,  that 


•Tj^  ^i>iu£  3117.  ii  %  Hc-^  pgak.  s  i-"jit  a  ^ai- 

Rj*ftA  rm  Smies.  ^laarTTritsf  pKonariy  arti^pd 
&7  wEjre  «>  tae  ifhwii.iw  r.re  of  racB ;  ha  dot 
it  ««f  ccift  jpgc^Tric  aid  vc{xc€tzLfle  to  denUe 
to  SKD  oetapotkHS  asr  pnt  of  tke  CTi»ifs  of 
a  Toon;  eoioor.  in  wiiicli  iher  aD  ind  as  modi  s 
tt^  coiild  do  ID  piuiide  sofasistenoe  and  defeod 
tbemfdre^  against  the  Indiais. 

Ife  cofDplains  01  rlewport,  of  his  vaki  projects, 
and  his  mdolence,  and  cootrasts  the  hniiiy  and 
plenty,  10  wbicb^  be  and  his  saikvs  lived,  with  the 
eoane  and  scanty  five  of  the  cdonists.  He  sajs, 
that  Afcber  and  Ralcliflfe  were  the  authors  of  all 
their  fiunions  and  disturbances ;  and  that  the  latter 
is  an  impostor,  whose  real  name  is  Sicklemore; 
and  he  sends  him  home  to  save  his  throat  fix>m  he- 
ing  cut  by  the  colonists,  by  whom  he  is  detested. 
He  entreats  them  to  send  out  carpenters,  husband- 
men, gardeners,  fishermen,  blacksmiths,  and  ma- 
sons, thirty  of  whom  would  be  worth  more  than 
a  thousand  idle  gentlemen,  and  to  provide  for 
their  support  and  subsistence  for  the  present,  and 
leave  all  projects  of  gain  for  the  future.  At  the 
same  time,  he  sent  them  two  barrels  of  stones, 
which  he  conjectured  to  be  iron. ore,  with  labels, 
dnsignating  the  places  in  which  he  found  them. 
To  convince  them  tliat  he  could  make  as  ample 
t  dL<«overy  as  Newport,  and  at  a  less  expense 
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than  he  had  incurred  at  every  meal,  he  trans- 
mitted to  them  a  map  of  Chesapeake  Bay  and 
its  rivers,  which  he  had  explored^  together  with  a 
description  of  the  same."* 


CHAPTER  IX. 

Difficulties  in  Procuring  Provision.  —  Captain 
Smith's  Unsuccessful  Attempt  to  obtain  Pos^ 
session  of  Powhatan's  Person. 

Upon  the  departure  of  the  ship,  the  colonists 
began   to  be   in   apprehension   that  they  shoi^ld 

•  This  was  sent  by  Captain  Nelson,  who  left  James- 
town early  in  June,  1608,  and  it  contains  a  narrative  of 
events  up  to  that  date.  It  was  printed  the  same  year 
in  London,  and  does  not  differ  materially  from  the 
accounts  subsequently  published  in  the  History.  The 
original  pamphlet  is  rare  and  cu/rious,  being  in  black 
letter  and  of  the  quarto  size.  There  is  a  copy  of  it  in 
the  Library  of  Harvard  College,  but  the  title-page  is 
wanting.  In  Mr.  Rich's  Catalogue  of  .American  Books^ 
the  title  is  pnnted  as  follows ;  <<  True  Relation  of  such 
Occurrences  and.  Accidents  of  Noate,  as  hath  happened 
in  Virginia  since  the  Planting  of  the  Colony."  There 
18  also  a  copy  of  the  same  work  in  Colonel  Aspinwall's 
invaluable  collection  of  books  relating  to  America.  It 
was  written  in  the  form  of  a  letter  and  addressed  to 
an  individual ;  probably  to  the  Secretary  of  the  London 
Company. 

C  <  2 
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iHt  of  fixid,  thor  aapplr  faeinv  bat 
Li  cnaer  to  cocaaa  cota,  Captao  Smkb, 
vx^  C4  jcuB  WjuBe  aid  Mr.  Scmcner,  sel  out 
ix  3(«Bsai2cod.  viieic.  apaa  his  nmal,  the  Id- 
coos  aijc  cc' T  icdzsed  to  sire  him  the  faor  faon- 
crsc  bcsrOExc.  vrkh  tber  had  pioimsed,  but  woM 
moL  sr&5e  v^  bsa  at  aU;  ajin^  that  their 
afexk  v»  a'-Tcwt  eoasaoMd,  and  that  thej  bad 
heea  oocxaasded  bj  Powhatan  to  keep  what 
vaa  ML  and  not  permit  the  Eo^ish  to  enter 
nrtr.  Captaki  Smith,  fiading  that  per- 
did  DO  sood,  was  oonstiaioed  to  employ 
ibroe.  At  the  6ist  (fischarge  of  the  muskets, 
the  Indjans  fled  withoot  shooting  an  arrow. 
The  En^Tkh  marched  towards  their  booses,  and 
set  fire  to  the  fiist  one  they  came  to.  •  Up' 
on  the  sigbt  of  the  flames,  the  Indians  came 
Ibrwanl  and  oflfeied  to  give  them  half  the  com 
thej  had,  if  thej  would  d^ist  from  further  vi- 
olence. 

They  knded  the  three  boats,  with  which  the 
English  returned  to  their  place  of  encampment, 
four  miles  down  the  river.  This  was  an  open 
plain,  sheltered  by  a  hill,  and  at  that  time 
the  ground  was  frozen  bard  and  covered  with 
snow.  They  were  accustomed  to  dig  a\^y  the 
snow,  and  make  a  large  fire;  and,  when  the 
ground  was  thoroughly  warmed,  they  would  re- 
move the  fire  and  ashes,  spread  their  mats  up- 
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on  the  spot  and  Ee  down,  using  another  mat 
as  a  scjreen  against  the  wind.  When  the  ground 
grew  cold,  they  shifted  their  fire  again.  Many 
cold  winter  nights  they  passed  in  this  manner; 
and  those,  who  were  thus  exposed  to  the  elements 
in  these  expeditions,  w^e  always  stouter  and 
healthier  than  those,  who  remained  at  home  and 
slept  in  warm  beds. 

Soon  after  their  return  to  Jamestoitrn,  the 
first  marriage  which  took  place  in  Virginia^  was 
celebrated  between  John  Lay  don  and  Anne 
Burras.  v 

Captam  Smith,  mdefatigable  in  securing  the 
settlers  against  even  the  apprehension  of  want, 
remained  but  a  short  time  at  Jamestown,  but, 
accompanied  by  Captain  Waldo,  went  up  the 
bay  in  two  barges.  The  Indians,  on  all  sides, 
fled  at  the  sight  of  them,  till  they  discovered  the 
river  and  people  of  Appomatox.  These  had 
but  little  com;  but  that  little  they  divided  with 
the  English,  and  received  in  exchange  bits  of 
copper  and  other  trifles,  with  which  they  were 
well  contented. 

The  .supplies  procured  in  this  manner  were, 
however,  temporary  and  precarious;  and  Cap- 
tain^ Smith,  who  was  determined  that  no  one 
should  be  in  fear  of  starvation,  while  he  was 
President,  resolved  upon  the  bold  and  question- 
able measure  of  surprising  Powhatan,  and  taking 
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poBBesaoo  of  aD  his  store.  In  tins  project  ae 
was  seconded  faj  Captain  Waldo,  but  opposed  bjr 
Captain  Wjnne  and  Mr.  Scrivener,  which  ktt^ 
gentleaian  bad  become  an  enemy  to  him.  As 
if  to  faTor  his  purposes,  he  was  requested  by 
Powhatan  to  come  and  see  him,  with  a  promise, 
that  he  woold  load  his  ship  with  com,  if  Smith 
would  build  him  a  bouse,  give  him .  a  grind- 
stooe,  filtj  swords,  some  muskets,  a  cock  and 
a  hen,  and  a  large  quantity  of  beads  and  copper. 
Captain  Smith  determined  to  improve  the  oppor- 
tunity thus  fortunately  presented,  although  b« 
suspected  that  the  crafty  old  savage  had  some 
ulterior  design  in  his  specious  offers.  He  ac- 
cordingly sent  two  Englishmen  and  four  Ger- 
mans to  build  him  a  house,  ^ving  them  instruc- 
tions as  to  their  conduct,  and  unluckily  informing 
them  of  bis  plans.  He  soon  after  set  out  him- 
self in  the  bark  and  two  barges,  accompanied 
by  Captain  Waldo  and  forty-six  men.  As  this 
was  an  enterprise  of  great  danger,  he  took  with 
him  only  those  who  volunteered  to  go.  He  left 
the  government  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Scrivener. 
On  the  29th  of  December,  ihey  departed  from 
Jamestown,  carrying  with  tbem  provisions  for  only 
three  or  four  days.  They  lodged  that  night  at 
Wari-askoyac,  an  Indian  village,  a  few  miles  from 
Jamestown,  where  they  made  additions  to  their 
stores. 
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The  phief  of  the  tribe  treated  them  with  great 
kindness,  and  endeavored  ^  to  dissuade  Captain 
Smith  from  going  to  see  Powhatan ;  but,  finding 
him  resolved,  he  warned  him  to  be  on  his  guard, 
Spr  that  Powhatan,  notwithstanding  all  his  seem- 
ing kindness,  had  sent  for  them  merely  for  the 
jiurpose  of  cutting^  their  throats.  The  Captain 
thanked  him  for  his  caution,  and  requested  him 
to  furnish  guides  to  the  nation  of  the  Chawonocs, 
who  dwelt  between  the  rivers  Nottaway  and  Me- 
herrin,  in  North  Carolina,  to  which  be  readily 
consented.  Mr.  Michael  Sicklemore,  a  valiant 
and  honest  soldier,  was  sent  upon  this  enterprise, 
the  object  of  which  was  to  obtain  silk-grass  and 
to  inquire  after  Sir  Walter  Raleigh's  lost  colony. 

The  next  night  they  lodged  at  Kecoughtan 
(Hampton),  where  they  were  detained  several 
days  by  violent  storms.  This  obliged  them  to 
keep  their  Christmas  among  the  Indians.*  But 
we  are  told  that  they  had  a  very  merry  one, 
warmed  by  blazing  fires,  and  their  tables  amply 
spread  with  fish,  flesh,  oysters,  and  wildfowl. 
After  various  accidents,  they  arrived  on  the  12th 

*.  The  narratLve  states,  that  they  left  Jamestown  on 
the  29th  of  Decemher,  and  yet  that  they  afterwards  kept 
Christmas  among  the  savages.  Of  course,  both  state- 
ments cannot  be  correct  The  matter  is  fortunately  of 
littlfe  consequence;  as  there  are  no  means  of  ascertaining 
which  is  right 
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of  hamurj  «t  Werovrocomocoy  wlieie  diey  bmi 
tbe  river  (nmen  to  neariy  half  a  iii3e  from  the 
shore.  Tbej  broke  the  ice  lo  make  a  passage 
k€  tbe  barge,  till  she  was  grouiided  bj  the  ebbing 
of  tbe  tide,  wbeo  they  leaped  out  and  waded  to 
tbe  shore  through  tbe  ice  and  mod. 

They  qaartered  in  the  fiist  cabiDS  which  they 
foond,  and  sent  for  provisioos  to  Powhatan,  who 
supplied  them  with  bread,  turkeys,  and  venisoD. 
Tbe  next  day,  after  having  given  them  an  enter- 
tainment, be  very  inhospitably  inquired  of  them 
when  they  purposed  to  go  away,  saying,  that  he 
bad  never  invited  them  to  come,  and  that  nei* 
ther  be  nor  bis  people  bad  any  4xxn  to  spare. 
Captain  Smith  then  confionted  bim  with  the  men 
who  bad  brought  hi$  invitation,  and  quietly  asked 
him  how  he  came  to  be  so  forgetful;  *' thereat 
the  King  concluded  the  matter  with  a  meny 
laugh,''  and  asked  for  bis  commodities.  Nothing 
suited  him,  however,  but  guns  and  swords,  and 
be  valued  a  basket  of  com  at  a  higher  rate  than 
a  basket  of  copper.  Captain  Smith,  perceiving 
that  the  wily  savage  was  trifling  with  him,  said  to . 
him  with  some  sternness,  that  he  had  confidently 
relied  upon  his  promises  to  supply  the  colony 
with  provisions,  and  had  neglected  to  procure  any 
from  other  sources,  which  he  might  have  done ; 
and,  to  testify  his  regard  to  him,  he  had  sent  nie- 
chanics  to  construct  buildings  for  him,  while  bis 


CAPTAIN    JOHN    SMITH.  999 

own  were  standing  unfinished*  He  charged  him 
with  having  monopolized  his  people's  corn  and 
forbidden  them  to  trade  with  the  English,  ui 
hopes,  by  starvation,  to  bring  them  to  his  own 
terms.  As  to  guns  and  sWords,  he  had  none  to 
spare,  as  he  had  totd  him  long  before  ;  but  they 
would  contrive  4o  keep  from  starving  by  the  aid 
of  thc^e  which  they  had,  though  they  would  do 
bim  no  wrong  nor  violence,  nor.  break  the  friend- 
ship which  existed  between  them,  unless  con- 
strained to  do  so-  by  ill  usage. 

Powhatan  listened  attentively  to  this  discourse, 
and  promised  that  both  he  and  his  people  would 
supply  the  English  with  as  much  com  as  could 
be  spared,  and  that  they  should  receive  it  within 
two  days.  "But,",  he  added,  "I  have  some 
doubts  about  the  reason  of  your  coming  here.  I 
am  informed  by  many,  that  you  come,  not  to 
trade,  but^  to  invade  my  people,  and  to  pos- 
sess my  country.  This  makes  me  less  ready  to 
relieve  you,  and  frightens  my  people  from  bring- 
ing in  their  com.  And  therefore  to  ease  them  of 
that  fear,  leave  your  arms  ab6ard,  since  they  are 
needless  here,  where  we  are  all  friends." 

Powhatan's  doubts  were  very  reasonable,  and 
his  wary  conduct  perfectly  justifiable  ;  for  Smith's 
whole  plot  had  been  revealed  to  him  by  the  Ger- 
mans, who  had  been  sent  to  build  a  house  for 
bim.     These  men>  seeing  Powhatan's  wealth  and 
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£o|^d,  and  report  that  they  had  great  abun- 
dance of  eyeiy  thing  |  so  ihat  they  took  no  pains 
to  supply  them  with  stores,  and  would  send  o^er 
crowds  of  hungry  adventurers  to  eat  up  their  hard- 
earned  substance.  Captain  Smith  was  so  pro- 
voked with  Newport's  conduct,  that  he  threat- 
ened to  send  the  ship  home  without  him  and  de- 
tab  him  a  year  in  the  colony,  that  he  might  have 
the  benefit  of  a  full  experience  of  their  sufferings ; 
but,  upon  his  making  proper  submission,  he  ooq- 
sented  to  let  him  go.  He  carried  with  him,  in 
his  ship,  sp^imens  of  pitch,  tar,  frankincense, 
potash,  clapboards,  and  wabscot,  also  a  quantity 
of  jx>con€i,  a  red  root  used  in  dyeing. 

The  council  in  England  bad  not  been  satisfied 
with  the  proceedings  of  the  colony.  They  had 
Ibtened  to  misrepresentations  and  calumnies  fix>ai 
interested  or  offended  individuals,  and  had  taken 
little  pains  themselves  to  ascertiun  the  true  state  of 
affairs.  They  were  disappointed  in  not  receiving 
any  gold  and  silver /rom  Virginia;  and  under  the 
influence. of  these  irritated  feelings,  and  probably 
instigated  by  Newport,  they  bad  written  by,  him  an 
angry  letter  to  Captain  Smith.  They  complained 
of  the  vain  hopes  with  which  they  ha^  been  enter- 
tained, and  the  disappointments  in  which  these  bad 
ended  ;  they  reproved  the  colonists  for  their  dissen- 
sions, and  spoke  of  a  project  for  dividing  the  coun- 
try, about  which  the  former  President  had  writ- 
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ten  a  letter  to  the  Ear]  of  Salisbury  ;  and  threat- 
ened them,  that,  unless  the  expenses  of  the  pre*- 
sent  voyage,  amopnting  to  two  thousand  pounds, 
were  defrayed  by  the  ship's  return,  the  colony 
would  be  deserted  and  left  to  shift  for  themselves. 
To  this  tirade,  Captain  Smith  sent  a  reply  by 
Newport,  combining  the  dignity  proper  to  his 
office  with  a  soldier-like  frankness  and  spirit* 
He  denies  indignantly  the  charge  of  awakening 
hopes  which  have  never  been  realized.;  and,  ns  to 
the  plot  for  dividing  the  country,  he  says  be  never 
heard  nor  dreamed  of  such,  a  thing.  He  says, 
that  their  directions  sent  by  Newport  had  all  been 
strictly  followed,  though  he  was  opposed  to  them 
himself,  and  that  all  had  been  taught  by  experi- 
ence to  confess  that  he  was  right.  For  the  two 
thousands  pounds,  which  the  voyage  had  cost,  the 
colony  bad  not  received  the  benefit  of  a  hundred. 
He  tells  them  of  the  great  preparations,  which 
Newport  had  made  for  his  expedition,  and  its  utter 
failure  ;  and  says,  "  As  for  the  quartered  boat  to 
be  borne  by  the  soldiers  over  the  Falls,  if  he  had 
burnt  her.  to  ashes,  one  might  have  carried  her  in 
a  bag  ;  but,  as  she  is,  five  hundred  cannot,  to  a  na- 
vigable place  above  the  Falls."  He  takes  them  to 
task  for  their  folly  in  sending  the  Germans  to  make 
pitch,  tar,  and  glass;  and  in  his  remarks  shows 
great  good  sense,  abd  even  considerable  knowl- 
edge o£  political  economy.     He  tells  them,  tha^ 
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of  copper  or  a  few  beads,  but  that  this  <^  stately 
kind  of  solicitiDg "  would  make  him  insolent  and 
contemptuous  beyond  all  efidurance.  These  ar« 
guments,  convincing  in  themselves  and  strongly 
recommended  by  the  character  and  experience 
of  their  supporter,  were  ho*wevi*r  overruled  in 
council  principally  by  means  of  Newport^s  san- 
guine promises  and  assurances.  He  was  ungen- 
erous enough  to  insinuate  that  Smith's  opposition 
to  his  expedition  arose  from  a  wish  to  monopolize 
the  glory  of  the  discovery  himself,  and  that  the 
only  obstacle  to  its  success  would  be  the  desire  of 
the  Indians  to  take  vengeance  upon  the  English 
for  the  cruelties  which  he  had  formerly  inflicted 
upon  them. 

This  decbion  affi>rded  to  Captam  Smith  an 
opportunity  to  show  the  real  greatness  and  mag- 
nanimity of  his  character.  Though  he  was  Presi^ 
dent,  no  sooner  did  he  find  the  majority  of  the 
council  against  him,  tha.n,  without  any  further 
opposition  or  sullen  obstinacy,  he  lent  his  most 
vigorous  efforts  to  the  prosecution  of  the  plans 
they  had  decided  upon.  To  show  how  unfound- 
ed were  Newport's  charges  of  cruelty  and  how 
little  he  himself  had  to  fear  from  the  Indians, 
he  volunteered  to  go  with  four  others  and  invite 
Powhatan  to  Jamestown  to  receive  bis  presents. 
He  travelled  by  land  twelve  miles  and  crossed 
York  River  in  a  canoe  to  Werowocomoco,  where 
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lie  expected  to  find  Powhatan.  But  he  was 
thirty  miles  distant,  and  was  immediately  sent  for. 
Pocahontas  and  her  women  did  their  utmost  to 
entertain  their  guests. 

As  they  were  seated  around  the  fire,  they 
suddenly  heard  a  hideous  noise  in  the  woods, 
llie  English,  supposing  that  they  were  betrayed, 
seized  upon  two  or  three  old  men  who  sat  near, 
as  hostages  for  their  safety.  But  Pocahontas 
came  running  up  to  them,  ahd  assured  them  that 
DO  harm  was  intended  to  them,  and  that,  if  any 
happened,  she  would  willingly  give  up  the  lives 
of  herself  and  her  women  to  atone  for  it.  Her 
assurances  removed  ^eir  suspicions,  and  enabled 
them  to  attend  to  the  pageant,  which  was  pre- 
pared for  their  entertainment.  Thirty  'youpg 
women -sallied  from  the  woods,  variously  painted, 
clothed  only  with  a  girdle  of  leaves,  and  orna- 
mented with  sundry  devices.  The  writer  of  the 
narrative  describes  their  dance,  in  the  following 
rather  ungaliant  terms ;  "  These  fiends  with  most 
hellish  shouts  and  eries,  rushing  from  among  the 
trees,  cast  themselves  in  a  ring  about  the  fire, 
singing  and  dancing  with  most  excellent  ill  va- 
riety, oft  falling  mto  their  infernal  passions,  and 
solemnly  again  to  sing  and  dance;  having  spent 
near  an  hour  in  this  mascarado,  as  they  entered, 
in  like  manner  they  departed."    This  dance  was 
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9,  to  receive  the 
of  hk  frtber,  C^rtab 
Newport,  and  cooecrt  with  him  plans  for  taking 
revenge  apon  his  epemies  the  Monacans.  The 
replj  of  the  savage  monareh  is  stifldngly  cbar- 
acterisdc  of  his  hai^;htinflsSy  adhesfect,  and 
knowledge  of  boman  nature.  ^^If  your  King," 
said  be,  ''have  sent  me  presents,  I  also  am  a 
King  and  this  is  my  hnd ;  eight  (kys  I  viU  stay 
to  receive  them.  Yoinr  father  is  to  come  lo  me, 
not  I  to  him,  nor  yet  to  your  fort,  neither  wiU 
I  hite  at  such  a  bait ;  as  for  the  Monacans,  I 
can  revenge  my  own  ibjuries;  for  any  salt  water 
beyond  the  mountains,  the  relations  you  have 
bad  from  my  people  are  fake."  At  the  same 
time,  he  draw  upon  the  ground  A  rude  chart 
of  the  countries  of  which  he  spoke.  After 
some  complimentary  discourses,.  Captain  Smith 
took  leave  of  him,  and  carried  his  answer  to 
Jamestown. 
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Whereupon  the  presents  were  sent  round  bf 
water,  tod  Captains  Smith  and  Newport  went 
across  by  land,  with  a  guard  of  fiity  armed  men. 
All  having  met  at  Weiowocomoco,  the  next  day 
was  appointed  for  Powhatan's  coronatioQ.  Thett 
his  presents  were  brought  lo  him,  and  the  basfon, 
ewer,  bed,  and  ibmiture  were  set  up.  His  soar- 
let  cloak  and  suit  were  put  on,  but  not  imtil  be 
bad  been  persuaded  by  Namontack  (the  Indisn 
youth  whom  be  had  formerly  presented  lo  New*- 
port,  and  who  had  been  to  England  with  him), 
that  there  was  nothing  dangerous  in  them.  They 
had  great  trouble  in  inducing  him  to  kneel  in 
order  to  receive  his  crown.  He  understood 
nothing  of  the  "majesty  or  meaning"  (as  the 
narrative  has  it)  of  a  crown,  nor  of  the  ceremony 
of  i3ending  the  knee ;  which  obliged  them  to  use 
so  many  arguments  and  so  mncfa^  persuasion,  that 
their  patience  was  entirely  worn  out.  They 
l»ucceeded  at  last  in  making  him  stoop  a  little 
by  leaning  hkrA  upon  bis  shoulders;  and,  as 
soon  as  the  crown  was  put  upon  his  head,  a 
volley  was  fired  from  the  boats,  at  which  hto^ 
started  up  in  great  adright,  tfll  he  was  informed 
what  it  meant.  What  would  this  sylvan  monarch 
have  said,  if  he  had  witnessed  the  cumbrous  splen* 
dor  of  a  modern  coronation  ? 

By  way  of  making  a  proper  acknowledgment 


d  the 


and  about  as  much  moie  was  pmchased  in  the 
Tillage,  with  which  thejr  letunied  to  James- 
town. 

Inunediatelj  after  this,  Captam  Newpcnrt  set 
out  upon  his  expedition  of  discovery,  with  a  hun- 
dred and  twenty  chosen  men^  leaymg  Captain 
Smith  at  Jamestown  with  eighty  or  ninety  weak 
and  sickly  ones,  to  load  the  ship.  The  enter* 
prise  proved  a  total  £ulure,  and  its  history  may 
be  told  m  a  very  few  wx>rds.  They  proceeded  in 
their  boat  to  the  Falls  of  James  River,  and  then 
went  by  land  about  forty  miles,  through  a  fertile 
and  well-watered  country.  They  discovered  two 
villages  of  the  Monacans  on  the  south  side  of  the 
river,  the  inhabitants  of  which  used  them  neither 
well  nor  ill,  but,  by  way  of  security,  they  took 
one  of  their  petty  cbieis  and  led  him  bound  in  or- 
der to  guide  them.  A  journey  of  two  days  and  a 
half  sufficed  to  cool  their  spirit  of  ad  venture  and  to 
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weary  their  delicate  limbs  so  much,  that  they 
turned  dboat  ftod  resumed  their  march  homeward, 
«lakilk§  wilb  tbem  some  quantity  of  a  certain 
eaith,  from  which  their  refiner  pretended  to  have 
extracted  silver.  They  arrived  at  Jamestown 
^^tialf  sick,  all  complaining,  and  tired  with  toil, 
famine,  and  discontent ; "  having  gained  nothing 
but  experience.  Every  thing  had  turned  out 
exactly  as  Captain  Smith  had  foretold,  which,  of 
course,  sharpened  the  sting  of  disappomtment. 

Captain  Smith,  who  would  allow  no  man  to 
be  idle,  immediately  set  them  all  at  work  ;  some 
in  making  glass;  others  tar,  pitch,  and  potash. 
These  he  left  under  the  care  of  the  coun^ 
at  Jamestown,  and  he  himself  took  thirty  men 
about  five  miles  down-  the  river,  and  employed 
them  in  cutting  timber  and  making  clapboards. 
Among  these  were  several  young  gentlemen,  who 
had  not  been  used  to  felling  trees  and  sleeping  on 
the  ground ;  but,  as  there  was  something  excitmg 
in  the  employment,  and  their  President  shared  all 
their  toils  and  hardships,  they  soon  became  recon- 
ciled to  their  situation,  ^'making  it  their  delight  to 
hear  the  trees  thunder  as  they  fell.''  But  the 
axe  frequently  blistered  their  tender  fingers,  so 
that  ^'many  times  every  third  blow  had  a  loud 
oath  to  drown  the  echo."  To  correct  this  evil 
habit,  the  President  contrived  an  ingenious  and 
eflfectual  remedy,  which  operated  without  any  loss 


than  a  bumiiBd  wbo  iHHi  be  Aiim  io  it»  yet 


SuMliij  on  faii  retniB  to 
dnt  modi  tine  bdl  beee  unprafitablf 
qieot,  aad  tbet  tbeir>  praviaiaos  were  fainnDg  low, 
PtmAwed  to  go  m  seaidi  of  ooro  unong  tfae  In- 
diaof.  He  west  ap  the  ri^er  ChickahoiDinj,  in 
two  bergas  with  eig^iteen  men,  leaving  ordersvior 
Lieuteoaot  Percjr  to  fellow  hiin.  He  foond  the 
Indiaof  iiirljr  and  disobiigiag,  wbo,  though  thej 
knew  bb  wants,  refesed  to  trade,  with  many  coo'^ 
temptuottf  expressions.  lounediately  changing 
his  tone,  and  appearing  no  longer  m  the  attitude 
of  a  petitioner  for  food,  he  told  tbem  that  bis  par- 
pose  was  to  avenge  his  own  knprisonmeBt,  and 
the  death  of  his  countiymen  wbom  tbey  bad  slain. 
Ho  then  landed  his  men  and  drew  them  up  in 
military  order.  This  spirited  cooduct  piodiioed 
a  sudden  change  of  opinion  in  the  Indian^  who 
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sent  ambassadors  to  make  their  peace,  with  pres- 
aats  of  com,  fish,  and  wildfowl.  They  told  him 
that  their  hai*v«st  hatd  not  been  abundant  that 
year,  and  that  they  had  hardly  enough  to  supply 
their  own  wants ;  but  they  furnished  him  with 
two  hundred  bushels  of  com,  which  was  a  most 
welcome'  gift  to  the  colony. 

Captain  Smith's  enemies  seem  to  have  turned 
his  most  praiseworthy  and  successful  efforts  into 
accusations  ;  for  we  read,  ''  that  though  this  much 
contented  the  company,  (that  feared  nothing  more 
than  starving,)  yet  some  so  envied  his  good  suc- 
cess, that  they  rather  desired  to  hazard  a  starving, 
than  his  pains  should  prove  so  much  more  effec- 
tual than  theirs."  A  plot  was  even  formed  by 
Newport  and  Ratcliffe  to  depose  him,  because, 
being  President,  he  had  left  his  place  and  the 
fort  without  their  consent ;  but  "  their  horns  were 
so  much  too  short  to  effect  it,  as  they  themselves 
more  nan-owly  escaped  a  greater  mischief." 

While  the  ship  remained,  a  brisk  trade  was 
carried  on  between  the  sailors  and  the  Indians,  to 
the  great  gain  of  the  former,  but  to  the  prejudice 
of  the  colony.  They  would  even  pilfer  articles 
fifom  the  public  stores  in  order  to  exchange  them 
for  furs  and  other  valuable  commodities.  And 
these  very  men,  after  having  enriched  themselves 
in  this  manner  at  the  expense  of  the  colonists, 
would  grossly  misrepresent  them  to  the  council  in 
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of  copper  or  a  few  beads,  but  that  this  *^  i 
kind  of  solidtmg "  would  make  him  insolent  and 
contemptuous  beyond  all  endurance.  These  ar- 
guments, convincing  in  themselves  and  strongly 
recommended  by  the  character  and  experience 
of  their  supporter,  were  ho*wevi*r  overruled  in 
council  principally  by  means  of  Newport's  san- 
guine promises  and  assurances.  He  was  ungen- 
erous enough  to  insinuate  that  Smith's  opposition 
to  his  expedition  arose  from  a  wish  to  monopolize 
the  glory  of  the  discovery  himself,  and  that  the 
only  obstacle  to  its  success  would  be  the  desure  of 
the  Indians  to  take  vengeance  upon  the  English 
for  the  cruelties  which  he  had  formerly  inflicted 
upon  them. 

This  decbion  affi>rded  to  Captab  Smith  an 
opportunity  to  show  the  real  greatness  and  mag- 
nanimity of  his  character.  Though  he  was  Presi^ 
dent,  no  sooner  did  he  find  the  majority  of  the 
council  against  him,  than,  without  any  further 
opposition  or  sullen  obstinacy,  he  lent  his  most 
vigorous  efforts  to  the  prosecution  of  the  plans 
they  had  decided  upon.  To  show  how  unfound- 
ed were  Newport's  charges  of  cruelty  and  how 
little  he  himself  had  to  fear  from  the  Indians, 
he  volunteered  to  go  with  four  others  and  invite 
Powhatan  to  Jamestown  to  receive  bis  presents. 
He  travelled  by  land  twelve  miles  and  crossed 
York  River  in  a  canoe  to  Werowocomoco,  where 
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lie  expected  to  find  Powhatan.  But  he  was 
thirty  miles  distant,  and  was  immediately  sent  for. 
Pocahontas  and  her  women  did  their  utmost  to 
entertain  their  guests. 

As  they  were  seated  around  the  fire,  they 
suddenly  heard  -a  hideous  noise  in  the  woods. 
The  English,  supposing  that  they  were  betrayed, 
seized  upon  two  or  three  old  men  who  sat  oear^ 
as  hostages  for  their  safety.  But  Pocahontas 
came  running  up  to  them,  ahd  assiured  them  that 
no  harm  was  intended  to  them,  and  that,  if  any 
happened,  she  would  willingly  give  up  the  lives 
of  herself  and  her  women  to  atone  for  it.  Her 
assurances  removed  their  suspicions,  and  enabled 
them  to  attend  to  the  pageant,  which  was  pre- 
pared for  their  entertainment.  Thirty  'youpg 
women  sallied  from  the  woods,  variously  painted, 
clothed  only  with  a  girdle  of  leaves,  and  orna- 
mented with  sundry  devices.  The  writer  of  the 
narrative  describes  their  dance,  in  the  following 
rather  ungallant  terms ;  "  These  fiends  with  most 
hellish  shouts  and  cries,  rushing  from  among  the 
trees,  cast  themselves  in  a  ring  about  the  fire, 
singing  and  dancing  with  most  excellent  ill  va- 
riety, oft  falling  into  their  infernal  passions,  and 
solemnly  again  to  sing  and  dance;  having  spent 
near  an  hour  in  this  mascarado,  as  they  entered, 
in  like  manner  they  departed."    This  dance  was 
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fcUowed  by  a  fevt,  si  whicb  ttus  good  Captam 
was  BMch  aaooyed  bjr  the  oficious  caresses  of 
the  abovemeatioBcd  BMaquendiog  damsels.  The 
Eoglisbfuen  were  then  conibcted  to  their  hidg- 
ings,  with  fiiebniiida  cakiied  belbce  them  iastead 
of  torches. 

The  next  day  Pdwhatan  aniFed,  and  Cap- 
tab  Smith  dehveied  to  him  his  message,  dear- 
ing  him  to  come  to  Jamestown,  to  receive  the 
presents  from  the  hands  of  faia  father.  Captain 
Newport,  and  concert  with  him  plans  for  taking 
revenge  upon  his  enenues  the  Monacans.  The 
reply  of  the  savage  monarch  is  strikingly  char- 
acteristic of  his  haughdnessy  self-respect,  and 
knowledge  of  human  natore.  ^^If  your  King," 
said  he,  <' have- sent  me  prosents,  I  also  am  a 
King  and  this  is  my  land ;  eight  days  I  mjil  stay 
to  receive  them.  Your  father  is  to  come  to  me, 
not  I  to  him,  nor  yet  to  your  jfart,  neither  wiU 
I  hite  at  such  a  bait ;  as  for  the  Monacans,  I 
can  revenge  my  own  injuries;  for  any  salt  water 
beyond  the  mountains,  the  relations  you  have 
had  from  my  people  are  fake."  At  the  same 
time,  he  drew  upon  the  ground  A  rude  chart 
of  the  countries  of  which  he  spoke.  After 
some  complimentary  discourses,-  Captain  Smith 
took  leave  of  him,  and  carried  his  answer  to 
Jamestown. 


CAPTAiir  joHir  SMITH.  SeS 

Whereupon  the  presents  were  sent  round  bf 
water^  tnd  Captains  Smith  and  Newport  went 
across  by  Imid^  with  a  guard  of  66j  armed  mea. 
All  having  met  at  Wefowocomoco,  the  next  day 
was  appointed  for  Powiiatan's  coronatioQ.  Thett 
his  presei^  were  brought  lo  him,  and  the  bason, 
ewer,  bed,  and  ibmiture  were  set  up.  His  aoar- 
let  cloak  and  suit  were  put  on,  but  not  until  be 
bad  been  persuaded  by  Namontack  (the  IndM 
youth  whom  be  bad  formerly  presented  to  New- 
port/and  who  had  been  to  England  with  him), 
that  there  was  nothing  dangerous  in  them.  They 
bad  great  trouble  in  inducing  him  to  kneel  in 
order  to  receive  his  crown.  He  understood 
nothing  of  the  "majesty  or  meaning"  (as  the 
narrative  has  it)  of  a  crown,  nor  of  the  ceremony 
of  bending  the  knee ;  which  obliged  them  to  use 
so  many  arguments  and  so  mncfa~  persuasion,  that 
their  patience  was  entirely  worn  out.  They 
i»ucceeded  at  last  in  making  him  stoop  a  Ihtie 
by  leaning  blird  itpon  his  shouMers;  and,  as 
soon  as  the  crown  was  put  upon  his  head,  a 
vo3ey  was  iS^red  from  the  boats,  at  which  hi^ 
started  up  in  great  afiHght,  t31  he  was  informed 
what  it  meant.  What  would  this  sylvan  monarch 
have  said,  if  he  had  witnessed  the  cumbrons  splen* 
dor  of  a  modem  coronation  ? 

By  way  of  making  a  proper  acknowledgment 


«r  the  bans  wUdi  hri  bea 

■CMDiad  Cafttim  Kewport  witb 
old  Aoa.      He 

the  Elfish  bom  thek  wild 
of  esplonqg  the  kdand  eoanliy,  ad  nSaaed  to 
gpre  tfaoB  mea  or  guides  lor  tint  obfect,  except 
Naonotack.  After  wamy  cnri  ^eeches  bad 
been  esdiaiiged,  be  gave  Newport  a  beap  of 
ean  of  oofn  wmtaining  seven  or  ei^  bosfads, 
and  about  as  mucb  aKne  was  pmdiased  in  the 
TiUage,  with  which    thejr    letoined    to    James- 


ImmedBately  after  this,  Captam  Newpcnrt  set 
oat  upon  bis  expedition  ol  discovery,  with  a  faiin- 
dred  and  twentj  chosen  men,  leaving  Captain 
Smith  at  Jamestown  with  eighty  or  ninety  weak 
and  sickly  ones,  to  load  the  ship.  The  enter* 
prise  proved  a  total  fiulure,  and  its  history  may 
be  told  in  a  very  few  wx>rds.  They  proceeded  in 
their  boat  to  the  Falls  of  James  River,  and  then 
went  by  land  about  forty  miles,  through  a  fertile 
and  well-watered  country.  They  discovered  two 
villages  of  the  Monacans  on  the  south  side  of  the 
river,  the  inhabitants  of  which  used  them  neither 
well  nor  ill,  but,  by  way  of  security,  they  took 
one  of  their  petty  chiefs  and  led  him  bound  in  or- 
der to  guide  them.  A  journey  of  two  days  and  a 
half  sufficed  to  cool  their  spirit  of  adventure  and  to 
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weary  ibeir  delicate  limbs  so  much,  that  they 
turned  dbofit  and  resumed  tbeir  march  homeward, 
'taking  wilb  tbem  some  quantity  of  a  certain 
earth,  from  which  their  refiner  pretended  'to  have 
extracted  silver.  They  arrived  at  Jamestown 
^^half  sick,  all  ccxoplaining,  and  tired  with  toil, 
famine,  and  discontent ; "  having  gained  nothing 
but  experience.  Every  thing  had  turned  out 
exactly  as  Captam  Smith  had  foretold,  which,  of 
course,  sharpened  the  sting  of  disappointment. 

Captain  Smith,  who  would  allow  no  man  to 
be  idle,  immediately  set  them  all  at  work  ;  some 
in  making  glass;  others  tar,  pitch,  and  potash. 
These  he  left  under  the  care  of  the  coundl 
at  Jamestown,  and  he  himself  took  thirty  men 
about  five  miles  down- the  river,  and  employed 
them  in  cutting  timber  and  making  clapboards. 
Among  these  were  several  young  gentlemen,  who 
had  not  been  used  to  felling  trees  and  sleeping  on 
the  ground ;  but,  as  there  was  something  exciting 
in  the  employment,  and  their  President  shared  all 
their  toils  and  hardships,  they  soon  became  recon- 
ciled to  their  situation,  '^making  it  their  delight  to 
hear  the  trees  thunder  as  they  fell.''  But  the 
axe  frequently  blistered  their  tender  fingers,  so 
that  '^many  times  every  third  blow  had  a  loud 
oath  to  drown  the  echo."  To  correct  this  evil 
habit,  the  President  contrived  an  ingenious  and 
effectual  remedy,  which  operated  without  any  loss 
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of  good  humor  on  the  part  of  the  offenders.  He 
htd  a  renter  kept  of  the  number  of  oaths  ereiy 
man  uttered  in  the  course  of  the  day,  and  at  nig^t, 
he  ordered  the  same  number  of  cans  of  water  to 
be  poured  down  his  sleeve.  The  coaeequence 
was,  that  there  was  hardly  an  oath  to  be  heard  in 
a  week.  The  writer  of  the  namtive  says,  that 
though  these  thiity  gentlemen,  who  worked  with 
spirit  and  from  choice,  woidd  accomplish  more 
than  a  hundred  who  must  be  driven  to  it,  yet 
twenty  good  stout  workmen  would  do  more  than 
alL 

Captun  Smith,  on  Us  return  to  Jamestown, 
finding  that  much  time  had  been  unprafitably 
spent^  and  that  their*  pioviwns  were  runrnng  low, 
resolved  to.  go  in  seardi  of  com  among  the  In- 
dians. He  went  up  the  river  Chickahominy,  in 
two  barges  with  eighteen  men,  leavkig  prdersv&r 
lieutenant  Percy  to  foUow  him.  He  Ibond  the 
Indians  surly  md  disobHgmg,  who,  though  they 
knew  hb  wants,  refused  to  trade,  with  many  con- 
temptuous expressions.  Immediately  changing 
his  tone,  and  appearing  no  longer  in  the  attkude 
of  a  petitioner  for  food,  he  told  them  that  his  pur- 
pose was  to  avenge  his  own  haprisonmeDt,  and 
the  death  of  his  countrymen  whom  tbey  had  slain. 
He  then  landed  his  men  and  drew'  them  up  in 
miliury  order.  This  spirited  conduct  produced 
a  sudden  change  d*  opinion  in  the  Indiana^  who 
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sent  ambassadors  to  make  their  peace,  with  pres- 
ents of  com,  fish,  and  wildfowl.  They  told  him 
that  their  harvest  hatd  not  been  abundant  that 
year,  and  that  they  had  hardly  enough  to  supply 
their  own  wants ;  but  they  furnished  him  with 
two  hundred  bushels  of  com,  which  was  a  most 
welcome'  gift  to  the  colony. 

Captain  Smith's  enemies  seem  to  have  turned 
his  most  praiseworthy  and  successful  efforts  into 
accusations  ;  for  we  read,  ^^  that  though  this  much 
contented  the  company,  (that  feared  nothing  more 
than  starving,)  yet  some  so  envied  his  good  suc- 
cess, that  they  rather  desired  to  hazard  a  starving, 
than  his  pains  should  prove  so  much  more  effec- 
tual than  theirs."  A  plot  was  even  formed  by 
Newport  and  Ratcliffe  to  depose  him,  because, 
being  President,  he  had  left  his  place  and  the 
fort  without  their  consent ;  but  "  their  horns  were 
so  much  too  short  to  effect  it,  as  they  themselves 
more  narrowly  escaped  a  greater  mischief." 

While  the  ship  remained,  a  brisk  trade  was 
carried  on  between  the  sailors  and  the  Indians,  to 
the  great  gain  of  the  former,  but  to  the  prejudice 
of  the  colony.  They  would  even  pilfer  articles 
fiCom  the  public  stores  in  order  to  exchange  them 
for  furs  and  other  valuable  commodities.  And 
these  very  men,  after  having  enriched  themselves 
in  this  manner  at  the  expense  of  the  colonists, 
would  grossly  misrepresent  them  to  the  council  in 
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Ea^aady  and  leport  tfait  ifaey  had  gieat  abm- 
diDce  of  every  thing ;  so  ihal  they  took  no  pains 
lo  sopply  them  with  stores,  and  would  send  over 
croirds  f^bungiy  adreotureis  to  eat  up  thw  hard- 
eained  substance.  Captain  Smith  was  so  i»o- 
Toked  with  Newport's  conduct,  that  he  threat- 
ened to  send  the  ship  home  without  him  and  de- 
tain him  a  year  m  the  ookny,  that  he  might  have 
the  benefit  of  a  fuB  experience  of  their  suflferings; 
but,  upon  hb  making  proper  submission,  he  ooo- 
sented  to  let  him  go.  He  carried  with  him,  in 
hb  ship,  sp^imens  of  pitch,  tar,  frankinceDse, 
potash,  dapboards,  and  wainscot,  also  a  quantity 
of  pocaneSf  a  red  root  used  in  dyeing. 

The  council  m  Englaad  had  not  been  satisfied 
with  the  proceedings  of  the  colony.  They  had 
listened  to  misrepresentations  and  calumnies  from 
interested  or  offended  individuals,  and  had  taken 
little  pains  themselves  to  ascertm  the  true  state  o{ 
afiairs.  They  were  disappointed  in  not  receiidng 
any  gold  and  silver /rom  Virginia;  and  under  the 
influence. of  these  irritated  feelings,  and  probably 
instigated  by  Newport,  they  had  written  by.  him  an 
angry  letter  to  Captain  Smith,  They  complained 
of  the  vain  hopes  with  which  they  had  been  enter- 
tained, and  the  disappointments  in  which  these  had 
ended  ;  they  reproved  the  colonists  for  their  dissen- 
sions, and  spoke  of  a  project  for  dividing  the  coun- 
try, about  which  the  former  President  had  writ- 
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ten  a  letter  to  the  Earl  of  Salisbury  ;  and  threat- 
ened them,  that,  unless  the  expenses  of  the  pre* 
sent  voyage,  amounting  to  two  thousand  pounds, 
were  defrayed  by  the  ship's  return,  the  colony 
would  be  deserted  and  left  to  shift  for  themselves. 
To  this  tirade,  Captain  Smith  sent  a  reply  by 
Newport,  combining  the  dignity  proper  to  his 
office  with  a  soldier-like  frankness  and  spirit. 
He  denies  indignantly  the  charge  of  awakening 
hopes  which  have  never  been  realized.;  and,  as  to 
the  plot  for  dividing  the  country,  he  says  he  never 
heard  nor  dreamed  of  such,  a  thing.  He  says, 
that  their  directions  sent  by  Newport  had  all  been 
strictly  followed,  though  he  was  opposed  to  them 
himself,  and  that  all  had  been  taught  by  experi- 
ence to  confess  that  he  was  right.  For  the  two 
thousands  pounds,  which  the  voyage  had  cost,  the 
colony  had  not  received  the  benefit  of  a  hundred. 
He  tells  them  of  the  great  preparations,  which 
Newport  had  made  for  his  expedition,  and  its  utter 
failure  ;  and  says,  '^  As  for  the  quartered  boat  to 
be  borne  by  the  soldiers  over  the  Falls,  if  he  had 
burnt  her  to  ashes,  one  might  have  carried  her  in 
a  bag ;  but,  as  she  is,  five  hundred  cannot,  to  a  na-* 
vigable  place  above  the  Falls."  He  takes  them  to 
task  for  tlietr  folly  in  sending  the  Germans  to  make 
pitch,  tar,  and  glass ;  and  in  his  remarks  shows 
great  good  sense,  and  even  considerable  knowl- 
edge of  political  economy.     He  tells  them,  that 
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of  copper  or  m  few  beads,  but  that  this  **  stately 
kind  of  solidtbg "  would  make  him  insolent  and 
contemptuous  beyond  all  endurance.  These  ar- 
guments, convincing  in  themselves  and  strongly 
recommended  by  the  character  and  experience 
of  their  supporter,  were  however  overruled  in 
council  principally  by  means  of  Newport's  san- 
guine promises  and  assurances.  He  was  ungen- 
erous enough  to  insinuate  that  Smith's  opposition 
to  his  expedition  arose  from  a  wish  to  monopolize 
the  glory  of  the  discovery  himself,  and  that  the 
only  obstacle  to  its  success  would  be  the  desire  of 
the  Indians  to  take  vengeance  upon  the  English 
for  the  cruelties  which  he  had  formerly  inflicted 
upon  them. 

This  decbion  afforded  to  Captain  Smith  an 
opportunity  to  show  the  real  greatness  and  mag- 
nanimity of  his  character.  Though  he  was  Presi'- 
dent,  no  sooner  did  he  find  the  majority  of  the 
council  against  him,  than,  without  any  further 
opposition  or  sullen  obstinacy,  he  lent  his  most 
vigorous  efforts  to  the  prosecution  of  the  plans 
they  had  decided  upon.  To  show  how  unfound- 
ed were  Newport's  charges  of  cruelty  and  how 
Kttle  he  himself  had  to  fear  from  the  Indians, 
he  volunteered  to  go  with  four  others  and  invite 
Powhatan  to  Jamestown  to  receive  his  presents. 
He  travelled  by  land  twelve  miles  and  crossed 
York  River  in  a  canoe  to  Werowocorooco,  where 
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iie  expected  to  find  Powhatan.  But  he  was 
thirty  miles  distant,  and  was  immediately  sent  for. 
Pocahontas  and  her  women  did  their  utmost  to 
entertain  their  guests. 

As  they  were  seated  around  the  fire,  they 
suddenly  heard  a  hideous  noise  in  the  woods. 
The  Ekiglish,  supposing  that  they  were  betrayed, 
seized  upon  two  or  three  old  men  who  sat  near, 
as  hostages  for  their  safety.  But  Pocahontas 
came  running  up  to  them,  ahd  assured  them  that 
no  harm  was  intended  to  them,  and  that,  if  any 
happened,  she  would  willingly  give  up  the  lives 
of  herself  and  her  women  to  atone  for  it.  Her 
assurances  removed  ^heir  suspicions,  and  enabled 
them  to  attend  to  the  pageant,  which  was  pre- 
pared for  their  entertainment.  Thirty  'youpg 
women  *  sallied  from  the  woods,  variously  painted, 
clothed  only  with  a  girdle  of  leaves,  and  orna- 
mented with  sundry  devices.  The  writer  of  the 
narrative  describes  their  dance,  in  the  following 
rather  ungallant  terms ;  ^^  These  fiends  with  most 
hellish  shouts  and  eries,  rushing  firom  among  the 
trees,  cast  themselves  in  a  ring  about  the  fire, 
singing  and  dancing  with  most  excellent  ill  va- 
riety, oft  falling  into  their  infernal  passions,  and 
solemnly  again  to  sing  and  dance;  having  spent 
near  an  hour  in  this  mascarado,  as  they  entered, 
in  like  manner  they  departed."    This  dance  was 
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reflj  of  the  nvage  mwirh  ii  strikingly  €iar- 
acteristic  of  his  hMf^hiiif n  t,  adtiespod,  aad 
kaowk^  of  bmnan  mtam.  ''If  your  King;' 
«aid  he,  **]mre  weat  me  presents,  I  also  am  a 
King  ami  this  is  my  bnd;  eight  dajs  I  will  staj 
to  leceire  them.  Yocir  &ther  is  to  come  to  me, 
not  I  to  him,ncH-  yet  to  your  Sort,  neither  wiU 
I  bite  at  such  a  bait ;  as  for  the  MoQacaos,  I 
can  revenge  my  own  injuries;  for  any  salt  water 
beyond  the  mountains,  the  relations  you  have 
bad  fram  my  people  are  false."  At  the  same 
time,  he  drew  upon  the  ground  si  rude  chart 
of  the  countries  of  which  he  spoke.  After 
some  complimentary  discourses,.  Captain  Smith 
took  leave  of  him,  and  carried  his  answer  to 
Jamestown. 
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Whereupon  the  presents  were  sent  loaod  bf 
water,  tnd  Captains  Smttfa  and  Newport  went 
across  by  land,  with  a  guard  of  Br^p-  armed  ines. 
All  having  met  at  Werowocomoco,  the  next  day 
was  appcMnted  for  Powhatan's  eoroaatioQ.  Theft 
his  presets  wete  brought  lo  hkn,  and  tfae  baspa, 
ewer,  bed,  and  iamiture  were  set  up.  His  foar- 
let  cloak  and  suit  were  put  on,  but  not  until  be 
bad  been  persuaded  by  Namontack  (the  Indha 
youth  whom  be  had  formerly  presented  lo  New» 
pert,' and  who  had  been  to  England  with  him), 
that  there  was  nothing  dangerous  in  them.  They 
had  great  trouble  m  inducing  him  to  kneel  in 
order  to  receive  his  crown.  He  understood 
nothing  of  the  "majesty  or  meaning"  (as  the 
narrative  has  it)  of  a  crown,  nor  of  the  ceremony 
of  bending  the  knee ;  which  obliged  them  to  use 
so  many  arguments  and  so  mnch^  persuasion,  that 
their  patience  was  entirely  worn  out.  They 
l»ucceeded  at  last  in  making  him  stoop  a  little 
by  leaning  h^rd  upon  his  shoulders;  and,  as 
soon  as  the  crown  was  put  upon  his  head,  a 
voBey  was  fired  from  the  boats,  at  which  h*^ 
started  up  in  great  affright,  till  he'  was  informed 
what  It  meant.  What  would  this  sylvan  monarch 
have  said,  if  he  had  witnessed  the  cumbroos  spleo^ 
dor  of  a  modem  coronation  ? 

By  way  of  making  a  proper  acknowledgment 
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of  the  honon  which  had  been  fbown  to  htm, 
he  generously  presented  Captttn  Newport  with 
his  mantle  and  old  shoes.  He  endeavoced  to 
dissuade  the  English  from  their  wild  scheme 
of  exploring  the  inland  country,  and  refiised  to 
give  them  men  or  guides  for  that  object,  except 
Namontack.  After  many  civil  speeches  had 
been  exchanged,  be  gave  Newport  a  heap  <^ 
ears  of  com  containing  seven  or  eight  bushels, 
and  about  as  much  more  was  purchased  in  the 
village,  with,  which  they  returned  to  James- 
town. 

Immediately  after  this,  Captab  Newpcnrt  set 
out  upon  his  expedition  of  discovery,  with  a  hun- 
dred and  twenty  chosen  men,  leaving  Capt^ 
Smith  at  Jamestown  with  eighty  or  ninety  weak 
and  sickly  ones,  to  load  the  ship.  The  enter* 
prise  proved  a  total  failure,  and  its  history  may 
be  told  in  a  very  few  words.  They  proceeded  in 
theur  boat  to  the  Falls  of  James  River,  and  then 
went  by  land  about  forty  miles,  through  a  fertile 
and  well-watered  country.  They  discovered  two 
villages  of  the  Monacans  on  the  south  side  of  the 
river,  the  inhabitants  of  which  used  them  neither 
weD  nor  ill,  but,  by  way  of  security,  they  took 
one  of  their  petty  chie&  and  led  him  bound  in  or- 
der to  guide  them.  A  journey  of  two  days  and  a 
half  sufficed  to  cool  their  spirit  of  adventure  and  to 
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weary  ibm  delicate  limbs  so  much,  that  they 
turned  aboQt  and  resumed  their  march  homeward, 
'takifig  wilb  tbem  some  quantity  of  a  certain 
earth,  from  which  their  refiner  pretended  to  have 
extracted  silver.  They  arrived  at  Jamestown 
^^lialf  sick,  all  complaining,  and  tired  with  toil, 
famine,  and  discontent ; "  having  gained  nothing 
but  experience.  Every  thing  had  turned  out 
exacdy  as  Captain  Smith  had  foretold,  which,  of 
course,  sharpened  the  sting  of  disappointment. 

Captain  Smith,  who  would  allow  no  man  to 
be  idle,  immediately  set  them  all  at  work  ;  some 
in  making  glass;  others  tar,  pitch,  and  potash. 
These  he  left  under  the  care  of  the  coundl 
at  Jamestown,  and  he  himself  took  thirty  men 
about  five  miles  down  the  river,  and  employed 
them  in  cutting  timber  and  making  clapboards. 
Among  these  were  several  young  gendemen,  who 
had  not  been  used  to  felling  trees  and  sleeping  on 
the  ground ;  but,  as  there  was  something  exciting 
in  the  employment,  and  their  President  shared  all 
their  toils  and  hardships,  they  soon  became  recon- 
ciled to  their  situation,  <^  making  it  their  delight  to 
hear  the  -trees  thunder  as  they  fell."  But  the 
axe  freqiiendy  blistered  their  tender  fingers,  so 
that  ^^many  times  every  third  blow  had  a  loud 
oath  to  drown  the  echo."  To  correct  this  evil 
habit,  the  President  contrived  an  ingenious  and 
effectual  remedy,  which  operated  without  any  loss 
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of  good  humor  od  the  part  of  the  offenders.  He 
htd  a  repster  kept  of  the  number  of  oaths  every 
man  uttered  m  the  course  of  the.  day,  aad  at  nig^t, 
he  ordered  the  same  number  of  cans  of  water  to 
be  poured  down  his  sleeve.  The  consequence 
was,  dMt  there  was  hardly  an  oath  to  be  heard  in 
a  week.  The  writer  of  the  nanative  says^  that 
though  these  thirty  gentlemen,  who  worked  wkh 
spirit  and  from  choioe,  would  accomplish  more 
than  a  hundred  who  must  be  driven  to  it,  yet 
twenty  good  stout  worimien  would  do  mare  than 
alL 

Captain  Smith,  go  Us  return  to  Jamestown, 
finding  Uiat  mueh  time  had  been  unprofitably 
spentj  and  that  their*  proviwns  were  rummig  k)W, 
resolved  to.  go  in  seaidi  of  com  among  the  Inr 
dians.  He  went  up  the  river  Chickahominy,  in 
two  barges  with  eighteen  men,  leaving  ordersv&r 
lieutenant  Percy  to  follow  him.  He  found  the 
Indians  surly  md  disobliging,  who,  though  they 
knew  hb  wants,  refased  to  trade,  wkh  many  con-^ 
temptuous  expressions.  Immediately  changing 
fab  tone,  and  appearing  no  longer  in  the  attitude 
of  a  petitioner  for  food,  he  told  them  that  his  pur- 
pose was  to  avenge  his  own  imprisonmeDt,  and 
the  death  of  his  countrymen  whom  tbey  had  slain. 
He  then  landed  his  men  and  drew'  them  up  in 
military  order.  This  spirited  coodvct  produced 
a  sudden  change  of  opinion  in  the  Indians,  who 
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sent  ambassadors  to  make  their  peace^  with  pres- 
€»it»  of  com,  fish,  and  wildfowl.  They  told  him 
that  their  hai'vost  hatd  not  been  abundant  that 
year,  and  that  they  had  hardly  enough  to  supply 
their  own  wants ;  but  they  furnished  him  with 
two  hundred  bushels  of  com,  which  was  a  most 
welcome'  gift  to  the  colony. 

Captain  Smith's  enemies  seem  to  have  tumed 
his  most  praiseworthy  and  successful  efforts  into 
accusations  ;  for  we  read,  ^^  that  though  this  much 
contented  the  company,  (that  feared  nothing  more 
than  starving,)  yet  some  so  envied  his  good  suc- 
cess, that  they  rather  desired  to  hazard  a  starving, 
than  his  pains  should  prove  so  much  more  effec- 
tual than  theirs."  A  plot  was  even^  formed  by 
Newport  and  Ratcliffe  to  depose  him,  because, 
being  President,  he  had  left  his  place  and  the 
fort  without  their  consent ;  but  '^  their  horns  were 
so  much  too  short  to  effect  it,  as  they  themselves 
more  narrawly  escaped  a  greater  mischief." 

While  the  ship  remained,  a  brisk  trade  was 
carried  on  between  the  sailors  and  the  Indians,  to 
the  great  gain  of  the  former,  but  to  the  prejudice 
of  the  colony.  They  would  even  pilfer  articles 
fiCom  the  public  stores  in  order  to  exchange  them 
for  furs  and  other  valuable  commodities.  And 
these  very  men,  after  having  enriched  themselves 
in  this  manner  at  the  expense  of  the  colonists, 
would  grossly  misrepresent  them  to  the  council  in 
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and  suspicious  in  limes  of  danger  and  diffieidty, 
but  a  very  great  aod  important  person  in  hb  ovm 
talk  and  conceit."  He  had  a  mean  jea]oii$7  of 
Captain  Smith  on  account  of  his  brilliant  qualities 
and  the  estimation  in  which  he  was  held  by  the 
colonists ;  and  bis  influence  with  the  council  and 
'Company  b  England  induced  them  to  give  him 
such  peculiar  powers  as  would  enable  him  at  once 
to  gratify  bis  own  conceit,  and,  as  he  thought,  to 
vex  and  mortify  his  rival.  He  obtained  from 
them  a  special  commission^  by  which  he  was  au- 
thorized to  act>  in  certam  cases,  independently  of 
the  council^  and  in  which  three  objects  were  hid 
down  as  essential.  He  was  not  to  return  without 
either  discovering  the  South  Sea^  or  bringing  back 
a  hunp  of  gold  or  some  one  ^f  the  lost  company, 
which  had  been  sent  out  by  Sir  Walter  Raleigh.* 
It  is  difficult  to  believe  that  such  preposterous 
requisitions  could  have  been  made  by  men  in 
their  senses ;  but  their  madness  was  deliberate,  as 
Us  ^'method"  will  show.  A  barge  had  been 
constructed  and  brought  over,  which  was  capable 
of  being  taken  to  pieces  and  put  together  again,  and 

*  This  refers  to  a  colony  of  one  hundred  persons,  who 
had  been  left  on  the  island  of  Roanoke  in.  North  Caroli- 
na, by  Captain  White,  under  the  guidance  and  direction 
of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  in  1587,  and  were  never  after- 
wards heard  of,  being  probably  cot  off  by  the  In- 
dians. 
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m  which  they  were  to  make  a  voyage  to  the  bead 
of  the  river.  It  was  then  to  be  carried  across 
the  tnountaiiui  aod  hiuoehed  upon  the  streams, 
which  were  supposed  to  run  westerly  and  flow 
into  the  South  .Sea.  As  they  must  pass  through 
Powhatan's  territory,  it  was  prc^per  to  make  ex- 
traordinary exerticms  to  secure  his  £ivor ;  and  for 
this  purpose  a  royal  present  was  brought  over 
for  turn,  consisting  of  a  bason  and  ewer,  a  bed 
amd  furniture,  a  chair  of  state,  a  suit  of  searlet 
ek>thes,  a  cloak,  and  a  crown. 

Newport  soon  opened  his  budget,  and  unfold* 
ed  to  the  council  his  strange  powers  and  wild 
schemes.  Captain  Smith,  whose  strong  good 
sense  and  knowledge  of  the  country  enable  him 
to  perceive,  at  a  glance,  their  impobcy  and  even 
impracticability,  opposed  their  execution  most 
strenuously.  He  said,  that  it  was  sheer  madness 
to  employ  the  precious  time  of  the  colonists, 
which  ought  to  be  fully  oceufHed  in  providing 
for  the  winter,  in  the  visionary  scheme  of  a  search 
'&x  the  Soutb  Sea,  through  an  unknown  country,* 
foil  of  merciless  enemies ;  and  that,  worn  out 
with  fatigue  and  sickness  as  they  were,  it  would 
be  impossible  for  them  to  carry  the  boat  over 
the  mountains.  As  to  the  sumptuous  presents 
.  Iwought  ovet  for  Powhatan,  he  was  opposed  to 
their  being  presented,  because  he  said  that  he 
could  always  be  sure  of  his  good-will  by  a  piece 

B  b2 


of  copper  or  a  feir  fands,  but  dot  ds  **  slatelj 

cotcmpUioiB  bejood  aD  ebdaaance.  Hiese  ar- 
gnmewttj  coufknaug  in  thcuHrJros  and  strooglj 
leoommended  bf  the  cfauacter  and  experience 
ef  their  sopporter,  weie  bcmever  ovemiled  in 
council  prindpaDj  hj  means  of  Newport's  san- 
guine promises  and  aasmances.  He  was  ungen- 
erous enoDgfa  to  insinuate  that  Smith's  oppoation 
to  his  expeditioo  arose  from  a  wish  to  monopolize 
the  giorj  of  the  discovery  himself,  and  that  the 
eoly  obstade  to  its  success  would  be  the  de^re  of 
the  IncBans  to  take  vengeance  upon  the  English 
fer  the  cruelties  which  he  had  formerly  inflicted 
upon  them. 

This  dedsion  affiirded  to  Captain  Smith  an 
opportunity  to  show  the  real  greatness  and  mag- 
nanimity of  his  character.  Though  he  was  Presi^ 
dent,  no  sooner  did  he  find  the  majority  of  the 
council  against  him,  than,  without  any  further 
opposition  or  sullen  obstinacy,  he  lent  his  most 
vigorous  efforts  to  the  prosecution  of  the  plans 
they  had  decided  upon.  To  show  how  unfound- 
ed were  Newport's  charges  of  cruelty  and  how 
little  he  himself  had  to  fear  from  the  Indians, 
he  volunteered  to  go  with  four  others  and  invite 
Powhatan  to  Jamestown  to  receive  his  presents. 
He  travelled  by  land  twelve  miles  and  crossed 
York  River  in  a  canoe  to  Werowocorooco,  where 
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lie  expected  to  find  Powhatan.  But  he  was 
thirty  mil^  distant,  and  was  immediately  sent  for. 
Pocahontas  and  her  women  did  their  utmost  to 
entertain  their  guests. 

As  they  were  seated  around  the  fire,  they 
suddenly  heard  a  hideous  noise  in  the  woods. 
The  English,  supposing  that  they  were  betrayed, 
seized  upon  two  or  three  old  men  who  sat  near^ 
as  hostages  for  their  safety.  But  Pocahontas 
came  running  up  to  them,  atid  assured  them  that 
no  harm  was  intended  to  them,  and  that,  if  any 
happened,  she  would  willingly  give  up  the  lives 
of  herself  and  her  women  to  atone  for  it.  Her 
assurances  removed  ttheir  suspicions,  and  enabled 
them  to  attend  to  the  pageant,  which  was  pre- 
pared for  their  entertainment.  Thirty  'youpg 
women 'Sallied  from  the  woods,  variously  painted, 
clothed  only  with  a  girdle  of  leaves,  and  orna- 
mented with  sundry  devices.  The  writer  of  the 
narrative  describes  their  dance,  in  the  following 
rather  ungallant  terms ;  *'  These  fiends  with  most 
hellish  shouts  and  eries,  rushing  from  among  the 
trees,  cast  themselves  in  a  ring  about  the  fire, 
singing  and  dancing  with  most  excellent  ill  va- 
riety, oft  falling  into  their  infernal  passions,  and 
solemnly  again  to  sing  and  dance;  having  spent 
near  an  hour  in  this  mascarado,  as  they  entered, 
in  like  manner  they  departed."    This  dance  was 
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fiiDoiPad  bjr  a  Cbhi,  «t  which  tbs  good  Captao 
was  Boch  anoojed  hf  the  oikious  caresses  of 
the  abovemeiitioMd  iwamfupradfag  daoaads.  The 
EogGsbineD  were  then  con^Bcied  to  their  lodg- 
ings, with  firetemda  catried  befixe  them  instead 
of  toichcB* 

The  nest  day  Fbwhatan  arrived,  and  Cap- 
tain Smith  defiveied  to  him  his  message,  desir- 
ing him  to  come  to  Jamestown,  to  recave  the 
presents  fifom  the  hands  of  his  father.  Captain 
Newport,  and  concert  with  him  plans  for  taking 
revenge  upon  his  enemies  the  Monacans.  The 
reply  of  the  savage  monarch  is  strikingly  cbar> 
acteristic  of  his  haughtiness,  self-respect,  and 
kno^edge  of  human  nature.  ^^If  your  Kbg," 
said  he,  ^^  have  sent  me  presents,  I  also  am  a 
King  and  this  is  my  land ;  eight  days  I  wiU  stay 
to  receive  them.  Your  father  is  to  come  to  me, 
not  I  to  him,  nor  yet  to  your  fiurt,  neither  wiU 
I  bite  at  such  a  bcut ;  as  for  the  MoQacaos,  I 
can  revenge  my  own  injuries;  for  any  salt  water 
beycmd  the  mountains,  the-  relations  you  have 
had  from  my  people  are  fake."  At  the  same 
time,  he  drew  upon  the  ground  cl  rude  chart 
of  the  countries  of  which  he  spoke.  After 
some  complimentary  discourses,.  Captain  Smith 
took  leave  of  him,  and  carried  his  answer  to 
Jamestown. 
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Whereupon  the  presents  were  sent  lound  Iqr 
water,  ind  Captains  Smitfa  and  Newport  went 
across  by  land,  with  a  guard  of  Bfty  armed  men. 
All  havii^  met  at  Werowocomoco,  the  next  day 
was  appointed  for  Powhatan's  eoroaatioD.  Thett 
his  ppesents  were  brought  to  him,  and  tfae  bascw, 
ewer,  bed,  and  furniture  were  set  up.  His  scar- 
let cloak  and  suit  were  put  on,  but  not  until  be 
bad  been  persuaded  by  Namontack  (the  Indisn 
youth  whom  he  had  formerly  presented  to  New* 
port;  and  who  had  been  to  England  with  him), 
that  there  was  nothing  dangerous  in  them.  They 
bad  great  trouble  in  inducing  him  to  kneel  in 
order  to  receive  his  crown.  He  understood 
nothing  of  the  "majesty  or  meaning"  (as  the  . 
narrative  has  it)  of  a  crown,  nor  of  the  ceremony 
of  i3ending  the  knee ;  which  d^liged  them  to  use 
so  many  arguments  and  so  much  persuasion,  that 
their  patience  was  entirely  worn  out.  They 
Isucceeded  at  last  in  making  him  stoop  a  little 
by  leaning  falird  upon  his  shoulders;  and,  as 
soon  as  the  crown  was  put  upon  his  head,  a 
voHey  was  iSred  from  the  boats,  at  which  h^ 
started  up  in  great  affiight,  till  he  was  mformed 
what  it  meant.  What  would  this  sylvan  monarch 
have  said,  if  he  had  witnessed  the  cumbrous  splen- 
dor of  a  modem  coronation  ? 

By  way  of  making  a  proper  acknowledgment 


flf  tke 

wpiiipd  CaplHi  Kcfwport  witb 
adoUAoa.  He  oHknond  ti» 
Ae  EflgUi  fioa  thdr  wfld  achene 
of  cxplaoDg  the  inliBd  eo^Miy,  aad  lefised  to 
gpve  them  nes  or  gokles  §ar  tint  obyect,  except 
NvBoolick.  After  mmy  chil  ^leeches  bad 
beeo  eidmiged,  he  fftwe  Newport  a  beap  of 
CBS  of  cam  faontaining  aeren  or  ei^  bushds, 
aad  aboDt  as  onch  Bore  was  pmdnsed  in  the 
nDage,  with  which    thejr    letmned    to    James- 


Immefiatdy  after  this,  Captam  Newport  set 
out  opoD  his  expedition  of  discoveiy,  with  a  bim- 
dfed  and  twen^  chosen  meo^  leaving  Captain 
Smith  at  Jamestown  with  eighty  or  nine^  weak 
and  flckly  ones,  to  load  the  ^ip.  The  enter* 
prise  proved  a  total  fiulore,  and  its  history  may 
be  told  in  a  very  few  words.  They  proceeded  in 
their  boat  to  the  Falls  of  James  River,  and  then 
went  by  land  about  forty  miles,  through  a  fertile 
and  well-watered  country.  They  discovered  two 
villages  of  the  Monacans  on  the  south  sfide  of  the 
river,  the  inhabitants  of  which  used  them  neither 
well  nor  ill,  but,  by  way  of  security,  they  toek 
one  of  their  petty  chiefs  and  led  him  hound  in  or* 
der  to  guide  them.  A  jourpey  of  two  days  and  a 
half  sufficed  to  cool  their  spirit  of  advehture  and  to 
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weary  HaSit  delicate  limbs  so  much,  that  thef 
turned  afaoot  and  resumed  their  march  homeward, 
'takiAf  vnlh  tbem  some  quantity  of  a  certain 
eanhy  from  which  their  refiner  pretended  to  havie 
extracted  silver.  They  arrived  at  Jamestown 
^^lialf  sick,  all  complaining,  and  tired  with  toil, 
famine,  and  discontent ; "  having  gained  nothing 
but  experience.  Every  thing  had  turned  out 
exactly  as  Captain  Smith  had  foretold,  which,  of 
course,  sharpened  the  sting  of  disappointment. 

Captain  Smith,  who  would  allow  no  man  to 
be  idle,  immediately  set  thbm  all  at  work  ;  some 
in  making  glass;  others  tar,  pitch,  and  potash. 
These  he  left  under  the  care  of  the  coun^ 
at  Jamestown,  and  he  himself  took  thirty  men 
about  jSve  miles  down- the  riv^r,  and  employed 
them  in  cutting  timber  and  making  clapboards. 
Among  these  were  several  young  gentlemen,  who 
had  not  been  used  to  felling  trees  and  sleeping  on 
the  ground ;  but,  as  there  was  something  exciting 
in  the  employment,  and  their  President  shared  all 
theijr  toils  and  hardships,  they  soon  became  recon- 
cSed  to  their  situation,  ^^makmg  it  their  delight  to 
hear  the  trees  thunder  as  they  fell."  But  the 
axe  frequently  blistered  their  tender  fingers,  so 
that  ^^many  times  every  third  blow  had  a  loud 
oath  to  drown  the  echo."  To  correct  this  evil 
habit,  the  President  contrived  an  ingenious  and 
effectual  remedy,  which  operated  without  any  loss 
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rfggrf  Iworgptlie  pirt  cf  the  irt  win  i  He 
kedaiCBpncr  keptcf  tke  BBBlier  cf  oetks  cray 
■Hi  ■nevei  in  tkecooDe  ef  tbe^,  Md  at  nig^t, 

ikae  was  faudljr  an  oath  lobe  heard  in 
The  wiiter  of  the  aamtive  says^  tbit 
though  dKse  thirty  geudemcu,  who  woiked  with 
spirit  aad  from  cfaoioe,  woaid  accomplish  more 
than  a  huudied  who  most  he  diiTcn  to  it,  jet 
Iweulj  good  stout  wononen  woald  do  wbkwb  than 
■H. 

Ca|>i*ai  Smith,  on  his  refum  to  Jamestown, 
finding  that  moeh  dme  had  been  unprafitably 
spent  j  and  that  their*  piwirisiGns  were  ramnng  low, 
resolved  to  go  in  seaidi  of  com  among  the  In- 
dians. He  went  op  die  ii?er  Chkhahominy,  in 
two  barges  with  eighteen  men,  kaving  ordersvfor 
lieutenant  Percy  to  follow  him.  He  foond  the 
Indians  suily  and  disobliging,  who,  thongfa  they 
knew  his  wants,  reiused  to  trade,  with  many  con- 
temptuoos  expressions.  Immediately  changing 
his  tone,  and  appearing  no  lon^r  in  the  attitude 
of  a  petiti(»ier  for  food,  he  told  them  that  his  pur- 
pose was  to  avenge  his  own  imprisonment,  and 
the  death  of  his  countrymen  whom  tbey  had  slain. 
He  then  landed  his  men  and  drew'  them  up  in 
military  order.  This  spirited  conduct  produced 
a  sudden  change  of  opinion  in  the  IndianSp  who 
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sent  ambassadors  to  make  their  peace,  with  pres- 
ents of  com,  fish,  and  wildlbwl.  They  told  him 
that  their  hai'vest  had  not  been  abundant  that 
year,  and  that  they  had  hardly  enough  to  supply 
tbeir  own  wants ;  but  they  furnished  him  with 
two  hundred  bushels  of  com,  which  was  a  most 
welcome'  gift  to  the  colony. 

Captain  Smith's  enemies  seem  to  have  tumed 
his  most  praiseworthy  and  successful  effi)rts  into 
accusations ;  for  we  read,  <<  that  though  this  much 
contented  the  company,  (that  feared  nothing  more 
than  starving,)  yet  some  so  envied  his  good  suc- 
ce^,  that  they  rather  desired  to  hazard  a  starving, 
than  his  pains  should  prove  so  much  more  effec- 
tual than  theirs."  A  plot  was  even  formed  by 
Newport  and  Ratclifie  to  depose  him,  because, 
being  President,  he  had  left  his  place  and  the 
fort  without  their  consent ;  but  "  their  homs  were 
so  much  too  short  to  effect  it,  as  they  themselves 
more  nsurrowly  escaped  a  greater  mischief." 

While  the  ship  remained,  a  brisk  trade  was 
carried  on  between  the  sailors  and  the  Indians,  to 
the  great  gain  of  the  former,  but  to  the  prejudice 
of  .the  colony.  They  would  even  pilfer  articles 
fi'om  the  public  stores  in  order  to  exchange  them 
for  furs  and  other  valuable  commodities.  And 
these  very  men,  after  having  enriched  themselves 
in  this  manner  at  the  expense  of  the  colonists, 
would  grossly  misrepresent  them  to  the  council  in 
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fog^and,  and  report  that  they  had  great  aban- 
dance  q(  every  thbg ;  so  ihat  they  took  no  pains 
to  supply  them  inth  stores,  and  would  send  over 
crowds  of  hungry  adventurers  to  eat  up  their  hard- 
earned  substance.  Captain  Smith  was  so  pro- 
voked with  Newport's  conduct,  that  he  threat- 
ened to  send  the  ship  home  without  him  and  de- 
tain him  a  year  in  the  colony,  that  he  might  have 
the  benefit  of  a  full  experience  of  their  sufferings; 
but,  upon  his  making  proper  submission,  he  oou- 
sented  to  let  him  go.  He  carried  with  him,  in 
his  ship,  sp^imens  of  pitch,  tar,  frankincense, 
potash,  clapboards,  and  wamscot,  also  a  quantity 
of  poconeSf  a  red  root  used  in  dyeing. 

The  council  in  England  had  not  been  satisfied 
with  the  prcx^edings  of  the  colony.  They  had 
listened  to  misrepresentations  and  calumnies  Scorn 
interested  or  offended  individuals,  and  had  taken 
little  pains  themselves  to  ascertain  the  true  state  of 
affairs.  They  were  disappointed  in  not  receiving 
any  gold  and  silver  Jrom  Virginia ;  and  under  the 
influence  of  these  irritated  feelings,  and  probably 
instigated  by  Newport,  they  bad  written  by.  him  an 
angry  letter  to  Captain  Smith.  They  complained 
of  the  vain  hopes  with  which  they  had  been  enter- 
tained, and  the  disappointments  in  which  these  had 
ended  ;  they  reproved  the  colonists  for  their  dissen- 
sions, and  spoke  of  a  project  for  dividing  the  coun- 
try, abo(|t  which  the  former  President  had  writ- 
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ten  a  letter  to  the  Ear]  of  Salisbury ;  and  threat- 
ened them,  that,  unless  the  expenses  of  the  pie* 
sent  voyage^  amounting  to  two  thousand  pounds, 
were  defrayed  by  the  ship's  return,  the  colony 
would  be  deserted  and  left  to  shift  for  themselves. 
To  this  tirade,  Captain  Smith  sent  a  reply  by 
Newport,  combining  the  dignity  proper  to  his 
ofSce  with  a  soldier-like  frankness  and  spirit. 
He  denies  indignantly  the  charge  of  awakening 
hopes  which  have  never  been  realized.;  and,  as  to 
the  plot  for  dividing  the  country,  he  says  he  never 
heard  nor  dreamed  of  such,  a  thing.  He  says, 
that  their  directions  sent  by  Newport  had  all  been 
strictly  followed,  though  he  was  opposed  to  them 
himself,  and  that  all  bad  been  taught  by  experi- 
ence to  confess  that  he  was  right.  For  the  two 
thousands  pounds,  which  the  voyage  had  cost,  the 
colony  bad  not  received  the  benefit  of  a  hundred. 
He  tells  them  of  the  great  preparations,  which 
Newport  had  made  for  his  expedition,  and  its  utter 
failure  ;  and  says,  <^  As  for  the  quartered  boat  to 
be  borne  by  the  soldiers  over  the  Falls,  if  he  had 
burnt  her  to  ashes,  one  might  have  carried  her  in 
a  bag  ;  but,  as  she  is,  five  hundred  cannot,  to  a  na- 
vigable place  above  the  Falls."  He  takes  them  to 
task  for  their  folly  in  sending  the  Germans  to  make 
pitch,  tar,  and  glass;  and  in  his  remarks  show3 
great  good  sense,  atid  even  considerable  knowl- 
edge o£  political  economy.     He  tells  them,  thai 
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and  suspicious  in  times  of  danger  and  difficulty, 
but  a  very  great  and  important  peison  in  hb  own 
talk  and  conceit"  He  bad  a  mean  jealousy  of 
Captain  Smith  on  account  of  bis  brilliant  qualities 
and  the  estimation  in  which  be  was  held  by  the 
colonists ;  and  his  influence  with  the  council  seod 
-company  in  Elngland  induced  them  to  give  him 
such  peculiar  powers  as  would  enable  him  at  once 
to  gratify  bis  own  conceit,  and,  as  he  thou^t,  to 
vex  and  mortify  bis  rival.  He  obtained  fixxn 
them  a  special  commission^  by  which  he  was  au- 
thorized to  act,  in  certab  cases,  independently  of 
the  council^  and  in  which  three  objects  were  laid 
down  as  essential.  He  was  not  to  return  without 
either  discovering  the  South  Sea,  or  bringing  back 
a  himp  of  gold  or  some  one  of  the  lost  company, 
which  had  been  sent  out  by  Sir  Walter  Raleigh.* 
It  is  difficult  to  believe  that  such  preposterous 
requisitions  could  have  been  made  by  men  in 
their  senses ;  but  their  madness  was  deliberate,  as 
its  ^'  method "  will  show.  A  barge  bad  been 
constructed  and  brought  over,  which  was  capable 
of  being  taken  to  pieces  and  put  together  again,  and 

*  This  refers  to  a  colony  of  one  hundred  persons,  who 
had  heen  left  on  the  island  of  Roanoke  in  North  Caroli- 
na, hy  Captain  White,  under  the  guidance  and  direction 
of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  in  1587,  and  were  never  after- 
wards heard  of,  heing  probably  cut  off  by  the  In- 
dians. 
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m  which  they  were  to  miJte  a  voyage  to  the  head 
of  the  river.  It  was  tb«n  te  be  carried  aciosa 
the  mouKitains  and  hmocbed  upon  the  streams, 
which  were  supposed  to  ruo  weaierly  and  flow 
iDto  the  South  .Sea*  As  they  must  pass  through 
Powhatan's  territery,  it  was  proper  to  make  ex- 
traordinary exertions  to  secure  hb  fiivor ;  and  for 
this  purpose  a  royal  present  was  brought  over 
for  him,  consisting  of  a  bason  and  ewer,  a  bed 
and  furniture,  a  chair  of  state,  a  suit  of  searlel 
clothes,  a  cloak,  and  a  crown. 

Newport  soon  opened  his  budget,  and  unfold* 
ed  to  the  council  his  strange  powers  and  wild 
schemes.  Captab  Smith,  triiose  stffong  good 
sense  and  knowledge  of  the  country  enable  him 
to  perceive,  at  a  glance,  th^  imp<dicy  and  even 
impracticability,  opposed  theur  execution  most 
strenuously.  He  said,  that  it  was  sheer  madness 
to  employ  the  precious  time  of  the  colonists, 
which  ought  to  be  fully  occupied  in  providing 
for  the  winter,  in  the  visionary  scheme  of  a  search 
for  the  South  Sea,  through  an  unknown  country, 
foil  of  merciless  enemies  ^  and  that,  worn  out 
with  fatigue  and  sickness  as  they  were,  it  would 
be  impossible  for  them  to  carry  the  boat  over 
the  mountains.  As  to  the  sumptuous  presents 
brought  ovef*  for  Powhatan,  he  was  opposed  to 
their  being  presented,  because  he  said  that  he 
could  always  be  sure  of  his  good-will  by  a  piece 
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theft  embracing  our  Captab,  ifaey  began  to  ad<»e 
blip  in  like  manner;  though  he  rebuked  them, 
yet  they  proceeded  till  their  song  wa3  finished." 
They  afterwards  invested  him  with  the  office  of 
%  chiefi  loaded  him  with  presents,  and  invited  him 
to  come  and  aid  them  against  the  Massawomecs. 

Leaving  these  kind  and  firiendly  strangers,  they 
returned  down  the  bay,  to  the  RappahannoCj  ex- 
ploring every  inlet  and  river  of  any  consequence, 
and  giving  to  the  various  capes  and  headlands  the 
names  of  members  of  the  company  or  of  their 
friends.  At  the  extreme  points  to  which  they 
explored  the  several  rivers,  they  cut  crosses  in 
the  bark  of  trees,  and  in  some  places  bored  holes 
in  them,  wherein  they  deposited  notes,  and,  in 
some  cases,  brazen  crosses,  to  signify  that  the 
English  had.  been  there. 

In  passing  up  the  river  Rappahannoc,  they 
were  kindly  entertained  by  a  tribe  of  Indians 
called  the  Moraughtacunds.  They  met  there  an 
Indian  named  Mosco,  who  is  styled  an  ^'old 
friend,'^  though  we  hear  of  him  now  for  the  first 
time.  They  had  probably  seen  him  on  their  for- 
mer expedition.  They  supposed  him  to  be  the  son 
of  some  Frenchman,  because,  unlike  every  other 
Indian  whom  they  had  seen,  he  had  a  bushy  Mack 
beard.  He  was  not  a  little  proud  of  this  distinc- 
tion, and  called  the  Englishmen  '<  his  country- 
men."    He  devoted  himself  to  them  with  great 
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dsstduitjT  and  uniform  kindness.  He  adyised  tbem 
not  to  irisit  the  Rappahann^es,  who  lived  higb^ 
er  up  the  river,  as  they  vrouid  endeavor  to  kill 
them  for  being  the  friends  of  the  Moraughta- 
Gunds,  who  had  lately  stolen  three  of  their  chiefs 
women. 

Captain  Smith,  thinking  that  this  was  merely 
an  .artifice  to  secure  a  profitable  trade  to  his  own 
friends,  disregarded  his  counsels;  but  the  event 
proved  that  ^  he  was  right.  Under  pretence  of 
trade,  the  English  were  decoyed  by  them  into  a 
creek,  where  an  ambuscade  was  prepared  for 
them.  A  skirmish  took  place  in  which  the  Hap- 
pahannocs  had  many  killed  and  \i^ounded,  but 
none  c(  the  Engli^lt  were  hurt.  They  took  three 
or  four  canoes,  which  they  presented  to  Mosco  in 
requital  of  his  kindness. 

Before  proceeding  any  further,,  they  employed 
themselves  in  surrounding  their  boat,  with  a  sort 
of  bulwark,  made  of  the  targets,  which  they  had 
received  from  the  Massawomecs,  and  which  they 
had  found  a  great  protection  against  the  arrows 
of  the  Rappahannocs.  They  were  made  of  small 
twigs,  woven  together  with  strings  of  wild  hemp 
and  silk-grass,  so  firmly  and  compactly  as  to  make 
them  perfectly  arrow-proof.  Their  virtue  was 
soon  put  tb  the  test ;  for  on  the  next  day  they  re- 
ceived a  volley,  while  they  were  in  a  narrow  part 
of  the  nver,  firom  thirty  or-  forty  Rappahannocs^ 

Aa3 


970  AVKBICAII    BIOCBAPHT. 


wiw  '^had  so  aooonmodsted  tbeondves  with 
hnmdies,"  tbat  tboj  were  mistakeB  Sat  bushes 
growing  along  the  sbci«.  Their  anows,  how* 
efCTi  atiikiDg  agaiosl  tha  taigets,  kH  haimkv 
into  the  riFer* 

They  were  kmcDy  treated  hj  the  rest  of  the 
nations  as  frr  as  the  Falls.  While  they  were  up- 
on the  river,  they  lost  one  of  their  number,  Mr, 
Richard  Fetherstone,  by  death.  He  had  borne  an 
unexceptionable  character  from  the  first,  behaving 
himself  "  honestly,  valiantly,  and  industriously." 
Hb  remains  were  buried,  with  appropriate  honors, 
on  the  shore  of  a  small  bay,  wbidi  they  called 
by  his  name.  The  other  members  of  the  expe* 
ditioo,  who  had  almost  all  of  them  been  more  or 
less  sick,  had  now  recovered  their  health. 

Having  sailed  up  the  Rappabannoc  as  fiir  as 
their  bark  would  carry  them,  they  set  up  crosses 
and  carved  their  names  upon  the  bark  of  treesr 
as  usual.  While  they  were  rambling  about  the 
Falls,  they  were  suddenly  attacked  by  about  a 
hundred  Indians,  who,  in  their  irregular  mode  of 
wajfare,  kept  darting  about  from  tree  to  tree, 
continually  discharging  arrows,  but  with  no  effect. 
In  about  half  an  hour  they  retreated  as  sudden* 
ly  as  they  approached.  As  the  English  returned 
firom  pursuing  them  they  found  one  of  their  num- 
ber lying  upon  the  ground,  having  been  wounded 
in  the  knee  with  a  bullet,  Mosco,  who  had  be* 
haved  with  great  courage  in  the  skirmish,  showed. 
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at  the  sight  of  him,  the  unrelenting  cruelty  of  Ua 
race ;  for,  says  the  narrative^  with  more  force  than 
elegance,  ^^  never  was  dog  more  furious  against 
a  bear^  than  Mo9co  was  to  have  beat  out  hia 
brains."^  But  he  ^as  rescued  irom  this  violence 4 
and,  bis  wounds  having  been  dressed  by  the  sur- 
geon, he  was  in  an  hour  so  far  recovered  as  to  be 
able  to  eat  and  speak.  By  the  aid  of  M osco,  they 
learned  firoro  him  that  he  was  the  brother  of  the 
chief  of  the  tribe  of  Hassininga,  one  of  the  four 
which  made  up  the  nation  of  the  Mannahocs« 
When  -asked  why  his  people  attacked  the  Eng* 
lish,  who  came  to  them  with  both  the  intentions 
and  the  appearance  of  friends,  he  said,  that  they 
had  heard  that  the  English  were  a  nation  come 
from  under  the  world  to  -take  their^  world  from 
them.  Being  further  asked  how  many  worlds 
be  knew,  he  answered,  that  he  knew  of  none 
but  that  which  was  und^r  the  sky  that  covered 
him,  whose  sole  inhabitants  were,  besidias  bis 
own  nation,  the  Powhatans,  the  Monacans,  and 
the  Massawomecs.  To  the  inqvury,  what  there 
was  ^beyond  the  mountsuns,  he  replied,  the  sun. 
They  made  him  many  presents  and  persuaded 
him  to  accompany  them. 

At  night  they  set  sail  and  proceeded  down  the 
river.  They  were  presently  followed  by  the 
Mannahocs  on  the  banks,  who  kept  discharging 
arrows  at  the  boat  and  yelling  and  shrieking  so 
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load,  as  to  render  it  impossible  Sir  tbeir  coim- 
trymaii  m  the  boat,  wbose  name  was  Amorolec, 
to  make  Iris  voice  aucfiUe  to  them.  But  in  the 
cafan  of  the  morning  thej  andKxed  in  a  quiet 
and  broad  baj,  and  their  captive  was  aUe  to 
address  his  countrymen  and  infonn  them,  bow 
kindlj  the  English  had  treated  him ;  that  he  had 
been  promised  his  liberty  if  thej  would  be  friend- 
ly ;  and  that  as  to  injuring  the  strangers  at  all 
with  their  inferior  weapons,  it  was  quite  out  of  the 
question.  Encouraged  by  these  statements,  they 
hung  their  bows  and  arrows  upon  the  trees,  and 
two  of  them,  without  suspicion,  swam  to  the  bark, 
bringing  the  one  a  bow  and  the  other  a  ijuiver  of 
arrows,  which  they  presented  to  Captam  Smith  in 
token  of  submisrion.  He  received  them  very 
kindly,  and  told  them  that,  if  the  chiefs  of  their 
four  tribes  would  submit  to  him,  that  the  great 
King,  whose  subject  he  was,  would  be  tbeir 
friend.  This  was  immediately  assented  to ;  and, 
on  going  ashore  on  a  low,  jutting  point  of  land, 
the  four  chiefs  came  and  received  their  coun? 
tryman,  Amorolec.  They  wondered  at  every 
thing  belonging  to  the  English,  and  mistook  their 
pistols  for  pipes.  After  giving  and  receiving 
many  presients,  the  English  took  their  departure, 
leaving  four  or  five  hundred  Indians  dinging,  danc- 
ing, and  making  merry.  '         - 


CAPTAIN    JOHN.  SMITH.  213 

On  their  return,  tbey  visited  tb^  finends  the 
Moraughcacunds,  wh6  were  desirous  that  Captain 
Smith  should  make  peace  with  the  Rappalian* 
Docsy  as  be  had  done  with  the  Mannahocs.  Thb 
pacific  counsel,  so  foreign  to  the  Indian  charac- 
ter, was  furobably  given,  that  they  themselves 
might  be  more  secure,  as  tiiey  were  generally 
understood  to  be  the  friends  and  allies  of  the 
English.  Captain  Smith  told  them  that  he  was 
ready  to  make  peace,  but  that,  as  the  Rappaban- 
noes  had  twice  assaulted  him  without  any  prov- 
ocation, and  when  he  came  with  the  most  friendly 
intentioii^,  he  should  exact  -certain  conditions  from 
them.  These  Wre,  that  they  should  present  him 
with  the  bow  and  arrows  of  their  chief,  in  token 
of  submission,  that  they  should  never  come  armed 
into  his  presence,  that  they  should  make  peace 
with  the  Moraughtacunds  and  give  up  their  chiefs 
son,  to  be  a  hostage  and  a  security  for  the  per- 
formance of  the  stipulated  terms. 

A  message  was  sem  to  the  chief  of  the  Rap- 
pahannocs,  who  accepted  all  the  conditions  ex- 
cept the  last,  saymg  that  he  had  Imt  cme  son  and 
could  not  live  wkhout  bim,  a  strong  kisttisice  of 
af^ion,  in  one  of  a  race,  which  has  genersHy 
been  supposed  to  be  peculiarly  devoid  of  the 
finer,  sensibilities  of  the  heart.  He  offered,  m« 
stead  of  his  son,  to  give  up  the  three  women 
whom  the  Moraughtacunds  had  stolen  from  him, 
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vliicii  iwnHHJiim  was  sutjnfded.  The  women 
being  biui^hi  betae  C^tan  Smith,  be  presented 
eedi  of  them  with  a  chaoD  of  beads.  He  then 
pcimined  the  diet  of  the  ReppatanDOCs  to 
cfaooae,  fiom  the  three,  die  one  whom  he  prefer- 
red ;  to  the  chief  of  the  Monmgfatacands  he  gave 
the  next  diaoe;  and  the  remaining  woman  he 
gaye  to  Mosoo ;  an  anangement  which  was  satis- 
frctoiy  to  all  parties.  The  triple  peace  was  con- 
doded  with  great  re|oicings  of  men,  women,  and 
ehildren,  of  whom  no  less  than  six  or  seven  hun- 
dred were  assembled.  Mosco,  to  express  bb  love 
fer  the  English,  changed  his  name  to  Uttasan- 
tough,  which  means  stranger ,  the  word  by  which 
thej  were  called. 

On  departing  fiom  the  Rappahannocj  they  ex- 
plored the  Piankatank  as  far  as  it  was  naviga* 
ble,  and  steered  for  home.  While  they  were  in 
the  bay,  a  few  miles  south  of  York  River,  they 
were  surprised  in  the  night  with  so  violent  a 
storm  of  rain,  attended  with  thunder  and  light- 
ning, that  they  gave  themselves  up  for  lost,  but 
were  enabled  finally  to  reach  Point  Comfort.  As 
they  had  discovered  so  many  nations  at  a  dis- 
tance, they  thought  it  would  be  hardly  consistent 
for  them  to  return  home,  without  visiting  their 
neighbors,  tlie  Chesapeakes  and  Nansettionds,  of 
whom  as  yet  they  had  oply  heard.  Therefore 
they  set  s&il  for  the  southern  shore,  Und  went  up 
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tt  narrow  river,  then  '^called  the  Chesapeake  but 
since  Elizabeth,  on  which  Norfolk  stands.  They 
sailed  six  or  seven '  miles,  but  seebg  no  living 
beings,  though  they  observed  signs  of  habitation, 
they  returned.  Having  coasted  along  the  shore 
to  the  mouth  of  the  Nansemond,  they  perceived 
tbere  six  or  seven  Indians  mending  their  weirs 
for  .fishing,  who  fled  at  the  sight  of  the  English. 
They  went  on  shore  and  left  some  toys  m  the 
place,  where  the  Indians  had  been  working,  and 
returned  to  their  boat.  They  had  not  gone  far, 
before  the  Indians  returned,  and  began  to  sing  and 
dance  and  call  them  back.  One  of  them  came 
into  the  boat  of  his  own  accord,  and  invited  them 
to  his  house,  which  was  a  few  miles  up  the  river. 
Thi3  invitation  they  accepted  and  sailed  six  or 
seven  miles,  the  other  tndian3  accompanying 
them,  running  on  the  banks.  They  saw  on  the 
western  shore  large  corn-fields,  and  b  the  midst 
of  the  river  an  bland,  upon  which  was  situated 
the  house  of  the  Indian  who  was  with  them,  and 
which  was  also  thickly  covered  with  com.  The 
Indian  treated,  them  kindly,  and  showed  them 
his  wife  and  children,  to  whom  they  made  suita- 
ble presents.  The  other  Indians  invited  them 
further  up  the  river  to  their  houses,  and  accom- 
panied them  for  some  distance  in  a  canoe. 

Some  suspicious  circumstances  in  their  deport- 
ment led  the  English  to  apprehend  that  all  was 
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■at  tisbt,  «id  to  |HDnde  fix*  the  woist,  espeoaJly 
»hm  ther  penxifvd  thtt  tbej  were  Sallowed  by 
or  e^fal  cuoes  fall  of  aimed  meik  They 
■at  loBg  left  m  sospoise,  far  thej  woe 
lij  two  or  three  hundred  loeO} 
of  the  liver,  who  discharged  ar- 
tbem  as  fast  as  thej  oooM  dnw  their 
bows,  lliase  in  the  canoes  abo  shot  «t  them; 
but  tfaey  retimed  so  gafliog  a  fare  from  their 
BMdtets,  that  most  of  tbem  leaped  overboard,  and 
swam  lo  the  shore.  The  English  soon  fell  down 
the  stream,  tiU  diey^  reached  a  posibGn,  where  the 
arrows  of  the  IndEans  ooold  not  tooch  them,  but 
which  was  within  nmsket^-sbot  of  their  foes,  and 
a  few  discbaives  made  them  retire  behind  the 
trees.  The  English  then  scnzed  upon  their  de- 
serted canotB,  and  moored  them  in  the  stream. 
Though  they  had  received  more  than  a  hundred 
anows  in  dieir  targets,  and  about  the  boat,  no 
one  was  hurt.  They  determined  to  punisfa  the 
treacherous  Indians,  4>7  burning  everj  thing  upon 
the  island  at  mght,  and  in  the  meui  time  began 
to  demofish  their  canoes.  At  the  a^t  ol  tliis, 
those  on  shore  threw  down  their  arms  and  sued 
fcr  peace;  whidi  was  granted  on  oondftikm  that 
thef  wcnM  bring  their  cirief's  bow  and  arrows 
and  a  chain  of  peaii,  and  ibur  hunihed  baskets 
of  oora,  otherwise  their  canoes  should  be  destroy- 
ed .and  their  houses  bunt.    These  conditioiis  they 
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assented  to,  and  loaded  the  boat  with  com  as  full 
as  it  would  hold,  with  which  the  English  departed, 
and  arrived  at  Jamestown  without  any  further  ad- 
venture, on  the  Tlh  of  September,  1608. 

In  these  two  expeditions  Captain  Smith  was 
absent  a  little  over  three -months,  exceplifl^  an 
interval  of  three  days  which  was  spent  at  James-" 
town;  and  he  had  sailed,  upon  his  own  compu- 
tation; about  three  thousand  miles.  It  was  an 
enterprise  of  gneat  difficulty  and  considerable  haz- 
ard, and  its  complete  success  is  to  be  ascribed 
to  his  remarkable  personal  qualities.  His  inter- 
course with  the  natives  required  the  exenase  of 
the  greatest  firmness,  address,  and  self-command ; 
while,  in  the  management  of  his  own  company, 
authority  and  persuasive  influence  were  to  be  min- 
ted with  the  nicest  tact.  He  was  obliged  to 
overawe  the  refractory,  to  encourage  the  sick  and 
drc>oping,  to  enliven  the  desponding,  and  to  in- 
fuse his  own  adventurous  and  enterprising  spirit 
inta  the  indolent  and  timid.  He  explored  the 
whole  of  the  Chesapeake  JBay,  and  of  the  coun« 
try  lying  upon  its  banks,  and  constructed  a  map 
of  it,  which  is  very  accurate,  taking  all  circum- 
stances into  consideration. 
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CHAPTER  Vm. 

Second  Arrival  of  Newport.  —  Abortive  Exp^ 
dition  to  explore  the  BUerior.- — hgudidtm 
Conduct  of  the  Council  in  England.  —  7%etr 
Letter  to  Captain  Smith.  —  His  Reply. 

On  their  arriTal  at  Jamestown  they  found  that 
many  bad  died  during  their  absence  and  many 
were  still  sick ;  but  that  some^  whom  they  had  left 
»ck,  Mr.  Scrivener  among  the;  rest,  were  restored 
to  health.  This  gentleman  had  performed  well 
the  duties  of  deputy-governor,  and  had  provided 
for  the  gathering  and  storing  of  the  harvest. 
Ratcliffe,  their  late  President,  was  a  prisoner  for 
mutiny.  Od  the  10th  of  September,  Captain 
Smith  was  formally  inducted  into  the  office  of 
President,  and  entered  upon  the  administration  of 
its  duties  with  his  usual  spirit  and  activity.  The 
church  and  store-house  were  repaired,  and  a  new 
building  was  erected  for  the  supplies,  which  were 
expected  from  England.  The  fort  was  put  in 
order,  a  watch  duly  set,  and  the  whole  company 
was  drilled  in  military  exercises,  every  Saturday, 
on  a  plain  towards  the  west,  where  the  Indians 
would  often  gather  around  them  in  great  numbers, 
to  witness  the  execution  done  by  their  bullets 
upon  the  bark  of  a  tree,  which  they  used  as  a 
rget. 
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As  it  was  about  the  time  -of  the  Indian  har* 
vest,  an  expedition  set  out  under  the  command 
of  lieutenant  Percy  to  trade  with  the  Indians ; 
but,  meeting  Captain  Newport  in  the  bay,  they 
came  back  with  him.  He  had  brought  over  about 
seventy  Individuals,  some  of  whom  were  persons 
of  distinction,  and  two  of  whom.  Captain  Peter 
Wynne,  and  Captain  Richard  Waldo,  were  ap- 
poii^ted  -members  of  the  council.  In  this  ship 
there  came  the  first  Englishwomen,  that  ever  were 
in  Virginia,  Mrs.  Forrest  and  her  maid  'Anne 
Burras.  The  company  had  also,  with  singular 
want  of  judgment,  sent  out  eight  Germans  to 
make  pitch,  tar,  glass,  and  potash,  who  would 
have  been  welcomed  to  a  populous  and  thriving 
country,  but  who  were  useless  incumbrances  in  an 
infant  colony,  which  was  struggling  for  existence, 
and  all  the  energies  of  which  were  directed  to 
the  procuring  pf  daily  bread. 

The  instructions  which  Captain  Newport  had 
brought  out  with  him,  and  the  authority  with 
which  he  had  b^en  clothed,  are  a  monument  of 
the  folly  of  the  council  in  England,  in  dictating 
the  measures  and  course  of  pohcy  to  be  pursued 
in  a  colony,  three  thousand  miles  distant,  and  of 
whose  interests  and  condition  they  showed  them- 
selves so  thoroughly  ignorant.  -  Stithy  in  his 
homely  fashion,  says  of  Newport  himself,  that  he 
was  "  an  empty,  idle,  interested  man,  very  fearful 
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of  damger  aad  cGffienhy, 
but  m  verjr  ffeal  mad  mportanl  pecson  in  hb  mm 
Ulk  and  oonceiL"  He  bad  a  mean  jealonsy^  of 
Captain  Smitb  on  account  of  his  Mlliant  qualities 
and  tbe  estimation  in  which  be  was  held  bj  the 
colonists ;  and  his  influence  with  the  coondl  and 
company  in  England  induced  them  to  give  him 
such  peculiar  powers  as  would  enable  him  at  once 
to  gratify  his  own  conceit,  and,  as  he  thought,  to 
vex  and  mortify  his  rival.  He  obtained  fiom 
them  a  special  commission,  by  which  he  was  au- 
thorized to  act,  in  certain  cases,  independendy  of 
the  council,  and  in  which  three  objects  were  kid 
down  as  essential.  He  was  not  to  return  without 
either  discovering  the  South  Sea,  or  bringmg  back 
a  himp  of  gold  or  some  one  of  the  lost  company, 
which  had  been  sent  out  by  ^  Walter  Raleigh.* 
It  is  difficult  to  believe  that  such  preposterous 
requisitions  could  have  been  made  by  men  in 
their  senses ;  but  their  madness  was  deliberate,  as 
its  "method"  will  show.  A  barge  had  been 
constructed  and  brought  over,  which  was  capable 
of  being  taken  to  pieces  and  put  together  again,  and 

*  This  refers  to  a  colony  of  one  hundred  persons,  who 
had  been  left  on  the  island  of  Roanoke  in.  North  Caroli- 
na, by  Captain  While,  under  the  guidance  and  direction 
of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  in  1587,  and  were  never  after- 
wards heard  of,  being  probably  cot  off  by  the  la- 
dians. 
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m  which  tbey  were  to  make  a  voyage  to  the  head 
of  the  river.  It  wa&  thea  to  be  carried  acsoss 
the  mountains  and  launched  upon  the  streams, 
which  were  supposed  to  run  weaterly  and  flow 
into  the  South  Sea.  As  they  must  pass  through 
Powhatan's  territory,  it  was  proper  to  make  ex- 
traordinary exerti(»s  to  secure  his  fiivor ;  and  fat 
this  purpose  a  royal  present  was  brought  over 
for  him,  consisting  of  a  bascm  and  ewer,  a  bed 
and  furniture,  a  chair  of  state,  a  suit  of  scarlet 
ckches,  a  cloak,  and  a  crown. 

Newport  soon  opened  his  budget,  and  unfold* 
ed  to  the  council  his  strange  powers  and  wild 
schemes.  Captab  Smith,  whose  strong  good 
sense  and  knowledge  of  the  country  enable  him 
to  perceive,  at  a  glance,  their  impolicy  and  even 
impractical»lity,  opposed  their  execution  most 
strenuously.  He  said,  that  it  was  sheer  oMMhiess 
to  employ  the  precious  time  of  the  colonists, 
which  ought  to  be  fully  occuped  in  providing 
for  the  winter,  in  the  visionary  scheme  of  a  search 
for  the  Soutk  Seiei,  through  an  unknown  country, 
foil  of  merciless  enemies;  and  that,  worn  out 
with  fatigue  and  sickness  as  they  were,  it  would 
be  impossible  for  them  to  carry  the  boat  over 
the  mountains.  As  to  the  sumptuous  presents 
brought  oYei  for  Powhatan,  he  was  opposed  to 
their  being  presented,  because  he  said  that  he 
could  always  be  sure  of  bis  good- will  by  a  piece 
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and  sttSfHcious  iq  tioaes  of  danger  and  diflieolty, 
but  a  very  g^eai  and  importanl  persoa  in  h'ls  own 
talk  and  conceit."  He  bad  a  meaa  jealousy  of 
Captain  Smith  on  account  of  his  brilliant  qualities 
and  the  estimation  m  wbbh  be  was  held  by  the 
colonists ;  and  his  influence  with  the  council  and 
'Company  in  Elngland  induced  tbem  to  give  him 
such  peculiar  powers  as  would  enaUe  him  at  once 
to  gratify  hb  own  conceit,  and,  as  be  tbou^t,  to 
vex  and  mortify  his  rival.  He  obtained  from 
them  a  special  commission^  by  which  be  was  au- 
thorized to  act,  in  certain  cases,  independendy  of 
the  council,  and  in  which  three  objects  were  kid 
down  as  essential.  He  was  not  to  return  without 
either  discovering  the  South  Sea,  or  bringing  back 
a  himp  of  gold  or  some  one  of  the  lost  company, 
which  bad  been  sent  out  by  Sir  Walter  Raleigh.* 
It  is  difficult  to  believe  that  such  preposterous 
requisitions  could  have  been  made  by  men  in 
their  senses ;  but  their  madness  VTas  deliberate,  as 
its  "method"  will  show.  A  barge  had  been 
constructed  and  brought  over,  which  was  capable 
of  being  taken  to  pieces  and  put  together  again,  and 


*  This  refers  to  a  colony  of  one  hundred  persons,  who 
had  heen  left  on  the  island  of  Roanoke  in  North  Caroli- 
na, by  Captain  White,  under  the  guidance  and  direction 
of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  in  1587,  and  were  never  after- 
wards heard  of,  being  probabl}^  cut  off  by  the  In- 
dians. 
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who  ^^had  so  accommodated  themselves  wiih 
branches/'  that  they  were  mistaken  for  bushes 
growing  along  the  shore.  Their  arrows,  how* 
ever,  striking  against  the  targets,  fell  harmless 
into  the  river* 

They  were  kindly  treated  by  the  rest  of  the 
nations  as  far  as  the  Falls.  While  they  were  up- 
on the  river,  they  lost  one  of  their  number,  Mr* 
Richard  Fetherstone,  by  death.  He  had  borne  an 
unexceptionable  character  iirom  the  first,  behaving 
himself  "honestly,  valiantly,  and  industriously/' 
Hb  remains  were  buried,  with  appropriate  honors, 
on  the  shore  of  a  small  bay,  which  they  called 
by  his  name.  The,  other  members  of  the  expe^- 
dition,  who  had  almost  all  of  them  been  more  or 
less  sick,  had  now  recovered  their  health. 

Having  sailed  up  the  Rappahannoc  as  far  as 
their  bark  would  carry  them,  they  set  up  crosses 
and  carved  their  names  upon  the  bark  of  trees^ 
as  usual.  While  they  were  rambling  about  the 
Falls,  they  were  suddenly  attacked  by  about  a 
hundred  Indians,  who,  in  their  irregular  mode  of 
warfare,  kept  darting  about  from  tree  to  tree, 
continually  discharging  arrows,  but  with  no  efieot. 
In  about  half  an  hour  they  retreated  as  sudden* 
ly  as  they  approached.  As  the  English  returned 
from  pursuing  them  they  found  one  of  their  num- 
ber lying  upon  the  ground,  having  been  wounded 
in  the  knee  with  a  bullet.  Mosco,  who  had  be* 
haved  with  great  courage  in  the  skirmish,  showed. 
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at  the  sight  of  bin?,  the  unrelenting  cruelty  of  hia 
race  ;  for,  says  the  narrativef  with  more  force  than 
elegance,  *^  never  was  dog  more  furious  against 
a  bear^  than  Mo9co  was  to  have  beat  out  bia 
brains."  c  But  he  ^as  rescued  irom  this  violence  4 
and,  bis  wounds  having  been  dressed  by  the  sur- 
geon, he  was  in  an  hour  so  far  recovered  as  to  be 
able  to  eat  and  speak.  By  the.  aid  of  M osco,  they 
learned  firpm  him  that  he  was  the  brother  of  the 
chief  of  the  tribe  of  Hassininga,  one  of  the  four 
which  made  up  the  nation  of  the  Mannahocs, 
When  asked  why  his  people  attacked  the  Eng- 
lish, who  came  to  them  with  both  the  intentions 
srnd  the  appearance  of  friends,  he  said,  that  they 
had  heard  4hat  the  English  were  a  nation  come 
from  under  the  world  to  take  their,  world  from 
them.  Being  further  asked  how  many  worlds 
be  knew,  he  answered,  that  he  knew  of  none 
but  that  which  was  und^r  the  sky  that  covered 
him,  whose  80I9  inhabitants  were,  besidias  bis 
own  nation,  the  Powhatans,  the  Monacans,  and 
the  Massawomecs.  To  the  inqvury,  what  there 
was  ^beyond  the  mouot^ns,  he  replied,  the  sun. 
They  made  him  many  presents  and  persuaded 
him  to  accompany  them. 

At  night  they  set  sail  and  proceeded  down  the 
river.  They  were  presently  followed  by  the 
Mannahocs  on  the  banks,  who  kept  discharging 
arrows  at  the  boat  and  yelling  and  shrieking  so 
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kauL  as  «»  RSBio'  k  ii^iiHyHg.  far  dieir  ooon- 

one  WIS  AmoroleCy 
ID  tboB.  Bat  in  the 
of  die  Mnffwing  thej  iihiif  rt  in  a  qiuet 
9ad  brad  kcr,  aid  dior  capdre  wis  able  to 
uires  his  mmUnym  lad  iofcnii  tfaem,  bow 
kimiTx  die  Eo^tisii  had  trated  bim ;  that  be  bad 
Wm  promised  ois  Sfaertj  if  tbey  woidd  be  fiieDd- 
!▼  :  and  drtf  as  a>  iDJunn^  tbe  stnngers  at  all 
w!th  cneir  uuerior  weapoDS,  it  was  quite  oat  of  the 
^oesdcML  Eoroura^ed  bj  tbese  staleaients,  they 
hun^  dfteir  bows  and  anows  apon  tbe  trees,  and 
two  of  tbem,  withoat  suycion,  swam  to  tbe  bark, 
bra^in^  the  one  a  bow  and  tbe  other  a  quiver  of 
iRows^  vbkrfa  they  presented  Id  Captain  Smith  in 
token  of  submissiQB.  He  leooved  them  very 
kiodly,  and  told  them  that^  if  the  cbsefe  of  their 
four  tribes  would  sabaiit  to  him,  that  the  great 
Eng^  whose  sulgect  he  was,  would  be  their 
friend.  This  was  knmeifiatdy  assented  to ;  and, 
on  S^S  *^hore  on  a  low,  jutting  point  of  land, 
the  four  chie6  came  and  received  their  coun* 
tryman,  Amorolec  Tbey  wondered  at  every 
thing  belonging  to  tbe  English,  and  mistook  their 
pistols  for  pipes.  After  giving  and  receiving 
many  presents,  the  Engibh  took  their  departure, 
leaving  four  or  £ve  hundred  Indians  sin^ng,  danc- 
ing, and  making  meny. 
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On  their  return,  tbej  visited  their  finencb  the 
Moraughtacuods,  who  were  desirous  that  Captain 
Smith  should  make  peace  with  the  Rappahan* 
noes/ as  he  had  done  with  the  Maanahocs.  Thb 
pacific  counsel,  so  foreign  to  the  Indian  charac- 
ter, was  jtfobably  jpren,  that  they  themselves 
might  be  more  secure,  as  tliey  were  generally 
understood  to  be  the  friends  and  allies  of  the 
English.  Captain  Smith  told  them  that  he  was 
ready  to  make  peace,  but  that,  as  (he  Rappahan- 
noes  had  twice  assaulted  him  without  any  prov- 
ocation, and  when  he  came  with  the  most  friendly 
intentions,  he  i^ioald  exact  -certain  conditions  from 
them.  These  Were,  that  they  should  present  him 
with  the  bow  and  arrows  of  their  chief,  in  token 
of  submission,  that  they  should  never  come  armed 
into  his  presence,  that  they  should  make  peace 
with  the  Moraughtacunds  and  give  up  their  chiefs 
son,  to  be  a  hostage  and  a  security  for  the  per- 
formance of  the  stipulated  terms. 

A  message  was  sent  to  die  chief  of  the  Rap- 
pahannocs,  who  accepted  all  the  conditions  ex- 
cept the  last,  saying  that  he  hf[d  but  one  son  and 
could  not  live  wkhoot  liim,  a  atitnsf  insiasice  of 
affection,  in  one  of  a  race,  which  has  geniersHy 
been  supposed  to-  be  peculiarly  devoid  dT  Che 
finer  sensibilities  of  the  heart.  He  oft«ed,  m^ 
stead  of  his  son,  to  give  up  the  three  women 
whom  the  Moraughtacunds  bad  stolen  from  him, 
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which  proposiuon  was  accepted.  The  women 
being  brought  before  Captain  Smith,  be  presented 
each  of  them  with  a  chain  of  beacb.  He  then 
permitted  the  chief  of  the  Rappahannocs  to 
choose,  fiom  the  three,  the  one  whom  he  prefer- 
red ;  to  the  chief  of  the  Moraughtacunds  he  gave 
the  next  choace;  and  the  remaining  woman  be 
gave  to  Mosco  ;  an  arrangement  which  was  satis- 
£ictory  to  all  parties.  The  triple  peace  was  cod- 
claded  with  great  rejoicings  of  men,  women,  and 
children,  of  whom  no  less  than  six  or  seven  hun- 
dred were  assembled.  Mosco,  to  express  bis  love 
for  the  English,  changed  his  name  to  Uttasan- 
tough,  which  means  stranger,  the  word  by  which 
they  were  called. 

On  departing  from  the  Rappahannocj  they  ex- 
plored the  Piankatank  as  far  as  it  was  naviga- 
ble, and  steered  for  home.  While  they  were  in 
the  bay,  a  few  miles  south  of  York  River,  they 
were  surprised  in  the  night  with  so  violent  a 
storm  of  rain,  attended  with  thunder  and  light- 
ning, that  they  gave  themselves  up  for  lost,  but 
were  enabled  finally  to  reach  Point  Comfort.  As 
they  had  discovered  so  many  nations  at  a  dis- 
tance, they  thought  It  would  be  hardly  consistent 
for  them  to  return  home,  without  visiting  their 
neighbors,  the  Chesapeakes  and  Nanseijionds,  of 
whom  as  yet  they  had  oply  heard.  Therefore 
they  set  sail  for  the  southern  shore, 's(nd  went  op 
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a-  narrow  river,  then  '^called  the  Chesapeake  but 
since  Elizabeth,  on  which  Norfolk  stands.  They 
sailed  six  or  seven '  miles,  but  seeing  no  living 
beings,  though  they  observed  signs  of  habitation, 
they  returned.  Having  coasted  along  the  shore 
to  the  mouth  of  the  Nansemond,  they  perceived 
there  six  or  seven  Indians  mending  their  weirs 
for  fishing,  who  fled  at  the  sight  of  the  English. 
They  went  on  shore  and  left  some  toys  in  the 
{dace,  where  the  Indians  had  been  working,  and 
returned  to  their  boat.  They  had  not  gone  far, 
before  the  Indians  returned,  and  began  to  sing  and 
dance  and  call  them  back.  One  of  them  came 
into  the  boat  of  his  own  accord,  and  invited  them 
to  his  house,  which  was  a  few  miles  up  the  river. 
Thi3  invitation  they  accepted  and  sailed  six  or 
seven  miles,  the  other  Indians  accompanying 
them,  running  on  the  banks.  They  saw  on  the 
western  shore  large  corn-fields,  and  in  the  midst 
of  the  river  an  island,  upon  which  was  situated 
the  house  of  the  Indian  who  was  with  them,  and 
which  was  also  thickly  covered  with  com.  The 
Indian  treated,  them  kindly,  and  showed  them 
his  wife  and  children,  to  whom  they  made  suita- 
ble presents.  The  other  Indians  invited  them 
further  up  the  river  to  their  houses,  and  accom- 
panied them  for  some  distance  in  a  canoe. 

Some  suspicious  circumstances  in  their  deport- 
ment led  the  English  to  apprehend  that  all  was 
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not  right,  tnd  to  provide  fcr  the  worst,  espedally 
when  tbej  peioeived  that  they  were  fdlowed  hf 
seven  or  eight  canoes  full  of  armed  ineiK  Tliey 
weie  not  IcNSg  left  in  saspense,  for  they  were 
suddenij  attadied  by  two  or  three  handled  men, 
from  each  side  of  the  river,  who  discharged  ar- 
rows at  them  as  last  as  they  could  draw  their 
bows.  Those  in  the  canoes  also  shot  at  them; 
but  they  returned  so  galling  a  fire  bom  their 
musketSy  that  roost  of  them  leaped  overboard,  and 
swam  to  the  shore.  The  ilnglish  soon  fell  down 
the  stream,  till  they  reached  a  pteidoa,  where  the 
arrows  of  the  Indians  could  not  touch  them,  but 
which  was  within  nni^et-shot  of  their  foes,  and 
a  few  discharges  made  th^n  retire  behind  the 
trees.  The  English  then  seized  upcm  dieir  de- 
serted canoes,  and  moored  them  in  the  stream. 
Though  they  had  received  more  than  a  hundred 
arrows  in  tlien-  targets,  and  about  the  boat,  no 
one  was  hurt.  They  determined  to  punish  the 
treaclmtnis  Indians, -by  burning  every  thing  upon 
the  island  at  night,  and  in  the  mean  time  began 
to  demc^ish  their  canoes.  At  the  sight  of  this, 
those  on  shore  threw  down  their  arms  and  sued 
for  peace;  which  was  granted  on  conditicMi  that 
they  wootd  bring  their  chief' 45  bow  and  arrows 
and  a  chain  of  pearl,  and  four  hundred  baskets 
of  com,  otherwise  their  canoes  should  be  destroy- 
ed .and  their  hnnses  burnt.    These  conditions  4hey 
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assented  to,  and  loaded  the  boat  with  com  as  full 
as  it  would  hold,  with  which  the  English  departed, 
and  arrived  at  Jamestown  without  any  further  ad- 
venture, on  the  Tlh  of  September,  1608* 

In  these  two  expeditions  Captain  Smith  was 
absent  a  little  over  three  .months,  excepl&Bg  an 
interval  of  three  days  which  was  spent  at  James- 
town ;  and  he  had  sailed,  upon  his  own  compu- 
tation; about  three  thousand  miles*  It  was  an 
enterprise  of  gneat  difficulty  and  considerable  haz- 
ard, and  its  complete  success  is  to  be  ascribed 
to  his  remarkable  personal  qualities.  His  inters 
course  with  the  natives  required  the  exeidse  of 
the  greatest  firmness,  address,  and  setf-command ; 
while,  in  the  management  of  his  own  company, 
authority  and  persuasive  influence  were  to  be  min- 
ted with  the  nicest  tact.  He  was  obliged  to 
overawe  the  refractory,  to  encouragothe  s»ck  and 
drooping,  to  enliven  the  desponding,  and  to  in- 
fuse his  own  adventurous  and  enterprising  sjnrit 
into  the  indolent  and  timid.  He  explcMred  the 
whole  of  the  Chesapeake  JBs^y,  and  of  the  coun- 
try lying  upon  its  banks,  and  constructed  a  map 
of  it,  which  is  very  accurate,  taking  all  circum- 
stances into  consideration. 
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tbey  led  them  in  triumph  to  their  village  and  en- 
tertained them  hospitably.  They  saw  among; 
this  people  hatchets,  knives,  and  pieces  of  iron~ 
and  brass,  which,  they  said,  were  obtained  from 
the  Susquesahanocs,  a  mighty  nation,  who  dwelt 
upon  the  river  of  the  same  name,  two  days' 
journey  above  the  Falls,  and  who  were  mortal 
enemies  of  the  Massawomecs.  Captain  Smith 
prevailed  upon  them  to  send  an  embassy  to  this 
people  inviting  them  to  come  and  see  him  ;  which 
was  accordingly  done,  and,  in  three  or  four  days, 
sixty  of  them  came  down  with  presents  of  various 
kinds. 

Captain  Smith  has  spoken  of  these  Susquesa* 
banocs  in   terms  which  would  lead  one  to  sup* 
pose   that  he   borrowed   more   from   imagination 
than  memory  in  his  description,  and  that  his  ro* 
mantic  fancy  and  ardent  temperament  made  him, 
perhaps  unconsciously^  exaggei^e  the  sober  truth. 
He  speaks  of  them   as  a  race  of  giants,  ^'  -and, 
for  their  language,   it   may  well    beseem    their 
proportions,  sounding  from   them   as  a  voice  in 
a  vault."     Their  clothing  was  the  skins  of  bears 
and  wolves,  with  the  paws,  the  ears,  and  the  head 
disposed  in  such  a  way,  as  to  make  it  at  once 
more   picturesque   and   terrible.     "One  hc^d  the 
head  of  a  wolf  hanging  in  a  chain  for  a  jewel>  his 
tobacco-pipe  tluree  quarters  of  a  yard  long,  pret« 
tily  carved  with  a  bird,  a  deer,  or  some  such  cie- 
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vice  at  the  great  end,  sufficient  to  beat  out  one's 
brains ;  with  bows,  arrows,  and  clubs,  suitable  to 
their  greatness/'  To  those  who  have  since  seen 
this  gigantic  people,  with  the  unassisted  eye  of 
reason,  they  have  dwindled  to  the  common  pro^ 
portions  of  mankind. 

Their  tribe  was  a  numerous  one,  mustering  six 
hundred  fighting  men.  They  dwelt  in  palisadoed 
towns  to  defend  themselves  against  the  Massa- 
womecs,  their  deadly  foes.  In  their  manners 
they  were  mild  and  simple,  and  knew  nothing 
of  Powhatan  or  bis  people  except  by  name. 
They  informed  the  English,  that  their  hatchets 
and  other  commodities  came  from  the  French 
in  Canada.  They  looked  upon  the  English  as 
beings  of  an  order  superior  to  men,  and  for  Cap- 
tain Smith  their  veneration  was  unbounded.  An 
incident  is  related  by  the  narrator  of  the  progress 
of  this  expedition,  which  shows  at  once  the  piety 
of  Captain  Smith,  and  that  natural  instinct  of  re- 
ligion which  dwells  alike  in  the  breast  of  the  hea- 
then and  the  Christian,  the  savage  and  the  civil- 
ized man.  "  Our  order  was  daily  to  have  prayer 
with  a  psalm,  at  which  solemnities  the  poor  sav- 
ages niuch  wondered ;  our  prayers  being  done,  a 
while  they  were  busied  with  a  consultation  till 
they  had  contrived  their  business.  Then  they 
began  in  a  most  passionate  manner  to  hold  up 
their  hands  to  the  sun,  with  a  most  fearful  song; 
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the*  emhndng  our  CapUm,  ihey  began  to  adore 
him  io  like  maniMr;  thoagh  be  rebuked  them, 
yet  they  proceeded  till  their  soog  was  finished." 
They  afterwards  invested  him  with  the  oCBce  of 
%  chief,  loaded  him  with  presmits,  and  mvited  him 
to  come  and  aid  them  against  the  Massawomecs. 

Leaving  these  kind  and  friendly  strangers,  they 
returned  down  the  bay,  to  the  Rappahannoc^  e]L- 
pkmng  every  inlet  and  river  of  any  consequence, 
and  giving  to  the  various  capes  and  headlands  the 
names  of  members  of  the  company  or  of  their 
friends.  At  the  extreme  pomts  to  which  they 
explored  the  several  rivers,  they  cut  crosses  in 
the  bark  of  trees,  and  in  some  {daces  bored  holes 
m  them,  wherein  they  deported  notes,  and,  in 
some  cases,  braien  crosses,  to  signify  that  the 
English  had.  been  there. 

In  passmg  up  the  river  Rappahannoc,  they 
were  kindly  entertained  by  a  tribe  of  Indians 
called  the  Morau^htacunds.  They  met  there  an 
Indian  named  Mosco,  who  is  styled  an  ^^old 
friend,"  though  we  bear  of  him  now  for  the  first 
time.  They  had  probably  seen  him  on  their  for- 
mer expedition.  They  supposed  him  to  be  the  son 
of  some  Frenchman,  because,  unlike  every  other 
Indian  whom  they  had  seen,  he  had  a  bushy  Mack 
beard.  He  was  not  a  little  proud  of  this  distinc- 
tion, and  called  the  Englishmen  ''his  country- 
men."    He  devoted  himself  to  them  with  great 
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Msidui^  and  uniform  kmdness.  He  advised  tbem 
not  to  nsit  the  Rappahann^es,  who  lived  hig|i<- 
er  up  the  river,  as  they  would  enideavor  to  kill 
them  for  being  the  friends  of  the  Moraughtt- 
cunds,  who  had  lately  stolen  three  of  their  chiefs 
women* 

Captain  Smith,  thinking  that  thb  was  merely 
an  aitifice  to  secure  a  profitable  trade  to  his  own 
friends,  disregarded  his  counsels;  but  the  event 
proved  that  ^  he  was  right.  Under  pretence  of 
trade,  the  English  were  decoyed  by  them  into  a 
creek,  where  an  ambuscade  was  prepared  for 
them.  A  skirmish  took  place  in  which  the  Rap- 
pahannocs  had  many  killed  and  wounded,  but 
none  of  the  En^i^h  were  hurt.  They  took  three 
or  four  canoes,  which  they  presented  to  Mosco  in 
requital  of  his  kindness. 

Before  proceeding  c^ny  further,,  they  employed 
themselves  In  surrounding  their  boat  with  a  sort 
of  bulwark,  made  of  the  targets,  which  they  had 
received  from  the  Massawomecs,  and  which  they 
had  found  a  great  protection  against  the  arrows 
of  the  Rappahannocs.  They  were  made  of  smaH 
twigs,  woven  together  with  strings  of  wild  hemp 
and  silk-grass,^  so  firmly  and  compactly  as  to  make 
them  perfectly  arrow-proof.  Their  virtue  was 
soon  put  to  the  test ;  for  on  the  next  ddy  they  re- 
ceived a  volley,  while  they  were  in  a  narrow  part 
of  the  river,  bom  thirty  or.  forty  Rappahannocs, 
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who  ^^had  so  accoromodtted  themselves  with 
branches/'  that  they  were  mistaken  for  bushes 
growing  along  the  sh<»e.  Their  arrows,  bow- 
ever,  striking  against  the  targets,  fell  barmlesi 
into  the  river* 

They  were  kindly  treated  by  the  rest  of  the 
nations  as  far  as  the  Falls.  While  they  were  up- 
on the  river,  they  lost  one  of  their  number,  Mr, 
Richard  Fetherstooe,  by  death.  He  had  borne  an 
unexceptionable  character  from  the  first,  behaving 
himself  ^^  honestly,  valiantly,  and  industriously/' 
His  remains  were  buried,  with  appropriate  b<mors, 
on  the  shore  of  a  small  bay,  which  they  called 
by  his  name.  The.  other  members  of  the  expe* 
dition,  who  had  almost  all  of  them  been  more  or 
less  sick,  had  now  recovered  their  health. 

Having  sailed  up  the  Rappah^noc  as  far  as 
their  bark  would  carry  them,  they  set  up  crosses 
and  carved  their  names  upon  the  bark  of  trees# 
as  usual.  While  they  were  rambling  feibout  the 
Falls,  they  were  suddenly  attacked  by  about  a 
hundred  Indians,  who,  in  their  irregular  mode  of 
warfare,  kept  darting  about  from,  tree  to  tree, 
continually  dischar^ng  arrows,  but  with^  no  effect. 
In  about  half  m  hour  they  retreated  as  sudden* 
ly  as  they  approached.  As  the  English  returned 
from  pursuing  them  they  found  one  of  their  num* 
ber  lying  upon  the  ground,  having  been  wounded 
in  the  knee  with  a  bullet,  Mosco,  who  had  be-' 
haved  with  great  courage  in  the  skirmish,  showed^ 
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at  the  sight  of  biiQ,  the  unrelenting  cruelty  of  his 
race  ;  for,  says  the  narrative,  with  more  force  than 
elegance,  ^^  never  was  dog  more  furious  against 
a  bear^  than  Mosco  was  to  have  beat  out  his 
brains."^  But  he  ^as  rescued  fiom  this  violence^ 
and,  bis  wounds  having  been  dressed  by  the  sur- 
geon, he  was  in  an  hour  so  far  recovered  as  to  be 
able  to  eat  and  speak.  By  the  aid  of  Mosco,  they 
learned  from  him  that  he  was  the  brother  of  the 
chief  of  the  tribe  of  Hassininga,  one  of  the  four 
which  made  up  the  nation  of  the  Mannahocs. 
When  asked  why  his  people  attacked  the  Eng* 
lish,  who  came  to  them  with  both  the  intentions 
^nd  the  appearance  of  friends,  he  said,  that  they 
bad  heard  that  the  English  were  a  nation  come 
from  under  the  world  to  take  their,  world  from 
them.  Being  further  asked  how  many  worlds 
he  knew,  he  answered,  that  he  knew  of  none 
but  that  which  was  und^r  the  sky  that  covered 
biqa,  whose  sole  inhabitants  were,  besides  bis 
own  nation,  the  Powhatans,  the  Monacans,  and 
the  Massawomecs.  To  the  inquiry,  what  there 
was  ^beyond  the  mountains,  he  replied,  the  sun. 
They  made  him  many  presents  and  persuaded 
him  to  accoibpany  them. 

At  night  they  set  sail  and  proceeded  down  the 
river.  They  were  presently  followed  by  the 
Mannahocs  on  the  banks,  who  kept  discharging 
arrows  at  the  boat  and  yelling  and  shrieking  so 
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load,  as  to  render  it  impossiUe  for  tbeir  coun- 
ttynuui  m  the  boat,  whose  name  was  Amorolec, 
to  make  bis  voice  aucfiUe  to  them.  But  in  the 
cahn  of  the  moniing  they  anchored  in  a  quiet 
and  broad  haj,  and  thrir  captive  was  able  to 
address  his  oountiymen  and  inform  them,  how 
kindlj  the  English  had  treated  him ;  that  he  had 
been  promised  his  liberty  if  they  would  be  friend- 
ly ;  and  that  as  to  injuring  the  strangers  at  all 
with  their  inferior  weapons,  it  was  quite  out  of  the 
question.  Encouraged  by  these  statements,  they 
hung  their  bows  and  arrows  upon  the  trees,  and 
two  of  them,  without  suspicion,  swam  to  the  bark, 
bringing  the  one  a  bow  and  the  other  a  quiver  of 
arrows,  which  they  presented  to  Captain  Smith  in 
token  of  submission.  He  received  them  very 
kindly,  and  told  them  that,  if  the  chiefs  of  their 
four  tribes  would  submit  to  him,  that  the  great 
King,  whose  subject  be  was,  would  be  tbeir 
friend.  This  was  immediately  assented  to ;  and, 
on  going  ashore  on  a  low,  jutting  point  of  land, 
the  four  chiefs  came  and  received  their  counr 
tryman,  Amorolec.  They  wondered  at  every 
thing  belonging  to  the  English,  and  mistook  tbeir 
pistols  for  pipes.  After  giving  and  receiving 
many  presents,  the  English  took  their  departure, 
leaving  four  or  five  hundred  Indians  singing,  danc- 
ing, and  making  meny.  ' 
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On  their  retuniy  thej  vbited  tbeir  friends  the 
Moraugfataouods,  wfad  were  dearous  that  Captain 
Smith  should  make  peace  with  the  Rappaban* 
noes/ as  he  had  done  with  the  Manoahocs.  Thb 
pacific  counsel,  so  foreign  to  the  Indian  charac- 
ter, was  jffobably  giren,  that  they  themselves 
might  be  more  secure,  as  tliey  were  generally 
understood  to  be  the  friends  and  allies  of  the 
English.  Captain  Smith  told  them  that  he  was 
ready  to  make  peace,  but  that,  as  (he  Rappahan-* 
noes  had  twice  assaulted  him  without  any  prov- 
ocation, and  when  he  came  with  the  most  friendly 
intenti(»s,  he  i^ioald  exact  certain  condUaons  from 
them.  These  ^vere,  that  they  should  present  him 
with  the  bow  and  arrows  of  their  chief,  in  token 
of  submission,  that  they  should  never  come  armed 
into  his  presence,  that  they  should  make  peace 
with  the  Moraughtacunds  and  give  up  their  chiefs 
son,  to  be  t  hostage  and  a  security  for  the  per* 
formance  of  the  stipulated  tenhs. 

A  message  was  sent  to  the  chief  of  the  Rap- 
paharaiocs,  who  accepted  all  the  conditions  ex- 
cept the  last,  saying  that  he  hfid  but  one  son  and 
could  not  live  wkhoot  him,  a  ttrmg  insiasice  of 
affection,  in  one  of  a  race,  which  has  generally 
been  supposed  to-  be  peculiarly  devoid  of  the 
finer  sensibilities  of  the  heart.  He  oftfed,  m^ 
stead  of  bis  son,  to  give  up  the  three  women 
whom  the  Moraughtacunds  had  stolen  from  him, 
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which  proposition  wis  accepted.      The   women 
being  brought  befixe  Captain  Smith,  he  presented 
each  of  them  with  a  cbun  of  beads.     He  iheo 
permitted  the   chief   of  the    Rappahannocs   to 
choose,  fiom  the  three,  the  one  whom  he  prefer- 
red ;  to  the  chief  of  the  Moraughtacands  be  gave 
the  next  chcSce;   and  the   remaining  woman  he 
gave  to  Mosco  ;  an  arrangement  which  was  satis- 
factory  to  all  parties.     The  triple  peace  was  con- 
cluded with  great  rejoicings  of  men,  women,  and 
children,  of  whom  no  less  than  six  or  seven  hun- 
dred were  assembled.     Mosco,  to  express  bis  love 
for  the  English,  changed  his  name   to  Uttasan* 
tough,  which  means  stranger^  the  word  by  which 
they  were  called. 

On  departmg  from  the  RappahannoCj  they  ex- 
plored the  Piankatank  as  far  as  it  was  naviga- 
ble, and  steered  for  home.  While  they  were  in 
the  bay,  a  few  miles  south  of  York  River,  they 
were  surprised  m  the  night  with  so  violent  a 
stcnrm  of  rain,  attended  with  thunder  and  light- 
ning, that  they  gave  themselves  up  for  lost,  but 
were  enabled  finally  to  reach  Point  Comfort.  As 
they  had  discovered  so  many  nations  at  a  dis- 
tance, they  thought  it  would  be  hardly  consistent 
for  them  to  return  home,  without  visiting  their 
neighbors,  the  Chesapeakes  and  Nansectionds,  of 
whom  as  yet  they  had  opiy  heard.  Therefore 
they  set  sdl  for  the  southern  shore,  stnd  went  up 
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ft  narrow  river,  then  '^called  the  Chesapeake  but 
since  Elizabeth,  on  which  Norfolk  stands.     They 
sailed  six  or  seven '  miles,  but  seeing  no  living 
beings,  though  they  observed  signs  of  habitation, 
they  returned.     Having  coasted  along  the  shore 
to  the  mouth  of  the  Nanseraond,  they  perceived 
there  six  or  seven  Indians  mending  their  weirs 
for  fishing,  who  fled  at  the  sight  of  the  English. 
They  went  on  shore  and  left  some  toys  in  the 
place,  where  the  Indians  had  been  working,  and 
returned  to  their  boat.     They  had  not  gone  far, 
before  the  Indians  returned,  and  began  to  sing  and 
dance  and  call  them  back.     One  of  them  came 
into  the  boat  of  his  own  accord,  and  invited  them 
to  his  house,  which  was  a  few  miles  up  the  river. 
This  invitation  they  accepted  and  sailed  six  or 
seven    miles,   the    other    Indians    accompanying 
them,  running  on  the  banks.     They  saw  on  the 
western  shore  large  corn-fields,  and  in  the  midst 
of  the  river  an  bland,  upon  which  was  situated 
the  house  of  the  Indian  who  was  with  them,  and 
which  was  also  thickly  covered  with  com.    The 
Indian   treated,  them   kindly,  and  showed  them 
his  wife  and  children,  to  whom  they  made  suita- 
ble presents.      The  other  Indians  invited  them 
further  up  the  river  to  their  houses,  and  accom- 
panied them  for  some  distance  in  a  canoe. 

Some  suspicious  circumstances  in  their  deport- 
ment led  the  English  to  apprehend  that  all  was 
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DoC  right,,  tnd  to  provide  for  the  worst,  especklty 
when  they  peroeiyed  that  they  were  fdlowed  by 
nevea  or  eight  canoes  full  of  armed  meiK  They 
were  aot  long  left  in  suspense,  for  they  were 
suddeolj  attacked  by  two  or  three  l^undred  meo, 
from  each  side  of  the  rirer,  who  discharged  ar- 
rows at  them  as  iast  as  thej  could  draw  tfieir 
bows.  Those  in  the  canoes  also  shot  «t  (hem; 
but  they  returned  so  galling  a  fire  fiom  their 
muskets,  that  roost  of  them  leaped  overboard,  and 
swam  to  the  shore.  The  English  soon  fell  down 
the  stream,  till  they  reached  a  pdsitioa,  wrh&re^  the 
arrows  of  the  Indians  could  not  touch  them,  but 
which  was  within  mudcet-shot  of  their  foes,  and 
a  few  discharges  made  them  retire  behind  the 
trees.  The  English  then  seized  upon  their  de- 
serted caaoes,  and  moored  them  in  the  stream. 
Though  they  had  received  more  than  a  hundred 
arrows  in  tiien'  targets,  and  about  the  boat,  no 
one  was  hurt.  They  determined  to  punbh  the 
treaclierous  Indians, -by  burning  every  thing  upon 
the  island  at  night,  and  in  the  mean  time  began 
to  demolish  their  canoes.  At  the  si^t  o(  thb, 
those  OB  shore  threw  down  their  arms  and  sued 
for  peace;  which  was  granted  on  GODditkm  that 
they  wogM  brii^  their  chief W  bcm  and  arrows 
and  a  chain  of  peari,  and  four  hundred  baskets 
of  com,  otherwise  tiwiir  canoes  should  be  destroy- 
ed .and  their  hovses  bmrnt.    These  conditioiis  4hey 
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assented  to,  and  loaded  the  boat  with  corn  as  full 
as  it  would  hold,  with  which  the  English  departed, 
and  arrived  at  Jamestown  without  any  further  ad- 
venture, on  the  7lh  of  September,  1608* 

In  these  two  expeditions  Captain  Smith  was 
absent  a  little  over  three. months,  excepting  an 
interval  of  three  days  which  was  spent  at  James- 
town; and  he  had  sailed,  upon  his  own  compu- 
tation,- about  three  thousand  miles.  It  was  an 
enterprise  of  gneat  difficulty  and  considerable  haz- 
ard, and  its  complete  success  is  to  be  ascribed 
to  his  remarkable  persons^  qualities.  His  uiter^ 
course  with  the  natives  required  the  exenase  of 
the  greatest  firmness,  address,  and  setf-ccmmiand ; 
while,  in  the  management  of  his  own  company, 
authority  and  persuasive  influence  were  to  be  min- 
gled with  the  nicest  tact.  He  was  obliged  to 
overawe  the  refractory,  to  encourage  the  sick  and 
drooping,  to  enliven  the  desponding,  and  to  in- 
fuse his  own  adventurous  and  enterprising  spirit 
into  the  indolent  and  timid.  He  explored  the 
whole  of  the  Chesapeake^ay,  and  of  the  coun«i 
try  lying  upon  its  banks,  and  constructed  a  map 
of  it,  which  is  very  accurate,  taking  all  circum- 
stances into  consideration. 
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suflfer  from  waot  of  food,  their  sapplj  being  but 
flcanty.  In  order  to  obtain  corn,  Captain  Sroitfa, 
with  Captain  Wynne  and  Mr.  Scrivener,  set  out 
for  Nansamond,  where,  upon  his  arriyal,  the  In- 
dians not  only  refused  to  give  him  the  four  hun- 
dred bushek,  which  they  had  promised,  but  would 
not  trade  with  him  at  all;  saybg  that  their 
stock  was  almost  consumed,  and  that  they  had 
been  commanded  by  Powhatan  to  keep  what 
was  left,  and  not  permit  the  English  to  enter 
their  river.  Captain  Smith,  finding  that  per- 
suasion did  no  good,  was  constrained  to  employ 
force.  At  the'  first  discharge  of  the  muskets, 
the  Indians  fled  without  shooting  an  arrow. 
The  Engliish  marched  towards  their  houses,  and 
set  fire  to  the  first  one  they  came  ,to.  •  Up- 
on the  sight  of  the  flames,  the  Indians  came 
forward  and  offered  to  give  them  half  the  com 
they  had,  if  they  would  detsist  from  further  vi- 
olence. 

They  loaded  the  three  boats,  with  which  the 
English  returned  to  their  place  of  encampment, 
four  miles  down  the  river.  This  was  an  open 
plain,  sheltered  by  a  hill,  and  at  that  time 
the  ground  was  frozen  hard  and  covered  with 
snow.  They  were  accustomed  to  dig  a\vay  the 
snow,  and  make  a  large  fire;  and,  when  the 
ground  was  thoroughly  warmed,  they  would  re« 
move  the  fire  and  ashes,  spread  their  mats  up- 


on  the  spot  and  fie  down,  using  another  mat 
as  a  screen  against  the  wind.  When  the  ground 
grew  cold,  they  shifted  their  fire  again.  Many- 
cold  winter  nights  they  passed  in  tUs  manner; 
and  those,  who  were  thus  exposed  to  the  elements 
in  these  expeditions,  were  always  stouter  and 
healthier  than  those,  who  remained  at  home  and 
slept  in  warm  beds. 

Soon  after  their  return  to  Jamestown,  the 
first  marriage  which  took  place  in  Virginia,  wa» 
celebrated  between  John  Laydon  and  Anne 
Burras.  ^ 

Captain  Smith,  mdefatigable  in  securing  the 
settlers  against  even  the  apprehension  of  want, 
remained  but  a  short  time  at  Jamestown,  but, 
accompanied  by  Captain  Waldo,  went  up  the 
bay  in  two  barges.  The  Indians,  on  all  sides, 
fled  at  the  sight  of  them,  till  they  discovered  the 
river  and  people  of  Appomatox.  These  had 
but  little  com;  but  that  little  they  divided  with 
the  English,  and  received  in  exchange  bits  of 
copper  and  other  trifles,  with  which  they  were 
well  contented. 

The  jsupplies  procured  in  this  manner  were, 
however,  temporary  and  precarious;  and  Cap- 
tain^ Smith,  who  was  determined  that  no  one 
should  be  in  fear  of  starvation,  while  he  was 
President,  resolved  upon  the  bold  and  question- 
able measure  of  surprising  Powhatan,  and  taking 
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possessioo  of  aU  his  store.  In  this  project  ae 
was  seconded  by  Captain  Waldo,  but  opposed  by 
Captain  Wynne  and  Mr.  Scrivener,  which  latti^ 
gentleman  had  become  an  enemy  to  him.  As 
if  to  favor  hb  purposes,  he  was  requested  by 
Powhatan  to  come  and  see  him,  with  a  promise, 
that  he  would  load  his  ship  with  com,  if  Smith 
would  build  him  a  house,  give  him .  a  grind* 
stone,  fifty  swords,  some  muskets,  a  cock  and 
a  hen,  and  a  large  quantity  of  beads  and  copper. 
Captain  Smith  determined  to  improve  the  oppor- 
tunity thus  fortunately  presented,  .although  he 
suspected  that  the  crafty  old  savage  had  some 
ulterior  design  in  his  specious  offers.  He  ac- 
cordingly sent  two  Englishmen  and  four  Ger- 
mans to  build  him  a  house,  giving  them  instruc- 
tions as  to  their  conduct,  and  unluckily  informing 
them  of  his  plans.  He  soon  after  set  out  him- 
self in  the  bark  and  two  barges,  accompanied 
by  Captam  Waldo  and  forty-six  men.  As  thb 
was  an  enterprise  of  great  danger,  he  took  with 
him  only  those  who  volunteered  to  go.  He  left 
the  government  in  the  bands  of  Mr.  Scrivener. 
On  the  29th  of  December,  ihey  departed  from 
Jamestown,  carrying  with  them  provisions  for  only 
three  or  four  days.  They  lodged  that  night  at 
Warraskoyac,  an  Indian  village,  a  few  miles  from 
Jamestown,  where  they  made  additions  to  their 
stores. 
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The  phief  of  the  tribe  treated  them  with .  great 
kindness,  and  endeavored .  to  dissuade  Captain 
Smith  from  going  to  see  Powhatan ;  but,  finding 
him  resolved,  he  warned  him  to  be  on  his  guard, 
Ibr  that  Powhatan,  notwithstanding  all  his  seem- 
ing kindness,  had  sent  for  them  merely  for  the 
purpose  of  cutting  Uheir  throats.  The  Captain 
thanked  him  for  his  caution,  and  requested  him 
to  furnish  guides  to  the  nation  of  the  Chawonocs, 
who  dwelt  between  the  rivere  Nottaway  and  Me- 
berrin,  in  North  Carolina,  to  which  he  readily 
'consented.  Mr.  Michael  Sicklemore,  a  valiant 
and  honest  soldier,  was  sent  upon  this  enterprise, 
the  object  of  which  was  to  obtain  silk-grass  and 
to  inquire  after  Sir  Walter  Raleigh's  lost  colony. 

The  next  night  they  lodged  at  Kecoughtan 
(Hampton),  where  they  were  detained  several 
days  by  violent  storms.  This  obliged  them  to 
keep  their  Christmas  among  the  Indians.*  But 
we  are  told  that  they  had  a  very  merry  one, 
warmed  by  blazing  fires,  and  their  tables  amply 
spread  with  fish,  flesh,  oysters,  and  wildfowl. 
After  various  accidents,  they  arrived  on  the  12tb 

*,  The  narrative  states,  that  they  left  Jamestown  on 
the  29th  of  December,  and  yet  that  they  afterwards  kept 
Christmas  among  the  savages.  Of  course,  both  state- 
ments cannot  be  correct  The  matter  is  fortunately  of 
little  consequence;  as  there  are  no  means  of  ascertaining 
which  is  light 
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<if  Janmiy  at  Wefowocomoco,  where  they  fiiond 
the  rifer  fioKD  to  nesily  half  a  mile  from  the 
ahixe.  They  broke  the  ice  to  make  a  passage 
far  the  barge,  till  she  was  groonded  by  the  ebbbg 
of  the  tide,  when  they  leaped  out  and  waded  to 
the  shore  thioagh  the  ice  and  mod. 

Tliey  qoaiteied  in  the  fiist  calnns  which  they 
faond,  and  sent  for  provisions  to  Pofrfiatan,  who 
supplied  them  with  bread,  turkeys,  and  Yenison. 
The  next  day,  after  haying  gi^en  them  an  enter- 
tainment, he  very  inhospitably  inquired  of  them 
when  they  purposed  to  go  away,  saying,  that  he 
had  never  invited  them  to  come,  and  that  nei- 
ther he  nor  his  people  had  any  -com  to  spare. 
Captain  Smith  then  confit>nted  him  with  the  men 
who  had  hroaght  ht$  invitatioD,  and  quietly  asked 
him  how  he  came  to  be  so  f(»*getful;  '' thereat 
the  King  concluded  the  matter  with  a  merrj 
laugh,"  and  asked  for  bis  commodities.  Nothing 
suited  him,  however,  but  guns  and  swords,  and 
he  valued  a  basket  of  com  at  a  higher  rate  tbaa 
a  basket  of  copper.  Captain  Smith,  perceiving 
that  the  wily  savage  was  trifling  with  him,  said  to . 
him  with  some  sternness,  that  he  had  confidently 
relied  upon  his  promises  to  supply  the  colony 
with  provisions,  and  had  neglected  to  procure  any 
from  other  sources,  which  he  might  have  done ; 
and,  to  testify  his  regard  to  him,  he  had  sent  me- 
chanics to  construct  buildings  for  him,  while  his 
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own  were  standing  unfinished.  He  charged  him 
with  having  monopofized  his  people's  corn  and 
forbidden  them  to  trade  with  the  English,  iji 
faopes>  by  starvation,  to  bring  them  to  his  own 
terms.  As  to  guns  and  swords,  he  had  none  to 
spare,  as  he  had  told  him  long  before ;  but  they 
would  contrive  ^to  keep  from  starving  by  the  aid 
of  thdse  which  they  had,  though  they  would  do 
him  no  wrong  nor  violence,  nor.  break  the  friend*- 
ship  which  existed  between  them,  unless  con- 
strained to  do  so-  by  ill  usage. 

Powhatan  listened  attentively  to  this  discourse, 
and  promised  that  both  he  and  his  people  would 
supply  the  English  with  as  much  com  as  could 
be  spared,  and  that  they  should  receive  it  within 
two  days.  *^  But,''  he  added,  >'  I  have  some 
doubts  about  the  reason  c^  your  coming  here.  I 
am  infohned  by  many,  that  you  come,  not  to 
trade,  but^  to  invade  my  people,  and  to  pos- 
sess my  country.  This  makes  me  less  ready  to 
relieve  you^  and  frightens  my  people  from  bring- 
ing in  their  com.  And  therefore  to  ease  them  of 
that  fear,  leave  your  arms  aboard,  since  they  are 
needless  here,  where  we  are  all  fi'iends." 

Powhatan's  doubts  were  very  reasonable,  and 
his  wary  conduct  perfectly  justifiable  ;  for  Smith's 
^hole  plot  had  been  revealed  to  him  by  the  Ger- 
mans, who  had  been  sent  to  build  a  house  for 
him.     These  men>  seeing  Powhatan's  wealth  and 
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plenty^  and  the  wretched  condition  of  the  colony, 
and  supposing  that  he  must  finally  extirpate  tbem, 
bad,  in  order  to  secure  his  favor,  basely  betrayed 
the  purposes  of  the  English.  Their  treachery 
was  the  more  odious,  because  one  of  them. bad 
been  honored  with  particular  marks  of  confidence 
by  Captain  Smith  on  account  of  his  intelligence 
and  supposed  integrity,  and  had  been  sent  on  this 
errand  to  act  as  a  spy  upon  Powhatan,  Captain 
Smith  was  entirely  unsuspicious  of  the  fact  at 
the  time,  and  did  not  bear  of  it  till  six  months 
afterwards ;  so  it  is  easy  to  see  what  an  advan- 
tage the  savage  monarch  had  over  him,  which  he 
did  not  fail  to  improve  to  the  utmost.     ^ 

A  contest  of  ingenuity  ensued  between  Cap- 
tain Smith  and. Powhatan,  reminding  us  of  the 
efforts  of  two  skilful  borers,  to  find  an  opening  to 
plant  the  first  blow.  The  savage  chieftain  was 
very  anxious  that  the  English  should  lay  aside 
their  arms,  of  which  he  and  bi^  people  had  a  most 
wholesome  terror;  and  he  made  use  of  arguments 
of  the  following  tenor.  "Captain  Smith,"  said 
he,  "I  am  a  very  old  man,  having  seen  the 
death  of  three  of  the  generations  of  my  people, 
and  know  well  the  difference  between  peace  and 
war.  I  must  soon  die,  and  my  brothers  must 
succeed  me.  I  wish  to  live  quietly  with  you, 
and  I  wish  the  same  for  them.  But  the  rumors, 
which  have  reached  us,  disturb  us,  and  alarm  my 
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people  so  that  they  dare  not  visit  you.  What 
advantage  will  it  be  to  you  to  destroy  us,  who 
supply  you  with  food?  What  can  you  gain  by 
war,  if  we  escape  to  the  woods  and  hide  pur  pro- 
visions there  ?  Why  are  you  so  suspicious  of  us  ? 
You  see  we  are  unarmed,  and  are  ready  to  sup- 
ply your  wants.  Do  you  thmk  I  am  so  simple 
as  not  to  prefer  eating  good  meat,  sleeping  qui- 
etly with  my  wives  and  children,  laughing  and 
making  merry  with  you^  having  copper,  hatchets, 
and  every  thing  else,  as  your  friend,  to  flying 
from  you,  as  your  enemy,  lying  cold  in  the  woods, 
livmg  upon  acorns,  roots,  and  such  trash,  being 
so  hunted  by  you  that  we  can  neither  rest,  eat, 
nor  sleep  in  peace,  but  if  a  twig  break,  my  men 
will  cry  out,  *  Here  comes  Captain  Smith '  ?  In 
this  miserable  manner,  I  must  come  to  a  roiisera- 
ble  end,  and  you  likewise,  sooner  or  later.  Be 
assured  of  our  friendship  then,  and  we  will  readily 
and  abundantly  supply  you  with  com.  Lay  aside 
your  guns  and  swords,  and  do  not  come  armed  as 
into  an  enemy's  coontry." 

To  these  sentimental  speeches  Captsun  Smith 
replied  after  the  following  fashion.  "  As  you 
will  not  understand  our  words,  we  must  make 
our  deeds  speak  for  us.  We  have  scrupulously 
adhered  to  the  terms  of  the  treaty  of  peace  con- 
cluded between  us,  which  your  men  have  con- 
stantly violated ;  and,  though  we  have  had  ample 

Dd 
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oppGfftniiiues  far  svenging  oimclfcsy  we  bave 
gefaincd  out  of  oar  regard  to  joo.  And  joa 
kiKYw  enough  of  us  to  know,  that,  if  we  had  in- 
tended JOO  anj  injiiij,  we  oooU  hog  ago  have 
wcceeJed  in  doing  it.  It  is  oar  costom  to  wear 
anns  in  the  «une  manner  as  dothes,  and  we  can 
bjr  no  means  part  with  them.  Yoor  peojde 
come  fiequratlj  to  Jamestown  with  bows  and 
anows,  and  are  entertained  without  suspidoo  or 
remark.  As  to  jour  flying  into  the  woods  and 
hiding  your  provinoos  out  of  our  reacb^  70a 
need  not  think  that  will  trouble  us.  We  have 
a  wzj  of  discovering  hidden  things,  unknown  to 
you." 

Many  other  discourses^  of  the  same  tenor, 
passed  between  them.  Powhatan,  seeing  that 
bis  wishes  were  not  received  as  law  by  the  En- 
glish, and  that  they  would  not  lay  -aside  their 
amis  or  omit  any  of  their  usual  precautioDS,  gave 
utterance  to  these  sentiments,  with  a  heavy  sigh. 
^'Captain  Smith,  I  have  nev^r  treated  any  chief 
with  so  much  kindness  as  I  have  you ;  but  I  have 
never  in  return  received  any  at  your  hands. 
Captain  Newport  gave  me  swords,  copper,  clothes, 
and  every  thing  else  I  desired,  taking,  in  ex- 
change, whatever  I  offered  him.  He  would  at 
any  time  send  away  his  guns  at  my  request 
No  one  refuses  to  gratify  my  wishes,  but  you. 
You  will  give  me  nothing,  to  whksb  you  attach 
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any  value  j  -and  yet  you  insist  upon  having  every 
tbing  from  me,  which  you  desire.  You  call  Cap- 
tain Newport  father,  and  so  you  do  me ;  but  I 
see,  in  spite  of  us  both,  you  wilLhave  yoor  own 
tvay,  and  we  must  study  to  please  you.  If  your 
intentions  are  as  friendly  as  you  profess  them 
to  be,  send  away  your  arms,  and  I  will  believe 
you." 

Captain  Smith,  seeing  that  Powhatan  was  mere- 
ly wasting  the  time  in  idle  speeches,  in  order  to 
gain  an  opportunity  to  attack  them,  and  put  them 
tp  death,  resolved  to  strike  a  decisive  blow.     He 

r 

gave  directions  to  the  Indians  to  break  a  passage 
through  the  ice,  that  his  boat  might  come  to  the 
shore,  and  ordered  some  more  of  his  men  to  land, 
to  aid  him  in  surprising  Powhatan.  In  order  to 
keep  him  free  from  suspicion,  till  the  proper  hour 
came,  he  entertained  him  y^ith  ''much  specious 
and  fallacious  discourse,"  "^  telling  him,  that  he  was 
his  friend  and  not  his  subject,  and  promismg  the 
next  day  to  give  up  his  arms,  and  to  show  him, 
that  he  honored  him  as  a  father,  by  trusting  im- 
plicitly to  his  words.  The  wily  chieftain,  when 
he  heard  that  they  were  breaking  a  passage 
through  the  ice,  suspected  that  all  ivas  not  right, 
and  suddenly  fled  with  his  women,  children,  and 
luggage.     To  avdd  suspicion,  he  left  two  or  three 

*  Stith,  p.  88. 


vnxBSK  n  :nlk  wrci  Captaia  Smidi,  while  be  se- 
3ecy  3Bue  jis  escue :  and  Id  the  mean  time  his 
marrws  3esec  rie  ^oase*  in  which  they  were  con- 
^pK?m:r.  ^H^iea  nis  w^  tcM  to  Captain  Smith, 
j«  X1CI7  Sbluat  ouc  aRaed  with  swocd,  pistol^ 
juti  'ju-^tec  wci  wirortu  as  we aie  toM,  *' he  made 
sai:^  a  iSBBi^ie  aou^  these  naked  devik,  that, 
«  ii:s  icsc  sxi:c  t^er  nest  him  tumbled  one  over 
jDccns-.  0if  rie  ?Kt  ^jLacklr  fled,  some^e  waj, 
seuw  joccitir.^  He  readied  the  main  body  of 
ois  men  w'jfiout  acr  arVirr. 

T!itf  lianas;.  »ctu  that  he  had  escaped  un- 
^anwd  jmi  w«  ^jaided  br  csghteen  lesdute,  well 
srne^  asm.  ecc«5tToced  to  pat  a  &ir  construcUoa 
itpca  :htfir  mwctiiTocal  doin^ ;  and  Powhatan, 
ft>  ^3.v.*use  b:^  f  ^  and  die  sudden  gathering  of 
bi^  w-jfrocs.  senc  an  *  anoent  oiator,"  who,  like 
cxre  cvrvlised  dl^-^cciansts,  sought  to  gain  a  favor- 
abiie  >eafk^  bj  a  present  of  a  great  Inracelet  and 
a  cbala  of  pi»ik^  and  addressed  Captain  Smith, 
as  tcilows ;  "^  Captain  Smith,  our  king  is  fled,  fear- 
icu:  your  guoss  and  knowing,  that,  when  die  ice 
was  broken,  more  men  would  come.  He  sent  the 
waniois,  whom  you  assaulted,  to  guard  your  com, 
which  might  be  stolen  without  your  knowledge. 
Though  some  have  been  injured  in  consequence 
of  your  mistake,  Powhatan  is  stiU  your  friend, 
and  will  ever  continue  so.  Now,  since  the  ice 
is  broken,  he  would  have  you  send  away  your 
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com ;  and,  if  you  would  have  his  company,  your 
guns  also,  which  so  affiright  his  people,  that  they 
dare  not  come  tO'  you,  as  he  has  promised  they 
should.'^  The  com  referred  to  in  the  Indian  am- 
bassador's speech  consisted  of  a  quantity  amount- 
ing to  eighty  bushels,  which  had  been  purchased 
of  Powhatan  for  a  copper  kettle. 

The  English  were  immediately  oppressed  with 
attentions.  Baskets  were  pit>vided  for  them  to 
carry  the  com  to  the  boat,  and  the  Indians  kind- 
ly ofiered  their  services  to  guard  their  arms,  that 
none  mi^t  steal  them.  This  favor  was,  with 
suitable  acknowledgments,  d<3clined.  To  show  the 
dread  which  they  had  of  fire-arms,  we  are  told, 
that  "a  grieat  many  they  were  of  goodly,  well 
proportioned  fellows,  as  grim  as  devils;  yet  the 
very  sight  of  cocking  our  matches  and  being  to 
let  fly,  a  few  words  caused  them  to  leave  their 
bo\fs  and  arrows  to  our  guard,  and  bear  down 
our  com  upon  their  backs ;  we  needed  not  im- 
portune them  to  make  despatch."  Tlie  English 
were  under  the  necessity  of  waiting  for  the  next 
tide  before  they  could  depart,  and  the  day  was 
spent  in  feasting  and  merry  sports. 

Powhatan,  who  burned  to  get  possession  of 
Smith's  head,  had  prepared  his  forces  to  make 
an  attack  upon  the  English  at  night,  which  would 
probably  have  been  fatal  to  them  all,  had  they  not 
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been  warned  of  it  by  Pocahontas,  on  this,  as  on  all 
oocasionSy  the  guardian  ang^l  of  the  whites.  It  is 
better  to  relate  the  incident  in  the  unvarnisbed 
language  of  the  original  narrative,  than  to  orna- 
ment it  with  any  rhetorical  embellishments  of  my 
own.  After  mentioning  that  a  plot  had  been 
formed  by  Powhatan,  it  states  that,  '^  Notwith- 
standing, the  eternal,  all-seeing  God  did  preTent 
him,  and  by  a  strange  means.  For  Pocahontas, 
bis  dearest  jewel  and  daughter,  in  that  dark  night, 
came  through  the  irksome  woods,  and  told  our 
Captain  great  cheer  should  be  sent  us  by  and  by ; 
but  Powhatan,  and  all  t^e  power  he  could  make, 
would  after  come  kill  us  all,  if  they  that  brought 
it  could  not  kill  us  with  our  own  weapons,  when 
we  were  at  supper.  Therefore,  if  we  would  live, 
she  wished  us  presently  to  be  gone.  Such  things 
as  she  delighted  in  he  would  have  given  her ;  but, 
with  the  tears  running  down  her  cheeks,  she  said 
she  durst  not  to  be  seen  to  have  any ;  for,  if  Powha- 
tan should  kno\^  it,  she  were  but  dead  ;  and  so  she 
ran  away  by  herself,  as  she  came."  This  simple 
and  beautiful  picture  of  disinterested  attachment 
and  heroic  self-forgetfuloess  needs  not  the  "for 
eign  aid  of  ornament "  to  recommend  it  to  the 
heart,  which  has  a  throb  left  for  genejrous  deeds 
and  noble  qualities. 

Pocahontas  had  been  gone  less  than  an  hour, 
when  there  came  eight  or  ten  stout  fellows,  with 
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targe  platters  of  venison  and  other  articles  of  food, 
who  invited  them  to  sit  down  and  eat,  and  were 
very  importunate  for  them  to  put  out  their  matches, 
the  smoke  of  which,  as  they  said,  made  them  sick. 
But  Captain  Smith  made  them  taste  of  every,  dish 
(probably  to  ascertain  whether  it  was  poison- 
ed or  not),  and  sent  some  of  them  back  to  Pow- 
hatan, bidding  him  make  haste  for  he  was  ready 
to  receive  him,  telling  him  that  he  knew  upon 
what  deadly  errand  his  first  messengers  were 
sent,  but  that  he  could  guard  against  that  as  well  as 
all  his  other  intended  villanies.  Messengers  came 
from  Powhatan  from  time  to  time,  to  learn  the  po- 
sition of  things ;  but  the  English  passed  the  night 
in  such  watchful  preparation,  that  no  blow  was 
struck.  They  departed  at  high  water,  and  left 
behind  them  the  Germans,  whose  good  faith  was 
entirely  unsuspected,  and  (what  seems  a  little 
strange,  after  these  events)  one  of  their  own  num- 
ber, Edward  Brynton  by  name,  to  kill  birds  for 
Powhatan. 

The  conduct  of  Captain  Smith  in  attempting 
to  seize  the  person  of  Powhatan  cannot  be  jus- 
tified, and  Do  one  can  feel  sorry  that  he  did 
not  succeeds  The  principle  of  gratitude  should 
alone  have  prevented  him  from  dealing  so  treach- 
erously with  a  man  who  had  spared  his  life,  when 
he  had  him  in  his  power.  His  only  excuse  is  to 
be  found  in  the  strong  necessity  of  the  case,  of 
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CELkPTER  X. 

SmiiVs  Ailoeutmts  wUh  Optdumca- 
momgk^  Ckief  of  Pmmmmkey.—HU  Betumto 


No  sooner  bad  the  English  set  sail,  than  Pow^ 
hatan  sent  two  of  the  Germans  to  Jamestown. 
These    imposed  upon    Captam   Wynne   with  a 
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plausible  story,  that  every  thing  was  going  on  well, 
and  that  Captain  Smith  bad  need  of  some  weap- 
ons, ammunition,  and  ^clothing,  all  of  which  were 
unsuspectingly  delivered  to  them.  While  tbey 
were  there,  by  their  artful  speeches  and  by  work- 
ing upon  the  hopes  of  the  selfish  and  the  fears  of 
the  timid,  they  prevailed  upon  six  or  seven  to 
leave  the  colony  and  join  them  with  PowhataD. 

These  apostates,  among  their  other  accomplisb- 
ments,  had  a  peculiar  dexterity  in  stealing,  which 
tbey  ejkettM  so  successfully,  that  tbey  filched 
finom  the  colonists  a  great  number  of  swords,  juke- 
heads,  and.  muskets,  with  large  quantities  of  pow- 
der and  shot.  There  were  always  Indians  prowl- 
ing around  in  the  neighborhood  to  cany  them  off. 
By  these  nieaos,  and  by  the  labors  of  one  of  the 
Germans,  who  had  remained  behind  and  who 
seems  to  have  been  a  blacksmith,  the  armory  of 
Powhatan  was  very  materially  increased. 

Captain  Smith  and  his  party  in  the  mean  while 
had  arrived  at  Pamunkey,  the  seat  of  Opecban- 
canough,  the  brother  of  Powhatan,  who  received 
them  kindly  and  entertsuned  them  many  days  in 
his  most  hospitable  styJe.  A  day  was  appoint- 
ed for  traffic,  upon  which  Captain  Smith  with 
fifteen  others  went  up  to  the  village  where  the 
chief  resided,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the 
riven  They  found  no  human  being  there,  except 
a  lame   man   and   a  boy,  and  the  houses  were 
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abandoned  and  stripped  of  every  thing.  Soon, 
however,  the  chief  arrived  with  many  warriors, 
armed  with  bows  and  arrows ;  but  their  commod- 
ities were  so  trifling  and  offered  at  so  exorbi- 
tant a  price,  that  Captain  Smith  remonstrated 
with  him  in  the  following  manner;  ^'Opechan- 
canough,  you  profess,  with  your  words,  great  love 
to  roe,  but  your  actions  are  inconsistent  with  your 
professions.  Last  year,  you  kindly  freighted  our 
ship,  but  now  you  have  invited  us  here  that  you 
might  see  us  starve  with  hunger.  You  know  my 
wants  and  I  know  your  plenty,  of  which  I  will, 
by  some  means,  have  a  share.  Remember  diat 
it  becomes  kings  to  keep  their  promises.  I  offer 
you  my  goods ;  you  may  take  your  choice,  and 
the  rest  I  will  apportion  justly  among  your  peo-- 
pie."  The  chieftain  accepted  his  offer  seem-* 
ingly  with  «  good  grace,  persuaded,  probably, 
more  by  the  muskets,  than  by  the  intrinsic  force 
of  the  suggestions  themselves.  He  sold  them  what 
they  wanted,  at  their  own  prices,  prombing  the 
next  day  to  meet  them  with  more  people  and 
more  conunodities. 

On  the  next  day,  Captain  Smith  and  hk  party 
marched  up  to  his  house,  where  they  found  four 
or  five  Indians  newly  arrived,  each  furnished  with 
a  great  basket.  The  chief  himself  soon  after  ar- 
rived, and  with  a  "  strained  cheerfulness  "  magni- 
fied the  pains  he  had  been  at  in  keeping  his  prom* 
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]s6.  While  they  were  discoursing,  Mr.  Russell^ 
one  of  the  party  came  suddenly  in  and  with  a 
face  of  alarm,  told  Captain  Smith  that  they  were 
all '  lost,  for  seven  hundred  armed  men  had  envi- 
roned the  hoase  and  Were  swarming  round  about 
in  the  fields. 

Captain  Smith,  seeing  dismay  painted  in  the 
countenances  of  his  followers  at  these  tidings,  ad- 
dressed to  them  a  few  words  of  encouragement. 
He  told  them  that  he  felt  far  less  concern  at  the 
number  of  the  enemy  than  for  the  malicious  mis- 
representations, which  the  council  would  make  in 
Engknd,  of  his  readiness  to  break  the  peace  and 
expose  their  lives ;  that  they  had  nothing  to  fear, 
for  that  he  alone  had  been  once  assaulted  by  three 
hundred,  and  but  few:  an  accident,  would  have 
mad&  good  his  way  through  them ;  that  they  were 
sixteen  in  number,  and  the  Indiai^  not  mora  than 
seven  hundred,  and  that  the  very  smoke  of  their 
pieces  would  be  enough  to  disperse  them.  At 
any  rate,  he  exhorted  them  to  fight  like  men,  and 
not  tamely  die  like  sheep ;  and  if  they  would  res* 
olutely  follow  his  example,  he  doubted  not  that  he 
should  be  able,  with  the  blessing  of  God,  to  ex- 
tricate them  from  their  present  perilous  situation. 

They ^11  resolutely  promised  to  second  him  in 
^whatever  he  attempted,  though  it  should  cost 
them  their  lives.  Whereupon  he  addressed  Ope- 
chancanough  to  the  following  effect ;  "  I  see  that 
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joa  btw  entered  into  a  plot  to  mmder  me,  but  I 
baTe  DO  fears  as  to  the  result.  Let  us  decade 
the  matter  by  angle  combat.  The  island  in  the 
river  ii  a  fit  place,  and  yoo  may  hare  any  wea- 
pons yoQ  please.  Let  your  men  bring  each  a 
basket  of  com  and  I  will  stake  their  value  in  cop- 
per, and  the  conqueror  shall  have  all  and  be  ruler 
over  all  our  men." 

This  proposal  was  declined  by  ^he  chief,  who 
had  no  chivalrous  notions  of  haoxXy  and  could  not 
conceive  of  any  one's  voluntarily  giving  up  any 
advantage,  which  he  could  gain  by  treachery  or 
other  means  over  an  enemy.  He  artfully  endea- 
vored to  quiet  Smith's  suspicions,  and  invited 
him  outside  of  the  door  to  receive  a  present, 
where  he  bad  stationed  two  hundred  men,  with 
their  arrow**  on  the  string,  ready  to  shoot  at  him 
the  moment  he  appeared.  Captain  Smith,  who 
had  discovered,  or  at  least  strcHigly  suspected  his 
perfidious  purpose,  no  longer  restrained  his  indig- 
nation, but  seizing  him  by  his  long  lock  of  hair, 
and  clapping  his  pistol  to  his  breast,  led  him  out 
trembling  into  the  midst  oi  his  people..  They 
were  petrified  with  horror,  that  any  one  should 
dare  to  lay  violent  han4s  on  the  saci^d  person 
of  their  chief,  and  were  amazingly  frightened  be- 
sides.    He  readily  gave  up  his  vambrace,*  how, 

*Vambrace,   armor  for   the   arm.    Jhard-lraSf    Yt. 
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aod  arrows  in  token  of  submiaaioii,  and  his  sub* 
jeds  followed  his  example* 

Captain  Smith,  still  jretaining  his  grasp  upon 
him,  addressed  his  subject  as  follows;  ^'I  per- 
ceive, ye  PamunkeySy  the  desire  you  have  to  kill 
me,  and  that  my  longsufEering  has  brought  you 
to  this  [Mtch  pf  inscdence*  The  reason  I  have  for- 
borne to  punish  you  is  the  promise  which  I  ibr- 
merlj  made  to  you,  that  I  would  be  your  friend 
till  you  gave  me  just  cause  to  be  your  enemy. 
If  I  keep  thb  vow,  m^  God  will  keep  me  and 
you  cannot  hurt  me ;  but  if  I  break  it,  he  will  de- 
stroy me.  But  if  you  now  shoot  one  arrow  to 
shed  a  drop  of  blood,  or  steal  any  of  these  beads, 
or  of  this  copper,  I  will  take  such  a  revenge,  as 
that  you  shall  not  hear  the  last  of  me  while  there 
is  a  Pamunkey  alive  who  will  not  deny  the  name. 
I  am  not  now  half-drowned  in  the  mire  of  a 
swamp,  as  I  was  when  you  took  me  prisoner. 
If  I  be  the  mark  you  aim  at,  shoot,  if  you  dare. 
You  promised  to  load  my  iressel  with  com,  and 
if  you  do  not,  I  will  load  her  with  your  carcasses. 
But,  if  you  will  trade  with  me  like  friends,  I  once 
more  promise  that  I  will  not  trouble  you,  unless 
you  provoke  me,  and  your  chief  shall  be  my 
friend,  and  go  free ;  for  I  did  not  come  to  hurt  him 
or  any  of  you." 

This  speech  had  an  eiSE^ct  like  magic.  The 
savages  threw  down  their  bows  uid  arrows,  and 

Eb 
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tbfooged  toaiid  Captam  Smitli  with  theSr  can 
iDoditieSy  in  such  nambers,  far  the  space  of  tno 
or  three  hours,  that  he  became  absohitdj  wearj 
of  recei^g  them.  He  accordiogly  retired,  and, 
overcome  with  his  toils  aod  excitements,  fell 
asleep.  The  Indians  seeing  him  in  this  coodi- 
tion,  and  his  guard  rather  carelessly  dispersed, 
went  into  the  bouse  in  great  numbers  armed  ¥rith 
clubs  or  English  swords,  and  with  intenticms  by  no 
means  friendly.  The  noise  they  made  aroused 
him  from  his  slumbers,  which  we  may  suppose 
were  not  very  deep ;  and,  though  surprised  and 
confused  at  seeing  so  many  grim  forms  around 
him,  he  seized  his  sword  and  target,  and,  being 
seconded  by  some  of  his  countrymen,  drov^  out 
the  intruders  more  rapidly  than  tfaey  came  *!i. 
Opechancanough  made  a  long  speech  to  excuse 
the  rude  conduct  of  bis  subjects.  The  rest  of  the 
day  was  spent  in  kindness  and  good-will,  the 
Indians  renewing  their  presents  -and  feasting  the 
English  with  their  best  provisi(»is. 

Captain  Smith  here  received  the  news  of  a 
most  melancholy  accident  which  took  place  at 
Jamestown  during  his  absence.  Mr.  Scrivener 
had  received  some  letters  from  England,  which 
gave  him  extravagant  notions  of  his  own  impor- 
tance, and  made  him  feel  very  coldly  towards 
Captain  Smith,  who  still  regarded  him  with  the 
affection  of  a  brother.     He  took  it  into  his  bead 
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to  visit  an  island  in  the  vicinity  of  Jamestown, 
called  Hog  Island,  on  a  very  cold  and  stormy 
day,  when  it  seemed  little  short  of  madness  to 
tempt  the  angry  elements.  Notwithstanding  the 
most  earnest  remonstrances  he  persisted  in  going, 
and  persuaded  Captain  Waldo  with  nine  others 
to  accompany  him.  The  skiff  would  have  hard- 
ly floated  with  so  large  a  freight,  in  calm  weather; 
^but,  as  it  was,  she  sunk  immediately,  and  all  who 
were  in  her  were  drowned.  Their  dead  bodies 
were  found  by  the  Indians,  which  encouraged 
them  in  their  projected  enterprises  against  the 
colony. 

No  one,  for  some  time,  would  undertake  to  in- 
form Captain  Smith  of  this  heavy  news,  till  final- 
ly Mr.  Richard  Wiffin  volunteered.  His  jour- 
ney was  full  of  dangers  and  difficulties.  He 
at  first  went  to  Werowocomoco,  where  he  found 
that  all  were  engaged  in  warlike  preparations, 
which^  boded  no  good  to  his  countrymen.  He 
seems  to  have  narrowly  escaped  with  his  life 
h^re  ;  for  we  are  told,  that  "  Pocahontas  hid  him 
for  a  time,  and  sent  them  who  pursued  him  the 
clean  cpntrary  way  to  seek  him."  He  finally 
reached  Captain  Smith  after  travelling  three  days, 
and  communicated  his  sad  message  to  him ;  who 
charged  him  to  keep  it  a  secret  firom  his  fol- 
lowers, and,  dissembling  his  grief  as  much  as  he 
could,  at  night-fall  he  went  on  board  the  boat, 
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leaviDg  Opecbancaaottgb  at  liberty  and  unmolest- 
ed aooording  to  his  prombe. 

Captain  Scnitb  cbeiished  a  hope,  that  he  might 
be  able,  on  his  return,  to  entrap  Powhatan,  an 
intention  which  he  had  never  abandoned.  Pow- 
hatan, on  his  part,  bad  conomanded  bis  subjects, 
on  pain  of  death,  to  lull  Captain  Smith  hy  some- 
means  or  other.  The  consequence  was,  that  on 
their  second  meeting,  as  at  their  first,  both  parties 
were  on  their  guaitl;  and,  though  many  strata- 
gems were  practised  on  both  sides,  nothing  deci- 
sive took  place.  'Such  a  terror  was  Captain 
Smith  to  the  Indians,  that  not  even  the  com- 
mands of  Powhatan  could  indqoe  them  to  attack 
him  in  battle,  notwithstanding  their  immense  su- 
periority in  numbers ;  and  they  were  ready  to 
propitiate  him  by  loads  of  provision,  if  they  had 
any  reasons  to  suspect  hostile  intentions  on  his 
part  towards  them.  We  are  told,  however,  that 
they  attempted  to  take  his  life  by  poison,  a  mode 
more  characteristic  of  civilisied  malice,  than  of 
savage  hatred*  The  particulars  are  not  related ; 
it  is  said  that  Captain  Smith,  Mr.  West,  and 
others  were  taken  sick,  and  thus  threw  off  from 
the  stomach  some  poisonous  substance  which 
would  have  .been  fatal,  bad-it  been  left  to  its  nat- 
ural operation.^  It  was  probably  not  prepared 
with  great  skill  by  these  untutored  chemists.  No 
other  notice  was  taken  of  the  outrage,  except  diat 
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the  Indian  who  brought  the  poisoned  articks  wa^ 
soundly  beaten  by  Captain  Smith's  own  hand, 
which,  we  have  every  reason  to.  believe,  was  a 
v^ry  heavy  one.  He  finally  retoroed  to  James- 
town after  an  enterprise  fiill  of  perils  and  difficulty, 
bfinging  with  him  two  hundi'ed  pounds  of  deer 
.suet,  and  four  hundred  and  seventy-nine  bui^b 
of  OQFn.  ♦  • 


CHAPTER  XL 


2Voii6Ze*  mth  the  iidiam. — Scarcity  of  Pro* 
visions,  •—  Mutinoiu  and  Treucherous  Dispon* 
Hon  of  Some  of  the  Colonists*  —  Arrival  of 
Captain  Argall. 

Captain  SHrrH,  on  his  arrival,  found  as  usual 
that  nothing  had  been  done  during  his  absence* . 
Their  provisions  had  been  much  injured  by  the 
rain,  and  many  of  their  tools  and  weapons  had 
been  stolen  by  or  secretly  conveyed  to  the  In- 
dians. The  stock  of  food  which  remained,  in- 
creased by  that  which  had  been  procured  from 
the  Indians,"  was,  however,  found  on  compu- 
tation to  be  sufficient  to  last  them  a  yeaar ;  and 
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consequently  their  .apprebenskmi  of  starving  vrere 
for  the  present  laid  aside.  They  were  divided 
into  companies  of  ten  or.fifteeny  as  occasion  le- 
quiredy  and  six  hours  of  each  day  were  spent  in 
labor  and  the  rest  in  amusement  and  exhilarating 
exercises. 

The  majority  of  them,  unaccustomed  to  dis- 
cipline or  regular  employment,  showed  symp- 
toms of  stubborn  resistance  to  his  authority,  which 
provoked  him  to  reprove  them  in  sharp  terms. 
He  told  them,  that  their  recent  sufferings  ought 
to  have  worked  a  change  in  their  conduct,  and 
that  they  must  not  think  that  either  his  labors 
or  the  purses  of  the  adventurers  would  for  ever 
maintain  them  in  idleness.  He  did  not  mean 
that  his  reproaches  should  apply  to  all,  for  many 
deserved  more  honor  and  reward  thaa  they 
could  ever  receive ;  but  the  majority  of  them 
must  be  more  industrious  or  starve.  That  it 
was  not  reasonable  that  the  labors  of  thirty  or 
forty  honest  and  industrious  men  should  be  de- 
voted to  the  support  of  a  hundred  and  fifty  idle 
loiterers,  and  that,  therefore,  whoever  would  not 
work  roust  not  eat.  That  they  had  often  been 
screened  in  their  disobedience  to  his  commands 
by  the  authority  of  the  council;  but  that  now 
the  power,  in  effect,  rested  wholly  m  him.  That 
they  were  mistaken  in  their  opinion, '  that  his 
authority  was  but  a  shadow,  and  that  he  could 
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oot  touch  the  Utcs  of  any  without  peril  of  his 
own.  That  the  letters  patent  would  show  them 
the  contrary,  which  he  wouM  have  read  to  them 
every  week,  and  that  they  might  be  assured  that 
every  one,  who  deserved  punishment,  should  re- 
ceive it. 

He  also  made  a  register,  in  which  he  recorded 
their  merits  and  demerits,  ^'  to  encourage  the 
good,  and  with  shame  to  spur  on  the  rest  to 
amendment ; ''  a  simple  device,  one  would  think, 
for  thbse  who  had  long  left  school,  but  which, 
owing  probably  tQ  the  President's  great  personal 
influence,  proved  of  considerable  efficacy.  They 
missed  from  time  to  time  powder,  shot,  arms, 
and  tools,  without  knowing  what  had  become  of 
them,  but  found  afterwards  that  they  were  se-> 
-cretly  conveyed  to  the  Germans,  who  were  with 
Powhatap,  by  their  countrymen  and  confederates 
at  Jamestown.  Four  or  five  of  these  latter, 
aeeording  to  a  previous  agreement,  had  deserted 
from  Jamestown,  a  short  time  before,  to  join  the 
former  ;  but,  meeting  in  the  woods  some  of  Cap- 
tain  Smith's  party  on  their  return,  to  avoid  sus- 
picion they  came  back.  Their  countrymen  sent 
one  of  their  number,  disguised  as  an  Indian,  to 
learn  the  reason  of  their  delay*.  He  came  as  far 
as  the .  glass-house,  which  was  about  a  mile  from 
Jamestown,  and  -was  the  scene  of  all  their  plots 
and  machinations,  and  their  common  place  of 
rendezvous. 
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At  the  same  time  and  near  the  sane  place, 
fivtjr  Indians  were  Ijing  in  ambnrii  for  Caplaia 
Smith.      He  was  immediately  inlbnDed  €jt  the 
German's  arriral  (how  or  fay  whom  we  are  aot 
told),  and,  taking  twenty  men,  raaicbed.to  the 
glass-bouse  to  upprehend  him ;  hut  he  had  gone 
away  before  they  eame.    He  deqwtched  his  Ibl- 
loweis  to  intercept  hm,  and  letnmed  akne  to 
Jamestown,  armed  only  with  a  swoid,  not  sus- 
pecting any  danger.     In  the  woods  he  met  the 
chief  of  the  Pashiphays,  a  neighboiing  tribe  of 
Indians,  a  tall  and  strong  man,  who  at  first  at- 
tempted by  artful  persoasion  to  bring  Captain 
Smith  within  reach  of  the  ambuscade.    Failing, 
however,  in  tins,  he  attempted  to  shoot  lum  with 
his  bow,  which   Smith  prevented   by   suddenly 
grappling  with  hkn.    Neither  was  able  to  maka 
use  of  Imb  weapons,  but  the  Indian  drew  his  ad- 
versary by  main  strength   into  the  river,  in  the 
hope  of  drowning  him.     There  they  struggled  for 
a  long  time,  till  Captain  Smith  seazed  hb  antago- 
nist's throat  with  soch  a  grasp  us  nearly  strangled 
him.     This  momentary  advantage  enabled  him  to 
draw  hia  sword,  at  which  his  foe  no  longer  re- 
ebted,  but  begged  l^is  life  with  piteous  entreaties. 
Captain  Smith   led  him  prisoner  lo  Jamestown 
and  put  him  in  chains. 

The  German  meanwhile  had  been  taken ;  and, 
though  he  attempted  to  account  for  fab  conduct, 
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his  treachery  was  suspected  and  finally  confirmed 

by  the  confession  of  the  captive  chief,  who  was 

kept   in  custody,   and    offered   to   Powhatan  in 

exchange   for  the   Pithless    Germans  whom   he 

had   with   him.      Many    messengers   were   sent, 

but  the  Germans  would  not  come  of  their  own 

accord,   neither    would    Powhatan    force    them. 

While  these  negotiati<»)s  were  going  on,  t^e  chief 

himself  escaped  through  the  negligence  of  his 

guards,   though   he   was  in  irons.     An   attempt 

was   made   to  retake    bim,   but  without    effect. 

Captain  3mith  made  prisoners  of  two  hidians,  by 

name  Kemps  and  Tussore,  who  are  described  as 

being  '^  the   two  most  exact   villains  in  all  .the 

country."     He  himself  went  with  an  expedition 

to  punish  the  tribe. of  Pashiphays  for  their  past 

injuries  and   deter  them   from   any  future   ones, 

in  which  he  slew  several  of  them,  burned  their 

houses,  took  their  canoes  and  fishing-weirs,  and 

fixed  some  of  the  latter  at  Jamestown. 

As  he  was  proceeding  to  Chickahominy,  he 
was  assaulted  by  some  of  their  tribe ;  but,  as 
soon  as  they  saw  who  he  was,  they  threw  down 
their  arms  and  sued  for  peace,  a  young  man, 
named  Okaning,  thus  addressing  him ;  '<  Captain 
Smith,  the  chief,,  my  master,  b  here  among  us, 
and  he  attacked  you,,  mistaking  you  for  Captain 
Wynne,,  who  has  pursued  us  in  war.  If  he  has 
offended  you  in  escitping  imprisonment,  remember 
VOL.  u.  21 
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tiMl  MffiB  trnm,  iIm  bMs  fly,  ind  the  yfoj  1 
strive  to  escape  the  saare  aod  the  fine ;  Uame  not 
him,  tberelbte,  who  »  a  man.  He  would  ask  yoo 
to  recollect  what  pains  he  look,  when  yon  were 
ft  prisoner,  to  save  yoor  life.  If  he  has  iojured 
yott  since,  yon  have  taken  am|^  vengeance  and 
greatly  to  our  cost.  We  know  that  your  purpose 
is  to  destroy  as ;  hot  we  are  here  to  derire  yoor 
inendship,  and  to  aric  fou  to  pemh  us  to  enjoy 
our  houses  and  plant  our  fields.  You  shall  share 
in  tbeir'fruit ;  bat  if  you  driveus  oSy  you  will  he 
the  greatest  losers  by  our  absence.  For  we  ctti 
plant  anywhere,  though  it  may  cdst  us  more 
labor ;  but  we  know  you  cannot  live,  unless  you 
have  our  harvests  to  supply  your  wants.  If  you 
will  promise  us  peace,  we  v^ill  trust  'you ;  if  not, 
we  will  abandon  the  country.*' 

This  **  worthy  discourse,'*  as  it  is  justly  called 
by  the  writer  of  the  narrative,  had  its  de^red 
effect.  Captain  Smith  made  peace  with  them 
on  condition  that  they  would  sjupply  him  with 
provisions.  This  good  understanding  continued 
so  long  as  Captain  Smith  remuned  in  the  coun- 

When  Smith  returned  to  J^estown^  complunl 
was  made  to  him,  that  the  people  -of  Chicka- 
hominy,  who  had  always  seemed  honest  and 
friendly,  had  been  guDty  of  frequent  thefts.  'A 
pistol,   among  other  things^ 'had    been   recendj 
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Stolen  aiid  the  thief  escaped ;  bat  hn  two  broth- 
ers, who  were  known  to  be  his  coafademtes,  were 
apprehended.  Accordbg  to  the  Presdent's  usual 
summary  mode  of  proceeding  in  such  cases,  one 
of  these  was  sent  home  with  a  flaessage,  that  if 
the  pbtol  were  not  forthcoming  in  twebre  Jiouriy 
the  other  (who  meanwhile  was  imprisoned)  should 
be  hnng.  The  messenger  came  back  befix*  inid- 
Dight  with  the  pistol,  but  a  sad  spectacle  swaitad 
him.  CaptjEun  Smith,  pitying  the  poor  naked 
Indian  who  was  shivering  in  his  dark,  cold  dun^ 
geon,  had  sent  him  some  £x>d  nod  dmood  ito 
make  a  fire -with.  The  simple  saicage,  knowing 
nothbg  of  the  mysteries  -<>{  carbonic  acid  ^gas,^ 
soon  fainted  away  under  its  deleterious  influenoe, 
and  was  ^brought  out  to  all  appearance  dead.  His 
brother,  seeing  lus  confident  hopes  so  finielly  dis- 
appointed, broke  out  into  the  most  passionate 
lamentations,  and  Captain  Smith,  to  {laeify  him, 
told^  him  that  he  would  restore  him  to  life.  By 
the  applicaition  of  brandy  and  vinegar,  he  ^as 
restored  to  consciou^ess ;  but  his  Acuities  re- 
mained in  such  a  state  of  confusion  and  disoffdef , 
as  alarmed  his  brother  hardly  leas  tliaA  his  seem- 
ing death.  But  a  night's  sound  sleep  restored 
him  to  his  senses,  and  they  were  both,  presented 


•  The  English  writer  was  not  much  wiser*,  he  says 
the  Indian  was  smothered  with  the  smoke. 
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witb-  a  piece  of  copper  and  sent  home.  From 
this  drcumstance,  a  report  was  spread  far  and 
wide,  anooDg  the  Indians,  that  Captain  Smith  was 
able  to  restore  the  dead  to  life.  , 

Another  incident  took  place  about  this  time, 
which  increased  the  awe  in  which  the  English 
were  held.  An  ^'  ingenuous  savage  "  at  Wero- 
wooomoco  had  hj  some  meatafs  obtained  posses- 
sbn  of  a  bag  of  gunpoivder  and  of  the  back- 
piece  of  a  suit  of  «rmor.  Wishing  to  display  his 
superior  accomplishments  to  his  countrymen,  he 
proceeded  to  dry  the  powder  over  the  fire,  iipon 
the  armor,  as  he  had  seen  the  soldiers  do  at 
Jamestown.  Many  thronged  around  him  and 
peeped  over  Us  shoulders,  to  watch  the  process, 
when  suddenly  the  powder  exploded,  killed  the 
unfortunate  operator  and  one  or  two  others,  and 
wounded  several  more,  which  gave  the  whole  na- 
tion a  great  distaste  to  gunpowder.  ^^  These  and 
many  other  such  pretty  accidents,"  as  we  are 
told,  so  amazed  and  alarmed  Powhatan  and  bis 
whole  people,  that  they  desired  peace  from  all 
parts,  bringing  in  presents  and  restoring  stolen 
articles,  which  had  long  been  given  up  in  despair. 
After  this,  if  any  Indiah  was  delected  in  steal- 
ing, he  was  apprehended  and  sent  to  Jamestown 
to  be  {Punished,  and  the  whole  country  became 
as  free  and  safe  to  the  English  as  to  the  Indians 
themselyes. 
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The  English,  thus  unmolested  from  without 9 
were  enabled  to  devote  their  undivided  energies 
to  the /internal  affairs  of  the  oolony.  They  set 
themselves  to  labor  with  industry :  and  success. 
In  the  space  of  three  months,  they  h^d  made 
a  considerable  quantity  of  tar,  pitch,  and  potash  ; 
produced  a  sample  of  glass  ;  dug  a  well  of  sweet 
water  in  the  fort,  an  article  which  they  had  not 
bad  in  abundance  before ;  buDt  twenty  new  hous- 
es ;  new  covered  the  church ;  provided  nets  and 
weirs  for  fishing ;  and  built  a  block-house  on  the 
isthmus  of  Jamestown,  in  which  a  ganison  was 
stationed  to  trade  with  the  Indians,  and  which  no 
one  was  allowed  to  pass  without  an  order  from  the 
Prfesident.  Thirty  or  forty  acres  of  ground  were 
also  dug  and  planted.  A  block-house  was  like- 
wise erected  on  Hog  Island,  and  a  garrison  station- 
ed there  to  give  notice  of  any  vessels  that  might - 
arrive.  At  leisure  times  they  exercised  them- 
selves in  cutting  down  trees  and  making  clap- 
boai'ds  and  wainiscoting. ,  About  thb  time  Captain 
Wynne  died,  so  that  Captain  Smith  was  left  with 
the  whole  and  absolute  power,  being  both  Presi- 
dent and  council. 

Their  prosperous  and  ccmtented  industry  receiv- 
ed a  sudden  interruption..  On  examining  their 
store  of  com,  they  found  that  half  of  it  had  rot- 
terl  and  th6  rest  was  nearly  all  consumed  by  the 
rats    which  had  been  left  by  the  ship,  and  in- 

Ff 
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creased  ia  great  numbers.  This  put  a  stop  to  all 
their  enterprises  and  oUiged  them  to  turn  their 
whole  attention  to  the  procuring  of  fixxl. 

The  Indians  were  veiy  fiendlj  to  them^  bring* 
ing  in  deer  and  wiidfiiwl  in  abundance,  and  Pow- 
hatan spared  them  neariy  half  his  stock  of  com. 
The  river  also  supplied  them  with  sturgeon  and 
oysters ;  so  there  was  no  danger  of  th^  starving 
to  deathw  But  then  food  coul<)  not  be  procured 
without  considerable  toil  and  trouble ;  and  many  of 
them  w^e  so  Intolerably  lazy,  that,  as'  the  narra- 
tive says,  ^^  bad  they  n<>t  been  forced  nokm  v<h 
Um  perfixce  to  gather  and  prepare  their  victual, 
they  would  all  have  starved  or  have  eaten  one 
another."  These  men  were  very  clamorous  that 
he  should  sell  their  tools  and  iron,  their  swords 
and  muskets,  and  even  their  houses  and  ordinance, 
to  the  Indiana  for  corn,  so  that  they  might  enjoy 
the  luxury  of  idleness. 

They  endeavored  also  by  all  i^ieans  in  their 
power  to  induce  him  to  leave  the  couMry.  Ne- 
cessity obliged  Captain  Smith  to  overlook  for 
a  time  their  mutinous  and  diaorderiy  proceed- 
ings; but,  having  detected  and  sev^ely  pun- 
ished the  principal  ringleader,  he  addressed  the 
remainder  in  the  following  terms.  <'  Fellovi^  sol- 
diers, I  did  not  think  that  any  one  was  so  fiilse 
as  to  report,  or  that  you  were  s6  simple  as  to 
believe,  either  that  I  intended  to  starve  you,  or 
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ibat  Powhatan  had,  at  this  time»  any  eom  for 
hinoaeiry  much  less  <or  you,  or  that  I  would  not 
procum  com^  if  I  knew  where  it  was  to  be  had« 
Neither  did  I  think  that  any  were  so  malicioiUy 
as  I  find  many  are ;  but  Iwill  not  so  yield  to  in- 
dignation as  to  prevent  me  irom  doing  what  I  can 
for  the  good  of  my  most  inveterate  enemy.    But 
dream  no  longer  of  any  further  assistance  from 
Powhatan,  and  do  not  imagine  that  I  shall  not 
compel  the  indolent  to  work,  as  well  as  punish 
the   refractory.     If  I  6nd  any  one  attempting  to 
escape  to  Newfoundland  in  the  pinnace,  let  him 
be  assured  that  the  gallows  shall  be  his  portion. 
Tou  cannot  deny  that  I  have  often  saved  you? 
lives  at  the  risk  of  my  own,  and  provided  you 
food  when  otherwise   you  might  have    starved. 
But  I  protest,  by  the  God  that  made  me,  that 
since  necessity  has  no  power  to  compel  you  to 
gather  for  yourselves  the  fruits  which  the  earth 
yields,  I  will  oblige  you  to  gather  them,  not  only 
for  yourselves,  but  also  for  the  sick.     You  know 
that  I  have  fared  Kke  the  meanest  of  you,  and 
that  my  extra  allowance  I  have  always,  distrib- 
uted among  the  sick.     The  siek  ^hall  not  starve, 
but  sha)l  fare  like  the  rest  of  us  ;  therefore,  who- 
ever does  not  gather  as  much  every  day  as  I  do, 
the  next  day  he  shall  be  put  over  the  river  and 
be  banished  from  the  fort,  until  he  either  altera 
bis  conduct  or  starves." 


ordets  voe  mamnml  agaonst  ss  being 
ij  duel  and  1 1  ■  iik'  il ;  bm  do  one  dued 
to  djsober  them.  Ail  exerted  tfaemsclvcs  £fi- 
geeti  J  lo  procofe  ibod,  so  that  tfaej  not  only  <fid 
not  saser  finotn  want,  bat  grew  strong  and  healthy. 
liaoj  were  bilieted  amoi^  the  Indians,  a  fint 
waich  showed  how  BBch  oonfidenoe  theie  was 
on  ooe  side,  and  how  moch  respect,  or  at  least 
lear,  on  the  other.  These  last  were  so  well 
treated  hj  their  kind  eoteftainefs,  that  many  de- 
serted from  Jamestown  and  took  up*  their  abode 
with  them  ;  but  the  Indians,  who  knew  that  they 
had  acted  contruy  to  Captain  Smith's  orders, 
received  them  with  great  coldness,  and  finally 
brought  them  back  to  him.  He  bflicted  on 
theio  such  exemplary  punishment,  that  no  one 
Tentured  to  follow  th^r  example.  The  good 
conduct  of  the  Indians  at  this  crisis  extorts  from 
the  writer  of  the  narrative  the  remark,  that  there 
was  more  hope  to  make  good  Christians  apd 
good  subjects  of  them,  than  of  one  half  of  those 
who  pretended  to  be  both.  . 

At  this  period,  Mr.  Sicklemore  returned  frcun 
bis  expedition,  but  without  gaining  any  satisfac- 
tory account  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh^s  lost  com- 
pany  or  of  the  silk-grass.  Captain  Smith,  who 
thought  it  proper  not  to  abandon  a  .  point  so 
strongly  urged  by  the  council  in  England,  sent 
upon  the  same  errand  two  of  his  company  to  the 
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M angoags ;  a  tribe  of  Indians,  not  subject  to  Pow- 
facitan^  who  dwelt  somewhere  on  the  borders  of 
North  Carolina  and  Virginia.  They  were  fur- 
ubhed  with  guides  by  the  chief  of  the  Quiyough- 
nohanocs,  a  small  tribe  dwelling  on  the  soatbem 
banks  pf  the  James  River,  about  ten  miles  from 
Jamestown.  "  This  honest,  proper,  promise- 
keeping  king,"  as  be  is  styled^  was  ever  friendly 
to  the  English;  and,  though  he  zealously  wor- 
shipped his  own  false  gods,  he  was  ready  to  ac- 
knowledge that  their  God  exceeded  his,  as  much 
as  guns  did  bows  and. arrows.  He  would  often 
send  presents  to  the  President,  in  a  time  of 
drought,  begging  him  to  pray  to  his  God  for 
rain,  lest  his  com  should  spoil,  because  his  own 
gods  were  angry  with  him.  -  The  result  of  this 
expedition  was,  like  that  of  the  former  one, 
entirely  unsuccessful. 

The  Germans,  who  were  with  Powhatan,  gave 
them  constant  trouble.  One  Volday,  a  Swiss, 
was  employed  to  solicit  them  to  return  to  the 
colony  ;  but.,  instead  of  that,  he  basely  and  treach- 
erously entered  into  a  conspiracy  with  th^m  to  cut 
off  the  English,  and  diligently  exerted  himself  to 
bring  it  to  a  successful  issue.  Seeing  that  these 
were  obliged  to.  wapder  about  in  search  of  provis- 
ions and  le?ive  the  fort  but  feebly,  defended,  they 
endeavored  to  prevail  upon^  Powhatan  to  lend 
them  hb  forces,  promising  to  bum  the  town,  to 
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I  wmt  of  the 

t»o  of  then, 

Ck 

henndnft.    Wbcn 

mi  9o  fiv^Ty  lint  juvutt 
•o  ^  ani  atqr  <^  Gcnnvis,  dioi^ 
is  tW  way  fULBLL  of  IHfhaiM.  Two  were 
MBoniiDgi J  wem  ob  this  onad  ;  fam,  on  Adr  ai^ 
maly  the  GennDS  mde  sndi  pbusiUe  ezooses, 
yMaj  ao  wannlj,  that  tbej  were 
anfiered  to  go  inipwnsbed^  Pow- 
to  have  observed  a  strict  neutrality 
He  seAt  a  message  to  Captam 
fam  that  he  would  ndther  at* 
tempt  to  detam  the  Germans,  aor  to  hinder  his 
meo  from  ezecotiBg  his  oommands.  One  of  these 
GieriBaiiSy  we  are  told,  afterwards  letomed  to  his 
doty,  OQ  promise  of  full  pardon  for  the  past;  the 
other  remained  with  Powhatan^ 

The  writer  of  this  portion  of  the  History  of 
Virginia,  after  relating  these  iiieidents,  and  stating 
that  their  great  security  against  the  treacherous 
machinatioBs  of  these  foreigners,  s^nd  their  unprin- 
eipled  ooadjotors  at  Jamestown,  was  the  lo?e  and 
respect  in  which  Captain  Smith  was  held,  by  all 
the  neighboring  Indians,  goes  on  to  remark  upon 
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his  merits  ih-a  stram  of  honest  admiikUon ;  ^  Bjr 
this  you  (nay  see,  for  iji  those  cros9es»  treackerieS) 
and  dissensionSy  bow*  he  wrjBstled  and  overcame 
(without  bloodshed)  all  that  happened ;  also  .what 
good  Was  done ;  bow  few  died ;  what  food  the 
GOUQtiy  oatucaily  afibrdath;  what  small  cause 
there  is  men  should  starre:  or  ^be  murdered  by 
the  t»vages^  th^  have  diseretion  to  manage  them 
with  courage  and^  industry.  IJie  two  fist  years, 
chough  by  his  adventures  he.  had  often  brought 
the  savages  to  a  tradable  trad^,  yet  you  see  how 
the  envious  authority  ever  crossed  him^  and  frus- 
trated his  best  endeavors.  But  it  wrought  in  him 
that  experience  and  estimation  amongst  the  sava- 
ges, as  otherwise  it  had  been  impossible  he  had 
ever  effected  that -he  did.  Notwithstanding  jbe 
many  miserable,  yet  generous  and  worthy  adven- 
tures he  had  oft  and  long  endured  in  the  wide 
world,  yet  in  this  case  he  was  again  to  learn  his 
lecture  by  experi^oee ;  wbieb  with  much  ado 
having  obtained,  it  was  his  ill  chance  to  end,  when 
he  had  but  only  learned  how  to.begin." 

In  the  sprbg  of  .the  year  1609,  Captain  Sam- 
uel Argall,  afterwards  a  governor  of  the  colony, 
arrived  at  Jamestown.  He  came  to  trade  with 
the  colony  and  to  fish  for  sturgeon,  in  a  ship  sup- 
plied with  wine  and  -provisions.  This,  says  Stith, 
was  a  prohibited  trade,  but  it  was  connived  at, 
because  Argall  was  a  relation  of  Sir  Thomas 
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Swch.  The  ■ujmkr  of  the  coioay  obBged  diem 
tD  take  iiB  pRmBODS^  bj  wliicfa  the  object  of  his 
von^  W9S  cMeieBd;  but »  soon  «i  thejr  leceif- 
ed  aapp^es  froa  Engbad,  they  levictoalkd  Um 
hoee,  vua  leneB  givieg  a  fiiB  aoooant  of  tbe 
sne  of  ther  aius.  Bj  him  Captain  Smith  le- 
ceired  lencB,  hhiniDg  bin  6r  bis  emd  usage  of 
CK  liiiiw  ,  iimI  bt  oot-seiMiiDg  back  the  fbnner 
ships  fauhmL  Bj  him  tfaej  abo  heard  of  tbe 
great  prepaiatiaas  in  E^jland  6r  sending  oot  an 
cxpetfitjon,  under  the  mmmand  of  Lotd  Delaware, 
and  of  the  endre  change  pncgeded-in  the  govern- 
mcnt  of  Ae  oqIqbj. 


CHAPTfK  Xn. 


Nem  Ckmrter  gnmUd  to  ike  Virginia  Compa- 
njf.  —  £spe«iilioii  Jtupakktd  to  Jamestown.  — 
Ctmfwaium  whiA  ennies  on  its  Jirrital.^^ 
CkQitam  Skiik  retwms  to  England. 

Thb  administration  of  Captain  Smith,  and  the 
genend  coarse  of  events  from  the  firet,  at  James- 
town, had  been  hr  from  sadsfeetoiy  to  the  com- 
pany in  England.  They  had  founded  the  colony 
aolely  from  selfish  motives,  io  the  hope  of  acquir- 
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iflg  great  and  sudden  fortunes  by  the  opening  of  a 
passage  to  the  South  Sea,  or  by  tbe  discovery  of 
abundant  mines  of  gold  and  silver.  The  splendid 
success  of  the  Spaniards  in  South  America  had 
filled  the  imaginations  of  all  Europe  with  golden 
dreams;  and  the  company  were  disappointed  and 
irritated,  because  there  had  not  been  found  in 
Virginia  the  mineral  treasures  of  Peru  and  Mex- 
ico. They  chose  to  visit  their  displeasure  upon 
the  innocent  head  of  Captain  Smith,  as  if  he  had 
either  been  the  cause  of  thefr  extravagant  hopes, 
or  had,  by  some  -potent^  magic,  banished  the  pre- 
cious metals  from  the  soil  of  Virginia. 

Their  prejudice  against  him  was  increased,  un- 
doubtedly, 1^  their  extreme  ignorance  of  every 
thing  relating  to  the  history  and  situation  of  the 
colony,  which  disqualified  them  from  judging  of 
the  propriety:  of  his  measjiires.  Their  minds  too 
had  been'  poisoned  by  the  misrepresentations  of 
Newport,  who  possessed  their  entire  confidence, 
and  who  hated  Captain  Smith  with  that  untiring 
and  dogged  hatred,  with  which  an  inferior  being 
contemplates  an  enemy,  who  is  too  much  above 
him  to  allow  the  most  dbtant  hope  of  rivalship. 
They  were  dissatisfied,  among  other  things,  with 
his  treatment  of*  the  Indians,  thinking  it  too  harsh 
and  peremptory,  and  that  a  milder  and  more 
conciliatory  one  would  have  induced  them  to  dis- 
cover the  bidden  treasures,  which  they  were  per- 
suaded existed  somewhere  in  the  country. 
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witb-  a  piece  of  copper  and  sent  home.  From 
this  circumstance,  a  report  was  spread  far  and 
wide,  among  the  Indians,  that  Captain  Smith  was 
able  to  restore  the  dead  to  life.  . 

Another  incident  took  place  about  this  time, 
which  increased  the  awe  in  which  the  English 
were  held.  An  **  ingenuous  savage  "  at  Wero- 
wooomoco  had  hj  some  meatafs  obtained  posses- 
sion of  a  bag  of  gunpowder  and  of  the  back- 
piece  of  a  suit  of  «rmor.  Wishing  to  display  his 
superior  accomplishments  to  his  countrymen,  he 
proceeded  to  dry  the  powder  over  the  fire,  lipon 
the  armor,  as  he  had  seen  the  soldiers  do  at 
Jamestown.  Many  thronged  around  him  and 
peeped  over  his  shoulders,  to  watch  the  process, 
when  suddenly  the  powder  exploded,  killed  the 
unfortunate  operator  and  one  or  two  others,  and 
wounded  several  more,  which  gave  the  whole  na- 
tion a  great  distaste  to  gunpowder.  ^^  These  and 
many  other  such  pretty  accidents,"  as  we  are 
told,  so  amazed  and  alarmed  Powhatan  and  bis 
whole  people,  that  they  desired  peace  from  all 
parts,  bringing  in  presents  and  restoring  stolen 
articles,  which  had  long  been  given  up  in  despair. 
After  this,  if  any  Indiah  was  detected  in  steal- 
ing, he  was  apprehended  and  sent  to  Jamestown 
to  be  {Punished,  and  the  whole  country  became 
as  free  and  safe  to  the  English  as  to  the  Indians 
themselTCs. 
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The  English,  thus  unmolested  from  without, 
were  enabled  to  devote  their  undivided  energies 
to  the « internal  affairs  of  the  oolony.  They  set 
themselves  to  labor  with  industry  and  success. 
In  the  space  of  three  months,  they  h^d  made 
a  considerable  quantity  of  tar,  pitch,  and  potash  ; 
produced  a  sample  of  glass  ;  dug  a  well  of  sweet 
water  in  the  fort,  an  article  which  they  had  not 
bad  in  abundance  before ;  built  twenty  new  hous- 
es ;  new  covered  the  church ;  provided  nets  and 
weirs  for  fishing ;  and  built  a  block-house  on  the 
isthmus  of  Jamestown,  in  which  a  garrison  was 
stationed  to  trade  with  the  Indians,  and  which  no 
one  was  allowed  to  pass  without  an  order  from  the 
President.  Thirty  or  forty  acres  of  ground  were 
also  dug  and  planted.  A  block-house  was  like- 
wise erected  on  Hog  Island,  and  a  garrison  station- 
ed there  to  give  notice  of  any  vessels  that  might  - 
arrive.  At  leisure  times  they  exercised  them- 
selves in  cutting  down  trees  and  making  clap- 
boai'ds  and  wainiscoting. ,  About  thb  time  Captain 
Wynne  died,  so  that  Captain  Smith  was  left  with 
the  whole  aftd  absolute  power,  being  both  Presi- 
dent and  council. 

Their  prosperous  and  contented  industry  receiv- 
ed a  sudden  interruption.^  On  examining  their 
store  of  com,  they  found  that  half  of  it  had  rot- 
ted And  th6  rest  was  nearly  all  consumed  by  the 
rats    which  bad  been  left  by  the  ship,  and  b- 
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mthr  a  piece  of  copper  and  sent  home«  From 
this  ciicumstaiice,  a  report  was  spread  far  and 
wide,  among  the  Indians,  that  Captain  Smith  was 
able  to  restore  the  dead  to  life.  . 

Another  incident  took  place  about  this  time, 
which  increased  the  awe  in  which  the  English 
were  held.  An  "  ingenuous  savage  "  at  Wero- 
wocomoco  had  by  some  means  obtained  posses- 
sion of  a  bag  of  gunpowder  and  of  the  back- 
piece  of  a  suit  of  armor.  Wishing  to  displaj  his 
superior  accomplishments  to  his  coumrymen,  be 
proceeded  to  dry  the  powder  over  the  fire,  lipon 
the  armor,  as  he  had  seen  the  soldiers  do  at 
Jamestown.  Many  thronged  around  him  and 
peeped  over  his  shoulders,  to  watch  the  process, 
when  suddenly  the  powder  exploded,  killed  the 
unfortunate  operator  and  one  or  two  others,  and 
wounded  several  more,  which  gave  the  whole  na- 
tion a  great  distaste  to  gunpowder.  "  These  and 
many  other  such  pretty  accidents,"  as  we  are 
told,  so  amazed  and  alai-med  Powhatan  and  bis 
whole  people,  that  they  desired  peace  bom  aJl 
parts,  bringing  in  presents  and  restoring  stolen 
articles,  which  had  long  beeo  given  up  in  despair. 
After  this,  if  any  Indiafi  was  detected  in  steal- 
ing, he  was  apprehended  and  sent  to  Jatnestoivn 
to  be  {Punished,  and  the  whole  country  bp< 
as  free  and  safe  to  the  English  as  f 
themselres. 
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consequently  tbeir.apprebeDsioi^  of  starving  vrer0 
for  the  present  laid  aside.  They  were  divided 
into  companies  of  len  or.  fifteen,  as  occasiiHi  le* 
quired,  and  six  hours  of  each  day  wei^  spent  in 
labor  and  the  rest  in  amusement  and  exhilarating 
exercises. 

The  majority  of  them,  unaccustomed  to  dis- 
cipline or  regular  employment,  showed  symp- 
toms of  stubborn  resistance  to  his  authority,  which 
provoked  him  to  reprove  them  in  sharp  terms. 
He  told  them,  that  their  recent  suiSferings  ought 
to  have  worked  a  change  in  their  conduct,  and 
that  they  must  not  think  that  either  his  labors 
or  the  purses  of  the  adventurers  would  for  ever 
maintain  them  in  idleness.  He  did  not  mean 
that  his  reproaches  shoujld  apply  to  all,  for  many 
deserved  more  honor  and  reward  thaa  they 
could  ever  refceive ;  but  the  majority  of  them 
must  be  more  industrious  or  starve.  That  it 
was  not  reasonable  that  the  labors  of  thirty  or 
forty  honest  and  industrious  men  should  be  de- 
voted to  the  support  of  a  hundred  and  fifty  idle 
loiterers,  and  that,  therefore,  whoever  would  not 
work  must  not  eat.  That  they  had  ofteu  been 
screened  in  their  disobedience  to  his  commands 
by  the  authority  of  the  council;  but  that  now 
the  power,  in  effect,  rested  wholly  in  him.  That 
they  were  mistaken  m  their  opinion, '  that  his 
authority  was  but  a  shadow,  and   that  he  could 
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pot  tooch  the  lives  of  any  without  peril  of  bis 
own.  That  the  letters  patent  would  show  them 
ihe  contrary,  which  he  would  have  read  to  them 
every  week,  and  that  they  might  be  assured  that 
every  one,  who  deserved  punishment,  should  re- 
ceive it. 

He  also  made  a  register,  in  which  be  recorded 
their  merits  and  demerits,  '*  to  encourage  the 
good,  and  with  shame  to  spur  on  the  rest  to 
amendment ; ''  a  simple  device,  one  would  think, 
fi>r  thic^  who  had  long  left  school,  but  which, 
owing. probably  tQ  the  President's  great  personal 
influence,  proved  of  considerable  efficacy.  They 
missed  from  time  to  time  powder,  shot,  arms, 
and  toob,  without  knowing  what  had  become  of 
them,  but  found  afterwards  that  they  were  se* 
-cretly  conveyed  to  the  Germans,  who  were  with 
PowhataQ,  by  their  countrymen  and  confederates 
at  Jamestown.  Four  or  five  of  these  latter, 
aeeording  to  a  previous  agreement,  had  deserted 
from  Jamestown,  a  short  time  before,  to  join  the 
former ;  but,  meedng  in  the  woods  some  of  Cap« 
tain  Smith's  party  on  their  return,  to  avoid  sus- 
picion they  came  back.  Their  countrymen  sent 
one  of  their  number,  disguised  as  an  Indian,  to 
learn  the  reason  of  their  delay. .  He  came  as  fiur 
as  the .  glass-house,  which  was  about  a  mile  from 
Jamestown,  and  -was  the  scene  of  all  their  plots 
and  machinations,  and  their  common  place  of 
rendezvous. 
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Al  tbe  same  tkne  and  near  the  sane  place, 
ibrty  Indiass  were  lyii^  in  anbaaii  Sat  Capnin 
Smitfa.  He  was  mmediately  inlhnnfrf  of  the 
Gennan's  arrival  (how  or  bf  whooi  we  are  not 
uM)f  and,  taking  twenty  men,  maicbed.to  the 
glass-house  to  apprehend  him ;  but  he  had  gone 
away  before  they  eame.  He  de^tcfaed  his  fbl- 
lowen  to  intercept  hiniy  and  retnmed  abne  to 
Jamestown,  armed  only  with  a  swoid,  not  sus- 
pecting any  danger.  In  the  woods  he  met  the 
chief  of  the  Pasbtphays,  a  neighboring  tribe  of 
Indians,  a  taH  and  strong  man,  who  at  first  at- 
tempted by  artful  persnasioQ  to  bring  Captain 
Smith  within  reach  of  the  ambuscade.  Failing, 
however,  in  tUs,  he  attempted  to  shoot  him  with 
his  bow,  which  Smith  prevented  by  suddenly 
grappling  with  hkn»  Nether  was  able  to  maka 
use  a(  He  weapons,  but  the  Indian  drew  his  ad- 
versary by  mam  strength  into  the  river,  in  the 
hope  of  drowning  him.  There  diey  struggled  for 
a  long  time,  till  Captain  Smith  sejzed  his  antago- 
nist's throat  with  snch  a  grasp  as  nearly  strangled 
him.  This  momentary  advantage  enabled  him  to 
draw  his  sword,  at  which  his  foe  no  longer  re- 
sbtecl,  but  begged  li^is  life  with  piteous  entreaties. 
Captain  Smith  led  him  prisoner  to  Jamestown 
and  put  him  in  chaiins. 

The  German  meanwhile  liad  been  taken ;  and, 
though  he  attempted  to  account  for  his  conduct, 
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his  treachery  was  suspected  and  finally  confimaed 
by  the  confession  of  the  captive  chief,  who  was 
kept  in  custody,  and  offered  to  Powhatan  in 
exchange  for  the  feithless  Germans  whom  he 
had  with  him.  Many  messengers  were  sent, 
but  the  Germans  would  not  come  of  their  own 
accord,  neither  would  Powhatan  force  them. 
While  these  negotiations  were  going  on,  tl^e  chief 
himself  escaped  through  the  negligence  of  his 
guards,  though  he  was  in  irons.  An  attempt 
was  made  to  retake  him,  but  without  effect. 
Captain  $coith  made  prisoners  of  two  Indians,  by 
name  Kemps  and  Tussore,  who  are  described  as 
being  '^  the  two  most  exact  villains  in  all  .the 
country."  He  himself  went  with  an  expe4ition 
to  pynish  the  tribe. of  Pashiphays  for  their  past 
injuries  and  deter  them  from  any  future  ones, 
in  which  he  slew  several  of  them,  burned  their 
houses,  took  their  canoes  and  fishing-weirs,  and 
fixed  some  of  the  latter  at  Jamestown. 

As  he  was  proceeding  to  Chickahominy,  he 
was  assaulted  by  some  of  their  tribe ;  but,  as 
soon  as  they  saw  who  he  was,  they  threw  down 
their  arms  and  sued  for  peace,  a  young  man, 
named  Okaning,  thus  addressing  him ;  ^'  Captain 
Smith,  the  chief,. my  master,  is  here  among  us, 
and  he  attacked  you,,  mistaking  you  for  Captain 
Wynne,,  who  has  pursued  us  in  war.  If  he  has 
offended  you  in  escaping  imprisonment,  remember 
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Ait  Mai  wmm^  *•  bMs  flj,  a«d  the  vary  beasts 
imre  to  escape  At  erne  and  the  Kne ;  Uarae  not 
,  who  is  e  man.  He  would  a^  yoa 
wkst  puBB  he  iooky  when  yoa  were 
r,  to  we  yoor  life.  If  he  has  iDJuied 
yoa  sbee,  yoa  have  taken  am^  vengemce  and 
giiBilj  tD  oar  eoBt.  We  know  that  your  pinpose 
is  to  dtstiey  as ;  hat  we  are  here  to  desre  your 
to  ask  yoe  to  pemdt  os  to  ^ojoy 
:  and  pknt  enr  firfdsL  Ton  shall  share 
HI  theirfrait ;  hat  if  yoa  driveas  off,  yon  will  be 
the  greatest  losers  by  oar  ahaenoe.  For  we  can 
plant  anywhere,  thoagh  it  may  cost  as  niOTe 
labor ;  bat  we  know  yoa  cannot  live,  unless  yoa 
have  oar  hai  vests  to  supply  your  wants.  If  yoa 
wil  proBoise  us  peace,  we  wiH  trast  you ;  if  not, 
we  w3l  abandon  die  coontiy.*' 

This  ^  worthy  discourse,'*  as  it  is  justly  called 
by  the  writer  of  the  namtive,  had  its  desired 
eflfect.  Captain  Smith  made  peace  widi  them 
on  condition  that  they  would  Ripply  him  with 
proviaions.  This  good  understanding  continued 
so  long  as  Captain  South  remained  in  the  coon- 
try. 

When  South  retmned  to  Jainestownj  complaint 
was  made  to  him,  that  the  people  of  Chicka- 
hominy,  who  had  always  seemed  honest  and 
friendly,  bad  been  guSty  <^  frequent  tbefis.  A 
pistol,  among  other  tfaings^'had    been  recendy 
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Stolen  and  the  thief  escaped ;  but  bis  two  broth- 
ersy  who  were  known  to  be  his  oonfaderates,  were 
apprehended.  According  to  the  Preadent's  usual 
summary  mode  of  proceeding  in  such  eases,  one 
of  these  was  sent  home  with  a  message,  that  if 
the  pistol  were  not  forthcoming  in  twelve  houn, 
the  other  (who  meanwhile  was  imprisoned)  should 
be  hung.  The  messenger  came  back  beibfli  niti- 
Dight  with  the  pistol,  but  a  sad  spectacle  «wailad 
him.  Capfjain  Smith,  pitying  the  poor  naked 
Indian  who  was  shivering  in  his  dark,  cold  dun-* 
geon,  had  sent  him  some  ibod  wad  (fliaiooel  to 
make  a  fire -with.  The  simple  savage,  kaowiiig 
nothing  of  the  mysteries  ^f  carbonic  acid  gas,** 
soon  fainted  away  under  its  deleterious  influenoe, 
and  was  .brought  out  to  all  appearance  dead.  His 
brother,  seeing  his  confident  hopes  so  nmelly  dis- 
appointed, broke  out  into  the  most  passionate 
lamentations,  and  Captain  Smith,  to  {»acify  him, 
told^  him  that  he  would  restore  him  to  life.  By 
the  applicaition  of  brandy  and  vinegar,  he  was 
restored  to  conscioushess ;  but  hb  fiuHiUies  re- 
mained in  such  a  state  of  confusion  and  disoffder , 
as  alarmed  his  brother  hardly  leas  than  his  seem- 
ing death.  But  a  night's  sound  sleep  restored 
him  to  his  senses,  and  they  wero  both-  presented 

•  The  English  writser  was  not  much  wiser;  he  says 
the  Indian  was  smothered  with  the  smoke. 
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thronged  round  Captain  Smith  with  their  com 
modities,  in  such  numbers,  for  the  space  of  two 
or  three  hours,  that  he  became  absolutely  weary 
of  receiving  them.  He  accordingly  retired,  and, 
overcome  with  his  toils  anc}  excitements,  fell 
asleep.  The  Indians  seeing  him  in  this  condi- 
tion, and  his  guard  rather  carelessly  dispersed, 
went  into  the  house  in  great  numbers  armed  with 
clubs  or  English  swords,  and  with  btentions  by  no 
means  friendly.  The  noise  they  made  aroused 
him  from  his  slumbers,  which  we  may  suppose 
were  not  very  deep ;  and,  though  surprised  and 
confused  at  seeing  so  many  grim  forms  around 
him,  he  seized  his  sword  and  target,  and,  being 
seconded  by  some  of  his  coimtrymen,  drove  out 
the  intruders  more  rapidly  than  they  came  'n. 
Opechancanough  made  a  long  speech  to  excuse 
the  rude  conduct  of  his  subjects.  The  rest  of  the 
day  was  spent  in  kindness  and  good- will,  the 
Indians  renewing  their  presents  -and  feasting  the 
English  with  their  best  provisions. 

Captain  Smith  here  received  the  news  of  a 
most  melancholy  accident  which  took  place  at 
Jamestown  during  his  absence.  Mr.  Scrivener 
had  received  some  letters  from  England,  which 
gave  him  extravagant  notions  of  his  own  impor- 
tance, and  made  him  feel  very  coldly  towards 
Captain  Smith,  who  still  regarded  him  with  the 
afiection  of  a  brother.    He  took  it  into  bis  bead 
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to  Visit  an  island  in  the  vicinity  of  Jamestown, 
called  Hog  Island,  on  a  very  cold  and  stormy 
day,  when  it  seemed  little  short  of  madness  to 
tempt  the  angry  elements.  Notwithstanding  the 
niost  earnest  remonstrances  he  persisted  in  going, 
and  persuaded  Captain  Waldo  with  nine  others 
to  accompany  him.  The  skiff  would  have  hard- 
ly floated  with  so  large  a  freight,  in  calm  weather; 
^but,  as  it  was,  she  sunk  immediately,  and  all  who 
were  in  her  were  drowned.  Their  dead  bodies 
were  found  by  the  Indians,  which  encouraged 
them  in  their  projected  enterprises  against  the 
colony. 

No  one,  for  some  time,  would  undertake  to  in- 
form Captain  Smith  of  this  heavy  news,  till  final- 
ly Mr.  Richard  Wiffin  vdlunteered.  His  jour- 
ney wad  full  of  dangers  and  difficulties.  He 
at  first  went  to  Werowocomoco,  where  he  found 
that  all  were  engaged  in  warlike  preparations, 
which'  boded  no  good  to  his  countrymen.  He 
seems  to  have  narrowly  escaped  with  his  life 
h^re  ;  for  we  are  told,  that  "  Pocahontas  hid  him 
for  a  time,  and  sent  them  who  pursued  him  the 
clean  contrary  way  to  seek  him."  He  finally 
reached  Captain  Smith  lifter  travelling  three  days, 
and  communicated  his  sad  message  to  him ;  who 
charged  him  to  keep  it  a  secret  fi*om  his  fol- 
lowers, and,  dissembling  his  grief  as  much  as  he 
could,  at  ni^t-fall  he  went  on  board  the  boat, 
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Thomas  Gates,  lieutenant-general ;  Sir  George 
Somers,  admiral ;  Captain  Newport  (the  only  one 
who  had  ever  been  in  Virginia),  vice-admiral; 
Sir  Thomas  Dale,  high  marshal ;  Sir  Ferdinando 
Wainraan,  master  of  the  horse.  The  counte- 
nance of  so  many  honorable  and  distinguished 
persons  made  the  enterprise  fashionable  and  pop- 
ular, so  that  they  were  able  to  equip  nine  ships, 
in  which  five  hundred  persons  consisting  of  men, 
women,  iand  children,  embarked. 

The  expedition  set  sail  from  England  in  May, 
1609,  under  the  command  of  Sir  George  Somers, 
Sir  Thomas  Gates,  and  Captain  Newport,  each 
of  whom  had  a  commission  authorizing  him,  who 
first  arrived,  to  supersede  the  existing  adnfmis- 
tration,  and  to  govern  the  colony  by  the  terms 
and  provisions  of  the  new  charter,  until  the  arri- 
val of  Lford  Delaware  with  ihe  remainder  of  the 
recruits  and  supplies.  By  a  most  extraordinary 
oversight,  no  precedence  in  rank  was  assigned 
to  either  of  these  gentlemen',  and  they  were 
unable  to  settle  the  point  among  themselves,  nei- 
ther being  willing  to  resign  his  chance  of  being 
the  temporary  head. 

►  To  obviate  this  difficulty,  they  adopted  a  most 
injudicious  and  unfortunate  expedient;  they  all 
determined  to  embark  in  the  same  vessel,  their 
weak  and  childish  ambition  inducing  them  to 
take  a  step  which  defeated  the  very  object  of 
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this  triumvirate  division  of  authority.  In  their 
ship  were  contained  also  the  bills  of  lading,  the 
new  commission,  instrubtions  and  directions  of 
the  most  ample  nature,  and  the  greater  part  of 
their  provisions.  .This  vessel,  pn  the  25th  of 
July,  parted  from  the  rest  of  the  squadron  in  a 
violent  storm,  and  was  wrecked  on  one  of  the 
Bermuda  Islands  ;  another  small  vessel  foundered 
at  sea  ^  the  seven  others  arrived  safely  at  James- 
town. The  President,  who  was  informed  of  their 
arrival  by  hb  scouts,  and  who  had  no  expecta- 
tion of  so '  large  a  fleet,  supposed  them  to  be 
Spaniards  coming  to  attack  the  colony,  and  with 
his  udual  promptness  put  it  in  a  posture  of  de- 
fence. The  Indians  at  this  crisis  gave  the  strong-^ 
est  proof  of  their  good-will,  by  coming  fixrward 
with  the  greatest  alacrity,  and  offering  to  fight 
side  by  side  with  the  English  against  Uieir  en- 
emies. , 

These  unfounded  apprehensions  were  soon  dis- 
sipated, but  only  to  be  replaced  by  substantial 
evils<  With  the  seven  ships  came  three  indi- 
viduals, of  whom  the  reader  has  before  heard, 
Ratcliff»  (whose  real  name,  as  has  been  stated, 
was  Sickleknore),  Archer,  and  Martm,  aU  of 
whom  were  enemies  to /Captain  Smith,  and  had 
so  prejudiced  the  minds  of  their  companions 
against  him,  that  they  were  prepared  to  dislike 
without  ever  having  seen  him.     Their  ships  had 
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These  orders  were  murmured  agsunst  as  being 
extremely  cruel  and  tyrannical ;  but  no  one  dared 
to  disobey  them.  All  exerted  themselves  dili- 
gently to  procure' food,  so  that  they  not  only  did 
not  suflfer  from  want,  but  grew  strong  and  healthy. 
Many  were  billeted  among  the  Indians,  a  fact 
which  showed  how  much  confidence  there  was 
on  one  side,  and  how  much  respect,  or  at  least 
fear,  on  the  other.  These  last  were  so  well 
treated  by  their  kind  entertainers,  that  many  de- 
serted from  Jamestown  and  took  up  their  abode 
with  them  ;  but  the  Indians,  who  knew  that  they 
bad  acted  contrary  to  Captain  Smith's  orders, 
received  them  with  great  coldness,  and  finally 
brought  them  back  to^  him.  He  inflicted  on 
theiQ  such  exemplary  punishment,  that  no  one 
ventured  to  follow  their  example.  The  good 
conduct  of  the  Indians  at  this. crisis  extorts  from 
the  writer  of  the  narrative  the  remark,  that  there 
was  more  hope  to  make  good  Christians  apd 
good  subjects  of  them,  than  of  one  half  of  those 
who  |M«tended  to  be  both.  . 

At  this  period,  Mr.  Sicklemore  returned  from 
his  expedition,  but  without  gaining  any  satisfac- 
tory account  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh^s  lost  com- 
pany or  of  the  silk-grass.  Captain  Smith,  who 
thought  it  proper  not  to  abandon  a  .  point  so 
strongly  urged  by  the  council  in  England,  sent 
upon  the  same  errand  two  of  his  company  to  the 
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Mangoags ;  a  tribe  of  Indians,  not  subject  to  Pow- 
hatan^ who  dwelt  somewhere  on  the  borders  of 
North  Carolina  and  Virginia.  They  were  for- 
uished  with  guides  by  the  chief  of  the  Quiyough- 
nohanocs,  a  small  tribe  dwelling  on  the  southern 
banks  pf  the  James  River,  about  ten  miles  from 
Jamestown.  "  This  honest,  proper,  promise- 
keeping  king,"  as  be  is  styled>  was  ever  friendly 
tQ  the  English;  and,  thoMgh  he  zealously  wor- 
shipped his  own  false  gods,  he  was  ready  to  ac- 
knowledge that  their  God  exceeded  his,  as  much 
as  guns  did  bows  and. arrows.  He  would  often 
send  presents  to  the  President,  in  a  time  of 
drought,  beggiqg  him  to  pray  to  his  God  for 
rain,  lest  his  com  should  spoil,  because  his  own 
gods  were  angry  with  him.  •  The  result  of  this 
expedition  was,  like  that  of  the  former  one, 
entirely  unsuccessful. 

The  Germans,  who  were  with  Powhatan,  gave 
them  constant  trouble.  One  Volday,  a  Swiss, 
was  employed  to  solicit  them  to  return  to  the 
colony  ;  but,  instead  of  that,  he  basely  and  treach- 
erously entered  into  a  conspiracy  with  th^m  to  cut 
off  the  English,  and  diligently  exerted  himself  to 
bring  it  to  a  successful  issue.  Seeing  that  these 
were  oblig<3d  to.  wapder  about  in  search  of  provis- 
ions and  leave  the  fort  but  feebly^  defended,  they 
endeavored  to  prevail  upon^  Powhatan  to  lend 
them  his  forces,  promising  to  bum  the  town,  to 
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the  baik,  and  malce  the  greater  part  of  the 
adoBisls  Us  subjects  and  alaTes. 

This  plot  was  commuDicated  ta  some  of  the 
mrfeeontents  at  Jamestown;  and  two  c^  them, 
^  whoie  Christian  hearts  ralented  at  such  an.  un- 
ebristian  act»"  roTealed  it  to  the  President.  When 
k  became  generally  known  in  the  colony,  the  sen- 
timent of  indignation'  was  so  liYely,  that  several 
vdunteered  to  go  and  slay  the  Gennans,  though 
in  the  very  presence  of  Powhatan.  Two  were 
accordingly  sent  on  this  errand ;  but,  on  their  aiv 
rival,  the  Germans  made  such  plausible  excuses, 
and  aoQused  Yplday  so  warmly,  that  they  were 
unaoeountahly  suffisred  to  go  unpunished.  Pow- 
hatan seems  to  have  observed  a  strict  neutrality 
in  this  business.  .^  He  sedt  a  message  to  Captain 
Smith,  inibrming  him  that  he  would  neither  at- 
tempt to  detain  the  Germans,  nor  to  hinder  his 
men  from  executing  his  commands.  One  of  these 
Germans,  w^  are  told/  afterwards  returned  to  his 
duty,  on  promise  t)f  full  pardon  for  the  past ;  the 
other  remained  with  Powhatan^ 

The  writer  of  this  portion  of  the  History  of 
Virgima,  after  relating  these  incidents,  and  stating 
that  their  great  security  against  the  treacherous 
machinations  of  these  foreigners,  and  their  unprin- 
cipled coadjutors  at  Jamestown,  was  the  love  and 
respect  in  which  Captab  Smith  was  held,  by  all 
the  neighboring  Indians,  goes  on  to  remark  upon 
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his  merits  in- a  stram  of  honest  admiiktion ;  ^*  Bf 
thb  you  may  see,  fer  aH  those  crosieSy  treacheries, 
and  dissensioDSy  bow  he  wrestled  and  overcame 
(without  bloodshed)  all  that  happened ;  also- what 
good  Was  done;  how  few  died;  what  food  the 
Gounti^  naturally  affbrdeth;  what  small  cause 
there  la  men  should  starre:  or  ^be  murdered  by 
the  tuivages>  that  have  diseretton  to  manage  them 
with  courage  and^  industry.  Uie  two  firat  years, 
though  by  his  adventures  he.  had  o&en  brought 
the  savages  to  a  tradable  trade,  yet  you  see  how 
the  envious  authority  ever  crossed  him,  and  frus- 
trated his  best  endeavors.  But  it  wrought  in  him 
that  experience  and  estimation  amongst  the  sava- 
ges, as  otherwise  it  had  been  impossible  he  had 
ever  effected  that  he  did.  Notwithstanding  .the 
many  miserable,  yet  generous  and  worthy  adven- 
tures he  had  oft  and  long  endured  in  the  wide 
world,  yet  in  this  case  he  was  again  to  learn  his 
lecture  by  experi^nee;  wbieb  with  much  ado 
having  obtained,  it  was  his  ill  chance  to  end,  when 
he  bad  but  only  learned  how  to  b^m." 

In  the  spring  of  .the  year  1609,  Captain  Sam- 
uel Argall,  afterwards  a  governor  of  the  colony, 
arrived  at  Jamestown.  He  came  to  trade  with 
the  colony  and  to  fish  fi)r  sturgeon,  in  a  ship  sup- 
plied with  wine  and  provisions.  This,  says  Stith, 
was  a  prohibited  trade,  but  it  was  connived  at, 
because  Argall  was  a  relation  of  Sir  Thomas 
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Smilfa.  The  neoeaifj  of  the  ooloD J  obliged  them 
to  take  Us  promoDS,  by  which  the  object  of  his 
Toyage  was  defeated ;  but  as  sooo  as  they  lecav- 
ed  supplies  from  Englaod,  they  revictualled  him 
bome^  with  letteis  giving  a  foil  account  of  the 
state  of  their  affiuis.  By  him  Captain  Smith  le- 
cdved  letters,  Uaming  bim  for  his  erael  usage  of 
tbelndians,  and  fiir  not  -sending  bade  the  fonner 
ships  freighted.  By  him  they  also  heard  of  the 
great  preparations  in  England  (or  sending  out  an 
expedition,  under  the  command  of  Lord  Delaware, 
and  of  the  entire  chadge  projected- in  the  goveni- 
ment  of  the  colony.  f 
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New  Charter  granted  to  the  Virginia  CompeH 
fiy.  —  Eai^edition  despatthed  to  Jamestown. — 
Confusion  which  ensues  on  its  Arrii^al.^-^ 
Captain  Smith  returns  to  England. 

The  administration  of  Captain  Smith,  and  the 
general  course  of  events  from  the  firist,  at  James- 
town, had  been  far  from  satisfactory  to  the  com- 
pany in  England.  They  had  founded  the  colony 
solely  from  selfish  motives,  in  the  hope  of  acquir- 
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ing  great  and  sudden  fortunes  by  the  opening  of  a 
passage  to  the  South  Sea,  ot  by  the  discovery  of 
abundant  mines  of  goM  and  silver.  The  splencKd 
success  of  the  Spaniards  in  Sooth  America  had 
filled  the  imaginations  of  all  Europe  with  golden 
dreams  ;  and  the  company  were  disappointed  and 
irritated,  because  there  had  not  been  found  in 
Virginia  the  mineral  treasures  of  Peru  and  Mex«- 
ico.  They  chose  to  visit  their  displeasure  upon 
the  innocent  head  of  Captain  Smith,  as  if  he  had 
either  been  the'  cause  of  then*  extravagant  hopes, 
or  had,  by  some -potent^  magic,  banished  the  pre- 
cious metals  from  the  soil  of  Virginia.  • 

Their  prejudice  against  him  was  increased,  un* 
d«ubted1y,  by  their  extreme  ignorance  of  every 
thing  relating  to  the  history  and  situation  of  the 
colony,  which  disqualified  them  from  judging  of 
the  propriety:  of  his  measAires«  Their  minds  too 
bad  been*  poisoned  by  the  misrepresentations  of 
Newport,  who  possessed  their  entire  confidence, 
and  who  hated  Captain  Smith  with  that  untiring 
and  dogged  hatred,  with  which  an  inferior  being 
contemplates  an  enemy,  who  is  too  much  above 
him  to  allow  the  most  distant  hope  of  rivalship. 
They  were  dissatisfied,  among  other  things,  with 
bis  treatment  of  the  Indians,  thinking  it  too  harsh 
and  peremptory,  and  that  a  milder  and  more 
conciliatory  one  would  have  induced  them  to  dis- 
cover the  hidden  treasures,  which  they  were  per- 
suaded existed  somewhere  in  the  country. 
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CapUin  Smith,  as  the  reader  must  have  ob- 
served, considered  himselT  bound  from  the  fiist, 
to  provide  finr  the  -protection  and  support  of  the 
oolony,  rather  than  the  pecuniaiy  interests  of  the 
council  at  home*.  He  endeavored  to  give  it  a 
permanent  fiK)tingln  the  oountiy,  an  object  about 
which  they  cared  very  little,  as  b  shovm  by  their 
shamefiil  neglect  in  supplying  it  with  provisioDS, 
as  well  as  by  the  character  of  the  adtenturecs 
whom  they  sent  out. 

He  peiceiyed  at  once  the  futility  of  any  ex- 
pectations of  mising  a  revenue  from  Virginia,  and 
dw^lt  upon  it  in  all  his  .communications  to  Eng- 
land. He  saw  that  a.  handful  of  Euglishmen 
were  surrounded  by  numerous  and  formidable 
tribes  of  Indians,  and'.that  there  could  never  be 
any  security  to  life  or  prdjperty,  unless  they  were 
promptly  overawed  by  firm  and  sprited  conduct. 
With  great  propriety  he  coosidered  himself  ^  far 
better  able  to  judge  of  the  measures  which  ought 
to  be  adopted  for  the  colony,  than,  a  company 
of  gentlemen,  three  thousand  miles  distant,  who 
derived  their  information  from  imperfept  or  in* 
terested  souroes.  His  admmistratioQ,  as  we  have 
seen,  was  vigorous  and  decided,  aiming  rather  to 
benefit  the  colony,  than  to  please  the. couuoil 
at  home..  He  was  too  independent  and  proud 
a  man  to  stoop  to  conciliate  those  whose  favor 
was  not  to  he  won  by  a  steady  adherence  to 
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duty.  He  had  not  a  drop^of  the  courtier's  blood 
in  his  whole  body.  His  intercourse  with  his 
superiors  in  station  was  tnarked  witb  dignity  and 
self-respect.  His  letter  to  the  council,  whicli 
he  sent  by  Newport,  and  of  which  we  have 
given  an  account,  is  certainly  unnaarked  by  del- 
icate, official  defereace,  and  litUe  calculated  to 
win  or  regain  favor.  All  these  things  bad  com- 
bined to  render  him  and  his  administration,  un- 
popular; and  he,  whose  services  to  the  colo- 
ny had  been  hicalculable,  was  made  the  victim 
of  their  capricious  displeasure,  and  dismiaied 
firom  an  office  which  ,he  had  filled  so  honora- 
bly, so  successfully,  and  with  such  constant  self- 
sacrifice. 

The  Virginia  company,  havmg  ibduced  many 
persons  of  rank  apd  wealth  to  join  with  them, 
in  order  to  increase  at  once  their  dignity  and 
their  funds,  ajpplied  to  King  James  for  a  new 
charter,  which  was  granted,  and  which  bears 
date.  May  23d,  1609.  It  gave  the  most  ample 
powers  to  the  council  in  England  and  showed  the 
most  wanton  disregard  of  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  the  colonists  who  had  emigrated  on  the  faith 
of  the  first  charter,  and  who  had  toiled,  suffered,  ^ 
and  accomplished  so  much.  By  virtue  of  these 
powers,  the  fiew  council  appointed  Lord  Dela- 
ware, a  nobleman  of  high  rank  and  distinguished 
character,   captain-general   of   the    colony  ;    Sir 
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Thomas  Gates,  Keutenant-general ;  Sir  George 
Somers,  admiral ;  Captain  Newport  (the  only  one 
who  had  «ver  been  in  Virginia),  vice-admiral; 
Sir  Thomas  Dale,  high  marshal ;  Sir  Ferdioando 
Wainman,  master  of  the  horse.  The  counte- 
nance of  so  many  honorable  and  distinguished 
persons  made  the  enterprise  fashionable  and  pop- 
ular, so  that  they  were  able  to  equip  nine  ships, 
in  which  five  hundred  persons  consisting  of  men, 
women,  and  children,  embarked. 

The  expedition  set  sail  from  England  in  May, 
1609,  under  the  command  of  Sir  George  Somers, 
Sir  Thomas  Gates,  and  Captain  Newport,  each 
of  whom  had  a  commission  authoriziDg  him,  who 
first  arrived,  to  supersede  the  existing  addTmis- 
tration,  and  to  govern  the  colony  by  the  terms 
and  provisions  of  the  new  charter,  until  the  arri- 
val of  Lord  Delaware  with  ihe  remainder  of  the 
recruits  and  supplies.  By  a  most  extraordinary 
oversight,  no  precedence  in  rank  was  assigned 
to  either  of  these  gentlemen',  and  they  were 
unable  to  settle  the  point  among  themselves,  nei- 
ther being  willing  to  resign  his  chance  of  being 
the  temporary  head. 

►  To  obviate  this  difficulty,  they  adopted  a  most 
injudicious  and  unfortunatie  expedient ;  they  all 
determined  to  embark  in  the  same  vessel,  their 
weak  and  childish  ambition  inducing  them  to 
take  a  step  which  defeated  the  very  object  of 
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this  triumvirate  division  of  authority.  In  their 
ship  were  contained  also  the  bills  of  lading,  the 
new  commission,  instrul^tidns  and  directions  of 
the  most  ample  nature,  and  the  greater  part  of 
their  provisions.  ,Tbb  vessel,  on  the  25th  of 
July,  parted  from  the  rest  of  the  squadron  in  a 
violent  storm,  and  was  wrecked  on  one  of  the 
Bermuda  Islancb  ;  another  small  vessel  foundered 
at  sea  ^  the  seven  others  arrived  safely  at  James- 
town. The  President,  who  was  informed  of  thebr 
arrival  by  his  scouts,  and  who  had  no  expecta- 
tion of  so '  large  a  fleet,  supposed  them  to  be 
Spaniards  coming  td  attack  the  colony,  said  with 
his  udnal  promptness  put  it  in  a  postare  of  de- 
fence. The  Indians  at  this  crisis  gave  the  strong-^ 
est  proof  of  their  good^will,  by  coming  forward 
with  the  greatest  alacrity,  and  offering  to  fight 
side  by  si^  with  the  English  against  their  en- 
emies. , 

These  unfounded  apprjehensions  were  soon  dis- 
sipated, but  only  to  be  replaced  by  substantial 
evils.  With  the  sev^n  ships  came  three  indi- 
viduals, of  whom  the  reader  has  before  heard, 
Ratcl^  (whose  real  name,  as  has  been  stated, 
was  Sickletnore),  Archer,  and  Martin,  all  of 
whom  were  enemies  to /Captain  Smith,  and  had 
so  prejudiced  the  minds  of  their  companions 
against  him,  that  they  were  prepared  to  dislike 
without  ever  having  seen  him.     Their  ships  bad 
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been  greatly  shattered  id  thw  stonDj  passage, 
thOT  proraioiis  were  niBmog  low,  many  of  them 
were  sick,  and  tbej  airived  at  the  seasoo  of  the 
year  most  trying  to  the  constftutioo.  The  great- 
er part  of  the  company,  moreover,  conasted  of 
persons  ^'  moch  fitter,"  as  Stith  says,  "  to  spoil 
or  ruin  a  commonwealth  than  to  help  to  raise 
or  maintain  one."  They  consisted  of  dissipated 
young  men,  exiled  by  their  fiiends  to  escape  a 
worse  destiny  at  home  ;  bankrupt  tradesmen  ; 
needy  adyenturers ;  gentlemen,  lazy,  poor,  and 
proud;  profligate  hangers-on  of  great  men,  and 
the  like. 

A  sc^ie  of  wild  confusion  took  place  Immedi- 
ately upon  their  landing.  They  had  brought 
no  commission  with  them  which  could  supersede 
the  old  one,  and  no  one  could,  with  legal  pro- 
priety, supplant  Captain  Smith.  The  new  com- 
ers, however,  disdained  to  submit  to  his  author- 
ity, prejudiced  as  they  were  against .  him,  and 
looking  with  contempt  upon  the  little  band  of 
colonists,  whom  they  were  sent  to  cast  into  the 
shade. 

He,  at  first,  allowed  them  to  have  every  thing 
in  their  own  way,  and  in  consequence  there  was 
an  entire  end  of  all  government,  discipline,  and 
subordmation.  The  new  comers,  though  having 
neither  the  authority  nor  the  capacity,  under- 
took  to  remodel   the   government.     They   con- 
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ferred  the  chief  power  first  on  one  and  then  on 
another;  Uxiay,  they  administered  the  govern* 
tnent  accc»rding  to  the  dd  commission ;  to-morrow, 
according  to  the  new :  and  the  next  day,  after  a 
new.  fashion  of  their  own.  There  was  no  con- 
sistency, no  responsibility,  and  in  fact  no  govern- 
ment ;  but  instead  of  it  a  wild '  anarchy  and  mis- 
rule, to  which  nothing  but  chao9  could  furnish  a 
parallel. 

The  sensible  and  judicious  part  of  the  com- 
munity, both  of  the  new  comers'  and  of  the  old 
settlers,  perceived  that  this  state  of  things,  if 
long  continued,  would  *.bring  the  colony  to  utter 
ruin,  and,  justly  appreciating  the  distinguished 
merit  of  Captain  Smith,  entreated  him  to  re- 
sume his  abandoned  authority,  and  save  them 
from  destruction^  before  it  was  too  late.  He 
was  himself  so  disgusted  with  the  new  comers 
and  their  proceedings,  that,  had  he  consulted  his 
own  -wishes  alone,  he  would  have  abandoned  the 
country  and  gone  to  England.  But  there  was 
no  alloy  of  selfishness  in  his  nature.  He  felt 
for  the  colony,  of  which  he  was  the  ^ soul  and 
life-blood,  the  pride  and  affection  which  a  par- 
ent feels' for  a  favorite  child.  To  its  prosperity 
he  was  ever  ready  to  sacrifice  his  private  feelings, 
and  he  saw  plainly,  that  the  present  system  would 
end  in  its  ruin. 
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He  felt  emboldened  too  by  the  convictioa  of 
the  fact,  that  he  was  and  had  been  its  legal  head, 
and  that  no  one  bad  any  official  authority  for 
supeiseding  him.  He  did  not  hentate,  theref(»e, 
to  resume  the  station^  which  be  had  for  a  short 
time  tacitly  resigned,  though  in  doing  so  be  ex- 
posed himself  to  infinite  vexations  and  no  Uttle 
actual  danger  from  the  secret  and  open  opposi- 
tion of  his  enemies.  The  most  obstinate  and 
refiractory  of  them  he  cast  into  piispii  for  safe 
keeping,  until  there  was  leisure  for  a  fair  and 
legal  trial.  It  was  thought  expedient  to  divide 
their  numbers,  and  accordin^y  Captain  Martin 
was  sent  with  a  hundred  and  twenty  men  to 
Nansemond,  and  Captain  West  with  the  like  num- 
ber to  the  Falls  of  James  River,  each  receiv- 
ing a  due  proportion  of  provisions  from  the  com- 
mon stock. 

Before  these  settlements  were  planted.  Cap- 
tain Smith,  having  established  a  regular  govern- 
ment, and  being  near  the  end  of  the  year  of  liis 
presidency,  resigned  it  in  favor  of  Martin,  who 
was  the  only  person  that  could  be  chosen  to  the 
office.  He  had  the  good  sense  to  perceive,  that 
be  was  not  qualified  for  so  arduous  a  station,  and, 
restoring  it  to  Captain  Smith  in  less  than  three 
hours,  proceeded  with  his  company  to  Nanse- 
mond. His  experiment  proved  a  total  failure. 
The  Indians  were  kindly  disposed   towards  him, 
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till  his  injudicious  conduct  converted  them  into 
determined  enemies.  They  made  a  successful 
attack  upon  him,  killing  many  of  his  meo,  and 
carrying  off  a  thousand  bushels  of  his  com.  He 
made  a  feeble  resistance,  aod  did  not  attempt  to 
recover  what  he  had  lost,  but  sent  to  Jamestown 
for  thirty  soldiers  to  aid  him.  These  were 
promptly  despatched,  but  he  made  no  use  of 
them  ;  and  they  soon  returned  of  their  own  ac- 
cord, disgusted  with  his  cowardice  and  imbecility. 
Martin  himself  shortly  followed  them,  leaving  his 
company  to  take  care  of  themselves. 

Disasters  also  followed  the  settlement  at  the 
Falls.  It  was  originally  made  in  a  place  eicposed 
to  the  inundations  of  the  river  and  to  other  great 
inconveniences ;  and  Captain  West  returned  to 
Jamestown  to  obtain  advice  and  assistance  in  the 
removal  of  it.  Captain  Smith  immediately  pur- 
chased of  Powhatan  the  place  called  by  his  name, 
which  was  a  short  distance  lower  down  the  river, 
and  went  up  to  the  Falls  himself,  to  superin 
tend  their  establishment  in  their  new  abode.  But 
the  mutinous  and  disorderly  company,  seeing  hin» 
attended  with  o'nly  five  men,  refused  to  obey  his 
orders,  and,  on  his  attempting  to  use  force,  resisted 
him  and  obliged  him  to  take  refuge  on  board  his 
vessel,  having  narrowly  escaped  with  his  life. 

He  remained  here  nine  days,  in  the  hope  that 
they  would  listen  to  reason  and  consult  their  own 
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mterest  in  puttiDg  tbemselves  ander  his  gmd- 
%Dce.  But  they  obsdnately  reiiised  to  the  bst 
The  IndiaoSy  meanwhile,  flocked  around  him 
with  bitter  complaints  of  the  treatment  thej  had 
received  fiom  the  settlers,  saying,  that  thej  had 
robbed  their  gardens,  stolen  their  com,  beaten 
them,  hroken  into  their  houses,  and  carried  off 
some  of  their  people  and  detained  them  prison- 
ers. They  offered  to  assist  him  in  bringing  ^bem 
to  subjection  by  the  strong  arm  of  power,  and 
Udd  him,  that  they  had  borne  these  insults  and 
injuries  from  hb  countrymen  out  of  respect  to 
him ;  but  that  be  must  forgive  them  if  hereafter 
they  defended  themselves  to  the  utmost  of  their 
ability,  and  repeUed  unprovpked  aggressions-  by 
force.  ^ 

Finding  hb  effi>Ets  to  be  unavuling,  Captain 
Smith  departed  ; '  but  bis  vessel  grounded,  after 
she  had  proceeded  about  half  a  league,  a  very 
fortunate  circumstance,  as  the  result  showed. 
For  no  sooner- was  his  badc~  turned,  than  some 
Indians,  not  more  than  twelve  in  number  it  is 
stated,  burning  for  revenge,  assaalted  the  settlers, 
and,  killing  several  stragglers  whom  they  found  in 
the  woods,  struck  such  a  panic  into  the  rest,  that 
they  sent  down  in  great  alarm  to  Captain  Smith, 
offering  to  accede  to  any  terms  that  he  would 
propose,  if  he  would  come  and  assist  them.  He 
returned,  and,  after  piinbhing  sixr  or  seven  of  the 
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chief  offi^nders^y  removed  the  rest  to  Powhatan,  a 
place  every  way  adapted  to  their  purposes,  as  it 
bad  beea  brought  under  cultiyation  by  the  In- 
dians, who  had  also  erected  a  strong  fort  there. 

As  soon  as  they  were  settled  in  their  new 
habitation,  Captain  West  returned  and  began  to 
undo  all  that  bad  been  done^  Captain  Smith, 
unwilling  to  contend  with  him,  opposed  him  in 
DOthing,  hilt  left  him  to  manage  every  thing  in  his 
own  way.  By  his  influence  they  were  induced  to 
return  to  their  former  situation,  for  what  reason 
it  is  not  stated.. 

Captain  Smith  met  with  a  most  unhappy  acci- 
dent as  he  was  returning  to  Jamestown.  While 
he  was  sleeping  in  the  boat,  a  bag  of  powder  lying 
near  him  exploded,  and  tore  and  burned  his  flesh 
in  the  most  shocking  manner.  His  clothed  being 
on  Ere,  he  leaped  overboard  to  quench  the  flames, 
and  was  with  difficulty  rescued  from  drowning. 
In  this  sad  condition  he  arrived  at  Jamestown, 
where  things  were  in  such  a  state  as  to  require 
all  his  faculties  of  mind  and  body.  The  time 
set  for  the  trial  of  Ratcliffe,  Archer,  and  the 
others  who  had  been  imprisoned,  drew  near,  and 
their  guilty  consciences  made  them  shrink  from 
an  inquiry,  about  the  result  of  which  they  could 
entertain  no  doubt.  Seeing  too  the  helpless  state 
of  the  President,  they  entered  into  a  plot  to 
murder  him  in  his  bed ;  but  the  heart  of  the  base 
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their  wickednes,  fnled 

and  he  had  not  tbecoange  to  fire  ^ 

pistol*     Haviog  fiukd  id  this,  thej  iiki il 

to  usoq>  the  govenunent  and  then^  < 
isfameot.  Fevered  and  tonneoted  hj  his 
Captam  Smith  became  weuj  of  this  peipcmii 
ftrug^e  against  the  rioleooe  and  malrf  of  hb 
eoemiesy  and  aS  supportiiig  his  ligfatfiil  aullwiity 
by  ibice  and  severity ;  and  he  novr  dfiuMJid  to 
leturn  to  England^  though  Us  old  fiieofb,  indig- 
nant at  the  treatment  he  had  received,  ofiered  and 
indeed  entreated  to  be  allowed  to  bring  him  the 
headsof  his  foes.  But  he  would  not  pennit  the 
colony  to  be  embroiled  in  a  civil  war  on  his  ao- 
couot.  Hisi  wounds  also  grew  veiy  dangerous, 
from  the  want  of  surgical  aid ;  and  he  bdieved 
that  he  could  never  recover,  unless  he  went  home 
as  soon  as  possible  to  be  cured  there.  He  there- 
£Mre,  in  the  early  part  of  the  autunm  of  1€09, 
departed  from  Virgbia  never  to  return  4o  it  again. 
He  left  behind  him  four  hundred  and  nbety 
colonists,  one  hundred  of  whom  were  trained  and 
expert  soldiers,  three  ships,  seyen  boats,  tw.enty- 
four  pieces  of  ordnance,  three  hundred  muskets 
and  other  arms,  abundance  of  ammunition  and 
tools,  wearing  apparel  sufficient  for  all  their  wants, 
-and  an  ample  stock  of  domestic  animals  and  pro- 
visions. 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 

Remarki  on  Captain  Smithes  Admniitratum 
in  Virginia. 

Captain  Smith  resided  a  kittle,  more  than  two 
years  in  Virginia;  during  one  of  which  he  was 
President  of  the  colony.  The  reader,  who  has 
gone  thus  far  with  me^  will  he  enahled  to  iorm 
a  conception  of  what  he  accomplished,  and  the 
disadvantages  against  which  he  contended.  It  b 
difficult  for  those  who  have  been  reared  on  the  lap 
of  civilization/  and  had  wants  created  by  the  &cil- 
ities  of  gratifying  them,  to  have  a  full  sense  of  the 
labors  and  sufferings  of  the  first  settlers  of  a  new 
country.  Familiar  with  the  luxuries  of  artificial 
life,  they  are  thrown  into  a  situation  where  ani- 
mal existence  can  hardly  he  supported.  Severe 
and  unremitted  toil  wears  down  the  frame  and 
depresses  the  mind.  Famine  often  lays  siege  to 
them,  and  new  and  strange  diseases  prostrate  their 
strength.  A  vague  sense  of  apprehension  ever 
darkens  their  lot,  and  not  a  leaf  stirs,  but  makes 
them  start  with  the  expectation  of  encountering 
some  great  and  unknown  danger. 

The  bright  hopes,  with  which  they  began  their 
enterprise,  are  apt  to  languish  and  die ;  and  their 
hearts  faint  under  the  mfluence  of  that  homesick- 
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nesSy  for  which  there  is  no  medicine  but  a  draught 
of  the  air  of  one's  native  land.  To  be  the  suc- 
cessful leader  of  a  band  o(  new  settlers  under 
the  most  favorable  circumstances^,  requires  an 
extraordinary  combination  of  powers.  He  must 
be  able  to  use  his  hands  as  well  as  his  head,  tp 
act  as  well  as  to  command,  to  show  how  things  are 
to  be  done  as  well  as  to  give  directions  to  do 
them.  He  must  be  able  to  awe  the  refractory,  to 
encourage  the  distrustful,  and  to  cheer  up  the 
drooping.  He  must  have  courage,  fortitude;  self- 
command,  and  perseverance;  he  must  be  just, 
yet  not  stem,  dignified,  yet  affiible  and  easy  of 
approach. 

The  Virginia  colony,  and  its  head  in  particular, 
had  trials  and  perils  of  a  peculiar  nature  to  en- 
counter, in  additidn  to  those  which  they  might 
naturally  have  expected.  In  the  first  place,  they 
were  surrounded  by  numerous  and  powerful  tribes 
of  Indians,  whose  occupation  was  war,  and  who 
were  organized  into  a  powerful  confederacy  under 
a  ruler  of  extraordinary  resources,  the  idol  of  his 
people,  full  of  courage  and  enterprise,  rivalling 
in  dissimulation  the  most  accomplished  European 
diplomatist ;  and,  if  not  the  implacable  enemy  of 
the  whites,  he  has  been  represented  as  being  still 
very  far  from  their  friend,  and,  with  a  prophetic 
spirk,  apparently  realizing  from  the  first,  that 
their  permanent  residence  and  increase  would  in- 
volve the  ruin  of  bis  own  people. 
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As  we  have  seen,  too,  Captain  Smith  had 
much  to  contend  against  in  the  characters  of  many 
of  the  settlers  themselves,  whom  the  old  world 
seems  to  have  shaken  off,  as  being  too  Worth- 
less and  desperate  to  be  any  longer  tolerated  at 
home.  They  were  6ontinually  irritating  him  by 
their  surly  opposition,  and  infecting  the  well- 
disposed  by  their  ill  example  ;  for  labors  and 
hardships  are  much  lightened  when  they  are 
shared  by  all.  Instead  of  receiving  aid  from  the 
council  at  home,  they  were  to  him  a  source  rf 
unmixed  vexation  and  disappointment. 

Chagrined  by  the  fidlure  of  >  their  visionary 
hopes,  with  a  truly  consistent  selfishness  they 
abandoned  to  unwarrantable  neglect  the  settlers, 
whom  they  had  sent  into  a  howling  wilderness, 
taking  no  pains  to  provide  for  their  wants,  and, 
by  their  absurd  exactions,  making  the  expeditions 
they  sent  out  to  them  a  tax  and  a  burden. 
Captain  Smith  they  honoredf  with  peculiar  dislike, 
because  he  preferred  the  interests  of  the  colony 
to  their  own  ;  believing  all  that  his  enemies  could 
say  of  him,  giving  him  reproof  where  honor  was 
due,  and  finally  depriving  him  of  hfs  command, 
at  the  very  moment,  when  by  his  extraordinary 
exertions,  he  had  established  the  colony  upon  a 
firm  basis,  and  could  look  confidently  forward  to 
its  steady  increase  and  continued  prosperity. 
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It  is  hardly  possible  for  Captain  Smith's  ser- 
▼loes  to  the  colony  to  be  exaggerated.  Nothing 
but  the  force  of  his  character  could  have  con- 
ducted it  through  so  loany  difficulties  and  dan- 
gers. Upon  his  sbgle  life  its  existence  hung^ 
and  without  hira  the  enterprise  5<^ould  have  .been 
relinquished  again  and  agaib,  as.  in  the  case  of 
the  settlements  on  the  coast  of  North  Carolina^ 
and  the  establishment  of  a  permanent  colony  in 
America  would  have  been  delayed  to  an  inde- 
finite period,  since  every  unsuccessful  attempt 
would  have  been  a  fresh  discouragement  to  such 
an  undertaking.  It  is  easy  to  be  seen  that  be 
embraced  the  interests  of  the  colony  with  the 
whole  force  of  his  fervid  and  enthusiastic  char- 
acter. He  was  its  right  eye  and  its  right  arm. 
In  its  service  he  displayed  a  perseverance,  which 
no  obstacles  could  dishearten,  a  couragis,  which 
bordered  upon  rashness,  and  a  fertility  of  resour- 
ces, which  never  left  him  at  a  loss  for  remedies 
against  every  disaster,  and  for  the  means  of  extri- 
cating himself  from  eyery  diMculty  and  embar- 
rassment. 

It  is  curious  to  observe  that  he  seemed  not 
only  to  superintend,  but  to  do  every  thing.  His 
official  dignity  never  eticumbered  him  when  any 
thing  was  to  be  done.  We  find  him,  at  one  time, 
cutting  down  trees  with  his  own  hands;  at  another, 
heading  an  exploring  expedition,  venturing,  with  a 
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few  timid  followers  in  an  open  bark,  into  unknown 
regions  densely  peopled  with  savage  tribes;  and 
at  another,  marching  with  a  few  soldiers  to  pro- 
cure provisionis,  and  sleeping  on  the  bare  ground 
in  the  depth-  of  winter.  He  had  the  advantage 
of  possessing  an  iron  frame  and  a  constitution 
whiph  was  proof  against  sickness  and  exposure ; 
so  that^  while,  others  were  'fiunt,  droopng,  and 
weary,  he  was  vigorous,  unexhausted,  ready  to 
grapple  with  danger,  and  contemplating  every 
enterprise  with  cheerfiil  confidence  in  the  result. 

In  the  government  df  his  colony  he  was  rigid- 
ly  impartial,  just,  and,  as  might  be  efxpected  from 
one  who  had  so  long  been  a  soldier,  strict  even 
to.  seveifity.  T%is  was  indeed  one  of  the  objec« 
tions  made  to  his  administration  by  the  council  in 
England,  and  it  without  doubt  created  him  many 
enemies  in  Jamestown.  But  the  intelligent  rea- 
der, will  find  for  him  a  sufficient  apology  in  the 
desperate  character  of  many  of  the  settlers,  and 
in  the  absolute  necessity  of  implicit  subordination, 
which  their  situation  required. 

The  whole  power  was  centred  in  hb  "own 
person,  and  a  refusal  to  obey  him  was  a  refusal 
to  obey  the  lawjs,  upon  which  their  safety  and 
even  exbtence  depended.  His  severity  arose 
from  a  sense  of  duty,  and  no  one.  ever  accused 
him  of  being  wantonly  cruel  or  revengeful.  No 
man  was  more  ready  to  forgive   offences,  aimed 
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at  himself  personally^  a  striking  proof  of  which 
]Sy  that  we  hear  of  no  punishments  being  inflicted 
on  the  dastardly  wretches  who  attempted  to  as- 
sassinate him,  as  he  was  lying  helpless  from  bb 
wounds,  during  th.e  last  days  of  his  administration. 

His  conduct  to  the  Indians,  though  not  always 
dictated  by  a  spirit  of  Christian  justice  or  brother- 
hood/will  be  found  very  honorable  to  him,  if 
tried  by  the  standard  of  the  opinions  of  his  day. 
Here,  too,  his  apology  must  be  found  in  the  pecu- 
liar circumstances  in  which  he  was  placed.  He 
was  not  the  head  of  a  powerful  body,  naeetmg 
and  trading  with  the  Indians  on  terms  of  equal 
ity,  but  of  a  feeble  band,  whom  they,  if  they 
had  known  their  own  strength,  might  have  crush- 
ed in  a  moment.  The  passion  of  fear  is  the 
parent  of  cruelty  and  of  treachery.  Itivas  nec- 
essary (or  at  least  it  was  deemed  so)  to  overawe 
the  Indians,  to  strike  terror  into  them ;  and,  if  the 
means  resorted  to  for  accomplishing  these  ends 
were  not  strictly  justifiable,  there,  was  at  least  an 
excuse  for  them. 

The  English  were  also  more  than  once  threat- 
ened with  famine,  while  their  Indian  neighbors 
were  generally  well  supplied  with  provisions ;  and 
reascm  and  experience  tell  us  that  starving  men 
will  not  be  very  nice  in  their  expedients  to  obtain 
food,  or  cooUy  examine  into  the  right  and  wrong 
of  ineasures,  when  a  fierce  animal  instinct  is  goad- 
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mg  them  on.  Captain  Smith,  by  his  prudence 
and  firmness,  established  a  most  harmonious  feel- 
ing between  the  two  races. 

The  respect  of  the  Indians  for  him  hardly 
stopped  short  of  idolatry.  His  great  qualities 
were  evident  to  these  untutored  children  of  na- 
ture, and  their  reverence  was  the  instinctive  hom- 
age which  was  paid  to  innate  superiority.  This  is 
alone  sufficient  to  prove  that  he  never  treated  the 
Indians,  even  as  they  thought,  with  injustice,  cru- 
elty, or  caprice ;  had  it  been  so,  he  never  would 
have  been  so  admired  and  honored  by  a  race  of 
men  who  are  proverbial  for  never  forgetting  an 
injury. 

The  genuine  merits  of  Captam  Smith,  as  a  pre- 
siding officer,  can  jtnly  be  fairly  estimated  by  com- 
paring him  with  others.  We  have  seen  that  when- 
ever he  departs  from  Jamestown  every  thing  is 
thrown  into  confusion,  and  that,  as  soon  as  he  re- 
turns, order  is  restored  and  the  jarring  notes  of  dis^ 
cord  cease  to  be  heard.  As  none  but  himself  could 
bend  the  bow  of  Ulysses,  so  no  one  was  capable 
of  sustdning  the  office  of  President  for  a  single 
day  but  Captain  Smith.  We  have  seen  in  what 
difficulties  and  embarassments  Captain  Martin  at 
Nansemond  and  Captain  West  at  the  Falls  sever- 
ally involved  themselves ;  and  from  this  specimen 
we  may  draw  "  ominous  conjecture "  of  what 
would  have  been  the  fate  of  the  whole  colony, 
had  either  of  these  gentlemen  been  at  its  head. 
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CoBpaie  abo  the 
drtioo  to  CKplare  the 
pooDpoiis  nmcli  into  toe  ( 
■I  which  his  frBoie  ' 
of  soooefli  were  ample.    The 
tores  of  the  oolaoj,  too,  a&er  he, 
iDoriog  spirity  had  departed,  are  in 
tfleaUd  eiM^Mniuiu  opoo  his 
cessfiil  admhnstiatioB. 

The  reader  may  have  some  coiiuMiy  to  koow 
iriiat  became  of  the  Genuaos,  whose  Ueathei/ 
and  mifloooduct  we  hare  so  o6ea  been  obliged  to 
record.  One  of  them^  by  name  Samtiei,  never 
returned  to  the  English  fiom  the  time  he  first  left 
them,  but  spent  his  days  in  Powhatan's  service. 
Another,  named  Adam,  returned,  upoo  promise 
of  pgrdon,  at  the  time  of  Voldaj's  oonsjnracy. 
During  the  troubles  in  the  colony  -after  die  ar- 
rival of  the  last  expedition,  he,  with  another  of 
bb  countrymen,  named  Francis,  taking  advan* 
tage  of  the  general  confusion,  fled  again  to  Pow- 
hatan, promising  that  they  wbald  do  wonders  for 
him  at  the  arrival  of  Lord  Delaware.  But  the 
savage  monarch,  with  that  sagacity  and  eleva- 
tion of  character  which  were  peculiar  to  him, 
told  them  that  the  men,  who  were  ready  to  be- 
tray Captain  Smith  to  him,  would  certainly  be- 
tray him  to  Lord  Delaware,  if  they  could  gmn 
any  thing  thereby,  and  immediately  ordered  their 
brains  to  be  beaten  out. 
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As  to  Volday  himself,  he  contrived  to  go  to 
[England,' where  he  imposed  upon  many  merchants 
v^ith  stories  of  the  rich  mines  he  had  discovered 
and  of  how  much  he  could  enrich  them,  so  that 
he  was  sent  out  with  Lord  Delaware ;  but,  his 
real  character  being  discovered  and  his  falsehoods 
detected,  he  died  in  misery  and  disgrace* 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

Captain  Smithes  First  Voyage  to  New  England. 

F.ROM  the  time  of  Captain  Siiiith's  departure 
from  Virginia,  till  the  year  1614,  there  is  a 
chasm  in  his  biography.  So  active  a  -mind  as 
his  could  not  have  been  idle  during  that  time, 
butj  unfortunately,  no  records  are  preserved  of 
what  he  attempted  or  accomplished.  We  have 
every  reason  to  suppose  that  his  favorite  subject 
of  settling  the  American  continent  occupied  a 
large  portio;i  of  his  ^  time  and  thoughts.  H» 
distinguished  reputation,  and  bis  great  knowledge 
and  experience  upon  that  head,  would  naturally 
point  him  out  as  the  most  proper  person  in  Eng- 
land to  be  consulted  by  tnose  who  had  any 
projects   of  the   kind   in   contemplation,   and   as 
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tbe  besi  qualified  to  take  a  part  in  thoni  kim- 
seir. 

In  1614,  probaUy  by  his  advice  aod  at  \k 
suggestJOii,  an  expedition  was  fitted  out  bj  sone 
London  merchants,  in  tbe  expense  of  which  he 
also  shared,  for  die  puiposes  of  trade  and  cBs- 
Goverj  in  New  England,  or,  as  it  was  ibeo 
called,  North  *  YirgiDia.  An  attempt  had  been 
made  to  establish  a  colony  on  the  coast  cf  Maine, 
by  tbe  Plymouth  company  as  eariy  as  1607, 
and  forty-five  individuals  passed  the  winter  there. 
As  the  winter  of  1607  —  8  was  remarkably  se- 
vere all  over  the  Vorld,  we  can  easily  imagine 
their  auff^fings ;  and  shall  not  be  surprised  to 
learn,  that  they  abandoned  tbe  enterprise,  and 
letumed  to  England  in  the  &rst  vessel  which 
was  sent  out  to  them*  They  gave  a  most  un- 
favorable account  of  the  country,  describing  it  as 
cold,  barren,  and  locky  in  the  extreme.  Dis- 
heartened, k  would  se§m,  by  these  representa- 
tions, the  company  for  sprne  years  confined  their 
ejSbrts  to  one  or  two  voyages,  the  objects  of 
which  were,  to  eatcb  fi3h  and  traffic  with  the 
Indians,  till,  a?  we  bav0  stated,  they  associated 
with  tbe.oiselves  the  enterprising  genius  of  Cap- 
tain Smith, 

In  March,  1614,  he  set  sail  fi-om  London  with 
two  ships,  one  commanded  by  himself,  an4  the 
other  by  Captain  Thomas  Hunt.     They  arrived. 


CAPTAIN    JOUN     SMITH.  355 

April  30th,  at  the  island  of  Manhegin  on  the 
coast  o[  Maine,  where  they  built  seven  boats. 
The  purposes,  for  which  they  were  sent,  were  to 
capture  whales  and  to  search  for  niines  of  gold 
or  copper^  which  were  said  to  be  there,  and,  if 
these  failed,  to  make  up  a  cargo  of  fish  and 
furs. 

Of  mines  they  found  no  indications,  and  they 
found  whale-fishing  a  "costly  conclusion";  for, 
although  they  saw  many,  and  chased  them  too, 
they  succedded  in  takfng  none.  They  thus  lost 
the  best  part  of  the  fishing  season;  but,  after 
giving  up  their  gigantic  game,  they  diligently 
employed  the  months  of  July  and  August  in 
taking  and  curing  cod-fish,  an  humble,  but  more 
certain  prey.  While  the  crew  were  thus  em- 
ployed, Captain  Shiith,  with  eight  men  m  a 
small  boat^  surveyed  and  examined  the  whole 
coast,  from  Penobscot  .io  Cape  Cod,  trafficking 
with  the  Indians  for  furs,  and  twice  fighting  with 
them,  and  taking  such  observations  of  the  prom- 
inent points,  as  enabled  him  to  construct  a  map 
of  the  country.  He  then  sailed  for  England, 
where  he  arrived  in.  August,  within  six  months 
after  his  departure. 

He  left  Captain  Hunt  behind  him,  with  orders 
to  dispose  of  his  cargo  of  fish  in  Spain.  Un- 
fortunately, Hunt  was  a  sordid  and  unprincipled 
miscreant,   who  resolved   to  make  bis  country- 
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■KB  ofioos  to  the  Indans,  and  thus  ptereDt  Ae 
cstablfshmeat  of  a  pernmient  cdooj,  which  waidd 
tfiminbh  the  brve  gains  he  and  a  few  odieis  de- 
rived bj  mooopoiiziDg  a  hicrative  traffic.  For 
this  purpose,  having  decoyed  tweoty-ibur  of  the 
Dalives  oo  board  his  ship,  he  earned  them  off  and 
sold  them  as  slaves  in  the  port  of  Malaga. 

History,  finitfiil  as  it  is  in  narratives  of  iojustice, 
oppressKxiy  and  crimes,  has  teooided  few  acts  so 
in£mioiis  as  thb.  He  was  indignantly  dismissed 
from  he  office  by  his  employers,  when  they  heard 
of  his  guilt ;  but  this  could  not  undo  the  mischief 
which  had  been  done,  nor  prevent  its  evil  conse- 
quences. The  outrage  sunk  deep  into  the  hearts 
of  the  Indians,  and,  with  the  indiscrimioating  ven- 
geance of  savage  natures,  they  visited  their  wrongs 
in  after  times  upon  innocent  heads,  because  they 
belonged  to  that  bated  race  with  whom  their  ear- 
ly associations  were  so  tragical. 

Captain  Smith,  upon  bis  return,  presented  his 
map  of  the  country  between  Penobscot  and  Cape 
Cod  to  Prince  Charles  (afterwards  Charles  the 
First),  with  a  request  that  he  would  substitute 
others,  instead  of  the  "  barbarous  names "  which 
had  been  given  to  particular  places.  Smith  him- 
self gave  to  the  country  the  name  of  New  England, 
as  be  expressly  states,  and  not  Prince  Charles,  as 
IS  commonly  supposed.  With  his  request  Prince 
Charles  graciously  complied,  and  made  many  al- 
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terations  in  the  nomenclature,  which  were  gen- 
erally marked  by  good  taste.  The  name  which 
Smith  had  given  to  Cape  Ann,  was  Cape  Traga* 
bigzanda,  iit  honor  of  bis  Turkish  mistress,  whom 
I  hope  my  readers  have  not  forgotten.  Those, 
who  have  occasion  to  pronounce  the  name  fre- 
quently, will  congratulate  themselves  on  the 
change.  Cape  Cod,  the  name  given  by  Gos* 
Dold,  was  altered  by  the  Prince  to  Cape  James, 
in  honor  of  his  father;  but  posterity  has  per- 
tinaciously adhered  to  the  old,  homely  title,  in 
spite  of  the  double  claims  of  the  n^w  one,  as 
being  the  g[iame  of  a  king  and  bestowed  by  a 
prince.  With  his  characteristic  modesty.  Smith 
had  given  his  own  name  xyn\y  to  a  small  cluster 
of  islands,  which  the  Prince  did  not  alter ;  but, 
by  some  strange  caprice,  they  are  now  called  the 
Isles  of  Shoals,  a  change  which  has  neither  jus- 
tice nor  taste  to  reconunend'  it. 

The  first  port,  into  which  Captain  Smith  put 
on  his  return  to  England,  was  Plymouth.  There 
he  related  his  adventures  to  some  of  his  friends, 
"  who,"  he  says,  "  as  I  supposed,  were  interested 
in  the  dead  patent  of  this  unregarded  country." 
The  Plymouth  company  of  adventurers  to  North 
Virginia,  by  flattering  hopes  and  large  promises 
induced  him  to  engage  his  services  to  them.  Up- 
on his  arrival  in  London,  overtures  were  made 
to  him  by  bis  old  employers,  the  South  Virginia 
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oocnpany,  who  had  probably,  by  experience  of 
others,  kanied  to  form  a  more  just  estimate  d 
bis  meiits  and  abilities ;  but  these,  od  account 
of  his  preTious  engagement,  he  was  constraiDed 
to  decline.  His  refusal  seems  to  have  given  some 
<^iice  to  those  whose  good  opinion  he  valued ; 
ibr  he  takes  pains  to  state,  that  it  proceeded 
from  no  disinclinalkm  to  them  ex*  their  cause, 
but  he  considered  himself  in  honor  bound  to  the 
PiTinouth  company. 


CHAPTER  XV. 

Captain  Snd^  sails  a  Seamd  Time  for  New 
England.  —  L  taken  by  a  French  Squadron 
and  carried  to  France.  —  Makes  his  Escape. 
—  Arrives  in  England; — Publishes  his  De- 
scription of  New  Englandi 

Whew  Captain  Smith  left  Plymouth  for  Lon- 
don, it  was  with  the  understanding  that  be  should 
return  to  the  former  place  at  Christmas  and 
take  charge  of  an  expedition  of  four  ships,  which 
the  company  were  to  furnish  him.  The  London 
company  made  him  an  ofier  of  the  same  nature, 
which,  as  we  have  stated,  he  was  obliged  to  de« 
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dine.  He  endeavored  to  ipduce  the  two  com- 
panies to  fit  out  an  expedition  in  common,  ttx 
which  there  were  many  inducements. 

The  Londoners  had  the  most  capital,  but  the 
men  of  Plymouth  were  better  acquainted  with 
the  art  of  taking  and  curing  fish,  and  could  more 
easily  fit  out  vessels  for  that  object ;  so  that  it  was 
desirable  th^t  funds  should  be  raised  in  London 
i]\  behalf  of  an  expedition  which  should  sail  from 
Plymouth.  Besides^  as  Captain  Smith  says,  **  k 
is  near  as  much  trouble,  but  much  more  danger, 
to  sail  from  London  to  Plymouth,  than  from  Ply- 
mouth to  New  England,  so  that  half  the  voyage 
would  be  thus  saved."  This  project,  though  re- 
commended by  reason  and  expediency,  could  nev- 
er be  realized  on  account  of  the  absurd  jealousy 
which  the  two  companies  entertained  towards  each 
other,  and  the  unwillingness  of  either  to  give  pre- 
cedence to  the  other. 

Early  in  January,  1615,  Captain  Smith,  with 
two  hundred  pounds  in  his  pocket,  and  attended 
by  six  of  his  friends,  left  London  for  Plymouth, 
expecting  to  find  the  four  ships  waiting  for  him. 
But  his  sanguine  expectations  were  destined  to 
be  xlisappointed.  The  ill  success  of  the  expe- 
dition, which  sailed  the  June  previous  from  the 
Isle  of  Wight,  under  the  command  of  Harley  and 
Holson,  occasioned  by  the  flame  of  excitement 
which  the  outrage  of  Hunt  had  kindled  in  the  In- 
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It  is  hardly  possible  for  Captain  Smith's  ser- 
vices to  the  colony  to  be  exaggerated.  Nothing 
but  the .  force  of  his  character  could  have  c(xi- 
ducted  it  through  so  luany  difficulties  and  dan- 
gers. Upon  his  single  life  its  existence  hung, 
and  without  hira  the  enterprise  5<^ould  have  .been 
relinquished  again  and  agaiti,  as.  in  the  case  of 
the  settlements  on  the  coast  of  North  Carolina, 
and  the  establishment  of  a  permanent  colony  in 
America  would  have  been  delayed  to  an  inde- 
finite period,  since  every  unsuccessful  attempt 
would  have  been  a  fresh  discouragement  to  such 
an  undertaking.  It  is  easy  to  be  seen  that  be 
embraced  the  interests  of  the  colony  with  the 
whole  force  of  his  fervid  and  enthusiastic  char- 
acter. He  was  its  right  eye  and  its  right  arm. 
In  its  service  he  displayed  a  perseverance,  which 
no  obstacles  could  dishearten,  a  couragis,  which 
bordered  upon  rashness,  and  a  fertility  of  resour- 
ces, which  never  left  him  at  a  loss  for  remedies 
against,  every  disaster,  and  for  the  means  of  extri- 
cating himself  from  eyery  diMculty  and  embar- 
rassment. 

It  is  curious  to  observe  that  he  seemed  not 
only  to  superintend,  but  to  do  every  thing.  His 
official  dignity  never  encumbered  him  when  any 
thing  was  to  be  done.  We  find  hira,  at  one  time, 
cutting  down  trees  with  his  own  hands;  at  another, 
heading  an  exploring  expedition,  venturing,  with  a 
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few  timid  followers  in  an  open  bark,  into  unknown 
regions  densely  peopled  with  savage  tribes;  and 
at  another,  marching  with  a  few  soldiers  to  pro- 
cure provisions,  and  sleeping  on  the  bare  ground 
in  the  depth  of  winter.  He  had  the  advantage 
of  possessing  an  iron  frame  and  a  constitution 
whiph  was  proof  against  sickness  and  exposure ; 
so  that^  while,  others  were  famt,  drooping,  and 
weary,  he  was  vigqroos,  unexhausted,  ready  to 
grapple  with  danger,  and  contemplating  every 
enterprise  with  cheerful  confidence  in  the  result. 

In  the  government  of  his  colony  he  was  rigid- 
ly impartial,  just,  and,  as  might  be  expected  from 
one  who  bad  so  long  been  a  soldier,  strict  even 
to,  seventy.  TJiis  was  mdeed  one  of  the  objec- 
tions made  to  his  administration  by  the  council  in 
Ekigland,  and  it  without  doubt  created  him  many 
enemies  in  Jaxnestown.  But  the  intelligent  rea- 
der, will  find  for  him  a  snfficieiit  apology  in  the 
desperate  character  of  many  of  the  settlers,  and 
in  the  absolute  necessity  of  implicit  subordination, 
which  their  situation  required. 

The  whole  power  was  centred  in  his  "own 
person,  and  a  refusal  to  obey  him  was  a  refusal 
to  obey  the  laws,  upon  which  their  safety  and 
even  exbtence  depended^  His  severity  arose 
from  a  sense  of  duty,  and  no  one.  ever  accused 
him  of  being  wantonly  cruel  or  revengeful.  No 
man  was  more  ready  to  forgive  offences,  aimed 

Hh 
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at  hunself  personally ;  a  striking  proof  of  wbicb 
by  that  we  hear  of  no  punishments  being  inflicted 
on  the  dastardly  wretches  who  attempted  to  as- 
saasinate  him,  as  he  was  lying  helpless  from  his 
woundsy  during  tKe  last  days  of  his  administration. 

His  conduct  to  the  Indians,  though  not  always 
dictated  by  a  spirit  of  Christian  justice  or  brother- 
boody  will  be  found  very  honorable  to  him,  if 
tried  by  the  standard  of  the  opinions  of  his  day. 
Here,  too,  his  apology  must  be  found  in  the  pecu- 
liar circumstances  in  which  he  was  placed.  He 
was  not  the  head  of  a  powerful  body,  meeting 
and  trading  with  the  Indians  aa  terms  of  equal 
ity,  but  of  a  feeble  band,  whom  they,  if  they 
had  known  their  own  strength,  might  have  crush- 
ed in  a  moment.  The  passion  of  fear  is  the 
parent  of  cruelty  and  of  treachery.  It  was  nec- 
essary (or  at  least  it  was  deemerd  so)  to  overawe 
the  Indians,  to  strike  terror  into  them ;  and,  if  the 
means  resorted  to  for  accomplishing  these  ends 
were  not  strictly  justifiable,  there  was  at  least  an 
excuse  for  them. 

The  English  were  also  more  than  once  threat- 
ened with  famine,  while  their  Indian  neighbors 
were  generally  well  supplied  with  provbions  ;  and 
reason  and  experience  tell  us  that  starving  men 
will  not  be  very  nice  in  their  expedients  to  obtain 
food,  or  coolly  examine  into  the  right  and  wrong 
of  ineasures,  when  a  fierce  animal  instinct  is  goad- 
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tng  them  on.  Captain  Smith ,  by  his  prudence 
and  firmness,  established  a  most  harmonious  feel- 
ing between  the  two. races. 

The  respect  of  the  Indians  for  him  hardly 
stopped  short  of  idolatry..  His  great  qnalities 
were  evident  to  these  untutored  children  of  na- 
ture, and  their  reverence  was  the  instinctive  hom- 
age which  was  paid  to  innate  superiority.  This  is 
alone  sufficient  to  prove  that  he  never  treated  the 
Indians,  even  as  they  thought,  with  injustice,  cru- 
elty, or  caprice ;  had  it  been  so,  he  never  would 
have  been  so  admired  and  honored  by  a  race  of 
men  who  are  proverbial  for  never  forgetting  an 
injury. 

The  genuine  merits  of  Captain  Smith,  as  a  pre- 
siding officer,  can  J0nly  be  fairly  estimated  by  com- 
paring him  with  others.  We  have  seen  that  when- 
ever he  departs  from  Jamestown  every  thing  is 
thrown  into  confusion,  and  that,  as  soon  as  he  re- 
turns, order  b  restored  and  the  jarring  notes  of  dis- 
cord cease  to  be  heard.  As  none  but  himself  could 
bend  the  bow  of  Ulysses,  so  no  one  was  capable 
of  sustaining  the  office  of  President  for  a  single 
day  but  Captain  Smith.  We  have  seen  in  what 
difficulties  and  embarassments  Captain  Martin  at 
Nansemond  and  Captain  West  at  the  Falls  sever- 
ally involved  themselves ;  and  fixwn  this  specimen 
we  may  draw  "  ominous  conjecture "  of  what 
would  have  been  the  fate  of  the  whole  colony, 
had  either  of  these  gentlemen  been  at  its  head. 
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the  icmks  of  his  farilEant  expe- 
^  tbe  Chenpoke  with  Newport's 
pcmsoos  sHTch  xCD  the  oamUj  of  the  Monacans, 
I  was  s  wiefched  s  his  means 
Tlie  nisenble  adven- 
ifter  he,  its  nding  and 
themselves  a 
and  soc- 


have  aosae  cmoBilj  to  know 
of  the  fifiaiMi^  whose  treacfaeiy 
we  have  so  o6ew  been  obGged  to 
Rcotd.  Ote  of  these,  tj  oanoe  Ssmud,  never 
RCJTBed  K>  the  En^feh  from  the  time  he  fiist  left 
thmx  hot  speat  his  dajs  iw  Powhatan's  servkre. 
Anotber^  aaaaed  Adssa,  letmned,  upon  promise 
of  parAan,  at  the  tine  of  Volday's  oonsinracy. 
IXino^  the  tnxiUes  in  the  colony  -after  die  ar- 
rival  of  the  bst  expedkion,  he,  with  another  of 
his  ooannrmen,  named  Fkands,  taking  advan- 
ta^  of  the  general  confasion,  fled  again  to  Pow- 
hatan, pramising  that  they  wonld  do  wonders  for 
hkn  at  the  airival  of  I^oid  Delaware.  But  the 
savage  monareh,  with  that  sagacity  and  eleva* 
tion  of  character  which  were  peculiar  to  him^ 
toM  them  that  the  men,  who  were  ready  to  be- 
tray Captain  Smith  to  him,  would  certainly  be- 
tray him  to  Lord  Delaware,  if  they  could  gain 
any  thing  thereby,  and  immediately  ordered  their 
hraias  to  be  beaten  out. 
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As  to  Volday  himself,  he  contrived  to  go  to 
England/ where  he  imposed  upon  many  merchants 
with  stories  of  the  rich  mines  he  had  discovered 
and  of  how  much  he  could  enrich  them,  so  that 
he  was  sent  out  with  Liord  Delaware ;  but,  his 
real  character  being  discovered  and  his  falsehoods 
detected,  he  died  in  misery  and  disgrace. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

Captain  Smithes  First  Voyage  to  New  England. 

F.ROM  the  time  of  Captain  Siiiith's  departure 
from  Virginia,  till  the  year  1614,  there  is  a 
chasm  in  his  biography.  So  active  a  -mind  as 
his  could  not  have  been  idle  during  that  time, 
butj  unfortunately,  no  records  are  preserved  of 
what  he  attempted  or  accomplished.  We  have 
every  reason  to  suppose  that  his  favorite  subject 
of  settling  the  American  coptinent  occupied  a 
large  portion  of  his  Mime  and  thoughts.  Hiis 
distinguished  reputation,  and  bis  great  knowledge 
and  experience  upon  that  head,  would  naturally 
point  him  out  as  the  most  proper  person  in  Eng- 
land to  be  consulted  by  those  who  bad  any 
projects   of  the   kind   in   contemplation,   and   as 
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«dMr  br  Capttb  IVnas  Hunt.    Hmj  airived, 
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April  30th,  at  the  island  of  Manhegin  od  the 
coast  of  Maine,  where  they  built  seven  boats. 
The  purposes,  for  which  they  were  sent,  were  to 
capture  whales  and  to  search  for  mines  of  gold 
or  copper^  which  were  said  to  be  there,  and,  if 
these  failed,  to  make  up  a  cargo  of  fish  and 
furs. 

Of  mines  they  found  no  indications,  and  they 
found  whale-fishing  a  "costly  conclusion'';  for, 
although  they  saw  many,  and  chased  them  too, 
they  succeeded  in  takrng  none.  They  thus  lost 
the  best  part  of  the  fishing  season;  but,  after 
giving  up  their  gigantic  game,  they  diligently 
employed  the  months  of  July  and  August  in 
taking  and  curing  cod-fish,  an  humble,  but  more 
certain  prey.  While  the  crew  were  thus  em- 
ployed, Captain  Stnith,  with  eight  men  in  a 
small  boat^  surveyed  and  .  examined  the  whole 
coast,  from  Penobscot, to  Cape  Cod,  trafficking 
with  the  Indians  for  furs,  and  twice  fighting  with 
them,  and  taking  such  observations  of  the  prom- 
inent points,  as  enabled  him  to  construct  a  map 
of  the  country.  He  then  sailed  for  England, 
where  he  arrived  iD.  August,  within  six  months 
after  his  departure. 

He  left  Captain  Hunt  behind  him,  with  orders 
to  dispose  of  his  cargo  of  fish  in  Spain.  Un- 
fortunately, Hunt  was  a  sordid  and  unprincipled 
miscreant,   who  resolved   to  make  bis  country- 
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men  odioiis  to  the  Indians,  and  thus  prevent  the 
establbhroeDt  of  a  pennanent  colony,  which  would 
diminbh  the  large  gains  he  and  a  few  others  de- 
rired  by  monopolizing  a  lucrative  traffic.  For 
this  purpose,  having  decoyed  twenty-four  of  the 
natives  on  board  his  ship,  he  carried  them  off  and 
sold  them  as  slaves  in  the  port  of  Malaga. 

History,  fruitful  as  it  is  in  narratives  of  injustice, 
oppression,  and  crimes,  has  recorded  few  acts  so 
infiuraous  as  thb.  He  was  indignantly  dismissed 
from  hb  oflSce  by  his  employers,  when  they  heard 
of  his  guilt ;  but  this  could  not  undo  the  mischief 
which  had  been  done,  nor  prevent  its  evil  conse- 
quences. The  outrage  sunk  deep  into  the  hearts 
of  the  Indians,  and,  with  the  indiscriminating  ven- 
geance of  savage  natures,  they  visited  their  wrongs 
in  after  times  upon  innocent  heads,  because  they 
belonged  to  that  hated  race  with  whom  their  ear- 
ly associations  were  so  tragical. 

Captain  Smith,  upon  his  return,  presented  his 
map  of  the  country  between  Penobscot  and  Cape 
Cod  to  Prince  Charies  (afterwards  Charles  the 
First),  with  a  request  that  he  would  substitute 
others,  instead  of  the  '*  barbarous  names "  which 
had  been  given  to  particular  places.  Smith  him- 
self gave  to  the  country  the  name  of  New  Eiigland, 
as  he  expressly  states,  and  not  Prince  Charles,  as 
IS  commonly  supposed.  With  his  request  Prince 
Charies  graciously  complied,  and  made  many  al- 
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teratiODS  in  the  DoiDeDclature^  which  were  gen- 
erally marked  by  good  taste.  The  name  which 
Smith  had  given  to  Cape  Ann,  was  Cape  Traga- 
bigzanda,  iri  honor  of  bis  Turkish  mistress,  whom 
I  hope  my  readers  have  not  forgotten.  Those^ 
who  have  occasion  to  pronounce  the  name  fre- 
quently, will  congratulate  themselves  on  the 
change.  Cape  Cod,  the  name  given  by  Gos- 
nold,  was  altered  by  the  Prince  to  Cape  James, 
in  honor  of  his  father;  but  posterity  has  per- 
tinaciously adhered  to  the  old,  homely  title,  in 
spite  of  the  double  claims  of  the  n^w  one,  as 
being  the  4iame  of  a  king  and  bestowed  by  a 
prince.  With  his  characteristic  modesty.  Smith 
bad  given  bis  own  name  t>nly  to  a  small  cluster 
of  islands,  which  the  Prince  did  not  alter ;  but, 
by  some  strange  caprice,  they  are  now  called  the 
Isles  of  Shoals,  a  change  which  has  neither  jus- 
tice nor  taste  to  reconunend  it. 

The  first  port,  into  which  Captain  Smith  put 
on  his  return  to  England,  was  Plymouth.  There 
he  related  his  adventures  to  some  of  his  friends, 
«  who,"  he  says,  "  as  I  supposed,  were  interested 
in  the  dead  patent  of  this  unregarded  country." 
The  Plymouth  company  of  adventurers  to  North 
Virginia,  by  flattering  hopes  and  large  promises 
induced  him  to  engage  his  services  to  them.  Up- 
on hb  arrival  in  London,  overtures  were  made 
to  him  by  bis  old  employers,  the  South  Virginia 
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at  hioiself  personally ;  a  striking  prpof  of  wiiicb 
13,  that  we  hear  of  no  punishments  being  inBicted 
on  the  dastardly  wretches  who  attempted  to  as- 
sassmate  him,  as  he  was  lying  helpless  fipom  his 
wounds,  during  th.e  laist  days  of  his  administration. 

His  conduct  to  the  Indians,  though  not  always 
dictated  by  a  spirit  of  Christian  justice  or  brother* 
hood,  will  be  found  very  honorable  to  him,  if 
tried  by  the  standard  of  the  opinions  of  his  day. 
Here,  too,  his  apology  must  be  found  in  the  pecu- 
liar circumstances  in  which  he  was  placed.  He 
was  not  the  head  of  a  powerful  body,  meeting 
and  trading  with  the  Indians  on  terms  of  equal 
ity,  but  of  a  feeble  band,  whom  they,  if  they 
had  known  their  own  strength,  might  have  crush- 
ed in  a  moment.  The  passion  of  fear  is  the 
parent  of  cruelty  and  of  treachery.  It  was  nec- 
essary (or  at  least  it  was  deemed  so)  to  overawe 
the  Indians,  to  strike  terror  into  them ;  and,  if  the 
means  resorted  to  for  accompUshing  these  ends 
were  not  strictly  justi6able,  there,  was  at  least  an 
excuse  for  them. 

The  English  were  also  more  than  once  threat- 
ened with  famine,  while  their  Indian  neighbors 
were  generally  well  supplied  with  provisions ;  and 
reason  and  experience  tell  us  that  starving  men 
will  not  be  very  nice  in  their  expedients  to  obtain 
food,  or  coolly  examine  into  the  right  and  wrong 
of  ineasures,  when  a  fierce  animal  instinct  is  goad- 
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mg  them  on.  Captain  Smith,  by  his  prudence 
and  firmness,  established  a  most  harmonious  feel- 
ing between  the  two  races. 

The  respect  of  the  Indians  for  him  hardly 
stopped  short  of  idolatry.  His  great  qnalities 
were  evident  to  these  untutored  children  of  na- 
ture, and  their  reverence  was  the  instinctive  hom- 
age which  was  paid  to  innate  superiority.  This  is 
alone  sufficient  to  prove  that  he  never  treated  the 
Indians,  even  as  they  thought,  with  injustice,  cru- 
elty, or  caprice ;  had  it  been  so,  he  never  would 
have  been  so  admired  and  honored  by  a  race  of 
men  who  are  proverbial  for  never  forgetting  an 
injury. 

The  genuine  merits  of  Captain  Smith,  as  a  pre- 
siding officer,  can  J0nly  be  fairly  estimated  by  com- 
paring him  with  others.  We  have  seen  that  when- 
ever he  departs  from  Jamestown  every  thing  is 
thrown  into  confusion,  and  that,  as  soon  as  he  re- 
turns, order  is  restored  and  the  jarring  notes  of  dis- 
cord cease  to  be  heard.  As  none  but  himself  could 
bend  the  bow  of  Ulysses,  so  no  one  was  capable 
of  sustaining  the  office  of  President  for  a  single 
day  but  Captam  Smith.  We  have  seen  in  what 
difficulties  and  embarassments  Captain  Martin  at 
Nansemond  and  Captain  West  at  the  Falls  sever- 
ally involved  themselves ;  and  fix>m  this  specimen 
we  may  draw  "  ominous  conjecture "  of  what 
would  have  been  the  fate  of  the  whole  colony, 
had  either  of  these  gentlemen  been  at  its  head. 
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He  felt  emboldened  too  by  the  conviction  of 
the  fact,  that  he  was  and  had  been  its  legal  head, 
and  that  no  one  had  any  official  authority  for 
superseding  him.  He  did  not  hesitate,  therefore, 
to  resume  the  station,  which  be  had  for  a  short 
time  tacitly  resigned,  though  in  doing  ao  be  ex- 
posed himself  to  infinite  vexations  and  no  little 
actual  danger  from  the  secret  and  open  oppbsi* 
tion  of  his  enemies.  The  most  obstinate  and 
refractory  of  them  he  cast  into  prison  for  safe 
keeping,  until  there  was  leisure  for  a  fair  and 
legal  trial.  It  was  thought  expedient  to  divide 
their  numbers,  and  accordingly  Captain  Martin 
was  sent  with  a  hundred  and  twenty  men  to 
Nansemond,  and  Captain  West  with  the  like  num* 
ber  to  the  Falls  of  James  River,  each  receiv- 
ing a  due  proportion  of  provisions  from  the  com- 
mon stock. 

Before  these  settlements  were  planted.  Cap- 
tain Smith,  having  established  a  regular  govern- 
ment, and  being  near  the  end  of  the  year  of  liis 
presidency,  resigned  it  in  favor  of  Martm,  who 
was  the  only  person  that  could  be  chosen  to  the 
office.  He  had  the  good  sense  to  perceive,  that 
be  was  not  qualified  for  so  arduous  a  station,  and, 
restoring  it  to  Captain  Smith  in  less  than  three 
hours,  proceeded  with  his  company  to  Nanse- 
mond. His  experiment  proved  a  total  failure. 
The  Indians  were  kindly  disposed   towards  him, 
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till  his  injudicious  conduct  converted  them  into 
determined  enemies.  They  made  a  successful 
attack  upon  him,  killing  many  o(  his  men,  and 
carrying  off  a  thousand  bushels  of  his  com.  He 
made  a  feeble  resistance,  and  did  not  attempt  (o 
recover  what  he  had  lost,  but  sent  to  Jamestown 
for  thirty  soldiers  to  aid  him.  These  were 
promptly  despatched,  but  he  made  no  use  of 
th^ra  ;  and  they  soon  returned  of  their  own  ac- 
cord, disgusted  with  his  cowardice  and  imbecility. 
Martin  himself  shortly  followed  them,  leaving  his 
company  to  take  care  of  themselves. 

Disasters  also  followed  the  settlement  at  the 
Falls.  It  was  originally  made  in  a  place  e)cposed 
to  the  inundations  of  the  river  and  to  other  great 
inconveniences ;  and  Captain  West  returned  to 
Jamestown  to  obtain  advice  and  assistance  in  the 
removal  of  it.  Captain  Smith  immediately  pur- 
chased of  Powbatan  the  place  called  by  his  name, 
which  was  a  short  distance  lower  down  the  river, 
and  went  up  to  the  Falls  himself,  to  superin 
tend  their  establishment  in  their  new  abode.  But 
the  mutinous  and  disorderly  company,  seeing  him 
attended  with  only  five  men,  refused  to  obey  hb 
orders,  and,  on  his  attempting  to  use  force,  resisted 
bim  and  obliged  him  to  take  refuge  on  board  his 
vessel,  having  narrowly  escaped  with  his  life. 

He  remained  here  nine  days,  in  the  hope  that 
they  would  listen  to  reason  and  consult  their  own 
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CB.  Tbej  odmd  to  assist  faim  in  bringing  tbem 
m>  saijpeoam  by  the  Strang  ann  of  pow^-,  and 
load  baoi,  that  tfaej  had  borae  diese  insults  and 
kxines  from  bas  couBtiymcn  out  of  respect  to 
bam ;  bat  that  he  most  brgiwe  them  if  hereafter 
ther  defended  themselves  to  the  otmost  of  their 
abclkr,  and  repdled  anprovaked  aggresaons  hj 
fcffoe. 

Fimfing  hs  efints  to  be  miavailiDg,  Captain 
Smith  departed;  but  bis  vessel  grounded,  after 
she  had  proceeded  aLoot  half  a  league,  a  very 
Catunate  dmnmstance,  as  the  result  showed. 
For  DO  sooner  was  his  back~  turned,  than  some 
Incfians,  not  more  than  twelve  in  number  it  is 
stated,  boraing  fiir  revenge,  assaolted  the  settlers, 
and,  killiog  several  stragglers  whom  thej  found  in 
the  woods,  struck  such  a  panic  into  the  rest,  that 
they  sent  down  in  great  alarm  to  Captain  Smith, 
oflfering  to  accede  to  any  terms  that  he  would 
propose,  if  he  would  come  and  assist  them.  He 
returned,  and,  after  punishing  sixr  or  seven  of  the 
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chief  oSsnder^y  removed  the  rest  to  Powhatan^  a 
place  every  way  adapted  to  their  purposes^  as  it 
had  been  bi'ought  ander  cultivation  by  the  In- 
dianSy  who  had  also  erected  a  strong  fort  there. 

As  soon  as  they  were  settled  in  their  new 
habitation.  Captain  West  returned  and  began  to 
undo  gll  that  bad  been  done^  Captain  Smith, 
unwilling  to  contend  with  him,  opposed  him  in 
nothing,  hilt  left  him  to  manage  every  thing  m  his 
own  way.  By  his  influence  they  were  induced  to 
return  to  their  former  situation,  for  what  reason 
it  is  not  stated.. 

Captain  Smith  met  with  a  most  unhappy  acci- 
dent as  he  was  returning  to  Jamestown.  While 
he  was  sleeping  in  the  boat,  a  bag  of  powder  lying 
near  him  exploded,  and  tore  and  burned  hb  flesh 
in  the  most  shocking  manner.  His  clothes  being 
on  6r&,  he  leaped  overboard  to  quench  the  flames, 
and  was  with  difficulty  rescued  from  drowning. 
In  this  sad  condition  he  arrived  at  Jamestown, 
where  things  were  in  such  a  state  as  to  require 
all  his  faculties  of  mind  and  body.  The  time 
set  for  the  trial  of  Ratcliffe,  Archer,  and  the 
others  who  had  been  imprisoned,  drew  near,  and 
their  guilty  consciences  made  them  shrink  from 
an  inquiry,  about  the  ri^sult  of  which  they  could 
entertain  no  doubt.  Seeing  too  the  helpless  state 
of  the  President,  they  entered  into  a  plot  to 
murder  him  in  his  bed ;  but  the  heart  of  the  base 
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codBC  His  woaais  also  giev  veqr  dangerous, 
fcoB  the  viBt  of  sngical  ad ;  aad  he  believed 
i3tt  be  coold  aeier  recover,  noless  be  went  home 
as  aooB  as  poasihle  to  be  caned  there.  He  theie- 
§any  m  the  eari j  part  of  the  autumn  €x[  1609, 
depaited  from  Yiiginia  neier  to  ietnni4o  it  again. 
He  left  behind  him  ibor  hundred  and  nmety 
coloDists,  one  hundred  of  whom  were  trained  and 
expert  sobfiecsy  three  ships,  seven  boats,  tw.enty- 
fcur  pieces  of  ordnance,  three  hundred  muskets 
and  other  aims,  abundance  of  ammunition  and 
tools,  wearing  apparel  sufficient  fixr  all  their  wants, 
-and  an  ample  stock  of  domestic  animsils  and  pro- 
visions. 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 

RemarJci  on  Captain  Smith^i  Admniitratian 
in  Virginia. 

Captain  Smith  resided  a  •little,  more  than  two 
years  in  Virginia;  during  one  of  which  he  was 
President  of  the  colony.  The  reader,  who  has 
gone  thus  far  with  me^  will  be  enabled  to  Ibrm 
a  conception  of  what  he  accomplished,  and  the 
disadvantages  against  which  he  contended.  It  is 
difficult  for  those  who  have  been  reared  on  the  lap 
of  civilization/  and  had  wants  created  by  the  facil- 
ities of  gratifying  them,  to  have  a  full  sense  of  the 
labors  and  sufferings  of  the  first  settlers  of  a  new 
country.  Familiar  with  the  luxuries  of  artificial 
life,  they  are  thrown  into  a  situation  where  ani- 
mal existence  can  hardly  he  supported.  Severe 
and  unremitted  toil  wears  down  the  firame  aiid 
depresses  the  mind.  Famine  often  lays  siege  to 
them,  and  new  and  strange  diseases  prostrate  their 
strength.  A  vague  sense  of  apprehension  ever 
darkens  their  lot,  and  not  a  leaf  stirs,  but  makes 
them  start  with  the  expectation  of  encountering^ 
some  great  and  unknown  danger. 

The  bright  hopes,  with  which  they  began  their 
enterprise,  are  apt  to  languish  and  die ;  and  their 
hearts  &int  under  the  influence  of  that  homesick- 
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oessy  Smt  which  there  is  no  me<ficiiie  hot  a  dnn^t 
of  the  air  of  one's  native  land.  To  be  the  suc- 
cessful leader  of  a  band  of  new  settlers  under 
the  most  favorable  circumstances,,  requires  an 
extraordinarjF  combination  of  powers.  He  must 
be  able  to  use  his  hands  as  well  as  his  head,  to 
act  as  well  as  to  command,  to  show  how  things  are 
to  be  done  as  well  as  to  give  direcdons  to  do 
them.  He  must  be  able  to  awe  the  lefnictory,  to 
encourage  the  distrustful,  and  to  cheer  up  the 
drooping.  He  must  have  courage,  fortitude;  self- 
command,  and  perseverance;  he  must  be  just, 
yet  not  stem,  dignified,  yet  afiable  and  easy  of 
approach. 

The  Virginia  colony,  and  its  head  in  particular^ 
had  trials  and  perils  of  a  peculiar  nature  to  en- 
counter, in  additidn  to  those  which  they  might 
naturally  have  expected.  In  the  first  place,  they 
were  surrounded  by  numerous  and  powerful  tribes 
of  Indians,  whose  occupation  was  war,  and  who 
were  organized  into  a  powerful  confederacy  under 
a  ruler  of  extraordinary  resources,  the  idol  of  his 
people,  full  of  courage  and  enterprise,  rivalling 
in  dissimulation  the  most  accomplished  European 
diplomatist ;  and,  if  not  the  implacable  enemy  of 
the  whites,  he  has  been  represented  as  being  still 
very  far  from  their  friend,  and,  with  a  prophetic 
spirk,  apparently  realizing  from  the  first,  that 
their  permanent  residence  and  increase  would  in- 
volve the  ruin  of  his  own  people. 
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As  we  have  seen,  too,  Captain  Smith  bad 
'much  to  contend  against  in  the  characters  of  many 
of  the  settlers  themselves,  whom  the  old  world 
seems  to  have  shaken  off,  as  being  too  ii^ortb- 
less  and  desperate  to  be  any  longer  tolerated  at 
home.  They  were  6ontinually  irritating  him  by 
their  surly  opposition^  and  infecting  the  well- 
disposed  by  their  ill  example ;  for  labors  and 
hardships  are  much  lightened  when  they  are 
shared  by  all.  Instead  of  receiving  aid  from  the 
council  at  home,  they  were  to  him  a  source  of 
unmixed  vexation  arid  disappointment. 

Chagrined  by  the  failure  of>  their  visionary 
hopes,  with  a  truly  consistent  selfishness  they 
abandoned  to  unwarrantable  neglect  the  settlers, 
whom  they  had  sent  into  a  howling  wilderness, 
taking  no  pains  to  provide  for  their  wants,  and, 
by  their  absurd  exactions,  making  the  expeditions 
they  3ent  out  to  them  a  tax  and  a  burden. 
Captain  Smith  they  honored^  with  peculiar  dislike, 
because  he  preferred  the  interests  "of  the  colony 
to  their  own  ;  believing  all  that  his  enemies  could 
say  of  him,  giving  him  reproof  where  honor  was 
due,  and  finally  depriving  him  of  his  command, 
at  the  very  moment,  when  by  his  extraordinary 
exertions,  he  had  established  the  colony  upon  a 
firm  basis,  and  could  look  confidently  forward  to 
its  steaidy  increase  and  continued  prosperity. 
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Thomas  Gates,  lieutenant-general ;  Sir  George 
Somers,  admiral ;  Captain  Newport  (the  only  one 
who  bad  «ver  been  in  Virginia),  ▼ice-admiral; 
Sir  Thomas  Dale,  high  marshal ;  Sir  Ferdinando 
Wainman,  master  of  the  horse.  The  counte- 
nance of  so  many  honorable  and  distinguished 
persons  made  the  enterprise  fashionable  and  pop- 
ular, so  that  they  were  able  to  equip  nine  ships, 
in  which  five  hundred  persons  consisting  of  men, 
women,  and  children,  embarked. 

The  expedition  set  sail  from  England  in  May, 
1609,  under  the  command  of  Sir  George  Somers, 
Sir  Thomas  Gates,  and  Captain  Newport,  each 
of  whom  had  a  commission  authorizing  him,  who 
first  arrived,  to -supersede  the  existing  adnHnis- 
tration,  and  to  govern  the  colony  by  the  terms 
and  jprovisions  of  the  new  charter,  until  the  arri- 
val of  Lord  Delaware  with  ihe  remainder  of  the 
recruits  and  supplies.  By  a  most  extraordinary 
oversight,  no  precedence  in  rank  ^as  assigned 
to  either  of  these  gentlemen',  and  they  were 
unable  to  settle  the  point  among  themselves,  nei- 
ther being  willing  to  resign  his  chance  of  being 
the  temporary  head. 

»  To  obviate  this  difficulty,  they  adopted  a  most 
injudicious  and^  unfortunatie  expedient ;  they  all 
determined  to  embark  in  the  same  vessel,  their 
weak  and  childish  ambition  inducing  them  to 
take  a  step  which  defeated  the  very  object  of 
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this  triumvirate  division  of  authoritj.  In  their 
ship  were  contained  also  the  bills  of  lading,  the 
new  commission,  instrut;tions  and  direcUons  of 
the  most  ample  nature,  and  the  greater  part  of 
their  provisions.  .This  vessel,  pn  the  25tb  of 
July,  parted  from  the  rest  of  the  -squadron  in  a 
violent  storm,  and  was  wrecked  on  one  of  the 
Bermuda  Islands  ;  another  small  vessel  foundered 
at  sea  i  the  seven  others  arrived  safelj  at  James- 
town. The  President,  who  was  informed  of  their 
arrival  by  his  scouts,  and  who  had  no  expecta- 
tion of  so '  large  a  fleet,  supposed  them  to  be 
Spaniards  coming  to  attack  the  colony,  and  with 
his  usual  promptness  put  it  in  a  posture  of  de- 
fence. The  Indians  at  this  crisis  gave  the  strong-, 
est  proof  of  their  good-will,  by  coming  forward 
with  the  greatest  alacrity,  and  olSering  td  fight 
side  by  side  with  the  English  against  their  en- 
emies. 

These  unfounded  apprehensions  were  soon  dis- 
sipated, but  only  to  be  replaced  by  substantial 
evils<  With  the  seven  ships  came  three  indi- 
viduals, of  whom  the  reader  has  before  heard, 
Ratcliflb  (whose  real  name,  as  has  been  stated, 
was  Sickletnore),  Archer,  aiid  Martin,  all  of 
whom  were  enemies  to /Captain  Smith,  and  had 
so  prejudiced  the  minds  of  their  companions 
against  him,  that  they  were  prepared  to  dislike 
without  ever  having  seen  him.     Their  ships  had 
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Thomas  Gates,  lieutenant-general ;  Sir  George 
SomerSy  admiral ;  Captain  Newport  (the  only  ooe 
who  bad  ever  been  in  Virginia),  vice-admiral; 
Sir  Thomas  Dale,  high  marshal ;  Sir  Ferdinando 
Wainraan,  master  of  the  horse.  The  counte- 
nance of  so  many  honorable  and  distinguished 
persons  made  the  enterprise  fashionable  and  pop- 
ular, so  that  they  were  able  to  equip  nine  ships, 
in  which  five  hundred  persons  consisting  of  men, 
women,  land  children,  embarked. 

The  expedition  set  sail  from  England  in  May, 
1609,  under  the  command  of  Sur  George  Somers, 
Sir  Thomas  Gates,  and  Captain  Newport,  each 
of  whom  had  a  commission  authorizing  him,  who 
first  arrived,  to  supersede  the  existing  adifinis^ 
tration,  and  to  govern  the  colony  by  the  terms 
and  provisions  of  the  new  charter,  until  the  arri- 
val of  Lord  Delaware  with  ibe  remainder  of  the 
recruits  and  supplies.  By  a  most  extraordinary 
oversight,  no  precedence  in  rank  was  assigned 
to  either  of  these  gentlemen',  and  they  were 
unable  to  settle  the  point  among  themselves,  nei- 
ther being  willing  to  resign  his  chance  of  being 
the  temporary  bead. 

I  To  obviate  this  difficulty,  they  adopted  a  most 
injudicious  and  unfortunatie  expedient;  they  ail 
determined  to  embark  in  the  same  vessel,  their 
weak  and  childish  ambition  inducing  them  to 
take  a  step  which  defeated  the  very  x)bject  of 
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creased*  in  great  numbers.  This  put  a  stop  to  all 
tbeir  enterprises  and  obliged  them  to  turn  their 
whole  attention  to  the  procuring  of  ibod. 

The  Indians  were  very  -fiiendlj  to  them^  bring- 
ing in  deer  and  wildfowl  in  abundance^  and  Pow- 
hatan spared  them  nearly  half  his  stock  of  com. 
The  river  also  supplied  them  with  sturgeon  and 
oysters  ;  so  there  was  no  danger  of  their  starving 
to  deaths  But  then  food  coul4  not  be  procured 
without  considerable  tofl  and  trouble  ;  and  many  of 
them  were  so  Intolerably  lazy,  that^  as'  the  narra- 
tive says,  ^^  had  they  not  been  forced  nolens  «o-  ~ 
lens  perforce  to  gather  and  prepare  their  victual^ 
they  would  all  have  starved  or  have  eaten  one 
another."  These  men  were  very  clamorous  that 
he  should  sell  their  tools  and  iron,  their  swords 
and  muskets,  and  even  their  houses  and  ordbance, 
to  the  Indians  for  com,  so  that  they  might  enjoy . 
the  luxury  of  idleness. 

They  endeavored  also  by  all  Kieans  in  tbeir 
power  to  induce  him  to  leave  the  ooudtry.  Ne- 
cessity obliged  Captain  Smith  to  overlook  for 
a  time  their  mutinous  and  disorderly  proceed- 
ings; but,  having  detected  and  severely  pun- 
ished the  principal  ringleader,  he  addressed  the 
remainder  in  the  following  terms.  ^^  FelloW  sol- 
diers, I  did  not  think  that  any  one  was  so  &lse 
as  to  report,  or  that  you  were  s6  simple  as  to 
believe,  either  that  I  intended  to  starve  }rou,  or 
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that  Powhatan  l^d^  at  this  tisae^  aoy  eoni  for 
hiifiself^  much  less  iot  you,  or  that  I  woidd  oot 
procure  com^  if  I  knew  where  it  was  to  be  had* 
Neither  did  I  think  that  any  were  so  malicious, 
as  I  find  many  are ;  but  Lwill  not  so  yield  to  in-* 
dignation  as  to  prevent  me  from  doing  what  I  can 
for  the  good  of  my  most  inveterate  enemy.  But 
dream  no  longer  of  any  further  asabtance  from 
Powhatan,  and  do  not  imagine  that  I  shall  not 
compel  the  indolent  to  work^  as  well  as  punish 
the  refractory.  If  I  find  any  one  attempting  to 
escape  to  Newfoundland  in  the  pinnace^  let  him 
be  assured  that  the  gallows  shall  be  his  portion. 
You  cannot  deny  that  I  have  often  saved  jrour 
lives  at  the  risk  of  my  ^wn,  and  provided  you 
food  when  otherwise  you  might  have  starved. 
But  I  protest,  by  the  God  that  made  me,  that 
since  necessity  has  no  power  to  compel  you  to 
giither  for  yourselves  the  fruit3  which  the  earth 
yields,  I  will  oblige  you  to  gather  them,  not  only 
for  yourselveis,  but  also  for  the  sick.  You  know 
that  I  have  fared  Kke  the  meane^st  of  you,  and 
that  my  extra  allowance  I  have  always,  distrib- 
uted among  the  sick^  The  siek  ^bdl  not  starve, 
but  sha|l  fare  like  the  rest  of  us  ;  therefore,  who* 
ever  does  not  gather  as  much  every  day  as  I  do, 
the  next  day  he  shall  be  put  over  the  river  and 
he  banished  from  the  fort,  until  he  either  altera 
his  conduct  or  starves." 
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These  orders  were  murmured  agdnst  as  bemg 
extremely  cruel  and  tyraDDical ;  but  no  one  dared 
to  disobey  them.  All  exerted  themselves  dili- 
gently to  procure 'food,  so  that  they  not  only  did 
not  suffer  from  want,  but  grew  strong  and  healthy. 
Many  were  billeted  among  the  Indians,  a  fact 
which  showed  how  much  confidence  there  was 
on  one  side,  and  how.  much  respect,  or  at  least 
fear,  on  the  other.  These  last  were  so  well 
treated  by  their  kind  entertainers,  that  many  de- 
serted from  Jamestown  and  took  up  their  abode 
with  them  ;  but  the  Indians,  who  knew  that  they 
had  acted  contrary  to  Captain  Smith's  c»ders, 
received  them  with  great  coldness,  and  finally 
brought  them  back  to^  him.  He  inflicted  on 
theiQ  such  exemplary  punishment,  that  no  one 
ventured  to  follow  their  example.  The  good 
conduct  of  the  Indians  at  this  crisis  extorts  from 
the  writer  of  the  narrative  the  remark,  Ihat  there 
was  more  hope  to  make  good  Christians  apd 
good  subjects  of  them,  than  of  one  half  of  those 
who  pretended  to  be  both.  ^ 

At  this  period,  Mr.  Sicklemore  returned  from 
his  expedition,  but  without  gaining  any  satisfac- 
tory account  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh's  lost  com- 
pany or  of  the  silk-grass.  Captain  Smith,  who 
thought  it  proper  not  to  abandon  a  ,  point  so 
strongly  urged  by  the  council  in  England,  sent 
upon  the  same  errand  two  of  his  company  to  the 


CAPTAIN    JOHN    SMITH.  829 

M angoags ;  a  tribe  of  Indians,  not  subject  to  Pow* 
fadtan^who  dwelt  somewhere  on  the  borders  of 
North  Carolina  and  Virginia.  They  were  far- 
uisbed  with  giiides  by  the  chief  of  the  Quiyough- 
nohanocs,  a  small  tribe  dwelling  on  the  southern 
banks  pf  the  James  Itiver,  about  ten  miles  from 
Jamestown.  "  This  honest,  proper,  promise- 
keeping  king,"  as  he  is  styled>  was  ever  friendly 
tQ  the  English;  and,  thoiigh  he  zealously  wor- 
shipped his  own  false  gods,  he  was  ready  to  ac- 
knowledge that  their  God  exceeded  his,  as  much 
as  guns  did  bows  and. arrows.  He  would  often 
send  presents  to  the  President,  in  a  time  of 
drought,  beggiag  him  to  pray  to  hb  God  for 
rain,  lest  his  com  should  spoil,  because  his  own 
gods  were  angry  with  him.  •  The  result  of  this 
expedition  was,  like  that  of  the  former  one, 
entirely  unsuccessful. 

The  Germans,  who  were  with  Powhatan,  gave 
jthem  constant  trouble.  One  Volday,  a  Swbs, 
was  employed  to  solicit  them  to  return  to  the 
colony  ;  but,  instead  of  that,  he  basely  and  treach- 
erously entered  into  a  conspiracy  with  th^m  to  cut 
off  the  English,  and  diligently  exerted  himself  to 
bring  it  to  a  successful  issue.  Seeing  that  these 
were  obliged  to.  wapder  about  in  search  of  provis- 
ions and  leave  the  fort  but  feebly,  defended,  they 
endeavored  to  prevail  upon^  Powhatan  to  lend 
them  his  forces,  promising  to  bum  the  town,  to 
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CQDseqaently  their  .apprehensiomr  of  starving  were 
for  the  present  laid  aside.  They  were  divided 
into  companies  of  len  or.fiAeen,  as  occasion  re* 
quired,  and  six  hours  of  each  day  nwie  spent  in 
labor  and  the  rest  in  amusement  and  exhilarating 
exercises. 

The  majority  of  them,  unaccustomed  to  dis- 
cipline or  regular  employment,  showed  symp- 
toms of  stubborn  resistance  to  his  authority,  which 
provoked  him  to  reprove  them  in  sharp  terms. 
He  told  them,  that  their  recent  sujSerings  ought 
to  have  worked  a  change  in  their  conduct,  and 
that  they  n^ust  not  think  that  either  his  labors 
or  the  purses  of  the  adventurers  would  for  ever 
maintain  them  in  idleness.  He  did  not  mean 
that  hb  reproaches  should  apply  to  all,  for  many 
deserved  more  honor  and  reward  thaa  they 
could  ever  receive ;  but  the  majority  of  them 
must  be  more  industrious  or  starve.  That  it 
was  not  reasonable  that  the  labors  of  thirty  or 
forty  honest  and  Industrious  men  should  be  de- 
voted to  the  support  of  a  hundred  and  fifty,  idle 
loiterers,  and  that,  therefore,  whoever  would  not 
work  must  not  eat.  That  they  had  often  been 
screened  in  their  disobedience  to  his  commands 
by  the  authority  of  the  council;  but  that  now 
the  power,  in  effect,  rested  wholly  in  him.  That 
they  were  mistaken  in  their  opinion, '  that  his 
authority  was  but  a  shadow,  and  that  he  could 
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not  touch  the  lives  of  aoy  without  peril  of  his 
own.  That  the  letters  patent  would  show  them 
the  contraiyy  which  he  would  have  read  to  them 
every  week,  and  that  they  might  be  assured  that 
every  one,  who  deserved  punishment,  should  re- 
ceive it. 

He  also  made  a  register,  in  which  he  recorded 
their  merits  and  demerits,  ^'  to  encourage  the 
good,  and  with  shame  to  spur  on  the  rest  to 
amendment ; ''  a  simple  device,  one  would  think, 
&r  thbse  who  had  long  left  school,  but  which, 
owing  probably  tQ  the  President's  great  personal 
influence,  proved  of  considerable  efficacy.  They 
missed  from  time  to  time  powder,  shot,  arms, 
and  tools,  without  knowing  what  had  become  of 
them,  but  found  afterwards  that  they  were  se- 
-cretly  conveyed  to  the  Germans,  who  were  with 
Powhatan,  by  their  countrymen  and  confederates 
at  Jamestown.  Four  or  five  of  these  latter, 
according  to  a  previous  agreement,  had  deserted 
from  Jamestown,  a  short  time  before,  to  join  the 
former ;  but,  meeting  in  the  woods  some  of  Cap- 
tain Smith's  party  on  their  return,  to  avoid  sus- 
picion they  came  back.  Their  countrymen  sent 
one  of  their  number,  disguised  as  an  Indian,  to 
learn  the  reason  of  their  delay..  He  came  as  far 
as  the .  glass-house,  which  was  about  a  mile  from 
Jamestown,  and  lYas  the  scene  of  all  their  plots 
and  machinations,  and  their  common  place  of 
rendezvous.^ 
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At  the  same  time  and  near  the  same  plaee, 
tanj  Indiafis  were  Ijing  m  ambush  for  Captaia 
Smith.  He  was  immediately  infonoed  of  the 
Gennao's  armal  (how  or  by  whom  we  are  oot 
tokl),  aady  taking  twenty  BWOy  maicbed.to  the 
glas»-hoiise  to  apprehend  him ;  but  he  had  gone 
away  hetbre  they  came.  He  de^tched  his  fol- 
lowers to  interoept  lum,  aod  letoroed  alone  to 
Jamestown,  aimed  only  with  a  sword,  not  sus* 
pecdng  any  danger.  In  the  woods  he  met  the 
chief  of  the  Ptahiphays,  a  neighbofing  tribe  of 
Indians,  a  taH  and  atrong  man,  who  at  first  at- 
tempted by  artiiil  persnasioQ  to  bring  Captain 
Smith  within  reach  of  the  amboscade.  Failing, 
however,  in  this,  he  attempted  to  shoot  horn  with 
his  bow,  which  Smith  prevented  by  suddenly 
grappling  with  him.  Neither  was  able  to  make^ 
use  of  bis  weapons,  but  the  Inchan  drew  his  ad- 
versary by  main  strength  into  the  river,  in  the 
hope  of  drowning  him.  There  they  struggled  for 
a  long  time,  tiU  Captain  Smith  scazed  hb  antago- 
nist's throat  with  such  a  grasp  ns  neariy  strangled 
him.  This  momentary  advants^  enabled  him  to 
draw  his  sword,  at  which  his  foe  no  longer  re* 
risted,  but  begged  his  life  with  piteous  entreaties. 
Captain  Smith  led  him  prisoner  to  Jamestown 
and  pot  him  in  chains. 

The  Crermao  meanwhile  had  been  taken ;  and, 
though  he  attempted  to  account  for  Ms  conduct, 
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his  treachery  .was  suspected  and  finaUy  confirmed 
by  the  confession  of  the  captive  chief,  who  was 
kept  in  custody,  and  offered  to  Powhatan  in 
exchange  for  the  fiiithless  Germans  whom  he 
had  with  him.  Many  messengers  were  sent, 
but  the  Germans  would  not  come  of  their  own 
accord,  neither  would  Powhatan  force  them. 
While  these  negotiations  were  going  on,  the  chief 
himself  escaped  through  the  negligence  of  his 
guards,  though  he  was  in  irons.  An  attempt 
was  made  tp  retake  him,  but  without  effect. 
Captain  ^mith  made  prisoners  of  two  Indians,  by 
name  Kemps  and  Tussore,  who  are  described  as 
being  ^*  the  two  most  exact  villains  in  all  .the 
country."  He  himself  went  with  an  expedition 
to  punish  the  tribe,  of  Pashiphays  for  their  past 
injuries  and  deter  them  from  any  future  ones, 
in  which  he  slew  several  of  them,  burned  their 
houses,  took  their  canoes  and  fishing-weirs,  and 
fixed  some  of  the  latter  at  Jamestown. 

As  he  was  proceeding  to  Chickahominy,  he 
was  assaulted  by  some  of  their  tribe ;  but,  as 
soon  as  they  saw  who  he  was,  they  threw  down 
their  arms  and  sued  for  peace,  a  young  man, 
named  Okaning,  thus  addressing  him ;  ^<  Captain 
Smith,  the  chief,  my  master,  is  here  among  us, 
and  he  attacked  you,,  mistaking  you  for  Captain 
Wynne,,  who  has  pursued  us  in  war.  If  he  has 
ofiended  you  in  escaping  imprisonment,  remember 
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mm,  ftm  bMs  fljr,  ud  the  iroy  beases 
ttrive  to  esotpe  tiw  ware  and  the  liae ;  Maine  not 
him,  therefeiey  who  is  m  mm.  He  would  ask  yoa 
to  recollect  what  paina  he  look,  when  joa  were 
«  prisoner,  to  save  yoor  life.  If  he  has  iojiHed 
you  since,  yoa  have  taken  ample  vengeance  and 
greatly  to  our  cost.  We  know  that  your  pinrpose 
is  to  destroy  os  ;  hot  we  are  here  to  derire  yoor 
friendship,  and  to  adc  you  to  pemh  os  to  enjoy 
our  houses  and  plant  our  fields.  Tou  riiaU  share 
m  their  (rait ;  but  if  you  drii«-as  off,  you  will  he 
the  greatest  losers  hy  our  absence.  Far  we  can 
plant  anjrwhere,  though  it  may  cost  us  more 
labor ;  but  we  know  you  cannot  live,  unless  you 
have  our  harvests  to  supply  your  wants.  If  you 
will  promise  us  peace,  we  ^iU  trust  'you ;  if  not, 
we  will  abandon  the  country.** 

This  "  worthy  discourse,"  as  it  is  justly  called 
by  the  writer  of  the  narrative,  had  its  de^red 
effect.  Captain  Smith  made  peace  with  them 
on  condition  that  they  would  'sjupply  him  with 
provisions.  This  good  understanding  continued 
so  long  as  Captain  Smith  remained  in  the  coon- 
try. 

When  Smith  returned  to  Jfinestown^  complaint 
was  made  to  him,  that  the  people  t)f  Chicka- 
hominy,  who  bad  always  seemed  honest  and 
friendly,  had  been  guilty  of  frequent  thefts.  'A 
pistol,   amopg  other  things^'had    been   recently 
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Stolen  aiid  the  thief  escaped ;  bat  his  two  biotb- 
ersy  who  were  known  to  be  bis  ooofedenitBB,  were 
apprehended.  According  to  the  Presddent's  usiud 
summary  mode  of  proceeding  in  such  eases,  one 
of  these  was  sent  home  with  a  flMBsage,  that  if 
the  pistol  were  not  forthcoming  in  twehre  Jiooxs, 
the  other  (who  meanwhile  was  imprisoned)  should 
be  hung.  The  messenger  came  back  bdbna  imid- 
Dight  with  the  pistol,  but  a  sad  spectacle  swailed 
him.  Captain  Smith,  pitying  the  poor  naked 
Indian  who  was  shivering  in  his  daik,  cold  dua<- 
geon,  had  Wnt  him  some  food  and  dtsrooal  lo 
make  a  fire -with.  The  simple  savage,  Jcoowing 
nothing  of  the  mysteries  -<>{  carbonic  add  ^^f^ 
soon  iainted  away  under  its  deleterious  influenoe, 
and  was  .brought  out  to  all  appearance  dbad.  His 
brother,  seeing  his  confident  hopes  so  flnielly  dis- 
appointed, broke  out  into  the  most  passionate 
lamentations,  and  Captain  Smith,  to  pacify  him, 
told^  him  that  he  would  restore  him  to  life.  By 
the  application  of  brandy  and  vm^gar,  he  ^tras 
restored  to  consciou&ess ;  but  hb  fiiculties  re- 
mained in  such  a  state  of  confusion  aod  disosder, 
as  alarmed  his  brother  hardly  leas  thaa  his  seem^ 
ing  death.  But  a  night's  sound  sleep  restored 
him  to  his  senses,  and  they  were  both,  presented 


•  The  English  writer  was  not  much  wieer^  he  says 
the  Indian  was  smothered  with  the  smoke. 
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witb  a  pieoe  of  copper  and  sent  home«  Froiti 
ihb  drcumatiDce,  a  report  was  spread  far  and 
wide,  imoog  the  Indians,  that  Captain  Smith  was 
ahie  to  restore  the  dead  to  life.  . 

Another  incident  took  place  about  this  time, 
which  increased  the  awe  in  which  the  English 
were  hdd.  An  **  ingenuous  savage  '^  at  Wero- 
wooomooo  had  hj  some  mean's  obtained  posses- 
sion of  a  bag  of  gunpowder  and  of  the  back- 
piece  of  a  suit  of  armor.  Wishing  to  display  his 
superior  aocompfahments  to  his  countrymen,  he 
proceeded  to  dry  the  powder  over  the  fire,  iipon 
die  aimor,  as  he  had  seen  the  soldiers  do  at 
Jamestown.  Many  thronged  around  him  and 
peeped  over  hb  shoulders,  to  watch  the  process, 
whoi  suddenly  the  powder  exploded,  killed  the 
unfertunate  opentor  and  one  or  two  others,  and 
wounded  several  more,  which  gave  the  whole  na* 
tion  a  great  distaste  to  gunpowder.  *^  These  and 
many  other  such  pretty  accidents,"  as  we  are 
told,  so  amaied  and  alarmed  Powhatan  and  his 
whole  people,  that  they  desired  peace  firom  all 
pafis,  bringmg  in  presents  and  restoring  stolen 
articles,  which  had  long  been  given  up  in  despair. 
After  this,  if  any  Incfiati  vns  detected  in  steal- 
ing, he  was  apprehended  and  sent  to  Jamestown 
to  he  punished,  and  the  whole  country  became 
as  free  and  safe  to  the  English  as  to  the  Indians 
themselves. 
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The  English,  thus  unmolested  from  without, 
were  enabled  to  devote  theu^  undivided  energies 
to  the, internal  affairs  of  the  colony.  They  set 
themselves  to  labor  with  industry :  and  success. 
In  the  space  of  three  months,  they  h^  made 
a  considerable  quantity  of  tar,  pitch,  and  potash  ; 
produced  a  sample  of  glass  ;  dug  a  well  of  sweet 
water  in  the  fort,  an  article  which  they  had  not 
had  in  abundance  before ;  built  twenty  new  hous- 
es ;  new  covered  the  church ;  provided  nets  and 
weirs  for  fishing ;  and  built  a  block-house  on  the 
isthmus  of  Jamestown,  in  which  a  garrison  was 
stationed  to  trade  with  the  Indians,  and  which  no 
one  was  allowed  to  pass  without  an  order  firom  the 
Pr)3sident.  Thirty  or  forty  acres  of  ground  were 
also  dug  and  planted.  A  block-house  was  like- 
wise erected  on  Hog  Island,  and  a  garrison  station- 
ed there  to  give  notice  of  any  vessels  that  might- 
arrive.  At  leisure  times  they  exercised  them- 
selves in  cutting  down  trees  and  making  clap- 
boai'ds  and  wain^oting. ,  About  this  time  Captain 
Wynne  died,  so  that  Captain  Smith  was  left  with 
the  whole  aftd  absolute  power,  being  both  Presi- 
dent and  council. 

Their  prosperous  and  contented  industry  receiv- 
ed a  sudden  interruption^  On  examining  their 
store  of  com,  they  found  that  half  of  it  had  rot- 
tec  And  th6  rest  was  nearly  all  consumed  by  the 
rats    which  had  been  left  by  the  ship,  and  in- 
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creased  in  great  oumbers.  This  put  a  stop  to  all 
tbeir  enterprises  and  obliged  them  to  turn  their 
whole  attention  to  the  procuring  of  ibod. 

The  Indians  were  very  fnendlj  to  thero^  bring- 
ing in  deer  and  wildfowl  in  abundance^  and  Pow- 
hatan spared  them  nearly  half  his  stock  of  com. 
The  river  also  supplied  them  with  sturgeon  and 
oysters ;  so  there  was  no  danger  of  their  starving 
to  deaths  But  then  food  coul4  not  be  procured 
without  consideraUe  toU  and  trouble  ;  and  many  of 
them  were  so  Intolerably  lazy,  that,  as'  the  narra- 
tive saySy  ^^  had  they  nf>t  been  forced  nolens  «o- 
hnt  perforce  to  gather  and  prepare  their  victual^ 
they  would  all  have  starved  or  have  eaten  one 
another."  These  men  were  very  clamorous  that 
he  should  sell  their  took  and  iron,  their  swords 
and  muskets,  and  even  their  houses  and  ordinance, 
to  the  Indiana  for  coin,  so  that  they  might  enjoy . 
the  luxury  of  idleness. 

They  endeavored  also  by  all  itieana  In  their 
power  to  induce  him  to  leave  the  country.  Ne- 
cessity obliged  Captain  Smith  to  overlook  for 
a  time  their  mutinous  and  disorderiy  proceed- 
ings; but,  having  detected  and  severely  pun- 
ished the  principal  ringleader,  he  addressed  the 
remainder  in  the  following  terms.  ^^FelloW  sol- 
diers, I  did  not  think  that  any  one  was  so  false 
as  to  report,  or  that  you  were  s6  simple  as  to 
believe,  either  that  I  intended  to  starve  you,  or 
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that  Powhatan  had,  at  tbb  time^  «Qy  eon  for 
hiHiseIfy  much  less  iat  you,  or  that  I  would  not 
procuie  com,  if  I  knew  where  it  was  to  he  had. 
Neither  did  I  think  that  any  were  so  maliciouiy 
as  I  find  many  are ;  but  I.will  not  so  yield  to  in- 
dignation as  to  preyent  me  from  dobg  what  I  can 
for  the  good  of  my  most  inyeterate  enemy.  But 
dream  no  longer  of  any  further  asabtance  from 
Powhatan,  and  do  not  imagine  that  I  shall  not 
compel  the  indolent  to  work,  as  well  as  punish 
the  refractory.  If  I  find  any  one  attempting  to 
escape  to  Newfoundland  in  the  pinnace,  let  him 
he  assured  that  the  gallows  shall  be  his  porticMi. 
Tou  cannot  deny  that  I  have  often  saved  you? 
lives  at  the  risk  of  my  own,  and  provided  you 
food  when  otherwise  you  might  have  starved* 
But  I  protest,  by  the  God  that  made  me,  that 
since  necessity  has  no  power  to  compel  you  to 
gather  for  yourselves  the  firuits  which  the  earth 
yields,  I  will  oblige  you  to  gather  them,  not  only 
for  yourselveis,  hut  also  for  the  sick.  You  know 
that  I  have  fared  like  the  meane^st  of  you,  and 
that  my  extra  allowance  I  have  always,  distrib- 
uted among  the  sick.  The  siek  ^hall  not  starve, 
but  sha|l  fare  like  the  rest  of  us ;  therefore,  who* 
ever  does  not  gather  as  much  every  day  as  I  do, 
the  next  day  he  shall  be  put  over  the  river  and 
be  banished  from  the  fort,  until  he  either  altera 
bis  conduct  or  starves." 
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These  orders  were  murmured  against  as  being 
extremely  cruel  and  tyrannical ;  but  no  one  dared 
to  disobey  them.  All  exerted  themselves  dili- 
gently to  procure'  food,  so  that  they  not  only  did 
not  snSer  from  want,  but  grew  strong  and  healthy. 
Many  were  Ulleted  among  the  Indians,  a  6ct 
which  showed  bow  much  confidence  there  was 
on  one  side,  and  how  much  respect,  or  at  least 
fear,  on  the  other.  These  last  were  so  well 
treated  by  their  kind  entertainers,  that  many  de- 
serted from  Jamestown  and  took  up  their  abode 
with  them  ;  but  the  Indians,  who  knew  that  they 
had  acted  contrary  to  Captain  Smith's  orders, 
received  them  with  great  coldness,  and  finally 
brought  them  back  to^  him.  He  inflicted  on 
thero  such  exemplary  punishment,  that  no  one 
ventured  to  follow  their  example.  The  good 
conduct  of  the  Indians  at  this  crisis  extorts  from 
the  writer  of  the  narrative  the  remark,  ihat  there 
was  more  hope  to  make  good  Christians  apd 
good  subjects  of  them,  than  of  one  half  of  those 
who  pretended  to  be  both.  . 

At  this  period,  Mr.  Sicklemore  returned  from 
his  expedition,  but  without  gaining  any  satisfac- 
tory account  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh^s  lost  com- 
pany or  of  the  silk-grass.  Captain  Smith,  who 
thought  it  proper  not  to  abandon  a. point  so 
strongly  urged  by  the  council  in  England,  sent 
upon  the  same  errand  two  of  his  company  to  the 
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Mangoags ;  a  tribe  of  Indians,  not  subject  to  Pow« 
hdtan^who  dwelt  somewhere  on  the  borders  of 
North  Carolina  and  Virginia.  They  were  fur- 
nished with  guides  by  the  chief  of  the  Quiyough- 
nohanocs,  a  small  tribe  dwelling  on  the  southern 
banks  pf  the  James  River,  about  ten  miles  from 
Jamestown.  ^^  This  honest,  proper,  promise- 
keeping  kii^,"  as  be  is  styled>  was  ever  friendly 
to  the  English;  and,  thopgh  he  zealously  wor- 
shipped his  own  false  gods,  he  was  ready  to  ac* 
knowledge  that  their  God  exceeded  his,  as  much 
as  guns  did  bows  and. arrows.  He  would  often 
send  presents  to  the  President,  in  a  time  of 
drought,  begging  him  to  pray  to  his  God  for 
rain,  lest  bis  com  should  spoil,  because  his  own 
gods  were  angry  with  him.  -  The  result  of  this 
expedition  was,  like  that  of  the  former  one, 
entirely  unsuccessful. 

The  Germans,  who  were  with  Powhatan,  gave 
them  constant  trouble.  One  Volday,  a  Swiss, 
was  employed  to  solicit  them  to  return  to  the 
colony  ;  but.,  instead  of  that,  he  basely  and  treach- 
erously entered  into  a  conspiracy  with  th^m  to  cut 
off  the  English,  and  diligently  exerted  himself  to 
bring  it  to  a  successful  issue.  Seeing  that  these 
were  obliged  to  wapder  about  in  search  of  provis- 
ions and  leave  the  fort  but  feebly^  defended,  they 
endeavored  to  prevail  upon  Powhatan  to  lend 
them  his  forces,  promising  to  bum  the  town,  to 
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the  huik,  and  make  the  greater  part  of  the 
coicmiatt  his  subjeeta  and  aiaTes. 

TUa  plot  was  commiuiicated  to  some  of  the 
malaaoptepts  at  Jamestown;  and  two  <^  tbem^ 
^  whoea  Chriaban  hearts  ralented  at  such  an.  un- 
cbnadan  act^"  revealed  it  to  the  President.  When 
it  beoame  generally  known  in  the  cdonj,  the  sen- 
timent of  indignation'  was  so  liYely,  that  several 
vdnnteeied  to  go  and  slay  the  Germans,  though 
in  the  very  presence  of  Powhatan.  Two  were 
aooordingly  sent  on  this  eirand^  but,  on  their  ar- 
rival, the  Crennans  made  such  plausifde  excuses, 
and  acGused  .Volday  so  warmly,  that  they  were 
nnaoeountahly  aaffered  to  go  mipunished,  Pow- 
hatan seems  to  have  observed  a  strict  neutrality 
m  this  business.  .^  He  sent  a  message  to  Captain 
Seaith,  infarming  him  that  he  would  neither  at- 
tempt to  detain  the  Grermans,  nor  lo  hinder  his 
men  from  executing  his  commands*  One  of  these 
Gennans,  we  are  told,'  afterwards  returned  to  his 
duty,  on  promise t>f  fiill  pardon  for  the  past;  the 
other  remained  witb  Powhatan*, 

The  writer  of  this  porfion  of  the  History  of 
Yirgima,  after  relating  these  incidents,  and  stating 
that  their  gieat  security  against  the  treacherous 
machinations  of  these  foreigners,  and  their  unprin- 
cipled coadjutors  at  Jamestown,  was  the  love  and 
respect  in  which  Captain  Smith  was  held,  by  all 
.the  neighboring  Indians,  goes  on  to  remark  upon 
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his  merits  in  a  strain  of  honest  admiiktion ;  ^  Sj 
this  you  may  see,  for  aU  those  orospes,  treacheries^ 
and  dissensions,  hovv»  he  wrestled  and  overcame 
(without  bloodshed)  all  that  happened ;  also  what 
gcx>d  Was  done;  how  few  died;  what  food  the 
countiy  naturally  afibrdeth;  what  small  cause 
there  is  men  should  stanre:  or  ^be  murdered  by 
the  savages,  that  have  diseretton  to  manage  them 
with  courage  and.,  industry.  TJie  two  fint  years, 
though  by  his  adventures  he.  had  ofien  broogfat 
the  savages  to  a  traddde  trade,  yet  you  see  how 
the  envious  authority  ever  crossed  him,  and  fnis* 
trated  his  best  endeavors.  But  it  wrought  in  him 
that  experience  and  estimation  amongst  the  sava- 
ges, as  otherwise  it  had  been  impossible  he  bad 
ever  effected  that  he  did.  Notwithstanding  .the 
many  miserable,  yet  generous  and  worthy  adven- 
tures he  had  oft  and  long  endured  in  the  wide 
worid,  yet  in  this  case  he  was  again  to  learn  his 
lecture  by  experi^oee;  which  with  much  ado 
having  obtained,  it  was  his  ill  chance  to  end,  when 
he  had  but  only  learned  how  to.bo^n." 

In  the  spring  of  .the  year  1609,  Captain  Sam- 
uel Argall,  afterwards  a  governor  of  the  colony, 
arrived  at  Jamestown.  He  came  to  trade  with 
the  colony  and  to  fish  for  sturgeon,  in  a  ship  sup- 
plied with  wine  and  provisions.  This,  says  Stitb, 
was  a  prohibited  trade,  but  it  was  connived  at, 
because  Argall  was  a  relation  of  Sir  Thomas 
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Smith.  The  necesaty  of  the  colony  obliged  them 
to  take  his  provbionSy  by  which  the  object  of  his 
voyage  was  defeated ;  but  as  soon  as  they  receiv- 
ed supplies  from  England,  they  revictualled  him 
home,  with  letters  giving  a  full  account  of  the 
state  of  their  affiurs.  By  him  Captain  Smith  re- 
ceived letters,  blaming  him  for  bis  Cruel  usage  of 
the  Indians,  and  ttx  not  -sending  back  the  form^ 
^hips  freighted.  By  him  they  also  heard  of  the 
great  preparations  in  England  for  sending  out  an 
expedition,  under  the  command  of  Lord  Delaware, 
and  of  the  entire  change  projected- in  the  govern- 
ment of  the  colony.  ^ 


CHAPTER  Xn. 


New  Charter  granted  to  the  Virginia  Qmpa-- 
ny.  —  Eacpedkion  despattked  to  Jamestown.  — 
Confusion  vcihidi  ensuts  on  its  Jlrrivid.^^ 
Captain  i^ith  returns  to  England. 

The  administratbn  of  Captain  Smith,  and  the 
general  course  of  events  from  the  firet,  at  James- 
town, had  been  far  from  satisfactory  to  the  com- 
pany in  England.  They  had  founded  the  colony 
aojely  from  selfish  motives,  in  the  hope  of  acquir- 
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mg  great  and  sudden  fortunes  by  the  opening  of  a 
passage  to  the  South  Sea,  or  by  the  discovery  of 
abundant  mines  of  gotd  and  silver.  The  splendid 
success  of  the  Spaniards  in  Sooth  America  had 
filled  the  imagmations  of  all  Europe  with  golden 
dreams  ;  and  the  company  were  disappointed  and 
irritated,  because  there  had  not  been  found  in 
Virginia  the  mineral  treasures  of  Peru  and  Mex«- 
ico.  They  chose  to  visit  their  displeasure  upon 
the  innocent  head  of  Captain  Smith,  as  if  he  had 
either  been  the  cause  of  thefr  extravagant  hopes, 
or  had,  by  some-potenf^  magic,  banished  the  pre- 
cious metals  from  the  soil  of  Virginia.  • 

Their  prejudice  against  him  was  increased,  un- 
doubtedly, by  their  extreme  ignorance  of  every 
thing  relating  to  the  history  and  situation  of  the 
colony,  which  disqualified  them  from  jud^ng  of 
the  propriety:  of  his  measjiires«  Their  minds  too 
had  been*  poisoned  by  the  misrepresentations  of 
Newport,  who  possessed  their  entire  confidence, 
and  who  hated  Captain  Smith  with  that  untiring 
and  dogged  hatred,  with  which  an  inferior  being 
contemplates  an  enemy,  who  is  too  much  above 
him  to  allow  the  most  distant  hope  of  rivalship. 
They  were  dissatisfied,  among  other  things,  with 
his  treatment  of  the  Indians,  thinking  it  too  harsh 
and  peremptory,  and  that  a  milder  and  more 
conciliatory  one  would  have  induced  them  to  dis- 
cover the  hidden  treasures,  which  they  were  per- 
suaded existed  somewhere  in  the  country. 
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Captain  Smith,  as  the  reader  must  have  ob- 
served, considered  himself  bound  from  the  fiist, 
to  provide  for  the  -protection  and  support  of  .the 
colony,  rather  than  the  pecuniary  mterests  of  the 
council  at  home*.  He  endeavored  to  give  it  a 
permanent  footing  in  the  oountiy,  an  object  about 
which  they  cared  very  little,  as  is  Aomn  by  their 
shamefiil  neglect  in  supplying  it  with  provisioos, 
as  well  as  by  the  character  of  the  adventurers 
whom  they  sent  out. 

He  perceived  at  once  the  futility  of  any  ex- 
pectations of  mismg  a  revenue  from  Virginia,  and 
dw^lt  upon  it  in  aU  his. communications  to  Eng- 
land. He  saw  that  a.  handful  of  Englishmen 
were  surrounded  by  numerous  and  formidaUe 
tribes  of  Indians,  and  .that  there  could  never  be 
any  security  to  life  or  prdjperty,  unless  they  were 
promptly  overawed  by  firm  and  spirited  conduct 
With  great  propriety  he  considered  himself  far 
better  able  to  judge  of  the  measures  which  ought 
to  be  adopted  for  the  colony,  than,  a  company 
of  gentlemen,  three  thousand  miles  distant,  who 
derived  their  information  from  imperfept  or  in- 
terested souroes.  His  administratioD,  as  we  have 
seen,  was  vigorous  and  decided,  aiming  rather  to 
benefit  the  ooktny,  than  to  please  the  .council 
at  home.  He  was  too  independent  and  proud 
a  man  to  stoop  to  conciliate  those  whose  fiivor 
was  not  to  he   won  by  a  steady  adherence  to 
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duty.  He  had  not  a  drop^of  the  courtier's  blood 
in  his  whole  body.  His  intercourse  with  his 
3uperioFS  ki  station  was  toarked  with  dignity  and 
self-respect.  His  letter  to  the  council,  which 
he  sent  by  Newport,  and  of  which  we  have 
given  an  account,  is  certainly  unmarked  by  del- 
icate, official  defereace,  and  litUe  calculated  to 
win  or  regain  favor.  All  these  things  had  com- 
bined to  render  him  and  bis  administration,  un- 
popular; and  be,  whose  services  lo  the  colo- 
ny had  been  mcalculable,  was  made  the  victim 
of  their  capricious  displeasure,  and  dismissed 
from  an  office  which  ,he  bad  filled  so  honora- 
bly, so  successfully,  and  with  such  constant  self- 
sacrifice. 

The  Virginia  company,  having  itiduced  many 
persons  of  rank  apd  wealth  to  join  with  them, 
in  order  to  increase  at  once  their  dignity  and 
their  funds,  applied  to  King  James  for  a  new 
charter,  which  was  granted,  and  .which  bears 
date.  May  23d,  1609.  It  gave  the  most  ample 
powers  to  the  council  in  England  and  showed  the 
most  wanton  disregard  of  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  the  colonists  who  had  emigrated  on  the  faith 
of  the  first  charter,  and  who  had  toiled,  suffered,^ 
and  accomplished  so  much.  By  virtue  of  these 
powers,  the  new  council  appobted  Lord  Dela- 
ware, a  nobleman  of  high  rank  and  distinguished 
character,   captain-general    of   the    colony  ;    Sir 
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Thomas  Gates,  lieatenant-general ;  Sir  George 
Somers,  admiral ;  Captain  Newport  (the  only  one 
who  had  erer  heen  in  Virginia),  Tice-admiral ; 
Sir  Thomas  Dale,  high  marshal ;  Sir  Ferdinando 
Wainman,  master  of  the  horse.  The  counte- 
nance of  so  many  honorahle  and  distinguished 
persons  made  the  enterprise  fashionable  and  pop- 
ular, 9o  that  they  were  able  to  equip  nine  ships, 
in  which  five  hundred  persons  consisting  of  men, 
women,  and  children,  embarked. 

The  expedition  set  sail  fiom  England  in  May, 
1609,  under  the  command  of  Sir  George  Somers, 
Sir  Thomas  Crates,  and  Captain  Newport,  each 
of  whom  had  a  commission  authorizing  him,  who 
first  arrived,  to  supersede  the  ex'isting  adminis- 
tration, and  to  govern  the  colony  by  the  terms 
and  provisions  of  the  new  charter,  until  the  arri- 
val of  Lord  Delaware  with  ibe  remainder  of  the 
recruits  and  supplies.  By  a  most  extraordinary 
oversight,  no  precedence  in  rank  was  assigned 
to  either  of  these  gentlemen',  and  they  were 
unable  to  settle  the  pomt  among  themselves,  nei- 
ther being  willing  to  resign  his  chance  of  being 
the  temporary  head. 

»  To  obviate  this  difficulty,  they  adopted  a  most 
injudicious  and  unibrtunatie  expedient;  they  all 
determined  to  embark  in  the  same  vessel,  their 
weak  and  childish  ambition  inducing  them  to 
take  a  step  which  defeated  the  very  object  of 
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this  triumvirate  division  of  autbority.  In  their 
ship  were  contained  also  the  bills  of  lading,  the 
new  commission,  instrut^tions  and  direcUons  of 
the  most  ample  nature,  and  the  greater  part  of 
their  provisions.  ,Tbb  vessel,  pn  the  25th  of 
July,  parted  from  the  rest  of  the  squadron  m  a 
violent  storm,  and  was  wrecked  on  one  of  the 
Bermuda  Islands ;  another  small  vessel  foundered 
at  sea  ^  the  seven  others  arrived  safely  at  James- 
town. The  President,  who  was  infomied  of  their 
arrival  by  his  scouts,  and  who  had  no  expecta- 
tion of  so '  large  a  fleet,  supposed  them  to  be 
Spaniards  coming  td  attack  the  colony,  and  with 
his  tidual  promptness  put  it  in  a  posture  of  de- 
fence. The  Indians  at  this  crisis  gave  the  strong-^ 
est  proof  of  their  good-will,  by  coming  forward 
with  the  greatest  alacrity,  and  offering  to  fight 
side  by  side  with  the  English  against  their  en- 
emies. , 

These  unfounded  apprehensions  w^e  soon  dis- 
sipated, but  only  to  be  replaced  by  substantial 
evils.  With  the  seven  ships  came  three  indi- 
viduals, of  whom  the  reader  has  before  heard, 
Ratcl^  (whose  real  name,  as  has  been  stated, 
was  Sickleknore),  Archer,  and  Martm,  all  of 
whom  were  enemies  to /Captain  Smith,  and  had 
so  prejudiced  the  minds  of  their  conftpanions 
against  him,  that  they  were  prepared  to  dislike 
without  ever  having  seen  him.     Their  ships  had 
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been   gready  shattered  in  their  stormy  passage, 
their  provisions  were  running  low,  many  of  them 
were  sick,  and  they  airrived  at  the  season  of  the 
year  most  trying  to  the  constitution.     The  great- 
er part  of  the  company,  moreover,  consisted  of 
persons  '^  much  fitter/'  as  Stith  says,  "  to  spoU 
or  ruin  a  commcHiwealth  than  to  help  to  r^ise 
or  maintain  one."     They  consisted  of  dissipated 
young  men,  exiled  by  their  friends  to  ^cape  a 
worse  destiny  at  home  ;    bankrupt   tradesmen  ; 
needy  adventurers ;  gentlemen,-  lazy,  poor,  and 
proud;   profligate  hangers-on  of  great  men,  and 
the  like. 

A  scene  of  wild  cotifusion  too)c  place  Immedi* 
ately  upon  their  landing.  They  had  brought 
no  commission  with  them  which  could  supersede 
the  old  one,  and  no  one  could,  with  legal  pro- 
priety, supplant  Captadn  Smith.  The  new  com- 
ers, however,  disdained  to  submit  to  his  author- 
ity, prejudiced  as  they  were  a^dnst .  him,  and 
lookbg  mth  contempt  upon  the  litde  band  of 
colonists,  whom  they  were  sent  to  cast  into  the 
shade. 

He,  at  first,  allowed  them  to  liave  every  thmg 
in  their  own  way,  and  in  consequence  there  was 
an  entire  end  of  all  government,  discipline,  and 
subordinadon.  The  new  comers,  diough  hav^ig 
neither  the  authority  nor  the  capacity,  under- 
took  to  remodel   the  government.     They   con- 
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ierred  the  chief  power  first  on  one  and  then  on 
another;  to-day,  they  administered  the  govern- 
ment acceding  to  the  old  commission ;  to-morrow, 
according  to  the  new:  and  the  next  day,  after  a 
new.  fashion  of  their  own.  There  was  no  con- 
sistency, no  responsibility,  and  in  fact  no  govern- 
ment ;  but  instead  of  it  a  wild  anarchy  and  mis- 
rule, to  which  nothing  but  chao9  could  furnish  a 
parallel. 

The  sensible  and  judicious  part  of  the  com- 
munity, both  of  the  new  comers  and  of  the  old 
settlers,  perceived  that  this  state  of  things,  if 
long  continued,  would  ^bring  the  colony  to  utter 
ruin,  and,  justly  appreciating  the  distinguished 
merit  of  Captain  -Smith,  entreated  him  to  re- 
sume his  abandoned  authority,  and  save  them 
from  destruction,  before  it  was  too  late.  He 
was  himself  so  disgusted  with  the  new  comers 
and  their  proceedings,  that,  had  he  consulted  his 
own  -wishes  alone,  he  would  have  abandoned  the 
country  and  gone  to  England.  But  there  was 
no  alloy  of  selfishness  in  his  nature.  He  felt 
for  the  colony,*  of  which  he  was  the  ^ soul  and 
life-blood,  the  pride  and  affection  which  a  par- 
ent feels' for  a  favorite  child.  To  its  prosperity 
he  was  ever  ready  to  sacrifice  his  private  feelings, 
and  he  saw  plainly,  that  the  present  system  would 
end  in  its  ruin. 
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He  felt  emboldened  too  bj  the  oonvictkn  of 
the  feet,  thA  he  was  and  had  been  its  kg^l  bead, 
and  that  no  one  had  any  official  amhoiity  fat 
aapenedii^  him.  He  did  not  hesitate,  theieibie, 
to  resume  the  station,  which  be  had  ibr  a  sboft 
time  tacitly  resigned,  though  in  doing  so  be  ex- 
posed himself  to  infinite  vexations  and  no  litde 
actual  danger  from  the  secret  and  open  opposi- 
tjon  of  his  enemies.  The  most  obstioale  and 
refractory  of  them  he  cast  into  prison  for  safe 
keepmgy  until  there  was  lei^ire  for  a  fair  and 
legd  trial.  It  was  thought  expedient  to  divide 
their  numbers,  and  accordingly  Captain  Martin 
was  sent  with  a  hundred  and  twenty  men  to 
Nansemond,  and  Captain  West  with  the  like  num- 
ber to  the  Falls  of  James  River,  each  receiv- 
ing a  due  proportion  of  provisions  from  the  com- 
mon stock. 

Before  these  settlements  were  planted.  Cap- 
tain Smith,  having  established  a  regular  govern- 
ment, and  being  near  the  end  of  the  year  of  liis 
presidency,  resigned  it' in  favor  of  Martin,  who 
was  the  only  person  that  could  be  chosen  to  the 
office.  He  had  the  good  sense  to  perceive,  that 
be  was  not  qualified  for  so  arduous  a  station,  and, 
restoring  it  to  Captain  Smith  in  less  than  three 
hours,  proceeded  with  his  company  to  Nanse- 
mond. His  experiment  proved  a  total  failure. 
The  Indians  were  kindly  disposed   towards  him, 
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till  his  injudicious  conduct  converted  them  into 
determined  enemies.  They  made  a  successful 
attack  upon  him,  killing  many  of  his  men,  and 
carrying  off  a  thousand  bushels  of  bis  com.  He 
made  a  feeble  resistance,  and  did  not  attempt  to 
recover  what  he  had  lost,  but  sent  to  Jamestown 
for  thirty  soldiers  to  aid  him.  These  were 
promptly  despatched,  but  he  made  no  use  of 
them  ;  and  they  soon  returned  of  their  own  ac- 
cord, disgusted  with  his  cowardice  and  imbecility. 
Martin  himself  shortly  followed  them,  leaving  bis 
company  to  take  care  of  themselves. 

Disasters  also  followed  the  settlement  at  the 
Fails.  It  wa3  originally  made  in  a  place  ejcposed 
to  the  inundations  of  the  river  and  to  other  great 
inconveniences ;  and  Captain  West  returned  to 
Jamestown  to  obtain  advice  and  assistance  in  the 
removal  of  it.  Captain  Smith  immediately  pur- 
chased of  Powhatan  the  place  called  by  his  name, 
which  was  a  short  distance  lower  down  the  river, 
and  went  up  to  the  Falls  himself,  to  superin 
tend  their  establishment  in  their  new  abode.  But 
the  mutinous  and  disorderly  company,  seeing  him 
attended  with  dkily  five  men,  refused  to  obey  his 
orders,'and,  on  his  attempting  to  use  force,  resisted 
him  and  obliged  him  to  take  refuge  on  board  his 
vessel,  having  narrowly  escaped  with  his  life. 

He  remained  here  nine  days,  in  the  hope  that 
they  would  listen  to  reason  and  consult  their  own 

Go2 


342  AMERICAN*  BIOGRAPHY. 

interest  in  putting  themselves  under  his 
)nce.  But  they  obstinately  refused  to  the  last. 
The  Indians,  meanwhile,  flocked  around  him 
with  bitter  complaints  of  the  treatment  they  had 
received  fiom  the  settlers,  saying,  that  they  had 
robbed  their  gardens,  stolen  their  com,  beaten 
them,  broken  into  their  houses,  and  carried  off 
some  of  their  people  and  detained  them  prison- 
ers. They  oflfered  to  assist  him  in  bringing  them 
to  subjection  by  the  strong  arm  of  power,  and 
told  him,  that  they  had  home  these  insults  and 
injuries  from  his  countrymen  out  of  respect  to 
him ;  but  that  he  must  forgive  them  if  hereafter 
they  defended  themselves  to  the  utmost  of  their 
ability,  and  repelled  unprovoked  aggressions-  by 
force.  ^ 

Finding  his  eSbvts  to  be  unayailing.  Captain 
Smith  departed  ; '  but  hb  vessel  grounded,  after 
she  had  proceeded  about  half  a  league,  a  very 
fortunate  circumstance,  as  the  result  showed. 
For  no  sooner-  was  his  back~  turned,  than  some 
Indians,  not  more  than  twelve  in  number  it  is 
stated,  burning  for  revenge,  assaulted  the  settlers, 
and,  killing  several  stragglers  whom  they  found  in 
the  woods,  struck  such  a  panic  into  the  rest,  that 
they  sent  down  in  great  alarm  to  Captain  Smith, 
ofiering  to  accede  to  any  terms  that  he  would 
propose,  if  he  would  come  and  assist  them.  He 
returned,  and,  after  punbhing  six^  or  seven  of  the 
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chief  ofienders,  removed  the  rest  to  Powhatan,  a 
place  every  way  adapted  to  their  purposes,  as  it 
had  been  brought  ander  cultivation  by  the  In- 
dians, who  had  also  erected  a  strong  fort  there. 

As  soon  as  they  were  settled  in  their  new 
habitation.  Captain  West  returned  and  began  to 
undo  $iU  that  bad  been  done^  Captain  Smith, 
unwilUng  to  contend  with  him,  opposed  him  in 
nothing,  but  left  him  to  manage  every  thing  in  his 
own  way.  By  his  influence  they  were  induced  to 
return  to  their  former  situation,  for  what  reason 
it  is  not  stated.. 

Captain  Smith  met  with  a  most  unhappy  acci- 
dent as  he  was  returning  to  Jamestown.  While 
he  was  sleeping  in  the  boat,  a  bag  of  powder  lying 
near  him  exploded,  and  tore  and  burned  his  flesh 
in  the  most  shocking  manner.  His  clothes  bebg 
on  fire,  he  leaped  overboard  to  quench  the  flames, 
and  was  with  difficulty  rescued  from  drowning. 
In  this  sad  condition  he  arrived  at  Jamestown, 
where  things  were  in  such  a  state  as  to  require 
all  his  faculties  of  mind  and  body.  The  time 
set  for  the  trial  of  Ratclifie,  Archer,  and  the 
others  who  had  been  imprisoned,  drew  near,  and 
their  guilty  consciences  made  them  shrink  from 
an  inquiry,  about  the  result  of  which' they  could 
entertain  no-  doubt.  Seeing  too  the  helpless  state 
of  the  President,  they  entered  into  a  plot  to 
murder  him  in  hb  bed ;  but  the  heart  of  the  base 
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wretch,  who  was  choseD  to  be  the  instrumeDt  of 
their  wickedness,  failed  hiin  at  the  last  moment, 
and  he  had  not  the  courage  to  fire  his  murderous 
pistoL  Having  failed  in  this,  thej  endeavored 
to  usurp  the  government  and  thereby  escape  pun- 
bhment.  Feveied  and  tormented  by  his  wounds, 
Captain  Smith  became  weieuy  of  this  perpetual 
struggle  against  the  violence  and  malice  of  his 
enemies,  and  of  supporting  his  rightftd  authority 
by  force  and  severity ;  and  he  now  determined  to 
return  to  England,  though  his  old  friends,  bdig- 
nant  at  the  treatment  he  had  received,  offered  and 
bdeed  entreated  to  be  allowed  to  bring,  him  the 
heads- of  his  foes.  But  he  would  not  permit  the 
colony  to  be  embroiled  in  a  civil  war  on  his  ac- 
count. Hi^  wounds  also  grew  very  dangerous, 
from  the  want  of  surgical  aid ;  and  be  believed 
that  he  could  never  recover,  unless  he  went  home 
as  soon  as  possible  to  be  cured  there.  He  there* 
fore,  in  the  early  part  of  the  autumn  of  1609, 
departed  from  Virgbia  never  to  retumao  it  again. 
He  left  behbd  him  four  hundred  and  ninety 
colonists,  one  hundred  of  whom  were  trabed  and 
expert  soldiers,  three  ships,  seven  boats,  tw<enty- 
four  pieces  of  ordnance,  three  hundred  muskets 
and  other  arms,  abundance  of  ammunition  and 
tools,  wearing  apparel  sufficient  for  all  their  wants, 
-and  an  ample  stock  of  domestic  animals  and  pro- 
visions. 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 

Hemarks  on  Captain  Smithes  Admnigtration 
in  Virginia. 

Captain  Smith  resided  a*little,more  than  two 
yeais  in  Virginia;  during  one  of  which  he  was 
President  of  the  colony.  The  reader,  who  has 
gone  thus  far  with  me,  will  be  enabled  to  Ibrm 
a  conception  of  what  he  accomplished,  and  the 
disadvantages  against  which  he  contended.  It  is 
difficult  for  those  who  have  been  reared  on  the  lap 
of  civilization,'  and  had  wants  created  hj  the  facil- 
ities of  gratifying  them,  to  have  a  full  sense  of  the 
labors  and  sufferings  of  the  first  settlers  of  a  new 
country.  Familiar  with  the  luxuries  of  artificial 
life,  they  are  tbrdwn  into  a  situation  where  ani- 
mal existence  can  hardly  he  supported.  Severe 
and  unremitted  toil  wears  down  the  frame  and 
depresses  the  mind.  Famine  often  lays  siege  to 
them,  and  new  and  strange  diseases  prostrate  their 
strength.  A  vague  sense  of  apprehension  ever 
darkens  their  lot,  and  not  a  leaf  stirs,  but  makes 
them  start  with  the  expectation  of  encountering 
some  great  and  unknown  danger. 

The  bright  hopes,  with  which  they  began  their 
enterprise,  are  apt  to  languish  and  die ;  and  their 
hearts  faint  under  the  influence  of  that  homesick-* 
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ness,  for  which  thete  is  no  medicine  but  a  draught 
of  the  air  of  one's  native  land.  To  be  the  suc- 
cessful leader  of  a  band  of  new  settlers  under 
the  most  favorable  circumstances^,  requires  an 
extraordinary  combination  of  powers.  He  must 
be  able  to  use  hb  hands  as  well  as  his  head,  tp 
act  as  well  as  to  command,  to  show  how  things  are 
to  be  done  as  well  as  to  give  directions  to  do 
them.  He  must  be  able  to  awe  the  refractory,  to 
encourage  the  distrustful,  and  to  cheer  up  the 
drooping.  He  must  have  courage,  fortitude^  self- 
command,  and  perseverance;  he  must  be  just^ 
yet  not  stem,  dignified,  yet  afiable  and  easy  of 
approach. 

The  Virginia  colony,  and  its  head  in  particular^ 
had  trials  and  perHs-  of  a  peculiar  nature  to  eu- 
counter,  in  additidn  to  those  which  they  might 
naturally  have  expected.  In  the  first  place,  they 
were  surrounded  by  numerous  and  powerful  tribes 
of  Indians,  whose  occupation  was  war,  and  who 
were  organized  into  a  powerful  confederacy  under 
a  ruler  of  extraordinary  resources,  the  idol  of  his 
people,  fiill  of  courage  and  enterprise,  rivalling 
in  dissimulation  the  most  accomplished  European 
diplomatist ;  and,  if  not  the  implacable  enemy  of 
the  whites,  he  has  been  represented  as  being  still 
very  far  from  their  friend,  and,  with  a  prophetic 
spirit,  apparently  realizing  from  the  first,  that 
their  permanent  residence  and  increase  would  in- 
volve the  ruin  of  his  own  people. 
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As  we  have  seen,  too,  Captain  Smitfa  had 
much  to  contend  against  in  the  characters  of  many 
of  the  settlers  themselves,  whom  the  old  world 
seems  to  have  shaken  off,  as  being  too  Worth- 
less and  desperate  to  be  any  longer  tolerated  at 
home.  They  were  Continually  irritating  him  l^ 
their  surly  opposition,  and  infecting  the  well- 
disposed  by  their  ill  example ;  for  labors  and 
hardships  are  much  lightened  when  they  are 
shared  by  all.  Instead  of  receiving  aid  from  the 
council  at  home,  they  were  to  him  a  source  of 
unmixed  vexation  aiid  disappointment. 

Chagrined  by  the  failure  of)  their  visionary 
hopes,  with  a  truly  consistent  selfishness  they 
abandoned  to  unwarrantable  neglect  the  settlers, 
whom  they  had  sent  into  a  howling  wilderness, 
taking  no  pains  to  provide  for  their  wants,  and, 
by  their  absurd  exactions,  making  the  expeditions 
they  3ent  out  to  them  a  tietx  and  a  burden. 
Captain  Smith  they  honored  with  peculiar  dislike, 
because  he  preferred  the  interests  of  the  colony 
to  their  own  ;  believing  all  thai  his  enemies  could 
say  of  him,  giving  him  reprbof  where  honor  was 
due,  and  finally  depr^^ang  him  of  hfs  command, 
at  the  very  moment,  when  by  his  extraordinary 
exertions^,  he  had  established  the  colony  upon  a 
firm  basis,  and  could  look  confidently  forward  to 
its  steady  increase  and  continued  prosperity. 
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It  b  hardly  possible  for  Captain  Smith's  ser- 
▼ioes  to  the  colooy  to  be  e&aggerated*  Nothing 
but  the  force  of  his  character  could  have  con- 
ducted it  through  so  toany  difficulties  and  dan- 
gers. Upon  his  single  life  its  existence  hung^ 
and  without  him  the  enterprise  jyould  have  been 
relinquisbed  agun  and  agaiA,  as.  in  the  case  of 
the  setdements  on  the  coast  of  North  Carolina, 
and  the  establishment  of  a  permanent  colony  in 
America  would  have  been  delayed. to  an  inde- 
finite period,  since  every  unsuccessful  attempt 
would  have  been  a  fresh  discouragement  to  such 
an  undertaking.  It  is  easy  to  be  seen  that  be 
embraced  the  interests  of  the  colony  with  the 
whole  force  of  his  fervid  and  enthusiastic  char- 
acter. He  was  its  right  eye  and  its  right  arm. 
In  its  service  he  displayed  a  perseverance,  which 
no  obstacles  could  dishearten,  a  courages,  which 
bordered  upon  rashness,  and  a  fertility  of  resour- 
ces, which  never  left  him  at  a  loss  for  remedies 
against  every  disaster,  and  for  the  means  of  extri- 
cating himself  from  every  diticulty  and  embar- 
rassment. 

It  is  curious  to  observe  that  be  seemed  not 
only  to  superintend,  but  to  do  every  thing.  His 
official  dignity  never  encumbered  him  when  any 
thing  was  to  be  done.  We  find  biro,  at  one  time, 
cutting  down  trees  with  his  own  hands;  at  another, 
heading  an  exploring  expedition,  venturing,  with  a 
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few  timid  followers  id  an  open  bark,  into  unknown 
regions  densely  peopled  with  savage  tribes;  and 
at  another,  marching  with  a  few  soldiers  to  pro- 
cure provisions,  and  sleeping  on  the  bare  ground 
in  the  depth*  of  winter.  He  had  the  advantage 
of  possessing  an  iron  frame  and  a  constitution 
whiph  was  proof  against  sickness  and  exposure ; 
so  that,  while,  others  were  'fiunt,  drooping,  and 
weary,  he  was  vigqrous,  unexhausted,  ready  to 
grapple  with  danger,  and  contemplating  every 
enterprise  with  cheerful  confidence  in  the  result. 

In  the  government  6f  his  colony  he  was  rigid- 
ly impartial,  just,  and,  as  might  be  expected  from 
one  who  had  so  long  been  a  soldier,  strict  even 
to,  severity.  l%is  was  mdeed  one  of  the  objec- 
tions made  to  his  administration  by  the  council  in 
England,  and  it  without  doubt  created  him  many 
enemies  in  Jainestown.  But  the  intelligent  rea- 
der, will  find  for  him  a  sufficient  apology  in  the 
desperate  character  of  many  of  the  settlers,  and 
in  the  absolute  necessity  of  implicit  subordination, 
which  their  situatbn  required. 

The  whole  power  was  centred  in  hb  own 
person,  and  a  refusal  to  obey  him  was  a  refusal 
to  obey  the  laws,  upon  which  their  safety  and 
even  exbtence  depended.  His  severity  arose 
from  a  sense  of  duty,  and  no  one  ever  accused 
him  of  being  wantonly  cruel  or  revengeful.  No 
man  was  more  ready  to  forgive   offences,  aimed 
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at  hinndf  persooaDy ;  a  striking  proof  of  whicb 
h,  that  we  hear  of  no  pomsbmeiits  being  inflicted 
QB  the  dastunfly  wretches  who  attempted  to  as- 
he  was  lying  helpless  from  bis 
Dg  thfB  last  days  of  his  administiation. 

His  oondoct  to  the  InAans,  though  not  always 
<ficiaaed  by  a  sgimi  of  Christian  justice  or  brother- 
hood, will  be  fiwnd  veiy  honontUe  to  him,  if 
tried  by  the  standard  of  the  opinions  of  his  day. 
Here,  too,  his  apology  most  be  found  in  the  peca- 
Sar  dramstances  m  winch  he  was  placed.  He 
was  not  the  head  of  a  powerfid  body,  meeting 
and  tiadii^  with  the  Indians  on  tenns  of  equal 
kr>  hot  of  a  fedtle  band,  whom  they,  if  they 
had  known  their  <ywn  strength,  might  hare  crash- 
nd  in  a  moment.  The  pasaoa  of  fear  is  the 
parent  of  ciiidty  and  of  treacbeiy.  It  was  nec- 
essaiy  (^or  at  least  it  was  deemed  so)  to  oTerawe 
the  Indians,  to  strike  tenor  into  them ;  and,  if  the 
means  resorted  to  for  accomplishing  these  ends 
weie  BOl  stricdy  justifiable,  therei  was  at  least  an 
excuse  for  them* 

The  Engfish  were  also  more  than  once  threat- 
ened with  frmine,  while  thrir  Indian  ne^bors 
were  generaUy  well  supplied  with  provirions ;  and 
reason  and  experience  tdl  us  that  starring  men 
will  not  be  Yeiy  nice  in  their  expedients  to  obtain 
food,  or  oooUy  examine  mto  the  right  and  wrong 
of  measoresy  when  a  fierce  animal  instinct  is  goad- 
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mg  them  on.  Captain  Smith/ by  his  prudence 
and  firmness,  established  a  most  harmonious  feel- 
ing between  the  two  races. 

The  respect  of  the  Indians  for  him  hardly 
stopped  short  of  idolatry..  His  great  qualities 
were  evident  to  these  untutoried  children  of  na- 
ture, and  their  reverence  was  the  instinctive  hom- 
age whicl^  was  paid  to  innate  superiority.  This  is 
alone  sufficient  to  prove  that  he  never  treated  the 
Indians,  even  as  they  thought,  with  injustice,  cru- 
elty, or  caprice ;  had  it  been  so,  he  never  would 
have  been  so  admired  and  honored  by  a  race  of 
men  who  are  proverbial  for  never  forgetting  an 
injury. 

The  genuine  merits  of  Captam  Smith,  as  a  pre- 
siding officer,  can  j0nly  be  fairly  estimated  by  com- 
paring him  with  others.  We  have  seen  that  when- 
ever he  departs  irom  Jamestown  every  thing  is 
thrown  into  confusion,  and  that,  as  soon  as  he  re- 
turns, order  is  restored  and  the  jarring  notes  of  dis- 
cord cease  to  be  heard.  As  none  but  himself  could 
bend  the  bow  of  Ulysses,  so  no  one  was  capable 
of  sustaining  the  office  of  President  for  a  single 
day  but  Captain  Smith.  We  have  seen  in  what 
difficulties  and  embarassments  Captain  Martin  at 
Nansemond  and  Captain  West  at  the  Falls  sever- 
ally involved  themselves ;  and  from  this  specimen 
we  may  draw  "  ominous  conjecture "  of  what 
would  have  been  the  fate  of  the  whole  colony, 
had  either  of  these  gentlemen  been  at  its  head. 
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to  know 

[  obliged  to 

never 

1  the  time  he  fiist  left 

A»arvr,  mmmei  Adni,  w  imi  ilj  upon  promise 
of  pvdsL  m  tke  time  of  Yoldaj's  ooospinicy. 
IKanot^  die  trocbfes  ii  the  cqIobj  «fier  the  ar- 
itriK  oi  XM  fast  cjniwlliun,  ke,  with  another  of 
he  o— iij  IW.B,  mmrd  Fnmds^  aking  advan- 
t^e  of  IM  £CMnl  mofaskm,  fled  again  to  Pow- 
baftaa»  proiusiag  thai  they  woahl  do  wonders  for 
t»  at  die  aimal  of  Lord  Ddawaie.  But  the 
aava^  aiimanh^  with  thai  sagacily  and  eleva- 
tioB  of  ehanctcr  which  were  peculiar  to  him, 
aoid  theaa  that  the  men,  who  were  ready  to  be- 
amy Capnia  Smith  to  him,  wooU  certainly  be- 
amy him  to  Loid  Delaware,  if  they  could  gain 
any  thing  thereby,  and  immediately  ordered  their 
i  to  be  beaten  out. 
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As  to  Volday  himself^  he  contrived  to  go  to 
England/ where  he  imposed  upon  many  merchants 
with  stories  of  the  rich  mines  he  had  discovered 
and  of  how  much  he  could  enrich  them,  so  that 
he  was  sent  out  with  Lord  Delaware ;  but,  his 
real  character  being  discovered  and  his  falsehoods 
detected,  he  died  in  misery  and  disgrace. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

Captain  Smithes  Firtt  Voyage  to  New  England. 

F.BOH  the  time  of  Captain  Siiiith's  departure 
from  Virginia,  till  the  year  1614,  there  is  a 
chasm  in  his  biography.  So  active  a  -mind  as 
his  could  not  have  been  idle  during  that  time, 
butj  unfortunately,  no  records  are  preserved  of 
what  he  attempted  or  accomplished.  We  have 
every  reason  to  suppose  that  his  favorite  subject 
of  settling  the  American  coptinent  occupied  a 
large  portion  of  his ^  time  and  thoughts.  Uia 
distinguished  reputation,  and  bis  great  knowledge 
and  experience  upon  that  head,  would  naturally 
point  him  out  as  the  most  proper  person  in  Eng- 
land to  be  consulted  by  those  who  bad  any 
projects   of   the   kind   in   contemplation,   and   as 
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wretcby  who  was  chosen  to  be  the  iDstmment  of 
their  wickedness,  failed  him  at  the  last  moment, 
and  he  had  not  the  courage  to  fire  his  murderous 
pbtol.  Having  failed  in  this,  they^  endeavored 
to  usurp  the  government  and  thereby  escape  pun- 
ishment. Fevered  and  tormented  by  bis  wounds, 
Captain  Smith  became  weary  of  this  perpetual 
'Struggle  against  the  violence  and  malice  of  his 
enemiesy  and  of  supporting  his  rightful  authority 
by  Ibice  and  severity ;  and  he  now  determined  to 
return  to  England,  though  his  old  firiends,  bdig- 
nant  at  the  treatment  he  had  received,  offered  and 
indeed  entreaited  to  be  allowed  to  bring,  him  the 
heads- of  his  foes.  But  he  would  not  permit  the 
colony  to  be  embroiled  in  a  civil  war  on  his  ac- 
count. Hm  wounds  also  grew  very  dangerous, 
fi*om  the  want  of  surgical  aid ;  and  he  believed 
that  he  could  never  recover,  unless  he  went  home 
as  soon  as  possible  to  be  cured  there.  He  there- 
fore, in  the  early  part  of  the  autunm  of  1-609, 
departed  from  Virginia  never  to  return  vto  it  again. 
He  left  behind  him  four  hundred  and  ninety 
colonists,  one  hundred  of  whom  were  trained  and 
expert  soldiers,  three  ships,  seven  boats,  tw.enty- 
four  pieces  of  ordnance,  three  hundred  muskets 
and  other  arms,  abundance  of  ammunition  and 
tools,  wearing  apparel  sufficient  for  all  their  wants, 
-and  an  ample  stock  of  domestic  animals  and  pro- 
visions. 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 

RemarJcs  an  Captain  Smithes  Admnittraiion 
in  Virginia. 

Captain  Smith  resided  a  •little,  more  than  two 
years  in  Virginia;  during  one  of  which  he  was 
President  of  the  colony.  The  reader,  who  has 
gone  thus  far  with  me^  will  be  enabled  to  form 
a  conception  of  what  he  accomplished,  and  the 
disadvantages  against  which  he  contended.  It  is 
difficult  for  those  who  have  been  reared  on  the  lap 
of  civilization/  and  had  wants  created  by  the  facil- 
ities of  gratifying  them,  to  have  a  full  sense  of  the 
labors  and  sufferings  of  the  first  settlers  of  a  new 
country.  Familiar  with  the  luxuries  of  artificial 
life,  they  are  thrown  into  a  situation  where  ani- 
mal existence  can  hardly  he  supported.  Severe 
and  unremitted  toil  wears  down  the  fbime  and 
depresses  the  mind.  Famine  oftetf  lays  siege  to 
them,  and  new  and  strange  diseases  prostrate  their 
strength.  A  vague  sense  of  apprehension  ever 
darkens  their  lot,  and  not  a  leaf  stirs,  but  makes 
them  start  with  the  expectation:!  of  encountering^ 
some  great  and  unknown  danger. 

The  bright  hopes,  with  which  they  began  their 
enterprise,  are  apt  to  languish  and  die ;  and  their 
hearts  faint  under  the  influence  of  that  homesick- 
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ness,  tor  which  there  is  no  medicine  but  a  draught 
of  the  air  of  one's  nsitive  land.  To  be  the  suc- 
cessful leader  of  a  band  of  new  setders  under 
the  most  favorabie  circumstances^,  requires  an 
extraordinary  combination  of  powers.  He  must 
be  able  to  use  hb  hands  as  well  as  his  head,  tp 
act  as  well  as  to  command,  to  show  how  things  are 
to  be  done  as  well  as  to  give  directions  to  do 
them.  He  must  be  able  to  awe  the  refractory,  to 
encourage  the  distrustful,  and  to  cheer  up  the 
drooping.  He  must  have  courage,  fortitude;  self- 
command,  and  perseverance;  he  must  be  just, 
yet  not  stem,  dignified,  yet  a&ble  and  easy  of 
approach. 

The  Virginia  colony,  and  its  head  in  particular^ 
had  trials  and  perHs-  of  a  peculiar  nature  to  en- 
counter, in  additidn  to  those  which  they  might 
naturally  have  expected.  In  the  first  place,  they 
were  surrounded  by  numerous  and  powerful  tribes 
of  Indians,  whose  occupation  was  war,  and  who 
were  organized  into  a  powerful  confederacy  under 
a  ruler  of  extraordinary  resources,  the  idol  of  his 
people,  full  of  courage  and  enterprise,  rivalling 
in  dissimulation  the  most  accomplished  European 
diplomatist ;  and,  if  not  the  implacable  enemy  of 
the  whites,  he  has  been  represented  as  being  still 
very  far  from  their  friend,  and,  with  a  prophetic 
spirit,  apparently  realizing  from  the  first,  that 
their  permanent  residence  and  increase  would  in- 
volve the  ruin  of  his  own  people. 
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As  we  have  seen,  too,  Captiun  Smith  had 
much  to  contend  against  in  the  characters  of  many 
of  the  settlers  themselves,  whom  the  old  world 
seems  to  have  shaken  off,  as  being  too  Worth- 
less and  desperate  to  be  any  longer  tolerated  at 
home.  They  were  Continually  irritating  him  by 
their  surly  opposition,  and  infecting  the  well- 
disposed  by  their  ill  example  ;  for  labors  and 
hardships  are  much  lightened  when  they  are 
shared  by  all.  Instead  of  receiving  aid  fiora  the 
council  at  home,  they  were  to  him  a  source  of 
unmixed  vexation  aiid  disappointment. 

Chagrined  by  the  failure  of  >  their  visionary 
hopes,  with  a  truly  consistent  selfishness  they 
libandoned  to  unwarrantable  neglect  the  settlers, 
whom  they  had  sent  into  a  howling  wilderness, 
taking  no  pains  to  provide  for  their  wants,  and, 
by  their  absurd  exactions,  making  the  expeditions 
they  sent  out  to  them  a  tax  and  a  burden. 
Captain  Smith  they  honored  with  peculiar  dislike, 
because  he  preferred  the  interests  of  the  colony 
to  their  own ;  believing  all  that  his  enemies  could 
say  of  him,  giving  him  reprOof  where  honor  was 
due,  and  finally  depriving  him  of  hfs  command, 
at  the  very  moment,  when  by  his  extraordinary 
exertions,  he  had  established  the  colony  upon  a 
firm  basis,  and  could  look  confidently  forward  to 
its  steaidy  increase  and  continued  prosperity. 
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It  is  hardly  possible  for  Captain  Smith's  ser- 
vices to  the  colooy  to  be  exaggerated.  Nothing 
but  the  force  of  bb  character  could  have  con- 
ducted it  through  so  loaoy  difficulties  and  dan- 
gers. Upon  his  single  life  its  existence  hung, 
and  without  him  the  enterprise  yroald  have  .been 
relinquished  again  and  agaib,  as.  in  the  case  d 
the  settlements  <m  the  coast  of  NorUi  Carolina, 
and  the  establbhment  of  a  permanent  colony  in 
America  would  have  been  delayed  to  an  inde- 
finite period,  since  every  unsuccessful  attempt 
would  have  been  a  fresh  discounrg^nent  to  such 
an  undertaking.  It  is  easy  to  be  seen  that  he 
embraced  the  interests  of  the  colony  with  the 
whole  force  of  his  fervid  and  enthusiastic  char- 
acter. He  was  its  right  eye  and  its  right  arm. 
In  its  service  he  displayed  a  perseverance,  which 
no  obstacles  could  dishearten,  a  courage,  which 
bordered'  upon  rashness,  and  a  fertility  of  resour- 
ces, which  never  left  him  at  a  loss  for  remedies 
against,  every  disaster,  and  for  the  means  of  extri- 
cating himself  from  eyery  di^cuky  and  embar- 
rassment. 

It  is  curious  to  observe  that  he  seemed  not 
only  to  superintend,  but  to  do  every  thing.  His 
official  dignity  never  encumbered  him  when  any 
thing  was  to  be  done.  We  find  him,  at  one  time, 
cutting  down  trees  with  his  own  bands;  at  another, 
heading  an  exploring  expedition,  venturing,  with  a 
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few  timid  followers  in  an  open  bark,  into  unknown 
regions  densely  peopled  with  savage  tribes;  and 
at  another,  marcbmg  with  a  few  soldiers  to  pro- 
cure provisions,  and  sleeping  on  the  bare  ground 
in  the  depth  of  winter.  He  had  the  advantage 
of  possessing  an  iron  frame  and  a  constitution 
whiph  was  proof  against  sickness  and  exposure ; 
so  that^  while,  others  were  faint,  drooping,  and 
weary,  he  was  vigorous,  unexhausted,  ready  to 
grapple  with  danger,  and  contemplating  every 
enterprise  with  cheerful  confidence  in  the  result. 

In  the  government  of  his  colony  he  was  rigid- 
ly impartial,  just,  and,  as  might  be  expected  from 
one  who  had  so  long  been  a  soldier,  strict  even 
to.  severity.  This  was  mdeed  one  of  the  objec* 
tions  made  to  his  administration  by  the  council  in 
England,  and  it  without  doubt  created  him  many 
enemies  4n  Jamestown.  But  the  intelligent  rea- 
der, will  find  for  him  a  sufficient  apology  in  the 
desperate  character  of  many  of  the  settlers,  and 
in  the  absolute  necessity  of  Implicit  ^nbordination, 
which  their  situatbn  required. 

The  whole  power-  was  centred  in  his  own 
person,  and  a  refusal  to  obey  him  was  a  refusal 
to  obey  the  laws,  upon  which  their  safety  and 
even  exbtence  depended.  His  severity  arose 
from  a  sense  of  duty,  and  no  one.  ever  accused 
him  of  being  wantonly  cruel  or  revengeful.  No 
man  was  more  ready  to  forgive   offences,  aimed 
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poaooaD J  ;  a  mikjiig  proof  cf  viacb 
k,  tint  we  bar  of  no  poaisfaiBeats  bd^  inffided 
OB  the  dvisdijr  wretches  who  atieDipiBd  to  as- 
I,  as  he  WIS  Ijii^  hdplB»  fiom  fab 
,  dmiDg  thfB  last  days  of  his  adniinistiaiioB. 

His  oondoct  to  the  IndiaiB,  thoi^  not  ahva js 
cfidaled  by  a  sgimi  of  Chiistian  justice  or  farather- 
hood,  wiD  be  fiwnd  veiy  hooorable  to  hiniy  if 
tried  by  the  standaid  of  the  ofmuons  of  his  day. 
Heie,  too,  hb  apology  miBt  be  fixind  in  the  peca- 
liar  circuiiistaDces  in  which  he  was  placed.  He 
was  DoC  the  head  of  a  poweifid  body,  meeting 
and  trading  with  the  Indians  on  terms  of  equal 
ity,  but  of  a  feeble  band,  whom  they,  if  they 
had  known  their  own  strength,  might  have  crush- 
ed in  a  moment.  The  pasaoa  of  fear  b  the 
parent  of  cruelty  and  of  treachery.  It  was  nec- 
essary (or  at  least  it  was  deem^  so)  to  overawe 
the  Indians,  to  strike  terror  mto  them ;  and,  if  the 
means  resorted  to  for  accomplishing  these  ends 
were  not  strictly  justifiable,  there,  was  at  least  an 
excuse  for  them. 

The  English  were  also  more  than  once  threat- 
ened with  famine,  while  their  Indian  neighbors 
were  generally  well  supplied  with  provisions ;  and 
reason  and  experience  tell  us  that  starving  men 
will  not  be  very  nice  in  their  expedients  to  obtain 
food,  or  coolly  examine  into  the  right  and  wrong 
of  measures,  when  a  fierce  animal  instinct  is  goad- 
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iDg  them  on.  Captain  Smith/ by  his  prudence 
and  firmness^  established  a  most  harmonious  feel- 
ing between  the  two  races. 

The  respect  of  the  Indians  for  him  hardly 
stopped  short  of  idolatry..  His  great  qualities 
were  evident  to  tliese  untutored  children  of  na- 
ture, and  their  reverence  was  the  instinctive  hom- 
age which  was  paid  to  innate  superiority.  This  is 
alone  sufficient  to  prove  that  he  never  treated  the 
Indians,  even  as  they  thought,  with  injustice,  cru- 
elty, or  caprice ;  had  it  been  so,  he  never  would 
have  been  so  admired  and  honored  by  a  race  of 
men  who  are  proverbial  for  never  forgetting  an 
injury. 

The  genuine  merits  of  Captain  Smith,  as  a  pre- 
siding officer,  can  jloily  be  fairly  estimated  by  com- 
paring him  with  others.  We  have  seen  that  when- 
ever he  departs  from  Jamestown  every  thing  is 
thrown  into  confusion,  and  that,  as  soon  as  he  re- 
turns, order  b  restored  and  the  jarring  notes  of  dis- 
cord cease  to  be  heard.  As  none  but  himself  could 
bend  the  bow  of  Ulysses,  so  no  one  was  capable 
of  sustaining  the  office  of  President  for  a  single 
day  but  Captain  Smith.  We  have  seen  in  what 
difficulties  and  embarassments  Captain  Martm  at 
Nansemond  and  Captain  West  at  the  Falls  sever- 
ally involved  themselves ;  and  from  this  specimen 
we  may  draw  "  ominous  conjecture "  of  what 
would  have  been  the  fate  of  the  whole  colony, 
had  either  of  these  gentlemen  been  at  its  head. 
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abo  die  resohs  of  Us  brilliant  expe- 
ls espkxe  the  Chesapeake  with  Newport's 
pompoQS  march  mto  the  counlfy  of  the  MooacaDS, 
m  which  his  fiubre  was  as  wretched  as  his  means 
of  aaooess  were  ample.  The  miseiaUe  adven- 
•■R5  of  the  ooloBj,  toOy  after  he,  its  mliog  and 
moviof  spiril,  had  departed,  are  in  themsrives  a 
spkwfid  eaKHBBBB  upon  his  eneigetic  and  sac- 
osssam  aflinnwrrnniwi- 

The  reader  maj  have  some  cmiositj  to  know 
what  became  of  the  CSemians,  whose  treadiery 
and  mhwmdncf  we  have  so  often  been  oUiged  to 
Rcnrd.  Or  of  them,  by  name  Samuel,  never 
recureed  to  the  English  fiom  the  time  he  first  left 
theoB,  kai  speflt  his  dijs  in  Powh«Um's  service. 
Awxber,  aamBd  Adam,  retnned,  upon  promise 
of  pardon,  aft  the  time  of  Yoldaj's  oonsjHracy. 
IXifiD«:  the  tronhles  in  the  colony  ^ter  die  ar- 
rival of  the  last  expedkion,  he,  with  another  of 
hb  ooamtiTmen,  named  Francs,  taking  advan- 
la$e  of  the  general  confiision,  fled  again  to  Pow- 
kalan,  proaaisii^  thai  thej  would  do  wonders  for 
him  at  the  anival  of  Lord  Delaware.  But  the 
mn^  BMmaich,  with  that  sagacily  and  eleva- 
rion  of  character  vriiich  were  peculiar  to  him, 
aoid  them  that  the  men,  who  were  ready  to  be- 
my  Captrin  Smith  to  him,  would  certainly  be- 
my  him  to  Lord  Ddaware,  if  they  could  gun 
any  thi^g  thereby,  and  immediately  ordered  their 
'  to  be  beaten  out. 
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As  to  Volday  himself,  be  contrived  to  go  to 
England/  where  he  imposed  upon  many  merchants 
with  stories  of  the  rich  mines  he  had  discovered 
and  of  how  much  he  could  enrich  them,  so  that 
he  was  sent  out  with  Lord  Delaware ;  but,  his 
real  character  being  discovered  and  his  fakehoods 
detected,  he  died  m  misery  and  disgrace. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

Captain  Smithes  First  Voyage  to  New  England. 

F.BOH  the  time  of  Captain  Siiiith's  departure 
from  Virginia,  till  the  year  1614,  there  is  a 
chasm  in  his  biography.  So  active  a  -mind  as 
his  could  not  have  been  idle  during  that  time, 
but,  unfortunately,  no  records  are  preserved  of 
what  he  attempted  or  accomplbh^d.  We  have 
every  reason  to  suppose  that  his  favorite  subject 
of  settling  the  American  continent  occupied  a 
large  portio^i  of  his' time  and  thoughts.  Uia 
distinguished  reputation,  and  bis  great  knowledge 
and  experience  upon  that  head,  would  naturally 
point  him  out  as  the  most  proper  pefson  in  Eng- 
land to  be  consulted  by  those  who  bad  any 
projects  of  the   kind   in   contemplation,   and   as 
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the  best  qnaBfifrf  to  take  a  put  b  than  Urn- 
wOL 

In  1614,  probihly  by  hb  advice  and  it  ku 
niggeatioa,  an  expeifitioo  was  fitted  out  bj  some 
London  numtkfUiU^  m  the  expense  of  which  be 
abo  dialed,  fcr  the  purposes  of  trade  and  &- 
ooferj  in  New  England,  or,  as  it  was  then 
called,  Noith  Viiginia.  An  attempt  had  been 
made  to  establish  a  colony  on  the  coast  €)(  Mabe, 
by  the  Plymouth  company  as  eariy  as  1607, 
and  fixty-fiTe  individuals  passed  the  winter  there. 
As  the  winter  of  IGOK  —  8  was  remarkably  s&- 
▼ere  all  ower  the  ^orid,  we  can  easily  imagine 
their  nffsnogs ;  and  shall  not  be  surprised  to 
learn,  that  they  abandoned  the  enterprise,  and 
leturaed  to  Fngland  in  the  bst  vessel  which 
was  sept  out  to  them.  Tley  gave  a  most  un- 
&voiable  aocoimt  of  the  country,  describing  it  as 
odd,  bairen,  and  rocky  in  the  extreme.  Dis- 
heartened, it  would  seem,  by  these  representa- 
tions, the  company  fag  some  years  coofioed  their 
eflbits  to  one  or  two  voyages,  the  objects  of 
which  were,  to  catch  fish  and  traffic  with  the 
Indians,  till,  as  we  have  stated,  they  associated 
with  themselves  the  enterpiiang  genius  of  Cap- 
tain Smith* 

la  Maiob,  1614,  he  set  sail  iix)m  London  with 
two  ships,  one  commanded  by  himself,  an4  the 
other  by  Capiain  Thomas  Hunt.     They  arrived, 
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April  30th,  at  the  island  of  Manhegin  on  the 
coast  of  Maine,  where  they  built  seven  boats. 
The  purposes,  for  which  they  were  sent,  were  to 
capture  whales  and  to  search  for  mines  of  gold 
or  copper,  which  were  said  to  be  therci  and,  if 
these  failed,  to  make  up  a  cargo  of  fish  and 
furs. 

Of  mines  they  found  no  indications,  and  they 
found  whale-fishing  a  ''  costly  conclusion  " ;  for, 
although  they  saw  many,  and  chased  them  too, 
they  succeeded  in  taking  none.  They  thus  lost 
the  best  part  of  the  fishing  season ;  but,  after 
giving  up  their  gigantic  game,  they  diligently 
employed  the  months  of  July  and  August  in 
taking  and  curing  cod-fish,  an  humble,  but  more 
certain  prey.  While  the  crew  were  thus  em- 
ployed, Captain  Smith,  with  eight  men  in  a 
small  boat,  surveyed  and  examined  the  whole 
coast,  from  Penobscot  Ao  Cape  Cod,  trafficking 
with  the  Indians  for  furs,  and  twice  fighting  with 
them,  and  taking  such  observations  of  the  prom- 
inent points,  as  enabled  him  to  construct  a  map 
of  the  country.  He  then  sailed  for  England, 
where  he  arrived  ii).  August,  within  six  months 
after  his  departure. 

He  left  Captain  Hunt  behind  him,  with  orders 
to  dispose  of  his  cargo  of  fish  in  Spain.  Un- 
fortunately, Hunt  was  a  sordid  and  unprincipled 
miscreant,  who  resolved  to  make  his  country- 
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oifioDS  to  the  Indans,  and  tbfis  prevent  the 
ibUshmeot  of  a  pennaiieot  coloaj,  which  would 
&!uiu5h  the  hr^e  gains  he  aod  a  few  others  de- 
med  hj  monopolizing  a  hjcrative  traffic.  ¥(X 
this  purpose,  having  decojed  twenty-four  of  the 
natives  on  board  his  ship,  he  carried  them  off  and 
sold  tbeni  as  slaves  in  the  port  of  Malaga. 

H^tory,  fruitfiil  as  it  is  in  narratives  of  iojustice, 
oppression,  and  crimes,  has  recorded  few  acts  so 
mfiunous  as  this.  He  was  indignantly  dismissed 
from  hb  office  by  his  employers,  when  they  heard 
of  his  guilt ;  but  this  could  not  undo  the  mischief 
which  had  been  done,  nor  prevent  its  evil  conse- 
quences. The  outrage  sunk  deep  into  the  hearts 
of  the  Indians,  and,  with  the  indiscriminating  ven- 
geance of  savage  natures,  they  visited  their  wrongs 
in  afier  times  upon  innocent  heads,  because  they 
belonged  to  that  hated  race  with  whom  their  ear- 
ly associations  were  so  tragical. 

Captain  Smith,  upon  his  return,  presented  his 
map  of  the  country  between  Penobscot  and  Cape 
Cod  to  Prince  Charles  (afterwards  Charles  the 
First),  with  a  request  that  he  would  substitute 
others,  instead  of  the  "  barbarous  names "  which 
had  been  given  to  particular  places.  Smith  him- 
self gave  to  the  country  the  name  of  New  England, 
as  he  expressly  states,  and  not  Prince  Charles,  as 
is  commonly  supposed.  With  his  request  Prince 
Charles  graciously  complied,  and  made  many  al- 
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terations  in  the  nomenclature,  which  were  gen- 
erally marked  by  good  taste.  The  name  which 
Smith  had  given  to  Cape  Ann,  was  Cape  Traga- 
bfgzanda,  ixi  honor  of  his  Turkish  mistress,  whom 
I  hope  my  readers  have  not  forgotten.  Those^ 
who  have  occasion  to  pronounce  the  name  fre- 
quently, will  congratulate  themselves  on  the 
change.  Cape  Cod,  the  name  given  by  Gos- 
Dold,  was  altered  by  the  Prince  to  Cape  James, 
in  honor  of  his  father;  but  posterity  has  per- 
tinaciously adhered  to  the  old,  homely  title,  in 
spite  of  the  double  olaims  of  the  n^w  one,  as 
being  the  4iame  of  a  king  and  bestowed  by  a 
prince.  With  his  characteristic  modesty.  Smith 
bad  given  his  own  name  t)nly  to  a  small  cluster 
of  islands,  which  the  Prince  did  not  alter ;  but, 
by  some  strange  caprice,  they  are  now  called  the 
Isles  of  Shoals,  a  change  which  has  neither  jus- 
tice nor  taste  to  reconimend  it. 

The  first  port,  into  which  Captain  Smith  put 
on  his  return  to  England,  was  Plymouth.  There 
he  related  his  adventures  to  some  of  his  friends, 
"  who,"  he  says,  "  as  I  supposed,  were  interested 
in  the  dead  patent  of  this  unregarded  country." 
The  Plymouth  company  of  adventurers  to- North 
Virginia,  by  flattering  hopes  and  large  promises 
induced  him  to  engage  his  services  to  them.  Up- 
on his  arrival  in  London,  overtures  were  made 
to  him  by  his  old  employers,  the  South  Virginia 
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ness,  for  which  there  is  no  medicine  but  a  draught 
of  the  air  of  one's  nattive  land.  To  be  the  suc- 
cessful leader  of  a  band  o[  new  settlers  under 
the-  most  favorable  circumstances,,  requires  an 
extraordinary^  combination  of  powers.  He  must 
be  able  to  use  his  hands  as  well  as  his  head,  tp 
act  as  well  as  to  command,  to  show  how  things  are 
to  be  done  as  well  as  to  give  directions  to  do 
them.  He  must  be  able  to  awe  the  refractory,  to 
encourage  the  distrustful,  and  to  cheer  up  the 
drooping.  He  must  have  courage,  fortitude;  self- 
command,  and  perseverance;  he  must  be  just, 
yet  not  stem,  dignified,  yet  affiible  and  easy  of 
approach. 

The  Virginia  colony,  and  its  head  in  particular, 
had  trials  and  perils  of  a  peculiar  nature  to  en- 
counter, in  additibn  to  those  which  they  might 
naturally  have  expected.  In  the  first  place,  they 
were  surrounded  by  numerous  and  powerful  tribes 
of  Indians,  whose  occupation  was  war,  and  who 
were  organized  into  a  powerful  confederacy  under 
a  ruler  of  extraordinary  resources,  the  idol  of  his 
people,  full  of  courage  and  enterprise,  rivalliog 
in  dissimulation  the  most  accomplished  European 
diplomatist ;  and,  if  not  the  implacable  enemy  of 
the  whites,  he  has  been  represented  as  being  still 
very  far  from  their  friend,  and,  with  a  prophetic 
spirit,  apparently  realizing  from  the  first,  that 
their  permanent  residence  and  increase  would  in« 
volve  the  ruin  of  his  own  people. 
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As  we  have  seen,  too,  Captain  Smith  bad 
much  to  contend  against  in  the  characters  of  many 
of  the  settlers  themselves,  whom  the  old  world 
seems  to  have  shaken  off,  as  being  too  Worth- 
less and  desperate  to  be  any  longer  tolerated  at 
home.  They  were  6ontinually  irritating  him  by 
their  surly  opposition,  and  infecting  the  well- 
disposed  by  their  ill  example ;  for  labors  and 
hardships  are  much  lightened  when  they  are 
shared  by  all.  Instead  of  receiving  aid  from  the 
council  at  home,  they  were  to  him  a  source  of 
unmixed  vexation  and  diisappointment. 

Chagrined  by  the  failure  of)  their  visionary 
hopes,  with  a  truly  consistent  selfishness  they 
abandoned  to  unwarrantable  neglect  the  settlers, 
whom  they  had  sent  into  a  howling  wilderness, 
taking  no  pains  to  provide  for  their  wants,  and, 
by  their  absurd  exactions,  making  the  expeditions 
they  sent  out  to  them  a  tax  and  a  burden. 
Captain  Smith  they  honored  with  peculiar  dislike, 
because  he  preferred  the  interests  of  the  colony 
to  their  own  ;  believing  all  that  his  enemies  could 
say  of  him,  giving  him  reprOof  where  honor  was 
due,  and  finally  depriving  him  of  Ms  command, 
at  the  very  moment,  when  by  his  extraordinary 
exertions,  he  had  established  the  colony  upon  a 
firm  basis,  and  could  look  confidently  forward  to 
its  steady  increase  and  continued  prosperity. 
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Thoinas  Gates,  lieutenaot-genera] ;  Sir  Creorge 
Sewneis,  admital ;  Captain  NewpcHt  (the  only  one 
who  had  ever  heen  in  Virginia),  ▼ice-admiral; 
Sir  Thomas  Dale,  high  marshal ;  Sir  Ferdinando 
Wainnian,  master  of  the  horse.  The  counte- 
nance of  so  many  honoiahle  and  distinguished 
persons  made  the  enterprise  fashionahle  and  pop- 
ular, so  that  they  were  ahle  to  equip  nine  ships, 
in  which  five  hundred  persons  ccMisisting  of  men, 
women,  and  children,  embarked. 

The  expedition  set  sail  fiom  England  in  May, 
1609,  under  the  command  of  Sir  George  Somers, 
Sir  Thomas  Gates,  and  Captain  Newport,  each 
of  whom  had  a  commission  authorizing  him,  who 
first  arrived,  to  supersede  the  existing  adminis- 
tration, and  to  govern  the  colony  by  the  terms 
and  jprovisions  of  the  new  charter,  until  the  arri- 
val of  Lord  Delaware  with  ihe  remainder  of  the 
recruits  and  supplies.  By  a  most  extraordinary 
oversight,  no  precedence  in  rank  was  assigned 
to  either  of  these  gentlemen',  and  they  were 
unable  to  settle  the  point  among  themselves,  nei- 
ther being  willing  to  resign  his  chance  of  being 
the  temporary  head. 

9  To  obviate  this  difficulty,  they  adopted  a  most 
injudicious  and  unfortunate  expedient;  they  all 
determined  to  embark  in  the  same  vessel,  their 
weak  and  childish  ambition  inducing  them  to 
take  a  step  which  defeated  the  very  object  of 
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this  triumvirate  division  of  authority.  In  their 
ship  were  contained  also  the  bills  of  lading,  the 
new  comniissiony  instrubtions  and  direcUons  of 
the  most  ample  nature,  and  the  greater  part  of 
their  provisions.  .This  vessel,  pn  the  25lh  of 
July,  parted  from  the  rest  of  the  squadron  m  a 
violent  storm,  and  was  wrecked  on  one  of  the 
Bermuda  Islands  ;  another  small  vessel  foundered 
at  sea  i  the  seven  oihers  arrived  safely  at  James- 
town. The  President,  who  was  informed  of  their 
arrival  by  his  scouts,  and  who  had  no  expecta- 
tion of  so '  large  a  fleet,  supposed  them  to  be 
Spaniards  coming  to  attack  the  colony,  uid  with 
his  udoal  promptness  put  it  in  a  posture  of  de- 
fence. The  Indians  at  this  crisis  gave  the  strong-^ 
est  proof  of  their  good-will,  by  coming  forward 
with  the  greatest  alacrity,  and  offering  to  fight 
side  by  side  with  the  English  against  dieir  en- 
emies. , 

These  unfounded  apprehensions  were  soon  dis- 
sipated, but  only  to  be  replaced  by  substantial 
evils*  With  the  sev^n  ships  came  three  indi- 
viduals, of  whom  the  reader  has  before  heard, 
Ratcliflb  (whose  real  name,  as  has  been  stated, 
was  Sicklehiore),  Archer,  and  Martin,  all  of 
whom  were  enemies  to /Captain  Smith,  and  had 
so  prejudiced  the  minds  of  their  companions 
against  him,  that  they  were  prepared  to  dislike 
without  ever  having  seen  him.     Their  ships  had 
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heca  gmdj  slaneicd  in  their  stonnj  passage, 
their  [■niiifi  were  loniDg  low,  man j  of  them 
were  skkj  lod  thej  airived  at  the  season  of  the 
OBt  tijio^  to  the  constitotioD.  The  great- 
of  the  company,  moreoYer,  conssted  of 
«<  iMch  fitter/'  as  Scith  says,  "  to  spoil 
Bweahh  than  to  help  to  raise 
They  conasted  of  dissipated 
joun^  men,  exiled  by  their  fiiends  to  escape  a 
wse  destiny  at  home  ;  bankrupt  tradesm^  ; 
■eedy  adventurers ;  gentlemen,  hzy,  poor,  and 
prood;  profligate  haogeG-on  of  great  men,  and 
the  Eka. 

A  aoene  of  wild  oonfiisaon  took  place  immedi- 
ately upon  their  landing.  They  bad  brought 
no  *^nwwMiMna  with  them  which  could  supersede 
the  old  one,  and  no  one  could,  with  legal  pro- 
priety, supplant  Captaun  Smith.  The  new  com- 
ers, however,  disduned  to  submit  to  bis  aotbor- 
ity,  prejodioed  as  they  were  a^punst .  bim,  and 
hxiking  with  contempt  upon  the  litde  band  of 
ri>lfflnrfn^  whom  they  were  sent  to  cast  into  the 
diade. 

He,  at  first,  aDowed  them  to  have  every  thing 
in  their  own  way,  and  in  consequence  there  was 
an  entire  end  of  all  government,  discipline,  and 
suhordinadon.  The  new  comets,  though  having 
neither  the  authority  nor  the  capacity,  under- 
took  to  remodel  the  government.     They  coo- 
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ferred  the  chief  power  first  on  one  and  tlien  on 
another;  to-day,  they  administered  the  govern* 
ment  according  to  the  old  commission ;  to-morrow, 
according  to  the  new :  and  the  next  day,  after  a 
new.  fashion  of  their  own.  There  was  no  con- 
sistency, no  responsibility,  and  in  fact  no  govern- 
ment ;  but  instead  of  it  a  wild  *  anarchy  and  mis- 
rule, to  which  nothing  but  ohao9  could  furnish  a 
parallel. 

The  sensible  and  judicious  part  of  the  com- 
munity, both  of  the  new  comers  and  of  the  old 
settlers,  perceived  that  this  state  of  things,  if 
long  continued,  would  *.bring  the  colony  to  utter 
ruin,  and,  justly  appreciating  the  distinguished 
merit  of  Captain  Smith,  entreated  him  to  re- 
sume his  abandoned  authority,  and  save  them 
from  desuruction,  before  it  was  too  late.  He 
was  himself  so  disgusted  with  the  nevv  comers 
and  their  {proceedings,  that,  had  he  c0nsulted  his 
own  -wi3hes  alone,  he  would  have  abandoned  the 
country  and  gone  to  England.  But  there  was 
no  alloy  of  selfishness  in  his  nature.  He  felt 
for  the  colony^  of  which  he  was  the  > soul  and 
life-blood,  the  pride  and  affection  which  a  par- 
ent feels  for  a  favorite  child.  To  its  prosperity 
he  was  ever  ready  to  sacrifice  his  private  feelings, 
and  he  saw  plainly,  that  the  present  system  would 
end  in  its  ruin. 
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He  felt  emboldened  too  by^  the  oonvicdoa  of 
the  fecty  that  be  was  and  had  been  hs  legal  bead, 
aad  that  no  one  had  any  official  autboritj  fcr 
supeneding  him.  He  did  not  hesitate,  therefixe, 
to  resume  the  stadoo,  whbh  be  had  for  a  ^KXt 
time  tacitly  resigned,  thoagh  in  doing  so  be  ex- 
posed himself  to  infinite  vezadons  and  no  little 
actual  danger  from  the  secret  and  open  opposi- 
tion of  his  enemies.  The  most  obstinafe  and 
refractory  of  them  he  cast  into  prison  for  safe 
keeping,  until  there  was  leisure  for  a  fair  and 
Ugii  trial.  It  was  thought  expedient  to  divide 
their  numbers,  and  aooordin^y  Captain  Martin 
was  sent  with  a  hundred  and  twenty  men  to 
Nansemond,  and  Captam  West  with  the  like  num- 
ber to  the  Falls  of  James  River,  each  receiv- 
ing a  due  proportion  of  provisions  from  the  com- 
mon stock. 

Before  these  senlements  were  planted,  Cap- 
tain Smith,  having  established  a  regular  govern- 
ment, and  being  near  the  end  of  the  year  of  bis 
presidency,  resigned  it  in  favor  of  Martin,  who 
was  the  only  person  that  could  be  chosen  to  the 
office.  He  had  the  good  sense  to  perceive,  that 
be  was  not  qualified  for  so  arduous  a  station,  and, 
restoring  it  to  Captain  Smith  in  less  than  three 
hours,  proceeded  with  his  company  to  Naose- 
mond.  His  experiment  proved  a  total  failure. 
The  Indians  were  kindly  disposed   towards  him, 
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till    bis   injudicious  conduct  converted  them  into 
determined   enemies.      They  made   a  successful 
attack  upon  him,  kiUing  many  of  bis  men,  and 
.  carrying  off  a  thousand  bushels  of  bis  com.     He 
made  a  feeble  resistance,  and  did  not  attempt  to 
recover  what  he  had  lost,  but  sent  to  Jamestown 
for    thirty    soldiers    to    aid    him.      These  were 
promptly  despatched,  but  he  made  no  use  of 
them ;  and  they  soon  returned  of  their  own  ac- 
cord, disgusted  with  his  cowardk;e  and  imbecSity. 
Martin  himself  shortly  followed  them,  leaving  his 
company  to  take  care  of  themselves. 

Disasters  also  followed  the  settlement  at  the 
Falls.  It  was  originally  made  in  a  place  exposed 
to  the  inundations  of  the  river  and  to  other  great 
inconveniences ;  and  Captain  West  returned  to 
Jamestown  to  obtain  advice  and  assistance  in  the 
removal  of  it.  Captain  Smith  immediately  pur- 
chased of  Powhatan  the  place  called  by  his  name, 
which  was  a  short  distance  lower  down  the  river, 
and  went  up  to  the  Falls  himself,  to  superin 
tend  their  establishment  in  their  new  abode.  But 
the  mutinous  and  disorderly  company,  seeing  him 
attended  with  oYily  five  men,  refused  to  obey  his 
orders,  and,  on  his  attempting  to  use  force,  resisted 
him  and  obliged  him  to  take  refuge  on  board  his 
vessel,  having  narrowly  escaped  with  his  life. 

He  remained  here  nine  days,  in  the  hope  that 
they  would  listen  to  reason  and  consult  their  own 
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b  patdng  tbemselTes  under  his 
But  thej  obstjnately  refiised  to  the  last. 
The  Indkiis,  meaowhSey  flocked  around  him 
wkh  bitter  oomplaints  of  the  treatment  they  bad 
reccifed  from  the  settlers,  saying,  that  they  bad 
robbed  their  gardens,  stolen  their  coin,  beaten 
them,  broken  into  their  houses,  and  carried  off 
some  of  their  people  and  detained  them  prison- 
en.  They  ofllered  to  asast  him  in  bringing  tbem 
to  soljection  by  the  strong  ann  of  power,  and 
toU  him,  that  they  had  borne  these  insults  and 
injuiies  fipom  has  countrymen  out  of  respect  to 
Um ;  bat  that  he  must  forgive  them  if  hereafter 
diey  defended  themselves  to  the  utmost  of  their 
ability,  and  repelled  unprovoked  aggressions^  by 
feree. 

Finding  hb  efibits  to  be  unavailing,  Captain 
Smith  departed ;  *  but  bis  vessel  grounded,  after 
she  had  proceeded  aLout  half  a  league,  a  very 
fortunate  circumstance,  as  the  result  showed. 
For  DO  sooner  was  his  back~  turned,  than  some 
Indians,  not  more  than  twelve  in  number  it  is 
stated,  burning  for  revenge,  assaalted  the  settlers, 
and,  killing  several  stragglers  whom  they  found  in 
the  woods,  struck  such  a  panic  into  the  rest,  that 
they  sent  down  in  great  alarm  to  Captain  Smith, 
offiaring  to  accede  to  any  terms  that  he  would 
propose,  if  he  would  come  and  assist  them.  He 
returned,  and,  after  punishing  six  or  seven  of  the 
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chief  ofiender?,  removed  the  rest  to  Powhatan,  a 
place  every  way  adapted  to  their  purposes,  as  it 
had  been  brought  ander  cultivation  by  the  In- 
dians, who  had  also  erected  a  strong  fort  there. 

As  soon  as  they  were  settled  in  their  new 
habitation,  Captain  West  returned  and  began  to 
undo  »U  that  bad  been  done>  Captain  Smith, 
unwilling  to  contend  with  him,  opposed  him  in 
nothing,  but  left  him  to  manage  every  thing  in  his 
own  way.  By  his  influence  they  were  induced  to 
return  to  their  former  situation,  for  what  reason 
it  is  not  istated. . 

Captain  Smith  met  with  a  most  unhappy  acci- 
dent as  he  was  returning  to  Jamestown.  While 
he  was  sleeping  in  the  boat,  a  bag  of  powder  lying 
near  him  exploded,  and  tore  and  burned  hb  flesh 
in  the  most  shocking  manner.  His  clothed  being 
on  fire,  he  leaped  overboard  to  quench  the  flames, 
and  was  with  difficulty  rescued  from  drowning. 
In  this  sad  condition  he  arrived  at  Jamestown, 
where  things  were  in  such  a  state  as  to  require 
all  his  faculties  of  mind  and  body.  The  time 
set  for  the  trial  of  Ratcliffe,  Archer,  and  the 
others  who  had  been  imprisoned,  drew  near,  and 
their  guilty  consciences  made  them  shrink  from 
an  inquiry,  about  the  result  of  which' they  could 
entertain  no  doubt.  Seeing  too  the  helpless  state 
of  the  President,  they  entered  into  a  plot  to 
murder  him  in  bis  bed ;  but  the  heart  of  the  base 


344  AMBBICAN    BIOGRAPHY. 

wretch,  who  was  chosen  to  be  the  instrament  of 
their  mckedness,  failed  him  at  the  last  moment, 
and  he  had  not  the  courage  to  fire  his  muideious 
pistol.  Having  failed  in  this,  they  endeaYored 
to  usurp  the  government  and  thereby  escape  pun- 
ishment. Fevered  and  tormented  by  his  wounds. 
Captain  Smith  became  weiury  of  this  perpetual 
struggle  against  the  violence  and  malice  of  his 
enemies,  and  of  supporting  his  rigfatitd  authority 
by  ibice  and  severity ;  and  he  now  determined  to 
return  to  England,  though  his  old  friends,  indig- 
nant at  the  treatment  he  had  received,  offered  and 
indeed  entreated  to  be  allowed  to  bring,  him  the 
heads- of  his  foes.  But  he  would  not  permit  the 
colony  to  be  embroiled  in  a  civil  war  on  his  ac- 
count. Hi^  wounds  also  grew  very  dangerous, 
from  the  want  of  surgical  aid ;  and  he  believed 
that  he  could  never  recover,  unless  he  went  home 
as  soon  as  possible  to  be  cured  there.  He  there- 
fore,  in  the  early  part  of  the  autumn  of  1^9, 
departed  from  Virgbia  never  to  returnee  it  again. 
He  left  behind  him  four  hundred  and  ninety 
colonists,  one  hundred  of  whom  were  trained  and 
expert  soldiers,  three  ships,  seven  boats,  tw,enty- 
four  pieces  of  ordnance,  three  hundred  muskets 
and  other  arms,  abundance  of  ammunition  and 
tools,  wearing  apparel  sufficient  for  all  their  wants, 
-and  an  ample  stock  of  domestic  animi^s  and  pro- 
visions. 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 

Bemarki  an  Captain  Smithes  Admniitratwn 
in  Virginia. 

Captain  Smith  resided  a  little,  more  than  two 
years  in  Virginia;  during  one  of  which  he  was 
President  of  the  colony.  The  reader,  who  has 
gone  thus  far  with  me^  will  he  enabled  to  Com 
a  (sonception  of  what  he  accomplished,  and  the 
disadvantages  against  which  he  contended.  It  is 
difficult  for  those  who  have  been  reared  on  the  lap 
of  civilization,  and  had  wants  created  by  the  facil- 
ities of  gratifying  them,  to  have  a  full  sense  of  the 
labors  and  sufferings  of  the  first  settlers  of  a  new 
country.  Familiar  with  the  luxuries  of  artifoial 
life,  they  are  thrown  into  a  situation  where  ani- 
mal existence  can  hardly  he  supported.  Severe 
and  unremitted  toil  wears  down  the  frame  and 
depresses  the  mind.  Famine  often  lays  siege  to 
them,  and  new  and  strange  diseases  prostrate  their 
strength.  A  vague  sense  of  apprehension  ever 
darkens  their  lot,  and  not  a  leaf  stiis,  but  makes 
them  start  with  the  expectation  of  encountering 
some  great  and  unknown  danger. 

The  bright  hopes,  with  which  they  began  their 
enterprise,  ar6  apt  to  languish  and  die ;  and  their 
hearts  faint  under  the  influence  of  that  homesick- 
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wietchy  who  was  choseD  to  be  the  iDstrument  of 
their  wickednesS)  failed  him  at  the  last  momoit, 
and  he  had  not  the  courage  to  fire  his  murderous 
pistol.  Having  failed  in  this,  they  endeaYored 
to  usurp  the  government  and  thereby  escape  puo- 
isbment.  Fevered  and  tormented  by  his  wounds. 
Captain  Smith  became  w^ury  of  this  perpetual 
struggle  against  the  violence  and  malice  of  his 
enemies,  and  of  supporting  his  rightfid  authericy 
by  ibice  and  severity ;  and  he  now  determined  to 
return  to  England,  though  his  old  friends,  indig- 
nant at  the  treatment  he  had  received,  offered  and 
indeed  entreated  to  be  allowed  to  bring,  him  the 
heads'of  his  foes.  But  he  would  not  permit  the 
colony  to  be  embroiled  in  a  civil  war  on  his  ac- 
count. His  wounds  also  grew  very  dangerous, 
from  the  want  of  surgical  aid ;  and  he  believed 
that  he  could  never  recover,  unless  he  went  home 
as  soon  as  possible  to  be  cured  there.  He  there- 
f(Nre,  m  the  early  part  of  the  autumn  of  1609, 
departed  from  Virginia  never  to  retum^o  it  again. 
He  left  behind  him  four  hundred  and  ninety 
colonists,  one  hundred  of  whom  were  tramed  and 
expert  soldiers,  three  ships,  seven  boats,  tw,enty- 
four  pieces  of  ordnance,  three  hundred  muskets 
and  other  arms,  abundance  of  ammunition  and 
tools,  wearing  apparel  sufficient  for  all  their  wants, 
-and  an  ample  stock  of  domestic  animi^s  and  pro- 
visions. 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 

Memarki  on  Captain  SmithU  Adminisiratum 
in  Virginia. 

Captain  Smith  resided  a  •little,  more  than  two 
years  in  Virginia;  during  one  of  which  he  was 
President  of  the  colony.  The  reader,  who  has 
gone  thus  far  with  me^  will  he  enabled  to  fimn 
a  conception  of  what  he  accomplished,  and  the 
disadvantages  against  which  he  contended.  It  b 
difficult  for  those  who  have  been  reared  on  the  lap 
of  civilization,'  and  had  wants  created  by  the  facil- 
ities of  gratifying  them,  to  have  a  full  sense  of  the 
labors  and  sufferings  of  the  first  settlers  of  a  new 
country.  Familiar  with  the  luxuries  of  artificial 
life,  they  are  thrown  into  a  situation  where  ani- 
mal existence  can  hardly  he  supported.  Severe 
and  unremitted  toil  wears  down  the  frame  and 
depresses  the  mind.  Famine  often  lays  siege  to 
them,  and  new  and  strange  diseases  prostrate  their 
strength.  A  vague  sense  of  apprehension  ever 
darkens  their  lot,  and  not  a  leaf  stirs,  but  makes 
them  start  with  the  expectation  of  encountering 
some  great  and  unknown  danger. 

The  bright  hopes,  with  which  they  began  their 
enterprise,  are  apt  to  languish  and  die ;  and  their 
hearts  faint  under  the  influence  of  that  homesick-' 
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Thomas  (Sates,  lieatenaot-general ;  Sir  George 
Somers,  admiral ;  Captain  Newport  (the  only  one 
who  had  -erer  been  in  Virginia),  vice-admiral; 
Sir  Thomas  Dale,  high  marshal ;  Sir  Ferdinaodo 
Wainman,  master  of  the  horse.  The  counte- 
nance of  so  many  honorable  and  distinguished 
persons  made  the  enterprise  fashionable  and  pop- 
ular, so  that  they  were  able  to  equip  nine  ships, 
in  which  five  hundred  persons  consisting  of  men, 
women,  iamd  children,  embarked. 

The  expedition  set  sail  from  England  in  May, 
1609,  under  the  command  of  Sir  George  Somers, 
Sir  Thomas  Grates,  and  Captain  Newport,  each 
of  whom  had  a  commission  authorizing  him,  who 
first  arrived,  to  supersede  the  existing  adiiiinis- 
tration,  and  to  govern  the  colony  by  the  terms 
and  provisions  of  the  new  charter,  until  the  arri- 
val of  Lord  Delaware  with  ihe  remainder  of  the 
recruits  and  supplies.  By  a  most  extraordinary 
oversight,  no  precedence  in  rank  was  assigned 
to  either  of  these  gentlemen',  and  they  were 
unable  to  settle  the  point  among  themselves,  nei- 
ther being  willing  to  resign  his  chance  of  being 
the  temporary  head. 

►  To  obviate  this  difficulty,  they  adopted  a  most 
injudicious  and  unibrtunatie  expedient;  they  all 
determined  to  embark  in  the  same  vessel,  their 
weak  and  childish  ambition  inducing  them  to 
take  a  step  which  defeated  the  very  object  of 
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this  triunivirate  dinsion  of  authority.  In  their 
ship  were  contained  also  the  bills  of  lading,  the 
new  commission,  instructions  and  directions  of 
the  most  ample  nature,  and  the  greater  part  of 
their  provisions.  ,Thb  vessel,  pn  the  25th  of 
July,  parted  from  the  rest  of  the  squadron  in  a 
violent  storm,  and  was  wrecked  on  one  of  the 
Bermuda  Islands ;  another  small  vessel  foundered 
at  sea  ^  the  seven  others  arrived  safely  at  James- 
town. The  President,  who  was  informed  of  their 
arrival  by  his  scouts,  and  who  had  no  expecta- 
tion of  so '  large  a  fleet,  supposed  them  to  be 
Spaniards  coming  la  attack  the  colony,  and  with 
his  imsal  promptness  put  it  in  a  posture  of  de- 
fence. The  Indians  at  this  crisis  gave  the  strong-^ 
est  proof  of  their  good-w31,  by  combg  forward 
with  the  greatest  alacrity,  and  offering  to  fight 
side  by  si^  with  the  English  against  their  en- 
emies. , 

These  unfounded  apprehensions  were  soon  dis- 
sipated, but  only  to  be  replaced  by  substantial 
evils.  With  the  sev^n  ships  came  three  indi- 
viduals, of  whom  the  reader  has  before  heard, 
Ratcliflfe  (whose  real  name,  as  has  been  stated, 
was  Sickletnore),  Archer,  aiid  Martin,  all  of 
whom  were  enemies  to /Captain  Smith,  aivd  had 
so  prejudiced  the  minds  of  their  companions 
against  him,  that  they  were  prepared  to  dislike 
without  ever  having  seen  him.     Their  ships  had 
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been  gready  shattered  b  their  Btonoy  passage, 
their  provisions  were  running  low,  many  of  them 
were  sick,  and  they  arrived  at  the  season  of  the 
year  most  trying  to  the  constitution.  The  great- 
er part  of  the  company,  moreover,  consisted  of 
persons  ^'  much  fitter/'  as  Stith  says,  "  to  sfdii 
or  rum  a  commonwealth  than  to  help  to  raise 
or  maintain  one."  They  consisted  of  dissipated 
young  men,  exiled  by  their  firiends  to  eiscape  a 
worse  destiny  at  home  ;  bankrupt  tradesmen  ; 
needy  adventurers ;  gentlemen,-  lazy,  poor,  and 
proud;  profligate  hangers-on  of  great  men,  and 
the  like. 

A  scene  of  wild  cotifusion  too)c  place  immedi- 
ately upon  their  landing.  They  had  brought 
no  commission  with  them  which  could  supersede 
the  old  one,  and  no  one  could,  with  legal  pro- 
priety, supplant  Captab  Smith.  The  new  com- 
ers, however,  disdained  to  submit  to  bis  author- 
ity, prejudiced  as  they  were  a^inst .  him,  and 
looking  with  contempt  upon  the  little  band  of 
colonists,  whom  they  were  sent  to  cast  into  the 
shade. 

He,  at  first,  allowed  them  to  luive  every  thing 
in  their  own  way,  and  in  consequence  there  was 
an  entire  end  of  all  government,  discipline,  and 
subordination.  The  new  comers,  though  having 
neither  the  authority  nor  the  capacity,  under- 
took to  remodel   the   government.     They  coo- 
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ferred  the  chief  power  first  on  one  and  then  on 
another;  to-day,  they  administered  the  govern- 
ment acccMrding  to  the  dd  commission ;  to-morrow, 
according  to  the  new;  and  the  next  day,  after  a 
new.  fashion  of  their  own.  There  was  no  con- 
sistency, no  responsibility,  and  in  fact  no  govern- 
ment ;  but  instead  of  it  a  wild  anarchy  and  mis- 
rule, to  which  nothing  but  chao?  could  furnish  a 
parallel. 

The  sensible  and  judicious  part  of  the  com- 
munity, both  of  the  new  comers  and  of  the  old 
settlers,  perceived  that  this  state  of  things,  if 
long  continued,  would  ^bring  the  colony  to  utter 
ruin,  and,  justly  appreciating  the  distinguished 
merit  of  Captain  -Smith,  entreated  him  to  re- 
sume his  abandoned  authority,  and  save  them 
from  destruction^  before  it  was  too  late.  He 
was  himself  so  disgusted  with  the  new  comers 
and  their  j)roceedings,  that,  had  he  consulted  his 
own  •wi3hes  alone,  he  would  have  abandoned  the 
country  and  gone  to  England.  But  there  was 
no  alloy  of  selfishness  in  his  nature.  He  felt 
for  the  colony,-  of  which  he  was  the  > soul  and 
life-blood,  the  pride  and  affection  which  a  par- 
ent feels  for  a  favorite  child.  To  its  prosperity 
he  was  ever  ready  to  sacrifice  his  private  feelings, 
and  he  saw  plainly,  that  the  present  system  would 
end  in  its  ruin. 
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He  felt  emboldened  too  by  the  conviction  of 
the  fact,  that  he  was  and  had  been  its  legal  head, 
afld  that  no  one  had  any  official  authority  bir 
superseding  him.  He  did  not  hesdtate,  therefore, 
to  resume  the  station,  which  he  had  for  a  short 
time  tacitly  resigned,  tliough  in  doing  so  be  ex- 
posed himself  to  infinite  vexations  and  no  litde 
actual  danger  from  the  secret  and  open  opposi- 
tion of  his  enemies.  The  most  obstinate  and 
refractory  of  them  he  cast  into  prison  for  safe 
keeping,  until  there  was  lebiire  for  a  fair  and 
legal  trial.  It  was  thought  expedient  to  divide 
their  numbers,  and  accordingly  Captain  Martin 
was  sent  with  a  hundred  and  twenty  men  to 
Nansemond,  and  Captain  West  with  the  like  num- 
ber to  the  Falls  of  James  River,  each  receive 
ing  a  due  proportion  of  provisions  from  the  com- 
mon stock. 

Before  these  settlements  were  planted.  Cap- 
tain Smith,  having  established  a  regular  govern- 
ment, and  being  near  the  end  of  the  year  of  his 
presidency,  resigned  it  in  favor  of  Martin,  who 
was  the  only  person  that  could  be  chosen  to  the 
office.  He  had  the  good  sense  to  perceive,  that 
be  was  not  qualified  for  so  arduous  a  station,  and, 
restoring  it  to  Captain  Smith  in  less  than  three 
hours,  proceeded  with  his  company  to  Nanse- 
mond. His  experiment  proved  a  total  faulure. 
The  Indians  were  kibdly  disposed   towards  him, 
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till  bis  injudicious  conduct  converted  them  into 
determined  enemies.  They  made  a  successful 
attack  upon  him,  killing  many  of  his  men,  and 
carrying  off  a  thousand  bushels  of  bis  com.  He 
made  a  feeble  resistance,  and  did  not  attempt  to 
recover  what  he  had  lost,  but  sent  to  Jamestown 
for  thirty  soldiers  to  aid  him.  These  were 
promptly  despatched,  but  he  made  no  use  of 
them  ;  and  they  soon  returned  of  their  own  ac- 
cord, disgusted  with  his  cowardice  and  imbecility. 
Martin  himself  shortly  followed  them,  leaving  his 
company  to  take  care  of  themselves. 

Disasters  also  followed  the  settlement  at  the 
Falls.  It  was  originally  made  in  a  place  exposed 
to  the  inundations  of  the  river  and  to  other  great 
inconveniences ;  and  Captain  West  returned  to 
Jamestown  to  obtain  advice  and  assistance  in  the 
removal  of  it.  Captain  Smith  immediately  pur- 
chased of  Powhatan  the  place  called  by  his  name, 
which  was  a  short  distance  lower  down  the  river, 
and  went  up  to  the  Falls  himself,  to  superin 
tend  their  establishment  in  their  new  abode.  But 
the  mutinous  and  disorderly  company,  seeing  him 
attended  with  otily  five  men,  refused  to  obey  his 
orders,  and,  on  his  attempting  to  use  force,  resisted 
him  and  obliged  him  to  take  refuge  on  board  hia 
vessel,  having  narrowly  escaped  with  his  life. 

He  remained  here  nine  days,  in  the  hope  that 
they  would  listen  to  reason  and  consult  their  own 
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interest  m  patdng  tbemselYes  under  his  gaid- 
\oce.  But  they  obstinately  refused  to  the  last. 
The  Indians,  meanwhile,  flocked  around  him 
with  bitter  complaints  of  the  treatment  they  had 
received  from  the  settlers,  saying,  that  they  had 
robbed  their  gardens,  stolen  their  com,  beaten 
them,  broken  into  their  houses,  and  carried  off 
some  of  their  people  and  detained  them  prison- 
.ers.  They  offered  to  assist  him  in  bringing  them 
to  subjection  by  the  strong  arm  of  power,  and 
told  him,  that  they  had  borae  these  insults  and 
injuries  from  his  countrymen  out  of  respect  to 
him ;  but  that  he  must  forgive  them  if  hereafter 
they  defended  themselves  to  the  utmost  of  their 
ability,  and  repeUed  unprovpked  aggressions-  by 
force.  ^ 

Finding  his  effi>st8  to  be  unavailing.  Captain 
Smith  departed  ; '  but  bis  vessel  grounded,  after 
she  bad  proceeded  aliout  half  a  league,  a  very 
fortunate  circumstance,  as  the  result  showed. 
For  no  sooner  was  his  back~  turned,  than  some 
Indians,  not  more  than  twelve  in  number  it  is 
stated,  burning  for  revenge,  assanlted  the  settlers, 
and,  killing  several  stragglers  whom  they  foiind  in 
the  woods,  struck  such  a  panic  into  the  rest,  that 
they  sent  down  in  great  alarm  to  Captain  Smith, 
offering  to  accede  to  any  terms  that  he  would 
propose,  if  he  would  come  and  assist  them.  He 
returned,  and,  after  punbhing  sixr  or  seven  of  the 
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chief  ofiender?,  removed  the  rest  to  Powhatan,  a 
place  every  way  adapted  to  their  purposes,  as  it 
had  been  brought  nnder  cuhivation  by  the  In- 
dians, who  had  also  erected  a  strong  fort  there. 

As  soon  as  they  were  settled  in  their  new 
habitation,  Captain  West  returned  and  began  to 
undo  »11  that  bad  been  done>  Captain  Smith, 
unwilling  to  contend  with  him,  opposed  him  in 
notjiing,  hilt  left  him  to  manage  every  thing  in  his 
own  way.  By  his  influence  they  were  induced  to 
return  to  their  former  situation,  for  what  reason 
it  is  not  stated.. 

Captain  Smith  met  with  a  most  unhappy  acci- 
dent as  he  was  returning  to  Jamestown.  While 
he  was  steeping  in  the  boat,  a  bag  of  powder  lying 
near  him  exploded,  and  tore  and  burned  his  flesh 
in  the  most  shocking  manner.  His  clothed  being 
on  fire,  he  leaped  overboard  to  quench  the  flames, 
and  was  with  difficulty  rescued  from  drowning. 
In  this  sad  condition  he  arrived  at  Jamestown, 
where  things  were  in  such  a  state  as  to  reqtiire 
all  his  faculties  of  mind  and  body.  The  time 
set  for  the  trial  of  Ratcliffe,  Archer,  and  the 
others  who  had  been  imprisoned,  drew  near,  and 
their  guilty  consciences  made  them  shrink  from 
an  inquiry,  about  the  rj^sult  of  which '  they  could 
entertain  no- doubt.  Seeing  too  the  helpless  state 
of  the  President,  they  entered  into  a  plot  to 
murder  him  in  bis  bed ;  but  the  heart  of  the  base 
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in«tch»  who  was  chosen  to  be  the  msteument  of 
their  wickedness,  failed  him  at  the  last  moment, 
and  he  had  not  the  courage  to  fire  his  murderous 
p'istol.  Having  failed  in  this,  they  endeavored 
to  usurp  the  government  and  thereby  escape  pun- 
ishment. Fevered  and  tormented  by  his  wounds. 
Captain  Smith  became  weiury  of  this  perpetual 
struggle  against  the  violence  and  malice  (^  his 
enemies,  and  of  supporting  his  rightful  authority 
by  Ibice  and  severity ;  and  he  now  determined  to 
return  to  England,  though  hb  old  friends,  indig- 
nant at  the  treatment  he  had  received,  oflbred  and 
indeed  entreated  to  be  allowed  to  bring,  him  the 
heads- of  hb  foes.  But  he  would  not  permit  the 
colony  to  be  embroiled  in  a  civil  war  on  his  ac- 
count. HisL  wounds  also  grew  very  dangerous, 
from  the  want  of  surgical  aid ;  and  he  believed 
that  he  could  never  recover,  unless  he  went  home 
as  soon  as  possible  to  be  cured  there*  He  there*- 
f(^e,  in  the  early  part  of  the  autumn  of  1609, 
departed  from  Virgbia  never  to  retunivto  it  again. 
He  left  behind  him  four  hundred  and  ninety 
colonists,  one  hundred  of  whom  were  trained  and 
expert  soldiers,  three  ships,  seyen  boats,  tw.enty- 
four  pieces  of  ordnance,  three  hundred  muskets 
and  other  arms,  abundance  of  ammunition  and 
tools,  wearing  apparel  sufficient  for  all  their  wants, 
-and  an  ample  stock  of  domestic  animi^s  and  pro- 
visions. 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 

Bemarki  on  Captain  Smithes  Admnisiration 
in  Virginia, 

Captain  Smith  resided  a^little.more  than  two 
years  in  Virginia;  during  one  of  which  he  was 
President  of  the  colony.  The  reader,  who  has 
gone  thus  far  with  me^  will  he  enahled  to  tarm 
a  conception  of  what  he  accomplished,  and  the 
disadvantages  against  which  he  contended.  It  is 
difficult  for  those  who  have  been  reared  on  the  lap 
of  civilization,'  and  had  wants  created  by  the  facil- 
ities of  gratifying  them,  to  have  a  full  sense  of  the 
labors  and  sufferings  of  the  first  settlers  of  a  new 
country.  Familiar  with  the  luxuries  of  artificial 
life,  they  are  thrown  into  a  situation  where  ani- 
mal existence  can  hardly  he  supported.  Severe 
and  unremitted  toil  wears  down  the  firame  aiid 
depresses  the  mind.  Famine  often  lays  siege  to 
them,  and  new  and  strange  diseases  prostrate  their 
strength.  A  vague  sense  of  apprehension  ever 
darkens  their  lot,  and  not  a  leaf  stirs,  but  makes 
them  start  with  the  expectation  of  encountering 
some  great  and  unknown  danger. 

The  bright  hopes,  with  which  they  began  their 
enterprise,  are  apt  to  languish  and  die ;  and  their 
hearts  faint  under  the  influence  of  that  homesick-' 
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■esBv  bt  which  dioe  is  no  meficine  bat  a  < 
of  the  air  of  oae's  oabTe  hud.  To  be  the  suc- 
eesi^iil  leader  of  a  band  of  new  settlers  under 
the  noEt  &vonbie  ckcmnstances^  requires  an 
ntnorfuianr  oxnhinifiop  of  powers.  He  mast 
be  abte  a>  ose  his  bands  as  wed  as  bis  head,  to 
act  as  veil  as  to  cnwunand,  to  sbow  bow  tbbgs  are 
to  be  doae  as  weQ  as  to  gire  directioDS  to  do 
t!fe«tiL  He  BMBt  be  able  to  awe  the  refiactory,  to 
fcomage  the  cfisirasdbly  and  to  cheer  up  the 
Aroopmf .  He  must  have  oourage,  forthode;  self- 
cnawnand^  and  peneTefanoe ;  be  must  be  just, 
j«t  Boc  stem,  dUoifiedy  jref  a£Bible  and  easj  of 
appcoarb. 

The  Vir^^nia  eoloBj,  and  its  head  in  particular, 
bad  trak  and  peifls  of  a  peculiar  nature  to  eo- 
coimier*  ia  adifitioii  to  those  which  they  might 
■aturallT  have  expected.  In  the  first  place,  they 
weie  sQRoimded  by  munefoas  and  powerful  tribes 
of  IndiuiSy  whose  oocapatioii  was  vrar,  and  who 
vrere  orgamied  into  a  powerfid  confederacy  under 
a  ruler  of  extraonfinaiy  resooioes,  the  i6xA  of  his 
people,  liill  of  oooiage  and  enterprise,  rivalling 
in  dissimolatioo  the  most  accomplished  European 
diplomatist ;  and,  if  not  the  implacable  enemy  of 
the  whites,  he  has  been  represented  as  being  still 
very  frr  from  their  friend,  and,  with  a  prophetic 
spirif,  apparendy  realizing  from  the  first,  that 
their  permanent  residence  and  increase  would  in- 
volve the  ruin  of  his  own  people. 
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As  we  have  seen,  too,  Captain  Smith  bad 
much  to  contend  against  in  the  characters  of  many 
of  the  settlers  themselves,  whom  the  old  world 
seems  to  have  shaken  off,  as  being  too  Worth- 
less and  desperate  to  be  any  longer  tolerated  at 
home.  They  were  6ontinually  irritating  him  l^ 
their  surly  opposition,  and  infecting  the  well- 
disposed  by  their  ill  example  ;  for  labors  and 
hardships  are  much  lightened  when  they  are 
shared  by  all.  Instead  of  receiving  aid  from  the 
council  at  home,  they  were  to  him  a  source  of 
unmixed  vexation  arid  disappointment. 

Chagrined  by  the  failure  of)  their  visionary 
hopes,  with  a  truly  consistent  selfishness  they 
abandoned  to  unwarrantable  neglect  the  settlers, 
whom  they  had  sent  into  a  howling  wilderness, 
taking  no  pains  to  provide  for  their  wants,  and, 
by  their  absurd  exactions,  making  the  expeditions 
they  $ent  out  to  them  a  tax  and  a  burden. 
Captain  Smith  they  honored  with  peculiar  dislike, 
because  he  preferred  the  interests  of  the  colony 
to  their  own  ;  believing  all  that  his  enemies  could 
say  of  him,  giving  him  reprbof  where  honor  was 
due,  and  finally  depriving  him  of  hrs  command, 
at  the  very  moment,  when  by  his  extraordinary 
exertions^,  he  had  established  the  colony  upon  a 
firm  basis,  and  could  look  confidently  forward  to 
its  steady  increase  and  continued  prosperity. 
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It  if  hnvDy  possible  far  Captam  Smith's  ser- 
vices to  the  colony  to  be  euiggeiated.  Nothiog 
but  the  Ibice  of  his  cfaancter  could  have  con- 
ducted it  throng^  so  n>aoy  ififficulties  and  dan- 
getSb  UpoQ  his  sin^  life  its  existence  hong, 
and  without  him  the  enterprise  jrould  have  been 
lefioquished  again  and  agaio,  as.  in  the  case  cf 
the  settlements  on  the  coast  of  North  Candina, 
and  the  estabfishmeDt  of  a  p^manent  colony  in 
America  would  have  been  delayed  to  an  inde- 
finite period,  since  every  unsuccessful  attempt 
would  have  been  a  fresh  disoouragetDoent  to  such 
an  undertakbg.  It  is  easy  to  be  seen  that  he 
embraced  the  interests  of  the  colony  with  the 
whole  force  of  his  fervid  and  enthusiastic  char- 
acter. He  was  its  right  eye  and  its  right  arm* 
In  its  service  he  displayed  a  perseverance,  which 
no  obstacles  could  dishearten,  a  courage,  which 
bordered  upon  rashness,  and  a  fertility  of  resour- 
ces, which  never  left  him  at  a  loss  for  remedies 
against,  every  dii^suster,  and  for  the  means  of  extri- 
cating himself  from  every  diticulty  and  embar- 
rassment. 

It  is  curious  to  observe  that  he  seemed  not 
only  to  superintend,  but  to  do  every  thing.  His 
official  dignity  never  eticumbered  him  when  any 
thing  was  to  be  done.  We  find  him,  at  one  time, 
cutting  down  trees  with  his  own  hands;  at  another, 
heading  an  exploring  expedition,  venturing,  with  a 
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few  timid  followers  in  an  open  bark,  into  unknown 
regions  densely  peopled  with  savage  tribes;  and 
at  another,  marcbbg  with  a  few  soldiers  to  pro* 
cure  provisionis,  and  sleepbg  on  the  bare  ground 
in  the  depth  of  winter.  He  had  the  advantage 
of  possessing  an  iron  frame  and  a  constitution 
whiph  was  proof  against  sickness  and  exposare ; 
so  that^  while,  others  were  faint,  drooping,  and 
weary,  he  was  vigqrous,  unexhausted,  ready  to 
grapple  with  danger,  and  contemplating  every 
enterprise  with  cheerful  confidence  in  the  result. 

In  the  government  of  his  colony  he  was  rigid- 
ly  impartial,  just,  and,  as  might  be  cfxpected  from 
one  who  had  so  long  been  a  soldier,  strict  even 
to,  severity.  T^is  was  indeed  one  of  the  objec« 
tions  made  to  bis  administration  by  the  council  in 
England,  and  it  without  doubt  created  him  many 
enemies  in  Jamestown.  But  the  intelligent  rea* 
der,  will  find  for  him  a  sufficient  apology  in  the 
desperate  character  of  many  of  the  settlers,  and 
in  the  absolute  necessity  of  implicit  itqbordination, 
which  their  situation  required. 

The  whole  power-  was  centred  in  his  own 
person,  and  a  refusal  to  obey  him  was  a  refusal 
to  obey  the  laws,  upon  which  their  safety  and 
even  exbtence  depended.  His  severity  arose 
from  a  sense  of  duty,  and  no  one.  ever  accused 
him  of  being  wantonly  cruel  or  revengeful.  No 
man  was  more  ready  to  forgive   offences,  aimed 
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proof  of  wfaicb 


ke  wm  hna^  htipkas  from  Us 

.  ixa:i  xsit  ftat  diTS  of  his  MknnstndoB. 

;  10  ibe  lfiw%  tiiongli  mH  ahva js 

%aaL  wil  be  baad  voj  hoaonlile  to  him,  if 
cbe^  by  rbe  sBMCxd  c£  die  <nMiin«  of  lus  daj. 
Hoe.  aaoL  bm^paka^  nast  be  finnd  m  the  peco- 
JBT  uiLuuftittDees  in  which  he  was  paced*  He 
wm  WOK  die  heed  of  a  powqid  body,  meedog 
mi  tt^iSng  wkh  the  InciaBS  ob  tenos  of  equal 
kr.  bos  of  a  feeUe  bond,  wfaooi  they,  if  they 
hai  kaowm  tbeir  owa  socngth,  nught  hare  crash- 
ed in  a  —— rat  Hie  paasiQa  of  fear  is  the 
pareac  of  €smAj  aod  of  treachery.  It  was  nee- 
C9BHT  ^or  at  least  it  was  deempd  so)  to  OYcrawe 
the  ltt&BS»  to  stiike  tarar  iaio  them ;  and,  if  the 
meaos  rmated  to  6r  aoooraplishiDg  these  ends 
wcR  BOl  stnctly  jostifiable,  diere  was  at  least  an 
ejDcuse  far  them. 

The  Eogikh  woe  also  more  than  oDce  direat- 
with  femiae,  wliile  thrir  Indian  neighbors 
!  generdly  weD  suj^lied  with  piOTisions ;  and 
expeiience  tdl  us  that  starving  men 
will  not  he  veiy  nice  in  their  expedients  to  obtain 
Ibod,  or  oooDy  examine  into  the  right  and  wrong 
of  ineasmes,  wh^  a  fierce  animal  instinct  is  goad- 
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mg  them  on.  Captain  Smith/ by  his  prudence 
and  firmness,  established  a  most  harmonious  feel- 
ing between  the  two. races. 

The  respect  of  the  Indians  for  him  hardly 
stopped  short  of  idolatry..  His  great  qualities 
were  evident  to  these  untutored  children  of  na- 
ture, and  their  reverence  was  the  instinctive  hom- 
age which  was  paid  to  innate  superiority.  This  is 
alone  sufficient  to  prove  that  he  never  treated  the 
Indians,  even  as  they  thought,  with  injustice,  cru- 
elty, or  caprice ;  bad  it  been  so,  he  never  would 
have  been  so  admired  and  honored  by  a  race  of 
men  who  are  proverbial  for  never  forgetting  an 
injury. 

The  genuine  merits  of  Captain  Smith,  as  a  pre- 
siding officer,  can  jinly  be  fairly  estimated  by  com- 
paring him  with  others.  We  have  seen  that  when- 
ever he  departs  from  Jamestown  every  thing  is 
thrown  into  confusion,  and  that,  as  soon  as  he  re- 
turns, order  is  restored  and  the  jarring  notes  of  dis- 
cord cease  to  be  heard.  As  none  but  himself  could 
bend  the  bow  of  Ulysses,  so  no  one  was  capable 
of  sustaining  the  office  of  President  for  a  single 
day  but  Captain  Smith.  We  have  seen  in  what 
difficulties  and  embarassments  Captain  Martin  at 
Nansemond  and  Captain  West  at  the  Falls  sever- 
ally involved  themselves ;  and  fjx«n  this  specimen 
we  may  draw  "  ominous  conjecture "  of  what 
would  have  been  the  fate  of  the  whole  colony, 
had  either  of  these  gentlemen  been  at  its  head. 
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maj  have 

of  the 

:  we  have  so  oAea  bea  obliged  to 
Oik  of  dieoi,  bf  nme  SuDod,  never 
rcjtmJ  ftD  the  Eogfeh  from  the  tune  he  fiist  left 
tken.  bat  spem,  bb  days  in  PowhBteB^s  service. 
Another,  mamed  Adni,  letmed,  upon  promise 
of  pwdoo,  at  the  line  of  Yolday's  ooiis{Hracy. 
IXinof  the  trooUes  im  the  ooloay  -after  the  ar- 
lini  of  the  bat  expedkion,  he,  with  another  of 
his  ooaHtrnneBy  named  Fiands,  taking  advan* 
ta^  of  the  geaeial  oonfiisioD,  ied  again  to  Pow* 
faaiany  pramisiBg  that  they  woold  do  wonders  for 
hkn  at  the  anival  of  Lord  Dehware.  But  the 
savage  moaudi,  with  that  sagacity  and  eleva- 
tion of  character  which  were  peculiar  to  him, 
toU  them  that  the  men,  who  were  ready  to  be- 
tray Captab  Smith  to  him,  would  ceruinly  be- 
tray him  to  Lord  Dehware,  if  they  could  gain 
any  thing  thereby,  and  immediately  ordered  their 
brains  to  be  beaten  out. 
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As  to  Volday  himself^  he  contrived  to  go  to 
England/ where  he  imposed  upon  many  merchants 
with  stories  of  the  rich  mines  he  had  discovered 
and  of  how  much  he  could  enrich  themy  so  that 
he  was  sent  out  with  Lord  Delaware ;  but,  his 
real  character  being  discovered  and  his  fakehoods 
detected,  he  died  in  misery  and  dbgrace. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

Captain  Smithes  First  Voyage  to  New  England. 

F.ROH  the  time  of  Captain  Smith's  departure 
from  Virginia,  till  the  year  1614,  there  is  a 
chasm  in  his  biography.  So  active  a  mind  as 
his  could  not  have  been  idle  during  that  time, 
but^  unfortunately,  no  records  are  preserved  of 
what  he  attempted  or  accomplished.  We  have 
every  reason  to  suppose  that  his  favorite  subject 
of  settling  the  American  coptinent  occupied  a 
large  portio^n  of  his*  time  and  thoughts.  Hiis 
distinguished  reputation,  and  his  great  knowledge 
and  experience  upon  that  head,  would  naturally 
point  him  out  as  the  most  proper  person  in  Eng- 
land to  be  consulted  by  those  who  had  any 
projects   of   the   kind   in   contemplation,   and   as 
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nesSy  for  which  there  is  no  medicine  but  a  draught 
of  the  air  of  one's  native  land.  To  be  the  suc- 
cessful leader  of  a  band  of  new  settlers  under 
the  most  favorable  circumstances,,  requires  an 
extraordinary^  combination  of  powers.  He  must 
be  able  to  use  his  hands  as  well  as  his  head,  tp 
act  as  well  as  to  command,  to  show  how  things  are 
to  be  done  as  well  as  to  give  directions  to  do 
them.  He  must  be  able  to  awe  the  refractory,  to 
encourage  the  distrustful,  and  to  cheer  up  the 
drooping.  He  must  have  courage,  fortitude;  self- 
command,  and  perseverance;  he  must  be  just, 
yet  not  stem,  dignified,  yet  affiible  and  easy  of 
approach. 

The  Virginia  colony,  and  its  head  in  particular^' 
had  trials  and  perils  of  a  peculiar  nature  to  en- 
counter, in  additidn  to  those  which  they  might 
naturally  have  expected.  In  the  first  place,  they 
were  surroui^ded  by  numerous  and  powerful  tribes 
of  Indians,  whose  occupation  was  war,  and  who 
were  organized  into  a  powerful  confederacy  under 
a  ruler  of  extraordinary  resources,  the  idol  of  his 
people,  full  of  courage  and  enterprise,  rivalling 
in  dissimulation  the  most  accomplished  European 
diplomatist ;  and,  if  not  the  implacable  enemy  of 
the  whites,  he  has  been  represented  as  being  still 
very  far  from  their  firiend,  and,  with  a  prophetic 
spin^,  apparently  realizing  from  the  first,  that 
their  permanent  residence  and  increase  would  in- 
volve the  ruin  of  his  own  people. 
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As  we  have  seen^  too,  Captdn  Smith  bad 
much  to  contend  against  in  thecharactets  of  many 
of  the  settlers  themselves^  whom  the  old  world 
seems  to  have  shaken  off^  as  being  too  Worth- 
less and  desperate  to  be  anj  longer  tolerated  at 
home.  They  were  6ontinually  irritating  him  l^ 
their  surly  opposition,  and  infecting  the  well- 
disposed  by  their  ill  example ;  for  labors  and 
hardships  are  much  lightened  when  they  are 
shared  by  all.  Instead  of  receiving  aid  from  the 
council  at  home,  they  were  to  him  a  source  of 
unmixed  vexation  arid  disappointment. 

Chagrined  by  the  failure  of  >  their  visionary 
hopes,  with  a  truly  consistent  selfishness  they 
abandoned  to  unwarrantable  neglect  the  settlers, 
whom  they  had  sent  into  a  howling  wilderness, 
taking  no  pains  to  provide  for  their  wants,  and, 
by  their  absurd  exactions,  making  the  expeditions 
they  sent  out  to  them  a  tiaix  and  a  burden. 
Captain  Smith  they  honored  with  peculiar  dislike, 
because  he  preferred  the  interests  of  the  colony 
to  their  own ;  believing  all  that  his  enemies  could 
say  of  him,  giving  him  reprOof  where  honor  was 
due,  and  finally  depriving  him  of  hfs  command, 
at  the  very  moment,  when  by  his  extraordinary 
exertions^,  he  had  established  the  colony  upon  a 
firm  basis,  and  could  look  confidently  forward  to 
its  steady  increase  and  continued  prosperity. 
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It  is  hardly  possible  for  Captain  Smith's  ser- 
vioes  to  the  colooj  to  be  exaggerated.  MothiDg 
bat  the  fcxce  of  his  character  could  have  con- 
ducted it  through  so  noany  difficulties  and  dan- 
gers. Upon  his  single  life  its  existence  hung, 
and  without  hira  the  enterprise  jrould  have  been 
relinqubhed  again  and  again,  as  in  the  case  cf 
the  setdements  on  the  coast  of  North  Cardina, 
and  the  establishment  of  a  permanent  colony  in 
America  would  have  been  delayed  to  an  inde- 
finite period,  since  every  unsuccessful  attempt 
would  have  been  a  fresh  discouragement  to  such 
an  undertaking.  It  is  easy  to  be  seen  that  he 
embraced  the  interests  of  the  colony  with  the 
whole  force  of  his  fervid  and  enthusiastic  char- 
acter. He  was  its  right  eye  and  its  right  arm* 
In  its  service  he  displayed  a  perseverance,  which 
no  obstacles  could  dishearten,  a  courage,  which 
bordered  upon  rashness,  and  a  fertility  of  resour- 
ces, which  never  left  him  at  a  loss  for  remedies 
against,  every  disaster,  and  for  the  means  of  extri- 
cating himself  from  eyery  di^culty  and  embar- 
rassment. 

It  is  curious  to  observe  that  he  seemed  not 
only  to  superintend,  but  to  do  every  thing.  His 
official  dignity  never  encumbered  him  when  any 
thing  was  to  be  done.  We  find  him,  at  one  time, 
cutting  down  trees  with  his  own  bands ;  at  another, 
heading  an  exploring  expedition,  venturing,  with  a 
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few  timid  followers  in  an  open  bark,  into  unknown 
regions  densely  peopled  with  savage  tribes;  and 
at  another,  marching  with  a  few  soldiers  to  pro* 
cure  provisions,  and  sleeping  on  the  bare  ground 
in  the  depth  of  winter.  He  bad  the  advantage 
of  possessing  an  iron  frame  and  a  constitution 
whipb  was  proof  agunst  sickness  and  exposure ; 
so  that^  while,  others  were  famt,  droojring,  and 
weary,  he  was  vigqrous,  unexhausted,  ready  to 
grapple  with  danger,  and  contemplating  every 
enterprise  with  cheerful  confidence  in  the  result. 

In  the  government  of  his  cblcmy  he  was  rigid- 
ly  impartial,  just,  and,  as  might  be  expected  from 
one  who  had  so  long  been  a  soldier,  strict  even 
to,  seveiiity.  T^is  was  indeed  one  of  the  objec« 
tions  made  to  bis  administration  by  the  council  in 
England,  and  it  without  doubt  created  him  many 
enemies  in  Jamestown.  But  the  intelligent  rea* 
der,  will  find  for  him  a  sufficient  apology  in  the 
desperate  character  of  many  of  the  settlers,  and 
in  the  absolute  necessity  of  implicit  itnbordination, 
which  their  situation  required. 

The  whole  power-  was  centred  in  his  own 
person,  and  a  refusal  to  chey  him  was  a  refusal 
to  obey  the  laws,  upon  which  their  safety  and 
even  exbtence  depended.  His  severity  arose 
from  a  sense  of  duty,  and  no  one.  ever  accused 
him  of  being  wantonly  cruel  or  revengeful.  No 
man  was  more  ready  to  forgive   offences,  aimed 
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been  gready  shattered  in  their  storiDj  passage, 
their  provbions  were  ruBiiing  low^  many  of  them 
were  sick,  and  they  arrived  at  the  season  of  the 
year  most  trying  to  the  constitution.  The  great- 
er part  of  the  company,  moreover,  consisted  of 
persons  ''  much  fitter,"  as  Stith  says,  "  to  spoil 
or  ruin  a  commonwealth  than  to  help  to  i^ise 
or  maintain  one/'  They  consisted  of  dissipated 
young  men,  exiled  by  their  friends  to  escape  a 
worse  destiny  at  home  ;  bankrupt  tradesman  ; 
needy  adventurers ;  gentlemen,-  lazy,  poor,  and 
proud;  profligate  hangers-on  of  great  men,  and 
the  like. 

A  scene  of  wild  cotifusion  tooH  place  immedi- 
ately upon  their  landing.  They  had  brought 
no  commission  with  them  which  could  supersede 
the  old  one,  and  no  one  could,  with  legal  pro- 
priety, supplant  Captain  Smith.  The  new  com- 
ers, however,  disdained  to  submit  to  his  author- 
ity, prejudiced  as  they  were  against .  him,  and 
looking  with  contempt  upon  the  litde  band  of 
colonists,  whom  they  were  sent  to  cast  into  the 
shade. 

He,  at  first,  allowed  them  to  luive  every  thing 
in  their  own  way,  and  in  consequence  there  was 
an  entire  end  of  all  government,  discipline,  and 
subordination.  The  new  comers,  tliough  having 
neither  the  authority  nor  the  capacity,  under- 
took  to  remodel   the   government.     They   con- 
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ferred  the  chief  power  first  on  one  and  then  on 
another;  to-day,  they  administered  the  govern* 
ment  acceding  to  the  old  commission ;  to-morrow, 
according  to  the  new:  and  the  next  day,  after  a 
new.  fashion  of  their  own.  There  was  no  con- 
sistency, no  responsibility,  and  in  fact  no  govern- 
ment ;  but  instead  of  it  a  wild  *  anarchy  -and  mis- 
rule, to  which  nothing  bat  chao^  could  furnish  a 
parallel. 

The  sensible  and  judicious  part  of  the  com- 
munity, both  of  the  new  comers  and  of  the  old 
settlers,  perceived  that  this  state  of  things,  if 
long  continued,  would  \bring  the  colony  to  utter 
ruin,  and,  justly  appreciating  the  distinguished 
merit  of  Captain  Smith,  entreated  him  to  re- 
sume his  abandoned  authority,  and  save  them 
from  destruction,  before  it  was  too  late.  He 
was  himself  so  disgusted  with  the  new  comers 
and  their  proceedings,  that,  had  he  consulted  his 
own  -wishes  alone,  he  would  have  abandoned  the 
country  and  gone  to  England.  But  there  was 
no  alloy  of  selfishness  in  bis  nature.  He  felt 
for  the  colony,*  of  which  he  was  the  ^ soul  and 
life-blood,  the  pride  and  afitection  which  a  par- 
ent feels  for  a  favorite  child.  To  its  prosperity 
he  was  ever  ready  to  sacrifice  his  private  feelings, 
and  he  saw  plainly,  that  the  present  system  would 
end  in  its  ruin. 
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He  fell  emboldened  too  by  the  conviction  of 
the  fact,  that  he  was  and  had  been  its  legal  head, 
and  that  no  one  had  any  official  authority  bi 
superseding  him*  He  did  not  hesitate,  therefore, 
to  resume  the  station,  which  he  had  for  a  short 
time  tacitly  resigned,  though  in  doing  so  be  ex- 
posed binnelf  to  infinite  vexations  and  no  little 
actual  danger  from  the  secret  and  open  opposi- 
tion of  his  enemies.  The  most  obstinafe  and 
rsfivctory  of  them  he  cast  into  prison  for  safe 
keeping,  until  there  was  leisure  for  a  fair  and 
legd  trial.  It  was  thought  expedient  to  divide 
their  numbers,  and  accordingly  Captain  Martin 
was  sent  with  a  hundred  and  twenty  men  to 
Nansemond,  and  Captain  West  with  the  like  num- 
ber to  the  Falls  of  James  River,  each  receiv- 
ing a  due  prcqiortion  of  provisions  fix>m  the  com- 
mon stock. 

Befixe  these  settlements  were  planted.  Cap- 
tain Smith,  having  established  a  regular  govern- 
ment, and  being  noar  the  end  of  the  year  of  Iiis 
presidency,  resigned  it  in  favor  of  Martin,  who 
was  the  only  person  that  could  be  chosen  to  the 
office.  He  had  the  good  s^ose  to  perceive,  that 
he  was  not  qualified  far  so  arduous  a  station,  and, 
restoring  it  to  Captain  Smith  in  less  than  three 
hours,  pnx^eeded  with  his  company  to  Nanse- 
mond.  His  experiment  proved  a  total  failure. 
The  Indians  were  kindly  disposed  towards  him. 
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till  his  injudicious  conduct  converted  them  into 
determined  enemies.  They  made  a  successful 
attack  upon  him,  killing  many  of  his  meD,  and 
carrying  off  a  thousand  bushels  of  bb  com.  He 
made  a  feeble  resbtance,  and  did  not  attempt  to 
recover  what  he  had  lost,  but  sent  to  Jamestown 
for  thirty  soldiers  to  aid  him.  These  were 
promptly  despatched,  but  he  made  no  use  of 
th^m ;  and  they  soon  returned  of  their  own  ac- 
cord, disgusted  with  his  cowardice  and  imbecility. 
Martin  himself  shortly  followed  them,  leaving  bis 
company  to  take  care  of  themselves. 

Disasters  also  followed  the  settlement  at  the 
Falls.  It  was  originally  made  in  a  place  exposed 
to  the  inundations  of  the  river  and  to  other  great 
inconveniences ;  and  Captain  West  returned  to 
Jamestown  to  obtain  advice  and  assistance  in  the 
removal  of  it.  Captain  Smith  immediately  pur- 
chased of  Powhatan  the  place  called  by  his  name, 
which  was  a  short  distance  lower  down  the  river, 
and  went  up  to  the  Falls  himself,  to  superin 
tend  their  establishment  in  their  new  abode.  But 
the  mutinous  and  disorderly  company,  seeing  him^ 
attended  with  6n\y  five  men,  refused  to  obey  his 
orders,  and,  on  his  attempting  to  use  force,  resbted 
him  and  obliged  him  to  take  refuge  on  board  hb 
vessel,  having  narrowly  escaped  with  his  life. 

He  remained  here  nine  days,  in  the  hope  that 
they  woiild  listen  to  reason  and  consult  their  own 
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loterest  b  putting  themselves  under  his  guid- 
ance. But  they  obstinately  refused  to  the  last. 
The  Indians,  meanwhile,  flocked  around  him 
with  bitter  complaints  of  the  treatment  they  had 
received  finom  the  settlers,  saying,  that  they  bad 
robbed  their  gardens,  stolen  their  com,  beaten 
them,  broken  into  their  houses,  and  carried  off 
some  of  their  people  and  detained  them  priscm- 
.ers.  They  ofiered  to  assist  him  in  bringing  them 
to  subjection  by  the  strong  arm  of  power,  and 
told  him,  that  they  had  boroe  these  insults  and 
injuries  from  hb  countrymen  out  of  respect  to 
him ;  but  that  he  must  forgive  them  if  hereafter 
they  defended  themselves  to  the  utmost  of  their 
ability,  and  repeUed  unprovpked  aggressions-  by 
force.  ^ 

Finding  his  effi>rts  to  be  unaTailing,  Captain 
Smith  departed  ; '  but  hb  vessel  grounded,  after 
she  had  proceeded  about  half  a  league,  a  very 
fortunate  circumstance,  as  the  result  showed. 
For  no  sooner  was  hb  back~  turned,  than  some 
Indians,  not  more  than  twelve  in  number  it  b 
stated,  burning  for  revenge,  assaulted  the  settlers, 
and,  killing  several  stragglers  whom  they  foimd  in 
the  woods,  struck  such  a  panic  into  the  rest,  that 
they  sent  down  in  great  alarm  to  Captain  Smith, 
offering  to  accede  to  any  terms  that  he  would 
propose,  if  he  would  come  and  assbt  them.  He 
returned,  and,  after  punbhing  sixf  or  seven  of  the 
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chief  ofienders^,  removed  the  rest  to  Powhatan^  a 
place  every  way  adapted  to  their  purposes,  as  it 
had  been  birought  under  cultivation  by  the  In- 
dians, who  had  also  erected  a  strong  fort  there. 

As  soon  as  they  were  settled  in  their  new 
habitation,  Captain  West  returned  and  began  to 
undo  gll  that  bad  been  done^  Captain  Smith, 
unwilling  to  contend  with  him,  opposed  him  in 
nothing,  but  left  him  to  ihanage  every  thing  m  his 
own  way.  By  his  influence  they  were  induced  to 
return  to  their  former  situation,  for  what  reason 
it  is  not  stated.. 

Captain  Smith  met  with  a  most  unhappy  acci- 
dent as  he  was  returning  to  Jamestown.  While 
he  was  sleeping  in  the  boat,  a  bag  of  powder  lying 
near  him  exploded,  and  tore  and  burned  his  flesh 
in  the  most  shocking  manner.  His  clothed  being 
on  6re,  be  leaped  overboard  to  quench  the  flames, 
and  was  with  difficulty  rescued  from  drowning. 
In  this  sad  condition  he  arrived  at  Jamestown, 
where  things  were  in  such  a  state  as  to  reqtiire 
all  his  faculties  of  mind  and  body.  The  time 
set  for  the  trial  of  Ratcliffe,  Archer,  and  the 
others  who  had  been  imprisoned,  drew  near,  and 
their  guilty  consciences  made  them  shrink  from 
an  inquiry,  about  the  result  of  which  they  could 
entertain  no  doubt.  Seeing  too  the  helpless  state 
of  the  President,  they  entered  into  a  plot  to 
murder  biro  in  his  bed ;  but  the  heart  of  the  base 
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wretch,  who  was  choseo  to  be  the  bstrumeDt  of 
their  wkkedness,  failed  bim  at  the  last  moment, 
and  he  had  not  the  courage  to  fire  his  murderoos 
pistol*  Having  feiled  in  this,  they  endeavored 
to  usurp  the  govonunent  and  thereby  escape  pun- 
ishment*  Fevered  and  tormented  by  his  wounds, 
Captain  Smith  became  wdury  of  this  perpetual 
strug^  against  the  violence  and  malice  of  his 
enemies,  and  of  supporting  his  rigfatftd  authority 
by  fovce  and  severity ;  and  he  now  determined  to 
retura  to  England,  though  his  old  firiends,  indig- 
nant at  the  treatment  he  had  received,  ofiked  and 
indeed  entreated  to  be  allowed  to  bring,  him  the 
heads  of  lus  hes.  But  he  would  not  permit  the 
colony  to  be  embnuled  in  a  civil  war  on  his  ac- 
oount.  His  vpounds  also  grew  very  dangerous, 
firom  the  want  lof  sui^gical  aid ;  and  he  believed 
that  he  oouM  never  recover,  unless  he  went  home 
as  soon  as  possible  to  be  cured  there.  He  there- 
fore, in  the  early  part  of  the  autumn  of  1^9, 
departed  firom  Viripnia  never  to  retum^o  it  again. 
He  left  behind  him  four  hundred  and  nmety 
colonists,  one  hundred  of  whom  were  trained  and 
expert  soldiers,  three  ships,  seven  boats,  tw<en|y- 
four  pieces  of  ordnance,  three  hundred  muskets 
and  other  arms,  abundance  of  ammunition  and 
took,  wearing  apparel  sufficient  for  all  their  vrants, 
-and  an  ample  stock  of  domestic  «ninrM^l«»  and  pro- 
visions. 
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CHAPTER  XIIL 

Remarks  on  Captain  Shnith^s  Adndniitratian 
in  Virginia. 

Captain  Smith  resided  a  ^little,  more  than  two 
years  in  Virginia;  during  one  of  which  be  was 
President  of  the  colony.  The  reader,  who  has 
gone  thus  far  with  me^  will  be  enabled  to  form 
a  conception  of  what  he  accompUshed,  and  the 
disadvantages  against  which  he  contended.  It  is 
difficult  for  those  who  have  been  reared  on  the  lap 
of  civilization/  and  had  wants  created  by  the  facil- 
ities of  gratifying  them,  to  have  a  full  sense  of  the 
labors  and  sufferings  of  the  first  settlers  of  a  new 
country.  Familiar  with  the  luxuries  of  artificial 
life,  they  are  thrdvm  into  a  situation  where  ani- 
mal existence  can  hardly  >be  supported.  Severe 
and  unremitted  toil  wears  down  the  frame  aiid 
depresses  the  mind.  Famine  often  lays  nege  to 
them,  and  new  and  strange  diseases  prostrate  their 
strength.  A  vague  sense  of  apprehension  ever 
darkens  their  lot,  and  not  a  leaf  stirs,  but  makes 
them  start  with  the  expectation  of  encountering 
some  great  and  unknown  danger. 

The  bright  hopes,  with  which  they  began  their 
enterprise,  ar6  apt  to  languish  and  die ;  and  their 
hearts  faint  under  the  influence  of  that  homesick-' 
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0698,  for  which  there  is  no  medicine  but  a  draught 
of  the  air  of  one's  native  land.  To  be  the  suc- 
cessful leader  of  a  band  of  new  setders  under 
the  most  favorable  circumstances,,  requires  an 
extraordinarj^  combination  of  powers.  He  must 
be  able  to  use  bis  hands  as  well  as  hb  head,  tp 
act  as  well  as  to  command,  to  show  how  things  are 
to  be  done  as  well  as  to  give  directions  to  do 
them.  He  must  be  able  to  awe  the  refractory,  to 
encourage  the  distrustful,  and  to  cheer  up  the 
drooping.  He  must  have  courage,  fortitude^  self- 
command,  and  perseverance;  he  must  be  just, 
yet  not  stem,  dignified,  yet  affiible  and  easy  of 
approach. 

The  Virginia  colony,  and  its  head  in  particular, 
had  trials  and  perils  of  a  peculiar  nature  to  en- 
counter, in  additibn  to  those  which  they  might 
naturally  have  expected.  In  the  first  place,  they 
were  surrounded  by  numerous  and  powerful  tribes 
of  Indians,  whose  occupation  was  war,  and  who 
were  organized  into  a  powerful  confederacy  under 
a  ruler  of  extraordinary  resources,  the  idol  of  his 
people,  full  of  courage  and  enterprise,  rivalling 
in  dissimulation  the  most  accomplished  European 
diplomatist ;  and,  if  not  the  implacable  enemy  of 
the  whites,  he  has  been  represented  as  being  still 
very  far  from  their  fiiend,  and,  with  a  prophetic 
spirit,  apparently  realhsing  from  the  first,  that 
their  permanent  residence  and  increase  would  in- 
volve the  ruin  of  his  own  people. 
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As  we  have  seen^  too,  Captain  Smith  bad 
much  to  contend  against  in  the  characters  of  many 
of  the  settlers  themselves,  whom  the  old  world 
seems  to  have  shaken  off,  as  being  too  Worth- 
less and  desperate  to  be  any  longer  tolerated  at 
home.  They  were  6ontinually  irritating  him  by 
their  surly  opposition,  and  infecting  the  well- 
disposed  by  their  ill  example ;  for  labors  and 
hardships  are  much  lightened  when  they  are 
shared  by  all.  Instead  of  receiving  aid  fix)ra  the 
council  at  home,  they  were  to  him  a  source  of 
unmixed  vexation  arid  disappointment. 

Chagrined  by  the  failure  of  >  their  vbionary 
hopes,  with  a  truly  consistent  selBshness  they 
abandoned  to  unwarrantable  neglect  the  settlers, 
whom  they  had  sent  into  a  howling  wilderness, 
taking  no  pains  to  provide  for  their  wants,  and, 
by  their  absurd  exafctions,  making  the  expeditions 
they  sent  out  to  them  a  tiax  and  a  burden. 
Captain  Smith  they  honorecf  with  peculiar  dislike, 
because  he  preferred  the  interests  of  the  colony 
to  their  own ;  believing  all  that  his  enemies  could 
say  of  him,  giving  him  reprOof  where  honor  was 
due,  and  finally  depriving  him  of  hfs  command, 
at  the  very  moment,  when  by  his  extraordinary 
exertions,  he  had  established  the  colony  upon  a 
firm  basis,  and  could  look  confidently  forward  to 
its  steady  increase  and  continued  prosperity. 
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It  is  hardly  possible  for  Captain  Smith's  ser- 
vices to  the  colony  to  be  exaggerated.  Nothing 
but  the  force  of  his  character  could  have  con- 
ducted it  through  so  many  difficulties  and  dan- 
gers. Upon  his  single  life  its  existence  hung, 
and  without  him  the  enterprise  j^ould  have  .been 
relinquished  agam  and  agaiti,  as.  in  the  case  of 
the  settlements  on  the  coast  of  Nordi  Carolina, 
and  the  establishment  of  a  permanent  colony  in 
America  would  have  been  delayed  to  an  inde- 
finite period,  since  every  unsuccessful  attempt 
would  have  been  a  fresh  discouragement  to  such 
an  undertaking.  It  is  easy  to  be  seen  that  be 
embraced  the  interests  of  the  colony  with  the 
whole  force  of  his  fervid  and  enthusiastic  char- 
acter. He  was  its  right  eye  and  its  right^  arm. 
In  its  service  he  displayed  a  perseverance,  which 
no  obstacles  could  dishearten,  a  courage,  which 
bordered'  upon  rashness,  and  a  fertility  of  resour- 
ces, which  never  left  him  at  a  loss  for  remedies 
against  every  disaster,  and  for  the  means  of  extri- 
cating himself  from  every  diMculty  and  embar- 
rassment. 

It  is  curious  to  observe  that  he  seemed  not 
only  to  superintend,  but  to  do  every  thing.  His 
official  dignity  never  encumbered  him  when  any 
thing  was  to  be  done.  We  find  him,  at  one  time, 
cutting  down  trees  with  his  own  hands;  at  another, 
heading  an  exploring  expedition,  venturing,  with  a 
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few  timid  followers  in  an  open  bark,  into  unknown 
regions  densely  peopled  with  savage  tribes;  and 
at  another,  marchmg  with  a  few  soldiers  to  pro- 
cure provisions,  and  sleeping  on  the  bare  ground 
in  the  depth*  of  winter.  He  had  the  advantage 
of  possessing  an  iron  frame  and  a  constitution 
whiph  was  proof  agunst  sickness  and  exposure ; 
so  that^  while,  others  were  famt,  drooping,  and 
weary,  he  was  vigqrous,  unexhausted,  ready  to 
grapple  with  danger,  and  contemplating  every 
enterprise  with  cheerful  confidence  in  the  result. 

In  the  government  df  his  colony  he  was  rigid- 
ly impartial,  just,  and,  as  might  be  expected  from 
one  who  had  so  long  been  a  soldier,  strict  even 
to,  seve][ity.  T^is  was  indeed  one  of  the  objec- 
tions made  to  his  administration. by  the  council  in 
England,  and  it  without  doubt  created  him  many 
enemies  m  Jaxnestown.  But  the  intelligent  rea- 
der, will  find  for  him  a  sufficient  apology  in  the 
desperate  character  of  many  of  the  settlers,  and 
in  the  absohUe  necessity  of  implicit  subordination, 
which  their  situatbn  required. 

The  whole  power*  was  centred  in  his  own 
person,  and  a  refusal  to  obey  him  was  a  refusal 
to  obey  the  laws,  upon  which  their  safety  and 
even  existence  depended.  His  severity  arose 
from  a  sense  of  duty,  and  no  one.  ever  accused 
him  of  being  wantonly  cruel  or  revengeful.  No 
man  was  more  ready  to  forgive   offences,  aimed 
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at  himself  peisooaDy ;  a  sinking  proof  of  wbicb 
is,  tbal  we  bear  of  no  pumshments  being  inflicted 
oo  the  dastanfly  wretches  who  attempted  to  as- 
ffatmnati*  him,  as  he  was  lying  helpless  from  tus 
wounds,  during  tl^  last  days  of  his  admimstratioD. 

His  oooduct  to  the  Indians,  though  not  always 
dictated  by  a  spirit  of  Christian  justice  oi  brother- 
hood, will  be  found  very  honoraUe  to  him,  if 
tried  by  the  standard  of  the  opinions  of  his  day. 
Here,  too,  hb  apology  must  be  found  m  the  peca- 
har  circumstances  in  which  he  was  placed.  He 
was  not  the  head  of  a  powerfol  body,  meeting 
and  trading  with  the  Indians  on  terms  of  equal 
ity,  but  of  a  feeble  band,  whom  they,  if  they 
had  known  their  own  strength,  might  have  crush- 
ed m  a  moment.  The  passion  of  fear  b  the 
parent  of  cruelty  and  of  treachery.  It  was  nec- 
essary (or  at  least  it  was  deemed  so)  to  overawe 
the  Indians,  to  strike  terror  into  them ;  and,  if  the ' 
means  resorted  to  for  accomplishing  these  ends 
were  not  strictly  justifiable,  therei  was  at  least  an 
excuse  for  them. 

The  English  were  also  more  than  once  threat- 
ened with  famine,  while  their  Indian  neighbors 
were  generally  well  supplied  with  provisions ;  and 
reason  and  experience  tell  us  that  starving  men 
will  not  be  very  nice  in  their  expedients  to  obtain 
food,  or  coolly  examme  into  the  right  and  wrong 
of  jpaeasures,  when  a  fierce  animal  instinct  is  goad- 


CA-PTAIN    JOHN     SMITH.  351 

tng  them  on.  Captain  Smith,  by  his  prudence 
and  firmness,  established  a  most  harmonious  feel- 
ing between  the  two  races. 

The  respect  of  the  Indians  for  him  hardly 
stopped  short  of  idolatry..  His  great  qualities 
were  evident  to  these  untutored  children  of  na- 
ture, and  their  reverence  was  the  instinctive  hom- 
age which  was  paid  to  innate  superiority.  This  is 
alone  sufficient  to  prove  that  he  never  treated  the 
Indians,  even  as  they  thought,  with  injustice,  cru- 
elty, or  caprice ;  had  it  been  so,  be  never  would 
have  been  so  admired  and  honored  by  a  race  of 
men  who  are  proverbial  for  never  forgetting  an 
injury. 

The  genuine  merits  of  Captain  Smith,  as  a  pre- 
siding officer,  can  Mnly  be  fairly  estimated  by  com- 
paring him  with  others.  We  have  seen  that  when- 
ever he  departs  firom  Jamestown  every  thing  is 
thrown  into  confusion,  and  that,  as  soon  as  he  re- 
turns. Older  b  restored  and  the  jarring  notes  of  dis- 
cord cease  to  be  heard.  As  none  but  himself  could 
bend  the  bow  of  Ulysses,  so  no  one  was  capable 
of  sustuning  the  office  of  President  for  a  single 
day  but  Captain  Smith.  We  have  seen  m  what 
difficulties  and  embarassments  Captain  Martin  at 
Nansemond  and  Captain  West  at  the  Falls  sever- 
ally involved  themselves ;  and  from  this  specimen 
we  may  draw  "  ominous  conjecture "  of  what 
would  have  been  the  fate  of  the  whole  colony, 
had  either  of  these  gentlemen  been  at  its  head. 
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of  fas  bfiHiait  expe- 

with  Newport's 

of  the  Monacans, 


to  know 
whose  treacfaerjT 
1  been  obliged  to 
le  SuDuei,  never 
the  time  he  first  left 
dajs  at  Powhabui's  service. 
apQB  promise 
of  perdoQr  at  the  tarn  of  Yoldej's  ooosjMracy. 
IXirin^  the  troablei  in  the  coloBy  ^efier  die  ar- 
nv:il  Ql  the  fast  expedUoDy  he,  with  another  of 
hb  luaaAijuiLiiy  nanwd  Fnods,  takiBg  advan- 
ti^e  of  the  geaeral  confasinnj  fled  Mgun  to  Pow- 
haftWy  pRHttsbg  thai  thej  woold  do  wonders  for 
hmt  at  the  anivai  of  Lotd  IMaware.  But  the 
sara^  aaoaaich,  with  thai  saigacity  and  eleva- 
tioBi  of  character  which  were  peculiar  to  bim, 
toM  theaa  that  the  men,  who  were  ready  to  be- 
nay  Captain  Smith  to  him,  woidd  certainly  be- 
nay  him  to  Lord  Defaware,  if  they  could  gain 
any  thk^^  tbereby,  and  inunedfately  ordered  their 
brams  to  be  beaten  out. 
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As  to  Volday  himself,  be  contrived  to  go  to 
England/ where  he  imposed  upon  many  merchants 
with  stories  of  the  rich  mines  he  had  discovered 
and  of  how  much  he  could  enrich  them,  so  that 
he  was  sent  out  with  Lord  Delaware ;  but,  his 
real  character  being  discovered  and  bis  falsehoods 
detected,  he  died  in  misery  and  disgrace. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

Captain  Smithes  Firtt  Voyage  to  New  England. 

Fbom  the  time  of  Captain  Smith's  departure 
from  Virginia,  till  the  year  1614,  there  is  a 
chasm  in  his  biography.  So  active  a  -mind  as 
his  could  not  have  been  idle  during  that  time, 
but,  unfortunately,  no  records  are  preserved  of 
what  he  attempted  or  accomplbhed.  We  have 
every  reason  to  suppose  that  his  fevorite  subject 
of  settling  the  American  continent  occupied  a 
large  portion  of  his*  time  and  thoughts.  His 
distinguished  reputation,  and  his  great  knowledge 
and  experience  upon  that  head,  would  naturally 
point  him  out  as  the  most  proper  pefson  in  Eng- 
land to  be  consulted  by  those  who  had  any 
projects   of  the   kind  in  contemplation,   and   as 
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interest  in  putting  themselves  under  his  gfiid- 
tnce.  But  they  obstinately  refused  to  the  last. 
The  Indians,  meanwhile,  flocked  around  him 
with  bitter  complaints  of  the  treatment  they  had 
received  from  the  settlers,  saying,  that  they  had 
robbed  their  gardens,  stolen  their  com,  beaten 
them,  broken  into  their  houses,  and  carried  off 
some  of  their  people  and  detained  them  prison- 
,ers.  They  offered  to  assist  him  in  bringing  them 
to  subjection  by  the  strong  arm  of  power,  and 
told  him,  that  they  had  borne  these  insults  and 
injuries  from  his  countrymen  out  of  respect  to 
him ;  but  that  he  must  forgive  them  if  hereafter 
they  defended  themselves  to  the  utmost  of  their 
ability,  and  repelled  unprovqked  aggressions-  by 
force.  ^ 

Finding  his  eSbiis  to  be  unayailing.  Captain 
Smith  departed ; '  but  his  vessel  grounded,  after 
she  had  proceeded  about  half  a  league,  a  very 
fortunate  circumstance,  as  the  result  showed. 
For  no  sooner-  was  his  back~  turned,  than  some 
Indians,  not  more  than  twelve  in  number  it  is 
stated,  burning  for  revenge,  assaulted  the  settlers, 
and,  killing  several  stragglers  whom  they  found  in 
the  woods,  struck  such  a  panic  into  the  rest,  that 
they  sent  down  in  great  alarm  to  Captain  Smith, 
offering  to  accede  to  any  terms  that  he  would 
propose,  if  he  would  come  and  assist  them.  He 
returned,  and,  after  punishing  sixi  or  seven  of  the 
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chief  ofienders,  removed  the  rest  to  Powhatan,  a 
place  every  way  adapted  to  their  purposes,  as  it 
had  been  birought  nnder  cultivation  by  the  In- 
dians, who  had  also  erected  a  strong  fort  there. 

As  soon  as  they  were  settled  in  their  new 
habitation,  Captain  West  returned  and  began  to 
undo  gU  that  bad  been  done>  Captain  Smith, 
unwilling  to  contend  with  him,  opposed  him  in 
nothing,  but  left  him  to  manage  every  thing  in  his 
own  way.  By  his  influence  they  were  induced  to 
return  to  their  former  situation,  for  what  reason 
it  is  not  stated.. 

Captain  Smith  met  with  a  most  unhappy  acci- 
dent as  he  was  returning  to  Jamestown.  While 
he  was  sleeping  in  the  boat,  a  bag  of  powder  lying 
near  him  exploded,  and  tore  and  burned  his  flesh 
in  the  most  shocking  manner.  His  clothed  being 
on  6re,  be  leaped  overboard  to  quench  the  flames, 
and  was  with  difficulty  rescued  from  drowning. 
In  this  sad  condition  he  arrived  at  Jamestown, 
where  things  were  in  such  a  state  as  to  require 
all  -his  faculties  of  mind  and  body.  The  time 
set  for  the  trial  of  Ratcliffe,  Archer,  and  the 
others  who  had  been  imprisoned,  drew  near,  and 
their  guilty  consciences  made  them  shrink  from 
an  inquiry,  about  the  riesult  of  which  they  could 
entertain  no  doubt.  Seeing  too  the  helpless  state 
of  the  President,  they  entered  into  a  plot  to 
murder  him  in  his  bed ;  but  the  heart  of  the  base 
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wretch,  wbo  was  chosen  to  be  the  iDstniment  of 
their  wickedness,  failed  him  at  the  last  moment, 
and  he  had  not  the  courage  to  fire  his  murderous 
pistol.  Having  &iled  in  thb,  they  endeavored 
to  usurp  the  government  and  thereby  escape  puo- 
bhment.  Fevered  and  tormented  by  his  wounds, 
Captab  Smith  became  w^ury  of  this  perpetual 
struggle  against  the  violence  and  malice  of  his 
enemies,  and  of  supporting  his  rightfiil  authority 
by  feice  and  severity ;  and  he  now  determined  to 
return  to  Elngland,  though  his  old  fiiends,  indig- 
nant at  the  treatment  he  had  received,  offered  and 
bdeed  entreated  to  be  allowed  to  bring,  him  the 
heads- of  his  foes.  But  he  would  not  permit  the 
colony  to  be  embroiled  in  a  civil  war  on  his  ac- 
count. Hi»  wounds  also  grew  very  dangerous, 
from  the  want  of  surgical  aid ;  and  he  believed 
that  he  could  never  recover,  unless  he  went  home 
as  soon  as  possible  to  be  cured  there.  He  there*- 
fore,  in  the  early  part  of  the  autumn  of  1-609, 
departed  from  Virginia  never  to  return  4o  it  again. 
He  left  behind  him  four  hundred  and  ninety 
colonists,  one  hundred  of  whoni  were  trained  and 
expert  soldiers,  three  ships,  seyen  boats,  tw.enfy- 
four  pieces  of  ordnance,  three  hundred  muskets 
and  other  arms,  abundance  of  ammunition  and 
tools,  wearing  apparel  sufficient  for  all  their  wants, 
-and  an  ample  stock  of  domestic  anims^s  and  pro- 
visions. 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 

Remarks  on  Captain  Smithes  Admniitration 
in  Virginia* 

Captain  Smith  resided  a  kittle,  more  than  two 
years  in  Virginia;  during  one  of  which  he  was 
President  of  the  colony.  The  reader,  who  has 
gone  thus  far  with  me^  will  be  enabled  to  form 
a  conception  of  what  he  accomplished,  and  the 
disadvantages  against  which  he  contended.  It  is 
difficult  for  those  who  have  been  reared  on  the  lap 
of  civilization,  and  had  wants  created  by  the  facil- 
ities of  gratifying  them,  to  have  a  full  sense  of  the 
labors  and  sufferings  of  the  first  settlers  of  a  new 
country.  Familiar  with  the  luxuries  of  artiBcial 
life,  they  are  thrown  into  a  situation  where  ani- 
mal existence  can  hardly  4>e  supported.  Severe 
and  unremitted  toil  wears  down  the  frame  and 
depresses  the  mind.  Famine  often  lays  siege  to 
them,  and  new  and  strange  diseases  prostrate  their 
strength.  A  vague  sense  of  apprehension  ever 
darkens  their  lot,  and  not  a  leaf  stirs,  but  makes 
them  start  with  the  expectation  of  encountering 
some  great  and  unknown  danger. 

The  bright  hopes,  with  which  they  began  their 
enterprise,  ar6  apt  to  languish  and  die ;  and  their 
hearts  faint  under  the  influence  of  that  homesick- 
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oess,  fi>r  which  there  is  no  medicine  but  a  draught 
of  the  air  of  one's  native  land.  To  be  the  suc- 
cessful leader  of  a  band  of  new  settlers  under 
the  most  favorable  circumstances,,  requires  an 
extraordinarjF  combination  of  powers.  He  must 
be  able  to  use  his  hands  as  well  as  his  head,  tp 
act  as  well  as  to  command,  to  show  how  things  are 
to  be  done  as  well  as  to  give  directions  to  do 
them.  He  must  be  able  to  awe  the  refractory,  to 
encourage  the  distrustful,  and  to  cheer  up  the 
drooping.  He  must  have  courage,  fortitude;  self- 
oommandi  and  perseverance;  he  must  be  just, 
yet  not  stem,  dignified,  yet  afiable  and  easy  of 
approach. 

The  Viiginia  colony,  and  its  head  in  particular, 
had  trials  and  perils  of  a  peculiar  nature  to  en- 
counter, in  additidn  to  those  which  they  might 
naturally  have  expected.  In  the  first  place,  they 
were  surrounded  by  numerous  and  powerful  tribes 
of  Indians,  whose  occupation  was  war,  and  who 
were  organised  into  a  powerful  confederacy  under 
a  ruler  of  extraordinary  resources,  the  idol  of  his 
people,  full  of  courage  and  enterprise,  rivalling 
in  dissimulation  the  most  accomplished  European 
diplomatist ;  and,  if  not  the  implacable  enemy  of 
the  whites,  he  has  been  represented  as  being  still 
very  far  from  their  fiiend,  and,  with  a  prophetic 
spirit,  apparently  realizing  from  the  first,  that 
their  permanent  residence  and  increase  would  in- 
volve the  ruin  of  his  own  people. 
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As  we  have  seen,  too,  Captain  Smith  had 
much  to  contend  against  in  the  characters  of  many 
of  the  settlers  themselves,  whom  the  old  world 
seems  to  have  shaken  off,  as  being  too  Worth- 
less and  desperate  to  be  any  longer  tolerated  at 
home.  They  were  Continually  irritating  him  by 
their  surly  opposition^  and  infecting  the  well- 
disposed  by  their  ill  example ;  for  labors  and 
hardships  are  much  lightened  when  they  are 
shared  by  all.  Instead  of  receiving  aid  from  the 
council  at  home,  they  were  to  him  a  source  of 
unmixed  vexatbn  aiid  diisappointment. 

Chagrined  by  the  failure  of  >  their  visionary 
hopes,  with  a  truly  consistent  selfishness  they 
abandoned  to  unwarrantable  neglect  the  settlers, 
whom  they  had  sent  into  a  howling  wilderness, 
taking  no  pains  to  provide  for  their  wants,  and, 
by  their  absurd  exactions,  making  the  expeditions 
they  3ent  out  to  them  a  tisix  and  a  burden. 
Captain  Smith  they  honored  with  peculiar  dislike, 
because  he  preferred  the  interests  of  the  colony 
to  their  own  ;  believing  all  that  his  enemies  could 
say  of  him,  giving  him  reprOof  where  honor  was 
due,  and  finally  depriving  him  of  his  command, 
at  the  very  moment,  when  by  his  extraordinary 
exertions,  he  had  established  the  colony  upon  a 
firm  basis,  and  could  look  confidently  forward  to 
its  steaidy  increase  and  continued  prosperity. 
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It  B  hmDj  possible  far  Captain  Smith's  ser- 
vioes  Id  tbe  oolooj  to  be  exaggerated.  Nothing 
bat  the  faree  of  his  character  could  have  cod- 
thicled  it  through  so  iDany  Aflkulties  and  dan- 
geis^  UpoD  his  siug^  life  its  existence  hung, 
and  without  him  the  enterprise  jrould  have  .been 
relinquished  agaia  and  again,  as  in  the  case  <^ 
the  settlements  on  the  coast  of  North  Candina, 
and  the  estahfishment  of  a  permanent  colony  in 
America  would  have  been  delayed  to  an  inde- 
finite period,  since  every  unsuccessful  attempt 
would  have  been  a  finesh  discourag^m^at  to  such 
an  undertakmg.  It  is  easy  to  be  seen  that  he 
embraced  the  interests  of  the  colony  with  the 
whole  farce  of  his  fervid  and  enthusiastic  char- 
acter. He  was  its  right  eye  and  its  right  arm* 
In  its  service  he  displayed  a  perseverance,  which 
no  obstacles  could  dishearten,  a  courage,  which 
bordered  upon  rashness,  and  a  fertility  of  resour- 
ces, which  never  left  him  at  a  loss  for  remedies 
against  every  disaster,  and  for  the  means  of  extri- 
cating himself  fiom  every  diflSculty  and  embar^ 
rassment. 

It  is  curious  to  observe  that  he  seemed  not 
only  to  superintend,  but  to  do  every  thing.  His 
official  dignity  never  encumbered  hita  when  any 
thing  was  to  be  done.  We  find  him,  at  one  time, 
cutting  down  trees  with  his  own  bands ;  at  another, 
heading  an  exploring  expedition,  venturing,  with  a 
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few  timid  followers  in  an  open  bark,  into  unknown 
regions  densely  peopled  with  savage  tribes;  and 
at  another,  mardiing  with  a  few  soldiers  to  pro- 
cure provisionisy  and  sleeping  on  the  bare  ground 
in  the  depth-  of  winter.  He  had  the  advantage 
of  possessing  an  iron  frame  and  a  constitution 
whiph  was  proof  against  sickness  and  exposure ; 
so  that;  while,  others  were  faint,  drooping,  and 
weary,  he  was  vigorous,  unexhausted,  ready  to 
grapple  with  danger,  and  contemplating  every 
enterprise  with  cheerful  confidence  in  the  result. 

In  the  government  df  his  colony  he  was  rigid- 
ly impartial,  just,  and,  as  might  be  expected  from 
one  who  had  so  long  been  a  soldier,  strict  even 
to,  seveieity.  T^is  was  indeed  one  of  the  objec- 
tions made  to  his  administration  by  the  council  in 
ELngland,  and  it  without  doubt  created  him  many 
enemies  in  Jainestown.  But  the  intelligent  rea^ 
der,  will  find  for  him  a  sufficient  apology  in  the 
desperate  character  of  many  of  the  settlers,  and 
in  the  absolute  necessity  of  implicit  subordination, 
which  their  situatbn  required. 

The  whole  power-  was  centred  in  his  own 
person,  and  a  refusal  to  obey  him  was  a  refusal 
to  obey  the  laws,  upon  which  their  safety  and 
even  exbtence  depended*  His  severity  arose 
from  a  sense  of  duty,  and  no  one,  ever  accused 
him  of  being  wantonly  cruel  or  revengeful.  No 
man  was  more  ready  to  forgive   offences,  aimed 

Hh 


350  AXeBICAN    BIOGRAPHY* 

at  himself  persooaDy ;  a  striking  proof  of  wfaicb 
is,  that  we  hear  of  no  pumshraents  being  inflicted 
CD  the  dastardly  wretches  who  attempted  to  as- 
sassinate him,  as  he  was  lying  helpless  from  bis 
wounds,  during  this  last  days  of  his  administratioB. 

Hb  conduct  to  the  Indians,  though  not  always 
dictated  by  a  spirit  of  Christian  justice  or  brother- 
bood,~wiU  be  fiwrnd  very  honorable  to  him,  if 
tried  by  the  standard  of  the  opinions  of  his  day. 
Here,  too,  his  apology  must  be  found  in  the  peca- 
liar  circumstances  in  which  he  was  placed.  He 
was  not  the  head  of  a  powerful  body,  meeting 
and  trading  with  the  Indians  on  terms  of  equal 
ity,  but  of  a  feeble  band,  whom  they,  if  they 
had  known  their  own  strength,  might  have  crush- 
ed in  a  moment.  The  pasaoii  x>{  fear  is  the 
parent  of  cruelty  and  of  treachery.  It  was  nec- 
essary (or  at  least  It  was  deem^  so)  to  overawe 
the  Indians,  to  strike  terror  into  them ;  and,  if  the 
means  resorted  to  fat  accomphshing  these  ends 
were  not  strictly  justiflable,  there,  was  at  least  an 
excuse  for  them. 

The  English  were  also  more  than  once  threat- 
ened with  famine,  while  their  Indian  neighbors 
were  generally  well  supplied  with  provisions ;  and 
reascm  and  experience  tdl  us  that  starving  men 
will  not  be  very  nice  in  their  expedients  to  obtain 
food,  or  coolly  examine  into  the  right  and  wrong 
of  measures,  when  a  fierce  animal  instinct  is  goad- 
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ing  them  on.  Captain  Smith,  by  his  prudence 
and  firmness,  established  a  most  harmonious  feel- 
ing between  the  two  races. 

The  respect  of  the  Indians  for  him  hardly 
stopped  short  of  idolatry.  His  great  qualities 
were  evident  to  these  untutored  children  of  na- 
ture, and  their  reverence  was  the  instmctive  hom- 
age whicl^  was  paid  to  innate  superiority.  This  is 
alone  sufficient  to  prove  that  he  never  treated  the 
Indians,  even  as  they  thought,  with  injustice,  cru- 
elty, or  caprice ;  had  it  been  so,  he  never  would 
have  been  so  admired  and  honored  by  a  race  of 
men  who  are  proverbial  for  never  forgetting  an 
injury. 

The  genuine  merits  of  Captsdn  Sniith,  as  a  pre- 
siding officer,  can  jOnly  be  fairly  estimated  by  com- 
paring him  with  others.  We  have  seen  that  when- 
ever he  departs  fi^m  Jamestown  every  thing  is 
thrown  into  confusion,  and  that,  as  soon  as  he  re- 
turns, order  is  restored  and  the  jarring  notes  of  dis- 
cord cease  to  be  beard.  As  none  but  himself  could 
bend  the  bow  of  Ulysses,  so  no  one  was  capable 
of  sustdning  the  office  of  President  for  a  single 
day  but  Captam  Smith.  We  have  seen  m  what 
difficulties  and  embarassments  Captain  Martin  at 
Nansemond  and  Captain  West  at  the  Falls  sever- 
ally involved  themselves ;  and  from  this  specimen 
we  may  draw  "  ominous  conjecture "  of  what 
would  have  been-  the  fate  of  the  whole  colony, 
had  either  of  these  gentlemen  been  at  its  head. 
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Compare  also  the  results  of  his  bnlliant  ezpe- 
ditioQ  to  explore  the  Chesapeake  with  Newport's 
pompous  march  into  the  country  of  the  Monacans, 
in  which  his  failure  was  as  wretched  as  his  means 
of  success  were  ample.  The  miseraUe  adven- 
tures of  the  coloDy,  too,  after  he,  its  ruling  and 
movrng  spirit,  had  -departed,  are  in  themselves  a 
splendid  encomium  up<Hi  his  energetic  and  suc- 
cessful administration. 

The  reader  may  have  some  curioedty  to  know 
what  became  of  the  Germans,  whose  treachery 
and  misconduct  we  have  so  often  been  dbliged  to 
record.  One  of  them,  by  name  Samuel,  never 
returned  to  the  English  from  the  time  he  first  left 
them,  but  spent  hb  days  in  Powhatan's  service. 
Anotlier,  named  Adam,  returned,  upon  promise 
of  pardon,  at  the  time  of  Volday's  conspiracy. 
Dunng  the  troubles  io  the  cdony  :after  the  ar- 
rival of  the  last  expedition,  he,  with  another  of 
hb  countrymen,  named  Francb,  taking  advan- 
tage of  the  general  confusion,  fled  again  to  Pow- 
hatan, promising  that  they  wbnld  do  wondeis  for 
him  at  the  arrival  of  Lord  Delaware.  But  the 
savage  monarch,  with  that  sagacity  and  eleva- 
tion of  character  which  were  peculiar  to  him, 
told  them  that  the  men,  who  were  ready  to  be- 
tray Captain  Smith  to  him,  would  certainly  be- 
tray him  to  Lord  Delaware,  if  they  could  gain 
any  thing  thereby,  and  immediately  ordered  their 
brains  to  be  beaten  out. 
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As  to  Volday  himself,  he  contrived  to  go  to 
England,' where  he  imposed  upon  many  merchants 
with  stories  of  the  rich  mines  he  had  discovered 
and  of  how  much  he  could  enrich  them,  so  that 
he  was  sent  out  with  Lord  Delaware ;  but,  his 
real  character  being  discovered  and  his  fabehoods 
detected,  he  died  in  misery  and  disgrace. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

Captain  Smithes  Firtt  Voyage  to  New  England. 

F.ROH  the  time  of  Captain  Siiiith's  departure 
from  Virginia,  till  the  year  1614,  there  is  a 
ch^sm  in  his  biography.  So  active  a  mind  as 
his  could  not  have  been  idle  during  that  time, 
but,  unfortunately,  no  records  are  preserved  of 
what  be  attempted  or  accomplished.  We  have 
every  reason  to  suppose  that  his  favorite  subject 
of  settling  the  American  coptinent  occupied  a 
large  portion  of  his'  time  and  thoughts.  Hb 
distinguished  reputation,  and  his  great  knowledge 
and  experience  upon  that  head,  would  naturally 
point  him  out  as  the  most  proper  person  in  Eng- 
land to  be  consulted  by  those  who  had  any 
projects   of  the   kind   in   contemplation,   and   as 
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tbe  best  qualified  to  take  a  part  in  tbem  bim- 
seir. 

La   1614,  probaUy  by  his  advice  and  at  las 
8Uggestioa»  an  expedition  was  fitted  out  by  some 
London  meicbants,  in  the  expense  of  which  be 
also  abared>  for  tbe  purposes  of  trade  and  £s* 
covery  in    Mew   England,  of,  as  it  was   tjoi^n 
called,  North  *  Virgbia.      An   attempt  had  been 
made  to  establish  a  colony  on  the  coast  of  Maine, 
by  tbe   Plymouth   company   as   early   as    1607, 
and  forty-five  individuals  passed  the  winter  there. 
As  the  winter  of  1607  —  8  was  remarkably  se- 
vere all  over  the  "world,  we  can  easily  ima^ne 
their  auff^rings ;  and  shall  not  be  surprised  to 
learn,   that  they  abandoned  the   enterprise,  and 
letumed  to  Englajad  in  the  first   vessel  which 
was  sent  out  to  them*    They  gave  a  most  un- 
favorable account  of  the  country,  describing  it  as 
cold,  barren,  and  rocky  in  the  extreme.     Dis- 
heartened, it   would  seem,  by  these  representa- 
tions, the  company  for  sproe  years  confined  their 
eShrts  to  one  or  two  voyages,  the  objects  of 
which  were,  to  eatcfa  6fih  and  traffic  with  tbe 
Indians,  till,  ^  vre  bavei  stated,  they  associated 
with  tbemselYes  the  enterprising  genius  of  Cap- 
tain Smith, 

In  Marohy  1614,  be  set  sail  from  London  with 
two  ships,  one  commanded  by  himself,  an<}  the 
other  by  Captain  Thomas  Hunt.     They  arrived. 
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April  30th,  at  the  island  of  Manhegin  on  the 
coast  of  Maine,  where  they  built  seven  boats. 
The  purposes,  for  which  they  were  sent,  were  to 
capture  whales  and  to  search  for  mines  of  gold 
or  copper^  which  were  said  to  be  there,  and,  if 
these  failed,  to  make  up  a  cargo  of  fish  and 
furs. 

Of  mines  they  found  no  indications,  and  they 
found  whale-fishing  a  "costly  conclusion";  for, 
although  they  saw  many,  and  chased  them  too, 
they  succeeded  in  taking  none.  They  thus  lost 
the  best  part  of  the  fishing  season ;  but,  after 
giving  up  their  gigantic  game,  they  diligently 
employed  the  months  of  July  and  August  in 
taking  and  curing  cod-fish,  an  humble,  but  more 
certain  prey.  While  the  crew  were  thus  em- 
ployed, Captain  Stnith,  with  eight  men  in  a 
small  boat,  surveyed  and  examined  the  whole 
coast,  from  Penobscot  to  Cape  Cod,  trafiBcking 
with  the  Indiafis  for  furs,  and  twice  fighting  with 
them,  and  taking  such  observations  of  the  prom- 
inent points,  as  enabled  him  to  construct  a  map 
of  the  country.  He  then  sailed  for  England, 
where  he  arrived  ii).  August,  within  six  months 
after  his  departure. 

He  left  Captain  Hunt  behind  him,  with  orders 
to  dispose  of  his  cargo  of  fish  in  Spain.  Un- 
fortunately, Hunt  was  a  sordid  and  unprincipled 
miscreant,   who  resolved   to  make  his  country- 
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TTc  IS  iT-T?  :  -  as  smiic^'ss.  w^ks  laer  bend 

▼  _'.l:  rsci  >*— :  :  ne.  icr  wlvlm,  ib  ef5  cnnse- 
17=^.-^5.  T":*  TPirr-jg  sum:  aegg  zsd  the  beauts 
n  x.^  r.rTnr*.  mc  -rxi  zsm  joSacncbaatang  reo- 
rTriTj;:*  3.'  isr^i^  xanrs.  frer  liaaed  thor  wrongs 
E  L.:.^  irnt^  i::*:ir  nmTWggc  3BHk«  becaose  they 
jr:.  r.:»rr  "L'  inaT  iJH^i  rae*  wxh  vinn  tbeir  ear- 

C  nuin  Sriicr^  t>s  zbs  recam,  presented  his 

Tr^.T  Ik  IIS:  maicrr  bervecE  PeoofasooC  and  Cape 

Ciit  ir   PrjLce  ChLTiCS   (tMwjiA  Charies  the 

Fr5c  ^  -r-ci  i  r^OTSst  that  he  would  substitute 

Ainsrs.  iiscrAi  nf  tie  ~  bubaroos  names "  which 

har  iesr  r"  t«r  tr  partirular  places.     Smith  him- 

sei*  rix^  IT  ibe  cocEtij  the  name  erf"  New  England, 

»?  ii*  cxpresfCr  states,  and  not  Prince  Charles,  as 

K  KvesETorlj  arpposed.     With  his  request  Prince 

Cbaties  ^nKaouslj  cximpfied,  and  made  many  al- 
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terations  in  the  nomenclature,  which  were  gen- 
erally marked  by  good  taste.  The  name  which 
Smith  had  given  to  Cape  Ann,  was  Cape  Traga- 
bigzanda,  iri  honor  of  his  Turkish  mistress,  whom 
I  hope  my  readers  have  not  forgotten.  Those^ 
who  have  occasion  to  pronounce  the  name  iire- 
qqentiy,  vnll  congratulate  themselves  on  the 
change.  Cape  Cod,  the  name  given  by  6os« 
Dold,  was  altered  by  the  Prince  to  Cape  James, 
in  honor  of  his  father;  but  posterity  has  per- 
tinaciously adhered  to  the  old,  homely  title,  in 
spite  of  the  double  claims  of  the  n^w  one,  as 
bemg  the  ^lame  of  a  king  and  bestowed  by  a 
prince.  With  his  characteristic  modesty.  Smith 
bad  given  bis  own  name  x)nly  to  a  small  cluster 
of  islands,  which  the  Prince  did  not  alter ;  but, 
by  some  strange  caprice,  they  are  now  called  the 
Isles  of  Shoals,  a  change  which  has  neither  jus- 
tice nor  taste  to  reconunend  it. 

The  first  port^  into  which  Captain  Smith  put 
on  his  return  to  England,  was  Plymouth.  There 
be  related  his  adventures  to  some  of  his  friends, 
"  who,"  he  says,  "  as  I  supposed,  were  interested 
in  the  dead  patent  of  this  unregarded  country." 
The  Plymouth  company  of  adventurers  to  North 
Virginia,  by  flattering  hopes  and  large  promises 
induced  him  to  engage  his  services  to  them.  Up- 
on his  arrival  in  London,  overtures  were  made 
to  him  by  bis  old  employers,  the  South  Virginia 
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oompanjy  who  hul  probdUj,  bj  experience  of 
otbefSy  iwriird  to  fcnn  a  more  just  estimate  of 
fab  merits  and  abilities;  but  tbese,  oo  aocouot 
of  hb  previoos  engagement,  he  was  constrained 
to  dedine.  His  lefiisal  seems  to  ha^e  gi^en  some 
offenee  to  those  whose  good  opinion  he  valued ; 
far  he  takes  pains  to  state,  that  it  proceeded 
from  BO  dinnclinMJon  to  them  or  their  cause, 
bat  he  oonsideied  himself  in  honor  bound  to  the 
PljmoQth  oompanj* 


CHAPTER  XV. 

Captain  Simith  unh  a  Second  Time  for  New 
England^  —  h  taken  by  a  French  Squadron 
and  carried  to  France.  —  Makes  his  Escape. 
—  Arrives  in  England;^ — Publishes  his  Dc- 
scription  of  New  England^ 

When  Captain  Smith  left  Plymouth  for  Lon- 
don, it  was  with  the  understanding  that  be  should 
return  to  the  former  place  at  Christmas  and 
take  charge  of  an  expedition  of  four  ships,  which 
the  company  were  to  furnish  him.  The  London 
company  made  him  an  oflfer  of  the  same  nature, 
which,  as  we  have  stated,  he  was  obliged  to  de« 
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dine.  He  endeavored  to  ipduce  the  two  com- 
panies to  fit  out  an  expedition  in  common,  ttx 
which  there  were  many  inducements. 

The  Londoners  had  the  most  capita),  but  the 
men  of  Plymouth  were  better  acquainted  with 
the  art  of  taking  and  curing  fish,  and  could  nK>re 
easily  fit  out  vessels  for  that  object ;  so  that  it  was 
desirable  that  fiinds  should  be  raised  in  London 
ii\  behalf  of  an  expedition  which  should  sail  fi-om 
Plymouth.  Besides,  as  Captain  Smith  says,  "  it 
is  near  as  much  trouble,  but  much  more  danger, 
to  sail  froin  London  to  Plymouth,  than  from  Ply- 
mouth to  New  England,  so  that  half  the  voyage 
would  be  thus  saved."  This  project,  though  re- 
commended by  reason  arid  expediency,  could  nev* 
er  be  realized  on  account  of  the  absurd  jealousy 
which  the  two  companies  entertained  towards  each 
other,  and  the  unwillingness  of  either  to  give  pre- 
cedence to  the  other. 

Early  in  Januairy,  1615,  Captain  Smith,  with 
two  hundred  pounds  in  his  pocket,  and  attended 
by  six  of  his  friends,  left  London  for  Plymouth, 
expecting  to  find  the  four  ships  waiting  for  him. 
But  his  sanguine  expectations  were  destined  to 
be  ^disappointed.  The  ill  success  of  the  expe- 
dition, which  sailed  the  June  previous  from  the 
Isle  of  Wight,  under  the  command  of  Harley  and 
Holson,  occasioned  by  the  flame  of  excitement 
which  the  outrage  of  Hujit  had  kindled  in  the  In- 
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had  chiUed  die  ml  oT  the  Pljmoiith  com- 
psBT.*  But  hf  die  indefrtigaUe  exeitioos  of 
CapcuB  Smithy  sod  the  liberal  assistance  of  Si 
Feniixaodo  Gorges,  Dr.  Sotliflfe,  Dean  of  £xeter, 
acd  ocheis>  two  ships  were  prepared  and  equipped, 
ooe  ct  two  huDdred  tooSy  aod  the  other  of  fifty, 
ia  whJch,  besides  seaown,  there  were  axteeo  mcR 
cesdoed  lo  remaia  as  settkfs. 

Tber  set  sail  ia  March ;  but,  after  tfaej  bad 
£ooe  about  a  hundred  and  tweoty  leagues,  they 
encountered  a  violent  storm,  which  separated  the 
two  vessels^  dismasted  Certain  Smith's,  and  oblig- 
ed him  lo  letura  under  a  jury-mast  to  Plymouth. 
Hk  consort,  rommanded  by  Thomas  Dermer, 
meanwhile  proceeded  on  her  voyage,  and  return- 
ed wkh  a  prodtable  cargo  in  August;  but  the 
object  of  the  enterprise,  which  was  to  efiect  a 
pencaoent  settlement,  was  frustrated. 

Capciia  Smith's  vessel  was  probably  found  to 
be  so  much  sliattered  as  to  render  it  inexpe- 
dient to  repair  her ;  for  we  find  that  he  set  sail 
a  second  time  from  Hymouth,  on  the  24th  of 
June,  in  a  small  bark  of  sixty  tons,  manned  by 
thiriT  men,  and  carrying  with  him  the  same  six- 
teen settlers,  he  had  taken  befiNre.  But  an  evil 
destiny  seemed  to  hang  over  thb  enterprise,  and 

*  See  Pnnce'^  Cknmobgietd  HUiory  of  JVew  Eng- 
.  PL  IS^  ed.  ]8aa    BeUmtp^  Life  of  Goigefl,  in  bii 
VoL  1.  p.  35& 
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to  make  the  voyage  a  succession  of  disasters  and 
disappointments.  Soon  after  bis  departure  he 
was  chased  by  an  English  pinite,  to  whom  his 
crew  importuned  him  to  surrender  without  resis- 
tance ;  which  however  he  disdained  to  do,  though 
be  had  only  four  guns  and  the  pirate  thirty-six. 
The  apprehensions  of  all  parties  were  soon  agree- 
ably and  singularly  dispersed  ;  for  Captain  Smith, 
on  speaking  with  her,  found  that  her  commander 
and  i^ome  of  his  crew  had  been  fellow-soldiers 
with  him  (probably  in  his  Turkish  campaigns), 
and  had  recently  run  away  with  the  ship  from 
Tunis. 

They  were  in  want  of  provisions  and  in  a  mu- 
tinous state,  and  offered  to  Captain  Smith,  either 
to  put  themselves  under  his  command,  or  to  carry 
him,  wherever  he  desiried;  but  these  offei-s  were 
declined.  Near  Fayal,  he  met  with  two  French 
pirates,  one  of  two  hundred  tons  and  the  other  of 
thirty.  His  crew  ^were  again  panic-stricken,  and 
would  have  surrendered  without  firing  a  gun  ;  but 
Captain  Smith>  whose  impetuous  valor  made  him 
disregard  the  greatest  odds  against  him,  told  them 
th^t  he  would  rather  blow  up  the  ship,  than  yield 
while  he  had  any  powder  left.  After  a  running 
fight  he  contrived  to  make  his  escape. 

Near  Flores,  he  was  chased  and  overtaken 
by  four  Freqch  men-of-war,  who  had  orders  from 
their  sovereign  to  make  war  upon  the  Spaniards 
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the  besi  qualified  to  take  a  part  m  them  bim- 
sein 

In   1614,  probably  by  hb  advice   and  at  bis 
suggestioD,  an  expedition  was  fitted  out  by  some 
London  merchants,  in  the  expense  of  wUch  be 
also  shared,  for  the   purposes  of  trade  and  £s- 
covery  in   Mew   England,  or,  as  it  was   ^o 
called,  North  Virginia.      An   attempt  had  been 
made  to  establish  a  colony  on  the  coast  of  Maine, 
by  the   Plymouth   company   as   early   as    1607, 
and  forty-five  individuals  passed  the  winter  there. 
As  the  winter  of  1607  -  8  was  remarkably  se- 
vere all  over  the  >;vorld,  we  can  easily  imagine 
their  suffering? ;  and  shall  not  be  surprised  to 
learn,   that  they  abandoned  the   enterprise,  and 
returned  tp  England  in  the  first  vessel  which 
was  sent  out  to  tbem.    They  gave  a  most  un- 
favorable account  of  the  country,  describing  it  as 
cold,  barren,  and  rocky  in  the  extreme.     Dis- 
heartened, it   would  se^m,  by  these  representa- 
tions, the  company  for  spme  years  confined  their 
eSofts  to  one  or  two  voyages,  the  objects  of 
which  were,  to  eatcb  &h  atid  traffic  with   the 
Indians,  till,  ii?  we  bavQ  slated,  they  associated 
with  themselves  the  enterprising  genius  of  Cap- 
tain Smith* 

In  Marcln,  1614,  be  set  sail  from  London  with 
two  ships,  one  commanded  by  himself,  an4  the 
other  by  Captain  Thomas  Hunt.     They  arrived. 
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April  30th,  at  the  isknd  of  Manhegin  on  the 
coast  of  Maine,  where  they  built  seven  boats. 
The  purposes,  for  whicb  they  were  sent,  were  to 
capture  whales  and  to  search  for  mines  of  gold 
or  copper,  which  were  said  to  be  there,  and,  if 
these  failed,  to  make  up  a  cargo  of  fish  and 
furs. 

Of  mines  they  found  no  indications,  and  they 
found  whale-fishing  a  "  costly  conclusion  "  j  for, 
although  they  saw  many,  and  chased  them  too, 
they  succeeded  in  takfng  none.  They  thus  lost 
the  best  part  of  the  fishing  season;  but,  after 
giving  up  their  gigantic  game,  they  diligently 
employed  the  months  of  July  and  August  in 
taking  and  curing  cod-fish,  an  humble,  but  more 
certain  prey.  While  the  crew  were  thus  em- 
ployed, Captain  Steiith,  with  eight  men  in  a 
small  boat,  surveyed  and  examined  the  whole 
coast,  from  Penobscot ,. to  Cape  Cod,  trafficking 
with  the  Indiat^s  for  furs,  and  twice  fighting  with 
them,  and  taking  such  observations  of  the  prom- 
inent points,  as  enabled  him  to  construct  a  map 
of  the  country.  He  then  sailed  for  England, 
where  he  arrived  iii.  August,  within  six  months 
after  his  departure. 

He  left  Captain  Hunt  behind  him,  with  orders 
to  dispose  of  his  cargo  of  fish  in  Spain.  Un- 
fortunately, Hunt  was  a  sordid  and  unprincipled 
miscreant,  who  resolved   to  make  his  country- 
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o&ns  to  die  Indnns,  and  thus  prevent  the 
ablshmeai  of  a  pemmient  colooj,  which  woald 
<5c:InL?h  the  larve  gains  he  and  a  few  others  de- 
m^  br  mcDopolJziDg  a  lucrative  traffic.  For 
ths  purpose,  haTiog  decoyed  tweoty-four  of  the 
nar.Tes  od  board  hk  ship,  be  carried  them  off  and 
scu!  tbera  as  slaves  in  the  port  of  Malaga. 

History,  firuitful  as  it  B  in  narratives  of  iojustice, 
oppresskffi,  and  crimes,  has  recorded  few  acts  so 
ioiuDous  as  this.  He  was  indignantly  dismissed 
from  his  office  by  his  employers,  when  they  heard 
of  his  guilt ;  but  this  could  not  undo  the  mischief 
which  had  been  done,  nor  prevent  its  evil  conse- 
quences. The  outrage  sunk  deep  into  the  hearts 
of  the  Indians,  and,  with  the  indiscrimioating  ven- 
geance of  savage  natures,  they  viated  their  wrongs 
in  afier  times  upon  innocent  heads,  because  they 
belonged  to  that  hated  race  with  whom  their  ear- 
ly associations  were  so  tragical. 

Captain  Smith,  upon  his  return,  presented  his 
map  of  the  country  between  Penobscot  and  Cape 
Cod  to  Prince  Charles  (afterwards  Charles  the 
First),  with  a  request  that  he  would  substitute 
others,  instead  of  the  "  barbarous  names "  which 
had  been  given  to  particular  places.  Smith  him- 
self gave  to  the  country  the  name  of  New  England, 
as  be  expressly  states,  and  not  Prince  Charles,  as 
is  commonly  supposed.  With  his  request  Prince 
Charles  graciously  complied,  and  made  many  al- 
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terations  in  the  nomenclature,  which  were  gen- 
erally marked  by  good  taste.  The  name  which 
Smith  had  given  to  Cape  Ann,  was  Cape  Traga- 
bigzanda,  iri  honor  of  his  Turkish  mistress,  whom 
I  hope  my  readers  have  not  forgotten.  Those^ 
who  have  occasion  to  pronounce  the  name  fre- 
quently, vnll  congratulate  themselves  on  the 
change.  Cape  Cod,  the  name  given  by  Cos-' 
Dold,  was  altered  by  the  Prince  to  Cape  James, 
in  honor  of  his  father ;  but  posterity  has  per- 
tinaciously adhered  to  the  old,  homely  title,  in 
spite  of  the  double  claims  of  the  n^w  one,  as 
bemg  the  ^lame  of  a  king  and  bestowed  by  a 
prince.  With  bis  characteristic  modesty,  Smith 
bad  given  his  own  name  x)nly  to  a  small  cluster 
of  islands,  which  the  Prince  did  not  alter ;  but, 
by  some  strange  caprice,  they  are  now  called  the 
Isles  of  Shoals,  a  change  which  has  neither  jus- 
tice nor  taste  to  reconvmend  it. 

The  first  port,  into  which  Captain  Smith  put 
on  his  return  to  England,  was  Plymouth.  There 
he  related  his  adventures  to  some  of  his  friends, 
"  who,"  he  says,  "  as  I  supposed,  were  interested 
in  the  dead  patent  of  this  unregarded  country." 
The  Plymouth  company  of  adventurers  to- North 
Virginia,  by  flattering  hopes  and  large  promises 
induced  him  to  engage  his  services  to  them.  Up- 
on his  arrival  in  London,  overtures  were  made 
to  him  by  bis  old  employers,  the  South  Virginia 
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CHAPTER  XY. 

CwKM  JSwdl  wilf  m  Stemi  TSme  fir  New 
CKpumL — h  adbn  h  m  Firemtk  Sqmadron 
mmi  ^M  iiii  zp  Fntmet^ — 3Uott  kis  Escape, 
—  JtriM  im  Ex^rmJL—PwtSAee  hie  J9e- 

^wxx  CtpcuB  Snurii  left  PlyiBoatfa  for  Lod- 
«ic«k  k  TO:  «^  ihe  ttndefstawfiBg  that  he  should 
nrcoTi  K"  t!ae  fenner  piace  at  Chnstmas  and 
ul.1^  c>sftr^  of  an  expedEtkn  of  ibiir  ships,  which 
t^e  vviK'Tvuir  ««n^  to  fiinibii  him.  The  Loadon 
c\>et|MUEir  oHide  hau  an  oftr  of  the  same  natuie, 
whk^  »  we  hare  stated,  he  was  obliged  to  de- 
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dine.  He  endeavored  to  ifiduce  the  two  com- 
panies to  fit  out  an  expedition  in  common,  ftr 
which  there  were  many  inducements. 

The  Londoners  had  the  most  capita),  but  the 
men  of  Plymouth  were  better  acquainted  with 
the-  art  of  taking  and  curing  fish,  and  could  more 
easily  fit  out  vessels  for  that  object ;  so  that  it  was 
desirable  xh^t  funds  should  be  raised  in  London 
ii\  behalf  of  an  expedition  which  should  sail  from 
Plymouth.  Besides,  as  Captam  Smith  says,  "  it 
is  near  as  much  trouble,  but  much  more  danger, 
to  sail  fit)|n  London  to  Plymouth,  than  from  Ply- 
mouth to  New  England,  so  that  half  the  voyage 
would  be  thus  saved."  This  project,  though  re- 
commended by  reason  aiid  expediency,  could  nev*- 
er  be  realized  on  account  of  the  absurd  jealousy 
which  the  two  companies  entertained  towards  each 
other,  and  the  unwillingness  of  either  to  give  pre- 
cedence to  the  other. 

Early  in  January,  1615,  Captain  Smith,  with 
two  hundred  pounds  in  his  pocket,  and  attended 
by  six  of  his  friends,  left  London  for  Plymouth, 
expecting  to  find  the  four  ships  waiting  for  him. 
But  his  sanguine  expectations  were  destined  to 
be  Tdisgippointed.  The  ill  success  of  the  expe- 
dition, which  sailed  the  June  previous  icom  the 
Isle  of  Wight,  under  the  command  of  Harley  and 
Holson,  occasioned  by  the  flame  of  excitement 
which  the  outrage  of  Hunt  had  kindled  in  the  In- 
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IT.r"  ^«r  ail    n  y.Hm  z   aac  afaer  thej  hid 

3£jLr.uu:b!i^x  I.  -*^Lie9£  -mi  n-  vzK2i  sepanted  the 
^rrn  >s»:*«v  nsnasifx  C.maii  SaxiinX  and  oUig- 
«i  nm  :a  :«sum  omiiar  a  jurj-nsKl  tt>  Pljinooth. 
HI>  r.i&uir:.  jsumiiBiiier  b^-  Tbonras  Dermer, 
i:^:ur^-:..c  ifmKeitrti  ^k  ifesr  Tcrarie,  and  reCiun- 
j»i  T-^;  «.  nnanxiie  zac^  ji  Aj:£ast;  but  die 
n:  evt  ^r  :i:tf  ^no^-pcse.  viiicc  vas  to  eflfect  a 

Ci^ui.u  Simla's  vesBci  W3S  prohabir  ibuiid  to 
>f  sc  suira  iiiazKTM  as  &>  reader  k  inexpe- 
^ejc  3:  :«:!ir.Lr  lisr :  i:r  ve  Scd  that  he  set  sa3 
A  ^tK*jfifti  ::izK  r::ixi  F^jracnUL.  go  the  24th  of 
J^iiK^  s  ^  sBxujL  duck  eC  a^rr  tons,  maimed  by 
x::ir't  anaiL  ani  carrying  wiui  him  the  saipe  six- 
>?ifa  stjTLer^  2e  had  taken  before.  Bot  an  evil 
iesciTT  s«n:>si  ij  bzn^  orer  ihk  enterprise,  and 

•  S^  P»ce^  CL  tmA^itmi  HUtory  of  JVew  En^ 
^mi^f^VSXf^l^^Si    BeUaap^Lifeof  Gfliges,  in  bk 
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to  make  the  voyage  a  succession  of  disasters  and 
disappointments.  Soon  after  his  departure  he 
was  chased  by  an  English  pirate,  to  whom  his 
crew  importuned  him  to  surrender  without  resis- 
tance ;  which  however  he  disdained  to  do,  though 
be  had  only  four  guns  and  the  pirate  thirty-six. 
The  apprehensions  of  all  parties  were  soon  agree- 
ably and  singularly  dbpersed  ;  for  Captain  Smith, 
on  speaking  with  her,  found  that  her  commander 
and  i^ome  of  his  crew  had  been  fellow-soldiers 
with  him  (probably  in  his  Turkish  campaigns), 
and  had  recently  run  away  with  the  ship  from 
Tunis. 

They  were  in  want  of  provisions  and  in  a  mu- 
tinous state,  and  offered  to  Captain  Smith,  either 
to  put  themselves  under  his  command,  or  to  carry 
him,  wherever  he  desired;  hut  these  offei-s  were 
declined.  Near  Fayal,  he  met  with  two  French 
pirates,  one  of  two  hundred  tons  and  the  other  of 
thirty.  His  crew  -were  again  panic-stricken,  and 
would  have  surrendered  without  firing  a  gun  ;  but 
Captain  Smith>  whose  impetuous  valor  made  him 
dbregard  the  greatest  odds  against  him,  told  them 
th^t  he  would  rather  blow  up  the  ship,  than  yield 
while  he  had  any  powder  left.  After  a  running 
fight  he  contrived  to  make  his  escape. 

Near  Flores,  he  was  chased  and  overtaken 
by  four  Freqch  men-of-war,  who  had  orders  from 
their  sovereign  to  make  war  upon  the  Spaniards 
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the  besi  qualified  to  take  a  part  id  them  him- 
self. 

In  1614,  probaUy  by  his  advice  and  at  Us 
suggestioD,  an  expedition  was  fitted  out  by  some 
London  mercbaots^  in  the  expense  of  which  be 
also  ahared>  for  the  purposes  of  trade  and  £s- 
covery  in  Mew  England,  of,  as  it  was  theo 
called,  North  *  Virginia.  An  attempt  had  been 
made  to  establish  a  colony  on  the  coast  of  Maine, 
by  the  Plymouth  company  as  early  as  1607, 
and  forty-five  individuals  passed  the  winter  there. 
As  the  whiter  Qf  1607  —  8  was  remarkably  se- 
vere all  over  the  >;vorld,  we  can  easily  imagine 
their  suffeiings ;  and  shall  not  be  sui^prised  to 
learn,  that  they  abandoned  the  enterprise,  and 
returned  tp  England  in  the  first  vessel  which 
was  sent  out  to  tbeni.  Tbey  gave  a  most  un- 
favorable account  of  the  country,  describing  it  as 
cold,  barren,  and  rocky  in  the  extreme.  Dis- 
heartened, it  would  se^m,  by  these  representa- 
tions, the  company  for  spme  years  confined  their 
efibrts  to  one  or  two  voyages,  the  objects  of 
which  were,  to  eatcb  &h  atid  traffic  with  the 
Indians,  till,  i^  we  bavei  slated,  they  associated 
with  theoiselves  the  enterpirising  genius  of  Cap- 
tain Smith, 

In  Maroln,  1614,  be  set  sail  from  Ix>ndon  with 
two  ships,  one  eommanded  by  himself,  and  the 
other  by  Captain  Thomas  Hunt.    They  arrived. 
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April  30th,  at  the  island  of  Manhegin  on  the 
coast  of  Maine,  where  they  built  seven  boats. 
The  purposes,  for  which  they  were  sent,  were  to 
capture  whales  and  to  search  for  mines  of  gold 
or  copper^  which  were  said  to  be  there,  and,  if 
these  failed,  to  make  up  a  cargo  of  fish  and 
furs. 

Of  mines  they  found  no  indications,  and  they 
found  whale-fishing  a  ''  costly  conclusion  "  ;  for, 
although  they  saw  many,  and  chased  them  too, 
they  succeeded  in  takfng  none.  They  thus  lost 
the  best  part  of  the  fishing  season;  but,  after 
giving  up  their  gigantic  game,  they  diligently 
employed  the  months  of  July  and  August  in 
taking  and  curing  cod-fish,  an  humble,  but  more 
certain  prey.  While  the  crew  were  thus  em- 
ployed, Captain  Steiith,  with  eight  men  in  a 
small  boat,  surveyed  and  examined  the  whole 
coast,  from  Penobscot  to  Cape  Cod,  trafficking 
with  the  Indiat^s  for  furs,  and  twice  fighting  with 
them,  and  taking  such  observations  of  the  prom- 
inent points,  as  enabled  him  to  construct  a  map 
of  the  country.  He  then  sailed  for  England, 
where  he  arrived  ii).  August,  within  six  months 
after  his  departure. 

He  left  Captain  Hunt  behind  him,  with  orders 
to  dispose  of  his  cargo  of  fish  in  Spain.  Un- 
fortunately, Hunt  was  a  sordid  and  unprincipled 
miscreant,  who  resolved   to  make  bis  country- 
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ness,  for  which  there  is  no  medicine  but  a  draught 
of  the  air  of  one's  naitive  land.  To  be  the  suc- 
cessful leader  of  a  band  of  new  settlers  under 
the  roost  favorable  circumstances,,  requires  an 
extraordtnarjp  combination  of  powers.  He  must 
be  able  to  use  his  hands  as  well  as  hb  head,  tp 
act  as  well  as  to  command,  to  show  how  things  are 
to  be  done  as  well  as  to  give  directions  to  do 
them.  He  must  be  able  to  awe  the  refractory,  to 
encourage  the  distrustful,  and  to  cheer  up  the 
drooping.  He  must  have  courage,  fortitude;  self- 
command,  and  perseverance;  he  must  be  just, 
yet  not  stem,  dignified,  yet  affable  and  easy  of 
approach. 

The  Virginia  colony,  and  its  head  in  particular^ 
had  trials  and  perils  of  a  peculiar  nature  to  en- 
counter, in  additidn  to  those  which  they  might 
naturally  have  expected.  In  the  first  place,  they 
were  surrounded  by  numerous  and  powerful  tribes 
of  Indians,  whose  occupation  was  war,  and  who 
were  organized  into  a  powerful  confederacy  under 
a  ruler  of  extraordinary  resources,  the  idol  of  his 
people,  full  of  courage  and  enterprise,  rivalling 
in  dissimulation  the  most  accomplished  European 
diplomatist ;  and,  if  not  the  implacable  enemy  of 
the  whites,  he  has  been  represented  as  being  still 
very  far  from  their  friend,  and,  with  a  prophetic 
spiiit,  apparently  realizing  from  the  first,  that 
their  permanent  residence  and  increase  would  in- 
volve the  ruin  of  his  own  people. 
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As  we  have  seen,  too,  Captain  Smith  had 
much  to  contend  against  in  the  characters  of  many 
of  the  settlers  themselves,  whom  the  old  world 
seems  to  have  shaken  off,  as  being  too  Worth- 
less and  desperate  to  be  any  longer  tolerated  at 
home.  They  were  6ontinually  irritating  him  by 
their  surly  opposition,  and  infecting  the  well- 
disposed  by  their  ill  example ;  for  labors  and 
hardships  are  much  lightened  when  they  are 
shared  by  all.  Instead  of  receiving  aid  from  the 
council  at  home,  they  w^e  to  him  a  source  of 
unmixed  vexation  arid  disappointment. 

Chagrined  by  the  failure  of  >  their  visionary 
hopes,  with  a  truly  consistent  selfishness  they 
abandoned  to  unwarrantable  neglect  the  settlers, 
whom  they  had  sent  into  a  howling  wilderness, 
taking  no  pains  to  provide  for  their  wants,  and, 
by  their  absurd  exactions,  making  the  expeditions 
they  sent  out  to  them  a  tax  and  a  burden. 
Captain  Smith  they  honoredf  with  peculiar  dislike, 
because  he  preferred  the  interests  of  the  colony 
to  their  own  ;  believing  all  that  his  enemies  could 
say  of  him,  giving  him  reprdof  where  honor  was 
due,  and  finally  depriving  him  of  hfs  command, 
at  the  very  moment,  when  by  his  extraordinary 
exertions,  he  had  established  the  colony  upon  a 
firm  basis,  and  could  look  confidently  forward  to 
its  steady  increase  and  continued  prosperity. 
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It  k  hsdlj  posaOife  fcr  Captim  Smith's  ser- 
viees  to  tbe  eoiooj  to  be  eutggmted.  Noching 
bat  tbe  tone  of  bb  cberader  could  have  con- 
dacled  it  tbongh  90  man j  Afficulties  and  dan- 
get%.  Upon  bis  siDg^  life  its  existence  hung, 
and  witboat  bin  the  enteqwise  jrould  have  .been 
reiiDqaisbed  agon  and  again,  as  in  the  case  of 
tbe  settteowBts  ob  tbe  ooast  of  Notth  Caidina, 
and  the  esiablisbiiieBt  of  a  permanent  colony  in 
Ameiica  would  have  been  delayed  to  an  inde- 
finite period,  anoe  every  unsuccessful  attempt 
wooM  baTe  been  a  fiesh  discouiagepnent  to  such 
an  undertaUng.  It  is  easy  to  be  seen  that  he 
embraced  tbe  interests  of  the  colony  with  the 
whole  feroe  of  bb  fervid  and  enthusiastic  char- 
acter. He  was  its  right  eye  and  its  right^  arm. 
In  its  service  he  displayed  a  perseverance,  which 
no  obstai^  could  dishearten,  a  courages,  which 
bordered  upon  rashness,  and  a  fertility  of  resour- 
ces, which  never  left  him  at  a  loss  for  remedies 
against  every  disaster,  and  for  the  means  of  extri- 
cating himself  from  eyery  diMculty  and  embar- 
rassment. 

It  is  curious  to  observe  that  he  seemed  not 
only  to  superintend,  but  to  do  every  thing.  His 
official  dignity  never  encumbered  him  when  any 
thing  was  to  be  done.  We  find  hiro,  at  one  time, 
cutting  down  trees  with  his  own  hands ;  at  another, 
heading  an  exploring  expedition,  venturing,  with  a 
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few  timid  followers  in  an  open  bark,  into  unknown 
regions  densely  peopled  with  savage  tribes;  and 
at  another,  marching  with  a  few  soldiers  to  pro- 
cure provisions,  and  sleeping  on  the  bare  ground 
in  the  depth  of  winter.  He  had  the  advantage 
of  possessing  an  iron  frame  and  a  constitution 
whiph  was  proof  against  sickness  and  exposure ; 
so  that^  while,  others  were  &int,  drooping,  and 
weary,  he  was  vigqrous,  unexhausted,  ready  to 
grapple  with  danger,  and  contemplating  every 
enterprise  with  cheerful  confidence  in  the  result. 

In  the  government  of  his  colony  he  was  rigid- 
ly  impartial,  just,  and,  as  might  be  expected  from 
one  who  had  so  long  been  a  soldier,  strict  even 
to,  seventy.  TJiis  was  indeed  one  of  the  objec- 
tions made  to  his  administration. by  the  council  in 
Ekigland,  and  it  without  doubt  created  him  many 
enemies  in  Jamestown.  But  the  intelligent  rea- 
der, will  find  for  him.  a  sufficieiit  apology  in  the 
desperate  character  of  many  of  the  settlers,  and 
in  the  absolute  necessity  of  implicit  iiubordination, 
which  their  situation  required. 

The  whole  power-  was  centred  in  his  own 
person,  and  a  refusal  to  obey  him  was  a  refusal 
to  obey  the  laws,  upon  which  their  safety  and 
even  exbtence  depended.  His  severity  arose 
from  a  sense  of  duty,  and  no  one  ever  accused 
him  of  being  wantonly  cruel  or  revengeful.  No 
man  was  more  ready  to  for^ve   offences,  aimed 

Hh 
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at  himadf  pecsooaDy ;  a  sirikiog  proof  of  wbk;b 
by  thai  we  bear  of  no  pumsbments  being  iDflicted 
Qtt  tbo  dastanDy  wrelcbes  wbo  attempted  to  as- 
lim,  as  be  was  lying  belpless  from  bis 
,  duriog  the  last  days  of  bis  administratioD. 

His  oondnct  to  tbe  InAans,  tbougb  not  always 
dictated  by  a  spmi  of  Cbiistian  justice  or  brother- 
boody  will  be  fcand  very  booorable  to  bim,  if 
tiied  by  tbe  standaid  of  tbe  opinions  of  bis  day. 
Here,  too»  bis  apology  must  be  fixmd  in  the  peca- 
bar  circumstanoes  in  wUcb  be  was  placed.  He 
was  not  tbe  bead  of  a  poweifid  body,  meeting 
and  trnfing  with  tbe  Indians  on  terms  of  equal 
ity»  but  of  a  fedile  band,  whom  they,  if  they 
bad  known  tbeir  own  strength,  might  have  crush- 
ad  in  a  momept.  Tbe  passioa  of  fear  is  the 
parent  of  ciudty  and  of  treachery.  It  was  nec- 
essary (or  at  least  it  was  deemed  so)  to  overawe 
tbe  Indians,  to  strike  terror  into  them ;  and,  if  the' 
means  resorted  to  fiir  aocomj&hing  these  ends 
were  not  strictly  justifiable,  tberei  was  at  least  an 
excuse  fx  them. 

Tbe  Englisb  were  also  more  than  once  threat- 
ened with  famine,  while  their  Indian  neighbors 
were  generally  well  supplied  with  provisions ;  and 
reason  and  experience  tdl  us  that  starving  men 
will  not  be  very  nice  in  tbeir  expedients  to  obtain 
food,  at  coolly  exambe  into  the  right  and  wrong 
of  loeasures,  when  a  fierce  animal  instinct  is  goad- 
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tng  them  on.  Captain  Smith,  by  his  prudence 
and  firmness,  established  a  most  harmonious  feel- 
ing between  the  two. races. 

The  respect  of  the  Indians  for  him  hardly 
stopped  short  of  idolatry..  His  great  qualities 
were  evident  to  these  untutored  children  of  na- 
ture, and  their  reverence  was  the  mstinctive  hom- 
age which  was  paid  to  innate  superiority.  This  is 
alone  sufScient  to  prove  that  he  never  treated  the 
Indians,  even  as  they  thought,  with  injustice,  cru- 
elty, or  caprice ;  had  it  been  so,  he  never  would 
have  been  so  admired  and  honored  by  a  race  of 
men  who  are  proverbial  for  never  forgetting  an 
injury. 

The  genuine  merits  of  Captain  Smith,  as  a  pre- 
siding officer,  can  jOnly  be  fairly  estimated  by  com- 
paring him  with  others.  We  have  seen  that  when- 
ever he  departs  from  Jamestown  every  thing  is 
thrown  into  confusion,  and  that,  as  soon  as  he  re- 
turns. Older  is  restored  and  the  jarring  notes  of  dis- 
cord cease  to  be  heard.  As  none  but  himself  could 
bend  the  bow  of  Ulysses,  so  no  one  was  capable 
of  sustiuning  the  office  of  President  for  a  single 
day  but  Captain  Smith.  We  have  seen  m  what 
difficulties  and  embarassments  Captain  Martin  at 
Nansemond  and  Captain  West  at  the  Falls  sever- 
ally involved  themselves ;  and  from  this  specimen 
we  may  draw  "  ominous  conjecture "  of  what 
would  have  been  the  fate  of  the  whole  colony, 
had  either  of  these  gentlemen  been  at  its  head.   . 
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Compare  also  the  results  of  bb  InDiaiit  expe- 
ditioo  to  explore  the  Chesapeake  with  Newpoit's 
pompous  march  into  the  country  of  the  Mooacans, 
in  which  his  Mure  was  as  wretched  as  his  means 
of  success  were  ample.  The  miserable  ad?eii- 
Cures  of  the  colonyy  too,  after  he,  its  ruling  and 
movmg  spirit,  had  -departed,  are  in  themselves  a 
splendid  encomium  upon  his  energetic  and  sue* 
cessful  administraticMi. 

The  reader  may  have  some  curiosity  to  know 
what  became  of  the  Germans,  whose  treadiery 
and  misconduct  we  hare  so  often  been  obliged  to 
record.  One  of  them,  fay  name  Samuel,  never 
returned  to  the  English  from  the  time  he  first  left 
them,  but  spent  hb  days  in  Powhatan's  service. 
Anotlier,  named  Adam,  returned,  upon  promise 
of  pardon,  at  the  time  of  Volday's  conspiracy. 
During  the  troubles  in  the  colony  :efter  the  ar- 
rival of  the  last  expeditioD,  be,  with  another  of 
his  countrymen,  named  Francis,  taking  advan- 
tage of  the  general  confusion,  fled  again  to  Pow- 
hatan, promising  that  they  wOald  do  wonders  for 
him  at  the  arrival  of  Lord  Delaware.  But  the 
savage  monarch,  with  that  sagacity  and  eleva- 
tion of  character  which  were  peculiar  to  him, 
told  them  that  the  men,  who  were  ready  to  be- 
tray Captain  Smith  to  him,  would  certainly  be- 
tray him  to  Lord  Delaware,  if  they  could  gain 
any  thing  thereby,  and  immediately  ordered  their 
brains  to  be  beaten  out. 
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As  to  Volday  himself,  be  contrived  to  go  to 
England,' where  he  imposed  upon  many  merchants 
with  stories  of  the  rich  mines  he  had  discovered 
and  of  how  much  he  could  enrich  them,  so  that 
he  was  sent  out  with  Lord  Delaware ;  but,  his 
real  character  being  discovered  and  his  falsehoods 
detected,  he  died  in  misery  and  dbgrace. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

Captain  Smithes  Firtt  Voyage  to  New  England. 

Fboh  the  time  of  Captain  Siiiith's  departure 
from  Virginia,  till  the  year  1614,  there  b  a 
chasm  in  his  biography.  So  active  a  mind  as 
his  could  not  have  been  idle  during  that  time, 
butj  unfortunately,  no  records  are  preserved  of 
what  he  attempted  or  accomplished.  We  have 
every  reason  to  suppose  that  his  favorite  subject 
of  settling  the  American  coptinent  occupied  a 
large  portion  of  his*  time  and  thoughts.  Hb 
distinguished  reputation,  and  bis  great  knowledge 
and  experience  upon  that  head,  would  naturally 
point  him  out  as  the  most  proper  person  in  Eng- 
land to  be  consulted  by  those  who  had  any 
projects   of  the   kind   in   contemplation,   and   as 
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He  felt  emboldened  too  by  the  convicticm  of 
the  fact,  that  he  was  and  had  been  its  legal  head, 
and  that  no  one  had  any  official  authority  for 
superseding  him.  He  did  not  hesitate,  therefore, 
to  resume  the  istation,  which  he  had  for  a  short 
time  tacitly  resigned,  though  in  doing  so  be  ex- 
posed himself  to  infinite  vexations  and  no  little 
actual  danger  from  the  secret  and  open  opposi- 
tion of  his  enemies.  The  most  obstinate  and 
reiiractory  of  them  he  cast  into  prison  for  safe 
keeping,  until  there  was  leisure  for  a  fair  and 
legal  trial.  It  was  thought  expedient  to  divide 
their  numbers,  and  accordingly  Captain  Martin 
was  sent  with  a  hundred  and  twenty  men  to 
Nansemond,  and  Captain  West  with  the  like  num- 
ber to  the  Falls  of  James  River,  each  receiv- 
ing a  due  proportion  of  provisions  from  the  com- 
mon stock. 

Before  these  settlements  were  planted.  Cap- 
tain Smith,  having  established  a  regular  govern- 
ment, and  being  near  the  end  of  the  year  of  bis 
presidency,  resigned  it  in  favor  of  Martin,  who 
was  the  only  person  that  could  be  chosen  to  the 
office.  He  had  the  good  sense  to  perceive,  that 
be  was  not  qualified  for  so  arduous  a  station,  and, 
restoring  it  to  Captain  Smith  in  less  than  three 
hours,  proceeded  with  his  company  to  Nanse- 
mond. His  experiment  proved  a  total  failure. 
The  Indians  were  kindly  disposed   towards  him, 
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till  his  injudicious  conduct  converted  them  into 
determined  enemies.  They  made  a  successful 
attack  upon  him,  kiUing  many  of  his  men,  and 
carrying  off  a  thousand  bushels  of  bis  com.  He 
made  a  feeble  resistance,  and  did  not  attempt  to 
recover  what  he  had  lost,  but  sent  to  Jamestown 
for  thirty  soldiers  to  aid  him.  These  were 
promptly  despatched,  but  he  made  no  use  of 
th^ra  ;  and  they  soon  returned  of  their  own  ac- 
cord, disgusted  with  his  cowardice  and  imbecility. 
Martin  himself  shortly  followed  them,  leaving  his 
company  to  take  care  of  themselves. 

Disasters  also  followed  the  settlement  at  the 
Falls.  It  was  originally  made  in  a  place  ejLposed 
to  the  inundations  of  the  river  and  to  other  great 
inconveniences ;  and  Captain  West  returned  to 
Jamestown  to  obtain  advice  and  assistance  in  the 
removal  of  it.  Captain  Smith  immediately  pur- 
chased of  Powhatan  the  place  called  by  his  name, 
which  was  a  short  distance  lower  down  the  river, 
and  went  up  to  the  Falls  himself,  to  superin 
tend  their  establishment  in  their  new  abode.  But 
the  mutinous  and  disorderly  company,  seebg  him 
attended  with  oYily  five  men,  refused  to  obey  h'ls 
orders,  and,  on  his  attempting  to  use  force,  resbted 
him  and  obliged  him  to  take  refuge  on  board  his 
vessel,  having  narrowly  escaped  with  his  life. 

He  remained  here  nine  days,  in  the  hope  that 
they  would  listen  to  reason  and  consult  their  own 
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in  pottiDg  themselves  uoder  his  gOid- 
Bot  they  ohstinatdy  reiiised  to  the  last. 
The  Incfiansy  maaxwbSie,  flocked  around  him 
with  bitter  complaints  of  the  treatment  thej  had 
recetred  fiom  the  settleis,  saying,  that  they  bad 
robbed  their  gardens,  stolen  their  coin,  beaten 
them,  broken  into  their  booses,  and  carried  off 
some  of  their  people  and  detained  them  prisoD- 
ers.  They  c^red  to  asast  him  in  bringing  tbiem 
to  sabjection  by  the  strong  ann  of  power,  and 
told  him,  that  they  had  borae  these  insults  and 
mjuries  from  his  countrymen  out  of  respect  to 
him ;  but  that  he  must  forgive  them  if  hereafter 
they  defended  themselves  to  the  utmost  of  their 
ability,  and  repeUed  unprovoked  aggressions-  by 
force.  ^ 

Finding  his  effi>its  to  be  unavailing,  Captain 
Smith  departed  ; '  but  his  vessel  grounded,  after 
she  had  proceeded  aLout  half  a  league,  a  very 
fortunate  circumstance,  as  the  result  showed. 
For  no  sooner  was  bis  back~  turned,  than  some 
Indians,  not  more  than  twelve  in  number  it  is 
stated,  burning  for  revenge,  assanlted  the  settlers, 
and,  killing  several  stragglers  whom  they  found  in 
the  woods,  struck  such  a  panic  into  the  rest,  that 
they  sent  down  in  great  alarm  to  Captain  Smith, 
offering  to  accede  to  any  terms  that  he  would 
propose,  if  he  would  come  and  assist  them.  He 
returned,  and,  after  punishing  sixi  or  seven  of  the 
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chief  ofiender?^  removed  the  rest  to  Powhatan,  a 
place  every  way  adapted  to  their  purposes,  as  it 
had  been  b]x>ught  under  cultivation  by  the  In- 
dians, who  had  also  erected  a  strong  fort  there. 

As  soon  as  they  were  settled  in  their  new 
habitation,  Captain  West  returned  and  began  to 
undo  {ill  that  bad  been  done^  Captain  Smith, 
unwilling  to  contend  with  him,  opposed  him  in 
nothing,  but  left  him  to  manage  every  thing  m  his 
own  way.  By  his  influence  they  were  induced  to 
return  to  their  former  situation,  for  what  reason 
it  is  not  stated.. 

Captain  Smith  met  with  a  most  unhappy  acci- 
dent as  he  was  returning  to  Jamestown.  While 
he  was  sleeping  in  the  boat,  a  bag  of  powder  lying 
near  him  exploded,  and  tore  and  burned  his  flesh 
in  the  most  shocking  manner.  His  clothes  being 
on  6re,  be  leaped  overboard  to  quench  the  flames, 
and  was  with  difficulty  rescued  from  drowning. 
In  this  sad  condition  he  arrived  at  Jamestown, 
where  things  were  in  such  a  state  as  to  reqtiire 
all  ills  faculties  of  mind  and  body.  The  time 
set  for  the  trial  of  Ratcliflb,  Archer,  and  the 
others  who  had  been  imprisoned,  drew  near,  and 
their  guilty  consciences  made  them  shrink  from 
an  inquiry,  about  the  result  of  which  they  could 
entertain  no-  doubt.  Seeing  too  the  helpless  state 
of  the  President,  they  entered  into  a  plot  to 
murder  him  in  his  bed ;  but  the  heart  of  the  base 
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CHAPTER  XIIL 

Remarks  on  Cajdain  Smithes  Admnistration 
in  Virginia. 

Captain  Smith  resided  a  ^little,  more  than  two 
years  in  VirgiDia ;  during  one  of  which  he  was 
President  of  the  colony.  The  reader,  who  has 
gone  thus  far  with  me^  will  be  enabled  to  form 
a  conception  of  what  he  accomplished,  and  the 
disadvantages  against  which  he  contended.  It  is 
difficult  for  those  who  have  been  reared  on  the  lap 
of  civilization/  and  had  wants  created  by  the  facil- 
ities of  gratifying  them,  to  have  a  full  sense  of  the 
labors  and  sufferings  of  the  first  settlers  of  a  new 
country.  Familiar  with  the  luxuries  of  artificial 
life,  they  are  thrown  into  a  situation  where  ani- 
mal existence  can  hardly  he  supported.  Severe 
and  unremitted  toil  wears  down  the  firaime  arid 
depresses  the  mind.  Famine  often  lays  siege  to 
them,  and  new  and  strange  diseases  prostrate  their 
strength.  A  vague  sense  of  apprehension  ever 
darkens  their  lot,  and  not  a  leaf  stirs,  but  makes 
them  start  with  the  expectation  of  encountering 
some  great  and  unknown  diuiger. 

The  bright  hopes,  with  which  they  began  their 
enterprise,  are  apt  to  languish  and  die ;  and  their 
hearts  faint  under  the  influence  of  that  homesick- 
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DesSy  ibr  which  there  is  no  medicine  but  a  draught 
of  the  air  of  one's  native  land.  To  be  the  suc- 
cessful leader  of  a  band  of  new  settlers  under 
the  most  favorable  circumstances,,  requires  an 
extraordtnarjp  combination  of  powers.  He  must 
be  able  to  use  his  hands  as  well  as  his  head,  tp 
act  as  well  as  to  command,  to  show  how  things  are 
to  be  done  as  well  as  to  give  directions  to  do 
them.  He  must  be  able  to  awe  the  refractory,  to 
encourage  the  distrustful,  and  to  cheer  up  the 
drooping.  He  must  have  courage,  fortitude;  self- 
command,  and  perseverance;  he  must  be  just, 
yet  not  stem,  dignified,  yet  afiable  and  easy  of 
approach. 

The  Virginia  colony,  and  its  head  in  particular^ 
had  trials  and  perils  of  a  peculiar  nature  to  en- 
counter, in  additidn  to  those  which  they  might 
naturally  have  expected.  In  the  first  place,  they 
were  surrounded  by  numerous  and  powerful  tribes 
of  Indians,  whose  occupation  was  war,  and  who 
were  organized  into  a  powerful  confederacy  under 
a  ruler  of  extraordinary  resources,  the  idol  of  his 
people,  fijU  of  courage  and  enterprise,  rivalling 
in  dissimulation  the  most  accomplished  European 
diplomatist ;  and,  if  not  the  implacable  enemy  of 
the  whites,  he  has  been  represented  as  being  still 
very  far  from  their  friend,  and,  with  a  prophetic 
spirit,  apparently  realizing  from  the  first,  that 
their  permanent  residence  and  increase  would  m* 
volve  the  ruin  of  his  own  people. 
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As  we  have  seen,  tcx),  Captain  Smith  bad 
much  to  contend  against  in  the  characters  of  many 
of  the  settlers  themselves,  whom  the  old  world 
seems  to  have  shaken  off,  as  being  too  Worth- 
less and  desperate  to  be  any  longer  tolerated  at 
borne.  They  were  6ontinually  irritating  him  by 
their  surly  opposition^  and  infecting  the  well- 
disposed  by  their  ill  example ;  for  labors  and 
hardships  are  much  lightened  when  they  are 
shared  by  all.  Instead  of  receiving  aid  from  the 
council  at  home,  they  were  to  him  a  source  of 
unmixed  vexation  aiid  disappointment. 

Chagrined  by  the  failure  of  >  their  visionary 
hopes,  with  a  truly  consistent  selfishness  they 
abandoned  to  unwarrantable  neglect  the  settlers, 
whom  they  had  sent  into  a  howling  wilderness, 
taking  no  pains  to  provide  for  their  wants,  and, 
by  their  absurd  exactions,  making  the  expeditions 
they  sent  out  to  them  a  tax  and  a  burden. 
Captain  Smith  they  honore((  with  peculiar  dislike, 
because  he  preferred  the  interests  of  the  colony 
to  their  own  ;  believing  all  that  his  enemies  could 
say  of  him,  giving  him  reprOof  where  honor  was 
due,  and  finally  depriving  him  of  hfs  command, 
at  the  very  moment,  when  by  his  extraordinary 
exertions,  he  had  established  the  colony  upon  a 
firm  basis,  and  could  look  confidently  forward  to 
its  steady  increase  and  continued  prosperity. 
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h  B  kanBj  pfnlile  far  Cqitam  Smith's  ser- 
viocs  to  the  eoioaj  to  be  euiggented.  Nothing 
hat  vhe  Svce  of  hb  dander  oould  have  cod- 
diKied  k  thfOB^  90  miBj  Afficidaes  and  dan- 
fen.  Upon  hb  sm^  life  ks  existeDce  hung, 
asd  vkboat  baa  the  ettteipiise  jrooid  have  .been 
RiLai^uetied  agva  aad  again,  as  io  the  case  of 
toe  wnWinf.tJ  €■  the  coast  of  North  Carolina, 
and  tbe  niitfi  hiwl  of  a  pennan^it  ctdon j  in 
ApMffka  wookl  have  been  ddayed  to  an  mde- 
ioite  pcnod,  aooe  ewj  imsaDoessfiil  attempt 
vouU  hare  been  a  SnA  Asooungemoit  to  such 
an  undendking.  It  is  casy^  to  be  seen  that  he 
csubraccdi  the  iofeeresis  of  the  oolonj  with  the 
whc4e  ibree  of  his  fervid  and  enthusiastic  char- 
acter. He  was  ids  li^t  eye  and  its  light^  aim. 
In  its  acrrice  be  &piajed  a  penevefance,  which 
no  obstacfes  could  dishearten,  a  ooorage,  which 
botdeied  upon  lasbness,  and  a  fertility  of  resour- 
ces, which  never  left  bim  at  -a  loss  fer  remedies 
against  eveiy  disaster,  and  far  the  means  of  extri- 
cating himself  from  eirerj  tfifficohy  and  emhar- 


It  is  curious  to  observe  that  he  seemed  not 
only  to  siqierintend,  but  to  do  every  thing.  His 
ofiidal  dignity  never  encumbered  him  when  any 
tiling  was  to  be  done.  We  find  him,  at  one  time, 
cutting  down  trees  with  his  own  hands;  at  another, 
beading  an  exploring  expedition,  venturing,  with  a 
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few  timid  followers  in  an  open  bark,  into  unknown 
regions  densely  peopled  with  savage  tribes;  and 
at  another,  mardiing  with  a  few  soldiers  to  pro* 
cure  provisions,  and  sleeping  on  the  bare  ground 
in  the  depth*  of  winter.  He  had  the  advantage 
of  possessing  an  iron  frame  and  a  constitution 
whiph  was  proof  against  sickness  and  exposure ; 
so  that;  while,  others  were  iaint,  droopingi  and 
weary,  he  was  vigorous,  unexhausted,  ready  to 
grapple  with  danger,  and  contemplating  every 
enterprise  with  cheerful  confidence  in  the  result. 

In  the  government  df  his  colony  he  was  rigid- 
ly impartid,  just,  and,  as  might  be  expected  from 
one  who  had  so  long  been  a  soldier,  strict  even 
to.  seventy.  T^is  was  indeed  one  of  the  objec- 
tions made  to  his  administration  by  the  council  in 
England,  and  it  without  doubt  created  him  many 
enemies  in  Jamestown.  But  the  intelligent  rea^ 
der,  will  find  for  him  a  sufficient  apology  in  the 
desperate  character  of  many  of  the  settlers,  and 
in  the  absolute  necessity  of  implicit  subordination, 
which  their  situatbn  required. 

The  whole  power-  was  centred  in  his  own 
person,  and  a  refusal  to  obey  him  was  a  refusal 
to  obey  the  laws,  upon  which  their  safety  and 
even  exbtence  depended.  His  severity  arose 
from  a  sense  of  duty,  and  no  one.  ever  accused 
him  of  being  wantonly  cruel  or  revengeful.  No 
man  was  more  ready  to  forgive   offences,  aimed 
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He  felt  emboldened  too  by  the  conviction  of 
the  fact,  that  be  was  and  had  been  its  legal  head, 
and  that  no  one  had  any  official  authority  for 
superseding  him.  He  did  not  hesitate,  therefore, 
to  resume  the  station,  which  be  had  for-  a  short 
time  tacitly  resigned,  tliough  in  doing  so  be  ex- 
posed himself  to  in6nite  vexatioos  and  no  litde 
actual  danger  from  the  secret  and  open  oppbsi* 
tion  of  his  enemies.  The  most  obstinate  and 
refractory  of  them  he  cast  into  prison  for  safe 
keeping,  until  there  was  lebure  for  a  fair  and 
legal  trial.  It  was  thought  expedient  to  divide 
their  numbers,  and  accordingly  Captain  Martin 
was  sent  with  a  hundred  and  twenty  men  to 
Nansemond,  and  Captain  West  with  the  like  num- 
ber to  the  Falls  oif  James  River,  each  receiv- 
ing a  due  proportion  of  provisions  from  the  com- 
mon stock. 

Before  these  settlements  were  planted,  Cap- 
tain Smith,  having  established  a  regular  govern- 
ment, and  being  near  the  end  of  the  year  of  his 
presidency,  resigned  it' in  favor  of  Martin,  who 
was  the  only  person  that  could  be  chosen  to  the 
office.  He  had  the  good  sense  to  perceive,  that 
be  was  not  qusdified  for  so  arduous  a  station,  and, 
restoring  it  to  Captain  Smith  in  less  than  three 
hours,  proceeded  with  his  company  to  Nanse- 
mond. His  experiment  proved  a  total  failure. 
The  Indians  were  kindly  disposed   towards  htm, 
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till  bis  injudicious  conduct  converted  them  into 
determined  enemies.  They  made  a  successful 
attack  upon  him,  killing  many  of  his  men,  and 
carrying  off  a  thousand  bushels  of  his  corn.  He 
made  a  feeble  resistance,  and  did  not  attempt  to 
recover  what  he  had  lost,  but  sent  to  Jamestown 
for  thirty  soldiers  to  aid  him.  These  were 
promptly  despatched,  but  he  made  no  use  of 
th^m  ;  and  they  soon  returned  of  their  own  ac- 
cord, disgusted  with  his  cowardk^e  and  imbecility. 
Martin  himself  shortly  Mowed  them,  leaving  bis 
company  to  take  care  of  themselves. 

Disasters  also  followed  the  settlement  at  the 
Falls.  It  was  originally  made  in  a  place  exposed 
to  the  inundations  of  the  river  and  to  other  great 
inconveniences ;  and  Captain  West  relumed  to 
Jamestown  to  obtain  advice  and  assistance  in  the 
removal  of  it.  Captain  Smith  immediately  pur- 
chased of  Powhatan  the  place  called  by  his  name, 
which  was  a  short  distance  lower  down  the  river, 
and  went  up  to  the  Falls  himself,  to  superin 
tend  their  establishment  in  their  new  abode.  But 
the  mutinous  and  disorderly  company,  seeing  him 
attended  with  oYily  five  men,  refused  to  obey  hb 
orders,  and,  on  his  attempting  to  use  force,  resisted 
bim  and  obliged  him  to  take  refuge  on  board  his 
vessel,  having  narrowly  escaped  with  his  life. 

He  remained  here  nine  days,  in  the  hope  that 
they  would  listen  to  reason  and  consult  their  own 
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mceresl  in  putting  themselves  ander  his  gjbidr 
woe.  But  they  obstbately  refused  to  the  last. 
The  Indians,  meanwhile^  flocked  around  bim 
with  bitter  complaints  of  the  treatment  thej  bad 
received  from  the  settlers,  saybg,  that  they  bad 
robbed  their  gardens,  stolen  their  corn,  beaten 
them,  Inroken  mto  their  houses,  and  carried  off 
some  of  their  people  and  detained  them  prison- 
ers. They  ofl^wed  to  assbt  him  in  bringing  tbem 
to  subjection  by  the  stnxig  arm  of  power,  and 
tcdd  him,  that  they  had  borne  these  insults  and 
injuries  from  his  countrymen  out  of  respect  to 
him ;  but  that  he  must  forgive  them  if  hereafter 
they  defended  themselves  to  the  utmost  of  their 
ability,  and  repeUed  unprovqked  aggressions-  by 
force.  ^ 

Finding  his  effi>rts  to  be  unavailing,  Captain 
Smith  departed ; '  but  his  vessel  grounded,  after 
she  had  proceeded  about  half  a  league,  a  very 
fortunate  circumstance,  as  the  result  showed. 
For  no  sooner  was  his  back~  turned,  than  some 
Indians,  not  more  than  twelve  in  number  it  is 
stated,  burning  for  revenge,  assaulted  the  settlers, 
and,  killing  several  stragglers  whom  they  found  in 
the  woods,  struck  such  a  panic  into  the  rest,  that 
they  sent  down  in  great  alarm  to  Captain  Smith, 
offering  to  accede  to  any  terms  that  he  would 
propose,  if  he  would  come  and  assist  them.  He 
returned,  and,  after  punbhing  six(  or  seven  of  the 
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chief  ofienders^y  removed  the  rest  to  Powhatan^  a 
place  every  way  adapted  to  their  purposes,  as  it 
had  been  bi'ought  ander  cultivation  by  the  In- 
diansy  who  had  also  erected  a  strong  fort  there. 

As  soon  as  they  were  settled  in  their  new 
habitation.  Captain  West  returned  and  began  to 
undo  all  that  bad  been  done.  Captain  Smith, 
unwilling  to  contend  with  him,  opposed  him  in 
nothing,  but  left  him  to  inanage  every  thing  in  his 
own  way.  By  his  influence  they  were  induced  to 
return  to  their  former  situation,  for  what  reason 
it  is  not  istated. . 

Captain  Smith  met  with  a  most  unhappy  acci- 
dent as  he  was  returning  to  Jamestown.  While 
he  was  sleeping  in  the  boat,  a  bag  of  powder  lying 
near  him  exploded,  and  tore  and  burned  his  flesh 
in  the  most  shocking  manner.  His  clothed  being 
on  fire,  be  leaped  overboard  to  quench  the  flames, 
and  was  with  difficulty  rescued  from  drowning. 
In  this  sad  condition  he  arrived  at  Jamestown, 
where  things  were  in  such  a  state  as  to  require 
all  his  faculties  of  mind  and  body.  The  time 
set  for  the  trial  of  Ratcliflfe,  Archer,  and  the 
others  who  had  been  imprisoned,  drew  near,  and 
their  guilty  consciences  made  them  shrink  firom 
an  inquiry,  about  the  ri^sult  of  which' they  could 
entertain  no  doubt.  Seeing  too  the  helpless  state 
of  the  President,  they  entered  into  a  plot  to 
murder  him  in  his  bed ;  but  the  heart  of  the  base 
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wretch,  who  was  chosen  to  be  the  mstrumeDt  of 
their  wickedness^  failed  him  at  the  last  moment, 
and  he  had  not  the  courage  to  fire  his  murderous 
pistol.  Having  failed  in  thb,  thejr  endeavored 
to  usurp  the  government  and  thereby  escape  puo- 
bhment*  Fevered  and  tormented  by  his  wounds, 
Captain  Smith  became  weary  of  this  perpetual 
'Struggle  against  the  violence  and  malice  of  his 
enemiesy  and  of  supporting  his  rightful  authority 
by  foice  and  severity ;  and  he  now  determined  to 
return  to  England^  though  his  old  firiends,  mdig- 
nant  at  the  treatment  he  had  received,  ofimd  and 
indeed  entreated  to  be  allowed  tq  bring,  him  the 
heads- of  his  foes.  But  he  would  not  permit  the 
colony  to  be  embroiled  in  a  civil  war  on  his  ac- 
count. Hia  wounds  also  grew  very  dangerous, 
from  the  want  of  surgical  aid ;  and  he  believed 
that  he  could  never  recover,  unless  he  went  home 
as  soon  as  possible  to  be  cured  there.  He  there- 
fore,  in  the  early  part  of  the  autumn  of  1*609, 
departed  from  Virginia  never  to  return  4o  it  again. 
He  left  behind  him  four  hundred  and  ninety 
colonists,  one  hundred  of  whom  were  trained  and 
expert  soldiers,  three  ships,  seven  boats,  tw.enty- 
four  pieces  of  ordnance,  three  hundred  muskets 
and  other  arms,  abundance  of  ammunition  and 
tools,  wearing  apparel  sufficient  for  all  their  wants, 
-and  an  ample  stock  of  domestic  animi^s  and  pro- 
visions. 
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CHAPTER  XIU. 

Remarks  on  Captain  Smithes  Admnittraiian 
in  Virginia. 

Captain  Smith  resided  a*littIe,more  than  two 
years  in  VirgiDia;  during  one  of  which  be  was 
President  o£  the  colony.  The  reader,  who  has 
gone  thus  far  with  me^  will  be  enabled  to  fonn 
a  conception  of  what  he  acccmplished,  and  the 
disadvantages  agunst  which  he  contended.  It  is 
difficult  for  those  who  have  been  reared  on  the  lap 
of  civilization/  and  had  wants  created  by  the  facil- 
ities of  gratifying  them,  to  have  a  full  sense  of  the 
labors  and  sufferings  of  the  first  settlers  of  a  new 
country.  Familiar  with  the  luxuries  of  artificial 
life,  they  are  thrown  into  a  situation  where  ani- 
mal existence  can  hardly  he  supported.  Severe- 
and  unremitted  toil  wears  down  the  firame  aiid 
depresses  the  mind.  Famine  often  lays  siege  to 
them,  and  new  and  strange  diseases  prostrate  their 
strength.  A  vague  sense  of  apprehension  ever 
darkens  their  lot,  and  not  a  leaf  stirs,  but  makes 
them  start  with  the  expectation  of  encountering 
some  great  and  unknown  danger. 

The  bright  hopes,  with  which  they  began  their 
enterprise,  are  apt  to  languish  and  die ;  and  their 
hearts  faint  under  the  influence  of  that  homesick-' 
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ness,  for  which  there  is  no  medicine  but  a  draught 
of  the  air  of  one's  native  land.  To  be  the  suc- 
cessful leader  of  a  band  of  new  settlers  under 
the  most  favorable  circumstances,,  requires  an 
extraordinary^  combination  of  powers.  He  must 
be  able  to  use  bis  hands  as  well  as  his  head,  tp 
act  as  well  as  to  command,  to  show  how  things  are 
to  be  done  as  well  as  to  give  directions  to  do 
them.  He  must  be  able  to  awe  the  refractory,  to 
encourage  the  distrustful,  and  to  cheer  up  the 
drooping.  He  must  have  courage,  fortitude;  self- 
command,  and  perseverance;  he  must  be  just, 
yet  not  stem,  dignified,  yet  afiable  and  easy  of 
approach. 

The  Virginia  colony,  and  its  head  in  particular, 
had  trials  and  perils-  of  a  peculiar  nature  to  en- 
counter, in  additidn  to  those  which  they  might 
naturally  have  expected.  In  the  first  place,  they 
were  surrounded  by  numerous  and  powerful  tribes 
of  Indians,  whose  occupation  was  war,  and  who 
were  organized  into  a  powerful  confederacy  under 
a  ruler  of  extraordinary  resources,  the  idol  of  his 
people,  full  of  courage  and  enterprise,  rivalliug 
in  dissimulation  the  most  accomplished  European 
diplomatist ;  and,  if  not  the  implacable  enemy  of 
the  whites,  he  has  been  represented  as  being  still 
very  far  from  their  friend,  and,  with  a  prophetic 
spirit,  apparently  realizing  from  the  first,  that 
their  permanent  residence  and  iocrease  would  in- 
volve the  ruin  of  his  own  people. 
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As  we  have  seen,  too,  CaptaiD  Smith  bad 
much  to  contend  against  in  the  characters  of  many 
of  the  settlers  themselves,  whom  the  old  world 
seems  to  have  shaken  off,  as  being  too  Worth- 
less and  desperate  to  be  any  longer  tolerated  at 
home.  They  were  Continually  irritating  him  by 
their  surly  opposition,  and  infecting  the  well- 
disposed  by  their  ill  example ;  for  labors  and 
hardships  are  much  lightened "  when  they  are 
shared  by  all.  Instead  of  receiving  aid  from  the 
council  at  home,  they  were  to  him  a  source  of 
unmixed  vexation  aiid  disappointment. 

Chagrined  by  the  failure  of )  their  visionary 
hopes,  with  a  truly  consistent  selfishness  they 
abandoned  to  unwarrantable  neglect  the  settlers, 
whom  they  had  sent  into  a  howling  wilderness, 
taking  no  pains  to  provide  for  their  wants,  and, 
by  their  absurd  exactions,  making  the  expeditions 
they  sent  out  to  them  a  tax  and  a  burden. 
Captain  Smith  they  honore((  with  peculiar  dislike, 
because  he  preferred  the  interests  "of  the  colony 
to  their  own  ;  believing  all  that  his  enemies  could 
say  of  him,  giving  him  reprOof  where  honor  was 
due,  and  finally  depriving  him  of  hfs  command, 
at  the  very  moment,  when  by  his  extraordinary 
exertions,  he  had  established  the  colony  upon  a 
firm  basis,  and  could  look  confidently  forward  to 
its  steady  increase  and  continued  prosperity. 
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It  b  hardly  posable  for  Captain  Smith's  ser« 
▼ioes  to  the  C0I007  to  be  exaggerated.  NothiDg 
hot  the  force  of  his  character  could  have  con- 
duded  it  through  so  toanj  difficulties  and  daiy- 
gers.  Upon  his  single  life  its  existence  hung, 
and  without  him  the  enterprise  jnrould  have  .been 
relinquished  again  and  again,  as.  m  the  case  c^ 
the  settlements  on  the  coast  of  North  Carolina, 
and  the  establishm^at  of  a  permanent  colony  in 
America  would  have  been  delayed  to  an  inde- 
finite period,  since  every  unsuccessful  attempt 
would  have  been  a  fresh  discourag^onent  to  such 
an  undertakmg.  It  is  easy  to  be  seen  that  he 
embraced  the  interests  of  the  colony  with  the 
whole  force  of  his  fervid  and  enthusiastic  char- 
acter. He  was  its  right  eye  and  its  right  arm. 
In  its  service  he  displayed  a  perseverance,  which 
no  obstacles  could  dishearten,  a  courage,  which 
bordered  upon  rashness,  and  a  fertility  of  resour- 
ces, which  never  left  him  at  a  loss  for  remedies 
against  every  disaster,  and  for  the  means  of  extri- 
cating himself  from  eyery  diMculty  and  embar- 
rassment. 

It  is  curious  to  observe  that  he  seemed  not 
only  to  superintend,  but  to  do  every  thing.  His 
official  dignity  never  encumbered  him  when  any 
thing  was  to  be  done.  We  find  him,  at  one  time, 
cutting  down  trees  with  his  own  bands ;  at  another, 
heading  an  exploring  expedition,  venturing,  with  a 
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few  timid  followers  in  an  open  bark,  into  unknown 
regions  densely  peopled  with  savage  tribes;  and 
at  another,  mardiing  with  a  few  soldiers  to  pro* 
cure  provisionis,  and  sleeping  on  the  bare  ground 
in  the  depth  of  winter.  He  had  the  advantage 
of  possessing  an  iron  frame  and  a  constitution 
whiph  was  proof  agunst  sickness  and  exposure ; 
so  that^  while,  others  were  fabt,  drooping,  and 
weary,  he  was  vigorous,  unexhausted,  ready  to 
grapple  with  danger,  and  contemplating  every 
enterprise  with  cheerful  confidence  in  the  result. 

In  the  government  of  his  colony  he  was  rigid- 
ly impartial,  just,  and,  as  might  be  expected  from 
one  who  had  so  long  been  a  soldier,  strict  even 
to,  seventy.  TJbis  was  indeed  one  of  the  objec- 
tions made  to  his  administration  by  the  council  in 
England,  and  it  without  doubt  created  him  many 
enemies  in  Jainestown.  But  the  intelligent  rea- 
der, will  find  for  him  a  sufficient  apology  in  the 
desperate  character  of  many  of  the  settlers,  and 
in  the  absolute  necessity  of  implicit  iiubordination, 
which  their  situation  required. 

The  whole  power*  was  centred  in  his  own 
person,  and  a  refusal  to  obey  him  was  a  refusal 
to  obey  the  laws,  upon  which  their  safety  and 
even  exbtence  depended.  His  severity  arose 
from  a  sense  of  duty,  and  no  one.  ever  accused 
him  of  being  wantonly  cruel  or  revengeful.  No 
man  was  more  ready  to  forgive  offences,  aimed 
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at  himself  persooally ;  a  striking  proof  of  whicb 
by  that  we  hear  of  no  punishments  being  inflicted 
on  the  dastardly  wretches  who  attempted  to  as- 
sassinate him,  as  he  was  Ijmg  helpless  from  bis 
woundsy  during  th,e  laist  days  of  his  administration. 

His  conduct  to  the  Indians,  though  not  always 
dictated  by  a  spirit  of  Christian  justice  or  brother- 
hood/ will  be  found  very  honorable  to  him,  if 
tried  by  the  standard  of  the  opinions  of  his  day. 
Here,  too,  hb  apolo^  must  be  found  in  the  pecu- 
liar circumstances  in  which  he  was  placed.  He 
was  not  the  head  of  a  powerful  body,  meeting 
and  trading  with  the  Indians  on  terms  of  equal 
ity,  but  of  a  feeble  band,  whom  they,  if  they 
had  known  their  own  strength,  might  have  crush- 
ed in  a  moment.  The  passion  of  fear  b  the 
parent  of  cruelty  and  of  treachery.  It  was  nec- 
essary (or  at  least  it  was  deem^rd  so)  to  overawe 
the  Indians,  to  strike  terror  into  them  ;  and,  if  the' 
means  resorted  to  for  accomplbhing  these  ends 
were  not  strictly  justifiable,  there  was  at  least  an 
excuse  for  them. 

The  English  were  also  more  than  once  threat- 
ened with  famine,  white  their  Indian  neighbors 
were  generally  well  supplied  with  provbions ;  and 
reason  and  experience  tell  us  that  starving  men 
will  not  be  very  nice  in  their  expedients  to  obtain 
food,  or  coolly  examine  into  the  right  and  wrong 
of  ipieasures,  when  a  fierce  animal  instinct  is  goad- 
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mg  them  on.  Captain  Smith,  by  bis  prudence 
and  firmness,  established  a  most  harmonious  feel- 
ing between  the  two  races. 

The  respect  of  the  Indians  for  him  hardly 
stopped  short  of  idolatry..  His  great  qualities 
were  evident  to  these  untutored  children  of  na- 
ture, and  their  reverence  was  the  instinctive  horn* 
age  which  was  paid  to  innate  superiority.  This  is 
alone  sufScient  to  prove  that  he  never  treated  the 
Indians,  even  as  they  thought,  with  injustice,  cru- 
elty, or  caprice ;  had  it  been  so,  he  never  would 
have  been  so  admired  and  honored  by  a  race  of 
men  who  are  proverbial  for  never  forgetting  an 
injury. 

The  genuine  merits  of  Captain  Smith,  as  a  pre- 
siding officer,  can  J0nly  be  feirly  estimated  by  com- 
paring him  with  others.  We  have  seen  that  when- 
ever he  departs  from  Jamestown  every  thing  is 
thrown  into  confusion,  and  that,  as  soon  as  he  re- 
turns, order  is  restored  and  the  jarring  notes  of  dis- 
cord cease  to  be  heard.  As  none  but  himself  could 
bend  the  bow  of  Ulysses,  so  no  one  was  capable 
of  sustaining  the  office  of  President  for  a  single 
day  but  Captain  Smith.  We  have  seen  in  what 
difficulties  and  embarassments  Captain  Martin  at 
Nansemond  and  Captain  West  at  the  Falls  sevei^ 
ally  involved  themselves ;  and  fix>m  this  specimen 
we  may  draw  "  ominous  conjecture "  of  what 
would  have  been  the  fate  of  the  whole  colony, 
had  either  of  these  gentlemen  been  at  its  head. 
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aj  have  sooe  chiiumIj  to  know 
of  the  Geaaaasy  wbaae  treacheiy 
;  we  have  so  oficD  been  oUiged  to 
fSGonl.  One  of  them,  by  mme  Samnglj  never 
letnraed  to  the  Eoglbh  from  the  time  he  fiist  left 
theniy  bat  spent  bis  days  in  Powhatan's  service. 
Another,  named  Adam,  letumed,  upon  promise 
of  pardon,  at  the  time  of  Yolday's  coospracy. 
During  the  troobles  in  the  cdony  ^ter  the  ar- 
rival of  the  last  expeditioo,  he,  with  another  of 
hb  countrymen,  named  Francis,  taking  advan* 
tage  of  the  general  confusion,  fled  again  to  Pow- 
hatan, promising  that  they  wbald  do  wonders  for 
him  at  the  arrival  of  Lord  Delaware.  But  the 
savage  monarch,  with  that  sagacity  and  eleva- 
tion of  character  which  were  peculiar  to  him, 
told  them  that  the  men,  who  were  ready  to  be- 
tray Captain  Smith  to  him,  would  certainly  be- 
tray him  to  Lord  Delaware,  if  they  could  gain 
any  thing  thereby,  and  immediately  ordered  their 
brains  to  be  beaten  out. 
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As  to  Volday  himself,  he  contrived  to  go  to 
England,' where  he  imposed  upon  many  merchants 
with  stories  of  the  rich  mines  he  bad  discovered 
and  of  how  much  he  could  enrich  them,  so  that 
he  was  sent  out  with  Lord  Delaware ;  but,  his 
real  character  being  discovered  and  bis  fabehoods 
detected,  he  died  in  misery  and  dbgrace. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

Captain  Smithes  First  Voyage  to  New  England* 

F.ROH  the  time  of  Captain  Siiiith's  departure 
from  Virginia,  till  tbe  year  1614,  there  is  a 
chasm  in  his  biography.  So  active  a  mind  as 
his  could  not  have  been  idle  during  that  time, 
but;  unfortunately,  no  records  are  preserved  of 
what  be  attempted  or  accomplished.  We  have 
every  reason  to  suppose  that  his  favorite  subject 
of  settling  the  American  coptinent  occupied  a 
large  portion  of  his*  time  and  thoughts.  Hiis 
distinguished  reputation,  and  his  great  knowledge 
and  experience  upon  that  head,  would  naturally 
point  him  out  as  the  most  proper  peirson  in  Eng« 
land  to  be  consulted  by  those  who  had  any 
projects   of  the   kind  in   contemplation,   and   as 
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the  best  qualified  to  take  a  part  in  tbem  bim- 
seU: 

lu   IGHy  probaUy  by  his  advice  and  at  \a& 
suggestioo,  an  expedition  was  fitted  out  by  some 
London  mercbants,  in  the  expense  of  wbicb  be 
also  shared)  for  tbe   purj>oses  of  trade  and  dis- 
covery in   New   England,  of,  as  it  was   Uteo 
called,  North  -  Virginia.      An   attempt  had  been 
made  to  establish  a  colony  on  the  coast  of  Maine, 
by  the   Plymouth   company   as  early   as    1607, 
and  forty-five  individuals  passed  the  winter  there. 
As  the  winter  of  1607  —  8  was  remarkably  se* 
vere  all  over  the  "world,  we  can  easily  imagine 
their  sufieiings ;  and  shall  not  be  sui^prised  to 
learn,   that  they  abandoned   the   enterprise,  and 
returned  to  England  in  the  &$t  vessel  which 
was  sent  out  to  tbein.     They  gave  a  most  un- 
favorable account  of  the  country,  describing  it  as 
cold,  barren,  and  rocky  in  tbe  extreme.     Dis- 
heartened, lit   would  se^m^  by  these  representa- 
tions, the  company  for  spme  years  confined  their 
efforts  to  one  or  two  voyages^  the  objects  of 
which  were,  to  eatch  &h  and  traffic  with   the 
Indians^  till^  a3  we  bavei  stated,  they  associated 
with  tbeotselves  the  enterpin^ng  genius  of  Cap- 
tain Smith. 

In  March,  1614,  he  set  sail  from  London  with 
two  ships,  one  eommanded  by  himself,  an4  the 
other  by  Captain  Thomas  Hunt.     They  arrived, 
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April  30th,  at  the  island  of  Manhegin  oo  the 
coast  of  Maine,  where  they  built  seven  boats. 
The  purposes,  for  which  they  were  sent,  were  to 
capture  whales  and  to  search  for  mines  of  gold 
or  copper^  which  were  said  to  be  there,  and,  if 
these  failed,  to  make  up  a  cargo  of  fish  and 
furs. 

Of  mines  they  found  no  indications,  and  they 
found  whale-fishing  a  ''  costly  conclusion  " ;  for, 
although  they  saw  many,  and  chased  them  too, 
they  succeeded  in  takrng  none.  They  thus  lost 
the  best  part  of  the  fishing  season;  but,  after 
giving  up  their  gigantic  game,  they  diligently 
employed  the  months  of  July  and  August  in 
taking  and  curing  cod-fish,  an  humble,  but  more 
certain  prey.  While  the  crew  were  thus  em- 
ployed, Captain  Slnith,  with  eight  men  in  a 
small  boatj  surveyed  and  .  examined  the  whole 
coast,  from  Penobscot  io  Cape  Cod,  trafficking 
with  the  Indiatts  for  furs,  and  twice  fighting  with 
them,  and  taking  such  observations  of  the  prom- 
inent points,  as  enabled  him  to  construct  a  map 
of  the  country.  He  then  sailed  for  England, 
where  he  arrived  in.  August,  withm  six  months 
after  his  departure. 

He  left  Captain  Hunt  behind  him,  with  orders 
to  dispose  of  his  cargo  of  fish  in  Spain.  Un- 
fortunately, Hunt  was  a  sordid  and  unprincipled 
miscreant,  who  resolved  to  make  his  country- 
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men  odioos  to  the  IndiaiB,  and  tfaos  prevent  the 
establishiDeBt  of  a  penmDent  colooyy  which  wookl 
diiiitnbb  the  far«e  gains  be  and  a  few  others  de- 
iiTed  by  mooopcJinDg  a  lociative  traffic.  For 
this  purpose,  hariog  decoyed  twenty-lour  of  the 
natives  on  board  his  ship,  he  carried  them  oflf  and 
sold  them  as  slaves  in  the  port  of  Malaga. 

History,  fniitfiil  as  it  is  in  narratives  of  injustice, 
oppression,  and  crimes,  has  recorded  few  acts  so 
in&mous  as  this.  He  was  mdignantly  dismissed 
from  hb  office  by  bis  employers,  when  they  heard 
of  hb  guilt ;  but  thb  could  not  undo  the  mischief 
which  had  been  done,  nor  prevent  its  evil  conse- 
quences. The  outrage  sunk  deep  into  the  hearts 
of  the  Indians,  and,  with  the  indbcrimiaating  ven- 
geance of  savage  natures,  they  vbited  their  wrongs 
in  after  times  upon  iqnocent  heads,  because  they 
belonged  to  that  hated  race  with  whom  their  ear- 
ly associations  were  so  tragical. 

Captain  Smith,  upon  his  return,  presented  hb 
map  of  the  country  between  Penobscot  and  Cape 
Cod  to  Prince  Charles  (afterwards  Charles  the 
First),  with  a  request  that  be  would  substitute 
others,  instead  of  the  "  barbarous  names "  which 
had  been  given  to  particular  places.  Smith  him- 
self gave  to  the  country  the  name  of  New  England, 
as  he  expressly  states,  and  not  Prince  Charles,  as 
is  commonly  supposed.  With  his  request  Prince 
Charles  graciously  complied,  and  made  many  al- 
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teraUons  in  the  nomenclature,  which  were  gen- 
exftlly  marked  by  good  taste.  The  name  which 
Smith  had  given  to  Cape  Ann,  was  Cape  Traga- 
bigzanda,  iti  honor  of  his  Turkish  mistress,  whom 
I  hope  my  readers  have  not  forgotten.  Those, 
who  have  occasion  to  pronounce  the  name  fre- 
quently, will  congratulate  themselves  on  the 
change.  Cape  Cod,  the  name  given  by  Gos* 
Dold,  was  altered  by  the  Prince  to  Cape  James, 
in  honor  of  his  father;  but  posterity  has  per- 
tinaciously adhered  to  the  old,  homely  title,  in 
spite  of  the  double  claims  of  the  n^w  one,  as 
being  the  4iame  of  a  king  and  bestowed  by  a 
prince.  With  his  characteristic  modesty.  Smith 
had  given  his  own  name  t)nly  to  a  small  cluster 
of  islands,  w^hich  the  Prince  did  not  alter ;  but, 
by  some  strange  caprice,  they  are  now  called  the 
Isles  of  Shoals,  a  change  which  has  neither  jus- 
tice nor  taste  to  reconunend'  it. 

The  first  port,  into  which  Captain  Smith  put 
on  his  return  to  England,  was  Plymouth.  There 
he  related  his  adventures  to  some  of  his  friends, 
"  who,"  he  says,  "  as  I  supposed,  were  interested 
in  the  dead  patent  of  this  unregarded  country." 
The  Plymouth  company  of  adventurers  to  North 
Virginia,  by  flattering  hopes  and  large  promises 
induced  him  to  engage  his  services  to  them.  Up- 
on his  arrival  in  London,  overtures  were  made 
to  him  by  his  old  employers,  the  South  Virginia 
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company,  who  had  probably ,  by  experience  of 
others,  learned  to  form  a  more. just  estimate  of 
bis  merits  and  abilities ;  but  these,  on  account 
of  hb  previous  engagemetit,  he  was  constrained 
to  decline.  His  refusal  seems  to  have  given  some 
ofience  to  those  whose  good  opinion  he  valued ; 
for  he  takes  pains  to  state,  that  it  proceeded 
from  no  disinclinttion  to  them  or  their  cause, 
but  he  considered  himself  in  honor  bound  to  the 
Plymouth  company. 


CHAPTER  XV. 

Captain  Smith  sails  a  Second  Time  for  Nets 
England.  —  L  taken  hy  a  French  Squadron 
and  carried  to  France,  —  Makes  his  Escape^ 
—  Arrives  in  England:  —  Publishes  his  De- 
scription of  Neiv  England^ 

When  Captain  Smith  left  Plymouth  for  Lon- 
don, it  was  with  the  understanding  that  he  should 
return  to  the  former  place  at  Christmas  and 
take  charge  of  an  expedition  of  four  ships,  which 
the  company  were  to  furnish  him.  The  London 
company  made  him  an  ofier  of  the  same  nature, 
which,  as  we  have  stated,  he  was  obliged  to  de« 
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cline.  He  endeavored  to  ifiduce  the  two  com- 
panies to  fit  out  an  expedition  ih  common,  ftr 
which  there  were  many  inducements. 

The  Londoners  had  the  most  capita],  but  the 
men  of  Plymouth  were  better  acquainted  with 
the  art  of  taking  and  curing  fish,  and  could  more 
easily  fit  out  vessels  for  that  object ;  so  that  it  was 
desirable  th^t  funds  should  be  raised  in  London 
hx^  behalf  of  an  expedition  which  should  sail  firom 
Plymouth.  Besides,  as  Captain  Smith  says,  "  il- 
is  near  as  much  trouble,  but  much  more  danger, 
to  sail  fropa  London  to  Plymouth,  than  from  Ply- 
mouth to  New  England,  so  that  half  the  voyage 
would  be  thus  saved."  This  project,  though  re- 
commended by  reason  aiid  expediency,  could  nev- 
er be  realized  on  account  of  the  absurd  jealousy 
which  the  two  companies  entertained  towards  each 
other,  and  the  unwillingness  of  either  to  give  pre- 
cedence to  the  other. 

Early  in  January,  1615,  Captain  Smith,  with 
two  hundred  pounds  in  his  pocket,  and  attended 
by  six  of  his  friends,  left  London  for  Plymouth, 
expecting  to  find  the  four  ships  waiting  for  him. 
But  his  sanguine  expectations  were  destined  to 
be  idisappointed.  The  ill  success  of  the  expe- 
dition, which  sailed  the  June  previous  from  the 
Isle  of  Wight,  under  the  command  of  Harley  and 
Holson,  occasioned  by  the  flame  of  excitement 
which  the  outrage  of  Hunt  had  kindled  in  the  In- 
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dians  had  chilled  the  zeal  of  the  Plymouth  com- 
pany.*  But  by  the  iadefatigable  exertioos  of 
Captiun  Smith,  and  the  liberal  assistance  of  Sit 
Ferdinando  Gorges,  Dr.  Sutliffe,  Dean  of  Exeter, 
and  others,  two  ships  were  prepared  and  equipped, 
one  of  two  hundred  tons,  and  the  other  of  fifty, 
in  which,  besides  seamen,  there  were  sixteen  men 
destined  to  remain  as  settlers. 

They  set  sail  in  March ;  but,  after  they  had 
gone  about  a  hundred  and  twenty  leagues,  they 
encountered  a  violent  storm,  which  separated  the 
two  vessels,  d'ismasted  Captain  Smith's,  and  oblig- 
ed him  to  return  und^  a  jury-mast  to  Plymouth.' 
His  consort,  commanded  by  Thon[!as  Dermer, 
meanwhile  proceeded  on  her  voyage,  and  return- 
ed with  a  profitable  cargo  in  August;  but  the 
object  of  the  enterprise,  which  was  to  effect  a 
permanent  settlement,  was  frustrated. 

Captain  Smith's  vessel  was  probably  found  to 
be  so  much  shattered  as  to  render  it  inexpe- 
dient to  repair  her ;  for  we  ^find  that  he  set  sail 
a  second  time  from.  Plymouth,  on  the  24th  of 
June,  in  a  small  bark  of  sixty  tons,  manned  by 
thirty  men,  and  carrying  with  him  the  same  six- 
teen settlers,  he  had  taken  before.  But  an  evil 
destiny  seemed  to  hang  over  this  enterprise,  and 

•  See  Prince's  Chronological  HUtory  of  AVw  Eng- 
land, p.  13^  ed.  182a  Belknap's  Life  of  Gcnges,  in  bk 
Jhntriean  Biography,  \rol.  1.  p.  358, 
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to  liiake  the  voyage  a  succession  of  disasters  and 
disappointments.  Soon  after  bis  departure  he 
was  chased  by  an  English  pinite,  to  whom  his 
crew  importuned  him  to  surrender  without  resis- 
tance ;  which  however  he  disdained  to  do,  though 
he  had  only  four  guns  and  the  pirate  thirty-six. 
The  apprehensions  of  all  parties  were  soon  agree- 
ably and  singularly  dispersed  ;  for  Captain  Smith, 
on  speaking  with  her,  found  that  her  commander 
and  Some  of  his  crew  had  been  fellow-soldiers 
with  him  (probably  in  his  Turkish  campaigns), 
and  had  recently  run  away  with  the  ship  from 
Tunis. 

They  were  in  want  of  provisions  and  in  a  mu- 
tinous state,  and  offered  to  Captain  Smith,  either 
to  put  themselves  under  his  command,  or  to  carry 
him,  wherever  he  desired;  but  these  oSeis  were 
declined.  Near  Fayal,  he  met  with  two  French 
pirates,  one  of  two  hundred  tons  and  the  other  of 
thirty.  His  crew  -were  again  panic-stricken,  and 
would  have  surrendered  without  firing  a  gun  ;  but 
Captain  Smithy  whose  impetuous  valor  made  him 
dbregard  the  greatest  odds  against  him,  told  them 
th^t  he  would  rather  blow  up  the  ship,  than  yield 
while  he  had  any  powder  left.  After  a  running 
fight  he  contrived  to  make  his  escape. 

Near  Flores,  he  was  chased  atid  overtaken 
by  four  French  men-K)f-war,  who  had  orders  from 
their  sovereign  to  make  war  upon  the  Spaniards 
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and  Portuguese  and  to  seize  pirates  of  all  natioos. 
At  die  oommaDd  of  the  admiral,  Captaio  Smith 
went  OD  boaid  Us  ship,  and  showed  him  his  com- 
missioii  under  die  gieat  seal)  to  prove  that  he 
was  no  pirate.  The  Fienchnum  (as  it  was  his 
interest  to  prevent  anj  settlement  of  English  in 
New  England)  who  might  compete-with  his  own 
countrymen  at  Acadia,  in  their  profitaUe  trade 
with  the  natives),  in  open  de6ance  of  the  laws  of 
nations,  detained  him  prisoner,  plundered  his 
vessel,  manned  her  with  Frenchmen,  and  dis- 
poned her  crew  among  the  86 vend  ships  of  the 
fleet.  But,  after  a  few  days,  they  gave  them  back 
their  vessel  and  the.  greater  part  of  their  provis- 
ions, and  Captain  Smith  made  preparati(»is  for  con- 
tinuing his  voyagoj  though  a  great  many  of  the 
crew  were  desirous  of  going  back  to  Plymouth.* 
But  before  they  parted  fix>m  the  French  fleet 
the  admiral  on  some  pretence  sent  for  Captain 
Smith  to  come  on  board  bis  ship,  which  he  did  ac- 
cordingly, alone.  While  he  was  there,  the  French 
ship,  seeing  a  strange  sail,  gave  chase,  detaining 
him  on  board  ;  and  during  the  next  night  the  dis- 
afl^ted  part  of  his  own  crew  entered  into  a  plot 
to  turn  their  ship's  head  homeward,  which 
they  accordingly  did,  the  sixteen  landsmen,  who 
were  going  out  as  settlers,  knowing  nothing  of  it, 
till  they  found  themselves  safe  at  Plymouth  again. 
The  abduction  of  Captain  Smith  by  the  French- 
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mtn  was  undoubtedly  intentional,  being  caused, 
as  Smith  himself  says,  by  the  calumnies  cf  some 
of  his  own  crew,  who  were  anxious  to  be  rid  of 
'^him  and  return  home. 

Captain  Smith  soon  found  that  those  who  cap*- 
Cured  him  were  no  belter  than  pirates.  The  ad- 
mirals ship  was  separated  from  the  rest  of  the 
fleet  by  a  storm  and  followed  her  fortunes  alone. 
Her  cruise  was  very  eventfiil  and  lucrative. 
Captain  Smith  had  the  misfortune  to  see  more 
than  one  English  ship  plundered,  without  any ' 
means  of  preventing  it.  Whenever  they  fell  in 
with  one  <^  these,  they  confined  him  in  the  cab* 
in;  but  whenever  they  had  engagements  with 
Spanish  ships,  they  insisted  upon  his  fighting  with 
them.  Having  spent  the  summer  in  this  way, 
they  carried  him  to  Rochelle,  where,  notwith- 
standing their  promises  to  remunerate  him  for  all 
his  losses  by  giving  him  a  share  of  their  prizes, 
they  detained  him  a  prisoner  on  board  a  vessel  in 
the  harbor. 

They  accused  him  of  having  burnt  the  French 
settlements  at  Port.  Royal  in  1613  (which  was 
the  act  of  Captain  Argall),*  and  endeavored  to 
compel  him  to  give  them  a  discharge  in  full  for 
all  demands  before  the  Judge  of  the  Admiralty, 
threatening  him  with  imprisonment  in  case  he 
refused.     While   he   was  deliberating  upon   this 

*  See  Holmes's  Americati  Annals^  for  the  year  1613. 
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beid  ont  to  fakn  the  meaos 
his  aape,  widioQt  anj  mleoce  to 
B  of  joBDoe,  or  ao j  degradation  to  his 
A  vioipat  sKxm  arose,  whose  ''pitiless 
'  cccve  all  the  people  befevr ;  and,  as  sooa 


as  X  was  duk.  Captain  Smith  poshed  off  from 
c^  s:.p  m  a  boai,  with  a  haitpike  for  an  oar, 
bccuL^  »  leadi  the  shore.  But  he  fell  upon  a 
sc-ac^  cuTTCDt  which  canied  him  out  to  sea,  where 
be  «^  exposed  to  great  duger,  in  a  small,  crazy 
boML  wben  tbe  s&ann  was  ao  Yiolent  as  to  strew 
ibe  C30flsai  with  wredlLs.  Twdre  houis  he  passed 
in  cd^  feiitul  state,  expecting  every  moment  to  be 
swaliowed  up  by  the  waves ;  tiQ  by  the  returniog 
toe  be  was  thrown  upon  a  marshy  island,  where 
be  was  Jbund  by  some  fbwkn,  neariy  drowned 
astai  totally  exhausted  with  cold,  6tigoe,  and^  hun- 
ger. By  pawning  his  boat,  he  found  the  means 
of  conveyance  to  RocheDe,  where  he  learned 
that  the  ship  which  had  Raptured  him,  with  one 
of  her  priies  bad  been  driven  ashore,  and  the 
captain  and  one  half  the  crew  drowned* 

On  landing  at  Rochelle,  he  lodged  a  compldnt 
irith  the  Judge  of  the  Admiralty,  and  supported 
his  claims  by  the  evidence  of  some  of  the  sailors, 
who  had  escaped  from  the  wreck  of  the  French 
sliip.  We  are  oot  informed  what  was  the  final 
result  of  this  process;  but  he  received  from  the 
hands  of  the  Judge  a  certificate  of  the  truth  of 
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his  statement,  which  he  presented  to  the  English 
ambassador  at  Bordeaux.  Both  at  this  place 
and  Rochelle  he  found  much  sympathy,  and 
received  many  friendly  ofBces  ;  among  others,  he 
says,  "the  good  lady  Madam  Chanoyes  bounti- 
fully assisted  me."  He  returned  to  England,  we 
are  not  told  at  what  time,  but  probably  in  the  lat- 
ter part  of  the  year  1615,  and,  proceeding  to 
Plymouth,  took'  measures  to  punish  the  ringleaders 
of  the  mutiny  among  his  crew. 

While  he  had  been  detained  on  board  the 
French  pirate,  in  order,  as  he  says,  "to  keep  my 
perplexed  thoughts  from  too  tnuch  meditation  of 
my  miserable  estate,"  he  employed  himself  in 
writing  a  narrative  of  hb  two  voyages  to  New 
England,  and  an  account  of.4he  country.  This 
was  published  in  a  quarto  Torm,  in  June,  1616. 
It  contained  his  map  of  the  country,  and  the  de- 
positions of  some  of  the  men,  who  were  on  board 
his  ship,  when  he  was  detained  and  carried  off  by 
the  French,  inserted,  as  he  says,  "lest  my  own 
relations  of  those  bard  events  might  by  some  con- 
structors be  made  doubtful,  envy  still  seeking  to 
scandalize  my  endeavors,  and  seeing  no  power 
but  death  can  stop  the  chat  of  ill  tongues."  As 
a  proof  of  his  indefatigable  zeal  in  the  promotion 
of  his  favorite  object,  he  spent  the  whole  summer 
in  journeying  about  in  the  West  of  Englatad,  dis- 
tributing copies  of  this  book  (seven  thousand  in 

«   Ii2 
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r,  •ocoriing  to  his  own  aooount,)  among  aO 
of  inj  note,  and  endeaToring  to  awaken 
in  the  sulgect  of  settling  America. 
Bot,  be  says,  **  all  availed  no  more  than  ut  hew 
rocks  with  c^^ster-sbells,"  so  desponding  were 
the  minds  of  men  on  noooont  of  the  ill-success 
which  bad  attended  so  many  enterprises  of  that 
nature.  He  leaped,  ^however,  an  abundant  har- 
vest of  promises,  and  the .  Plymouth  company,  in 
token  of  thw  respect  fx  his  services,  formally 
ooniened  upon  him  the  title  of  Admiral  of  Hew 
Emglami 

Captain  Smith's  work  on  New  England  was 
the  Gnt  to  recommend  that  country  as  a  place  of 
aeltlement,  and  to  disabuse  the  puUic  mind  of  the 
enoneous  impressions  which  had  arisen  txxn  the 
dismal  accounts  of  the  setders,  who  had  returned 
after  the  &ilure  of  Po|>ham's  expedition/and  who 
had  represented  the  whole  country  as  a  cold, 
rocky,  and  barren  waste.  It  is  e^odently  written 
in  the  spirit  of  an  advocate,  and  not  of  a  judge, 
and  is  tinged  throughout  with  the  sangume  tem- 
perament orits  author.  Still  it  is  never  visiixiary 
or  wild  ;  it  is  fidl  of  good  sense,  accurate  observa- 
tion, and  a  sagacity  that  sometimes  almost  as^iAes 
the  shape  of  prophecy.  No  one  can  read  it  with- 
out admiration  of  tUs  extraordinary  man,  in  whom 
the  powers  of  action,  reflection,  and  observation 
were  so  harmoniously  blended.       I . 
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CHAPTER  XVI, 

Fistt  of  Pocahontas  to  England.  —  Captain 
Smithes  Ihterpiew  with  hcr^  —  Death  of  Pocor 
hontas^ 

The  order  of  events  in  the  life  of  Captain 
Smith  agam  associates  him  with  Pocahontas.  Af- 
ter his  departure  from  Virginia  she  continued 'tp  be 
the  firm  frieild  of  the  settlers^  as  before.  In  1610, 
when  Ratcliflfe  and  thirty  men  were  cut  off  by 
Powhatan^  a  boy  named  Henry  Spilman  was 
saved  by  her  means,  and  lived  many  years^  among 
the  Potoraacs.  We  next  hear  of  her  in  1612, 
when  Captain  Argall,  who  had  gone  on  a  trading 
voyage  to  the  country  of  the  Potomacs,  learnt 
from  Japazaws,  then*  chief,  that  she  was  living  in 
seclusion  near  hLpci,  having  forsaken  her  father's 
dominions  and  pratection. 

We  are  not  informed  of  the  reasons  which  in- 
duced her  to  take  this  step.  It  has  been  conjec- 
tured that  h©f  w^ll-knowu  affection  for  the  Eng- 
lish had-^ven  displeasure  td  her  &tber,  or  that 
,her  sensibility  was  pained  at  witnessing  the 
bloody  wars  which  he  waged  against  them,  with- 
out her  having  the  power  ,of  aUeviating  their 
horrors.  When  Captain  Argall  heard  of  this,  he 
perceived  how   advantageous  to  the    settlers  it 
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would  be  to  obtain  possession  of  her  person,  and 
that  so  valuable  a  prize  would  enable  tbem  to 
dictate  their  own  terms  to  Powhatan.  He  pre- 
vailed upon  Japazaws  to  lend  him  his  assistance 
in  this  project,  by  that  most  irresistible  bribe  in  an 
Indian^s  eyes,  a  copper  kettle ;  assuring  him  at  the 
same  time  that  she  should  not  be  harmed,  and 
that  they  would  detain  her  only  till  they  had  con- 
cluded a  peace  with  her  fether.  The  next  thing 
was  to  induce  her  to  go  on  board  Argall's  ship, 
and  the  artifice  by  which  this  was  brought  about, 
is  C4irious  and  characteristic  of  the  Indian  race. 
Japazaws  ordered  his  wife  to  afl^t,  in  the  pres- 
ence of  Pocahontas,  a  great  desire  to  visit  the 
English  ship;  which  she  accordingly  did,  and 
acted  her  part  so  well,  that  when  he  refused  to 
gratify  her  and  threatened  to  beat  her  for  her'  im- 
portunity, she  cried  from  apparent  vexation  and 
disappointment.  Wearied  at  last  by  her  exces- 
sive entreaties,  he  told  her  that  he  would  go  with 
her  if  Pocahontas  would  consent  to  accompany 
them,  to  which  proposal  she  with  unsuspecting 
good-nature  signified  her  assent.  They  were  re- 
ceived on  board  by  the  captain  and  hospitably 
entertabed  in  the  cabin,  "  Japazaws  treading  oft 
on  the  captain's  foot,  to  remember  he  had  done 
his  part."  When  Pocahontas  was  informed  that 
she  was  a  prisoner,  and  must  go  to  Jamestown  and 
be  detained  till  a  peace  could  be  concluded  with 
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her  fiiiber,  f/he  wtpt  bitterly,  and  the  old  hypo- 
crite Japazaws  and  his  wife  set  up  a  most  dismal 
cry,  as  if  this  were  the  first  intimation  they  had 
ever  bad  of  the  plot.  Pocahontas,  however,  soon 
recovered  her  composure,  either  from  the  sweet 
equanimity  of  ber  character,  or  because  she  felt 
that  her  reception  and  tre$itment  by  the  English 
could  not  be  any  thing  but  kind  and  friendly. 
The  old  couple  were  ^ent  home,  happy  in  the 
pos9ession  of  their  kettle  and  various  toys. 

As  soon  as  Pocahontas  arrived  at  Jamestown,  a 
messenger  was  despatched  to  Powhatan  informing 
him  of  the  fact,  and  that  she  would  be  restored  to 
him  <mly  on  condition  that  he  should  give  up  all 
his  English  captives,  swords,  muskets,  and  the 
like.  This  was  sad  news  to  Powhatan ;  but  the 
demands  of  the  English  were  so  exorbitant,  that 
be  returned  no  answer  to  their  proposals  for  the 
space  of  three  months.  He  then  liberated  and  sent 
home  seven  of  his  captives,  each  carrying  a  rusty, 
worn-out  musket,  with  a  message,  that  if  they 
would  give  up  his  daughter,  he  would  make  satis- 
faction for  all  the  injuries  he  had  done,  present 
them  with  five  hundred  bushels  of  com,  and  ever 
be  their  finend.  It  was  not  thought  expedient 
to  trust  to  his  promises ;  and  an  answer  was 
accord'mgly  returned  to  him,  that  his  daughter 
should  be  well  treated,  but  that  they  should  not 
restore  her  till  he  sent  back  all  the  arms  which  he 
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dians  had  chilled  the  aseal  of  the  Plymouth  com- 
pany.*  But  by  the  indefatigable  exertions  of 
Captain  Smith,  and  the  liberal  assistance  of  Sii 
Ferdinando  Gorges,  Dr.  Sutliffe,  Dean  of  Exeter, 
and  others,  two  ships  were  prepared  and  equipped, 
one  of  two  hundred  tons,  and  the  other  of  fi/ty, 
in  which,  besides  seamen,  there  were  sixteen  meii 
destined  to  remain  as  settlers. 

They  set  sail  in  March  ;  but,  after  they  had 
gone  about  a  hundred  and  twenty  leagues,  they 
encountered  a  violent  storm,  which  separated  the 
two  vessels,  dismasted  Captain  Smith's,  and  oblig- 
ed him  to  return  under  a  jury-mast  to  Plymouth. 
His  consort,  commanded  by  Thomas  Dermer, 
meanwhile  proceeded  on  her  voyage,  and  return- 
ed with  a  profitable  cargo  in  August;  but  the 
object  of  the  enterprise,  which  was  to  effect  a 
permanent  settlement,  was  frustrated. 

Captain  Smith's  vessel  was  probably  found  to 
be  so  much  shattered  as  to  render  it  inexpe- 
dient to  repair  her ;  for  we  ^find  that  he  set  sail 
a  second  time  from.  Plymouth,  on  the  24th  of 
June,  in  a  small  bark  of  sixty  tons,  manned  by 
thirty  men,  and  carrying  with  him  the  saoie  six- 
teen settlers,  he  had  taken  before.  But  an  evil 
destiny  seemed  to  hang  over  this  enterprise,  and 

•  See  Prince's  Chronological  History  of  AVtr  Eng- 
Umdy  p.  13^  ed.  189a  Belknap's  Life  of  GoigeB,  in  hk 
Jhnerican  Biography,  Vol.  1.  p.  358. 
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to  make  the  voyage  a  succession  of  disasters  and 
disappointments.  Soon  after  his  departure  he 
was  chased  by  an  English  pirate,  to  whom  his 
crew  importuned  him  to  surrender  without  resis- 
tance ;  which  however  he  disdained  to  do,  though 
he  had  only  four  guns  and  the  pirate  thirty-six. 
The  apprehensions  of  all  parties  were  soon  agree- 
ably and  singularly  dispersed  ;  for  Captain  Smith, 
on  speaking  with  her,  found  that  her  commander 
and  i^ome  of  his  crew  had  been  fellow-soldiers 
with  him  (probably  in  his  Turkish  campaigns), 
and  had  recently  run  away  with  the  ship  from 
Tunis. 

They  were  ia  want  of  provisions  and  in  a  mu- 
tinous state,  and  offered  to  Captain  Smith,  either 
to  put  themselves  under  his  command,  or  to  carry 
him,  wherever  he  desired;  but  these  offei-s  were 
declined.  Near  Fayal,  he  met  with  two  French 
pirates,  one  of  two  hundred  tons  and  the  other  of 
thirty.  His  crew  -were  again  panic-stricken,  and 
would  have  surrendered  without  firing  a  gun  ;  but 
Captain  Smith>  whose  impetuous  valor  made  him 
disregard  the  greatest  odds  against  him,  told  them 
th^t  he  would  rather  blow  up  the  ship,  than  yield 
while  be  had  any  powder  left.  After  a  running 
fight  he  contrived  to  make  his  escape. 

Near  Flores,  he  was  chased  aDd  overtaken 
by  four  Freqch  men-K>f-war,  who  had  orders  from 
their  sovereign  to  make  war  upon  the  Spaniards 
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and  Portuguese  and  to  seize  pirates  of  all  nations. 
At  Uie  eoniniaiMi  of  the  admiral,  Captain  Smith 
went  on  boaid  Us  ship,  and  showed  him  his  com- 
mission under  the  great  8e«l>  to  prove  that  he 
was  no  pirate.  The  Frenchman  (as  it  was  his 
interest  to  prevent  anj  settlement  of  English  in 
New  England,  who  might  oompete^ith  his  own 
countrymen  at  Acadia,  in  their  profitable  trade 
with  the  natives),  in  open  defiance  of  the  laws  of 
nations,  detained  him  prisoner,  {dundered  his 
vessel,  manned  her  with  Frenchmen,  imd  dis- 
persed her  crew  among  the  several  ships  of  the 
fleet.  But,  after  a  few  days,  they  gave  them  back 
their  vessel  and  the.  greater  part  of  their  provis- 
ions, and  Captain  Smith  made  preparations  for  con- 
tinuing his  voyage^  though  a  great  many  of  the 
crew  were  desirous  of  going  back  to  Plymouth.- 
But  before  thisy  parted  from  the  French  fleet 
the  admiral  on  some  pretence  sent  for  Captain 
Smith  to  come  on  board  his  ship,  which  be  did  ac- 
cordingly, alone.  While  he  was  there,  the  French 
ship,  seeing  a  strange  sail,  gave  chase,  detaining 
him  on  board  ;  and  during  th^  next  night  the  dis- 
aflfected  part  of  his  own  crew  entered  into  a  plot 
to  turn  their  ship's  head  homeward,  which 
they  accordingly  did,  the  sixteen  landsmen,  who 
were  going  out  as  settlers,  knowing  nothing  of  it, 
till  they  found  themselves  safe  at  Plymouth  again. 
The  abduction  of  Captain  Smith  by  the  French- 
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mail  was  undoubtedly  intentional,  being  caused, 
as  Smith  himself  says,  by  the  calumnies  cf  some 
of  hb  own  crew,  who  were  anxious  to  be  rid  of 
^him  and  return  home. 

Captain  Smith  soon  found  that  those  who  cap- 
tured him  were  no  better  than  pirates.  The  ad- 
miraFs  ship  was  separated  from  the  rest  of  the 
fleet  by  a  storm  and  followed  her  fortunes  alone. 
Her  cruise  was  very  eventfiil  and  lucrative. 
Captain  Smith  had  the  misfortune  to  see  more 
than  one  English  ship  plundered,  without  any' 
means  of  preventing  it.  Whenever  they  fell  in 
with  one  oif  these,  they  confined  him  in  the  cab- 
in; but  whenever  they  had  engagements  with 
Spanish  ships,  they  insisted  upon  his  fighting  with 
them.  Having  spent  the  summer  in  this  way, 
they  carried  him  to  Rochelle,  where,  notwith- 
standing their  promises  to  remunerate  him  for  all 
bis  losses  by  giving  him  a  share  of  their  prizes, 
they  detained  him  a  prisoner  on  board  a  vessel  in 
the  harbor. 

They  accused  him  of  having  burnt  the  French 
settlements  at  Port.  Royal  in  1613  (which  was 
the  act  of  Captain  Argall),*  and  endeavored  to 
compel  him  to  give  them  a  discharge  in  full  for 
all  demands  before  the  Judge  of  the  Admiralty, 
threatening  him  with  imprisonment  in  case  he 
refused.     While   he   was   deliberating  upon   this 

*  See  Holmes^s  American  Annals^  for  the  year  1613. 
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pcoposil,  ProiideBoe  hdd  oat  to  him  the  means 
ef  onkJDg  his  escape,  without  anj  videDce  to 
his  sease  of  jostioe,  or  an j  degndatioo  to  his 
pnde.  A  Tiol^ot  stonn  arose,  whose  **  pitiless 
pelting  ^  drove  all  the  people  helow ;  and,  as  sooa 
as  it  was  daik,  Caplaio  Smith  pushed  off  from 
the  ship  in  a  boat,  with  a  haltp&e  ibr  an  oar, 
hoping  to  reach  the  shore.  But  he  fell  upon  a 
strong  cuneot  which  cairied  Inm  out  to  sea,  where 
he  was  exposed  to  great  danger,  in  a  small,  crazy 
boat,  whea  the  stonn  was  so  violent  as  to  strew 
the  coast  with  vrrccks.  Twelve  hours  he  passed 
in  this  feaifiil  state,  expecting  every  moment  to  be 
swallowed  up  bj  the  waves ;  tiU  bj  the  returoiog 
tide  he  was  thrown  upon  a  marshy  island,  where 
he  was  found  by  some  fowlers,  nearly  drowned 
and  totally  exhausted  with  cold,  fatigue,  and  hun- 
ger. By  pawning  his  boat,  he  found  the  means 
of  conveyance  to  Rochelle,  where  he  lesumed 
that  the  ship  which  had  Raptured  him,  with  one 
of  her  prizes  had  been  driven  ashore,  and  the 
captam  and  one  half  the  crew  drowned. 

On  landing  at  Rochelle,  he  lodged,  a  complaint 
with  the  Judge  of  the  Admiralty,  and  supported 
hb  claims  by  the  evidence  of  some  of  the  sailors, 
who  had  escaped  from  the  wreck  of  the  French 
ship..  We  are  pot  informed  what  was  the  final 
result  of  thb  process;  but  be  received  from  the 
bands  of  the  Judge  a  certificate  of  the  truth  of 
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his  Statement,  which  he  presented  to  the  English 
ambassador  at  Bordeaux.  Both  at  this  place 
and  Rochelle  he  found  much  sympathy,  and 
received  many  friendly  offices  ;  among  others,  he 
says,  "the  good  lady  Madam  Chanoyes  bounti- 
fully assisted  me/'  He  returned  to  England,  we 
are  not  told  at  what  time,  but  probably  in  the  lat- 
ter part  of  the  year  1615,  and,  proceeding  to 
Plymouth,  took'  measures  to  punish  the  ringleaders 
of  the  mutiny  among  his  crew. 

While  he  had  been  detained  on  board  the 
French  pirate,  in  order,  as  he  says,  "to  keep  my 
perplexed  thoughts  from  too  much  meditation  of 
my  miserable  estate,"  he  employed  himself  in 
writing  a  narrative  of  his  two  voyages  to  New 
England,  and  an  account  of  .-the  country.  This 
was  published  in  a  quarto  form,  in  June,  1616. 
It  contained  his  map  of  the  country,  and  the  de- 
positions of  some  of  the  men,  who  were  on  board 
his  ship,  when  he  was  detained  and  carried  off  by 
the  French,  inserted,  as  he  says,  "  lest  my  own 
relations  of  those  hard  events  might  by  some  con- 
structors be  made  doubtful,  envy  still  seeking  to 
scandalize  my  endeavors,  and  seeing  no  power 
but  death  can  stop  the  chat  of  ill  tongues."  As 
a  proof  of  his  indefatigable  zeal  in  the  promotion 
of  his  favorite  object,  he  spent  the  whole  summer 
in  journeying  about  in  the  West  of  Englatad,  dis- 
tributing copies  of  this  book  (seven  thousand  in 

«   Ii2 
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number,  according  to  bis  own  account,)  among  all 
persons  of  any  note,  and  endeavoring  to  awaken 
an  interest  in  the  subject  of  settling  America. 
But,  be  says,  '^  all  availed  no  more  than  Uf  hew 
rocks  with  oyster-^eUs,"  so  desponding  were 
the  minds  of  men  on  account  of  the  iU-success 
which  had  attended  so  many  enterprises  of  that 
nature.  He  reaped,  ^however,  an  abundant  har- 
vest of  promises,  and  the .  Plymouth,  company,  in 
token  of  their  respect  for  his  .services,  formally 
conferred  upon  him  the  title  of  Admiral  of  Hew 
England. 

Captain  Smith's  work  on  New  England  was 
the  first  to  recommend  that  country  as  a  place  of 
settlement,  and  to  disabuse  the  public  mind  of  the 
erroneous  impressk)ns  which  had  arisen  fix)m  the 
dismal  accounts  of  the  settlers,  who  had  returned 
after  the  failure  of  Popham's  expedition,^and  who 
had  represented  the  whole  country  as  a  cold, 
rocky,  and  barren  waste.  It  is  evidently  written 
in  the  spirit  of  an  advocate,  and  not  of  a  judge, 
and  is  tinged  throughout  with  the  sangukie  tem- 
perament or  its  author.  Still  it  is  n^ver  visionary 
or  wild ;  it  is  fijjl  of  good  sense,  accurate  observa- 
tion, and  a  sagacity  that  sometimes  aloaost  as^m^es 
the  shape  of  prophecy.  No  one  can  read  it  with- 
out admiration  of  tUs  extraordinary  man,  in  whom 
the  powers  of  action,  reflection,  and  observation 
were  so  harmoniously  blended.       (  ^ 
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CHAPTER  XVI, 

Fint  of  Pocahontas  to  England.  —  Captain 
Smith's  jAtexpicw  with  her^  —  Death  of  Pocor 
hontas^ 

The  order  of  events  in  the  life  of  Captain 
Smith  agam  associates  him  with  Pocahontas.  Af- 
ter his  departure  firom  Virginia  she  continued 'tQ  be 
the  firm  frieild  of  the  settler?^  as  before.  In  1610, 
when  Ratclifie  and  thirty  men  were  cut  off  by 
Powhatan,  a  boy  named  Henry  Spilman  was 
saved  by  her  means,  and  lived  many  years^  among 
the  Potoraacs.  We  next  hear  of  her  in  1612, 
when  Captain  Argall,  who  had  gone  on  a  trading 
voyage  to  the  country  of  the  Potomacs,  learnt 
from  Japazaws,  their  chief,  that  she  was  living  in 
seclusion  near  hipQ,  having  forsaken  her  father's 
dominions  and  protection. 

We  are  not  informed  of  the  reasons  which  in- 
duced her  to  take  this  step.  It  has  been  conjec- 
tured that  hef  w^U-known  affection  for  the  Eng- 
lish had'  ^ven  displeasure  t6  her  &tber,  or  that 
her  sipnsibility  was  pained  at  wilnessmg  the 
bloody  wars  which  he  waged  agaj^ist  them,  with- 
out her  having  the  power  ,of  alleviating  their 
horrors.  When  Captain  Argall  heard  of  this,  he 
perceived   how   advantageous   to  the    settlors  it 
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would  be  to  obtain  possession  of  her  person,  and 
that  so  valuable  a  prize  would  enable  them  to 
dictate  their  own  terms  to  Powhatan.  He  pre- 
vailed upon  Japazaws  to  lend  him  his  assistance 
in  this  project,  by  that  most  inresjstible  bribe  in  an 
Indian's  eyes,  a  copper  kettle ;  assuring  him  at  tlie 
same  time  that  she  should  not  be  harmed,  and 
that  they  would  detain  her  only  till  they  had  con- 
cluded a  peace  with  her  father.  The  next  thing 
was  to  induce  her  to  go  on  board  Argall's  ship, 
and  the  artifice  by  which  this  was  brought  about, 
is  curious  and  characteristic  of  the  Indian  race. 
Japazaws  ordered  his  wife  to  affect,  in  the  pres- 
ence of  Pocahontas,  a  great  desire  to  visit  the 
Englbh  ship;  which  she  accordingly  did,  and 
acted  her  part  so  well,  that  when  he  refused  to 
gratify  her  and  threatened  to  beat  her  for  her'  im- 
portunity, she  cried  from  apparent  vexation  and 
disappointment.  Wearied  at  last  by  her  exces- 
bive  entreaties,  he  told  her  that  he  would  go  with 
her  if  Pocahontas  would  consent  to  accompany 
them,  to  which  proposal  she  with  unsuspecting 
good-nature  signified  her  assent.  They  were  re- 
ceived on  board  by  the  captain  and  hospitably 
entertained  in  the  cabin,  "  Japazaws  treading  oft 
on  the  captain's  foot,  to  remember  he  had  done 
his  part."  When  Pocahontas  was  informed  that 
she  was  a  prisoner,  and  must  go  to  Jamestown  and 
be  detained  till  a  peace  could  be  concluded  with 


CAPTAIN    JOHN     SMITH.  369 

her  fetber,  fhe  wtpt  bitterly,  and  the  old  hypo- 
crite Japazaws  and  /his  wife  set  up  a  most  dismal 
cry,  as  if  this  were  the  first  intimation  they  had 
ever  had  of  the  plot.  Pocahontas,  however,  soon 
recovered  her  composure,  either  from  the  sweet 
equanimity  of  her  character,  or  because  she  felt 
that  her  reception  and  treatment  by  the  English 
could  not  be  any  thing  )but  kind  and  friendly. 
The  old  couple  were  ^ent  home,  happy  in  the 
possession  of  their  kettle  and  various  toys. 

As  soon  as  Pocahontas  arrived  at  Jamestown,  a 
messenger  was  despatched  to  Powhatan  informing 
bim  of  the  fact,  and  that  she  would  be  restored  to 
bim  only,  on  condition  that  he  should  give  up  all 
bis  English  captives,  swords,  muskets,  and  the 
like.  This  was  sad  news  to  Powhatan ;  but  the 
demands  of  the  English  were  so  exorbitant,  that 
be  returned  no  answer  to  their  proposals  for  the 
space  of  three  months.  He  then  liberated  and  sent 
borne  seven  of  his  captives,  each  carrying  a  rusty, 
worn-out  musket,  with  a  message,  that  if  they 
would  give  up  his  daughter,  he  would  make  satis- 
faction for  9l\  the  injuries  he  had  done,  present 
them  with  five  hundred  bushels  of  com,  and  ever 
be  their  friend.  It  was  not  thought  expedient 
to  trust  to  his  promises ;  -  and  an^  answer  was 
accordingly  returned  to  him,  that  his  daughter 
should  be  well  treated,  but  that  they  should  not 
restore  her  till  he  sent  back  all  the  arms  which  he 
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dians  had  chilled  the  zeal  of  the  Plymouth  com- 
pany.* But  by  the  indefatigable  exertions  of 
Captain  Smith,  and  the  liberal  assistance  of  Sii 
Ferdinando  Gorges,  Dr.  Sutliffe,  Dean  of  Exeter, 
and  others,  two  ships  were  prepared  and  equipped, 
one  of  two  hundred  tons,  and  the  other  of  Qfty, 
in  which,  besides  seamen,  there  were  sixteen  meq 
destined  to  remain  as  settlers. 

They  set  sail  in  March  ;  but,  after  they  had 
gone  about  a  hundred  and  twenty  leagues,  they 
encountered  a  violent  storm,  which  separated  the 
two  vessels,  dismasted  Captain  Smith's,  and  oblig- 
ed him  to  return  under  a  jury-mast  to  Plymouth.' 
His  consort,  commanded  by  Thomas  Dermer, 
meanwhile  proceeded  on  her  voyage,  and  return- 
ed with  a  profitable  cargo  in  August;  but  the 
object  of  the  enterprise,  which  was  to  effect  a 
permanent  settlement,  was  frustrated. 

Captain  Smith's  vessel  was  probably  found  to 
be  so  much  shattered  as  to  render  it  inexpe- 
dient to  repair  her ;  for  we  ^find  that  he  set  sail 
a  second  time  from.  Plymouth,  on  the  24th  of 
June,  in  a  small  bark  of  sixty  tons,  manned  by 
thirty  men,  and  carrying  with  him  the  same  six- 
teen settlers,  he  had  taken  before.  But  an  evil 
destiny  seemed  to  hang  over  this  enterprise,  and 

•  See  Prince's  Chronological  History  of  A'ctr  Eng- 
Umdy  p.  13^  ed.  189a  Belknap's  Life  of  Gotges,  in  hiB 
Jhneriean  BU^aphy,  Vol.  1.  p.  358. 
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to  make  the  voyage  a  succession  of  disasters  and 
disappointments.  Soon  after  his  departure  he 
was  chased  by  an  English  pirate,  to  whom  his 
crew  importuned  him  to  surrender  without  resis- 
tance ;  which  however  he  disdained  to  do,  though 
he  had  only  four  guns  and  the  pirate  thirty-six. 
The  apprehensions  of  all  parties  were  soon  agree- 
ably and  singularly  dispersed  ;  for  Captain  Smith, 
on  speaking  with  her,  found  that  her  commander 
and  i^me  of  his  crew  had  been  fellow-soldiers 
with  him  (probably  m  his  Turkish  campaigns), 
and  had  recently  run  away  with  the  ship  from 
Tunis. 

They  were  ia  want  of  provisions  and  in  a  mu- 
tinous state,  and  offered  to  Captain  Smith,  either 
to  put  themselves  under  his  command,  or  to  carry 
him,  wherever  he  desired;  but  these  offei-s  were 
declined.  Near  Fayal,  he  met  with  two  French 
pirates,  one  of  two  hundred  tons  and  the  other  of 
thirty.  His  crew  -were  again  panic-stricken,  and 
would  have  surrendered  without  firing  a  gun  ;  but 
Captain  Smithy  whose  impetuous  valor  made  him 
disregard  the  greatest  odds  against  him,  told  them 
th^t  he  would  rather  blow  up  the  ship,  than  yield 
while  he  had  any  powder  left.  After  a  running 
fight  he  contrived  to  make  his  escape. 

Near  Flores,  he  was  chased  and  overtaken 
by  four  Freqch  men-of-war,  who  had  orders  from 
their  sovereign  to  make  war  upon  the  Spaniards 

ti 
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and  Portuguese  and  to  seise  pirates  of  all  natioos. 
At  the  oommand  of  the  admiral,  Captain  Smith 
went  on  boafd  his  ship,  and  showed  him  his  com- 
mission under  the  great  Beal>  to  prove  that  he 
was  no  pirate.  The  FreDchman  (as  it  was  his 
interest  to  prevent  anj  settlement  of  English  in 
New  England^  who  might  competeH;rith  his  own 
coantrjmen  at  Acadia,  in  their  ptDfitable  trade 
with  the  natives),  in  open  deOance  of  the  laws  of 
nations,  detained  him  prisoner,  (dundered  his 
vessel,  manned  her  with  Frenchmen,  find  dis- 
poned her  crew  among  the  sfevetal  ships  of  the 
fleet.  But,  after  a  few  days,  they  gave  them  back 
their  vessel  and  the.  greater  part  of  their  proviso 
ions,  and  Captain  Smith  made  preparations  for  con- 
tinuing his  voyagcj  though  a  great  many  of  the 
crew  were  desirous  of  going  back  to  Plymouth.* 
But  before  they  parted  from  the  French  fleet 
the  admiral  on  some  pretence  sent  for  Captsun 
Smith  to  come  on  board  his  ship,  which  he  did  ac- 
cordingly, alone.  While  he  was  thei^,  the  French 
ship,  seeing  a  strange  sail,  gave  chase,  detaining 
him  on  board  ;  and  during  the  next  night  the  dts- 
afiected  part  of  his  own  crew  entered  into  a  plot 
to  turn  their  ship's  head  homeward,  which 
they  accordingly  did,  the  sixteen  landsmen,  who 
were  going  out  as  settlers,  knowing  nothing  of  it, 
till  they  found  themselves  safe  at  Plymouth  again. 
The  abduction  of  Captain  Smith  by  the  French- 
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man  was  undoubtedlj  intentional,  being  caused, 
as  Smith  himself  says,  by  the  calumnies  cf  some 
of  his  own  crew,  who  were  anxious  to  be  rid  of 
^him  and  return  home. 

Captain  Smith  soon  found  that  those  who  cap- 
tured hitn  were  no  better  than  pirates.  The  ad- 
miraFs  ship  was  separated  from  the  rest  of  the 
fleet  by  a  storai  and  followed  her  fortunes  alone. 
Her  cruise  was  very  eventful  and  lucrative. 
Captain  Smith  had  the  misfortune  ta  see  more 
than  one  English  ship  plundered,  without  any' 
means  of  preventing  it.  Whenever  they  fell  m 
with  one  df  these,  they  <;onfined  him  m  the  cab* 
in;  but  whenever  they  had  engagements  with 
Spanish  ships,  they  insisted  upon  his  fighting  with 
them.  Having  spent  the  summer  in  this  way, 
they  carried  him  to  Rochelle,  where,  notwith- 
standing their  promises  to  remunerate  him  for  all 
his  losses  by  giving  him  a  share  of  their  prizes, 
they  detained  him  a  prisoner  on  board  a  vessel  in 
the  harbor. 

They  accused  him  of  having  burnt  the  French 
settlements  at  Port.  Royal  in  1613  (which  was 
the  act  of  Captain  Argall),*"  and  endeavored  to 
compel  him  to  give  them  a  discharge  in  full  for 
all  demands  before  the  Judge  of  the  Admiralty, 
threatening  him  with  imprisonment  in  case  he 
refused.     While  he   was   deliberating  upon   this 

•  See  Holmes's  American  JinnalSy  for  the  year  1613. 
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pfoposiJ,  PiDTidenoe  held  out  to  iiim  the  means 
of  "M^M»g  his  escape,  without  any  violence  to 
Us  sense  of  jostioe,  or  any  degradation  to  his 
pride«  A  vnlpnt  stonn  arose,  whose  '^  pitiless 
peltiog  "  diOTe  all  the  people  bebw ;  and,  as  soon 
as  it  was  dark.  Captain  Smith  pushed  off  from 
the  ship  in  a  boat,  with  a  half-pike  for  an  oar, 
hoping  to  reach  the  shore.  But  he  fell  upon  a 
siroog  current  which  carried  him  out  to  sea,  where 
he  was  exposed  to  great  danger,  in  a  small,  crazy 
boat,  when  the  storm  was  so  vicrfent  as  to  strew 
the  coast  with  wrecks.  Twelve  hours  he  passed 
in  tUs  feaifiil  state,  expecting  every  moment  to  be 
swallowed  up  by  the  waves ;  till  by  the  returaiag 
tide  he  was  thrown  upon  a  marshy  island,  where 
he  was  found  by  some  fowlers,  nearly  drowned 
and  totally  exhausted  with  cold,  fatigue,  and  hun- 
ger. By  pawning  his  boat,  he  found  the  means 
of  conveyance  to  Rochelle,  where  he  learned 
that  the  ship  which  had  Raptured  him,  with  one 
of  her  prixes  had  been  driven  ashore,  and  the 
captain  and  one  half  the  crew  drowned. 

On  landing  at  Rochelle,  he  lodged,  a  complaint 
with  the  Judge  of  the  Admiralty,  and  supported 
his  claims  by  the  evidence  of  some  of  the  sailors, 
who  had  escaped  from  the  wreck  of  the  French 
ship..  We  are  oot  informed  what  was  the  final 
result  of  this  process;  but  he  received  from  the 
bands  of  the  Judge  a  certificate  of  the  truth  of 
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his  statement,  which  he  presented  to  the  English 
ambassador  at  Bordeaux.  Both  at  this  place 
and  Rochelle  he  found  much  sympathy,  and 
received  many  friendly  offices ;  among  others,  he 
says,  "the  good  lady  Madam  Chanoyes  bounti- 
fully assisted  me/'  He  returned  to  England,  we 
are  not  told  at  what  time,  but  probably  in  the  lat- 
ter part  of  the  year  1615,  and,  proceeding  to 
Plymouth,  took'  measures  to  punish  the  ringleaders 
of  the  mutiny  among  his  crew. 

While  he  had  been  detained  on  board  the 
French  pirate,  in  order,  as  he  says,  "  to  keep  my 
perplexed  thoughts  from  too  much  meditation  of 
my  miserable  estate,"  he  employed  himself  in 
writing  a  narrative  of  his  two  voyages  to  New 
England,  and  an  account  of  .4he  country.  This 
was  published  in  a  quarto  form,  in  June,  1616. 
It  contained  his  map  of  the  country,  and  the  de- 
positions of  some  of  the  men,  who  were  on  board 
his  ship,  when  he  was  detained  and  carried  off  by 
the  French,  mserted,  as  he  says,  "  lest  my  own 
relations  of  those  hard  events  might  by  some  con- 
structors be  made  doubtful,  envy  still  seeking  to 
scandiilize  my  endeavors,  and  seeing  no  power 
but  death  can  stop  the  chat  of  ill  tongues."  As 
a  proof  of  his  indefatigable  zeal  in  the  promotion 
of  his  favorite  object,  he  spent  the  whole  summer 
in  journeying  about  in  the  West  of  Englatid,  dis- 
tributing copies  of  this  book  (seven  thousand  in 
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J  jrn«r,tg  b>  his  on  aooonnt,)  amoDg  aO 
of  9BJ  moftej  and  cndeaTonug  to  awaken 
IB  ioBBRSl  ia  tiie  sobfed  of  aettfiBg  Ammca. 
Boc  ^  sij^  '^  aZ  availed  m  more  than  Uf  hew 
vidft  optcr-sbeik,''  ao  dpsponding  were 
of  naea  on  acjwut  of  the  iU-soccess 
vzkft  had  atigikd  ao  mDj  enterpiises  of  that 
■anac  He  reaped,  hovrevcr,  an  abandant  har- 
vest cf  pnnsises,  and  the .  FljiOQatfa  company,  ia 
tc^en  of  cbesr  respect  tar  his  serrices,  fiumallj 
cosieiRd  upon  him  the  title  of  Admiral  of  Hew 

Captain  Smith's  voik  on  New  England  was 
the  £iat  to  recommend  that  country  as  a  place  of 
aettiementy  and  to  disahgae  the  puUic  mind  of  the 
aroneoos  impressioos  which  had  arisen  from  the 
<&mal  aoooonts  of  the  settleis,  who  had  returned 
after  the  ^ure  of  Popham's  expedition^^and  who 
had  represented  the  whole  country  as  a. cold, 
rodiy,  and  barren  waste.  It  is  evidently  written 
in  the  spirit  of  an  advocate,  and  not  of  a  judge, 
and  is  tinged  throughout  with  the  sangume  tem- 
perament oT  its  author.  Still  it  is  n^ver  vkiouary 
or  wild ;  it  is  fiiU  of  good  sense,  accurate  observa- 
tioo,  and  a  sagadty  that  sometimes  almost  asGt]in<e$ 
the  shape  of  prophecy.  No  one  can  read  it  with- 
out admiratian  of  this  extraordinaty  man,  in  whom 
the  powers  of  action,  reflection,  and  (^xiervation 
were  so  harmoniously  blended.        ^  ~ 
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CHAPTER  XVI, 

Fistt  of  Pocahontas  to  England,  —  Captam 
SbrUth'i  i^tevpiew  mth  her.  —  Death  of  Pocor 
hontas^ 

The  order  of  events  in  the  life  of  Captain 
Smith  again  associates  him  with  Pocahontas.  Af- 
ter his  departure  from  Virginia  she  continued 'tp  be 
the  firm  frieiid  of  the  settlers^  as  before.  In  1610, 
when  Ratclifie  and  thirty  men  were  cut  off  by 
Powhatan,  a  boy  named  Henry  Spiknan  was 
saved  by  her  means,  and  lived  many  years^  among 
the  Potomacs.  We  next  hear  of  her  in  1612, 
when  Captain  Argall,  who  had  gone  on  a  trading 
voyage  to  the  country  of  the  Potomacs,  learnt 
from  Japazaws,  their  chief,  that  she  was  living  in 
seclusion  near  hi^i,  having  forsaken  her  father's 
dominions  and  protection. 

We  are  not  informed  of  the  reasons  which  in- 
duced her  to  take  this  step.  It  has  been  conjec- 
tured that  hef  well-known  afiectbn  for  the  Eng- 
lish had  giveu  dbpleasure  t6  ker  &tber,  or  that 
her  sipnsibility  was  pained  at  witnessmg  the 
bloody  wars  which  be  waged  agaJM^^  them«  with- 
out her  having  the  power  ,of  alleviating  their 
horrors.  When  Captain  Argall  heard  of  this,  he 
perceived  how   advantageous  to  the    settlors  it 
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would  be  to  obtain  possession  of  her  peraoD,  and 
that  so  valuable  a  prize  would  enable  tbem  to 
dictate  their  own  terms  to  Powhatan.  He  pre- 
vailed upon  Japazaws  to  lend  him  his  assistance 
in  this  project,  by  that  most  irresistible  bribe  in  an 
Indian's  eyes,  a  copper  kettle ;  assuring  him  at  tlie 
same  time  that  she  should  not  be  harmed,  and 
that  they  would  detain  her  only  till  they  had  con- 
cluded a  peace  with  her  father.  The  next  thing 
was  to  induce  her  to  go  on  board  Argall's  ship, 
and  the  arti6ce  by  which  this  was  brought  about, 
b  curious  and  characteristic  of  the  Indian  race. 
Japazaws  ordered  his  wife  to  afl^t,  in  the  pres- 
ence of  Pocahontas,  a  great  desire  to  visit  the 
English  ship;  which  she  accordingly  did,  and 
acted  her  part  so  well,  that  when  he  refused  to 
gratify  her  and  threatened  to  beat  her  for  her'  ini- 
portunity,  she  cried  from  apparent  vexation  and 
disappointment.  Wearied  at  last  by  her  exces- 
sive entreaties,  he  told  her  that  he  would  go  with 
her  if  Pocahontas  would  consent  to  accompany 
them,  to  which  proposal  she  with  unsuspecting 
good-nature  signified  her  assent.  They  were  re- 
ceived on  board  by  the  captain  and  hospitably 
entertained  in  the  cabin,  *^  Japazaws  treading  oft 
on  the  captain's  foot,  to  remember  he  had  done 
his  part."  When  Pocahontas  was  informed  that 
she  was  a  prisoner,  and  must  go  to  Jamestown  and 
be  detained  till  a  peace  could  be  concluded  with 
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her  fiKtber,  ^ifae  ivept  bitterly,  and  the  old  hypo- 
crite JFapazaws  and  bis  wife  set  up  a  most  dismal 
cry,  as  if  this  were  the  first  intimation  they  had 
ever  had  of  the  plot.  Pocahontas,  however,  soon 
rocoTered  her  composure,  either  from  the  sweet 
equanimity  of  ber  character,  or  because  she  felt 
that  her  reception  and  treatment  by  the  English 
Gould  not  be  any  thing  jaut  kind  and  friendly. 
The  old  couple  were  ^ent  home,  happy  in  the 
pos$ession  of  their  kettle  and  various  toys. 

As  soon  as  Pocahontas  arrived  at  Jamestown,  a 
messenger  was  despatched  to  Powhatan  informing 
bim  of  the  fact,  and  that  she  would  be  restored  to 
bim  only,  on  condition  that  he  should  give  up  all 
his  Engfoh  captives,  swords,  muskets,  and  the 
like.  This  was  sad  news  to  Powhatan ;  but  the 
demands  of  the  English  were  so  exorbitant,  that 
be  returned  no  answer  to  their  proposals  for  the 
space  of  three  months.  He  then  liberated  and  sent 
borne  seven  of  his  captives,  each  carrying  a  rusty, 
worn-out  musket,  with  a  message,  that  if  they 
would  give  up  his  daughter,  he  would  make  satis- 
&ction  for  all  the  injuries  he  had  done,  present 
them  with  five  hundred  bushels  of  com,  and  ever 
be  their  friend.  It  was  not  thought  expedient 
to  trust  to  his  promises ;  and  an  answer  was 
accordingly  retiuned  to  him,  that  his  daughter 
should  be  well  treated,  but  that  they  should  not 
restore  her  till  he  sent  back  all  the  arms  which  he 
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lad  ever,  by  any  means,  obtained  from  tbem. 
Cbis  displeased  Powbatan  so  macb,  cliat  they 
leard  no  more  from  bim  for  a  long  time. 

In  tbe  beginning  of  tbe  year  1613,  Sir  Thomas 
i>aley  taking  Pocahontas  with  ium,  maidied  with 
i  hundred  and  fifty  men  to  Werovocoraoeo  in- 
ending  to  compel  Powbatan  to^  ransom  his  dac^h- 
er  on  the  proposed  tenn&  The  chief  hinself  did 
lot  appear ;  but  bis  pei^le  received  the  English 
irith  scornful  bravadoes,  telling  tbeih,  that  if-  tliey 
ame  to  fight,  they  were  welcooie,^  and  abould  be 
reated.  as  Cap^in  Ratclifie  and  bis  parly  bad 
leen.  These  were  not  words  to  *^tum  away 
irrath/'  and  tbe  boats  were  immedialiely  manned, 
nd  a  party  landed,  who  burned  and  laid  watste 
ivery  thing  they  could  find,  not  witbouC  resistance 
in  the  part  of  the  Indians.  After  this,  much  time 
^as  spent  in  fruitless  negotiation^  and  in  mutual 
eproaches  and  defiance.  Two  brothers  of  Poca- 
iontas  came  to  see  her,  and  were  very  bappy  to 
ind  her  well  and  contented.  Two  messengers, 
if  r.  John  Rolfe  and  Mr.  Sparks,  were  also  de- 
patched  fixMn  the  English  to  Powbatan.  Tbey 
id  not  see  the  duef  himself,  but  were  kindly  traat- 
d  by  Opechancanough,  who  promised  Aem  to 
se  his  influence  widi  his  brother  to  induce  Mm  to 
oroply  with  their  wishes.  Tfoe  English  Mttvrned 
>  Jamestown  to  attend  to  their  agrioultoral  labors 
rithout  hringbg  matleis  to  any  definite  result. 
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The  troubles  between  Powhatan  and  the  Eng- 
lish were  soon  to  be  healed  by  the  intervention 
of  a  certain  blind  god,  who,  if  tales  be  true,  has 
had  a  large  share  in  the  management  of  the  great- 
est coi)ceras  of  t^e  world.  A  mutual  attachment 
bad  long  existed  between  Pocahontas  and  Mr. 
John  Rolfe,  who  is  said  to  have  been  an  ^*  hon- 
est gentleman  and  of  good  behavior*"  He  had 
confided  his  hopes  and  fears  to  Sir  Thomas  Dale, 
who  gave  him  warm  encouragement ;  and  Poca- 
hontas had  also  "  told  her  love  *'  to  one  of  her 
brothers.  Powhatan  was  duly  informed  of  this, 
and  his  consent  requested  for  their  marriage, 
which  be  immediately  and  cheerfully  •  gave,  and 
sent  his  brother  and  two  of  bis  sods  to  be  present 
at  the  ceremony  and  to  act  as  bis  deputies* 

The  marriage  took  place  in  the  beginning  of 
April,  1613,  and  was  a  most  auspicious  event  to 
the  English.  It  laid  the  foundation  of  a  peaoe 
with  Powhatan,  which. lasted  as  long  as  his  life, 
and  secured  the  friendly  alliance,  of  the  Chicka- 
hominies,  a  brave  and  powerful  race,  who  con- 
sented to  call  themselves  subjects  of  King  James, 
to  assist  the  colonists  in  war,  and  to  pay  an  annu|il 
tribute  of  Indian  com. 

In  the  spring  of  1616,  Pocahontas  and  her  hus- 
band accompanijed  Sir  Thomas  Dale  to  England. 
She  had  learned  to  speak  English  during  her  resi- 
dence in  Jamestown,  had  been  instructed  in  the 
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doctrines  of  Christianity,  and  '^  was  become  veiy 
formal  and  civil  after  the  English  manner."  They 
arrived  in  England  on  the  12th  of  June,  1616, 
where  her  name  and  merits  had  preceded  her, 
and  secured  her  the  attentions  and  hospitalities 
of  many  persons  of  rank  and  influence.  As  soon 
as  Captain  Smith  heard  of  her  arrival,  he  address- 
ed the  following  letter  to  Queen  Anne,  the  wife 
of  James  the  First« 

*'  Th  the  most  high  and  virtuous  Princess  Queen 
Anne. of  Great  Britain. 
*^  Most  adQiired  Queen, 
"  The  love  I  belur  my  God,  my  king,  and  coun- 
try, hath  so  oft  emboldened  me  in  the  worst  of  ex- 
treme dangers,  that  now  honesty  doth  constrain 
me  to  presume  thus  far  beyond  myself,  to  pre- 
sent your  majesty  this  short  discourse.  If  ingrati- 
tude be  a  deadly  poison  to  all  honest  virtues,  I 
must  be  guilty  of  that  crune,*  if  I  should  omit  any 
means  to  be  thankful.  So  it  is,  that  some  ten  years 
ago,  being  in  Virginia,  and  taken  prisoner  by  the 
power  of  Powhatan,  their  chief  king,  I  received 
from  this  great  savage  exceeding  great  courtesy, 
especially  from  his  son  Nantequas,  the  most  manli- 
est, comeliest,  boldest  spirit,  lever  feaw  in  a  savage, 
and  his  sister  Pocahontas,  the  king's  most  dear 
and  well-beloved  daughter,  being  but  a  child  of 
twelve  or  thirteen  years  of  age,  whose  compas- 
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sionate,  pitiful  heart,  of  desperate  estate,  gave  me 
much  cause  to  respect  her ;  I  being  the  first 
Christian  this  proud  king  ^md  his  grim  attendants 
ever  saw ;  and  thus  enthralled  m  their  barbarous 
power,  I  cannot  say  I  felt  the  least  occasion  of 
want  that  was  in  the  power  of  those  my  mortal 
(oe^  to  prevent,  notwithstanding  all  their  threats. 

^^  After  some  six  weeks  fatting  amongst  those 
savage  courtiers,  at  the  minute  of  my  execution, 
she  hazarded  the  beating  out  of  her  own  brains  to 
save  mine ;  and  not  only  that,  but  so  prevailed 
with  her  father,  that  I  was  safely  conducted  to 
Jamestown,  where  I  found  about  eight  and  thirty 
miserable,  poor,  and  sick  creatures,  to  keep  pos- 
session of  all  those  large  territories  of  Virginia ; 
such  was  the  weakness  of  this  poor  common- 
wealth, as,  had  the  savages  not  fed  us,  we  direct- 
ly had  starved. 

^'  And  this  relief,  most  gracious  queen>  was 
commonly  brought  us  by. this  lady,  Pocahontas. 
Notwithstanding  all  these  passages  when  incon« 
stant  fortune  turned  our  peace  to  war,  this  tender 
virgin  would  still  not  spaire  to  da^e  to  visit  us ;  and 
by  her  our  jars  have  been  oft  appeased,  and  our 
wants  still  supplied.  Were  it  the  policy  of  her 
lather  thus  to  employ  her,  or  the  ordinance  of 
God  thus  to  make  her  his  instrument,  or  her  ex* 
traordinary  affection  to  our  nation,  I  know  not. 
-  But  of  this  I  am  sure  ;  when  her  father,  with  the 
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proposal,  Providence  held  out  to  liiiu  the  means 
of  making  his  escape,  without  any  violence  to 
hb  sense  of  justice,  or  any  degradation  to  his 
pride.  A  violent  storm  arose,  whose  '^  pitiless 
pehing  "  drove  all  the  people  below ;  and,  as  soon 
as  it  was  dark.  Captain  Smith  pushed  off  from 
the  ship  b  a  boat,  with  a  half-pike  for  an  oar, 
hoping  to  reach  the  shore.  But  he  fell  upon  a 
strong  current  which  carried  him  out  to  sea,  where 
be  was  exposed  to  great  danger,  in  a  small,  crazy 
boat,  when  the  storm  was  so  violent  as  to  strew 
the  coast  with  wrecks.  Twelve  hours  he  passed 
in  this  fearful  state,  expecting  every  moment  to  he 
swallowed  up  by  the  waves ;  till  by  the  returning 
tide  he  was  thrown  upon  a  marshy  island,  where 
he  was  found  by  some  fowlers,  nearly  drowned 
and  totally  exhausted  with  cold,  fatigue,  and  hun- 
ger. By  pawning  his  boat,  he  found  the-  means 
of  conveyance  to  Rochelle,  where  he  learned 
that  the  ship  which  had  Raptured  him,  with  one 
of  her  prizes  had  been  driven  ashore,  and  the 
captain  and  one  half  the  crew  drowned. 

On  landing  at  Rochelle,  he  lodged,  a  complaint 
with  the  Judge  of  the  Admiralty,  and  supported 
his  claims  by  the  evidence  of  some  of  the  sailors, 
who  had  escaped  from  the  wreck  of  the  French 
ship..  We  are  pot  infonned  what  was  the  final 
result  of  this  process;  but  he  received  from  the 
bands  of  the  Judge  a  certificate  of  the  truth  of 
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his  statement,  which  he  presented  to  the  English 
ambassador  at  Bordeaux.  Both  at  this  place 
and  Rochelle  he  found  much  sympathy,  and 
received  many  friendly  offices ;  among  others,  he 
says,  "the  good  lady  Madam  Chanoyes  bounti- 
fully assisted  me."  He  returned  to  England,  we 
are  not  told  at  what  time,  but  probably  in  the  lat- 
ter part  of  the  year  1615,  and,  proceeding  to 
Plymouth,  took'  measures  to  punish  the  ringleaders 
of  the  mutiny  among  his  crew. 

While  he  had  been  detained  on  board  the 
French  pirate,  in  order,  as  he  says,  "  to  keep  my 
perplexed  thoughts  from  too  much  meditation  of 
my  miserable  estate,"  he  employed  himself  in 
writing  a  narrative  of  his  two  voyages  to  New 
England,  and  an  account  of.4he  country.  This 
was  published  in  a  quarto  Torm,  in  June,  1616. 
It  contained  his  map  of  the  country,  and  the  de- 
positions of  some  of  the  men,  who  were  on  board 
his  ship,  when  he  was  detained  and  carried  off  by 
the  French,  inserted,  as  he  says,  "  lest  my  own 
relations  of  those  hard  events  might  by  some  con- 
structors be  made  doubtful,  envy  still  seeking  to 
scandiilize  my  endeavors,  and  seeing  no  power 
but  death  can  stop  the  chat  of  ill  tongues."  As 
a  proof  of  his  indefatigable  zeal  in  the  promotion 
of  his  favorite  object,  he  spent  the  whole  summer 
in  journeying  about  in  the  West  of  Englahd,  dis- 
tributing copies  of  this  book  (seven  thousand  in 
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muBbety  aooordiDg  to  Us  awn  aooouDt,)  among  aD 
pefsODS  of  any  note,  and  endeaToring  to  awaken 
an  inteiest  in  the  subject  of  aectfiag  Amenca. 
But,  be  says,  "  all  ^Tailed  no  more  than  Uf  hew 
rocks  with  oyster-shells,"  so  dpsponding  were 
the  minds  of  men  on  account  of  the  ill-success 
which  had  attended  so  many  enterprises  of  that 
nature.  He  reaped,  ^however,  an  abondant  har- 
vest of  promises,  and  the.  Plymouth  company,  in 
token  of  their  respect  for  his  services,  formally 
conferred  upon  him  the  title  of  Admiral  of  Hew 
England. 

Captain  Smith's  wwk  on  New  England  was 
the  first  to  recommend  that  country  as  a  place  of 
setdement,  and  to  disabuse  the  public  mind  of  the 
erroneous  impressions  which  had  arisen  from  the 
dismal  accounts  of  the  settlers,  who  bad  returned 
after  the  failure  of  Pogham's  expedkioo,^and  who 
had  represented  the  whole  country  as  a .  cold, 
rocky,  and  barren  waste.  It  is  evidently  written 
in  the  spirit  of  an  advocate,  «nd  not  of  a  judge, 
and  is  tinged  throughout  with  the  sanguine  tem- 
perament or  its  author.  Still  it  is  nf  ver  vvsionary 
or  wild ;  it  is  full  of  good  seosOx  accurate  observa- 
tion, and  a  sagacity  that  sometimes  almost  as^mies 
the  shape  of  prophecy.  No  one  can  read  it  with- 
out admiration  of  this  extraordioiEiy  man,  in  whom 
the  powers  of  action,  reflection,  and  (^xiervation 
were  so  harmoniously  blended.       ( ~ 
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CHAPTER  XVI, 

Fistt  of  Pocahontas  to  England.  —  Captain 
Smithes  IntexpUw  with  Aer,  —  Death  of  Pocor 
honta$^ 

The  order  of  events  in  the  life  of  Captain 
Smith  agaun  associates  him  with  Pocahontas.  Af- 
ter his  departure  from  Virginia  she  continued 'tp  be 
the  firm  frieild  of  the  settlers^  as  before.  In  1610, 
when  Ratcljffe  and  thirty  men  were  cut  o^  by 
Powhatan^  a  boy  named  Henry  Spilman  was 
saved  by  her  means,  and  lived  many  years,  among 
the  Potomacs.  We  next  hear  of  her  in  1612, 
when  Captain  Argall,  who  had  gone  on  a  trading 
voyage  to  the  country  of  the  Potomacs,  learnt 
from  Japazaws,  their  chief,  that  she  was  living  in 
seclusion  near  hlpo,  having  forsaken  her  father's 
dominions  and  prate.etion. 

We  are  hot  informed  of  the  reasons  which  in- 
duced her  to  take  this  step.  It  has  been  conjec- 
tured that  her  wbll-known  affection  for  the  Eng- 
lish had  given  displeasure  td  ber  &ther,  or  that 
her  sensibility  was  pained  at  witnessing  the 
bloody  wars  which  he  waged  against  them,  with- 
out her  having  the  power  ,of  alleviating  their 
horrors.  When  Captain  Argall  heard  of  this,  he 
perceived  how   advantageous  to  the    settlers  it 
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e  OS  iar.uii  yiwnnM  of  her  penon,  and 
ntt  90  T^uaoie  %  prtae  wosM  enable  tbem  to 
nctacB  ziar  :w^  teens  to  IVmlutin.  He  [ire- 
Tiued  xscaiL  Jinnszvs  to  Iom!  him  his  assistance 
in  ziis  TFznscz.  bj  :fiac  bmbT  kressdfale  bcibe  in  aa 
Iiidan's  ev^Sw  a  cccocr  kecrie ;  aasarin^  him  at  the 
same  znat  nat  ^se  ^lould  aOL  be  banned,  and 
:j!ic  ney  vculi:  ientfn  her  oolv  tlD  thej  hsd  con- 
ciutfeu  a  peace  w^xh  ber  feher.  The  next  thiog 
w  X)  kiiuee  her  lo  so  <m  boaid  AigaH's  ship, 
aa«f  r:e  artjSce  br  which  this  was  brought  about, 
is  ninctB  and  cbaiacteristic  of  die  Indian  race. 
Japaxaws  ordered  hs  wife  to  aflect,  in  the  pres- 
ecce  of  FocahoctaSy  a  great  deare  to  visit  the 
Ec^'!^  sL'p;  which  she  accordinglj  did,  and 
acted  her  part  so  well,  that  when  he  refused  to 
£rati^  her  and  threatened  to  beat  her  for  her'  im- 
pommitT,  she  cried  from  apparent  vexation  and 
d^ppotntment.  Wearied  at  last  bj  her  exces- 
s^Te  entreaties,  he  told  her  that  he  would  go  with 
her  if  Pocahontas  would  consent  to  accompany 
them,  to  which  proposal  she  with  unsuspecting 
good-natnre  signified  her  assent.  They  were  re- 
ceived on  board  by  the  captain  and  hospitably 
entertained  in  the  cabin,  *^  Japazaws  treading  oft 
on  the  captain's  foot,  to  remember  he  had  done 
hb  part."  When  Pocahontas  was  informed  that 
she  was  a  prisoner,  and  must  go  to  Jamestown  and 
be  detained  till  a  peace  could  be  concluded  with 
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her  firtber,  ^be  wept  bitterly,  and  the  old  hypo- 
crite Japazaws  and  bis  wife  set  up  a  most  dismal 
cry,  as  if  this  were  the  first  intimation  they  bad 
ever  had  of  the  plot.  Pocahontas,  however,  soon 
recovered  her  composure,  either  from  the  sweet 
equanimity  of  ber  character,  or  because  she  felt 
that  ber  reception  and  treatment  by  the  English 
could  not  be  any  thing  but  kind  and  friendly. 
The  old  couple  were  jsent  home,  happy  in  the 
pos3ession  of  their  kettle  and  various  toys. 

As  soon  as  Pocahontas  arrived  at  Jamestown,  a 
messenger  was  despatched  to  Powhatan  informing 
bim  of  the  fact,  and  that  she  would  be  restored  to 
bim  only  on  condition  that  he  should  give  up  all 
his  Engli3h  captives,  swords,  muskets,  and  the 
like*  This  was  sad  news  to  Powhatan ;  but  the 
demands  of  the  English  were  so  exorbitant,  that 
he  returned  no  answer  to  their  proposals  for  the 
space  of  three  months.  He  then  liberated  and  sent 
home  seven  of  his  captives,  each  carrying  a  rusty, 
wom-out  musket,  with  a  message,  that  if  they 
would  give  up  his  daughter,  he  would  make  satis- 
faction for  all  the  injuries  he  had  done,  present 
them  with  five  hundred  bushels  of  com,  and  ever 
be  their  firiend.  It  was  not  thought  expedient 
to  trust  to  his  promises ;  and  an  answer  was 
accordingly  returned  to  him,  ^at  his  daughter 
should  be  well  treated,  but  that  they  should  not 
restore  her  till  he  sent  back  all  the  arms  which  he 
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bad  ever,  by  any  means,  obtained  from  tbeoa. 
Tbb  displeased  Powhatan  so  mucb,  that  they 
heard  no  moie  from  him  for  a  long  time. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  16 13^  Sk  Thomas 
Dale,  taking  Pocahontas  urich  him^  marched  widi 
a  hundred  and  fifty  men  to  Werowoconioeo  in- 
tending  to  compel  Powhatan  to^  ransom  bis  dai^^ 
ter  on  the  proposed  terms.  The  chief  himself  «Kd 
not  appear ;  but  his  pe<^le  received  the  Ei^Ksh 
with  scornful  bravadoes,  telling  them,  that  if-  they 
came  to  fight,  they  were  welcome^^  and  should  be 
treated,  as  Captam  Ratclifie  and  his  party  had 
been.  These  were  not  words  to  *^tum  away 
wrath,''  and  the  boats  were  imraediatdy  manned, 
and  a  party  landed,  who  burned  and  laid  w&ste 
eveiy  thing  they  could  find,  not  without  resistance 
on  the  part  of  the  Indians.  After  this,  much  time 
was  spent  in  fruitless  negodadon,^  and  in  mutual 
reproaches  and  defiance.  Two  brothers  of  Poca- 
hontas came  to  see  her,  and  were  very  happy  to 
find  her  well  and  contented.  Two  messengers, 
Mr.  John  Rolfe  and  Mr.  Sparks,  were  also  de- 
j^tched  fixMn  the  English  to  Powhatan.  They 
did  not  aee  the  chief  himself,  but  were  kindly  (mat- 
ed by  Opechancanough,  who  promised  them  to 
use  his  influence  widi  his  brother  to  induce  liim  to 
comply  with  their  wbhes.  The  Englirii  wHnrned 
to  Jamestown  to  attend  to  their  agriouhoral  labors 
without  bringing  matters  to  any  definite  result. 
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The  troubles  between  Powhatan  and  the  Eng- 
lish were  soon  to  be  healed  by  the  intervention 
of  a  certain  blind  god,  who,  if  tales  be  true,  has 
had  a  large  share  in  ^e  management  of  the  great- 
est coi)cerns  of  t^e  world.  A  mutual  attachment 
had  long  existed  between  Pocahontas  and  Mr. 
John  Rolfe,  who  is  said  to  have  been  an  ^^  hon- 
est gentleman  and  of  good  behavion"  He  had 
confided  h'ls  hopes  and  fears  to  Sir  Thomas  Dale, 
who  gave  him  warm  encouragement ',  and  Poca- 
hontas had  also  **  told  her  love "  to  one  of  her 
brothers.  Powhatan  was  duly  informed  of  this, 
and  his  consent  requested  for  th^  marriage, 
which  be  immediately  and  cheerfully  •  gave,  and 
sent  his  brother  and  two  of  bis  sons  to  be  present 
at  the  ceremony  and  to  act  as  bis  deputies. 

The  marriage  took  place  in  the  beginning  of 
April,  1613,  and  was  a  most  auspicious  event  to 
the  English.  It  laid  the  foundation  of  a  peace 
with  Powhatan,  which. lasted  as  long  as  his  life, 
and  secured  the  Triendly  alliance,  of  the  Chicka- 
hominies,  a  brave  and  powerful  race,  who  con- 
sented to  call  themselves  subjects  of  King  James, 
to  assist  the  colonists  in  war,  and  to  pay  an  annufil 
tribute  of  Indian  corn. 

In  the  spring  of  1616,  Pocahontas  and  her  hus- 
band accompanijed  Sir  Thomas  Dale  to  England. 
She  had  learned  to  speak  English  during  her  resi- 
dence in  Jamestown,  had  been  instructed  in  the 
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doctnnes  of  Christianity^  and  '^  was  become  very 
formal  and  civil  after  the  English  manner."  They 
arrived  in  England  on  the  12th  of  June,  1616, 
where  her  name  and  merits  had  preceded  her, 
and  secured  her  the  attentions  and  hospitalities 
of  many  persons  of  jank  and  influence.  As  soon 
as  Captain  Smith  heard  of  her  arrival,  he  address- 
ed the  following  letter  to  Queen  Anne,  the  wife 
of  James  the  First, 

'*  To  the  most  high  and  virttums  Princess  Queen 
Anne  of  Great  Britain, 
*^  Most  adqiired  Queen, 
^^  The  love  I  bear  my  God,  my  king,  and  coun- 
try, hath  so  oft  emboldened  me  in  the  worst  of  ex« 
treme  dangers,  that  now  honesty  doth  constrain 
roe  to  presume  thus  iar  beyond  myself,  to  pre- 
sent your  majesty  this  short  discourse.  If  mgrati- 
tude  be  a  deadly  poison  to  all  honest  virtues,  I 
roust  be  guilty  of  that  crime,*  if  I  should  omit  any 
means  to  be  thankful.  So  it  is,  that  some  ten  years 
ago,  being  in  Virginia,  and  taken  prisoner  by  the 
power  of  Powhatan,  their  chief  king,  I  received 
from  this  great  savage  exceeding  great  courtesy, 
especially  from  his  son  Nantequas,  the  most  manli- 
est, comeliest,  boldest  spirit,  I  ever  feaw  in  a  savage, 
and  his  sister  Pocahontas,  the  king's  most  dear 
and  well-beloved  daughter,  being  but  a  child  of 
twelve  or  thirteen  years  of  age,  whose  compas- 
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sionate,  pitiful  heart,  of  desperate  estate,  gave  me 
much  cause  to  respect  her;  I  being  the  first 
Christian  this  proud  king  iind  his  grim  attendants 
ever  saw ;  and  thus  enthralled  in  their  barbarous 
power,  I  cannot  say  I  felt  the  least,  occasion  of 
want  that  was  in  the  power  of  those  my  mortal 
foe$  to  prevent,  notwithstanding  all  their  threats. 

^'  After  som6  six  weeks  fatting  amongst  those 
savage  courtiers,  at  the  minute  of  my  execution, 
she  hazarded  the  beating  out  of  her  own  brains  to 
save  mine ;  and  not  only"  that,  but  so  prevailed 
with  her  father,  that  I  was  safely  conducted  to 
Jamestown,  where  I  found  about  eight  and  thirty 
miserable,  poor,  and  sick  creatures,  to  keep  pos- 
session of  all  those  large  territories  of  Virginia ; 
such  was  the  weakness  of  this  poor  common- 
wealth, as,  had  the  savages  not  fed  us,  we  direct- 
ly had  starved.. 

^'  And  this  relief,  most  gracious  queen,  was 
commonly  brought  us  by. this  lady,  Pocahontas. 
Notwithstanding  all  these  passages  when  incon* 
stant  fortune  turned  our  peace  to  war,  this  tender 
virgin  would  still  not  spaire  to  da^  to  visit  us ;  and 
by  her  our  jars  have  been  oft  appeased,  and  our 
wants  still  supplied.  Were  it  the  policy  of  her 
father  thus  to  employ  her,  or  the  ordbance  of 
God  thus  to  make  her  his  instrument,  or  her  ex* 
traordinary  affection  to  our  nation,  I  know  not, 
-  But  of  this  I  am  sure  ;  when  her  father,  with  the 
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dians  had  chilled  the  zeal  of  the  Plymouth  com- 
pany.* But  by  the  iudefatigable  exertions  of 
Captain  Sroith,  and  the  liberal  assistance  of  Six 
Ferdinando  Goi^es,  Dr.  Sutliffe,  Dean  of  Exeter, 
and  others^  two  ships  were  prepared  and  equipped, 
one  of  two  hundred  tons,  and  the  other  of  fifty, 
in  which,  besides  seamen,  there  were  sixtieen  men 
destined  to  remain  as  settlers. 

They  set  sail  in  March ;  but,  after  they  had 
gone  about  a  hundred  and  twenty  leagues,  they 
encountered  a  violent  storm,  which  separated  the 
two  vessels,  dismasted  Captain  Smith's,  and  oblig- 
ed him  to  i^tum  under  a  jury-mast  to  Plymouth. 
His  consort,  commanded  by  Thomas  Dermer, 
meanwhile  proceeded  on  her  voyage,  and  return- 
ed with  a  profitable  cargo  in  August;  but  the 
object  of  the  enterprise,  which  was  to  effect  a 
permanent  settlement,  was  frustrated. 

Captain  Smith's  vessel  was  probably  found  to 
be  so  much  shattered  as  to  render  it  inexpe- 
dient to  repair  her ;  for  we  ^find  that  he  set  sail 
a  second  time  finom.  Plymouth,  on  the  24th  of 
June,  in  a  small  hark  of  sixty  tons,  manned  by 
thirty  men,  and  carrying  with  him  the  saipe  six- 
teen settlers,  he  had  taken  before.  But  an  evil 
destiny  seemed  to  hang  over  this  enterprise,  and 

*  See  Prince's  ChrwwlogiecU  History  of  Aetr  Eng- 
tmmd,  p.  133,  ed.  18da  Belknap's  Life  of  Gorges,  in  his 
•^mericim  BiognqO^^  Vol.  1.  p.  358. 
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to  make  the  voyage  a  succession  of  disasters  and 
disappointments.  Soon  after  his  departure  he 
was  chased  by  an  English  pirate,  to  whom  his 
crew  importuned  him  to  surrender  without  resis- 
tance ;  which  however  he  disdained  to  do,  though 
be  had  only  four  guns  and  the  pirate  thirty-six. 
The  apprehensions  of  all  parties  were  soon  agree- 
ably and  singularly  dispersed  ;  for  Captain  Smith, 
on  speaking  with  her,  found  that  her  commander 
and  Some  of  his  crew  had  been  fellow-soldiers 
with  him  (probably  in  his  Turkish  campaigns), 
and  had  recently  run  away  with  the  ship  from 
Tunis. 

They  were  in  want  of  provisions  and  in  a  mu- 
tinous state,  and  offered  to  Captain  Smith,  either 
to  put  themselves  under  his  command,  or  to  carry 
him,  wherever  he  desired;  but  these  oSevs  were 
declined.  Near  Fayal,  he  met  with  two  French 
pirates,  one  of  two  hundred  tons  and  the  other  of 
thirty.  His  crew  -were  again  panic-stricken,  and 
would  have  surrendered  without  firing  a  gun  ;  but 
Captain  Smithy  whose  impetuous  valor  made  him 
dbregard  the  greatest  odds  against  him,  told  them 
th^t  he  would  rather  blow  up  the  ship,  than  yield 
while  he  had  any  powder  left.  After  a  running 
fight  he  contrived  to  make  his  escape. 

Near  Flores,  he  was  chased  and  overtaken 
by  four  French  men-of-war,  who  had  orders  from 
their  sovereign  to  make  war  upon  the  Spaniards 
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aod  Poitaguese  and  to  seiie  pintes  of  all  iiatioiis. 
At  the  oommaDd  of  the  admiral.  Captain  Smith 
went  oo  boaid  his  ship,  and  showed  him  his  com- 
misBioii  tmder  the  great  seal>  to  prove  that  he 
was  BO  pirate.  The  Frenchman  (as  it  was  his 
mterest  to  preTent  anj  settlement  of  English  in 
New  England,  who  might  oompete-^itb  hvs  own 
coontiTmen  at  Acadia,  in  their  profitable  trade 
with  the  natives),  in  open  defiance  of  the  laws  of 
nations,  detained  him  prisoner,  plundered  his 
vessel,  manned  her  with  Frenchmen,  fo^d  dis- 
poned her  crew  among  the  s&velal  ships  of  the 
fleet.  But,  after  a  few  days,  they  gave  them  back 
their  vessel  and  the.  greats  part  of  their  pro^ 
ions,  and  Captain  Smith  made  preparations  for  con- 
tinuing his  voyagoj  though  a  great  many  of  the 
crew  were  desirous  of  gcnng  back  to  Plymouth.* 
But  before  they  parted  bom  the  French  fleet 
the  admiral  on  some  pretence  sent  for  Captain 
Smith  to  come  on  board  bis  ship,  which  he  did  ac- 
cordingly, alone.  While  be  was  there,  the  French 
ship,  seeing  a  strenge  sail,  gave  chase,  detiuning 
him  on  hoard  ;  and  during  the  next  night  the  dis- 
affected part  of  his  own  crew  entered  into  a  plot 
to  turn  their  ship's  head  homeward,  which 
they  accordingly  did,  the  sixteen  landsmen,  who 
were  going  out  as  settlers,  knowing  nothing  of  it, 
till  they  found  themselves  safe  at  Plymouth  again. 
The  abduction  of  Captain  Smith  by  the  French- 
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imii  was  undoubtedly  intentional,  being  caused, 
as  Smith  himself  says,  by  the  calumnies  cf  some 
of  his  own  crew,  who  were  anxious  to  be  rid  of 
*^him  and  return  home. 

Captain  Smith  soon  found  that  those  who  cap- 
tured hitn  were  no  better  than  pirates.  The  ad- 
miraFs  ship  was  separated  from  the  rest  of  the 
fleet  by  a  storm  and  followed  her  fortunes  alone^ 
Her  cruise  was  very  eventfiil  and  lucrative. 
Captain  Smith  had  the  misfortune  to  see  more 
than  one  English  ship  plundered,  without  any' 
means  of  preventing  it.  Whenever  they  fell  in 
with  one  c£  these,  they  confined  him  in  the  cab* 
in;  but  whenever  they  had  engagements  with 
Spanish  ships,  they  insisted  upon  his  fighting  with 
them.  Having  spent  the  summer  in  this  way, 
they  carried  him  to  Rochelle,  where,  notwith- 
standing their  promises  to  remunerate  him  for  all 
his  losses  by  giving  him  a  share  of  their  prizes, 
they  detamed  him  a  prisoner  on  board  a  vessel  in 
the  hari[)or. 

They  accused  him  of  having  burnt  the  French 
settlmnents  at  Port.  Royal  in  1613  (which  was 
the  act  of  Captain  Argall),*  and  endeavored  to 
compel  him  to  give  them  a  discharge  in  full  for 
all  demands  before  the  Judge  of  the  Admiralty, 
threatening  him  with  imprisonment  in  case  he 
refused.     While   he   was   deliberating  upon   this 

*  See  Holmes's  ^^merican  Annals,  for  the  year  1613. 
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proposal,  Providence  held  out  to  him  the  means 
of  making  his  escape,  without  anj  violence  to 
his  sense  of  justice,  or  any  degradation  to  bis 
pride.  A  violent  sUnrm  arose,  whose  ^^  pitiless 
pehing  "  drove  all  the  people  below ;  and,  as  soon 
as  it  was  dark.  Captain  Smith  pushed  off  from 
the  sbip  m  a  boat,  with  a  half-pike  for  an  oar, 
hoping  to  reach  the  shore.  But  he  fell  upon  a 
strong  current  which  carried  him  out  to  sea,  where 
he  was  exposed  to  great  danger,  in  a  small,  crazy 
boat,  when  the  storm  was  so  vident  as  to  strew 
the  coast  with  wrecks.  Twelve  hours  he  passed 
in  thb  fearful  state,  expecting  every  moment  to  be 
swallowed  up  by  the  waves ;  till  by  the  retumipg 
tide  he  was  thrown  upon  a  marshy  island,  where 
he  was  found  by  some  fowlers,  nearly  drowned 
and  totally  exhausted  with  cold,  fatigue,  and  hun- 
ger. By  pawning  his  boat,  he  found  the-  means 
of  conveyance  to  Rochelle,  where  he  learned 
that  the  sbip  which  had  faptured  him,  with  one 
of  her  prizes  had  been  driven  ashore,  and  the 
captain  and  one  half  the  crew  drowned. 

On  landing  at  RocheUe,  he  lodged,  a  complaint 
with  the  Judge  of  the  Admiralty,  and  supported 
his  claims  by  the  evidence  of  some  of  the  sailors, 
who  had  escaped  from  the  wreck  of  the  French 
ship..  We  are  pot  infonned  what  was  the  final 
result  of  this  process;  but  he  received  from  the 
bands  of  the  Judge  a  certificate  of  the  truth  of 
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his  statement,  which  he  presented  to  the  English 
ambassador  at  Bordeaux.  Both  at  this  place 
and  Rochelle  be  found  much  sympathy,  and 
received  many  friendly  offices ;  among  others,  he 
says,  "the  good  lady  Madam  Chanoyes  bounti- 
fully assisted  me."  He  returned  to  England,  we 
are  not  told  at  what  time,  but  probably  in  the  lat- 
ter part  of  the  year  1615,  and,  proceeding  to 
Plymouth,  took'  measures  to  punish  the  ringleaders 
of  the  mutiny  among  his  crew. 

While  he  had  been  detained  on  board  the 
French  pirate,  in  order,  as  he  says,  "  to  keep  my 
perplexed  thoughts  from  too  much  meditation  of 
my  miserable  estate,"  he  employed  himself  in 
writing  a  narrative  of  his  two  voyages  to  New 
England,  and  an  account  of.4he  country.  This 
was  published  in  a  quarto  form,  in  June,  1616. 
It  contained  his  map  of  the  country,  and  the  de- 
positions of  some  of  the  men,  who  were  on  board 
his  ship,  when  he  was  detained  and  carried  off  by 
the  French,  inserted,  as  he  says,  "  lest  my  own 
relations  of  those  hard  events  might  by  some  con^ 
structors  be  made  doubtful,  envy  still  seeking  to 
scandalize  my  endeavors,  and  seeing  no  power 
but  death  can  stop  the  chat  of  111  tongues."  As 
a  proof  of  his  indefatigable  zeal  in  the  promotion 
of  his  favorite  object,  he  spent  the  whole  summer 
in  journeying  about  in  the  West  of  Englahd,  dis- 
tributing copies  of  this  book  (seven  thousand  in 
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;  to  fab  own  aooount,)  among  aD 
of  iBT  KHe,  and  cndeaTonng  to  awaken 
m  the  soi^ect  of  settling  Ameiicau 
Bot,  be  sajs,  **  all  availed  no  more  than  ut  bew 
rocks  with  ofslcr-sheDs,"  m  desponding  were 
the  minds  of  men  on  aoooont  of  the  iU-«uccess 
which  had  ancmM  »  manj  eutcfpriscs  of  that 
■uore.  He  leaped,  ^boweTer,  an  abundant  har- 
fcst  of  promisesy  and  the.  Plymoath  company,  in 
token  of  their  reelect  fx  his  semces,  fiumallj 
cunfcucd  upon  him  the  title  of  Admiral  of  Hew 

Captain  Snuth's  woik  on  New  England  was 
the  fina  to  recommend  that  country  as  a  place  of 
aetdementy  and  to  djsahtwe  the  puUic  mind  of  the 
euuneuus  impvessions  which  had  arisen  finom  the 
dismal  accounts  of  the  settleis,  who  had  retunied 
after  the  friliire  of  Popham's  expeditioo/and  who 
had  represented  the  whole  country  as  a. cold, 
rocky,  and  barren  waste.    It  is  evideotly  written 
in  the  spirit  of  an  advocate,  and  not  of  a  judge, 
and  is  tin^  thtou^ioiit  with  the  sanguine  tem- 
perament oT  its  author.    Still  it  is  n^ ver  visiODary 
or  wild ;  it  is  fidl  of  good  sense,,  accurate  observa* 
tioo,  and  a  sagacity  that  sometiines  almost  as^m.es 
the  shape  of  prophecy.     No  one  can  read  it  with- 
out admir^ion  of  this  extraordinaiy  man,  ia  whom 
the  powos  of  action,  reflectioq,  and  observation 
were  so  harmoniously  blepded.       (- 
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CHAPTER  XVL 

Fisit  of  Pocahontas  ta  England.  —  Captatn 
Smithes  Interview  vnth  Aer,  —  Death  of  Pocor 
hontas* 

The  order  of  events  in  the  life  of  Captain 
Smith  agaun  associates  him  with  Pocahontas.  Af- 
ter his  departure  from  Virginia  she  continued 'tp  be 
the  firm  frieild  of  the  settlers^  as  before.  In  1610, 
when  Ratcliffe  and  thirty  men  were  cut  o#*  by 
Powhatan^  a  boy  named  Henry  Spilman  was 
saved  by  her  means,  and  lived  many  years^  among 
the  Potoraacs.  We  next  hear  of  her  in  1612, 
when  Captain  Argall,  who  had  gone  on  a  trading 
voyage  to  the  country  of  the  Potomacs,  learnt 
from  Japazaws,  then*  chief,  that  she  was  living  in 
seclusion  near  hij(n,  having  forsaken  her  father's 
dominions  and  protection. 

We  are  not  informed  of  the  reasons  which  in- 
duced her  to  take  this  step.  It  has  been  conjec- 
tured that  her  wbll-known  affection  for  the  Eng- 
lish had-  given  displeasure  to  ber  &ther,  or  that 
her  si^nsibility  was  pained  at  witnessing  the 
bloody  wars  which  he  waged  against  them^  with- 
out her  having  the  power  ,of  alleviating  their 
horrors.  When  Captain  Argall  heard  of  this,  he 
perceived  how   advantageous  to  the    settlers  it 
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vould  be  to  obcaio  |KHBPwioD  of  her  penon,  and 
that  9o  valuable  a  priie  wouy  eoahle  tbem  io 
dictate  their  own  tenns  to  Povdntui.  He  pre- 
vailed opoD  JapaiBvs  to  lend  hkn  he  assistaiice 
io  this  project,  bj  that  most  uifsisiitile  bribe  in  ao 
lodian^s  ejes,  a  copper  kettle ;  assanng  him  at  the 
same  time  that  she  should  not  be  haimed,  and 
that  thej  would  detain  her  only  tiU  they  hsd  coo- 
cluded  a  peace  with  her  &ther.  The  next  thing 
was  to  induce  her  to  go  oo  board  Argall's  ship, 
and  the  artifice  hj  which  this  was  brought  about, 
B  curious  and  characteristic  of  the  Indian  race. 
Japazaws  ordered  hb  wife  to  aflfect,  in  the  pres- 
ence of  Pocahontas,  a  great  desire  to  visit  the 
Englbh  ship;  which  she  accordingly  did,  and 
acted  her  part  so  well;,  that  when  he  refused  to 
gratify  her  and  threatened  to  beat  her  for  her'  im- 
portunity, she  cried  from  apparent  vexation  and 
disappointment.  Wearied  at  last  by  her  exces- 
bive  entreaties,  he  told  her  that  be  would  go  with 
her  if  Pocahontas  would  consent  to  accompany 
them,  to  which  proposal  she  with  unsuspecting 
good-nature  signified  her  assent.  They  were  re- 
ceived on  board  by  the  captain  and  hospitably 
entertained  in  the  cabin,  "  Japazaws  treading  oft 
on  the  captain's  foot,  to  remember  he  had  done 
his  part."  When  Pocahontas  was  informed  that 
she  was  a  prisoner,  and  must  go  to  Jamestown  and 
be  detained  till  a  peace  could  be  concluded  with 
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her  fiitber,  ^he  wept  (bitterly,  and  the  old  hypo- 
crite Jkpazaws  and  Jbis  wife  set  up  a  most  dismal 
cry,  as  if  this  were  the  first  intimation  they  had 
ever  bad  of  the  plot.  Pocahontas,  however,  soon 
recovered  her  composure,  either  from  the  sweet 
equanimity  of  her  character,  or  hecause  she  felt 
that  her  reception  and  treatment  by  the  English 
could  not  be  any  thing  but  kind  and  friendly. 
The  old  couple  were  jsent  home,  happy  in  the 
possession  of  their  kettle  and  various  toys. 

As  soon  as  Pocahontas  arrived  at  Jamestown,  a 
messenger  was  despatched  to  Powhatan  informing 
him  of  the  faet,  and  that  she  would  be  restored  to 
him  only  on  condition  that  he  should  give  up  all 
his  English  captives,  swords,  muskets,  and  the 
like*  This  was  sad  news  to  Powhatan ;  but  the 
demands  of  the  English  were  so  exorbitant,  that 
he  returned  no  answer  to  their  proposals  for  the 
space  of  three  months.  He  then  liberated  and  sent 
home  seven  of  his  captives,  each  carrying  a  rusty, 
worn-out  musket,  with  a  message,  that  if  they 
would  give  up  his  daughter,  he  would  make  satis- 
&ction  for  all  the  injuries  he  had  done,  present 
them  with  five  hundred  bushels  of  com,  and  ever 
be  their  friend.  It  was  not  thought  expedient 
to  trust  to  his  promises ;  and  an  answer  was 
accordingly  returned  to  him,  that  his  daughter 
should  be  well  treated,  but  that  they  should  not 
restore  her  till  he  sent  back  all  the  arms  which  he 
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_  oouftd  inLiiac^ 
t  rftaelniiJMi  Afier  tkb,  mocfa  ikne 
ia  ftnhkas  ■egocnbon,  and  io  tootoal 
wmA  defimcae.  Tm>  kodns  of  Poca- 
K  b>  aee  her,  and  woe  way  h^ppy  to 
find  her  veS  and  coatenlBd.  Two  meswogers, 
Mr.  Jofaa  Rolfe  aad  Mr.  SpariEs,  were  dso  de- 
spatched from  die  Ea^Utk  to  Powhatan*  Tbej 
^  not  see  die  dnefhioBel^  hot  were  kindly  trea^ 
ed  fay  OpechaDcanoagfa,  who  piomised  them  to 
ore  his  iaiaenoe  with  his  fanAer  to  indBco  Mm  to 
oomply  with  their  wishes.  The  Englhdi  vettamed 
to  Jamestown  to  attend  to  their  agriouhiml  Ubors 
widioat  bringing  matteis  to  any  definite  result. 
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The  troubles  between  Powhatan  and  the  Eng« 
lish  were  soon  to  be  healed  by  the  intervention 
of  a  certain  blind  god,  who,  if  tales  be  true,  has 
had  a  large  share  in  the  management  of  the  great- 
est coi)cems  of  t^e  world.  A  mutual  attachment 
had  long  existed  between  Pocahontas  and  Mr. 
John  Rolfe,  who  is  said  to  have  been  an  **  hon- 
est gentleman  and  of  good  behavior."  He  bad 
confided  his  hopes  and  fears  to  Sir  Thomas  Dale, 
who  gave  him  warm  encouragement ;  and  Poca- 
hontas had  also  "  told  her  love "  to  one  of  her 
brothers.  Powhatan  was  duly  informed  of  this, 
and  his  consent  requested  for  their  marriage, 
which  be  immediately  and  cheerfully « gave,  and 
sent  his  brother  and  two  of  bis  sons  to  be  present 
at  the  ceremony  and  to  act  as  bis  deputies. 

The  marriage  took  place  in  tbe  beginning  of 
April,  1613,  and  was  a  most  auspicious  event  to 
the  English.  It  laid  the  foundation  of  a  peaoe 
with  Powhatan,  which. lasted  as  long  as  his  life, 
and  secured  the  Triendly  alliance,  of  the  Chicka- 
hominies,  a  brave  and  powerful  race,  who  con- 
sented to  call  themselves  subjects  of  King  James, 
to  assist  the  colonists  in  war,  and  to  pay  an  annufil 
tribute  of  Indian  com. 

In  the  spring  of  16X6,  Pocahontas  and  her  hus- 
band accompanijsd  Sir  Thomas  Dale  to  England. 
She  had  learned  to  speak  English  during  her  resi- 
dence in  Jamestown,  had  been  instructed  in  the 
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doctrioes  of  Christianity,  and  <^  was  become  very 
formal  and  civil  after  the  English  manner."  They 
arrived  in  England  on  the  12th  of  June,  1616, 
where  her  name  and  merits  had  preceded  her, 
and  secured  her  the  attentions  and  hospitalities 
of  .many  persons  of  rank  and  influence.  As  soon 
as  Captain  Smith  heard  of  her  arrival,  he  address- 
ed the  following  letter  to  Queen  Anne,  the  wife 
of  James  the  First, 

*'  To  the  most  high  and  virtuous  Princess  ^ueen 
Anne. of  Great  Britain. 
^<  Most  adj^ired  Queen, 
"  The  love  I  bear  my  God,  my  king,  and  coun- 
try, hath  so  oft  emboldened  me  in  the  worst  of  ex« 
treme  dangers,  that  now  honesty  doth  constrain 
me  to  presume  thus  far  beyond  myself,  to  pre- 
sent your  majesty  this  short  discourse.  If  ingrati- 
tude be  a  deadly  poison  to  all  honest  virtues,  I 
must  be  guilty  of  that  crime,' if  I  should  omit  any 
means  to  be  thankful.  So  it  is,  that  some  ten  years 
ago,  being  in  Virginia,  and  taken  prisoner  by  the 
power  of  Powhatan,  their  chief  king,  I  received 
from  this  great  savage  exceeding  great  courtesy, 
especially  from  his  son  Nantequas,  the  most  manli- 
est, comeliest,  boldest  spirit,  I  ever  feaw  in  a  savage, 
and  his  sister  Pocahontas,  the  king's  most  dear 
and  well-beloved  daughter,  being  but  a  child  of 
twelve  or  thirteen  years  of  age,  whose  compas- 
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sionate,  pitiful  heart,  of  desperate  estate,  gave  me 
much  cause  to  respect  her;  I  being  the  first 
Christian  this  proud  king  iuid  his  grim  attendants 
ever  saw ;  and  thus  enthralled  in  their  barbarous 
power,  I  cannot  say  I  felt  the  least;  occasion  of 
want  that  was  in  the  power  of  those  my  mortal 
foe$  to  prevent,  notwitlistanding  all  their  threats. 

^^  After  som6  six  weeks  fatting  amongst  those 
savage  courtiers,  at  the  minute  of  my  execution, 
she  hazarded  the  beating  out  of  her  own  brains  to 
save  mine ;  and  not  only  that,  but  so  prevailed 
with  her  father,  that  I  was  safely  conducted  to 
Jamestown,  where  I  found  about  eight  and  thirty 
miserable,  poor,  and  sick  creatures,  to  keep  pos-> 
Session  of  all  those  large  territories  of  Virginia ; 
such  was  the  weakness  of  this  poor  common- 
wealth, as,  had  the  savages  not  fed  us,  we  direct- 
ly had  starved. 

'^  And  this  relief,  most  gracious  queen,  was 
commonly  brought  us  by. this  lady,  Pocahontas. 
Notwithstanding  all  these  passages  when  incon- 
stant fortune  turned  our  peace  to  war,  this  tender 
virgin  would  still  not  spai:e  to  da^e  to  visit  us ;  and 
by  her  our  jars  have  been  oft  appeased,  and  our 
wants  still  supplied.  Were  it  the  policy  of  her 
father  thus  to  employ  her,  or  the  ordbance  of 
God  thus  to  make  her  his  instrument,  or  her  ex- 
traordinary affection  to  our  nation,  I  know  not. 
.  But  of  this  I  am  sure  ;  when  her  father,  with  the 
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Utmost  of  bis  policy  and  power,  sought  to  sinprise 
mCy  having  but  eighteen  with  me,  the  dark  night 
could  not  affright  her  from  coming  through  the 
irksome  woods,  and  with  watered  ejes  gave  me 
ixTtetligence,  with  her  best  advice  to  escape  his 
fury ;  which  had  be  known,  he  had  surdy  slain 
her.  Jamestown,  with  her  wild  train,  she  as  freely 
frequented,  as  her  father's  habitation ;  and,  dur- 
ing the  time  of  two  or  three  years,  she  next  under 
God  was  still  the  instrument  to  preserve  this 
colony  from  death,  famine,  and  utter  confusion, 
which  if  in  those  times  had  once  been  dbsolved, 
Virginia  might  have  lain  as  it  was  at  our  first 
arrival  to  this  day. 

**  Since  then,  this  business  havmg  been  turned 
and  varied  by  many  accidents  from  that  I  left  it 
at,  it  is  most  certain,  after  a  long  and  tfoublesome 
war  after  my  departure  betwixt  her  father  and 
our  colony,  all  which  time  she  was  not  heard 
of,  about  two  years  after  she  herself  was  taken 
prisoner ;  being  so  detained  near  two  years  longer, 
the  colony  by  that  means  was  relieved,  peace 
concluded,  and  at  last  rejecting  her  barbarous 
condition,  was  married  to  aq  English  gentleman, 
with  whom  at  present  she  is  in  England  ;  the 
first  Christian  ever  of  that  nation,  the  first  Vir- 
ginian ever  spake  English,  or  had  a  child  in  mar- 
riage by  an  Englishman,  a  matter  surely,  if  my 
meaning  be  truly  considered  and  well  understoodi 
worthy  a  prince's  understanding. 
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^^ThuSyinost  giacuous  lady,  I  have  related  to 
your  majesty,  what  at  your  best  leisure  our  ap- 
proved histories  will  account  you  at  large,  and 
dooe  ID  the  time  of  your  !^ajesty's  life ;  sjud 
however  this  migh^  be  presented  you  from  a  more 
worthy  pen,  it  cannot  comeNfrom  a  more  hoftest 
heart,  as  yet  I  never  begged  any  thing  of  the 
state. or  any;  and  it  is  my  want  of  ability  and 
her  :^xceeding  desert,  your  birlh,  means,  and  au- 
thority, her  birth,  virtue,  want,  and  simplicity 
ddth  make  me  thus  bold,  humbly  to  beseech  your 
majesty  to  take'  this  knowledge  of  her,  though 
it  be  from  one  so  unworthy  to  be  the  reporter  as 
myself,  her  husband's  estate  not  being  able  to 
make  her  fit  to  attend  your  majesty.  The  most 
and  least  I  can  do,  is  to  tell  you  this,  because 
none  hath  so  oft  tried  it  as  myself;  and  the  rather 
being  of  so  great  a  spirit,  however  her  stature. 
If  she  should  not  be  well  received,  seeing  this 
kingdom  may  rightly  have  a  kingdom  by  her 
means,  her  present  love  to  us  and  Christianity 
might  turn  to  \such  scorn  and  fury,  as  to  divert 
all  this  good  to  the  worst  of  evil ;  where  finding 
so  great  a  queen  should  do*  her  some  honor  more 
than  she  can  imagine,  for  being  so  kind  to  your 
servants  and  .subjects,  would  so  ravish  her  with 
content,  as  endear  her  dearest  blood  to  effect  that, 
your  majesty  and  all  the  king's  honest  subjects 
most  earnestly  desire.  And  so  I  humbly  kiss 
your  gracious  hands  " 
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tDd  Portuguese  and  to  seize  pirates  of  all  natioos. 
At  the  command  of  the  admiral,  Captain  Smith 
went  on  board  bis  ship,  and  showed  him  his  com- 
mission under  the  great  6eal>  to  prove  that  he 
was  no  pirate.     The  Frenchman  (as  it  was  his 
interest  to  prevent  an j  settlement  of  EIngltsh  in 
New  England,  who  might  compete^ith  his  own 
countrymen  at  Acadia,  in  their  profitable  trade 
with  the  natives),  in  open  defiance  of  the  laws  of 
nations,    detained    him    prisoner,    plundered    his 
vessel,  manned   her  wtth   Frenchmen,  |ind   dis- 
persed her  crew  among  the  several  ships  of  the 
fleet.    But,  after  a  few  days,  they  gave  them  back 
their  vessel  and  the.  greater  part  of  their  proviso 
ions,  and  Captain  Smith  made  preparations  for  con- 
tinuing his  voyage^  though  a  great  many  of  the 
crew  vi^ve  desirous  of  goibg  back  to  Plymouth.- 
But  before  they  parted  from  the  French  fleet 
the  admiral  on  some   pretence  sent  for  Captain 
Smith  to  come  on  board  his  ship,  which  he  did  ac- 
cordingly, alone.    While  he  was  there,  the  French 
ship,  seeing  a  stniiige  sail,  gave  chase,  detaining 
him  on  board  ;  and  during  thb  next  night  the  dis- 
afiected  part  of  his  own  crew  entered  into  a  plot 
to    turn    their    ship's    head    homeward,    which 
they  accordingly  did,  the  sixteen  landsmen^  who 
were  going  out  as  settlers,  knowing  nothing  of  it, 
till  they  found  themselves  safe  at  Plymouth  again. 
The  abduction  of  Captain  Smith  by  the  French- 
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man  W9a  undoubtedly  intentional,  being  caused, 
as  Smith  himself  says,  by  the  calumnies  cf  some 
of  his  own  crew,  who  were  anxious  to  be  rid  of 
^fatm  and  return  home. 

Captain  Smith  soon  found  that  those  who  cap«- 
tured  him  were  no  better  than  pirates.  The  ad- 
miraFs  ship  was  separated  from  the  rest  of  the 
fleet  by  a  stonn  and  followed  her  fortunes  alone. 
Her  cniise  was  yery  eventfiil  and  lucrative. 
Captain  Smith  had  the  misfortune  to  see  more 
than  one  English  ship  plundered,  without  any' 
means  of  preventing  it.  Whenever  they  fell  in 
with  one  of  these,  they  confined  him  m  the  cab* 
in;  but  whenever  they  had  engagements  with 
Spanish  ships,  they  insisted  upon  his  fighting  with 
them.  Having  spent  the  summer  in  this  way, 
they  carried  him  to  Rochelle,  where,  notwith- 
standing their  promises  to  remunerate  him  for  all 
his  losses  by  giving  him  a  share  of  their  prizes, 
they  detained  him  a  prisoner  on  board  a  vessel  in 
the  harbor. 

They  accused  him  of  having  burnt  the  French 
settlements  at  Port.  Royal  m  1613  (which  was 
the  act  of  Captain  Argall),*  and  endeavored  to 
compel  him  to  give  them  a  discharge  in  full  for 
all  demands  before  the  Judge  of  the  Admiralty, 
threatening  him  with  imprisonment  in  case  he 
refused.     While   he  was   deliberating  upon   this 

*  See  Holmes's  American  ^mds^  for  the  year  1613. 
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proposal,  Prondeooe  bdd  cmt  to  Um  the  means 
of  makkig  his  escape,  without  any  vkdence  to 
his  sense  of  jostioe,  or  way  d^;iadatioii  to  hb 
pcide.  A  violet  stonn  arose,  whose  ''pitiless 
pelting  "  drove  all  the  pec^ile  below ;  and,  as  soon 
as  it  was  daifc.  Captain  Smith  pushed  off  from 
the  ship  in  a  boat,  with  a  half-pike  ibr  an  oar, 
hoping  to  reach  the  shore.  But  he  fell  upon  a 
strong  conent  which  cairied  him  out  to  sea,  where 
he  was  exposed  to  great  danger,  in  a  small,  crazy 
boat,  when  the  storm  was  so  vident  as  to  strew 
the  coast  with  wrecks.  Twelve  hours  he  passed 
in  this  fearfiil  state,  expecting  every  moment  to  be 
swallowed  up  by  the  waves ;  till  by  the  returniog 
tide  he  was  thrown  upon  a  marshy  island,  where 
he  was  found  by  some  fowlers,  nearly  drowned 
and  totally  exhausted  with  cold,  fatigue,  and^  hun- 
ger. By  pawning  his  boat,  he  found  the-  means 
of  conveyance  to  Rochelle,  where  he  learned 
that  the  ship  which  had  Raptured  him,  with  oniB 
of  her  prizes  bad  been  driven  ashore,  and  the 
captain  and  one  half  the  crew  drowned. 

On  landing  at  Rochelle,  he  lodged,  a  complaint 
with  the  Judge  of  the  Admiralty,  and  supported 
his  claims  by  the  evidence  of  some  of  the  sailors, 
who  had  escaped  from  the  wreck  of  the  French 
ship..  We  are  pot  infonned  what  was  the  final 
result  of  this  process;  but  he  received  from  the 
hands  of  the  Judge  a  certificate  of  the  truth  of 
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his  Statement,  which  he  presented  to  the  English 
ambassador  at  Bordeaux.  Both  at  this  place 
and  Rochelle  he  found  much  sympathy,  and 
received  many  friendly  offices ;  among  others,  he 
says,  "the  good  lady  Madam  Chanoyes  bounti- 
fully assisted  me."  He  returned  to  England,  we 
are  not  told  at  what  time,  but  probably  in  the  lat- 
ter part  of  the  year  1615,  and,  proceeding  to 
Plymouth,  took'  measures  to  punish  the  rmgleaders 
of  the  mutiny  among  his  crew. 

While  he  had  been  detained  on  board  the 
French  pirate,  in  order,  as  he  says,  "to  keep  my 
perplexed  thoughts  from  too  much  meditation  of 
my  miserable  estate,"  he  employed  himself  in 
writing  a  narrative  of  his  two  voyages  to  New 
England,  and  an  account  of^the  country.  This 
was  published  in  a  quarto  form,  in  June,  1616. 
It  contained  bis  map  of  the  country,  and  the  de- 
positions of  some  of  the  men,  who  were  on  board 
his  ship,  when  he  was  detained  and  carried  off  by 
the  French,  inserted,  as  he  says,  "  lest  my  own 
relations  of  those  hard  events  might  by  some  con^ 
structors  be  made  doubtful,  envy  still  seeking  to 
scandalize  my  endeavors,  and  seeing  no  power 
but  death  can  stop  the  chat  of  ill  tongues."  As 
a  proof  of  his  indefatigable  zeal  in  the  promotion 
of  his  favorite  object,  he  spent  the  whole  summer 
in  journeying  about  in  the  West  of  Englahd,  dis- 
tributing copies  of  this  book  (seven  thousand  in 
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number,  accordmg  to  hb  own  account,)  among  all 
peraoDS  of  any  note,  and  endeaToring  to  awaken 
an  intefest  in  the  subject  of  settling  America. 
But,  be  says,  *^  all  availed  ne  more  than  Uf  hew 
locks  with  oyster-shells,''  so  desponding  were 
the  mbds  of  men  on  account  of  the  ill-success 
which  bad  attended  so  many  enterprises  of  that 
nature.  He  reaped,  ^however,  an  abundant  har- 
vest of  promises,  and  the. Plymouth,  company,  in 
token  of  their  respect  for  his  services,  formally 
conferred  upon  him  the  title  of  Admiral  of  JNew 
England. 

Captain  Smith's  work  on  New  England  was 
the  first  to  recommend  that  counby  as  a  place  of 
setdement,  and  to  disabuse  the  public  mind  of  the 
erroneous  impressions  which  had  arisen  finom  the 
dismal  accounts  of  the  settlers^. who  had  returned 
after  the  failure  of  Popham's-expedition,^and  who 
had  represented  the  whole  country  as  a .  cold, 
rocky,  and  barren  waste.  It  is  evidently  written 
in  the  spirit  of  an  advocate,  ^md  not  of  a  judge, 
and  is  tinged  throughout  with  the  sanguine  tem- 
perament or  its  author.  Still  it  is  n^ver  visionary 
or  wild ;  it  is  fi^l  of  good  sense,  accurate  observa* 
tion,  and  a  sagacity  that  sometimes  almost  as^m,e$ 
the  shape  of  prophecy.  No  one  can  read  it  with- 
out admiration  of  this  ejctraordinloy  man,  in  whom 
the  powers  of  action,  reflection,  and  observation 
were  so  harmoniously  blended.       ( - 
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CHAPTER  XVL 

Fistt  of  Pocahontas  to  England.  —  Captain 
Smith's  IjitervUw  with  her^  —  Death  of  Poca^ 
hontas* 

The  ordei  of  events  m  the  life  of  Captain 
Smith  again  associates  him  with  Pocahontas.  Af- 
ter his  departure  from  Virginia  she  continued 'tp  be 
the  firm  friedd  of  the  settlers^  as  before.  In  1610, 
when  Ratclifie  and  thirty  men  were  cut  off  by 
Powhatan,  a  boy  named  Henry  Spiknan  was 
saved  by  her  means,  and  lived  many  years^  among 
the  Potoroacs.  We  next  hear  of  her  in  1612, 
when  Captain  Argall,  who  had  gon^e  on  a  trading 
voyage  to  the  country  of  the  Potomacs,  learnt 
from  Japazaws,  thek  chief,  that  she  was  living  in 
seclusion  near  hijpa,  having  foi:sakea  her  father's 
dominions  and  prpteetion. 

We  are  not  informed  of  the  reasons  which  in- 
duced her  to  take  this  step.  It  has  been  conjec- 
tured that  her  w^H-known  affection  for  the  Eng- 
lish had  given  displeasure  t6  ber  father,  or  that 
her  sensibility  was  pained  at  witnessing  the 
bloody  wars  whidi  be  waged  against  them^  with- 
out her  having  the  power  ,of  alleviating  their 
horrors.  When  Captain  Argall  heard  of  this,  he 
perceived   how   advantageous   to   the    settlors  it 


wrmii  le  %  rcr^  [mwrniiija  of  her  penon,  and 
mc  s  naiacie  a  ftiiig  wny  eoahle  tbem  to 
iinace  rrpy  =vx  texms  fiD  PdvIbeid.  He  pre- 
Tiiltftf  Z3CK  Ji.7SBm  to  lend  him  he  assistaiice 
in  iiis  iniiecc.  zj  dsM  Bost  irfessdhle  fatibe  in  aa 
Liina:i's  •'jes.  &  cccpcr  kecie ;  assaring  him  at  the 
«acie  ,or  r*ac  sbe  ^xiujd  not  be  banned,  and 
zjix  raer  vciJii  ietiJB  her  oqIt  tiD  thej  bad  con- 
ciuiiifii  a  reaoe  «^  ber  feber.  The  next  thing 
w  x:  kiiuce  her  m  so  on  board  ArgaB's  ship, 
nai  ±e  agtjacg  by  vhjcfa  the  ns  brought  about, 
B  ccEMS  9ai  cbancteiistic  of  the  Incfian  race. 
Xi^vsavs  ariSeied  bis  vife  to  aflect,  in  the  pres- 
care  c£  PocahrctsS;  a  great  desire  to  viat  the 
Ec3^  sh'?;  vbacb  she  accoidmgly  did,  and 
acteti  ber  pott  so  veil,  that  viien  he  refused  to 
^nr  rV  ber  a=d  threatened  to  beat  her  for  her'  im- 
]^^rr^rr^  ^&e  cried  finom  apparent  vexation  and 
ciisirn^iiitcaent.  Weaiied  at  last  bj  her  exces- 
NtTe  ensreari^  he  told  her  that  he  would  go  with 
ber  if  Pocahontas  would  consent  to  accompany 
tbeiri«  to  which  proposal  she  whh  unsuspecting 
^xMl-oature  sgni6ed  her  assenL  They  were  re- 
ceired  on  board  by  the  captain  and  hospitably 
entertained  in  the  cabm,  **  Japazaws  treading  oft 
on  the  captain^  foot,  to  remember  he  bad  done 
hb  part.**  When  Pocahontas  was  informed  that 
she  was  a  prisoner,  and  must  go  to  Jamestown  and 
be  detained  till  a  peace  could  be  concluded  with 
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iier  &tber,  ^he  wept  bitterly,  and  the  old  hypo- 
crite Jkpazaws  and  bis  wife  set  up  a  most  dismal 
cry,  as  if  this  were  the  first  intimation  they  had 
ever  had  of  the  plot.  Pocahontas,  however,  soon 
recovered  her  composure,  either  from  the  sweet 
equanimity  of  ber  character,  or  hjscause  she  felt 
that  her  reception  and  treatment  by  the  English 
could  not  be  any  thing  but  kind  and  friendly. 
The  old  couple  were  jsent  home,  happy  in  the 
possession  of  their  kettle  and  various  toys. 

As  soon  as  Pocahontas  arrived  at  Jamestown,  a 
messenger  was  despatched  to  Powhatan  informing 
bim  of  the  fact,  and  that  she  would  be  restored  to 
him  oa\y.  on  condition  that  he  should  give  up  all 
bis  £ngli9h  captives,  swords^  muskets,  and  the 
like.  This  was  sad  news  to  Powhatan ;  but  the 
demands  of  the  English  were  so  exorbitant,  that 
be  returned  no  answer  to  their  proposals  for  the 
space  of  three  months.  He  then  liberated  and  sent 
home  seven  of  his  captives,  each  carrying  a  rusty, 
worn-out  musket,  with  a  message,  that  if  they 
would  give  up  his  daughter,  he  would  make  satis- 
faction lor  all  the  injuries  he  had  done,  present 
them  with  five  hundred  bushels  of  com,  and  ever 
be  their  finend.  It  was  not  thought  ex[^dient 
to  trust  to  his  promises ;  and  air  answer  was 
accordingly  reti^med  to  him,  that  his  daughter 
should  be  well  treated,  but  that  they  should  not 
restcMre  her  till  he  sent  back  all  the  arms  which  he 

VOL.  II.  S4 
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bad  ever,  by  any  meaosy  obtained  from  tbeiB« 
This  displeased  Powhatan  so  moch,  that  they 
heard  no  more  from  him  for  a  long  time. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  16 13^  Sir  Thomas 
Dale,  taking  Pocahontas  with  bkn,  marched  widi 
a  hundred  and  fifty  men  to  WerowocoiBoeo  t»- 
tendmg  to  compel  Powhatan  to^  ransom  his  daugh- 
ter on  the  proposed  terms.  The  chief  himself  did 
not  appear ;  but  his  people  receive  the  Ei^sh 
with  scornful  bravadoes,  telKng  them,  that  tf-  they 
came  to  fight,  they  were  welcomOj^  and  ^uld  be 
created  as  Captain  Ratclifie  and  his  party  had 
been.  These  were  not  words  to  ^^tum  away 
wrath,"  and  the  boats  were  knmediatdy  manned, 
and  a  party  landed,  ii^  burned  and  iaid  w^iste 
eveiy  thing  they  could  find,  not  without  resistance 
on  the  part  of  the  Indians.  After  this,  much  time 
was  spent  in  fivitless  negodation,"^  and  in  matual 
reproaches  and  defiance.  Two  brothers  of  Poca- 
hontas came  to  see  her,  and  wero  very  bappy  to 
find  her  well  and  contented.  Two  messengers, 
Mr.  John  Rolfe  and  Mr.  Sparks,  were  also  de- 
spatched fixMn  the  English  to  Powhatan.  Tbej 
did  not  see  the  chief  himself,  bm  were  kindly  tvealH 
ed  by  Opechancanough,  who  promiBed  them  to 
use  his  mfinenoe  with  his  brother  to  induce  Um  to 
comply  with  their  wishes.  The  English  ntfrnrned 
to  Jamestown  to  attend  to  ibeir  agrioultoral  labors 
without  bringing  matters  to  any  definite  result. 
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The  troubles  between  Powhatan  and  the  Eng- 
lish were  soon  to  be  healed  by  the  intervention 
of  a  certain  blind  god,  who,  if  tales  be  true,  has 
had  a  large  share  in  the  management  of  the  great- 
est coi)cems  of  t^e  world.  A  mutual  attachment 
had  long  existed  between  Pocahontas  and  Mr. 
John  Rolfe,  who  is  said  to  have  been  an  **  hon- 
est gentleman  and  of  good  behavior.''  He  had 
confided  his  hopes  and  fears  to  Sir  Thomas  Dale, 
who  gave  him  warm  encouragement ;  and  Poca- 
hontas had  also  "  told  her  love "  to  one  of  her 
brothers.  Powhatan  was  duly  informed  of  this, 
and  his  consent  requested  for  th^  marriage, 
which  be  immediately  and  cheerfully  <  gave,  and 
sent  his  brother  and  two  of  bis  sons  to  be  present 
at  the  ceremony  and  to  act  as  bis  deputies. 

The  marriage  took  place  in  the  beginning  of 
April,  1613,  and  was  a  most  auspicious  event  to 
the  English.  It  laid  the  foundation  of  a  peaoe 
with  Powhatan,  which. lasted  as  long  as  his  life, 
and  secured  the  Triendly  alliance,  of  the  Chicka- 
bominies,  a  brave  and  powerful  race,  who  con- 
sented to  call  themselves  subjects  of  King  James, 
to  assist  the  colonists  in  war,  and  to  piety  an  annu^tl 
tribute  of  Indian  com. 

In  the  spring  of  1616,  Pocahontas  and  her  hus- 
band accompanijed  Sir  Thomas  Dale  to  England. 
She  had  learned  to  speak  English  during  her  resi- 
dence in  Jamestown,  had  been  instructed  in  the 
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di  CinstaBuCT.  lad  ^  v«s  beeome  reiy 
e  2:tu.  liier  die  Ea^sli  ■amer,"  They 
snsw  a  y^£-"a"<^  oa  ihe  12lh  of  June,  1616, 
MzoK:  aer  aoanc  aod  aedts  lad  preceded   her, 

as  C^jcBii.  Sc:lcj.  SKvd  of  her  amvil,  he  address- 
ee :ae  isLCPvie:^  kcfier  id  Qoeea  Ame,  the  wife 
MtTwsu 


^  Tb  dk£  flwtf  i:^  mmd  wirtrnmu  Primcess  Queen 
.Jmk  •/  Gnmi  BrUaiM, 
*  JloBit  adcaared  Qyuiiy 
"-  T^  jote  1  bear  m  j  God,  my  Idog,  and  ooiin- 
IET«  ba:!i  so  a&  CBobcxdeaed  me  in  the  worst  of  ex- 
cmae  ew£cis»  that  now  honesty  doth  oonstram 
me  10  ymmie  thus  far  beyond  myself,  to  pre- 
sewt  imr  mjje&ti  this  Aan  disoooise.  If  ingrati- 
tude be  a  deadly  poison  to  aD  honest  virtues,  I 
must  be  ginlty  of  that  cnme,'if  I  should  omit  any 
means  to  be  thankfbl.  So  it  is,  that  some  ten  years 
a^  being  in  Virginia,  and  taken  prisxier  by  the 
power  of  Powhatan,  their  chief  king,  I  received 
from  the  great  savage  exceeding  great  courtesy, 
especiaDy  from  his  son  Nantequas,  the  most  manli- 
est, oomdest,  boldest  spiiit,  I  ever  saw  in  a  savage, 
and  has  aster  Pocahontas,  the  king's  most  dear 
and  weU-bdoved  daughter,  being  but  a  child  of 
twelve  or  thirteen  years  of  age,  whose  compas* 
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sionate,  pitiful  heart,  of  desperate  estate,  gave  me 
much  cause  to  respect  her;  I  being  the  first 
Christian  this  proud  king  and  his  grim  attendants 
ever  saw ;  and  thus  enthralled  in  their  barbarous 
power,  I  cannot  say  I  felt  the  least  occasion  of 
want  that  was  in  the  power  of  those  my  mortal 
foe?  to  prevent,  notwithstanding  all  their  threats. 

^'  After  some  six  weeks  fatting  amongst  those 
savage  courtiers,  at  the  minute  of  my  execution, 
she  hazarded  the  beating  out  of  her  own  brains  to 
save  mine ;  and  not  only^  that,  but  so  prevailed 
with  her  father,  that  I  was  safely  conducted  to 
Jamestown,  where  I  found  about  eight  and  thirty 
miserable,  poor,  and  sick  creatures,  to  keep  pos-» 
Session  of  all  those  large  territories  of  Virginia ; 
such  was  the  weakness  of  this  poor  common- 
wealtli,  as,  had  the  savages  not  fed  us,  we  direct- 
ly had  starved. 

^^  And  thb  relief,  most  gracious  queen,  was 
commonly  brought  us  by. this  lady,  Pocaliontas. 
Notwithstanding  all  these  passages  when  incon- 
stant  fortune  turned  our  peace  to  war,  this  tender 
virgin  would  still  not  spaire  to  da^  to  visit  us ;  and 
by  her  our  jars  have  been  oft  appeased,  and  our 
wants  still  supplied.  Were  it  the  policy  of  her 
father  thus  to  employ  her,  or  the  ordmance  of 
God  thus  to  make  her  his  instrument,  or  her  ex- 
traordinary affection  to  our  nation,  I  know  not, 
-  But  of  this  I  am  sure  ;  when  her  father,  with  the 
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ness,  fi>r  which  there  is  no  medicine  but  a  draught 
of  the  air  of  one's  native  land.  To  be  the  suc- 
cessful leader  of  a  band  of  new  settlers  under 
th&  most  favorable  circumstances,,  requires  an 
extraordinary^  combination  of  powers.  He  must 
be  able  to  use  his  hands  as  well  as  his  head,  tp 
act  as  well  as  to  command,  to  show  how  things  are 
to  be  done  as  well  as  to  give  directions  to  do 
them.  He  must  be  able  to  awe  the  refractory,  to 
encourage  the  distrustful,  and  to  cheer  up  the 
drooping.  He  must  have  courage,  fortitude;  self- 
command,  and  perseverance;  he  must  be  just, 
yet  not  stem,  dignified,  yet  afiable  and  easy  of 
approach. 

The  Virginia  colony,  and  its  head  in  particular, 
had  trials  and  perils  of  a  peculiar  nature  to  en- 
counter, in  additidn  to  those  which  they  might 
naturally  have  expected.  In  the  first  place,  they 
were  surrounded  by  numerous  and  powerful  tribes 
of  Indians,  whose  occupation  was  war,  and  who 
were  organized  into  a  powerful  confederacy  under 
a  ruler  of  extraordinary  resources,  the  idol  of  his 
people,  full  of  courage  and  enterprise,  rivalling 
in  dissimulation  the  most  accomplished  European 
diplomatist ;  and,  if  not  the  implacable  enemy  of 
the  whites,  he  has  been  represented  as  being  still 
very  far  from  their  friend,  and,  with  a  prophetic 
spiiit,  apparently  realizing  from  the  first,  that 
their  permanent  residence  and  increase  would  in- 
volve the  ruin  of  his  own  people. 
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As  we  have  seen,  too,  Captain  Smith  bad 
much  to  contend  against  in  the  characters  of  many 
of  the  settlers  themselves,  whom  the  old  world 
seems  to  have  shaken  off,  as  being  too  \torth- 
less  and  desperate  to  be  any  loagev  tolerated  at 
home.  They  were  Continually  irritating  him  by 
their  surly  opposition,  and  infecting  the  well- 
disposed  by  their  ill  example ;  for  labors  and 
hardships  are  much  lightened  when  they  are 
shared  by  all.  Instead  of  receiving  aid  from  the 
council  at  home,  they  were  to  him  a  source  of 
unmixed  vexation  aiid  disappointment. 

Chagrined  by  the  failure  of  >  their  visionary 
hopes,  with  a  truly  consistent  sel6shness  they 
abandoned  to  unwarrantable  neglect  the  settlers, 
whom  they  had  sent  into  a  howling  wilderness, 
taking  no  pains  to  provide  for  their  wants,  and, 
by  their  absurd  exactions,  making  the  expeditions 
they  sent  out  to  them  a  tax  and  a  burden. 
Captain  Smith  they  honored  with  peculiar  dislike, 
because  he  preferred  the  interests  of  the  colony 
to  their  own  ;  believing  all  that  his  enemies  could 
say  of  him,  giving  him  reprOof  where  honor  was 
due,  and  finally  depriving  him  of  hts  command, 
at  the  very  moment,  when  by  his  extraordinary 
exertions,  he  had  established  the  colony  upon  a 
firm  basis,  and  could  look  confidently  forward  to 
its  steaidy  increase  and  continued  prosperity. 
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k  m  iHrclT  fmatitt  tat  C^plam  Smith's  ser- 
BB  IB  tae  GoioBT  id  be  eu^venttecL  NotluDg 
K  CK  ioce  of  kis  chMflffT  coold  bave  ggd- 
aOBi  k  i»3b:£^  so  mamj  ^SiBg^hit^  and  dao- 
UpcB  cii  skpe  file  its  existaice  hang, 
UHK  iin  the  tttifiw  jranid  haYe  been 
Kilmrsssied  agai  sad  agiiDy  e  io  the  case  cf 
mst  of  Nottfa  Carolina, 
of  a  pcnnaDeBt  colony  in 
A.Tamra  vcciJd  bave  been  dda jed  to  an  inde- 
iczot  perad,  snoe  evoj  OBSoooessfiil  attempt 
vauji  have  been  a  fredi  diacuuiagement  to  such 
as  cxseitakin^.  It  is  casf  to  be  seen  that  he 
Cdbnccd  the  interests  of  the  colony  with  the 
venie  fine  of  his  fcnrid  and  enthusiastic  char- 
acter. He  was  its  light  eye  and  its  right^  ann. 
in  its  scrrke  be  displayed  a  peraevefance,  which 
no  obstacles  coold  disheaiten,  a  courage^  which 
bowieied  upon  lashness,  and  a  fertility  of  resour- 
cesy  which  never  left  him  at  -a  loss  for  remedies 
against  eveiy  disaster,  and  for  the  means  of  extri- 
cating himsdf  from  efciy  diflSculty  and  embar- 


It  is  cuiioas  to  observe  that  he  seemed  not 
only  to  superintend,  bat  to  do  every  thing.  His 
official  dignity  never  encumbered  him  when  any 
thing  was  to  be  done.  We  find  hiro,  at  one  time, 
cutting  down  trees  with  his  own  bands;  at  another, 
heading  an  exploring  expedition,  venturing,  with  a 
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few  timid  followers  in  an  open  bark,  into  unknown 
regions  densely  peopled  with  savage  tribes;  and 
at  another,  marching  with  a  few  soldiers  to  pro* 
cure  provisionisy  and  sleeping  on  the  bare  ground 
in  the  depth  of  winter.  He  had  the  advantage 
of  possessing  an  iron  frame  and  a  constitution 
whiph  was  proof  against  sickness  and  exposure ; 
so  that^  while,  others  were  famt,  drooping,  and 
weary^  he  was  vigqrous,  unexhausted^  ready  to 
grapple  with  danger,  and  contemplating  every 
enterprise  with  cheerful  confidence  in  the  result. 

In  the  government  df  his  colony  he  was  rigid- 
ly impartial,  just,  and,  as  might  be  expected  from 
one  who  had  so  long  been  a  soldier,  strict  even 
to,  sevei(ity.  l^is  was  indeed  one  of  the  objec- 
tions made  to  bis  administration  by  the  council  m 
England,  and  it  without  doubt  created  him  many 
enemies  in  Jamestown.  But  the  intelligent  rea- 
der, will  find  lor  him.  a  snfBcieiit  apology  in  the 
desperate  character  of  many  of  the  settlers,  and 
in  the  absolute  necessity  of  implicit  iinbordinatioD, 
which  their  situatbn  required. 

The  whole  power-  was  centred  in  his  own 
person,  and  a  refusal  to  obey  bim  was  a  refusal 
to  obey  the  laws,  upon  which  their  safety  and 
even  exbtence  depended.  His  severity  arose 
from  a  sense  of  duty,  and  no  one.  ever  accused 
him  of  being  wantonly  cruel  or  revengeful.  No 
man  was  more  ready  to  forgive   offences,  aimed 

Hh 


finof  of  which 
n^zsoAwm  htm  of  mo  imniiai  is  bcBS  mflicled 

to  as- 
be  WIS  Iring  he^iles  iraai  Us 
<hjs  of  ha  adaumstntkn. 
:  ID  the  lifaws,  tfaoogh  not  always 
be  a  ^ioi  of  CbfisiaD  josdoe  or  bracheF- 
ke  faamd  voj  faoaanUe  to  hini,  if 
ciK  iy  tbe  iiMiiiiri  of  the  ofinifms  of  his  day. 
Hoc  uoLbisapaiosj  iwBt  ke  famid  io  the  peco- 

fae  was  placed.  He 
of  a  puwmftd  body,  meeting 
wirii  tke  Incfians  «■!  teaos  of  equal 
kr.  SA  of  a  feebte  bawd,  whom  tfaej,  if  thej 
'  oww  stiai^giby  migbt  have  crash- 
ed ia  a  mamta/L  The  passiow  of  fear  is  the 
of  treacfaeiy.  It  was  nec- 
^or  at  least  k  was  dcfinral  so)  to  overawe 
,  10  sliike  tenor  into  tbem ;  and,  if  the 
to  fcr  aoooraplisliing  these  ends 
aAuLtlf  jostifiahle,  there,  was  at  least  an 
excBse  ferthem. 

The  KnrfA  were  also  more  than  once  direat- 
(sed  with  frnune,  while  thor  Indian  neighbors 
>  SeocfaDr  wefl  sa|^»iied  frith  piOTirions ;  and 
and  experience  tdl  os  that  starving  men 
will  not  be  rmj  nice  in  thdr  expedients  to  obtain 
feed,  or  oooUj  examine  into  the  right  and  wrong 
of  pnoasnros^  when  a  fierce  animal  instinct  is  goad- 
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ing  them  on.  CaptaiD  Smith,  by  his  prudence 
and  firmness,  established  a  most  harmonious  feel- 
ing between  the  two  races. 

The  respect  of  the  Indians  for  him  hardly 
stopped  short  of  idolatry.  His  great  qoalities 
were  evident  to  these  untutored  children  of  na- 
ture, and  their  reverence  was  the  instinctive  hom- 
age which  was  paid  to  innate  superiority.  This  is 
alone  sufficient  to  prove  that  he  never  treated  the 
Indians,  even  as  they  thought,  with  injustice,  cru- 
elty, or  caprice ;  had  it  been  so,  he  never  would 
have  been  so  admired  and  honored  by  a  race  of 
men  who  are  proverbial  for  never  forgetting  an 
injury. 

The  genuine  merits  of  Captain  Smith,  as  a  pre- 
siding officer,  can  iftnly  be  fairly  estimated  by  com- 
paring him  with  others.  We  have  seen  that  when- 
ever he  departs  from  Jamestown  every  thing  is 
thrown  into  confusion,  and  that,  as  soon  as  he  re- 
turns. Older  b  restored  and  the  jarring  notes  of  dis- 
cord cease  to  be  heard.  As  none  but  himself  could 
bend  the  bow  of  Ulysses,  so  no  one  was  capable 
of  sustaining  the  office  of  President  for  a  single 
day  but  Captam  Smith.  We  have  seen  in  what 
difficulties  and  embarassments  Captain  Martin  at 
Nansemond  and  Captain  West  at  the  Falls  sever- 
ally involved  themselves ;  and  from  this  specimen 
we  may  draw  "  ominous  conjecture "  of  what 
would  have  been  the  fate  of  the  whole  colony, 
had  either  of  these  gentlemen  been  at  its  head. 


Coaipaie  ako  Ae  waaks  of  his  bdiEait  expe- 
^skm  to  cxpftare  the  Chesipake  with  Newpait's 
pompoos  msuch  ioto  the  ecantijof  the  Monacans, 
m  which  his  friuie  was  ws  «ie«died  e  lus  means 

of  the  eokmjy  too,  after  he,  its  raliiig  and 
1  dqmtedy  are  m  themselves  a 

—  ^  1  ,,t..M'..:  -  -" 
The  reader  ma j  have  some  canaaitj  to  know 
of  the  CSemans,  whose  treadieiy 
:  we  have  so  o6e&  been  obliged  to 
reoord.  One  of  them,  bj  name  Samuel,  never 
retained  to  the  Eoghsh  torn  the  time  he  fixst  left 
them,  bat  spent  his  days  in  Powhatan's  service. 
Another,  named  Adam,  returned,  upon  promise 
of  pardoo,  at  the  time  €>f  Yoldaj's  coDSjHracy. 
Durbg  the  troubles  in  the  cdony  ^ter  the  ar- 
rival of  the  last  expedition,  he,  with  another  of 
his  oouutrjmen,  named  Francis,  taking  advan- 
tage of  the  general  conibsion,  ied  again  to  Pow- 
hatan, promising  that  they  w6old  do  wonders  for 
him  at  the  arrival  of  Lord  Delaware.  But  the 
savage  monarch,  with  that  sagacity  and  eleva^ 
tion  of  character  which  were  pecu}iar  to  him, 
told  them  that  the  men,  who  were  ready  to  be- 
tray Captab  Smith  to  him,  would  certainly  be- 
tray him  to  Lord  Delaware,  if  they  could  gain 
any  thing  thereby,  and  immediately  ordered  their 
brains  to  be  beaten  out. 
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As  to  Volday  himself,  he  contrived  to  go  to 
England/  where  he  imposed  upon  many  merchants 
with  stories  of  the  rich  mines  he  had  discovered 
and  of  how  much  he  could  enrich  them,  so  that 
he  was  sent  out  with  Lord  Delaware;  but,  his 
real  character  being  discovered  and  his  falsehoods 
detected,  he  died  in  misery  and  disgrace. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

Captain  Smithes  First  Voyage  to  New  England. 

F.Boii  the  time  of  Captain  Siiiitli's  departure 
from  Virginia,  till  the  year  1614,  there  is  a 
chdsm  in  his  biography.  So  active  a  mind  as 
his  could  not  have  been  idle  during  that  time, 
but,  unfortunately,  no  records  are  preserved  of 
what  he  attempted  or  accomplished.  We  have 
every  reason  to  suppose  that  his  favorite  subject 
of  settling  the  American  coptinent  occupied  a 
large  portio^i  of  his*  time  and  thoughts.  Hiis 
distinguished  reputation,  and  his  great  knowledge 
and  experience  upon  that  head,  would  naturally 
point  him  out  as  the  most  proper  peirson  in  Eng- 
land to  be  consulted  by  those  who  had  any 
projects   of  the   kind  in  contemplation,   and   as 
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wretcby  who  was  cboseo  to  be  the  bstrument  of 
their  wickedness,  failed  him  at  the  last  moment, 
and  he  had  not  the  courage  to  fire  his  murderous 
p'istoL  Having  failed  in  thb,  they-  endeavored 
to  usurp  the  government  and  thereby  escape  pun- 
bbment.  Fevered  and  tormented  by  bis  wounds, 
Captain  Smith  became  weary  of  this  perpetual 
struggle  against  the  violence  and  malice  of  bis 
enemies,  and  of  supporting  his  rightfiil  authority 
by  foice  and  severity ;  and  he  now  determined  to 
return  to  England,  though  hb  old  friends,  indig- 
nant at  the  treatment  he  had  received,  offered  and 
indeed  entreated  to  be  allowed  to  bring,  him  the 
heads- of  his  foes.  But  he  would  not  permit  the 
cdony  to  be  embroiled  in  a  civil  war  on  his  ac- 
count. Hb  wounds  also  grew  very  dangerous, 
from  the  want  of  surgical  aid ;  and  be  believed 
that  he  could  never  recover,  unless  he  went  home 
as  soon  as  possible  to  be  cured  there.  He  there- 
f<»e,  in  the  early  part  of  the  autumn  of  l^OQ, 
departed  horn  Virginia  never  to  returuvto  it  again. 
He  left  behind  him  four  hundred  and  ninety 
colonists,  one  hundred  of  whom  were  tramed  and 
expert  soldiers,  three  ships,  seven  boats,  tw.enty- 
four  pieces  of  ordnance,  three  hundred  muskets 
and  other  arms,  abundance  of  ammunition  and 
tools,  wearing  apparel  sufficient  for  all  their  wants, 
-and  an  ample  stock  of  domestic  animi^s  and  pro- 
visions. 
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CHAPTER  XIIL 

RemarJci  on  Captain  Smith^t  Adminiitratum 
in  Virginia. 

Captain  Smith  resided  a  ^little,  more  than  two 
years  in  Virginia ;  during  one  of  which  he  was 
President  of  the  colony.  The  reader,  who  has 
gone  thus  far  with  me,  will  be  enabled  to  form 
a  conception  of  what  he  accomplished,  and  the 
disadvantages  against  which  he  contended.  It  is 
difficult  for  those  who  have  been  reared  on  the  lap 
of  crvilization,'  and  had  wants  craated  by  the  facil- 
ities of  gratifying  them,  to  have  a  full  sense  of  the 
labors  and  sufferings  of  the  first  setders  of  a  new 
country.  Familiar  with  the  luxuries  of  artificial 
life,  they  are  thrown  into  a  situation  where  ani- 
mal existence  can  hardly  -be  supported.  Severe 
and  unremitted  toil  wears  down  the  frame  aiid 
depresses  the  mind.  Famine  often  lays  siege  to 
them,  and  new  and  strange  diseases  prostrate  their 
strength.  A  vague  sense  of  apprehension  ever 
darkens  their  lot,  and  not  a  leaf  stirs,  but  makes 
them  start  with  the  expectation  of  encountering 
some  great  and  unknown  danger. 

The  bright  hopes,  with  which  they  began  their 
enterprise,  are  apt  to  languish  and  die ;  and  their 
hearts  faint  under  the  influence  of  that  homesick* 
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Thomas  Gates,  lieutenant-general ;  Sir  George 
Somers,  admiral ;  Captain  Newport  (the  only  one 
who  bad  «ver  been  in  Virginia),  vice-admiral ; 
Sir  Thomas  Dale,  high  marshal ;  Sir  Ferdinando 
Wainroan,  master  of  the  horse.  The  counte- 
nance of  so  many  honorable  and  distinguished 
persons  made  the  enterprise  fashionable  and  pop- 
ular, so  that  they  were  able  to  equip  nine  ships, 
in  which  five  hundred  persons  cons»ting  of  men, 
women,  and  children,  embarked. 

The  expedition  set  sail  from  England  in  May, 
1609,  under  the  command  of  Sir  George  Somers, 
Sir  Thomas  Gates,  and  Captain  Newport,  each 
of  whom  had  a  commission  authorizing  him,  who 
first  arrived,  to  supersede  the  exbting  adn&nis- 
tration,  and  to  govern  the  colony  by  the  terms 
and  provisions  of  the  new  charter,  until  the  arri- 
val of  Lord'  Delaware  with  ihe  remainder  of  the 
recruits  and  supplies.  By  a  most  extraordinary 
oversight,  no  precedence  in  rank  was  assigned 
to  either  of  these  gentlemen',  and  they  were 
unable  to  settle  the  point  among  themselves,  nei- 
ther being  willing  to  resign  his  chance  of  being 
the  temporary  head. 

»  To  obviate  this  difficulty,  they  adopted  a  most 
injudicious  and  unfortunatie  expedient;  they  ail 
determined  to  embark  in  the  same  vessel,  their 
weak  and  childish  ambition  inducing  them  to 
take  a  step  which  defeated  the  very  object  of 
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thb  triumvirate  division  of  authority.  In  their 
ship  were  contained  also  the  bills  of  lading,  the 
new  commission,  instructions  and  direcUons  of 
the  most  ample  nature,  and  the  greater  part  of 
their  provisions.  .This  vessel,  on  the  2&th  of 
July,  parted  fixun  the  rest  of  the  squadron  in  a 
violent  storm,  and  was  wrecked  on  one  of  the 
Bermuda  Islands  ;  another  small  vessel  foundered 
at  sea  ^  the  seven  others  arrived  safely  at  James- 
town. The  President,  who  was  infonned  of  their 
arrival  by  his  scouts,  and  who  had  no  expecta- 
tion of  so '  large  a  fleet,  supposed  them  to  be 
Spaniards  coming  td  attack  the  colony,  and  wit)i 
his  usual  promptness  put  it  in  a  postare  of  de- 
fence. The  Indians  at  this  crisis  gave  the  strong-^ 
est  proof  of  their  good-will,  by  coming  forward 
with  the  greatest  alacrity,  and  offering  to  fight 
side  by  side  with  the  Engfish  against  their  en- 
emies. , 

These  unfounded  apprehensions  were  soon  dis- 
sipated, but  only  to  be  replaced  by  substantial 
evils.  With  the  seven  ships  came  three  indi- 
viduals, of  whom  the  reader  has  before  heard, 
Ratcl^  (whose  real  name,  as  has  been  stated, 
was  Sickletnore),  Archer,  and  Martin,  aU  of 
whom  were  enemies  to /Captain  Smith,  and  had 
so  prejudiced  the  minds  of  their  companions 
against  him,  that  they  were  prepared  to  dislike 
without  ever  having  seen  him.     Their  ships  had 
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been  gready  shattered  in  their  stormy  passage, 
their  provisions  were  running  low,  many  of  ibem 
were  sick,  mad  they  arrived  at  the  season  of  the 
year  most  trying  to  the  constitution.  The  great- 
er part  of  the  company,  mcHreover,  consisted  of 
persons  ^*  much  fitter,"  as  Stith  says,  "  to  spoil 
or  ruin  a  commonwealth  than  to  help  to  i^e 
or  maintain  one."  They  consisted  of  dissipated 
young  men,  exiled  hy  their  friends  to  eiscape  a 
worse  destiny  at  home  ;  bankrupt  tradesman  ; 
needy  adventurers ;  gentlemen,  lazy,  poor,  and 
proud;  profligate  hangers-on  of  great  men,  and 
the  like. 

A  scene  of  wild  confusion  too]c  place  immedi- 
ately upon  their  landing.  They  had  brought 
no  commission  with  them  which  could  supersede 
the  old  one,  and  no  one  could,  with  legal  pro- 
priety, supplant  Captain  Smith.  The  new  com- 
ers, however,  disdained  to  submit  to  his  author- 
ity, prejudiced  as  they  were  against .  him,  and 
looking  with  contempt  upon  the  litde  band  of 
colonists,  whom  they  were  sent  to  cast  into  the 
shade. 

He,  at  first,  allowed  them  to  have  every  thing 
in  their  own  way,  and  in  consequence  there  was 
an  entire  end  of  all  government,  discipline,  and 
subordinadon.  The  new  comers,  though  having 
neither  the  authority  nor  the  capacity,  under- 
took  to  remodel   the   government.     They   coo- 
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ferred  the  chief  power  first  on  one  and  then  on 
another;  to-day,  they  administered  the  govern* 
ment  according  to  the  M  commission ;  to-morrow, 
according  to  the  new;  and  the  next  day,  after  a 
new.  fashion  of  their  own.  There  was  no  con* 
sistency,  no  responsibility,  and  in  fact  no  govern- 
ment ;  but  instead  of  it  a  wild  anarchy  -and  mis- 
rule, to  which  nothing  but  chao9  could  furnish  a 
parallel. 

The  sensible  and  judicious  part  of  the  com- 
munity, both  of  the  new  comers  and  of  the  old 
settlers,  perceived  that  this  state  of  things,  if 
long  continued,  would  \bring  the  colony  to  utter 
ruin,  and,  justly  appreciating  the  distinguished 
merit  of  Captain  -Smith,  entreated  him  to  re- 
sume his  abandoned  authority,  and  save  them 
from  destruction,  before  it  was  too  late.  He 
was  himsdf  so  disgusted  with  the  new  comers 
and  their  proceedings,  that,  had  he  consulted  his 
own  wishes  alone,  he  would  have  abandoned  the 
country  and  gone  to  England.  But  there  was 
no  alloy  of  selfishness  in  bis  nature.  He  felt 
for  the  colony^  of  which  he  was  the  .soul  and 
life-blood,  the  pride  and  affection  which  a  par- 
ent feels"  for  a  favorite  child.  To  its  prosperity 
he  was  ever  ready  to  sacrifice  his  private  feelings, 
and  he  saw  plainly,  that  the  present  system  would 
end  in  its  ruin. 
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He  feh  diiboUened  too  bj  the  coD?icuoQ  of 
the  fact,  that  be  was  and  had  been  its  kgal  head, 
wd  tktt  BO  ooe  had  any  official  authority  b 
npcnedbg  Ibbb.  He  dkl  not  hesitate,  therefoie, 
10  wjBBie  the  atadoa,  iriach  he  had  far  a  sixxt 
tine  tacitly  icsigBed,  dioagfa  in  doing  so  be  ex- 
posed himsdf  10  infante  vezatioos  and  no  iitde 
actnal  ^nger  from  the  secret  and  open  opposi- 
tion of  his  finap'*^  The  most  obstinaie  and 
leiaclofy  of  them  he  cast  into  praon  for  safe 
keepingy  until  there  was  leisure  for  a  fair  and 
legal  ttkL  It  was  thought  expedient  to  divide 
thor  numbas,  and  aooonfio^j  Captain  Martin 
was  sent  with  a  hundred  and  twenty  men  to 
Nansemond,  and  Captam  West  wkh  the  like  num- 
ber to  the  FaUs  of  James  River,  each  receiv- 
ing a  doe  pioportioo  of  proviaons  from  the  com- 
mon stock. 

Before  these  settlements  were  planted.  Cap- 
tain Smith,  having  established  a  rc^ar  goFera- 
roent,  and  being  nesut  the  end  of  the  year  of  liis 
presideocy,  resigned  it  in  favor  of  Martin,  who 
was  the  only  person  that  could  be  chosen  to  the 
office.  He  had  the  good  sense  to  perceive,  that 
he  was  not  qualified  for  so  arduous  a  station,  and, 
restoring  it  to  Captain  Smith  in  less  than  three 
houis,  proceeded  vrith  his  company  to  Nanse- 
mond.  His  experiment  proved  a  total  failure. 
The  Indians  were  kiodJy  disposed   towards  him, 
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till  his  injudicious  conduct  converted  them  into 
determined  enemies.  They  made  a  successful 
attack  upon  him,  killing  many  of  his  men,  and 
carrying  off  a  thousand  bushels  of  bis  com.  He 
ipade  a  feeble  resistance,  and  did  not  attempt  ^ 
recover  what  he  had  lost,  but  sent  to  Jamestown 
for  thirty  soldiers  to  aid  him.  These  were 
promptly  despatched,  but  he  made  no  use  of 
th^ra  ;  and  they  soon  returned  of  their  own  ac- 
cord, disgusted  with  his  cowardice  and  imbecility. 
Martin  himself  shortly  followed  them,  leaving  his 
company  to  take  care  of  themselves. 

Disasters  also  followed  the  settlement  at  the 
Falls.  It  was  originally  made  in  a  place  ejcposed 
to  the  inundations  of  the  river  and  to  other  great 
inconveniences ;  and  Captain  West  returned  to 
Jamestown  to  obtain  advice  and  assistance  in  the 
removal  of  it.  Captain  Smith  immediately  pur- 
chased of  Powhatan  the  place  called  by  his  name, 
which  was  a  short  distance  lower  down  the  river, 
and  went  up  to  the  Falls  himself,  to  superin 
tend  their  establishment  in  their  new  abode.  But 
the  mutinous  and  disorderly  company,  seeing  him 
attended  with  6nly  five  men,  refused  to  obey  his 
orders,  and,  on  his  attempting  to  use  force,  resisted 
him  and  obliged  him  to  take  refuge  on  board  his 
vessel,  having  narrowly  escaped  with  his  life. 

He  remained  here  nine  days,  in  the  hope  that 
they  would  listen  to  reason  and  consult  their  own 
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interest  m  putting  themselves  under  his  gaid- 
%Dce.  But  they  obstinately  refused  to  the  last. 
The  Indians,  meanwhile,  flocked  around  him 
with  bitter  complaints  of  the  treatment  they  had 
received  from  the  settlers,  saying,  that  they  had 
robbed  their  gardens,  stolen  their  corn,  beaten 
them,  broken  into  their  houses,  and  carried  off 
some  of  their  people  and  detained  them  prison- 
ers. They  oflered  to  assist  him  in  bringing  tbism 
to  subjection  by  the  strong  arm  of  power,  and 
told  him,  that  they  had  borne  these  insults  and 
injuries  from  his  countrymen  out  of  respect  to 
him ;  but  that  he  must  forgive  them  if  hereafter 
they  defended  themselves  to  the  utmost  of  their 
ability,  and  repelled  unprovqked  aggressions-  by 
force.  ' 

Finding  his  eSosts  to  be  unavailing.  Captain 
Smith  departed  ; '  but  his  vessel  grounded,  after 
she  had  proceeded  about  half  a  league,  a  very 
fortunate    circumstance,   as    the    result    showed. 
For  no  sooner  was  his  back~  turned,  than  some 
Indians,  not  more  than  twelve  in  number  it  is 
stated,  burning  for  revenge,  assaulted  the  settlers, 
and,  killing  several  stragglers  whom  they  foiind  in 
the  woods,  struck  such  a  panic  into  the  rest,  that 
they  sent  down  in  great  alarm  to  Captain  Smith, 
oflering  to  accede   to  any  terms   that  he  would 
propose,  if  he  would  come  and  assist  them.     He 
returned,  and,  after  punishing  sixt  or  seven  of  the 
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chief  oflfenders^y  removed  the  rest  to  Powhatan,  a 
place  every  way  adapted  to  their  purposes,  as  it 
had  been  brought  ander  cuhivation  by  the  In- 
dians, who  had  also  erected  a  strong  fort  there. 

As  soon  as  they  were  settled  in  their  new 
habitation,  Captain  West  returned  and  began  to 
undo  all  that  bad  been  done^  Captain  Smith, 
unwilling  to  contend  with  him,  opposed  him  in 
nothing,  but  left  him  to  manage  every  thing  in  his 
own  way.  By  his  influence  they  were  induced  to 
return  to  their  former  situation,  for  what  reason 
it  is  not  stated.. 

Captain  Smith  met  with  a  most  unhappy  acci- 
dent as  he  was  returning  to  Jamestown.  While 
he  was  sleeping  in  the  boat,  a  bag  of  powder  lying 
near  him  exploded,  and  tore  and  burned  his  flesh 
in  the  most  shocking  manner.  His  clothed  being 
on  fire,  he  leaped  overboard  to  quench  the  flames, 
and  was  with  difiiculty  rescued  iirom  drowning. 
In  this  sad  condition  he  arrived  at  Jamestown, 
where  things  were  in  such  a  state  as  to  require 
all  his  faculties  of  mind  and  body.  The  time 
set  for  the  trial  of  Ratcliffe,  Archer,  and  the 
others  who  had  been  imprisoned,  drew  near,  and 
their  guilty  consciences  made  them  shrink  fix>m 
an  inquiry,  about  the  result  of  which  they  could 
entertain  no  doubt.  Seeing  too  the  helpless  state 
of  the  President,  they  entered  into  a  plot  to 
murder  him  in  his  bed ;  but  the  heart  of  the  base 
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widch,  who  was  choseo  to  be  the  iDstromeiit  of 
their  wickedness,  Med  him  it  the  hst  momotf, 
aod  he  had  not  ihe  couiage  to  fire  his  mmderoos 
pistol.    HaYiBg  fiiled  in  thb,  thej  endeavoied 
to  osaip  the  goTenunent  and  thereby  escape  pun- 
ishmeot.     Fevered  and  tonnented  hj  his  wounds, 
Captun  Smith  became  weary  of  this  perpetoal 
struggle  against  the  Tiolence  and  mafice  of  his 
enemies,  and  of  supporting  his  ligfatfid  autheri^ 
bj  fMoe  and  seFetily ;  and  he  now  determined  to 
retnni  to  England,  thoogh  his  old  fiiends,  indig- 
nant at  the  treatment  he  had  received,  oflfisred  and 
indeed  entreated  to  be  allowed  to  bring,  him  the 
headsof  his  foes.    But  he  would  not  permit  the 
colony  to  be  embroiled  in  a  civil  war  on  his  ac- 
count.    H0  wounds  ako  grew  very  dangerous, 
from  the  want  of  surgical  aid ;  and  he  believed 
that  he  oould  never  recover,  unless  he  went  home 
as  soon  as  possible  to  be  cured  there.    He  there- 
fore, m  the  early  part  of  the  autumn  of  1609, 
departed  kom  Virginia  never  to  retnrnxto  it  again. 
He   left  behind  him  four   hundred  and  ninety 
colonists,  one  hundred  of  whom  were  trained  and 
expert  soldiers,  three  ships,  seven  boats,  tw.enty- 
four  pieces  of  ordnance,  three  hundred  muskets 
and  other  arms,   abundance  of  ammunition  and 
toob,  wearing  apparel  sufficient  for  all  their  wants, 
-and  an  ample  stock  of  domestic  animi^  and  pro- 
visions. 
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CHAPTER  XIIL 

Remarks  on  Captain  Smithes  Administration 
in  Virginia. 

Captain  Smith  resided  a 'little,  more  than  two 
years  in  Virginia;  during  one  of  which  he  was 
President  of  the  colony.  The  reader,  who  has 
gone  thus  far  with  me^  will  be  enabled  to  ibrm 
a  conception  of  what  he  accomplished,  and  the 
disadvantages  against  which  he  contended.  It  is 
difficult  for  those  who  have  been  reared  on  the  lap 
of  civilization,'  and  had  wants  created  by  the  facil- 
ities of  gratifying  them,  to  have  a  full  sense  of  the 
labors  and  sufferings  of  the  first  settlers  of  a  new 
country.  Familiar  with  the  luxuries  of  artificial 
life,  they  are  thrown  into  a  situation  where  ani- 
mal existence  can  hardly  he  supported.  Severe 
and  unremitted  toil  wears  down  the  firame  and 
depresses  the  niiind.  Famine  often  lays  siege  to 
them,  and  new  and  strange  diseases  prostrate  their 
strength.  A  vague  sense  of  apprehension  ever 
darkens  their  lot,  and  not  a  leaf  stirs,  but  makes 
them  start  with  the  expectation  of  encountering 
some  great  and  unknown  danger. 

The  bright  hopes,  with  which  they  began  their 
enterprise,  are  apt  to  languish  and  die ;  and  their 
hearts  faint  under  the  influence  of  that  homesick-' 
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,  fat  whjcb  dMte  is  m  meHJcinr?  bat  a  dnoght 
of  the  air  of  one's  natiTe  bod.  To  be  the  suc- 
cess: jI  leader  of  a  band  of  new  settleis  under 
the  most  frforabie  dimiiistMiceSy.  requires  an 
rLtraordloarr  combination  of  pofwois.  He  most 
be  abie  to  me  his  hands  as  wed  as  lus  head,  to 
act  as  wefl  as  to  command,  lo  show  how  things  are 
to  be  done  as  wefl  as  to  give  directions  to  do 
tbem.  Be  nnsc  be  able  to  awe  the  refractory,  to 
CBoooraze  the  distiustfal,  and  lo  cheer  up  the 
drooping.  He  most  have  ooonge,  Ibttilode;  self- 
command,  and  peneYeranoe ;  he  must  be  just, 
jet  not  sttm,  dignified,  yet  aAUe  and  easy  of 
approach. 

The  Yirginia  colony,  and  its  head  in  particular, 
bad  Qriak  and  perib  of  a  pecnliar  nature  to  eo- 
oounter,  in  addition  to  those  which  they  might 
naturally  have  expected.  In  the  first  place,  they 
were  suinnnded  by  nomeroos  and  powerful  tribes 
of  Indians,  whose  occupation  was  war,  aod  who 
viere  octanixed  into  a  poweriiil  confederacy  under 
a  ruler  of  extraonfinaiy  resouroes,  the  idcd  of  his 
people,  (iill  of  courage  and  enterprise,  rivalUog 
in  dbsimulation  the  most  accom[dished  European 
diplomatBt ;  and,  if  not  the  implacable  enemy  of 
the  whites,  he  has  been  represented  as  being  still 
Terr  fur  from  their  fiiend,  and,  with  a  prophetic 
$pirk«  apparendy  realizing  from  the  first,  that 
their  permanent  residence  and  increase  would  in* 
rolve  the  ruin  of  his  own  people. 
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As  we  have  seen,  too,  Captain  Smith  had 
much  to  contend  against  in  the  characters  of  many 
of  the  settlers  themselves,  whom  the  old  world 
seems  to  have  shaken  off,  as  being  too  Worth- 
less and  desperate  to  be  any  longer  tolerated  at 
borne.  They  were  6ontinually  irritating  him  t^ 
their  surly  opposition^  and  infecting  the  well- 
disposed  by  their  ill  example ;  for  labors  and 
hardships  are  much  lightened  when  they  are 
shared  by  all.  Instead  of  receiving  aid  from  the 
council  at  home,  they  were  to  him  a  source  of 
unmixed  vexation  arid  disappointment. 

Chagrined  by  the  failure  of  >  their  visionary 
hopes,  with  a  truly  consistent  selfishness  they 
abandoned  to  unwarrantable  neglect  the  settlers, 
whom  they  had  sent  into  a  howling  wilderness, 
taking  no  pains  to  provide  for  their  wants,  and, 
by  their  absurd  exactions,  making  the  expeditions 
they  3ent  out  to  them  a  tax  and  a  burden. 
Captain  Smith  they  honored  with  peculiar  dislike, 
because  he  preferred  the  interests  of  the  colony 
to  their  own ;  believing  all  that  his  enemies  could 
say  of  him,  giving  him  reprOof  where  honor  was 
due,  and  finally  depriving  him  of  hfs  command, 
at  the  very  moment,  when  by  his  extraordinary 
exertions,  he  had  established  the  colony  upon  a 
firm  basis,  and  could  look  confidently  forward  to 
its  steaidy  increase  and  continued  prosperity. 


Siyjlli's  aer- 
XaduDg 
eonU  bave  ood- 
and  dan-' 
faongy 
r  90sld  bftYe  beea 
s  in  the  G»e  of 
of  Kortk  CaroGna, 
of  a  fomaman  oolony  in 
ATarrra  wccji  bsve  beoi  deb jed  Id  an  inde- 
iamt  pcmd.  sBoe  everj  oBsaeoessfid  attempt 
vai^  bive  beea  a  iicsfa  daoomtgewaoA  to  such 
It  is  CB^  to  be  seen  that  he 
of  the  eolony  with  the 
w^Gae  ioKvt  ctf  his  ferrid  and  enthusiastic  char- 
acaoi  He  was  ib  i^fit  eje  and  its  light  ana. 
Ix  ks  miiuc  be  depcayed  a  peneTeranoe,  which 
cooid  dkfaenrten,  a  oomage,  which 
opoB  lashness,  and  a  feitilitj  of  resour- 
ces, which  never  left  bim  at  -a  loss  fiv  remedies 
apflKt  eveiT  dttastor,  and  far  the  means  of  extri- 
caiki^  hioDself  from  eireij  iU6caky  and  embar- 


h  h  GOffions  to  observe  that  be  seemed  not 
onlr  to  sopennlendy  but  to  do  eveiy  thing.  His 
official  dSgnitj  nerer  encumbered  him  when  anj 
tfainf  vias  to  be  done.  We  find  him,  at  one  time, 
cutting  down  trees  with  his  own  hands;  at  another, 
bewfing  an  expkving  expedition,  venturing,  with  a 
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few  timid  followers  in  an  open  bark,  into  unknown 
regions  densely  peopled  with  savage  tribes;  and 
at  another,  marching  with  a  few  soldiers  to  pro- 
cure provisions,  and  sleeping  on  the  bare  ground 
in  the  depth  of  winter.  He  had  the  advantage 
of  possessing  an  iron  frame  and  a  constitution 
whi^h  was  proof  agunst  sickness  and  exposure ; 
so  that^  while,  others  were  fiunt,  droojfnng,  and 
weary,  he  was  vigqrous,  unexhausted,  ready  to 
grapple  with  danger,  and  contemplating  every 
enterprise  with  cheerful  confidence  in  the  result. 

In  the  government  df  his  colony  he  was  rigid- 
ly  impartial,  just,  and,  as  might  be  expected  from 
one  who  had  so  long  been  a  soldier,  strict  even 
to,  seveiiity.  T^is  was  mdeed  one  of  the  objeC" 
tions  made  to  his  administration  by  the  council  in 
Ekigland,  and  it  without  doubt  created  him  many 
enemies  in  Jamestown.  But  the  intelligent  rea- 
der, will  find  for  him  a  sufficient  apology  in  the 
desperate  character  of  many  of  the  settlers,  and 
in  the  absolute  necessity  of  implicit  ^nbordbationi 
which  their  situatbn  required. 

The  whole  power-  was  centred  in  his  own 
person,  and  a  refosal  to  obey  him  was  a  refusal 
to  obey  the  laws,  upon  which  their  safety  and 
even  exbtence  depended.  His  severity  arose 
from  a  sense  of  duty,  and  no  one.  ever  accused 
him  of  being  wantonly  cruel  or  revengeful.  No 
man  was  more  ready  to  forgive   offences,  aimed 

Hh 


W9S  lykse 
Bt  dajs  of  fan  i 
:  to  ibe  hdoaSy  tliODgh  not  always 
be  a  spMk  of  CbratOD  jmioe  or  fcradier- 
w^  he  fiioDd  ¥CfT  hoaonUe  to  bini,  if 
sy  zht  auBCMid  of  die  ii|Biwn«^  of  hk  daj. 
Here,  sool  faBapofeej  BBOBt  he  fiioDd  m  the  peoo- 
Sar  cTCBOKttBoes  io  whicfa  be  was  placed.  He 
vas  BOi  the  head  of  a  puwmtd  bod|f ,  meediig 
and  tni&D^  wish  the  Incfiaos  €■  leniB  of  eqoal 
irr.  ba  of  a  feeble  hand,  whom  tfaej,  if  thej 
had  knawm  their  on  sncngth,  migfat  have  crash- 
«d  B  a  BomeBt.  The  passioa  of  fear  is  the 
parem  of  craeltT  and  of  ticacherj.  It  was  iiei> 
csarr  (at  at  least  it  was  ileewwrf  so)  to  overawe 
ihe  Iwians,  to  strike  tenor  iato  them ;  and,  if  the 
■aeaos  icamted  to  fer  aooomplishiDg  these  ends 
were  Bot  stiictl  J  jnstifiahle,  there  was  at  least  an 
excose  ibr  them. 

The  Eogfish  were  aba  more  than  oace  diieat- 
ened  with  femine,  while  their  Indian  neighbors 
!  geaerall jT  well  supplied  with  piovirioDS ;  and 
expeiience  tell  us  that  starring  men 
will  not  be  veiy  nice  in  their  expedients  to  obtain 
fcod,  or  000II7  examine  into  the  right  and  wrong 
of  measures,  when  a  fierce  animal  instinct  is  goad- 
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Hig  them  on.  Captain  Smith,  by  his  prudence 
and  firmness,  established  a  most  harmonious  feel- 
ing between  the  two. races. 

The  respect  of  the  Indians  for  him  hardly 
stopped  short  of  idolatry..  His  great  qoalities 
were  evident  to  these  untutored  children  of  na- 
ture, and  their  reverence  was  the  instmctive  hom- 
age which  was  paid  to  innate  superiority.  This  is 
alone  sufficient  to  prove  that  he  never  treated  the 
Indians,  even  as  they  thought,  with  injustice,  cru- 
elty, or  caprice ;  had  it  been  so,  he  never  would 
have  been  so  admired  and  honored  by  a  race  of 
men  who  are  proverbial  for  never  forgetting  an 
injury. 

The  genuine  merits  of  Captain  Smith,  as  a  pre- 
siding officer,  can  j0nly  be  fairly  estimated  by  com- 
paring him  with  others.  We  have  seen  that  when- 
ever he  departs  fiK>m  Jamestown  every  thing  is 
thrown  into  confusion,  and  that,  as  soon  as  he  re- 
turns, order  b  restored  and  the  jarring  notes  of  dis- 
cord cease  to  be  heard.  As  none  but  himself  could 
bend  the  bow  of  Ulysses,  so  no  one  was  capable 
of  sustaining  the  office  of  President  for  a  single 
day  but  Captain  Smith.  We  have  seen  in  what 
difficulties  and  embarassments  Captain  Martin  at 
Nansemond  and  Captain  West  at  the  Falls  sever- 
ally involved  themselves ;  and  fix>m  this  specimen 
we  may  draw  "  ominous  conjecture "  of  what 
would  have  been  the  fate  of  the  whole  colony, 
had  either  of  these  gentlemen  been  at  its  head.  , 


MmXMM€MM   Bl^CBLAFl 


treiiJMSjf 

Omt  of  tbcM,  hf  BHK  ShdobI,  never 
s:  dK  Ecricsh  fan  the  doie  he  fid  left 
K  sfem  iim  daws  m  Fowhfltai's  service. 
^kMcusBTm  aaBeQ  Aohb,  wttMWOa^  ^P"  proousB 
of  ynWi  M  the  tinw  of  YoU^'s  conspincj. 
IXriBf  the  nocbHes  ■  the  coloay  ^6et  the  v- 
nni  oi  the  iHt  cxpedfaion,  he,  with  aaolher  of 

his  jiiiaM ,  Darned  Fnads,  almg  advan- 

ta£e  of  the  geeeral  ooofiKiao,  fled  agab  to  Pow- 
batae,  piausie*  that  thej  vrodd  do  wondeis  for 
him  at  the  anival  of  Iiord  Ddaware.  But  the 
savage  Miichj  with  that  sagacity  and  eleva- 
tion of  chancter  which  were  peculiar  to  bim, 
toM  them  that  the  men,  who  were  readj  to  be- 
liaj  Captain  Smith  to  him,  would  certainlj  be- 
tiaj  him  to  Lord  Delaware,  if  tbej  could  gain 
may  thing  therebj,  and  immediatelj  ordered  their 
*^aios  to  be  beaten  out. 
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As  to  Voldaj  himself,  be  contrived  to  go  to 
England/  where  he  imposed  upon  many  merchants 
with  stories  of  the  rich  mines  he  had  discovered 
and  of  how  much  he  could  enrich  them,  so  that 
he  was  sent  out  with  Lord  Delaware ;  but,  his 
real  character  being  discovered  and  his  fakehoods 
detected,  he  died  in  misery  and  disgrace. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

Captain  Smithes  First  Voyage  to  New  England. 

Fboh  the  time  of  Captain  Siiiitii's  departure 
from  Virginia,  till  the  year  1614,  there  is  a 
chasm  in  his  biography.  So  active  a  mind  as 
his  could  not  have  been  idle  during  that  time, 
but,  unfortunately,  no  records  are  preserved  of 
what  he  attempted  or  accomplished.  We  have 
every  reason  to  suppose  that  his  favorite  subject 
of  settling  the  American  coptinent  occupied  a 
large  portion  of  his"  time  and  thoughts.  Hiis 
distinguished  reputation,  and  bis  great  knowledge 
and  experience  upon  that  head,  would  naturally 
point  him  out  as  the  most  proper  person  in  Eng- 
land to  be  consulted  by  those  who  had  any 
projects   of  the   kind   in   contemplation,   and   as 
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wietcby  who  was  choeeo  to  be  the  bstrument  of 
their  wickedness,  failed  him  at  the  last  moment, 
and  he  had  not  the  courage  to  fire  his  murderous 
pistol.  Having  failed  in  tbb,  they^  endeavored 
to  usurp  the  government  and  thereby  escape  pun- 
ishment. Fevered  and  tormented  by  his  wounds, 
Captain  Smith  became  weary  of  this  perpetual 
struggle  against  the  violence  and  malice  of  bis 
enemies,  and  of  supporting  his  rightful  authority 
by  ibice  and  severity ;  and  he  now  determined  to 
return  to  Ikigland,  though  his  old  firiends,  indig- 
nant at  the  treatment  he  had  received,  offered  and 
indeed  entreated  to  be  allowed  to  bring,  him  the 
heads'of  his  foes.  But  he  would  not  permit  the 
colony  to  be  embroiled  in  a  civil  war  on  his  ac- 
count. Hi^  wounds  also  grew  very  dangerous, 
firom  the  want  of  surgical  aid ;  and  he  believed 
that  he  could  never  recover,  unless  he  went  home 
as  soon  as  possible  to  be  cured  there.  He  there- 
f(M*e,  in  the  early  part  of  the  autunm  of  1609, 
departed  bom  Vir^ia  never  to  return  ^to  it  again. 
He  left  behind  him  four  hundred  and  nbety 
colonists,  one  hundred  of  whom  were  trained  and 
expert  soldiers,  three  ships,  seven  boats,  tw.enty- 
four  pieces  of  ordnance,  three  hundred  muskets 
and  other  arms,  abundance  of  ammunition  and 
tools,  wearing  apparel  sufficient  for  all  their  wants, 
^nd  an  ample  stock  of  domestic  animi^s  and  pro- 
visions. 
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CHAPTER  XIIL 

BemarJcs  on  Captain  Smiih^i  Adminitiratum 
in  Virginia. 

Captain  Smith  resided  a  •little,  more  than  two 
years  in  Virginia;  during  one  of  which  he  was 
President  of  the  colony.  The  reader,  who  has 
gone  thus  far  with  me^  will  be  enabled  to  Ibrm 
a  conception  of  what  he  accomplished,  and  the 
disadvantages  against  which  he  contended.  It  is 
difEcult  for  those  who  have  been  reared  on  the  lap 
of  civilization,  and  had  wants  created  by  the  &cil* 
ities  of  gratifying  them,  to  have  a  full  sense  of  the 
labors  and  sufferings  of  the  first  settlers  of  a  new 
country.  Familiar  with  the  luxuries  of  artificial 
life,  they  are  thrown  into  a  situation  where  ani- 
mal existence  can  hardly  4»e  supported.  Severe 
and  unremitted  toil  wears  down  the  firame  aiid 
depresses  the  mind.  Famine  often  lays  siege  to 
them,  and  new  and  strange  diseases  prostrate  their 
strength.  A  vague  sense  of  apprehension  ever 
darkens  their  lot,  and  not  a  leaf  stirs,  but  makes 
them  start  with  the  expectation  of  encountering^ 
some  great  and  unknown  danger. 

The  bright  hopes,  with  which  they  began  their 
enterprise,  ar6  apt  to  languish  and  die ;  and  their 
hearts  faint  under  the  influence  of  that  homesick- 
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Captiun  Smithy  as  the  reader  must  have  ob- 
served, considered  himself  bound  iiom  the  first, 
to  provide  for  the  ^protectiim  and  support  of  .the 
colony,  rather  than  the  pecuniary  interests  of  the 
council  at  homen  He  endeavored  to  give  it  a 
permanent  footing  In  the  country,  an  object  about 
which  they  cared  very  little,  as  is  shown  by  their 
sharaefiil  neglect  in  supplying  it  with  provisions, 
as  well  as  by  the  characterof  the  adtentureis 
whom  tbey  sent  out. 

]9e  perceived  at  once  the  futility  of  any  ex- 
pectations of  J»ismg  a  revenue  from  Virgbia,  and 
dw^lt  upon  it  ID  all  his. communications  to  Eng- 
land. He  saw  that  a.  handful  of  Englishmen 
were  surrounded  by  numerous  and  formidaUe 
tribes  of  Indians,  and  .that  there  could  never  be 
any  security  to  life  or  property,  unless  they  were 
promptly  overawed  by  firm  and  spirited  ccHiduct. 
With  great  propriety  he  considered  himself  ^  far 
better  able  to  judge  of  the  measures  which,  ought 
to  be  adopted  for  the  coI<»Diy,  than,  a  company 
of  gentlemen,  three  thousand  miles  distant,  who 
derived  their  information  from  imperfept  or  in- 
terested souroes.  His  administration,  as  we  have 
seen,  was  vigorous  and  decided,  aiming  rather  to 
benefit  the  colony,  than  to  please  the  .council 
at  home..  He  was  too  independent  and  proud 
a  man  to  stoop  to  conciliate  th^e  whose  favor 
was  not  to  he  won  by  a  steady  adherence  to 
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duty.  He  bad  Dot  a  drop^of  the  courtier's  blood 
ID  bis  wbole  body.  His  intercourse  witb  bis 
superiors  in  station  was  tnarked  witb  dignity  and 
self-respect.  His  letter  to  tbe  council,  wbich 
he  sent  by  Newport,  and  of  which  we  have 
given  an  account,  is  certainly  unmarked  by  del- 
icate, official  defereace,  and  little  calculated  to 
win  or  regain  favor.  All  these  things  had  com- 
bined to  render  him  and  his  administration,  un* 
popular;  and  he,  whose  services  to  the  colo^ 
ny  had  been  incalculable,  was  made  tbe  victim 
of  their  capricious  displeasure,  and  dismissed 
from  an  office  which  .he  had  filled  so  honora- 
bly, so  successfully,  and  with  such  constant  self- 
sacrifice. 

Tbe  Virginia  company,  having  induced  many 
persons  of  rank  apd  wealth  to  jdn  with  them, 
in  order  to  increase  at  once  their  dignity  and 
their  funds,  ajpplied  to  King  James  for  a  new 
charter,  which  was  granted,  and  which  bears 
date.  May  23d,  1609.  It  gave  the  most  ample 
powers  to  the  council  in  England  and  showed  the 
most  wanton  disr^ard  of  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  the  colonists  who  had  eniigrated  on  the  faith 
of  the  first  charter,  and  who  had  toiled,  suffered,, 
and  accomplished  so  much.  By  virtue  of  these 
powers,  the  new  council  appointed  Lord  Dela- 
ware, a  nobleman  of  high  rank  and  distinguished 
character,  captain-general    of  tbe    colony ;    Sir 
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creased  Jo  great  nombers.  This  put  a  stop  to  all 
their  enterprises  aod  obliged  them  to  turn  their 
whde  attention  to  the  procuring  of  fixxl. 

The  Indians  were  veiy  fiendlj  to  thenii  bring- 
ing in  deer  and  wildfowl  in  abundance,  and  Pow- 
hatan spared  them  nearly  half  his  stock  of  com. 
The  river  abo  supplied  them  with  sturgeon  and 
oysters ;  so  there  was  no  danger  of  their  starving 
to  deaths  But  then  food  coul4  not  be  procured 
irithout  considerable  toil  and  trouble ;  and  many  of 
them  were  so  IntoleraUj  lazj,  that,  as'  the  narra- 
tive says,  **  had  they  not  been  forced  nolens  oo- 
htu  perforce  to  gather  and  prepare  their  victual, 
they  would  all  have  starved  or  have  eaten  one 
another."  These  men  were  very  ctamorous  that 
be  should  sell  their  tools  and  iron,  their  swords 
and  moskets,  and  even  their  houses  and  ordinance, 
to  the  Indians  for  com,  so  that  they  might  enjoy . 
the  luxury  of  idleness. 

They  endeavored  also  by  all  i^ieana  jn  their 
power  to  induce  him  to  leave  the  country.  Ne- 
cessity obliged  Captain  Smith  to  overlook  for 
a  time  their  mutinous  and  disorderiy  proceed- 
ings; but,  having  detected  and  severely  pun- 
ished the  principal  ringleada"',  he  addressed  the 
remainder  in  the  following  terms.  '^  Fellow  sol- 
diers, I  did  not  think  that  any  one  was  so  false 
as  to  report,  or  that  you  were  s6  simple  as  to 
believe,  either  that  I  intended  to  starve  you,  or 
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that  PowtAtan  had,  at  tlus  time,  any  eom  for 
hiia3eir>  much  less  for  you,  or  that  I  muM  not 
procure  com,  if  I  knew  where  it  was  to  be  had* 
Nether  did  I  think  that  any  were  so  malicious, 
as  I  find  many  are ;  but  Iwill  not  so  yield  to  in-* 
dignation  as  to  preYent  me  from  dobg  what  I  can 
for  the  good  of  my  most  inveterate  enemy.  But 
dream  no  longer  of  any  further  assistance  from 
Powhatan,  and  do  not  imagine  that  I  shall  not 
compel  the  indolent  to  work,  as  well  as  punish 
the  refractory.  If  I  find  any  one  attempting  to 
escape  to  Newfoundland  in  the  pinnace,  let  him 
be  assured  that  the  gallows  shall  be  hb  portion. 
Tou  cannot  deny  that  I  have  often  saved  your 
lives  at  the  risk  of  my  -own,  and  provided  you 
food  when  otherwise  you  might  have  starved. 
But  I  protest,  by  the  God  that  made  me,  that 
since  neces»ty  has  no  power  to  compel  you  to 
gkther  for  yourselves  the  fruits  which  the  earth 
yields,  I  will  oblige  you  to  gather  them,  not  only 
for  yourselves,  but  also  for  the  sick.  You  know 
that  I  have  fared  like  the  meanc^st  of  you,  and 
that  my  extra  allowance  I  have  always,  distrib- 
uted among  the  sick.  The  siek  ^hall  not  starve, 
but  sha)l  fare  like  the  rest  of  us  ;  therefore,  who- 
ever does  not  gather  as  much  every  day  as  I  do, 
the  next  day  he  shall  be  put  over  the  river  and 
be  banished  from  the  fort,  until  be  either  alters 
bis  conduct  or  starves." 
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These  orders  were  murmured  against  as  being 
extremely  cruel  and  tyrannical ;  but  no  one  dared 
to  disobey  them.  All  exerted  themselves  dili- 
gently to  procure'  food,  so  that  they  not  only  did 
not  suffer  from  want,  but  grew  strong  and  healthy. 
Many  were  billeted  among  the  Indians,  a  fact 
which  •  showed  how  much  confidence  there  was 
on  one  side,  and  how  much  respect,  or  at  least 
fear,  on  the  other.  These  last  were  so  well 
treated  by  their  kind  entertainers,  that  many  de- 
serted from  Jamestown  and  took  up  their  abode 
with  them  ;  but  the  Indians,  who  knew  that  they 
had  acted  contrary  to  Captain  Smith's  <»ders, 
received  them,  with  great  coldness,  and  finally 
brought  them  back  to"  him.  He  inflicted  on 
theiQ  such  exemplary  punishment,  that  no  one 
ventured  to  follow  their  example.  The  good 
conduct  of  the  Indians  at  this  crisis  extorts  from 
the  writer  of  the  narrative  the  remark,  that  there 
was  more  hope  to  make  good  Christians  a^d 
good  subjects  of  them,  than  of  one  half  of  those 
who  pretended  to  be  both.  . 

At  this  period,  Mr.  Sicklemore  returned  from 
his  expedition,  but  without  gaining  any  satisfac- 
tory account  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh^s  lost  com- 
pany or  of  the  silk-grass.  Captain  Smith,  who 
thought  it  proper  not  to  abandon  a  ,  point  so 
strongly  urged  by  the  council  in  England,  sent 
upon  the  same  errand  two  of  his  company  to  the 
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Mangoags ;  a  tribe  of  Indians,  not  subject  to  Pow* 
hdtan^who  dwelt  somewhere  on  the  borders  of 
North  Carolina  and  Virginia.  They  were  fiir- 
uished  with  guides  by  the  chief  of  the  Quiyough- 
nohanocs^a  small  tribe  dwelling  on  the  southern 
banks  pf  the  James  River,  about  ten  miles  from 
Jamestown.  ^'  This  honest,  proper,  promise- 
keeping  king,"  as  be  is  styled^  was  ever  friendly 
IQ  the  English;  and,  thoi^gh  he  zealously  wor- 
shipped his  own  false  gods,  he  was  ready  to  ac- 
knowledge that  their  God  exceeded  his,  as  much 
as  guns  did  bows  and. arrows.  He  would  often 
send  presents  to  the  President,  in  a  time  of 
drought,  begging  him  to  pray  to  his  God  for 
rain,  lest  his  com  should  spoil,  because  his  own 
gods  were  angry  with  him.  •  The  result  of  thb 
expedition  was,  like  that  of  the  former  one, 
entirely  unsuccessful. 

The  Germans,  who  were  with  Powhatan,  gave 
them  constant  trouble.  One  Volday,  a  Swiss, 
was  employed  to  solicit  them  to  return  to  the 
colony  ;  but,,  instead  of  that,  he  basely  and  treach^ 
erously  entered  into  a  conspiracy  with  th^m  to  cut 
off  the  English,  and  diligently  exerted  himself  to 
bring  it  to  a  successful  issue.  Seeing  that  these 
were  obligied  to.  wapder  about  in  search  of  provis- 
ions and  leave  the  fort  but  feebly^  defended,  they 
endeavored  to  prevail  upon^  Powhatan  to  lend 
them  his  forces,  promising  to  bum  the  town,  to 
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dotj,  OQ  pranise  of  fiiD  paidoo  far  the  past;  the 
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The  wiiter  of  this  portoon  of  the  Historj  of 
VirgiiBa,  aior  iriating^  these  ineidentSy  aod  stating 
that  their  gieat  seeoriqr  against  the  treaoherous 
machinatioBs  of  these  fareigneis,  and  their  unprin- 
apkd  coaiQotors  at  Jamestown,  was  the  love  and 
respect  in  which  Captain  Smith  was  held,  by  all 
the  neigbboffing  Indians,  goes  on  to  remaric  upon 
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his  merits  in  a  strain  of  honest  admifktion ;  *<Bf 
thb  yoa  toay  see,  fi>r  all  those  eroasesy  treacberiesi 
and  dissenfflons,  hoiv"  he  wrestled  and  overcame 
(without  bloodshed)  all  that  happened  ;  also  what 
good  Viras  done;  bow  few  died;  what  food  the 
Gounti^  naturally  aflbrdetb;  what  small  cause 
there  is  men  should  starre:  or  ^be  murdered  by 
the  savages^  that  have  diseretion  to  manage  them 
with  courage  and^  industry.  13ie  two  first  years, 
(hough  by  his  adventures  he.  had  c&m  brought 
the  savages  to  a  traetaUe  trad^,  yet  you  see  how 
the  envious  authority  ever  oroased  him^  and  frus* 
trated  his  best  endeavors.  But  it  wrought  in  him 
that  experience  and  estimation  amongst  the  sava- 
gesy  as  otherwise  it  had  been  impossible  he  had 
ever  effected  that  he  did.  Notwithstanding  jbe 
many  miserable,  yet  generous  and  worthy  adven* 
tures  he  had  oft  and  long  endured  in  the  wide 
world)  yet  in  this  case  he  was  again  to  learn  his 
lecture  by  experience;  wbieh  with  much  ado 
having  obtained,  it  was  his  ill  chance  to  end,  when 
he  had  but  only  learned  how  to  betgin." 

In  the  spring  of ,  the  year  1609,  Captain  Sam- 
uel Argall,  afterwards  a  governor  of  the  colony, 
arrived  at  Jamestown.  He  came  to  trade  with 
the  colony  and  to  fish  for  sturgeon,  in  a  ship  sup- 
plied with  wine  and  provisions.  This,  says  Stith, 
was  a  prohibited  trade,  but  it  was  connived  at, 
because  Argall  was  a  relation  of  Sir  Thomas 
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Smith.  The  necesaty  of  the  cdoDy  obliged  them 
to  take  his  pionsioDSy  by  which  the  object  of  his 
▼oyage  was  defeated ;  but  as  soon  as  they  lecd?- 
ed  supplies  from  England,  they  levictualled  him 
home,  with  letteis  giving  a  fall  account  of  the 
state  of  their  affiuis.  By  him  Captain  Smith  re- 
oeiyed  letteis,  blaming  him  for  his  Cruel  usage  of 
tbelndians,  and  6x  not  -sending  back  the  former 
ships  freighted.  By  him  they  also  heard  of  the 
great  preparations  in  England  for  sending  out  an 
expedition,  under  the  command  of  Lord  Delaware, 
and  of  the  entire  change  projected- in  the  govern- 
ment of  the  colony.  ^ 


CHAPTER  XIL 


New  Charter  granted  to  the  Virginia  Compa- 
ny. —  JBcpedirioii  deapatthed  to  Jamestown,  — 
Confadon  uihidi  ensues  on  its  Arrival,  ^^ 
Captain  SmUh  returns  to  England. 

The  administration  of  Captain  Smith,  and  the 
general  course  of  events  from  the  first,  at  James- 
town, bad  been  far  from  satisfactory  to  the  com- 
pany in  England.  They  had  founded  the  colony 
solely  from  selfish  motives,  in  the  hope  of  ac^i> 
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Hig  great  and  sudden  fortunes  by  the  opening  of  a 
passage  to  the  South  Sea,  or  by  the  discovery  of 
abundant  mines  of  gold  and  silver.  The  splendid 
success  of  the  Spaniards  in  Sooth  America  had 
filled  the  imaginations  of  all  Europe  with  golden 
dreams  ;  and  the  company  were  disappointed  and 
irritated,  because  there  had  not  been  found  in 
Virginia  the  mineral  treasures  of  Peru  and  Mex- 
ico. They  chose  to  visit  thieir  displeasure  upon 
the  innocent  head  of  Captain  Smith,  as  if  he  had 
either  been  the'  cause  of  thefr  extravagant  hopes, 
or  had,  by  some -potent^  magic,  banished  the  pre- 
cious metals  from  the  soil  of  Virginia.  • 

Then*  prejudice  against  him  was  increased,  un- 
doubtedly, by  their  extreme  ignorance  of  every 
thing  relating  to  the  history  and  situation  of  the 
colony,  which  disqualified  them  from  judging  of 
the  propriety:  of  his  measjiires«  Their  minds  too 
had  been*  poisoned  by  the  misrepresentations  of 
Newport,  who  possessed  their  entire  confidence, 
and  who  hated  Captain  Smith  with  that  untiring 
and  dogged  hatred,  with  which  an  inferior  being 
contemplates  an  enemy,  who  is  too  much  above 
him  to  allow  the  most  distant  hope  of  rivalship. 
They  were  dissatisfied,  among  other  things,  with 
his  treatment  of  the  Indians,  thinkmg  it  too  harsh 
and  peremptory,  and  that  a  milder  and  more 
conciliatory  one  would  have  induced  them  to  dis- 
cover the  hidden  treasures,  which  they  were  per- 
suaded existed  somewhere  in  the  country. 
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Stakhj  as  the  reader  must  bave  ob- 
Hidrred  hinaeir  bound  from  the  fiist, 

iar  the  yrotectioe  and  sapport  of  the 
cohinyy  nther  than  the  pecnniafy  mterests  of  the 
at  hnwM^      He  endeamfed   to  pwe  it  a 

fiMilBg  in  the  eomtiyy  an  olgect  about 
which  thej  c«ed  vety  fittle,  as  is  Amm  by  their 
Thiiriil  Dciglect  in  supplykig  it  with  piovisioDS, 
as  well  as  bf  the  chancier- of  the  adtentuieis 
whoaa  th^  sent  out. 

He  peneived  at  once  the  fiitility  c£  anj  ex- 
pectations of  jaining  a  leYenne  from  Vii]g^iiia,  and 
dw^  upon  it  in  all hBoommunicaUoos  to  £d^ 
land.  He  saw  that  a.  bandfid  of  EDglisfamen 
wcaa  auTounded  bj  numerous  and  forroidaUe 
tribes  of  Indians,  and  .that  there  could  nev^  be 
anj  securitj  to  life  or  pn^pertj,  unless  they  were 
promptly  overawed  by  firm  and  spirited  conduct 
With  great  propriety  he  oooadered  himself  fiir 
better  able  to  judge  of  the  measures  which  ought 
to  be  adopted  fiir  the  colony,  than,  a  company 
of  gratlemen,  three  thousand  miles  distant,  who 
derived  their  infcimation  from  imperfect  or  in- 
terested sources.  His  admintstradoQ,  as  we  have 
seen,  was  vigorous  and  decided,  aiming  rather  to 
benefit  the  colony,  than  to  please  the. coancil 
at  home.  He  was  too  independent  and  proud 
a  man  to  stoop  to  conciliate  thdse  whose  fivor 
was  not  to  he  won  by  a  steady  adherence  to 
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duty.  He  had  not  a  drop^of  the  courtier's  blood 
in  his  whole  body.  His  intercourse  with  his 
^uperiocs  in  station  was  toarked  with  dignity  and 
self-respect.  His  letter  to  the  council,  which 
he  sent  by  Newport,  and  of  which  we  haye 
given  an  account,  b  certainly  unmarked  by  del- 
icate. ofBcial  defereace,  and  little  calculated  to 
win  or  regain  favor.  AU  these  things  had  com- 
bined to  render  him  and  his  administration,  un- 
popular; and  he,  whose  services  to  the  colo- 
ny had  heen  incalculable,  was  made  the  victim 
of  their  capricious  displeasure,  and  dismissed 
from  an  office  which  .he  had  filled  so  honora- 
bly, so  successfully,  and  with  such  constant  self- 
sacrifice. 

The  Virginia  company,  having  induced  many 
persons  of  rank  apd  wealth  to  join  with  them, 
in  order  to  increase  at  once  their  dignity  and 
their  fimds,  applied  to  King  James  for  a  new 
charter,  which  was  granted,  and  .which  bears 
date.  May  23d,  1609.  It  gave  the  most  ample 
powers  to  the  council  in  England  and  showed  the 
most  wanton  disr^ard  of  the  rights  and  privileges 
d"  the  colonists  who  had  emigrated  on  the  faith 
of  the  first  charter,  and  who  had  toiled,  suffered,^ 
and  accomplished  so  much.  By  virtue  of  these 
powers,  the  new  council  appomted  Lord  Dela- 
ware, a  nobleman  of  high  rank  and  distinguished 
character,   captain-general    of   the    colony ;    Sir 
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CapCam  Smith,  as  the  reader  must  faw  i 
•erved,  considfsied  himself  bound  fit)©  ^J^\ 
to  provide  for  the  protection  and  8«PP^  tJ 
colony,  rather  than  tlie  pecuniary  Jfl^^J^^ 
GouDcil  ai  home*  He  endeavoretJ  to  §^ 
pcrmaDent  footing  in  the  country,  an  ob 
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He  perceived  at  ouce  the  ^«^'^^^//!'^^f 
pectatloQs  of  raising  a  revenue  /roca  ^'^''^''^*'-^/ 
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tnbcs  of  Indians,  and  that  tbere  could  nev&      j 
any  security  to  life  or  property,  nukis  thef  ^ 
promptly  overawed  by  firm  and  spirited  coudu^  j 
With  great    propriety  he  considered  himself  w 
better  able  to  judge  of  the  measures  Vihkb  oiagm 
to    be    adopted   for  the  colony,  tlm  a  company 
of  gentlemen,  three  fhoosand  miles  distant?  who 
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Captain  Smith,  as  the  reader  must  have  ob- 
served, considered  himself  bound  fixxn  the  &ist, 
to  provide  for  the  ^protection  and  support  of  the 
colony,  rather  than  the  pecuniary  interests  of  the 
council  at  home*.    He  endeavored   to  give  it  a 
permanent  footing  in  the  country,  an  object  about 
which  they  cared  very  little,  as  b  shown  by  their 
sharaefiil  neglect  in  supplymg  it  with  provi^DS, 
as  well  as  by  the  character  of  the  adtentuieis 
whom  they  sent  out. 

He  perceived  at  <Hice  the  futility  of  any  ex-    I 
pectations  of  laising  a  revenue  from  Virginia,  and 
dw^lt  upon  it  in  all  his  .communications  to  Eog- 
land.      He  saw  that  a.  handful  of  Englishmen 
were   surrounded  by  numerous    and    formidable 
tribes  of  Indians,  and  .that  there  could  never  be    | 
any  security  to  life  or  property,  unless  they  were 
promptly  overawed  by  firm  and  spirited  conduct    ' 
With  great  propriety  he  considered   himself  ^  far 
better  able  to  judge  of  the  measures  which,  ought 
to  be  adopted  for  the  colony,  than,  a  company 
of  gentlemen,  three  thousand  miles  distant,  who 
derived  their  information  from   imperfept   or  in- 
terested sources.    His  adminbtration,  as  we  have 
seen,  was  vigorous  and  decided,  aiming  rather  to 
benefit  the  colony,  than  to  please  the  .council 
at  home..    He  was  too  independent  and  proud 
a  man  to  stoop  to  conciliate  thbse  whose   favor 
was  not   to  he   won  by  a  steady  adherence   to 


CAPTAIN    JOHN    SMITH.  336 

duty.  He  had  not  a  drop^of  the  courtier's  blood 
in  his  whole  body.  His  intercourse  with  his 
isuperiocs  in  station  was  toarked  with  dignity  and 
self-respect.  His  letter  to  the  council,  which 
he  sent  by  Newport,  and  of  which  we  have 
given  an  account,  is  certainly  unmarked  by  del- 
icate .  c^cial  defereace,  and  little  calculated  to 
win  or  regain  favor.  AU  these  things  had  com- 
bined to  render  him  and  his  administration,  un- 
popular; and  he,  whose  seriices  to  the  colo- 
ny bad  been  incalculable,  was  made  the  victim 
of  their  capricious  displeasure,  and  dismissed 
from  an  office  which  .he  had  filled  so  honora- 
bly, so  successfully,  and  with  such  constant  self- 
sacrifice. 

The  Virginia  company,  having  ibduced  many 
persons  of  rank  apd  wealth  to  jcun  with  them, 
in  order  to  increase  at  once  their  dignity  and 
their  funds,  S4)plied  to  King  James  for  a  new 
charter,  which  was  granted,  and  .which  bears 
date.  May  23d,  1609.  It  gave  the  most  ample 
powers  to  the  council  in  England  and  showed  the 
most  wanton  disr^ard  of  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  the  colonists  who  had  emigrated  on  the  faith 
of  the  first  charter,  and  who  had  toiled,  suffered,^ 
and  accomplished  so  much.  By  virtue  of  these 
powers,  the  new  council  appomted  Lord  Dela- 
ware, a  nobleman  of  high  rank  and  distinguished 
character,   captain-general    of   the    cok>ny  ;    Sir 
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Thomas  Gates,  lieutenant-general ;  Sir  George 
Somers,  admiral ;  Captain  Newport  (the  only  one 
who  had  «ver  been  in  Virginia),  vice-admiral; 
Sir  Thomas  Dale,  high  marshal ;  Sir  Ferdinando 
Wainroan,  master  of  the  horse.  The  counte- 
nance of  so  many  honorable  and  distinguished 
persons  made  the  enterprise  fashionable  and  pop- 
ular, so  that  they  were  able  to  equip  nine  ships, 
in  which  five  hundred  persons  consisting  of  men, 
women,  iand  children,  embarked. 

The  expedition  set  sail  from  England  in  May, 
1609,  under  the  command  of  Sir  George  Somers, 
Sir  Thomas  Grates,  and  Captain  Newport,  each 
of  whom  had  a  commission  authorizing  him,  who 
first  arrived,  to  supersede  the  existing  adnfmis- 
tration,  and  to  govern  the  colony  by  the  terms 
and  provisions  of  the  new  charter,  until  the  arri- 
val of  Lord  Delaware  with  the  remainder  of  the 
recruits  and  supplies.  By  a  most  extraordinary 
oversight,  no  precedence  in  rank  was  assigned 
to  either  of  these  gentlemen',  and  they  were 
unable  to  settle  the  pomt  among  themselves,  nei- 
ther being  willing  to  resign  his  chance  of  being 
the  temporary  head. 

»  To  obviate  this  difficulty,  they  adopted  a  most 
injudicious  and  unfortunatis  expedient;  they  all 
determined  to  embark  in  the  same  vessel,  their 
weak  and  childish  ambition  inducing  them  to 
take  a  step  which  defeated  the  very  object  of 
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this  triumvirate  division  of  authority.  In  their 
ship  were  contained  also  the  bilb  of  lading,  the 
new  commission^  instructions  and  directions  of 
the  inost  ample  nature,  and  the  greater  part  of 
their  provisions.  .This  vessel,  on  the  25tb  of 
July,  parted  from  the  rest  of  the  squadron  m  a 
violent  storm,  and  was  wrecked  on  one  of  the 
Bermuda  Islands ;  another  small  vessel  foundered 
at  sea  i  the  seven  others  arrived  safely  at  James- 
town. The  President,  who  was  informed  of  their 
arrival  by  hb  scouts,  and  who  had  no  expecta- 
tion of  so '  large  a  fleet,  supposed  them  to  be 
Spaniards  coming  td  attack  the  colony,  and  with 
his  usmd  promptness  put  it  in  a  posture  of  de- 
fenice.  The  Indians  at  this  crisis  gave  the  strong-^ 
est  proof  of  their  good-will,  by  coming  forward 
with  the  greatest  alacrity,  and  offering  to  fight 
side  by  side  with  the  English  against  their  en- 
emies. , 

These  unfounded  apprtehensions  were  soon  dis- 
sipated, but  only  to  be  replaced  by  substantial 
evils.  With  the  seven  ships  came  three  indi- 
viduals, of  whom  the  reader  has  before  heard, 
Ratclifl^  (whose  real  name,  as  has  been  stated, 
was  Sickletaore),  Archer,  and  Martin,  all  of 
whom  were  enemies  to /Captain  Smith,  and  haMi 
so  prejudiced  the  minds  of  their  companions 
against  him,  that  they  were  prepared  to  dislike 
without  ever  having  seen  him.     Their  ships  bad 
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amse  the  baik,  and  make  the  greater  part  of  the 
QotoBials  Us  subjeets  and  alaTes* 

This  plot  tras  commuDicated  ta  aome  of  the 
arfaaoatanta  at  Jamestown;  and  two  c^  them, 
^*  whoss  Christian  hearts  relented  at  such  an,  ud- 
dristian  act,"  revealed  it  to  the  President.  When 
it  became  generdlj  Iraown  in  the  colony,  the.  sen- 
timent of  indignation-  was  so  liTely,  that  several 
▼dunteored  to  go  and  slay  die  Gem^ns,  though 
in  the  veiy  presence  of  Powhatan.  Two  were 
accordingly  sent  on  this  errand^  hut,  on  their  ar- 
rival, the  Germans  made  such  plausible  excuses, 
and  accused  Yolday  so  warmly,  that  they  were 
unaoeountaUy  suffered  to  go  unpunished.  Pow- 
hatan seems  to  have  observed  a  strict  neutrality 
in  this  business.  .^  He  sent  a  message  to  Captain 
Smith,  infiirmhig  him  that  he  would  neither  at- 
tempt to  detain  the  Germans,  nor  to  hbder  his 
men  from  executing  his  commands.  One  of  these 
Germans,  we  are  told,'  afterwards  returned  to  his 
duty,  on  promise t)f  full  pardon  for  the  past;  the 
other  redaained  with  Powhatan^ 

The  writer  of  this  porfion  of  the  History  of 
Virgima,  after  rriating  these  incidents,  and  stating 
that  their  great  security  against  the  treacherous 
machkiatioBs  of  these  foreigners,  and  their  unprin- 
cipled coadjutors  at  Jamestown,  was  the  love  and 
respect  in  which  Captab  Smith  was  held,  by  all 
the  neighboring  Indians,  goes  on  to  remark  upon 
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bis  merits  ina  strain  of  honest  admiii^Uion ;  ^  Bf 
this  joa  may  see,  for  aH  those  cras3es^  treacbefiesy 
and  dissensions,  bow  he  wrisstled  and  overcame 
(without  bloodshed)  all  that  happened ;  also  what 
good  ^uras  done;  bow  few  died;  what  food  the 
counti^  naturally  aflbrdetb;  what  small  cause 
there  is  men  should  starre:  or  ^be  murdered  by 
the  t»vages,  that  have  disoretion  to  manage  them 
with  courage  and^  industry.  The  two  first  years, 
though  by  his  adventures  he.  had  ofiiett  brought 
the  savages  to  a  tradable  trade,  yet  you  see  how 
the  envious  authority  ever  crossed  him^  and  frus- 
trated his  best  endeavors.  But  it  wrought  in  him 
that  experience  and  estimation  amongst  the  sava- 
ges, as  otherwise  it  had  been  impossible  he  had 
ever  effected  that -he  did.  Notwithstanding  .the 
many  miserable,  yet  generous  and  worthy  adven- 
tures he  had  oft  and  long  endured  in  the  wide 
world,  yet  in  this  case  he  was  again  to  learn  his 
lecture  by  experi^nee;  which  with  much  ado 
having  obtained,  it  was  his  ill  chance  to  end,  when 
he  had  but  only  learned  bow  to.bogin." 

In  the  spring  of  .the  year  1609,  Captain  Sam« 
uel  Argall,  afterwards  a  governor  of  the  colony, 
arrived  at  Jamestown.  He  came  to  trade  with 
the  colony  and  to  fish  for  sturgeon,  in  a  ship  sup- 
plied with  wine  and  provisions.  This,  says  Stith, 
was  a  prohibited  trade,  but  it  was  connived  at, 
because  Argall  was  a  relation  of  Sir  Thomas 
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whir  a  piece  of  copper  and  sent  home.  From 
this  circumstance,  a  report  was  spread  far  and 
wide,  among  the  Indians,  that  Captain  Smith  was 
able  to  restore  the  dead  to  life.  . 

Another  incident  took  place  about  this  time, 
which  increased  the  awe  in  which  the  English 
were  held.  An  *^  ingenuous  savage  "  at  Wero- 
wocomoco  had  bj  some  meatafs  obtained  posses- 
sion of  a  bag  of  gunpowder  and  of  the  back- 
piece  of  a  suit  of  armor.  Wishing  to  display  his 
superior  accomplishments  to  his  countrymen,  he 
proceeded  to  dry  the  powder  over  the  fire,  lipon 
the  armor,  as  he  had  seen  the  soldiers  do  at 
Jamestown.  Many  thronged  around  him  and 
peeped  over  his  shoulders,  to  watch  the  process, 
when  suddenly  the  powder  exploded,  killed  the 
unfortunate  operator  and  one  or  two  others,  and 
wounded  several  more,  which  gave  the  whole  na« 
tion  a  great  distaste  to  gunpowder.  '^  These  and 
many  other  such  pretty  accidents,"  as  we  are 
told,  so  amazed  and  alarmed  Powhatan  and  his 
whole  people,  that  they  desired  peace  from  all 
parts,  bringing  in  presents  and  restoring  stolen 
articles,  which  had  long  been  given  up  in  despair. 
After  this,  if  any  Indiafi  was  detected  in  steal- 
ing, he  was  apprehended  and  sent  to  Jamestown 
to  be  ]^unished,  and  the  whole  country  became 
as  free  and  safe  to  the  English  as  to  the  Indians 
themselves. 
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The  English,  thus  unmolested  from  without, 
were  enabled  to  devote  theit  undivided  energies 
to  the  I  internal  affairs  of  the  oolony.  They  set 
themselves  to  labor  with  industry :  and  success. 
In  the  space  of  three  months,  they  b^d  made 
a  considerable  quantity  of  tar,  pitch,  and  potash  ; 
produced  a  sample  of  glass  ;  dug  a  well  of  sweet 
water  in  the  fort,  an  article  which  they  had  not 
bad  in  abundance  before  ;  built  twenty  new  hous* 
es ;  new  covered  the  church ;  provided  nets  and 
weirs  for  fisbmg ;  and  built  a  block-house  on  the 
isthmus  of  Jamestown,  in  which  a  garrison  was 
stationed  to  trade  with  the  Indians,  and  which  no 
one  was  allowed  to  pass  without  an  order  firom  the 
Pr^ssident.  Thirty  or  forty  acres  of  ground  were 
also  dug  and  planted.  A  block-house  was  like- 
wise erected  on  Hog  Island,  and  a  garrison  station- 
ed there  to  give  notice  of  any  vessels  that  might - 
arrive.  At  leisure  times  they  exercised  them- 
selves in  cutting  down  trees  and  making  clap- 
boards and  wainiscoting. ,  About  this  time  Captain 
Wynne  died,  so  that  Captain  Smith  was  left  with 
the  whole  and  absolute  power,  being  both  Presi- 
dent and  council. 

Their  prosperous  and  contented  industry  receiv- 
ed a  sudden  interruption..  On  examining  their 
store  of  com,  they  found  that  half  of  it  had  rot- 
ted and  th6  rest  was  nearly  all  consumed  by  the 
rats    which  bad  been  left  by  the  ship,  and  in- 
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creased  io  great  numbers.  This  put  a  stop  to  all 
their  enterprises  and  obliged  them  to  turn  their 
whole  attention  to  the  procuring  of  food. 

The  Indians  were  very  -friendly  to  them,  bring- 
ing in  deer  and  wildfowl  in  abundance,  and  Pow* 
hatan  spared  them  nearly  half  his  stock  <^  com. 
The  river  also  supplied  them  with  sturgeon  and 
oysters  ;  so  there  was  no  danger  of  thdr  starving 
to  deathw  But  then  food  coul4  not  be  procured 
without  considerable  toU  and  trouUe  ;  and  many  of 
them  were  so  IntoleraUy  lazy,  that,  as'  the  narra- 
tive says,  ^^  bad  they  not  been  forced  nolens  «o- 
letu  perforce  to  gather  and  prepare  their  victual, 
they  would  all  have  starved  or  have  eaten  one 
another."  These  men  were  very  clamorous  that 
he  should  sell  their  tools  and  iron,  their  swords 
and  muskets,  and  even  their  houses  and  ordinance, 
to  the  Indians  for  com,  so  that  they  might  enjoy . 
the  luxury  of  idleness. 

They  endeavored  also  by  all  itieana  in  their 
power  to  induce  him  to  leave  the  couOtiy.  Ne- 
cessity obliged  Captain  Smith  to  overlook  for 
a  time  their  mutinous  and  disorderly  proceed- 
ings; but,  having  detected  and  severely  pun- 
ished the  principal  ringleader,  he  addressed  the 
remainder  in  the  following  terms.  "  Fellovi^  sol- 
diers, I  did  not  think  that  any  one  was  so  false 
as  to  report,  or  that  you  were  sb  simple  as  to 
believe,  either  that  I  intended  to  starve  you,  or 


GAPTAiIN    JOHlf    SUITE.  981 

that  Powhatan  had,  at  tbb  time^  «Qy  eom  for 
himseir^  much  less  <or  you,  or  that  I  would  ool 
procufo  com,  if  I  knew  where  it  was  to  be  had* 
Neither  did  I  think  that  any  were  so  malicious, 
as  I  find  many  are ;  but  IwiU  not  so  yield  to  in«* 
dignalion  as  to  prevent  me  from  dobg  what  I  can 
for  the  good  of  my  most  inveterate  enemy.  But 
dream  no  longer  of  any  further  asabtance  from 
Powhatan,  and  do  not  imagine  d^t  I  shall  not 
compel  the  indolent  to  work,  as  well  as  punish 
the  refractory.  If  I  find  any  one  attempting  to 
escape  to  Newfoundland  in  the  pinnace,  let  him 
be  assured  that  the  gallows  shall  be  his  portion. 
Tou  cannot  deny  that  I  have  often  saved  yout 
lives  at  the  risk  of  my  <>wn,  and  provided  you 
food  when  otherwise  you  might  have  starved* 
But  I  protest,  by  the  God  that  made  me,  that 
since  necessity  has  no  power  to  compel  you  to 
gather  for  yourselves  the  firuita  which  the  earth 
yields,  I  will  oblige  you  to  gather  them,  not  only 
for  yourselves,  but  also  for  the  sick.  You  know 
that  I  have  fared  like  the  meanest  of  you,  and 
that  my  extra  allowance  I  have  always,  distrib- 
uted among  the  sick*  The  siek  ^hall  not  starve, 
but  sha^  fare  like  the  rest  of  us ;  therefore,  who* 
ever  does  not  gather  as  much  every  day  as  I  do, 
the  next  day  he  shall  be  put  over  the  river  and 
be  banished  from  the  fort,  until  he  either  alters 
his  conduct  or  starves.'' 


HT. 

were  mnnnmed  against  as  being 


iT  cniel  and  tmankal :  but  no  one  daied 
to  disobej  tfaem.  AO  exorted  themselves  (i^fi- 
gendj  lo  |wocuie'  food,  so  that  ^bej  not  only  did 
Bot  saSer  frocn  want,  hot  grew  strong  and  healthy. 
Maoj  were  billeted  amoa^  the  Indians,  a  fact 
which  showed  how  nnch  confidence  there  was 
on  ooe  side,  and  how  much  respect,  or  at  least 
tear,  on  the  other.  These  last  were  so  well 
treated  bj  their  kind  enteitainers,  that  many  de- 
serted finom  Jamestown  and  took  up  their  abode 
with  them  ;  but  the  Indians,  who  knew  that  they 
had  acted  contrary  to  Captain  Smith's  (Kders, 
rec^Ted  them  with  great  coldness,  and  finally 
brooght  than  back  to  him.  He  infiicted  on 
them  such  exemplary  punishment,  that  no  ooe 
ventured  to  follow  thar  example.  The  good 
conduct  of  the  Indians  at  this  crisis  exUnrts  from 
the  writer  of  the  narrative  the  remark,  that  there 
was  more  hope  to  make  good  Christians  apd 
good  subjects  of  them,  than  of  one  half  of  those 
who  pretended  to  be  both.  . 

At  this  period,  Mr.  Sicklemore  returned  from 
his  expedition,  hut  without  gaining  any  satisfac- 
tory account  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh^s  lost  com- 
pany or  of  the  silk-grass.  Captain  Smith,  who 
thought  it  proper  not  to  abandon  a  ,  point  so 
strongly  urged  by  the  council  in  England,  sent 
upon  the  same  errand  two  of  bis  conipany  to  the 


CAPTAIN    JOHN    SMITH. 

Mangoags ;  a  tribe  of  Indians,  not  subject  to  Pow* 
bdtan^who  dwelt  somewhere  on  the  borders  of 
North  Carolina  and  Virginia.  They  were  fur- 
nished with  guides  by  the  chief  of  the  Quiyough- 
nohanocsy  a  small  tribe  dwelling  on  the  southern 
banks  pf  the  James  River,  about  ten  miles  from 
Jamestown.  <^  This  honest,  proper,  promise- 
keeping  king,"  as  he  is  styled>  was  ever  friendly 
to  the  English;  and,  though  he  zealously  wor- 
shipped his  own  false  gods,  he  was  ready  to  ac* 
knowledge  that  their  God  exceeded  his,  as  much 
as  guns  did  bows  and. arrows.  He  would  often 
send  presents  to  the  President,  in  a  time  of 
drought,  begging  him  to  pray  to  his  God  for 
rain,  lest  bis  com  should  spoil,  because  his  own 
gods  were  angry  with  him.  •  The  result  of  this 
expedition  was,  like  that  of  the  former  one, 
entirely  unsuccessful. 

The  Gennans,  who  were  with  Powhatan,  gave 
them  constant  trouble.  One  Volday,  a  Swiss, 
was  employed  to  solicit  tfaem  to  return  to  the 
colony  ;  but,,  instead  of  that,  he  basely  and  treach- 
erously entered  into  a  conspiracy  with  th^m  to  cut 
off  the  English,  and  diligently  exerted  himself  to 
bring  it  to  a  successful  issue.  Seeing  that  these 
were  obliged  to.  wapder  about  in  search  of  provis- 
ions and  leave  the  fort  but  feebly^  defended,  they 
endeavored  to  prevail  upon^  Powhatan  to  lend 
them  his  forces,  promising  to  bum  the  town,  to 
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^tht  hakyMd  flMke  ibegiwler  part  of  the 


TtB  plot  Ms  Tf—wwirilffA  to  aome  of  the 

led  two  of  them, 
mhrtfJ  at  such  an.  un- 
t  k  ID  the  PraskknU  When 
I  in  the  eolaajf  the  seih- 
ao  fivdy,  that  seyend 
I  day  the  GenoEvuis,  though 
of  Powhatan.  Two  were 
OD  this  enand ;  hot,  on  dieir  us- 
malythe  Genaans  made  sodi  pfauisihle  excuses, 
VqUay  ao  waimly,  that  they  were 
ntahiy  aufBered  to  go  unpunished.  Pow- 
10  have  observed  a  strict  neutrality 
in  tins  hininn^  ^  He  salt  a  message  to  Captain 
Saaithy  infannii^  him  that  he  would  neither  at* 
tempt  to  detain  the  Germans,  nor  to  hinder  his 
men  from  execotiig  his  enmmands.  One  of  these 
Germans,  we  are  toM,-  afterwards  letomed  to  bis 
duty,  on  piomiset>f  fiiU  pardon  for  the  post;  the 
other  remained  with  Powhatan^ 

The  writer  of  thb  portion  of  the  History  of 
Viigiiua,  after  rdating  these  incidents,  and  statiDg 
that  their  great  security  against  the  treacherous 
machinations  of  these  foreigners,  auid  their  unprin- 
apled  coadjutors  at  Jamestown,  was  the  love  and 
respect  in  which  Captab  Smith  was  held,  by  all 
the  neighboring  Indians,  goes  on  to  remark  upon 
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Ilia  merits  in^a  stnun  of  honest  admifktioD ;  ^<  Bf 
this  70a  iiiay  see,  for  aH  those  crosses^  treacheries^ 
and  dissensons,  how>  be  wr)9stled  and  overcame 
(without  bloodshed)  all  that  happened ;  also  whai 
good  Was  done;  how  few  died;  what  food  tbe 
count]^  naturally  afibrdeth;  what  small  cause 
there  ia  men  should  starre.  or  ^be  murdered  by 
the  savages>  that  have  chseretion  to  manage  them 
with  courage  and^  industry.  IJie  two  fieit  years^ 
though  by  his  adventures  he.  had  often  brought 
the  savages  to  a  traelaUe  trade,  yet  you  see  how 
the  envious  authority  ever  crossed  him^  and  frus- 
trated bis  best  endeavors.  But  it  wrought  in  him 
that  experience  and  estimation  amongst  tbe  sava- 
gesy  as  otherwise  it  had  been  impossible  he  bad 
ever  effected  that  he  did.  Notwithstanding  .the 
many  miserable,  yet  generous  and  worthy  adven- 
tures he  had  oil  and  long  endured  in  tbe  wide 
world)  yet  in  this  case  be  was  again  to  learn  bis 
lecture  by  experi^oee;  wbieb  with  much  ado 
having  obtained,  it  was  his  ill  chance  to  end,  when 
he  bad  but  only  learned  how  to  begin." 

In  the  spring  of  .the  year  1609,  Captain  Sam- 
uel Argall,  afterwards  a  governor  of  the  colony, 
arrived  at  Jamestown.  He  came  to  trade  with 
tbe  colony  and  to  6sh  for  stui^eon,  in  a  ship  sup- 
plied with  wine  and  provisions.  This,  says  Stith, 
was  a  prohibited  trade,  but  it  was  connived  at, 
because  Argall  was  a  relation  of  Sir  Thomas 
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Sakh.  The  mtaesatf  of  the  ookmy  oUiged  tbem 
to  tdke  kis  fmnaaaSy  b j  idiidi  the  oligect  of  his 
wn*e  was  defeflied ;  but  as  soon  as  thej  lecriv- 
ed  sapc&es  from  Eii^laiMl,  tliey  levictualled  him 
koose,  wiih  lectCB  giviag  a  ibU  aooouDt  of  the 
sbae  of  their  afin.  Bj  him  Captain  Smith  re- 
ceived lettesy  hhming  bim  fcr  his  Ciuel  usage  of 
the  ImJMT^  and  fir  not  -aendiog  bade  the  former 
ships  ftctgbied.  Bj  him  they  also  heaid  of  the 
«reai  prepaiatiaBS  io  Ea^and  far  sending  out  an 
C3Lpc<itiony  imder  the  command  of  Lord  Delaware, 
and  of  the  entire  change  pngected-in  the  goyem- 
ment  of  the  ooloBy. 


CHAPTER  Xn. 


Nem  Ckmier  gnmied  to  tke  Virginia  Qmpo' 
ny.  —  Etptdiium  iespatAed  ioJamesiovm.  — 
Oni/ksum  isUdk  tmsuts  an  its  Jhrival.^^ 
Capim.  Smiik  retenw  to  ImgUmd. 

Thb  administration  of  Captain  Smith,  and  the 
general  course  of  events  from  the  firet,  at  James- 
town, had  been  far  from  satisfaetory  to  the  com- 
pany in  England.  They  had  founded  the  colony 
solely  from  selfish  motives,  id  the  hope  of  acquir- 
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iog  great  and  sudden  fortunes  by  the  opening  of  a 
passage  to  the  South  Sea,  or  by  the  discovery  of 
abundant  mines  of  gold  and  silver.  The  splendid 
success  of  the  Spaniards  in  Sooth  America  had 
filled  the  imaginations  of  all  Europe  with  golden 
dreams  ;  and  the  company  were  disappointed  and 
irritated,  because  there  had  not  been  found  in 
Virginia  the  mineral  treasures  of  Peru  and  Mex*- 
ico.  They  chose  to  visit  fhieir  displeasure  upon 
the  innocent  head  of  Captain  Smith,  as  if  he  had 
either  been  the'  cause  of  thefr  extravagant  hopes, 
or  had,  by  some -potent^  magic,  banished  the  pre- 
cious metals  from  the  soil  of  Virginia.  • 

Their  prejudice  against  him  was  increased,  un- 
doubtedly, by  their  extreme  ignorance  of  every 
thing  relating  to  the  history  and  situation  of  the 
colony,  which  disqualified  them  from  judging  of 
the  propriety:  of  his  mea8.ures«  Their  minds  too 
bad  been'  poisoned  by  the  misrepresentations  of 
Newport,  who  possessed  their  entire  confidence, 
and  who  hated  Captain  Smith  with  that  untiring 
and  dogged  hatred,  with  which  an  inferior  being 
contemplates  an  enemy,  who  is  too  much  above 
him  to  allow  the  most  distant  hope  of  rivalship. 
They  were  dissatisfied,  among  other  thmgs,  with 
his  treatment  of  the  Indians,  thinking  it  too  harsh 
and  peremptory,  and  that  a  milder  and  more 
conciliatory  one  would  have  induced  them  to  dis- 
cover the  hidden  treasures,  which  they  were  per- 
suaded existed  somewhere  in  the  country. 
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have  ob- 
fiom  the  fiist, 
md  support  of  the 
iterests  of  the 
to  give  it  a 
iolject  about 
wiack  tkej  cved  veij  fittle,  as  is  Aamn  by  their 
T^rifB^^  oei^ect  is  aapplyiag  it  with  piovisioDSy 
as  veil  as  bj  the  dander- of  the  adventureis 
vhooB  ikej  seat  oou 

He  pesDeired  at  once  the  fiitilily  of  anj  ex- 
pnrtatinm  of  niemg  a  leTenae  firoiD  Vii]^iiia,  and 
dwi^  apoD  it  a  all  hisooannamcaiions  to  Eog* 
land.     He  saw  that  a.  handfal  of  Eoglishmen 

tiibes  of  lodians,  and  .that  there  could  never  be 
any  aecuiity  to  life  or  prdjpertj,  onless  they  were 
promptly  overawed  by  fion  and  spirited  conduct. 
With  great  propriety  he  oonadered  himself^  iar 
better  able  to  judge  of  the  measures  which  ought 
to  be  adopted  fer  the  ccdony,  than,  a  company 
of  gentlemen,  three  thousand  miles  distant,  who 
derived  their  infermatimi  fiom  imp^rfept  or  in- 
terested souraes.  His  administratioo,  as  we  have 
seen,  was  vigorous  and  decided,  aiming  rather  to 
benefit  the  colony,  than  to  please  the  .council 
at  home..  He  was  too  independent  and  proud 
a  man  to  stoop  to  conciliate  tbose  whose  favor 
was  not  to  he   won  by  a  steady  adherence  to 
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duty.  He  had  not  a  drop^of  the  courtier's  hlood 
in  his  whole  body.  His  intercourse  with  his 
superiors  in  station  was  toarked  witb  dignity  and 
self-respect.  His  letter  to  the  council,  which 
he  sent  by  Newport,  and  of  which  we  have 
given  an  account,  is  certainly  unmarked  by  del- 
icate, official  deference,  and  little  calculated  to 
win  or  regain  favor.  All  these  things  had  com- 
luned  to  render  him  and  his  admimstration.  un- 
popular; and  he,  whose  services  to  the  colo^ 
ny  had  been  incalculable,  was  made  the  victim 
of  their  capricipus  displeasure,  and  dismissed 
from  an  office  which  ,he  had  filled  so  honora- 
bly, so  successfully,  and  with  such  constant  self- 
sacrifice. 

The  Virginia  company,  havbg  idduced  many 
persons  of  rank  apd  wealth  to  j(»n  with  them, 
in  order  to  increase  at  once  their  dignity  and 
their  funds,  ajpplied  to  King  James  for  a  new 
charter,  which  was  granted,  and  .which  bears 
date,. May  23d,  1609.  It  gave  the  most  ample 
powers  to  the  council  in  England  and  showed  the 
most  wanton  disregard  of  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  the  colonists  who  had  emigrated  on  the  faith 
of  the  first  charter,  and  who  had  toiled,  suffered,^ 
and  accomplished  so  much.  By  virtue  of  these 
powers,  the  ftew  council  appointed  Lord  Dela- 
ware, a  nobleman  of  high  rank  and  distinguished 
character,   captain-general    of   the    colony  ;    Sir 
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Thomas  Gates,  lieutenant-general ;  Sir  George 
Somers,  admiral ;  Captain  Newport  (the  only  one 
who  had  ever  been  in  Virginia),  vice-admiral; 
Sir  Thomas  Dale,  high  marshal ;  Sir  Ferdinando 
Wainman,  master  of  the  horse.  The  counte- 
nance of  so  many  honorable  and  distinguished 
persons  made  the  enterprise  fashionable  and  pop- 
ular, so  that  they  were  able  to  equip  nine  ships, 
in  which  five  hundred  persons  consisting  of  men, 
women,  iEind  children,  embarked. 

The  expedition  set  sail  from  England  in  May, 
1609,  under  the  command  of  Sir  George  Somers, 
Sir  Thomas  Gates,  and  Captain  Newport,  each 
of  whom  had  a  commission  authorizing  him,  who 
first  arrived,  to  supersede  the  existing  adnlinis- 
tration,  and  to  govern  the  colony  by  the  terms 
and  provisions  of  the  new  charter,  until  the  arri- 
val of  Lord  Delaware  with  ihe  remainder  of  the 
recruits  and  supplies.  By  a  most  extraordinary 
oversight,  no  precedence  in  rank  was  assigned 
to  either  of  these  gentlemen',  and  they  were 
unable  to  settle  the  point  among  themselves,  nei- 
ther being  willing  to  resign  his  chance  of  being 
the  temporary  head. 

»  To  obviate  this  difficulty,  they  adopted  a  most 
injudicious  and  unibitunatie  expedient;  they  all 
determined  to  embark  in  the  same  vessel,  their 
weak  and  childish  ambition  inducing  them  to 
take  a  step  which  defeated  the  very  object  of 
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this  triumvirate  division  of  authority.  In  their 
ship  were  contained  also  the  bilb  of  lading,  the 
new  commission,  instructions  and  direcUons  of 
the  most  ample  nature,  and  the  greater  part  of 
their  provisions.  .This  vessel,  pn  the  25th  of 
July,  parted  from  the  rest  of  the  squadron  m  a 
violent  storm,  and  was  wrecked  oo  one  of  the 
Bermuda  Islands ;  another  small  vessd  fouqdered 
at  sea  i  the  seven  others  arrived  safely  at  James- 
town. The  President,  who  was  informed  of  their 
arrival  by  his  scouts,  and  who  had  no  expecta- 
tion of  so '  large  a  fleet,  supposed  them  to  be 
Spaniards  coming  td  attack  the  colony,  and  with 
his  iidoal  promptness  put  it  in  a  posture  of  de- 
fen<3e.  The  Indians  at  this  crisis  gave  the  strong-^ 
est  proof  of  their  good-will,  by  coming  forward 
with  the  greatest  alacrity,  and  offering  td  fight 
side  by  side  with  the  English  against  their  en* 
emies.  , 

These  unfounded  apprehensions  w^e  soon  dis- 
sipated, but  only  to  be  replaced  by  substantial 
evils*  With  the  seven  ships  came  three  indi- 
viduals, of  whom  the  reader  has  before  heard, 
Ratclt6&  (whose  real  name,  as  has  been  stated, 
was  Sicklehiore),  Archer,  aiid  Martin,  all  of 
whom  were  enemies  to  ^Captain  Smith,  and  had 
so  prejudiced  the  minds  of  their  companions 
against  him,  that  they  were  prepared  to  dislike 
without  ever  having  seen  him.     Their  ships  had 
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Thomas  Gates,  lieutenant-general ;  Sir  George 
Somers,  admiral ;  Captain  Newport  (the  only  one 
who  had  ever  been  in  Virginia),  vice-admiral; 
Sir  Thomas  Dale,  high  marshal ;  Sir  Ferdinando 
Wainman,  master  of  the  horse.  The  counte- 
nance of  so  many  honorable  and  distinguished 
persons  made  the  enterprise  fashionable  and  pop- 
ular, so  that  they  were  able  to  equip  nine  ships, 
in  which  five  hundred  persons  consisting  of  men, 
women,  land  children,  embarked. 

The  expedition  set  sail  from  England  in  May, 
1609,  under  the  command  of  Sir  George  Somers, 
Sir  Thomas  Gates,  and  Captain  Newport,  each 
of  whom  had  a  commission  authorizing  him,  who 
first  arrived,  to  supersede  the  existing  adnlinis- 
tration,  and  to  govern  the  colony  by  the  terms 
and  provisions  of  the  new  charter,  until  the  arri- 
val of  Lord  Delaware  with  ihe  remainder  of  the 
recruits  and  supplies.  By  a  most  extraordinary 
oversight,  no  precedence  in  rank  was  assigned 
to  either  of  these  gentlemen',  and  they  were 
unable  to  settle  the  point  among  themselves,  nei- 
ther being  willing  to  resign  his  chance  of  being 
the  temporary  head. 

»  To  obviate  this  difficulty,  they  adopted  a  most 
injudicious  and^  unibitunatie  expedient ;  they  all 
determined  to  embark  in  the  same  vessel,  their 
weak  and  childish  ambition  inducing  them  to 
take  a  step  which  defeated  the  very  object   of 


CAPTAIN    JOHK    SMITH.  387 

this  triumvirate  division  of  aulhoritj.  In  their 
ship  were  contamed  also  the  bilb  of  lading,  the 
new  commission,  instrubtbns  and  direcUons  of 
the  most  ample  nature,  and  the  greater  part  of 
their  provisions.  .This  vessel,  pn  the  25th  of 
July,  parted  from  the  rest  of  the  squadron  in  a 
violent  storm,  and  was  wrecked  on  one  of  the 
Bermuda  Islands  ;  another  small  vessel  foundered 
at  sea  ^  the  seven  others  arrived  safely  at  James- 
town. The  President,  who  was  informed  of  their 
arrival  by  his  scouts,  and  who  had  no  expecta- 
tion of  so '  large  a  fleet,  supposed  them  to  be 
Spaniards  coming  td  attack  the  colony,  and  with 
his  udoal  promptness  put  it  in  a  posture  of  de- 
ktice.  The  Indians  at  this  crisis  gave  the  strong-^ 
est  proof  of  their  good-will,  by  coming  forward 
With  the  greatest  alacrity,  and  offering  to  fight 
side  by  side  with  the  English  against  their  en* 
emies.         '  , 

These  unfounded  apprehensions  wore  soon  dis- 
sipated, but  only  to  be  replaced  by  substantial 
evils.  With  the  seven  ships  came  three  indi- 
viduals, of  whom  the  reader  has  before  heard, 
Ratcli6&  (whose  real  name,  as  has  been  stated, 
was  Sickletnore),  Archer,  and  Martin,  all  of 
whom  were  enemies  to /Captain  Smith,  and  had 
so  prejudiced  the  minds  of  their  companions 
against  him,  that  they  were  prepared  to  dislike 
without  ever  having  seen  him.     Their  ships  bad 
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Thomas  Gates,  lieutenant-general ;  Sir  George 
SomerSy  admiral ;  Captain  Newport  (the  only  one 
who  had  -ever  heen  in  Virginia),  vice-admiral; 
Sir  Thomas  Dale,  high  marshal ;  Sir  Ferdinando 
Wainman,  master  of  the  horse.  The  counte- 
nance of  so  many  honorable  and  distinguished 
persons  made  the  enterprise  fashionable  and  pop- 
ular, so  that  they  were  able  to  equip  nine  ships, 
in  which  five  hundred  persons  consisting  of  men, 
women,  land  children,  embarked. 

The  expedition  set  sail  from  England  in  May, 
1609,  under  the  command  of  Sir  George  Somers, 
Sir  Thomas  Gates,  and  Captain  Newport,  each 
of  whom  had  a  commission  authorizing  him,  who 
first  arrived,  to  supersede  the  existing  adnfinis- 
tration,  and  to  govern  the  colony  by  the  terms 
and  provisions  of  the  new  charter,  until  the  arri- 
val of  Lord  Delaware  with  the  remainder  of  the 
recruits  and  supplies.  By  a  most  extraordinary 
oversight,  no  precedence  in  rank  was  assigned 
to  either  of  these  gentlemen',  and  they  were 
unable  to  settle  the  point  among  themselves,  nei- 
ther being  willing  to  resign  his  chance  of  being 
the  temporary  head. 
*  To  obviate  this  difficulty,  they  adopted  a  most 
injudicious  and  unibitunatie  expedient;  they  all 
determined  to  embark  in  the  same  vessel,  their 
weak  and  childish  arabitbn  inducing  them  to 
take  a  step  which  defeated  the  very  object  of 
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this  triumvirate  division  of  authority.  In  their 
ship  were  contained  also  the  bilb  of  lading,  the 
new  commission,  instrut^tions  and  direcUons  of 
the  most  ample  nature,  and  the  greater  part  of 
their  provisions.  ,This  vessel,  pn  the  25th  of 
July,  parted  from  the  rest  of  the  squadron  m  a 
violent  storm,  and  was  wrecked  on  one  of  the 
Bermuda  Islands ;  another  small  vessel  foundered 
at  sea  i  the  seven  others  arrived  safely  at  James- 
town. The  President,  who  was  informed  of  their 
arrival  by  his  scouts,  and  who  had  no  expecta- 
tion of  so '  large  a  fleet,  supposed  them  to  be 
Spaniards  coming  ta  attack  the  colony,  and  with 
his  usual  promptness  put  it  in  a  posture  of  de- 
fen<$e.  The  Indians  at  this  crisis  gave  the  strong-, 
est  proof  of  their  good-will,  by  coming  forward 
With  the  greatest  alacrity,  and  offering  to  fight 
side  by  side  with  the  English  against  their  en* 
amies.  , 

These  unfounded  apprehensions  were  soon  dis- 
sipated, but  only  to  be  replaced  by  substantial 
evils*  With  the  seven  ships  came  three  indi- 
viduals, of  whom  the  reader  has  before  heard, 
Ratcliffb  (whose  real  name,  as  has  been  stated, 
was  Sicklehiore),  Archer,  and  Martin,  aU  of 
whom  wese  enemies  to /Captain  Smith,  and  had 
so  prejudiced  the  minds  of  their  companions 
against  him,  that  they  were  prepared  to  dislike 
without  ever  having  seen  him.     Their  ships  had 
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Thomas  Gates,  lieutenant-general ;  Sir  George 
Somers,  admiral ;  Captain  Newport  (the  only  one 
who  had  «ver  been  in  Virginia),  vice-admiral; 
Sir  Thomas  Dale^  high  marshal ;  Sir  Ferdinando 
Wainroan,  master  of  the  horse.  The  counte- 
nance of  so  many  honorable  and  distinguished 
persons  made  the  enterprise  fashionable  and  pop- 
ular, so  that  they  were  able  to  equip  nine  ships, 
in  which  five  hundred  persons  consisting  of  men, 
women,  iand  children,  embarked. 

The  expedition  set  sail  from  England  in  May, 
1609,  under  the  command  of  Sir  George  Somers, 
Sir  Thomas  Gates,  and  Captain  Newport,  each 
of  whom  had  a  commission  authorizing  him,  who 
first  arrived,  to  supersede  the  existing  adminis- 
tration, and  to  govern  the  colony  by  the  terms 
and  provisions  of  the  new  charter,  until  the  arri- 
val of  Lord  Delaware  with  ihe  remainder  of  the 
recruits  and  supplies.  By  a  most  extraordinary 
oversight,  no  precedence  in  rank  was  assigned 
to  either  of  these  gentlemen',  and  they  were 
unable  to  settle  the  point  among  themselves,  nei- 
ther being  willing  to  resign  his  chance  of  being 
the  temporary  head. 

»  To  obviate  this  difficulty,  they  adopted  a  most 
injudicious  and^  unibrtunatie  expedient ;  they  all 
determined  to  embark  in  the  same  vessel,  their 
weak  and  childish  ambition  inducing  them  to 
take  a  step  which  defeated  the  very  object  of 


CAPTAIN    JOHK    SMITH.  387 

this  triumvirate  division  of  authority.  In  their 
ship  were  contained  also  the  bills  of  lading,  the 
new  commission,  instructions  and  directions  of 
the  most  ample  nature,  and  the  greater  part  of 
their  provisions.  .This  vessel,  pn  the  25th  of 
July,  parted  from  the  rest  of  the  squadron  m  a 
violent  storm,  and  was  wrecked  on  one  of  the 
Bermuda  Islands ;  another  small  vessel  foundered 
at  sea  i  the  seven  others  arrived  safely  at  James- 
town. The  President,  who  was  informed  of  their 
arrival  by  his  scouts,  and  who  had  no  expecta- 
tion of  so  large  a  fleet,  supposed  them  to  be 
Spaniards  coming  to  attack  the  colony,  and  with 
bis  udoal  promptness  put  it  in  a  posture  of  de- 
fence. The  Indians  at  this  crisis  gave  the  strong-, 
est  proof  of  their  good-will,  by  coming  forward 
With  the  greatest  alacrity,  and  offering  to  fight 
side  by  side  with  the  English  against  their  en- 
emies. 

These  unfounded  apprehensions  were  soon  dis- 
sipated, but  only  to  be  replaced  by  substantial 
evils.  With  the  seven  ships  came  three  indi- 
viduals, of  whom  the  reader  has  before  heard, 
Ratclifl&  (whose  real  name,  as  has  been  stated, 
was  Sicklehiore),  Archer,  and  Martin,  all  of 
whom  were  enemies  to /Captain  Smith,  &<>d  had 
so  prejudiced  the  minds  of  their  compap'io'w 
against  him,  that  they  were  prepared  to  dislike 
without  ever  having  seen  him.     Their  ships  bad 
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Thomas  Gates,  lieutenaDt-general ;  Sir  George 
Somers,  admiral ;  Captain  Newport  (the  only  one 
who  had  ever  been  in  Virginia),  vice-admiral; 
Sir  Thomas  Dale,  high  marshal ;  Sir  Ferdinando 
Wainman,  master  of  the  horse.  The  counte- 
nance of  so  many  honorable  and  distinguished 
persons  made  the  enterprise  fashionable  and  pop 
ular,  so  that  they  were  able  to  equip  nine  ships, 
in  which  five  hundred  persons  conskiting  of  nien, 
women,  and  children,  embarked. 

The  expedition  set  sail  from  England  in  May, 
1609,  under  the  command  of  Sir  George  Somers, 
Sir  Thomas  Gates,  and  Captain  Newport,  each 
of  whom  had  a  commission  authorizing  him,  who 
first  arrived,  to  supersede  the  existing  adminis- 
tration, and  to  govern  the  colony  by  the  terms 
and  jprovisions  of  the  new  charter,  until  the  arri- 
val of  Lord  Delaware  with  ihe  remainder  of  the 
recruits  and  supplies.  By  a  most  extraordinary 
oversight,  no  precedence  in  rank  was  assigned 
to  either  of  these  gentlemen',  and  they  were 
unable  to  settle  the  point  among  themselves,  nei- 
ther being  willing  to  resign  his  chance  of  bebg 
the  temporary  head. 

►  To  obviate  this  difficulty,  they  adopted  a  most 
injudicious  and  unibrtunatie  expedient;  they  all 
determined  to  eml)ark  in  the  same  vessel,  their 
weak  and  childish  ambition  inducing  them  to 
take  a  step  which  defeated  the  very  x>bject   of 
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this  triumvirate  division  of  authority.  In  their 
ship  were  contained  also  the  bills  of  lading,  the 
new  commission,  instructions  and  directions  of 
the  most  ample  nature,  and  the  greater  part  <^ 
their  provisions.  ,Thts  vessel,  pn  the  25th  of 
July,  parted  from  the  rest  of  the  squadron  in  a 
violent  storm,  and  was  wrecked  on  one  of  the 
Bermuda  Islands ;  another  small  vessel  foundered 
at  sea  i  the  seven  others  arrived  safelf  at  James- 
town. The  President,  who  was  informed  of  their 
arrival  by  hb  scouts,  and  who  had  no  expecta- 
tion of  so '  large  a  fleet,  supposed  them  to  be 
Spaniards  coming  td  attack  the  colony,  and  with 
his  udoal  promptness  put  it  in  a  posture  of  de- 
fenice.  The  Indians  at  this  crisis  gave  the  strong-^ 
est  proof  of  their  good-will,  by  coming  forward 
with  the  greatest  alacrity,  and  offering  to  fight 
side  by  side  with  the  English  against  their  en- 
emies. , 

These  unfounded  apprehensions  were  soon  dis- 
sipated, but  only  to  be  replaced  by  substantial 
evils*  With  the  seven  ships  came  three  indi- 
viduals, of  whom  the  reader  has  before  heard, 
Ratclifi^  (whose  real  name,  as  has  been  stated, 
was  Sicklehiore),  Archer,  aiid  Mmin,  all  of 
whom  were  enemies  to; Captain  Smith,  and  had 
so  prejudiced  the  minds  of  their  companions 
against  him,  that  they  were  prepared  to  dislike 
without  ever  having  seen  him.     Their  ships  had 
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been  gieady  shattered  ie  their  stonny  passage, 
their  pro?isioiis  were  mailing  low,  many  of  them 
were  sick,  aod  they  airived  at  the  season  of  the 
year  most  trying  to  the  constitution.  The  great- 
er part  of  the  company,  moieoTer,  consisted  of 
persons  ''much  fitter,^'  as  Stith  says,  ^<to  spoil 
or  ruin  a  oonunonwealth  than  to  help  to  raise 
or  maintain  one/'  They  con^sted  of  dissipated 
young  men,  exiled  by  their  friends  to  escape  a 
worse  destiny  at  home  ;  bankrapt  tradesnofen  ; 
needy  adventurers ;  gentlemen,  lazy,  poor,  and 
proud;  profligate  hangers-on  of  great  men,  and 
the  like. 

A  scene  of  wild  confusion  too)^  place  immedi- 
ately upon  their  landing.  They  had  brought 
no  commission  with  them  which  could  supersede 
the  old  one,  and  no  one  coidd,  with  legal  pro- 
priety, supplant  Captain  Smith.  The  new  com- 
ers, however,  disdained  to  submit  to  his  aotbor- 
ity,  prejudiced  as  they  were  a^unst .  him,  and 
looking  with  contempt  upon  the  litde  band  of 
colonists,  whom  they  were  sent  to  cast  into  the 
shade. 

He,  at  first,  allowed  them  to  have  every  thing 
in  their  own  way,  and  in  consequence  there  was 
an  entire  end  of  all  government,  discipline,  and 
subordination.  The  new  comers,  tliough  hav^ig 
neither  the  authority  nor  the  capacity,  under- 
took  to  remodel   the  government.     They  coo- 
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ferred  the  chief  power  first  on  one  and  then  on 
another ;  to-day,  they  administered  the  govern- 
ment according  to  the  M  commission ;  to-morrow, 
according  to  the  new :  and  the  next  day,  after  a 
new.  fashion  of  their  own.  There  was  no  con- 
sistency, no  responsibility,  and  in  fact  no  govern- 
ment ;  but  instead  of  it  a  wild  *  anarchy  -and  mis- 
rule, to  which  nothing  but  chao9  could  furnish  a 


The  sensible  and  judicious  part  of  the  com- 
munity, both  of  the  new  comers  and  of  the  old 
settlers,  perceived  that  this  state  of  things,  if 
long  condnued,  would  \bring  the  colony  to  utter 
ruin,  and,  justly  appreciating  the  distinguished 
merit  of  Captain  Smith,  entreated  him  to  re- 
sume his  abandoned  authority,  and  save  them 
from  destruction)  before  it  was  too  late.  He 
was  himsdf  so  disgusted  with  the  new  comers 
and  their  jiroceedings,  that,  had  he  consulted  his 
own  -wishes  alone,  he  would  have  abandoned  the 
country  and  gone  to  England.  But  there  was 
no  alloy  of  selfishness  in  bis  nature.  He  felt 
for  the  colony^  of  which  he  was  the  ^ soul  and 
life-blood,  the  pride  and  affection  which  a  par- 
ent feels' for  a  favorite  child.  To  its  prosperity 
he  was  ever  ready  to  sacrifice  his  private  feelings, 
and  he  saw  plainly,  that  the  present  system  would 
end  in  its  ruin. 
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He  felt  emboldened  too  by  the  convicdoD  of 
the  feet,  that  be  was  aod  had  been  its  legal  bead, 
and  that  no  one  had  any  offidal  authority  in 
aopeiseding  him.  He  did  not  hestate,  theiefixe, 
to  resome  the  station,  winch  he  had  for  a  short 
time  tadlly  fesigned,  though  in  doing  so  be  ex* 
posed  himself  to  infinite  vexadoos  and  no  little 
actual  danger  from  the  secret  and  open  opposi- 
tion of  his  enemies.  The  most  obstinalie  .and 
refinctofj  of  them  he  cast  into  prison  for  safe 
keeping,  until  there  was  lei^ire  for  a  fair  and 
legd  trkl.  It  was  thought  expedient  to  divide 
their  numbers,  and  accordingly  Captain  Martin 
was  sent  with  a  hundred  and  twenty  men  to 
Nansemond,  and  Captain  West  with  the  like  num- 
ber to  the  Falls  of  James  River,  each  receiv- 
ing a  due  proportion  of  provisions  fr(»n  the  com- 
mon stock. 

Before  these  settlements  were  planted.  Cap- 
tain South,  having  establidied  aregiUar  govern- 
ment, and  bmng  near  the  end  of  the  year  of  his 
presidency,  resigned  it  in  fevor  of  Martin,  who 
was  the  only  person  that  could  be  chosen  to  the 
office.  He  had  the  good  sense  to  perceive,  that 
he  was  not  qualified  for  so  arduous  a  station,  and, 
restoring  it  to  Captain  Smith  in  less  than  three 
hours,  proceeded  vrith  his  company  to  Nanse- 
mond. His  experiment  proved  a  total  fulure. 
The  Indians  were  kindly  disposed   towards  him, 
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tUl  bis  injudicious  conduct  converted  them  into 
determined  enemies.  They  made  a  successful 
attack  upon  him,  killing  many  of  his  men,  and 
carrying  off  a  thousand  bushels  of  his  corn.  He^ 
made  a  feeble  resistance,  and  did  not  attempt  to 
recover  what  he  had  lost,  but  sent  to  Jamestown 
for  thirty  soldiers  to  aid  him.  These  were 
promptly  despatched,  but  he  made  no  use  of 
them  ;  and  they  soon  returned  of  their  own  ac- 
cord, disgusted  with  his  cowardice  and  imbecility. 
Martin  himself  shortly  followed  them,  leaving  bis 
company  to  take  care  of  themselves. 

Disasters  also  followed  the  settlement  at  the 
Falls.  It  was  originally  made  in  a  place  exposed 
to  the  inundations  of  the  river  and  to  other  great 
inconveniences ;  and  Captain  West  returned  to 
Jamestown  to  obtain  advice  and  assistance  in  the 
removal  of  it.  Captain  Smith  immediately  pur- 
chased of  Powhatan  the  place  called  by  his  name, 
which  was  a  short  distance  lower  down  the  river, 
and  went  up  to  the  Falls  himself,  to  superin 
tend  their  establishment  in  their  new  abode.  But 
the  mutinous  and  disorderly  company,  seeing  him^ 
attended  with  dkily  five  men,  refused  to  obey  his 
orders,'and,  on  his  attempting  to  use  force,  resbted 
him  and  obliged  him  to  take  refuge  on  board  his 
vessel,  having  narrowly  escaped  with  his  life. 

He  remained  here  nine  days,  in  the  hope  that 
they  would  listen  to  reason  and  consult  their  own 
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merest  in  pnttiiig  theoiselves  under  his  g&id- 
moe.  But  they  obstinately  refused  to  the  last. 
The  Imfiuis,  meanwhfle,  flocked  around  him 
with  hitter  oamphints  of  the  treatment  they  bad 
received  from  the  settlers,  saybg,  that  they  bad 
robbed  their  gardens,  stolen  their  com,  beaten 
them,  broken  into  their  houses,  and  carried  off 
some  of  thdr  people  and  detained  them  prison- 
ers. They  ofl^red  to  asast  him  b  bringing  tbem 
to  subjection  by  the  strong  aim  of  power,  and 
told  him,  that  they  had  borae  these  insults  and 
mjuries  from  his  countrymen  out  of  respect  to 
him ;  but  that  he  must  forgiVe  them  if  hereafter 
they  defended  themselves  to  the  utmost  of  their 
ability,  and  repelled  unprovc^ed  aggressions  by 
foree.  ' 

Finding  his  effi»ts  to  be  unavailing,  Captain 
Smith  departed ;  *  but  his  vessel  grounded,  after 
she  had  proceeded  aLout  half  a  league,  a  very 
fortunate  circumstance,  as  the  result  showed. 
For  no  sooner  was  his  bade  turned,  than  some 
Indians,  not  more  than  twelve  in  number  it  is 
stated,  burning  for  revenge,  assaulted  the  settlers, 
and,  killing  several  stragglers  whom  they  found  in 
the  woods,  strack  such  a  panic  bto  the  rest,  that 
they  sent  down  in  great  alarm  to  Captain  Smith, 
offering  to  accede  to  any  terms  that  he  would 
propose,  if  he  would  come  and  assist  them.  He 
returned,  and,  after  punishing  sixr  or  seven  of  the 
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chief  oflfenders,  removed  Uie  rest  to  Powhatan^  a 
place  every  way  adapted  to  their  purposes,  as  it 
had  been  brought  ander  cultivation  by  the  In- 
dians, who  had  also  erected  a  strong  fort  there. 

As  soon  as  they  were  settled  in  their  new 
habitation,  Captain  West  returned  and  began  to 
undo  gU  that  bad  been  done^  Captain  Smith, 
unwilling  to  contend  with  him,  opposed  him  in 
not(iing,  hilt  left  him  to  manage  every  thing  in  his 
own  way.  By  his  influence  they  were  bduced  to 
return  to  their  former  situation,  for  what  reason 
it  is  not  stated.. 

Captain  Smith  met  with  a  most  unhappy  acci- 
dent as  he  was  returning  to  Jamestown.  While 
he  was  sleeping  in  the  boat,  a  bag  of  powder  lying 
near  him  exploded,  and  tore  and  burned  hb  flesh 
in  the  most  shocking  manner.  His  clothes  being 
on  fire,  he  leaped  overboard  to  quench  the  flames, 
and  was  with  difficulty  rescued  from  drowning. 
In  this  sad  condition  he  arrived  at  Jamestown, 
where  things  were  in  such  a  state  as  to  require 
all  4iis  faculties  of  mind  and  body.  The  time 
set  for  the  trial  of  Ratcliffe,  Archer,  and  the 
others  who  had  been  imprisoned,  drew  near,  and 
their  guilty  consciences  made  them  shrink  from 
an  inquiry,  about  the  ri^sult  of  which  they  could 
entertain  no  doubt.  Seeing  too  the  helpless  state 
of  the  President,  they  entered  into  a  plot  to 
murder  him  in  his  bed ;  but  the  heart  of  the  base 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 

Remarks  on  Captain  Smithes  Admniitration 
in  Virginia. 

Captain  Smith  resided  a>little. more  thao  two 
years  in  Virginia;  during  one  of  which  he  was 
President  of  the  colony.  The  reader,  who  has 
gone  thus  far  with  me^  will  be  enabled  to  fimn 
a  conception  of  what  he  accomplished,  and  the 
disadvantages  against  which  he  contended.  It  is 
difficult  for  those  who  have  been  reared  on  the  lap 
of  civilization/  and  had  wants  created  by  the  facil- 
ities of  gratifying  them,  to  have  a  full  sense  of  the 
labors  and  sufferings  of  the  first  settlers  of  a  new 
country.  Familiar  with  the  luxuries  of  artificial 
life,  they  are  thrown  into  a  situation  where  ani- 
mal existence  can  hardly  he  supported.  Severe 
and  unremitted  toil  wears  down  the  firame  aiid 
depresses  the  ihind.  Famine  oftetf  lays  siege  to 
them,  and  new  and  strange  diseases  prostrate  their 
strength.  A  vague  sense  of  apprehension  ever 
darkens  their  lot,  and  not  a  leaf  stirs,  but  makes 
them  start  with  the  expectation  of  encountering 
some  great  and  unknown  danger. 

The  bright  hopes,  with  which  they  began  their 
enterprise,  ar6  apt  to  languish  and  die ;  and  their 
hearts  faint  under  the  influence  of  that  homesick- 
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ness,  for  which  theie  is  no  medicine  but  a  draught 
of  the  air  of  one's  nsltive  land.  To  be  the  suc- 
cessful leader  of  a  band  of  new  settlers  under 
the  most  favorable  circumstances,,  requires  an 
extraordinary  combination  of  powers.  He  must 
be  able  to  use  hb  hands  as  well  as  his  head,  tp 
act  as  well  as  to  command,  to  show  how  things  are 
to  be  done  as  well  as  to  give  directions  to  do 
them.  He  must  be  able  to  awe  the  refractory,  to 
encourage  the  distrustful,  and  to  cheer  up  the 
drooping.  He  must  have  courage,  fortitude*,  self- 
command,  and  perseverance;  he  must  be  just, 
yet  not  stem,  dignified,  yet  afiable  and  easy  of 
approach. 

The  Virginia  colony,  and  its  head  in  particular^ 
had  triab  and  perils'  of  a  peculiar  nature  to  en- 
counter, in  additidn  to  those  which  they  might 
naturally  have  expected.  In  the  first  place,  they 
were  surrounded  by  numerous  and  powerful  tribes 
of  Indians,  whose  occupation  was  war,  and  who 
were  organized  into  a  powerful  confederacy  under 
a  ruler  of  extraordinary  resources,  the  idol  of  his 
people,  full  of  courage  and  enterprise,  rivalling 
in  dissimulation  the  most  accomplished  European 
diplomatist ;  and,  if  not  the  implacable  enemy  of 
the  whites,  he  has  been  represented  as  being  still 
very  far  from  their  friend,  and,  with  a  prophetic 
spirit,  apparently  realizing  from  the  first,  that 
their  permanent  residence  and  Increase  would  in- 
volve the  ruin  of  bis  own  people. 
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As  we  have  seen,  too,  Captdn  Smith  bad 
'much  to  contend  against  in  the  characters  of  many 
of  the  settlers  themselves,  whom  the  old  world 
seems  to  have  shaken  off,  as  being  too  Worth- 
less and  desperate  to  be  any  longer  tolerated  at 
home.  They  were  6ontinually  irritating  him  by 
their  surly  opposition^  and  infecting  the  well- 
disposed  by  their  ill  example ;  for  labors  and 
hardships  are  much  lightened  when  they  are 
shared  by  all.  Instead  of  receiving  aid  fix)m  the 
council  at  home,  they  were  to  him  a  source  of 
unmixed  vexation  arid  disappointment. 

Chagrined  by  the  failure  of?  their  visionary 
hopes,  with  a  truly  consistent  selfishness  they 
tibandoned  to  unwarrantable  neglect  the  settlers, 
whom  they  had  sent  into  a  howling  wilderness, 
taking  no  pains  to  provide  for  their  wants,  and, 
by  their  absurd  exactions,  making  the  expeditions 
they  sent  out  to  them  a  tax  and  a  burden. 
Captain  Smith  they  honore<i  with  peculiar  dislike, 
because  he  preferred  the  interests  of  the  colony 
to  their  own  ;  believing  all  that  his  enemies  could 
say  of  him,  giving  him  reprOof  where  honor  was 
due,  and  finally  depriving  him  of  his  command, 
at  the  very  moment,  when  by  his  extraordinary 
exertions,  he  had  established  the  colony  upon  a 
firm  basis,  and  could  look  confidently  forward  to 
its  steady  increase  and  continued  prosperity. 
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It  is  hardly  posable  for  Captain  Smith's  ser- 
▼ioes  to  the  oc^y  to  be  exaggerated.  Nothing 
hot  the  force  of  his  character  could  have  eon- 
ducted  it  through  so  niany  difficulties  and  dan- 
gers. Upon  his  single  life  its  existence  hung, 
and  without  him  the  enterprise  jirould  have  been 
relinquished  again  and  again,  as  in  the  case  d 
the  settlements  oo  the  coast  of  North  Carolina, 
and  the  establishment  of  a  permanent  colony  in 
America  would  have  been  delayed  to  an  inde- 
finite period,  since  every  unsuccessful  attempt 
would  have  been  a  firesh  discouragement  to  such 
an  undertaldng.  It  is  easy  to  be  seen  that  he 
embraced  the  interests  of  the  colony  with  the 
whole  force  of  his  fervid  and  enthusiastic  char- 
acter. He  was  its  right  eye  and  its  right  arm. 
In  its  service  he  displayed  a  perseverance,  which 
no  obstacles  could  dishearten,  a  courage,  which 
bordered  upon  rashness,  and  a  fertility  of  resour- 
ces, which  never  left  him  at  a  loss  for  remedies 
against  every  disaster,  and  for  the  means  of  extri- 
cating himself  from  every  di^culty  and  embar- 
rassment. 

It  is  curious  to  observe  that  he  seemed  not 
only  to  superintend,  but  to  do  every  thing.  His 
official  dignity  never  encumbered  him  when  any 
thing  was  to  be  done.  We  find  him,  at  one  time, 
cutting  down  trees  with  his  own  hands ;  at  another, 
heading  an  exploring  expedition,  venturing,  with  a 
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few  timid  followers  in  an  open  bark,  into  unknown 
regions  densely  peopled  with  savage  tribes;  and 
at  another,  marching  with  a  few  soldiers  to  pro- 
cure provisionis,  and  sleeping  on  the  bare  ground 
in  the  depth  of  winter.  He  had  the  advantage 
of  possessing  an  iron  frame  and  a  constitution 
whigh  was  proof  agdnst  sickness  and  exposure ; 
so  that;  while,  others  were  faint,  drooping,  and 
weary,  he  was  vigorous,  unexhausted,  ready  to 
grapple  with  danger,  and  contemplating  every 
enterprise  with  cheerful  confidence  in  the  result. 

In  the  government  of  his  colony  he  was  rigid- 
ly impartial,  just,  and,  as  might  be  expected  from 
one  who  had  so  long  been  a  soldier,  strict  even 
to,  sevei[ity.  This  was  indeed  one  of  the  objec- 
tions made  to  his  administration  by  the  council  in 
EIngland,  and  it  without  doubt  created  him  many 
enemies  in  Jamestown.  But  the  intelligent  rea- 
der, will  find  for  him  a  sufficient  apology  in  the 
desperate  character  of  many  of  the  settlers,  and 
in  the  absolute  necessity  of  implicit  iwbordinatioD, 
which  their  situatbn  required. 

The  whole  power-  was  centred  in  his  own 
person,  and  a  refusal  to  obey  him  was  a  refusal 
to  obey  the  laws,  upon  which  their  safety  and 
even  exbtence  depended.  His  severity  arose 
from  a  sense  of  duty,  and  no  one.  ever  accused 
him  of  being  wantonly  cruel  or  revengeful.  No 
man  was  more  ready  to  forgive  ofiences,  aimed 
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interest  in  putting  themselves  under  his  g&id- 
%nce.  But  they  obstinately  refused  to  the  last. 
The  Indians,  meanwhile,  flocked  around  him 
with  bitter  complaints  of  the  treatment  they  had 
received  from  the  settlers,  saying,  that  they  had 
robbed  their  gardens,  stolen  their  com,  beaten 
them,  broken  into  their  houses,  and  carried  off 
some  of  their  people  and  detained  them  prison- 
.ers.  They  offered  to  assist  him  in  bringing  them 
to  subjection  by  the  strong  arm  of  power,  and 
told  him,  that  they  had  borne  these  insults  and 
injuries  from  his  countrymen  out  of  respect  to 
him ;  but  that  he  must  forgive  them  if  hereafter 
they  defended  themselves  to  the  utmost  of  their 
ability,  and  repelled  unprovqked  aggressions  by 
force.  ' 

Finding  his  effi>rts  to  be  unavailing.  Captain 
Smith  departed ; '  but  his  vessel  grounded,  after 
she  had  proceeded  about  half  a  league,  a  very 
fortunate  circumstance,  as  the  result  showed. 
For  no  sooner  was  his  back~  turned,  than  some 
Indians,  not  more  than  twelve  in  number  it  is 
stated,  burning  for  revenge,  assanlted  the  settlers, 
and,  killing  several  stragglers  whom  they  found  in 
the  woods,  struck  such  a  panic  into  the  rest,  that 
they  sent  down  in  great  alarm  to  Captain  Smith, 
ofiering  to  accede  to  any  terms  that  he  would 
propose,  if  he  would  come  and  assist  them.  He 
returned,  and,  after  punishing  six^  or  seven  of  the 
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chief  offenders^  removed  the  rest  to  Powhatan^  a 
place  every  way  adapted  to  their  purposes,  as  it 
had  been  b]X>ught  ander  cultivation  by  the  In- 
dians, who  had  also  erected  a  strong  fort  there. 

As  soon  as  they  were  settled  in  their  new 
habitation,  Captain  West  returned  and  began  to 
undo  all  that  bad  been  done^  Captain  Smith, 
unwilling  to  contend  with  him,  opposed  him  in 
nothing,  but  left  him  to  manage  every  thing  in  his 
own  way.  By  his  influence  they  were  induced  to 
return  to  their  former  situation,  for  what  reason 
it  is  not  stated.. 

Captain  Smith  met  with  a  most  unhappy  acci- 
dent as  he  was  returning  to  Jamestown.  While 
he  was  sleeping  in  the  boat,  a  bag  of  powder  lying 
near  him  exploded,  and  tore  and  burned  hb  flesh 
in  the  most  shocking  manner.  His  clothes  being 
on  Are,  he  leaped  overboard  to  quench  the  flames, 
and  was  with  difficulty  rescued  from  drowning. 
In  this  sad  condition  he  arrived  at  Jamestown, 
where  things  were  in  such  a  state  as  to  reqtiire 
all  his  faculties  of  mind  and  body.  The  time 
set  for  the  trial  of  Ratclifle,  Archer,  and  the 
others  who  had  been  imprisoned,  drew  near,  and 
their  guilty  consciences  made  them  shrink  from 
an  inquiry,  about  the  result  of  which '  they  could 
entertain  no  doubt.  Seeing  too  the  helpless  state 
of  the  President,  they  entered  into  a  plot  to 
murder  him  in  his  bed ;  but  the  heart  of  the  base 
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wietchy  who  was  choseD  to  be  the  instnimeDt  of 
their  wickedness,  fiuled  him  at  the  last  moment, 
and  he  had  not  the  courage  to  fire  his  moiderous 
pistol.  Having  fiiiled  in  thb,  thej  endeavored 
to  usurp  the  goyemment  and  thereby  escape  pun- 
bhment.  Fevered  and  tormented  bj  his  wounds, 
Captain  Smith  became  weaiy  of  this  perpetual 
struggle  against  the  violence  and  malice  of  his 
enemies,  and  of  supporting  his  rigbtfhl  authority 
bj  ibice  and  sev^ty ;  and  he  now  determined  to 
return  to  England,  though  his  old  friends,  indig- 
nant at  the  treatment  he  had  received,  ofi<»ed  and 
indeed  entreated  to  be  allowed  to  bring,  him  the 
heads- of  his  foes.  But  he  would  not  permit  the 
colony  to  be  embroiled  in  a  civil  war  on  his  ac- 
count. Hi$  wounds  also  grew  very  dangerous, 
from  the  want  of  surgical  aid ;  and  be  believed 
that  he  could  never  recover,  unless  he  went  home 
as  soon  as  possible  to  be  cured  there.  He  there- 
f(nre,  in  the  early  part  of  the  autumn  of  1^9, 
departed  from  Virginia  never  to  return  ao  it  again. 
He  left  behind  him  four  hundred  and  ninety 
colonists,  one  hundred  of  whom  were  trained  and 
expert  soldiers,  three  ships,  seyen  boats,  tw.enty- 
four  pieces  of  ordnance,  three  hundred  muskets 
and  other  arms,  abundance  of  ammunition  and 
tools,  wearing  apparel  sufficient  for  all  their  wants, 
-and  an  ample  stock  of  domestic  animals  and  pro- 
visions. 
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CHAPTER  XIIL 

BenuirJci  on  Captain  Smithes  Administration 
in  Virginia. 

Captain  Smith  resided  a  ^ittle^  more  than  two 
years  in  Virginia;  during  one  of  which  he  was 
President  of  the  colony.  The  reader,  who  has^ 
gone  thus  far  with  me^  will  be  enabled  to  form 
a  conception  of  what  he  accomplished,  and  the 
disadvantages  against  which  he  contended.  It  is 
difEcult  for  those  who  have  been  reared  on  the  lap 
of  civilization/  and  had  wants  created  by  the  facil* 
ities  of  gratifying  them,  to  have  a  full  sense  of  the 
labors  and  sufferings  of  the  first  settlers  of  a  new 
country.  Familiar  with  the  luxuries  of  artificial 
life,  they  are  thrown  into  a  situation  where  ani- 
mal existence  can  hardly  he  supported.  Severe 
and  unremitted  toil  wears  down  the  firame  aiid 
depresses  the  mind.  Famine  ofteit  lays  siege  to 
them,  and  new  and  strange  diseases  prostrate  their 
strength.  A  vague  sense  of  apprehension  ever 
darkens  their  lot,  and  not  a  leaf  stirs,  but  makes 
them  start  with  the  expectation  of  encountering^ 
some  great  and  unknown  danger. 

The  bright  hopes,  with  which  they  began  their 
enterprise,  are  apt  to  languish  and  die ;  and  their 
hearts  faint  under  the  influence  of  that  homesick- 
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ness,  for  which  there  is  no  medicine  but  a  draught 
of  the  air  of  one's  native  land.  To  be  the  suc- 
cessful leader  of  a  band  of  new  settlers  under 
the  most  favorable  circumstances,,  requires  an 
extraordinarj^  combination  of  powers.  He  must 
be  able  to  use  his  hands  as  well  as  his  head,  tp 
act  as  well  as  to  command,  to  show  how  things  are 
to  be  done  as  well  as  to  give  directions  to  do 
them.  He  must  be  able  to  awe  the  refractory,  to 
encourage  the  distrustful,  and  to  cheer  up  the 
drooping.  He  must  have  courage,  fortitude;  self- 
command,  and  perseverance;  he  must  be  just, 
yet  not  stem,  dignified,  yet  affable  and  easy  of 
approach. 

The  Virginia  colony,  and  its  head  in  particular, 
bad  trials  and  perils  of  a  peculiar  nature  to  en- 
counter, in  additibn  to  those  which  they  might 
naturally  have  expected.  In  the  first  place,  they 
were  surroui^ded  by  numerous  and  powerful  tribes 
of  Indians,  whose  occupation  was  war,  and  who 
were  organized  into  a  powerful  confederacy  under 
a  ruler  of  extraordinary  resources,  the  idol  of  his 
people,  full  of  courage  and  enterprise,  rivaUing 
in  dissimulation  the  most  accomplished  European 
diplomatist ;  and,  if  not  the  implacable  enemy  of 
the  whites,  he  has  been  represented  as  being  still 
very  far  from  their  friend,  and,  with  a  prophetic 
spirit,  apparently  realizing  from  the  first,  that 
their  permanent  residence  and  increase  would  in- 
volve the  ruin  of  his  own  people. 
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As  we  have  seen,  too,  Captain  Smith  had 
much  to  contend  against  in  the«  characters  of  many 
of  the  settlers  themselves,  whom  the  old  world 
seems  to  have  shaken  off,  as  being  too  Worth- 
less and  desperate  to  be  any  longer  tolerated  at 
borne.  They  were  Continually  irritating  him  by 
their  surly  opposition^  and  infecting  the  well- 
disposed  by  their  ill  example ;  for  labors  and 
hardships  are  much  lightened  when  they  are 
shared  by  all.  Instead  of  receiving  aid  from  the 
council  at  home,  they  were  to  him  a  source  of 
unmixed  vexation  and  disappointment. 

Chagrined  by  the  failure  of)  their  visionary 
hopes,  with  a  truly  consistent  sel6shness  they 
ilbandoned  to  unwarrantable  neglect  the  settlers, 
whom  they  had  sent  into  a  howling  wilderness, 
taking  no  pains  to  provide  for  their  wants,  and, 
by  their  absurd  exactions,  making  the  expeditions 
they  sent  out  to  them  a  tax  and  a  burden. 
Captain  Smith  they  honore({  with  peculiar  dislike, 
because  he  preferred  the  interests  of  the  colony 
to  their  own  ;  believing  all  that  his  enemies  could 
say  of  him,  giving  him  reprOof  where  honor  was 
due,  and  finally  depriving  him  of  hfs  command, 
at  the  very  moment,  when  by  his  extraordinary 
exertions,  he  had  established  the  colony  upon  a 
firm  basis,  and  could  look  confidently  forward  to 
its  steady  increase  and  continued  prosperity. 
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It  u  httdlj  possible  for  Captain  Smith's  ser- 
vioes  to  the  oolooj  to  be  exaggerated.  Nothing 
but  the  foice  of  his  character  could  have  cod- 
ducted  il  through  so  maDy  difficulties  and  danr 
gefSb  Upoo  his  single  life  its  existence  hung, 
and  without  him  the  enterprise  jrould  have  .been 
leEoquished  again  and  again,  as  in  the  case  cS 
the  settlements  on  the  coast  oi  North  Carolina, 
and  the  establishment  of  a  permanent  colony  in 
America  would  have  been  delayed  to  an  inde- 
finite period,  since  eyery  unsuccessful  attempt 
would  have  been  a  fresh  discouragement  to  such 
an  undertakmg.  It  is  easy  to  be  seen  that  he 
embraced  the  interests  of  the  colony  with  the 
whole  force  of  bis  fervid  and  enthusiastic  char- 
acter. He  was  ils  right  eye  and  its  right^  arm* 
In  its  service  he  displayed  a  perseverance,  which 
no  obstacles  could  dishearten,  a  courage,  which 
bordered  upon  rashness,  and  a  fertility  of  resour- 
ces, which  never  left  him  at  a  loss  for  remedies 
against  every  disaster,  and  for  the  means  of  extri- 
cating himself  from  every  diflScuIty  and  embar- 
rassment* 

It  is  curious  to  observe  that  he  seemed  not 
only  to  superintend,  but  to  do  every  thing.  His 
official  dignity  never  encumbered  kica  when  any 
thing  was  to  be  done.  We  find  hira,  at  one  time, 
cutting  down  trees  with  his  own  bands;  at  another, 
heading  an  exploring  expeditioa,  venturing,  with  a 
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few  timid  followers  in  an  open  bark,  into  unknown 
regions  densely  peopled  with  savage  tribes;  and 
at  another,  marching  with  a  few  soldiers  to  pro- 
cure provisionis,  and  sleeping  on  the  bare  ground 
in  the  depth  of  winter.  He  had  the  advantage 
of  possessing  an  iron  frame  and  a  constitution 
whi^h  was  proof  against  sickness  and  exposure ; 
so  that,  while,  others  were  faint,  drooping,  and 
weary,  be  was  vigqrous,  unexhausted,  ready  to 
grapple  with  danger,  and  contemplating  every 
enterprise  with  cheerful  confidence  in  the  result. 

In  the  government  df  his  colony  he  was  rigid- 
ly  impartial,  just,  and,  as  might  be  expected  from 
one  who  bad  so  long  been  a  soldier,  strict  even 
to,  seveinty.  T%is  was  mdeed  one  of  the  objec- 
tions made  to  his  administration. by  the  council  in 
Ekigland,  and  it  without  doubt  created  him  many 
enemies  in  Jamestown.  But  the  intelligent  rea- 
der, will  find  for  him  a  sufficient  apology  in  the 
desperate  character  of  many  of  the  settlers,  and 
in  the  absolute  necessity  of  implicit  ^ubordinatica, 
which  their  situation  required. 

The  whole  power  was  centred  in  his  own 
person,  and  a  refusal  to  obey  him  was  a  refusal 
to  obey  the  laws,  upon  which  their  safety  and 
even  exbtence  depended.  His  severity  arose 
from  a  sense  of  duty,  and  no  one  ever  accused 
him  of  being  wantonly  cruel  or  revengeful.  No 
man  was  more  ready  to  forgive   offences,  aimed 
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(  ifll  laiTS  of  IBS  i 
oe  ladbBBy  tHiwgh  mad  dwa js 
of  C»nB>Blin  orkocfaer- 
md  voT  kiBjIiip  to  faim,  if 
of  ike  mMMMi  of  his  cbj. 
H-fsc  aaoL  »  ^paiosj  most  be  fiMod  in  the  pecn- 
is  viBcfa  he  was  phced.  He 
of  a  pwnaid  body,  meedog 
vkh  die  Inifiii  ob  tcnns  (rf*  equal 
of  a  iscUe  WdiI,  wfaom  thej,  iftbey 
'  cmm  soengtb,  mi^t  have  crash- 
ed in  m  BDoacHt.  The  paaska  of  fear  is  the 
paveoc  of  diKkr  and  of  treachery.  It  was  oec- 
csarr  (or  at  least  it  was  deemed  so)  to  OTerawe 
lie  lijftiinsj  to  strike  ienor  into  them ;  and,  V  the 
to  fcr  aooomphshing  these  eods 
sliictlf  jnstifaHe,  there  was  at  least  an 
excuse  lor  them. 

The  Eogiish  were  also  more  than  once  threat- 
ened with  fcmMM»^  while  their  Indian  neighbors 
were  generaDj  well  sil]^]ied  with  provisions ;  and 
reason  and  experience  tdi  us  that  starving  men 
will  Dol  be  very  nice  in  their  expedients  to  obtain 
Ibod,  or  oooUy  examine  into  the  right  and  wrong 
of  measiires,  when  a  fierce  aaimal  instinct  is  goad- 
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mg  them  on.  Captain  Smith,  by  his  prudence 
and  firmness,  established  a  most  harmonious  feel- 
ing between  the  two  races. 

The  respect  of  the  Indians  for  him  hardly 
stopped  short  of  idolatry.  His  great  qualities 
were  evident  to  these  untutored  children  of  na- 
ture, and  their  reverence  was  the  instinctive  hom- 
age which  was  paid  to  innate  superiority.  This  is 
alone  sufficient  to  prove  that  he  never  treated  the 
Indians,  even  as  they  thought,  with  injustice,  cru- 
elty, or  caprice ;  had  it  been  so,  he  never  would 
have  been  so  admired  and  honored  by  a  race  of 
men  who  are  proverbial  for  never  forgetting  an 
injury. 

The  genuine  merits  of  Captain  Smith,  as  a  pre- 
siding officer,  can  J9nly  be  fairly  estimated  by  com- 
paring him  with  others.  We  have  seen  that  when- 
ever he  departs  firom  Jamestown  every  thing  is 
thrown  into  confusion,  and  that,  as  soon  as  he  re- 
turns. Older  b  restored  and  the  jarring  notes  of  dis- 
cord cease  to  be  heard.  As  none  but  himself  could 
bend  the  bow  of  Ulysses,  so  no  one  was  capable 
of  sustaining  the  office  of  President  for  a  single 
day  but  Captain  Smith.  We  have  seen  in  what 
difficulties  and  embarassments  Captain  Martin  at 
Nansemond  and  Captain  West  at  the  Falls  sever- 
ally involved  themselves ;  and  from  this  specimen 
we  may  draw  "  ominous  conjecture "  of  what 
would  have  been  the  fate  of  the  whole  colony, 
had  either  of  these  gentlemen  been  at  its  head. 
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of  the  eokmfj  too,  after  he,  its  myng  and 
:  spkau  had  d^atied,  are  in  themselTes  a 


to  know 
whose  tieacheiy 
ioUiged  to 
Samuel,  never 
the  time  be  ficst  left 
his  dsTS  m  Powhatao's  service. 
upoo  promise 
of  Voldaj's  oonsjHracy. 
the  coloay  ^after  the  ar- 
he,  with  another  of 
Fiancis,  taking  advan- 
la^  of  the  general  ooofiisian,  fled  again  to  Pow- 
hatan, praaaising  that  thej  woold  do  wonders  for 
him  at  the  anival  of  I^oid  Ddaware.  But  the 
saTage  OMinareh,  vritb  that  sagaci^  and  eleva- 
tion of  chaiaoter  which  were  peculiar  to  him, 
toid  them  that  the  men,  who  were  readj  to  be- 
tray Captain  Smith  to  him,  would  certainly  be- 
tray him  to  Lord  Delaware,  if  they  could  gun 
any  thing  thereby,  and  immediately  ordered  their 
brains  to  be  beaten  out. 
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As  to  Volday  himself,  he  contrived  to  go  to 
England,' where  he  imposed  upon  many  merchants 
with  stories  of  the  rich  mines  he  had  discovered 
and  of  how  much  he  could  enrich  them,  so  that 
he  was  sent  out  with  Lord  Delaware;  but,  his 
real  character  being  discovered  and  his  falsehoods 
detected,  he  died  in  misery  and  dbgrace. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

Captain  Smithes  First  Voyage  to  New  England. 

FjaoH  the  time  of  Captain  Siiiitd's  departure 
from  Virginia,  till  the  year  1614,  there  is  a 
chasm  in  his  biography.  So  active  a  mind  as 
his  could  not  have  been  idle  during  that  time, 
but,  unfortunately,  no  records  are  preserved  of 
what  he  attempted  or  accomplished.  We  have 
every  reason  to  suppose  that  his  favorite  subject 
of  settling  the  American  coptinent  occupied  a 
large  portion  of  his*  time  and  thoughts.  Hb 
distinguished  reputation,  and  his  great  knowledge 
and  experience  upon  that  head,  would  naturally 
point  him  out  as  the  most  proper  pefson  in  Eng- 
land to  be  consulted  by  those  who  bad  any 
projects  of  the   kind   in   contemplation,   and   as 
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the  besi  qualified  to  take  a  part  in  them  bim- 
selA 

In  1614,  probaUy  by  his  advice  and  at  Us 
suggestioo,  an  expedition  was  fitted  out  by  some 
London  meichants,  in  the  expense  of  which  be 
also  ahared,  for  Ae  piir|)oses  of  trade  and  dis- 
covery in  New  England,  or,  as  it  was  ^o 
called.  North  -  Virgmia.  An  attempt  had  been 
made  to  establish  a  colony  on  the  coast  of  Maioe, 
by  the  Plymouth  company  as  early  as  1607, 
and  forty-five  individuals  passed  the  winter  there. 
As  the  winter  of  1607  —  8  was  remarkably  se- 
vere all  over  the  "world,  we  can  easily  imagine 
thw  auflbrings;  and  shall  not  be  surprised  to 
learn,  that  they  abandoned  the  enterprise,  and 
fetumed  lo  England  in  the  &st  vessel  which 
was  sent  out  to  them.  They  gave  a  most  un- 
iavoraUe  account  of  the  country,  describing  it  as 
cold,  barren,  and  rocky  in  the  extreme.  Dis- 
heartened, it  would  seem,  by  these  representa- 
tions, the  company  for  some  years  confined  their 
efiS>rts  to  one  or  two  voyages^  the  objects  of 
wbicfa  were,  to  eatch  &h  and  traffic  with  the 
Indians,  till,  ais  we  havei  stated,  they  associated 
with  themselves  the  enteipn»ng  genius  of  Cap- 
tain Smith, 

In  March,  1614,  he  set  sail  fix>m  London  with 
two  ships,  one  commanded  by  himself,  and  the 
other  by  Captain  Thomas  Hunt.     They  arrived. 


CAPTAIN    JOHN     SMITH.  355 

April  30th,  at  the  island  of  Manhegin  on  the 
coast  of  Maine,  where  they  built  seven  boats. 
The  purposes,  for  which  they  were  sent,  were  to 
capture  whales  and  to  search  for  mines  of  gold 
or  copper^  which  were  said  to  be  there,  and,  if 
these  failed,  to  make  up  a  cargo  of  fish  and 
furs. 

Of  mines  they  found  no  indications,  and  they 
found  whale-fishing  a  "  costly  conclusion  " ;  for, 
although  they  saw  many,  and  chased  them  too, 
they  succeeded  in  takrng  none.  They  thus  lost 
the  best  part  of  the  fishing  season;  but,  after 
giving  up  their  gigantic  game,  they  diligently 
employed  the  months  of  July  and  August  in 
taking  and  curing  cod-fish,  an  humble,  but  more 
certain  prey.  While  the  crew  were  thus  em- 
ployed, Captain  Shiith,  with  eight  men  in  a 
small  boat,  surveyed  and  .  examined  the  whole 
coast,  from  Penobscot , to  Cape  Cod,  trafficking 
with  the  Indiafis  for  furs,  and  twice  fighting  with 
them,  and  taking  such  observations  of  the  prom- 
inent points,  as  enabled  him  to  construct  a  map 
of  the  country.  He  then  sailed  for  England, 
where  he  arrived  in.  August,  within  six  months 
after  his  departure. 

He  left  Captain  Hunt  behind  hini,  with  orders 
to  dispose  of  his  cargo  of  fish  in  Spain.  Un- 
fortunately, Hunt  was  a  sordid  and  unprincipled 
miscreant,  who  resolved   to  make   bis  country- 
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It  is  hardly  possible  for  Captain  Smith's  ser- 
vices to  the  colony  to  be  exaggerated.  Nothing 
but  the  force  of  his  character  could  have  c(xi- 
ducted  it  through  so  n)any  difficulties  and  danr 
gers.  Upon  his  single  life  its  existence  hung, 
and  without  him  the  enterprise  jrould  have  .been 
relinquished  again  and  agaib,  as.  in  the  case  of 
the  settlements  on  the  coast  of  North  Carolina, 
and  the  establishment  of  a  permanent  colony  in 
America  would  have  been  delayed  to  an  inde- 
finite period,  since  every  unsuccessful  attempt 
would  have  been  a  fresh  discouragement  to  such 
an  undertaking.  It  is  easy  to  be  seen  that  he 
embraced  the  interests  of  the  colony  with  the 
whole  force  of  his  fervid  and  enthusiastic  char- 
acter. He  was  its  right  eye  and  its  right^  arm. 
In  its  service  he  displayed  a  perseverance,  which 
no  obstacles  could  dishearten,  a  courage,  which 
bordered'  upon  rashness,  and  a  fertility  of  resour- 
ces, which  never  left  him  at  a  loss  for  remedies 
against  every  disaster,  and  for  the  means  of  extri- 
cating himself  from  every  diMculty  and  embar^ 
rassment. 

It  is  curious  to  observe  that  he  seemed  not 
only  to  superintend,  but  to  do  every  thing.  His 
official  dignity  never  encumbered  him  when  any 
thing  was  to  be  done.  We  find  him,  at  one  time, 
cutting  down  trees  with  his  own  hands;  at  another, 
heading  an  exploring  expedition,  venturing,  with  a 
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few  timid  followers  in  an  open  bark,  into  unknown 
regions  densely  peopled  with  savage  tribes;  and 
at  another,  marching  with  a  few  soldiers  to  pro- 
cure provisionis,  and  sleeping  on  the  bare  ground 
in  the  depth  of  winter.  He  had  the  advantage 
of  possessing  an  iron  frame  and  a  constitution 
whi^h  was  proof  against  sickness  and  exposure*; 
so  that^  while,  others  were  faint,  drooping,  and 
weary,  he  was  vigqrous,  unexhausted,  ready  to 
grapple  with  danger,  and  contemplating  every 
enterprise  with  cheerful  confidence  in  the  result. 

In  the  government  of  his  colony  he  was  rigid- 
ly  impartial,  just,  and,  as  might  be  efxpected  from 
one  who  had  so  long  been  a  soldier,  strict  even 
to^sevej^ty.  T%is  was  indeed  one  of  the  objec- 
tions made  to  bis  administration. by  the  council  in 
England,  and  it  without  doubt  created  him  many 
enemies  in  Jainestown.  But  the  intelligent  rea- 
der, will  find  for  him  a  sufficient  apology  in  the 
desperate  character  of  many  of  the  settlers,  and 
in  the  absoliUe  necessity  of  implicit  subordination, 
which  their  situatbn  required. 

The  whole  power-  was  centred  in  his  own 
person,  and  a  refusal  to  obey  him  was  a  refusal 
to  obey  the  laws,  upon  which  their  safety  and 
even  existence  depended.  His  severity  arose 
from  a  sense  of  duty,  and  no  one.  ever  accused 
him  of  being  wantonly  cruel  or  revengeful.  No 
man  was  more  ready  to  forgive   offences,  aimed 
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It  is  hardly  possible  for  Captain  Smith's  ser- 
vices to  the  colony  to  be  exaggerated.  Nothing 
but  the  force  of  his  character  could  have  con- 
ducted it  through  so  many  difficulties  and  dan- 
gers. Upon  his  single  life  its  existence  hung, 
and  without  him  the  enterprise  3¥ould  have  been 
relinquished  again  and  agaiAy  as  in  the  case  of 
the  settlements  on  the  coast  of  Nordi  Carolina, 
and  the  establishment  of  a  permanent  colony  in 
America  would  have  been  delayed  to  an  inde- 
finite period,  since  every  unsuccessful  attempt 
would  have  been  a  fresh  discouragement  to  such 
an  undertaking.  It  is  easy  to  be  seen  that  he 
embraced  the  interests  of  the  colony  with  the 
whole  force  of  his  fervid  and  enthusiastic  char- 
acter. He  was  its  right  eye  and  its  right  arm. 
In  its  service  he  displayed  a  perseverance,  which 
no  obstacles  could  dishearten,  a  courage,  which 
bordered  upon  rashness,  and  a  fertility  of  resour- 
ces, which  never  left  him  at  a  loss  for  remedies 
against  every  disaster,  and  for  the  means  of  extri- 
cating himself  from  every  diflSculty  and  embar- 
rassment. 

It  is  curious  to  observe  that  he  seemed  not 
only  to  superintend,  but  to  do  every  thing.  His 
official  dignity  never  encunibered  him  when  aay 
thing  vwis  to  be  done.  We  find  hirn,  at  one  tiniej 
cutting  down  trees  with  liis  own  hands;  at  auoihe' 
heading  an  exploring  expedilion,  veuturing,  w  ' 
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mceresl  in  patting  themselves  under  bis  gtiid- 
«ioe.  But  they  obstmately  reiiised  to  the  last. 
The  Indians,  meanwhile,  flocked  aiound  him 
with  bitter  compbunts  of  the  treatment  they  had 
received  from  the  settlers,  saying,  that  they  bad 
robbed  their  gardens,  stolen  their  ooni,  beaten 
them,  broken  into  their  houses,  and  carried  off 
some  of  their  people  and  detained  them  prisoD- 
ers.  They  c^red  to  assist  him  in  bnnging  tbiem 
to  subjection  by  the  strong  arm  of  power,  and 
toM  him,  that  they  had  borne  these  insults  and 
injuries  from  hb  countrymen  out  of  respect  to 
him ;  but  that  he  must  fcnrgive  them  if  hereafter 
they  defended  themselves  to  the  utmost  of  their 
ability,  and  lepeUed  unprovpked  aggressions-  by 
iorce. 

Finding  his  effiwts  to  be  unavailing.  Captain 
Smith  departed ;' but  bis  vessel  grounded,  after 
she  had  proceeded  about  half  a  league,  a  very 
fortunate  circumstance,  as  the  result  showed. 
For  no  sooner  was  his  back~  turned,  than  some 
Indians,  not  more  than  twelve  in  number  it  is 
stated,  burning  for  revenge,  assaulted  the  settlers, 
and,  killing  several  stragglers  whom  they  foimd  in 
the  woods,  struck  such  a  panic  into  the  rest,  that 
they  sent  down  in  great  alarm  to  Captain  Smith, 
ofiering  to  accede  to  any  terms  that  he  would 
propose,  if  he  would  come  and  assist  them.  He 
returned,  and,  after  punishing  sixr  or  seven  of  the 
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chief  oflfender^y  removed  the  rest  to  Powhatan,  a 
place  every  way  adapted  to  their  purposes,  as  it 
had  been  brought  under  cultivation  by  the  In- 
dians, who  had  also  erected  a  strong  fort  there. 

As  soon  as  they  were  settled  in  their  new 
habitation.  Captain  West  returned  and  began  to 
undo  gll  that  bad  been  done..  Captain  Smith, 
unwilling  to  contend  with  him,  opposed  him  in 
nothing,  but  left  him  to  manage  every  thing  in  his 
own  way.  By  his  influence  they  were  induced  to 
return  to  their  former  situation,  for  what  reason 
it  is  not  stated.. 

Captain  Smith  met  with  a  most  unhappy  acci- 
dent as  he  was  returning  to  Jamestown.  While 
he  was  sleeping  in  the  boat,  a  bag  of  powder  lying 
near  him  exploded,  and  tore  and  burned  his  flesh 
in  the  most  shocking  manner.  His  clothed  being 
on  fire,  he  leaped  overboard  to  quench  the  flames, 
and  was  with  difficulty  rescued  from  drowning. 
In  this  sad  condition  he  arrived  at  Jamestown, 
where  things  were  in  such  a  state  as  to  require 
all  his  faculties  of  mind  and  body.  The  time 
set  for  the  trial  of  Ratcliffe,  Archer,  and  the 
others  who  had  been  imprisoned,  drew  near,  and 
their  guilty  consciences  made  them  shrink  from 
an  inquiry,  about  the  result  of  which' they  could 
entertain  no  doubt.  Seeing  too  the  helpless  state 
of  the  President,  they  entered  into  a  plot  to 
murder  him  in  his  bed ;  but  the  heart  of  the  base 
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CHAPTER  XIU. 

RemarJci  an  Captain  Smithes  Admnutraiion 
in  Virginia. 

Captain  Smith  resided  a  ^little,  more  than  two 
years  in  Virginia;  during  one  of  which  he  was 
President  of  the  colony.  The  reader,  who  has 
gone  thus  far  with  me^  will  be  enabled  to  form 
a  conception  of  what  he  accomplished,  and  the 
disadvantages  against  which  he  contended.  It  is 
difficult  for  those  who  have  been  reared  on  the  lap 
of  civilization,  and  had  wants  created  by  the  facil- 
ities of  gratifying  them,  to  have  a  full  sense  of  the 
labors  and  sufferings  of  the  first  settlers  of  a  new 
country.  Familiar  with  the  luxuries  of  artificial 
life,  they  are  thrown  into  a  situation  where  ani- 
mal existence  can  hardly  he  supported.  Severe- 
and  unremitted  toil  wears  down  the  frame  and 
depresses  the  mind.  Famine  often  lays  siege  to 
them,  and  new  and  strange  diseases  prosti*ate  their 
strength.  A  vague  sense  of  apprehension  ever 
darkens  their  lot,  and  not  a  leaf  stirs,  but  makes 
them  start  with  the  expectation  of  encountering^ 
some  great  and  unknown  danger. 

The  bright  hopes,  with  which  they  began  their 
enterprise,  are  apt  to  languish  and  die ;  and  their 
hearts  faint  under  the  influence  of  that  homesick-' 
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been  gready  shattered  ib  their  stormy  passage, 
their  pfovisioiis  were  niBning  low,  many  of  them 
were  sick,  aod  they  arrived  at  the  season  of  the 
year  most  trying  to  the  constitution.  The  great- 
er part  of  the  company,  moreover,  consisted  of 
persons  ^*  much  fitter/'  as  Stith  says,  "  to  spoil 
or  ruin  a  commonwealth  than  to  help  to  i^ise 
or  maintain  one/'  They  c(Hisisted  of  dissipated 
young  men,  exiled  by  their  friends  to  escape  a 
worse  destiny  at  home  ;  bankrupt  tradesmen  ; 
needy  adventurers ;  gentlemen,  lazy,  poor,  and 
proud;  profligate  hangers-on  of  great  men,  and 
the  like. 

A  scene  of  wild  confusion  took  place  Immedi- 
ately upon  their  landing.  They  had  brought 
no  commission  with  them  which  could  supersede 
the  old  one,  and  no  one  could,  with  legal  pro- 
priety, supplant  Captain  Smith.  The  new  com- 
ers, however,  disdained  to  submit  to  his  autbor- 
ity,  prejudiced  as  they  were  against .  him,  and 
lookbg  with  contempt  upon  the  little  band  of 
colonists,  whom  they  were  sent  to  cast  into  the 
shade. 

He,  at  first,  allowed  them  to  have  every  thing 
in  theur  own  way,  and  in  consequence  there  was 
an  entire  end  of  all  government,  discipline,  and 
subordination.  The  new  comers,  tliough  having 
neither  the  authority  nor  the  capacity,  under- 
took  to  remodel   the  govemmeot.     They   con- 
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ferred  the  chief  power  first  on  one  and  then  on 
another ;  to-day,  they  administered  the  govern- 
ment acccMrding  to  the  old  commission ;  to-morrow, 
according  to  the  new;  and  the  next  day,  after  a 
new.  fashion  of  their  own.  There  was  no  con- 
sistency, no  responsibility,  and  in  fact  no  govern- 
ment ;  but  instead  of  it  a  wild  anarchy  and  mis- 
rule, to  which  nothing  but  ohao9  could  furnish  a 
parallel. 

The  sensible  and  judicious  part  of  the  com- 
munity, both  of  the  new  comers  and  of  the  old 
settlers,  perceived  that  this  state  of  thbgs,  if 
long  continued,  would  *.bring  the  colony  to  utter 
ruin,  and,  justly  appreciating  the  distinguished 
merit  of  Captain  -Smith,  entreated  him  to  re- 
sume his  abandoned  authority,  and  save  them 
from  destruction,  before  it  was  too  late.  He 
was  himsdf  so  disgusted  with  the  new  comers 
and  their  proceedings,  that,  had  he  consulted  his 
own  -wishes  alone,  he  would  have  abandoned  the 
country  and  gone  to  England.  But  (here  was 
no  alloy  of  selfishness  in  his  nature.  He  felt 
for  the  colony^  of  which  he  was  the  soul  and 
life-blood,  the  pride  and  affection  which  a  par- 
ent feels' for  a  favorite  child.  To  its  prosperity 
he  was  ever  ready  to  sacrifice  his  private  feelings, 
and  he  saw  plainly,  that  the  present  system  would 
end  in  its  ruin. 
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He  felt  emboldened  too  by  the  conviction  of 
the  feet,  that  he  was  and  had  been  its  legal  head, 
aod  that  no  one  had  any  official  authority  for 
npecaediBg  him.  He  did  not  hesitate,  therefore, 
to  resome  the  station,  which  be  had  for  a  shcnrt 
time  tacitly  resigned,  though  in  doing  so  be  ex- 
posed faimsdf  to  infinite  vexations  and  no  little 
actual  danger  fitxn  the  secret  and  open  opposi- 
tion of  his  enemies.  The  most  obstinate  and 
refiactofy  of  them  he  cast  into  prison  for  safe 
keeping,  until  there  was  leisure  for  a  fair  and 
legal  trial.  It  was  thou^t  expedient  to  divide 
their  numbers,  and  aooorcfingly  Captain  Martin 
was  sent  with  a  hundred  and  twenty  men  to 
Nansemowi,  and  Captain  West  with  the  like  num- 
ber to  the  Falls  of  James  River,  each  receiv- 
ing a  due  proportion  of  provisioos  fin>m  the  com- 
mon stock. 

Before  these  settlements  were  planted.  Cap- 
tab  Smith,  having  established  a  regular  govern- 
ment, and  being  nesut  the  end  of  the  year  of  his 
presidency,  reigned  it  in  favor  of  Martin,  who 
was  the  only  person  that  could  be  chosen  to  the 
office.  He  had  the  good  s^nse  to  perceive,  that 
be  was  not  qualified  for  so  arduous  a  station,  and, 
restoruig  it  to  Captain  Smith  in  less  than  three 
hours,  proceeded  with  his  company  to  Nanse- 
mond.  His  experiment  proved  a  total  feilure. 
The  Indians  were  kindly  disposed   towards  him, 
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tOl  bis  injudicious  conduct  converted  tfaem  into 
determined  enemies.  They  made  a  successful 
attack  upon  him,  killing  many  of  bis  meo,  and 
carrying  off  a  thousand  bushels  of  bb  com.  He 
made  a  feeble  resistance,  and  did  not  attempt  to 
recover  what  he  had  lost,  but  sent  to  Jamestown 
for  thirty  soldiers  to  aid  him.  These  were 
promptly  despatched,  but  he  made  no  use  of 
th^m  ;  and  they  soon  returned  of  their  own  ac- 
cord, disgusted  with  his  cowardice  and  imbecility. 
Martin  himself  shortly  Mowed  them,  leaving  bis 
company  to  take  care  of  themselves. 

Disasters  also  followed  the  settlement  at  the 
Falls.  It  was  originally  made  in  a  place  eJLposed 
to  the  inundations  of  the  river  and  to  other  great 
inconveniences ;  and  Captain  West  relumed  to 
Jamestown  to  obtain  advice  and  assistance  in  the 
removal  of  it.  Captain  Smith  immediately  pur- 
chased of  Powhatan  the  place  called  by  his  name, 
which  was  a  short  distance  lower  down  the  river, 
and  went  up  to  the  Falls  himself,  to  superin 
tend  their  establishment  in  their  new  abode.  But 
the  mutinous  and  disorderly  company,  seeing  him^ 
attended  with  olily  five  men,  refused  to  obey  his 
orders,  and,  on  his  attempting  to  use  force,  resisted 
him  and  obliged  him  to  take  refuge  on  board  his 
vessel,  having  narrowly  escaped  with  his  life. 

He  remained  here  nine  days,  in  the  hope  that 
they  would  listen  to  reason  and  consult  their  own 
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■ieresi  B  putting  thwiwfilycs  aoder  his  g6id' 
iBoe.  But  thej  ohstinaldy  refined  to  the  bst 
The  hiiiosj  memwhile,  flocked  around  him 
with  hitter  camphints  of  the  treatment  they  bad 
letieiiwi  from  the  setders,  aaymg,  that  they  had 
ffobhed  their  gaideiis,  stolen  their  com,  heaten 
them,  broken  into  dieir  houses,  and  carried  off 
aooK  of  their  people  and  detained  them  prisoD- 
cn.  They  ofimd  to  assist  him  in  hringing  tbem 
u>  subjectioa  by  the  strong  arm  of  power,  and 
told  him,  that  they  had  home  these  insults  and 
injuries  frnm  his  countrymen  out  cf  respect  to 
him ;  bat  that  he  most  fivgive  them  if  hereafter 
ther  defended  themsdves  to  the  utmost  of  their 
abtiitT,  aod  repdled  unprovoked  aggressioDS>  by 
feroe. 

FiDcSng  his  efists  to  he  unavailing,  Captain 
Smith  depaited ;  *  hut  ins  vessel  grounded,  after 
she  had  proceeded  aLout  half  a  league,  a  very 
Cxtunate  dronmstanoe,  as  the  result  showed. 
For  no  sooner  was  his  hack~  turned,  than  some 
Indians^  not  moie  than  twelve  in  number  it  is 
stated,  hurning  fat  revenge,  assaulted  the  settlers, 
and«  killing  seveial  stiaggleis  whom  they  found  in 
the  vpoods,  struck  such  a  panic  into  the  rest,  that 
they  sent  down  in  great  alarm  to  Captain  Smith, 
cifierin«:  to  accede  to  any  terais  that  he  would 
propose,  if  he  vrould  come  and  assist  them.  He 
returacd,  and»  after  pimishing  six  or  seven  of  the 
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chief  oSBsnderSy  removed  the  rest  to  Powhatan,  a 
place  every  way  adapted  to  their  purposes,  as  it 
had  been  brought  under  cultivation  by  the  In- 
dians, who  had  also  erected  a  strong  fort  there. 

As  soon  as  they  were  settled  in  their  new 
habitation.  Captain  West  returned  and  began  to 
undo  gll  that  bad  been  done^  Captain  Smith, 
unwilling  to  contend  with  him,  opposed  him  in 
nothing,  but  left  him  to  manage  every  thing  in  his 
own  way.  By  his  influence  they  were  induced  to 
return  to  their  former  situation,  for  what  reason 
it  is  not  stated.. 

Captain  Smith  met  with  a  most  unhappy  acci- 
dent as  he  was  returning  to  Jamestown.  While 
he  was  sleeping  in  the  boat,  a  bag  of  powder  lying 
near  him  exploded,  and  tore  and  burned  his  flesh 
in  the  most  shocking  manner.  His  clothed  being 
on  fire,  he  leaped  overboard  to  quench  the  flames, 
and  was  with  difficulty  rescued  from  drowning. 
In  this  sad  condition  he  arrived  at  Jamestown, 
where  things  were  in  such  a  state  as  to  require 
all  -his  faculties  of  mind  and  body.  The  time 
set  for  the  trial  of  Ratcliffe,  Archer,  and  the 
others  who  had  been  imprisoned,  drew  near,  and 
their  guilty  consciences  made  them  shrink  from 
an  inquiry,  about  the  result  of  which  they  could 
entertain  no  doubt.  Seeing  too  the  helpless  state 
of  the  President,  they  entered  into  a  plot  to 
murder  him  in  his  bed ;  but  the  heart  of  the  base 
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y  who  W9S  choseu  Id  bo  the  in 
kedatas^  failed  Urn  at  the  bst 
and  he  had  not  the  oooiage  to  fire  Ins 
pisioL    Exwrng  fiukd  m  this,  they-  cndeavoied 
to  osvp  the  gofcnment  aod  therd>7  escape  poD- 
Wr.mrm.     Ferend  and  tonneDiad  bj  his  wootids, 
Captain  Saniih  became  wemj  of  this  peqietuai 
stni^gfe  against  the  Tiolence  and  malice  of  hb 
ewemjps,  and  of  supporting  his  ligbtfbl  autfaoritj 
by  iatoe  and  sereiiq^ ;  aod  he  now  deteirained  to 
ictan  Id  England,  thoogh  his  old  fiiends,  ioifig- 
aant  at  the  treatment  he  had  received,  offisied  and 
indeed  enuealed  to  be  aUoired  to  brings  him  the 
headsof  his  fees.    Bat  he  would  not  pennit  the 
oolony  to  be  embroiled  in  a  ciTil  war  on  his  ac* 
count.     His  wounds  abo  grew  very  dangerous, 
from  the  want  of  smgical  aid ;  and  he  believed 
that  he  could  never  recover,  imless  he  went  home 
as  aoon  as  possible  to  he  cored  there.    He  there- 
five,  m  the  early  part  of  the  autumn  of  1-609} 
departed  from  Yiiginia  never  to  retunivio  it  again. 
He   left  behind  him  lour   hundred  and  ninety 
colonists,  one  hundred  of  whom  were  tramed  and 
expert  scJdiers,  three  ships,  seven  boats,  tw,enty- 
ibur  pieces  of  ordnance,  three  hundred  muskets 
and  other  arms,  abundance  of  ammunition  and 
tools,  wearing  apparel  sufficient  for  all  their  wants, 
«nd  an  ample  stock  of  domestic  animi^s  and  pro- 
visions. 


CAPTAIN    JOHN    SMITH.  345 


CHAPTER  XIII. 

RemarJci  on  Captain  Smith's  Adndnittration 
in  Virginia. 

Captain,  Smith  resided  a*littIe,more  than  two 
years  in  Virginia;  during  one  of  which  he  was 
President  of  the  colony.  The  reader,  who  has 
gone  thus  far  with  me^  will  be  enabled  to  form 
a  conception  of  what  he  accomplished,  and  the 
disadvantages  against  which  he  contended.  It  is 
difficult  for  those  who  have  been  reared  on  the  lap 
of  civilization/ and  had  wants  created  by  the  facil- 
ities of  gratifying  them,  to  have  a  full  sense  of  the 
labors  and  sufferings  of  the  first  settlers  of  a  new 
country.  Familiar  with  the  luxuries  of  artificial 
life,  they  are  thrown  into  a  situation  where  ani- 
mal existence  can  hardly  he  supported.  Severe 
and  unremitted  toil  wears  down  the  firame  and 
depresses  the  mind.  Famine  often  lays  siege  to 
them,  and  new  and  strange  diseases  prostrate  their 
strength.  A  vague  sense  of  apprehension  ever 
darkens  their  lot,  and  not  a  leaf  stirs,  but  makes 
them  start  with  the  expectaticni  of  encountering^ 
some  great  and  unknown  danger. 

The  bright  hopes,  with  which  they  began  their 
enterprise,  are  apt  to  languish  and  die ;  and  their 
hearts  faint  under  the  influence  of  that  homesick-' 
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nessy  for  which  there  is  no  medicine  but  a  draught 
of  the  air  of  one's  native  land.  To  be  the  suc- 
cessful leader  of  a  band  c^  new  setders  under 
the  most  favorable  circumstances,,  requires  an 
extraordinary^  combination  of  powers.  He  must 
be  able  to  use  bis  hands  as  well  as  his  head,  tp 
act  as  well  as  to  command,  to  show  how  things  are 
to  be  done  as  well  as  to  give  directions  to  do 
them.  He  must  be  able  to  awe  the  refractory,  to 
encourage  the  distrustful,  and  to  cheer  up  the 
drooping.  He  must  have  courage,  fortitude;  self- 
command,  and  perseverance;  he  must  be  just, 
yet  not  stem,  dignified,  yet  afiable  and  easy  of 
approach. 

The  Virginia  colony,  and  its  head  in  particular, 
had  trials  and  perils  of  a  peculiar  nature  to  en- 
counter, in  additibn  to  those  which  they  might 
naturally  have  expected.  In  the  first  place,  they 
were  surrounded  by  numerous  and  powerful  tribes 
of  Indians,  whose  occupation  was  war,  and  who 
were  organized  into  a  powerful  confederacy  under 
a  ruler  of  extraordinary  resources,  the  idol  of  his 
people,  full  of  courage  and  enterprise,  rivalliog 
in  dissimulation  the  most  accomplished  European 
diplomatist ;  and,  if  not  the  implacable  enemy  of 
the  whites,  he  has  been  represented  as  being  still 
very  far  from  their  friend,  and,  with  a  prophetic 
spirk,  apparently  realizing  from  the  first,  that 
their  permanent  residence  and  increase  would  in- 
volve the  ruin  of  bis  own  people. 
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As  we  have  seen^  too,  Captain  Smith  had 
much  to  contend  against  in  the  characters  of  many 
of  the  settlers  themselves,  whom  the  old  world 
seems  to  have  shaken  off,  as  being  too  Worth- 
less and  desperate  to  be  any  longer  tolerated  at 
home.  They  were  6ontinually  irritating  him  by 
their  surly  opposition^  and  infecting  the  well- 
disposed  by  their  ill  example  ;  for  labors  and 
hardships  are  much  lightened  when  they  are 
shared  by  all.  Instead  of  receiving  aid  from  the 
council  at  home,  they  were  to  him  a  source  of 
unmixed  vexation  arid  disappointment. 

Chagrined  by  the  failure  of)  their  visionary 
hopes,  with  a  truly  consistent  selfishness  they 
abandoned  to  unwarrantable  neglect  the  settlers, 
whom  they  had  sent  into  a  howling  wilderness, 
taking  no  pains  to  provide  for  their  wants,  and, 
by  their  absurd  exactions,  making  the  expeditions 
they  ^nt  out  to  them  a  tax  and  a  burden. 
Captain  Smith  they  honored  with  peculiar  dislike, 
because  he  preferred  the  interests  of  the  colony 
to  their  own  ;  believing  aU  that  his  enemies  could 
say  of  him,  giving  him  reprOof  where  honor  was 
due,  and  finally  depriving  him  of  hfs  command, 
at  the  very  moment,  when  by  his  extraordinary 
exertions^,  he  had  established  the  colony  upon  a 
firm  basis,  and  could  look  confidently  forward  to 
its  steady  increase  and  continued  prosperity. 
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He  felt  emboldened  too  by  the  convicikm  of 
the  fact,  that  he  was  and  had  been  its  legal  head, 
and  that  no  one  had  any  ofBcial  authority  for 
supecseding  him.  He  did  not  hesitate,  therefore, 
to  resume  the  istation,  which  be  bad  for  a  short 
time  tacitly  resigned,  though  in  doing  so  be  ex- 
posed himself  to  infinite  vexations  and  no  little 
actual  danger  from  the  secret  and  open  opposi- 
tion of  his  enemies.  The  most  obstinate  and 
refiractory  of  them  he  cast  into  prison  for  safe 
keeping,  until  there  was  leisure  for  a  fair  and 
legal  trial.  It  was  thought  expedient  to  divide 
their  numbers,  and  aocordin^y  Captain  Martin 
was  sent  with  a  hundred  and  twenty  men  to 
Nansemond,  and  Captain  West  with  the  like  num- 
ber to  the  Falls  of  James  River,  each  receiv- 
ing a  due  proportion  of  provisions  from  the  com- 
mon stock. 

Before  these  settlements  were  planted.  Cap- 
tain Smith,  having  established  a  regular  govern- 
ment, and  being  near  the  end  of  the  year  of  Iiis 
presidency,  resigned  it  in  favor  of  Martin,  who 
was  the  only  person  that  could  be  chosen  to  the 
office.  He  had  the  good  sense  to  perceive,  that 
he  was  not  qualified  for  so  arduous  a  station,  and, 
restoring  it  to  Captain  Smith  in  less  than  three 
hours,  proceeded  with  his  company  to  Nanse- 
mond. His  experiment  proved  a  total  failure. 
The  Indians  were  kindly  disposed   towards  him, 
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tHl  his  injudicious  conduct  converted  them  into 
determined  enemies.  They  made  a  successful 
attack  upon  him,  killing  many  of  his  men,  and 
carrying  off  a  thousand  bushels  of  bis  com.  He 
made  a  feeble  resistance,  and  did  not  attempt  to 
recover  what  he  had  lost,  but  sent  to  Jamestown 
for  thirty  soldiers  to  aid  him.  These  were 
promptly  despatched,  but  he  made  no  use  of 
th^m  ;  and  they  soon  returned  of  their  own  ac* 
cord,  disgusted  with  his  cowardice  and  imbecility. 
Martin  iiimself  shortly  followed  them,  leaving  bia 
company  to  take  care  of  themselves. 

Disasters  also  followed  the  settlement  at  the 
Falls.  It  was  originally  made  in  a  place  eicposed 
to  the  inundations  of  the  river  and  to  other  great 
inconveniences ;  and  Captain  West  returned  to 
Jamestown  to  obtain  advice  and  assistance  in  the 
removal  of  it.  Captain  Smith  inunediately  pur- 
chased of  Powhatan  the  place  called  by  bis  name, 
which  was  a  short  distance  lower  down  the  river, 
and  went  up  to  the  Falls  himself,  to  superin 
tend  their  establishment  in  their  new  abode.  But 
the  mutinous  and  disorderly  company,  seeing  himr 
attended  with  dkily  five  men,  refused  to  obey  his 
orders,  and,  on  his  attempting  to  use  force,  resisted 
him  and  obliged  him  to  take  refuge  on  board  his 
vessel,  having  narrowly  escaped  with  his  life. 

He  remained  here  nine  days,  in  the  hope  that 
they  would  listen  to  reason  and  consult  their  own 
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interest  in  patting  themselves  under  his  g&id- 
ince.  But  they  obstinately  refused  to  the  last. 
The  Indians,  meanwhile,  flocked  around  him 
with  bitter  complaints  of  the  treatment  they  had 
received  from  the  settlers,  saying,  that  they  bad 
robbed  their  gardens,  stolen  their  com,  beaten 
them,  broken  into  their  houses,  and  carried  off 
some  of  their  people  and  detained  them  prison- 
.ers.  They  offered  to  assist  him  in  bringing  ^hem 
to  subjection  by  the  strong  arm  of  power,  and 
told  him,  that  they  had  borne  these  insults  and 
injuries  from  fab  countrymen  out  of  respect  to 
him ;  but  that  he  must  forgive  them  if  hereafter 
they  defended  themselves  to  the  utmost  of  their 
ability,  and  repelled  unprovpked  aggressions  by 
force.  ' 

Finding  his  eSbjta  to  be  unaTailing,  Captain 
Smith  departed  ; '  but  bis  vessel  grounded,  after 
she  had  proceeded  about  half  a  league,  a  very 
fortunate  circumstance,  as  the  result  showed. 
For  no  sooner  was  his  back  turned,  than  some 
Indians,  not  more  than  twelve  in  number  it  is 
stated,  burning  for  revenge,  assaulted  the  settlers, 
and,  killiDg  several  stragglers  whom  they  found  in 
the  woods,  struck  such  a  panic  into  the  rest,  that 
they  sent  down  in  great  alarm  to  Captain  Smith, 
offering  to  accede  to  any  terms  that  he  would 
propose,  if  he  would  come  and  assist  them.  He 
returned,  and,  after  punishing  sixr  or  seven  of  the 
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chief  oflfenders^,  removed  the  rest  to  Powhatan,  a 
place  every  way  adapted  to  their  purposes,  as  it 
had  been  brought  ander  cultivation  by  the  In- 
dians, who  had  also  erected  a  strong  fort  there. 

As  soon  as  they  were  settled  in  their  new 
habitation,  Captain  West  returned  and  began  to 
undo  »I1  that  bad  been  done^  Captain  Smith, 
unwilling  to  contend  with  him,  opposed  him  in 
nothing,  biit  left  him  to  manage  every  thing  in  his 
own  way.  By  his  influence  they  were  induced  to 
returti  to  their  former  situation,  for  what  reason 
it  is  not  istated. . 

Captain  Smith  met  with  a  most  unhappy  acci- 
dent as  he  was  returning  to  Jamestown.  While 
he  was  sleeping  in  the  boat,  a  bag  of  powder  lying 
near  him  exploded,  and  tore  and  burned  his  flesh 
in  the  most  shocking  manner.  His  clothes  being 
on  fire,  he  leaped  overboard  to  quench  the  flames, 
and  was  with  difficulty  rescued  from  drowning. 
In  this  sad  condition  he  arrived  at  Jamestown, 
where  things  were  in  such  a  state  as  to  require 
all  iiis  faculties  of  mind  and  body.  The  time 
set  for  the  trial  of  Ratclifle,  Archer,  and  the 
others  who  had  been  imprisoned,  drew  near,  and 
their  guilty  consciences  made  them  shrink  from 
an  inquiry,  about  the  result  of  which '  they  could 
entertain  no  doubt.  Seeing  too  the  helpless  state 
of  the  President,  they  entered  into  a  plot  to 
murder  him  in  hb  bed ;  but  the  heart  of  the  base 
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wicichy  vho  WIS  cboseo  to  be  the  inslniineDt  of 
tbdr  wirkftdfsis  idled  hini  al  the  last  moment, 
and  he  had  not  the  oourage  to  fire  hb  mmrdeinis 
pistoL  Having  fiuled  id  thb,  they  endeavored 
to  mnp  the  goicmuiait  and  thereby  escape  pun- 
ishiapirt.  Fevered  and  tormented  by  his  vrouDds, 
Captain  Smith  became  vPHoy  of  this  perpetual 
stiu^^  Mguatl  the  violence  and  malice  of  his 
cnemiesy  and  at  supporting  hb  rigfatfhl  authority 
by  fcaoe  and  aevoi^ ;  and  he  now  determined  to 
to  England,  though  hb  old  friends,  indig- 
at  the  treatment  he  had  received,  offered  and 
indeed  entreated  to  be  allowed  to  brings  him  the 
heads-of  hb  fees.  But  he  would  not  permit  the 
colony  to  be  emhruled  in  a  civil  war  on  hb  ac- 
count. His  wounds  also  grew  very  dangerous, 
from  the  want  ot  surgical  aid ;  and  he  believed 
that  he  could  never  recover,  urdess  he  went  home 
as  soon  as  posable  to  he  cured  there.  He  there- 
fare,  in  the  early  part  of  the  autumn  of  1'609, 
departed  bom  Yirgmb  never  to  retomvio  it  again. 
He  left  behind  him  four  hundred  and  ninety 
cdonists,  one  hundred  of  whom  were  trained  and 
expert  soldiers,  three  ships,  seven  boats,  tw.enty- 
four  pieces  of  ordnance,  three  hundred  muskets 
and  other  arms,  abundance  of  ammunition  and 
tods,  wearing  apparel  sufficient  for  all  their  wants^ 
-and  an  ample  stock  of  domestic  animals  and  pro- 
visions. 
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CHAPTER  XIU. 

RemarJcM  on  Captain  Smithes  AdmnUiration 
in  Virginia. 

Captain  Smith  resided  a 'little,  more  than  two 
years  in  Virginia;  during  one  of  which  he  was 
President  of  the  colony.  The  reader,  who  has 
gone  thus  far  with  me^  will  be  enabled  to  form 
a  conception  of  what  he  accomplished,  and  the 
disadvantages  against  which  he  contended.  It  is 
difficult  for  those  who  have  been  reared  on  the  lap 
of  civilization/ and  had  wants  ci*eated  by  the  facil- 
ities of  gratifying  them,  to  have  a  fuU  sense  of  the 
labors  and  sufferings  of  the  first  settlers  of  a  new 
country.  Familiar  with  the  luxuries  of  artifeial 
life,  they  are  thrown  into  a  situation  where  ani- 
mal existence  can  hardly  he  supported.  Severe 
and  unremitted  toil  wears  down  the  frame  aiid 
depresses  the  mind.  Famine  ofteix  lays  siege  to 
them,  and  new  and  strange  diseases  prostrate  their 
strength.  A  vague  sense  of  apprehension  ever 
darkens  their  lot,  and  not  a  leaf  stirs,  but  makes 
them  start  with  the  expectation  of  encountering^ 
some  great  and  unknown  danger. 

The  bright  hopes,  with  which  they  began  their 
enterprise,  are  apt  to  languish  and  die ;  and  their 
hearts  faint  under  the  influence  of  that  homesick- 
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Dess,  for  which  there  is  no  medicine  but  a  draught 
of  the  air  of  one's  nsttive  land.  To  be  the  suc- 
cessful leader  of  a  band  of  new  settlers  under 
the  most  fevorable  circumstances,,  requires  an 
extraordinarjF  combination  of  powers.  He  must 
be  able  to  use  his  hands  as  well  as  his  head,  tp 
act  as  well  as  to  command,  to  show  how  things  are 
to  be  done  as  well  as  to  give  directions  to  do 
them.  He  must  be  able  to  awe  the  refractory,  to 
encourage  the  distrustful,  and  to  cheer  up  the 
drooping.  He  must  have  courage,  fortitude;  self- 
command,  and  perseverance;  he  must  be  just, 
yet  not  stem,  dignified,  yet  affable  and  easy  of 
approach. 

The  Virginia  colony,  and  its  head  in  particular,' 
had  trials  and  perils  of  a  peculiar  nature  to  en- 
counter, in  additidn  to  those  which  they  might 
naturally  have  expected.  In  the  first  place,  they 
were  surroui^ded  by  numerous  and  powerful  tribes 
of  Indians,  whose  occupation  was  war,  and  who 
were  organized  into  a  powerful  confederacy  under 
a  ruler  of  extraordinary  resources,  the  idol  of  his 
people,  full  of  courage  and  enterprise,  rivalling 
in  dissimulation  the  most  accomplished  European 
diplomatist ;  and,  if  not  the  implacable  enemy  of 
the  whites,  he  has  been  represented  as  being  still 
very  far  from  their  friend,  and,  with  a  prophetic 
spirit,  apparently  realizing  from  the  first,  that 
their  permanent  residence  and  increase  would  in- 
volve the  ruin  of  his  own  people. 
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As  we  have  seen,  too,  Captain  Smith  had 
much  to  contend  against  in  the  characters  of  many 
of  the  settlers  themselves,  whom  the  old  world 
seems  to  have  shaken  off,  as  being  too  Worth- 
less and  desperate  to  be  any  longer  tolerated  at 
home.  They  were  6ontinually  irritating  him  by 
their  surly  opposition,  and  infecting  the  well- 
disposed  by  their  ill  example ;  for  labors  and 
hardships  are  much  lightened  when  they  are 
shared  by  all.  Instead  of  receiving  aid  from  the 
council  at  home,  they  were  to  him  a  source  of 
unmixed  vexation  aiid  disappointment. 

Chagrined  by  the  failure  of)  their  visionary 
hopes,  with  a  truly  consistent  selfishness  they 
abandoned  to  unwarrantable  neglect  the  settlers, 
whom  they  had  sent  into  a  howling  wilderness, 
taking  no  pains  to  provide  for  their  wants,  and, 
by  their  absurd  exactions,  making  the  expeditions 
they  sent  out  to  them  a  tax  and  a  burden. 
Captain  Smith  they  honored  with  peculiar  dislike, 
because  he  preferred  the  interests  of  the  colony 
to  their  own  ;  believing  aU  that  his  enemies  could 
say  of  him,  giving  him  reprOof  where  honor  was 
due,  and  finally  depriving  him  of  hfs  command, 
at  the  very  moment,  when  by  his  extraordinary 
exertions,  he  had  established  the  colony  upon  a 
firm  basis,  and  could  look  confidently  forward  to 
its  steady  increase  and  continued  prosperity. 
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It  k  InnB J  poanble  far  Capiaki  Smith's  ser* 
▼ices  to  the  colony  to  be  exiggented.  KoduDg 
hat  the  fane  at  his  dnracter  could  have  con- 
ducted it  through  so  0007  cEfBcohies  and  dan- 
gets.  Upon  his  single  life  its  existence  hong, 
and  without  him  the  enteqwise  jrould  have  .been 
reBnqoisbed  agsin  and  again,  as  in  the  case  <^ 
the  setdements  on  the  coast  oi  Noith  Candina, 
and  the  estaMishmont  of  a  p^manent  cfAaaj  in 
America  would  have  been  delayed  to  an  inde- 
finite penodf  since  every  unsuccessful  attempt 
would  have  been  a  fresh  discouragement  to  such 
an  undertaking.  It  is  easy  to  be  seen  that  he 
embraced  the  interests  of  the  colony  with  the 
whole  force  of  his  fervid  and  enthusiastic  char- 
acter. He  was  its  right  eye  and  its  right^  arm« 
In  its  service  be  displayed  a  perseverance,  which 
no  obstacles  could  dishearten,  a  courage,  which 
bordered  upon  rashness,  and  a  fertility  of  resour- 
ces, which  never  left  him  at  a  loss  for  remedies 
against,  every  disaster,  and  for  the  means  of  extri- 
cating himself  from  eyery  di^culty  and  embar- 
rassment. 

It  is  curious  to  observe  that  he  seemed  not 
only  to  superintend,  but  to  do  every  thing.  His 
official  dignity  never  encumbered  him  when  any 
thing  was  to  be  done.  We  find  him,  at  one  time, 
cutting  down  trees  with  his  own  hands;  at  another, 
heading  an  exploring  expedition,  venturing,  with  a 
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few  timid  followers  in  an  open  bark,  into  anknown 
regions  densely  peopled  with  savage  tribes;  and 
at  another,  mardiing  with  a  few  soldiers  to  pro- 
cure provisions,  and  sleeping  on  the  bare  ground 
in  the  depth  of  winter.  He  had  the  advantage 
of  possessing  an  iron  frame  and  a  constitution 
whiph  was  proof  against  sickness  and  exposure ; 
so  that;  while,  others  were  'fiunt,  drooping,  and 
weary,  he  was  vigqrous,  unexhausted,  ready  to 
grapple  with  danger,  and  contemplating  every 
enterprise  with  cheerful  confidence  in  the  result. 

In  the  government  of  his  colony  he  was  rigid- 
ly impartid,  just,  and,  as  might  be  expected  from 
one  who  had  so  long  been  a  soldier,  strict  even 
to,  seveif^ty.  Tliis  was  mdeed  one  of  the  objec- 
tions made  to  his  administration  by  the  council  in 
England,  and  it  without  doubt  created  him  many 
enemies  in  Jamestown.  But  the  intelligent  rea- 
der, will  find  for  him  a  sufficient  apology  in  the 
desperate  character  of  many  of  the  settlers,  and 
in  the  absduie  necessity  of  implicit  nobordination, 
which  their  situation  required. 

The  whole  power  was  centred  in  his  own 
person,  and  a  refusal  to  obey  him  was  a  refusal 
to  obey  the  laws,  upon  which  their  safety  and 
even  exbtence  depended.  His  severity  arose 
fix)m  a  sense  of  duty,  and  no  one  ever  accused 
him  of  being  wantonly  cruel  or  revengeful.  No 
man  was  more  ready  to  forgive   offences,  aimed 
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It  is  hardly  possible  for  Captam  Smith's  ser- 
vices to  the  colooy  to  be  exaggerated.  Nottuog 
but  the  force  of  his  character  could  have  con- 
ducted it  through  so  loany  difficulties  and  dan- 
gers. Upon  his  single  life  its  existence  hung, 
and  without  hira  the  enterprise  jvould  have  been 
relinqubhed  agam  and  agaib^  as  in  the  case  of 
the  settlements  on  the  coast  of  North  Carolina, 
and  the  establishment  of  a  permanent  colony  in 
America  would  have  been  delayed  to  an  inde- 
finite period,  since  every  unsuccessful  attempt 
would  have  been  a  fresh  discouragement  to  such 
an  undertaking.  It  is  easy  to  be  seen  that  he 
embraced  the  interests  of  the  colony  with  the 
whole  force  of  his  fervid  and  enthusiastic  char- 
acter. He  was  its  right  eye  and  its  right  arm. 
In  its  service  he  displayed  a  perseverance,  wfljch 
no  obstacles  could  dishearteiij  a  courage,  whicu 
bordered  upon  rashness,  and  a  feriility  of  resour- 
ces, which  never  left  him  at  a  loss  for  remete 
against  every  disaster,  and  for  the  means  of  «*"^' 
eating  himself  from  every  diMcuhy  and  ertlD3^ 
rassmenti 

it  is  curious  to  observe  that  he  ^med  f^ 
only  to  sQperimendj  but  to  do  ever)'  thiniS*  "** 
official  dignity  never  eneuinberiid  iii«>  ^^^^  ^^^ 
thing  was  to  be  done,  ^^  fiiH  tnn),  ivt  om  ^^'^^ 
cuirli»g  down  trees  m'      ^^  '■' '  ^^^^^[ 

heading  an  ejcplofiii'         *  '^ 
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interest  in  putting  themselves  under  his  gaid- 
ince.  But  they  obstinately  refused  to  the  last. 
The  Indians,  meanwhile,  flocked  around  him 
with  bitter  complaints  of  the  treatment  they  bad 
received  fix>m  the  settlers,  saying,  that  they  had 
robbed  their  gardens,  stolen  their  com,  beaten 
them,  broken  into  their  houses,  and  carried  off 
some  of  their  people  and  detained  them  prison- 
.ers.  They  offered  to  assist  him  in  bringing  ^tbism 
to  subjection  by  the  strong  arm  of  power,  and 
told  him,  that  they  had  borne  these  insults  and 
injuries  from  his  countrymen  out  of  respect  to 
him ;  but  that  he  must  forgive  them  if  hereafter 
they  defended  themselves  to  the  utmost  of  their 
ability,  and  repelled  unprovqked  aggressions  by 
force.  ^ 

Finding  his  effi>Ets  to  be  unaTailing,  Captain 
Smith  departed  ; '  but  bis  vessel  grounded,  after 
she  had  proceeded  about  half  a  league,  a  very 
fortunate  circumstance,  as  the  result  showed. 
For  no  sooner  was  his  back  turned,  than  some 
Indians,  not  more  than  twelve  in  number  it  is 
stated,  burning  for  revenge,  assaulted  the  settlers, 
and,  killing  several  stragglers  whom  they  found  in 
the  woods,  struck  such  a  panic  into  the  rest,  that 
they  sent  down  in  great  alarm  to  Captain  Smith, 
offering  to  accede  to  any  terms  that  he  would 
propose,  if  he  would  come  and  assist  them.  He 
returned,  and,  after  punishing  sixr  or  seven  of  the 
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chief  offisnders^y  removed  the  rest  to  Powhatan^  a 
place  every  way  adapted  to  their  purposes,  as  it 
had  been  brought  ander  cuhivation  by  the  In- 
diansy  who  had  also  erected  a  strong  fort  there. 

As  soon  as  they  were  settled  in  their  new 
habitation.  Captain  West  returned  and  began  to 
undo  ^11  that  bad  been  done..  Captain  Smith, 
unwilling  to  contend  with  him,  opposed  him  in 
nothing,  but  left  him  to  manage  every  thing  in  his 
own  way.  By  his  influence  they  were  induced  to 
return  to  their  former  situation,  for  what  reason 
it  is  not  stated.. 

Captain  Smith  met  with  a  most  unhappy  acci- 
dent as  he  was  returning  to  lamestown.  While 
he  was  sleeping  in  the  boat,  a  bag  of  powder  lying 
near  him  exploded,  and  tore  and  burned  hb  flesh 
in  the  most  shocking  manner.  His  clothes  being 
on  fire,  he  leaped  overboard  to  quench  the  flames, 
and  was  with  difficulty  rescued  from  drowning. 
In  this  sad  condition  he  arrived  at  Jamestown, 
where  things  were  in  such  a  state  as  to  require 
all  his  faculties  of  mind  and  body.  The  time 
set  for  the  trial  of  Ratcliflfe,  Archer,  and  the 
others  who  had  been  imprisoned,  drew  near,  and 
their  guilty  consciences  made  them  shrink  from 
an  inquiry,  about  the  result  of  which  they  could 
entertain  no  doubt.  Seeing  too  the  helpless  state 
of  the  President,  they  entered  into  a  plot  to 
murder  him  in  his  bed ;  but  the  heart  of  the  base 
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wretch,  who  was  chosen  to  be  the  mstniment  of 
their  wickedness,  failed  him  at  the  last  moment, 
and  he  had  not  the  courage  to  fire  hb  murderous 
pistol.  Having  failed  in  this,  they  endeavored 
to  usurp  the  government  and  thereby  escape  pun- 
ishment. Fevered  and  tormented  by  his  wounds, 
Captain  Smith  became  weary  of  thb  perpetual 
struggle  against  the  violence  and  malice  of  his 
enemies,  and  of  supporting  his  rightful  authority 
by  foice  and  severity ;  and  be  now  determined  to 
return  to  England,  though  his  old  fiiends,  indig- 
nant at  the  treatment  he  had  received,  offered  and 
indeed  entreated  to  be  allowed  to  bring,  him  the 
heads- of  his  foes.  But  he  would  not  permrt  the 
colony  to  be  embroiled  in  a  civil  war  on  his  ac- 
count. Hia  wounds  also  grew  very  dangerous, 
from  the  want  of  surgical  aid ;  and  he  believed 
that  he  could  never  recover,  unless  he  went  home 
as  soon  as  possible  to  be  cured  there.  He  there- 
fore, in  the  early  part  of  the  autumn  of  1609, 
departed  firom  Virginia  never  to  return  40  it  again. 
He  left  behind  him  four  hundred  and  ninety 
colonists,  one  hundred  of  whom  were  tnuned  and 
expert  soldiers,  three  ships,  seven  boats,  tw.enty- 
four  pieces  of  ordnance,  three  hundred  muskets 
and  other  arms,  abundance  of  ammunition  and 
tools,  wearing  apparel  sufficient  for  all  their  wants, 
-and  an  ample  stock  of  domestic  animals  and  pro- 
visions. 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 

JUmarki  on  Capiain  Smithes  Adminiitration 
in  Virginia. 

Captain  Smith  resided  a  ^little,  more  than  two 
years  in  Virginia;  during  one  of  which  he  was 
President  of  the  colony.  The  reader,  who  has 
gone  thus  far  with  me^  will  be  enabled  to  form 
a  conception  of  what  he  accomplished,  and  the 
disadvantages  against  which  he  contended.  It  is 
difficult  for  those  who  have  been  reared  on  the  lap 
of  civilization/ and  had  wants  created  by  the  facil- 
ities of  gratifying  them,  to  have  a  full  sense  of  the 
labors  and  sufferings  of  the  first  settlers  of  a  new 
country.  Familiar  with  the  luxuries  of  artificial 
life,  they  are  thrown  into  a  situation  where  ani- 
mal existence  can  hardly  4)e  supported.  Severe 
and  unremitted  toil  wears  down  the  firame  and 
depresses  the  mind.  Famine  ofteix  lays  siege  to 
them,  and  new  and  strange  diseases  prostrate  their 
strength.  A  vague  sense  of  apprehension  ever 
darkens  their  lot,  and  not  a  leaf  stirs,  but  makes 
them  start  with  the  expectation  of  encountering^ 
some  great  and  unknown  danger. 

The  bright  hopes,  with  which  they  began  their 
enterprise,  are  apt  to  languish  and  die ;  and  their 
hearts  faint  under  the  influence  of  that  homesick- 
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wretch,  who  was  chosen  to  be  the  mstfument  of 
their  wickedness,  failed  him  at  the  last  moment, 
and  he  had  not  the  courage  to  fire  his  murderous 
pbtol.  Having  failed  in  thb,  thejr  endeavored 
to  usurp  the  government  and  thereby  escape  pun- 
bbment.  Fevered  and  tormented  by  his  wounds, 
Captab  Smith  became  weary  of  this  perpetual 
struggle  against  the  violence  and  malice  of  his 
enemies,  and  of  supporting  his  rightitil  authority 
by  force  and  severity ;  and  he  now  determined  to 
return  to  England,  though  his  old  fiiends,  indig- 
nant at  the  treatment  he  had  received,  offered  and 
indeed  entreated  to  be  allowed  to  bring,  him  the 
heads- of  his  foes.  But  he  would  not  permit  the 
colony  to  be  embroiled  in  a  civil  war  on  his  ac- 
count. Hb  wounds  also  grew  very  dangerous, 
from  the  want  of  surgical  aid ;  jand  he  believed 
that  he  could  never  recover,  unless  he  went  home 
as  soon  as  possible  to  be  cured  there.  He  there* 
f(»re,  in  the  early  part  of  the  autumn  of  1^9, 
departed  from  Virginia  never  to  return  40  it  again. 
He  left  behind  him  four  hundred  and  ninety 
colonists,  one  hundred  of  whom-  were  trained  and 
expert  soldiers,  three  ships,  seven  boats,  tw.enty- 
four  pieces  of  ordnance,  three  hundred  muskets 
and  other  arms,  abundance  of  ammunition  and 
tools,  wearing  apparel  sufficient  for  all  their  wants, 
-and  an  ample  stock  of  domestic  animals  and  pro- 
visions. 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 

JUmarki  on  Capiain  Smithes  Adminiitration 
in  Virginia. 

Captain  Smith  resided  a  ^little,  more  than  two 
years  in  Virginia;  during  one  of  which  he  was 
President  of  the  colony.  The  reader,  who  has 
gone  thus  far  with  me,  will  be  enabled  to  form 
a  conception  of  what  he  accomplbhed,  and  the 
disadvantages  against  which  he  contended.  It  is 
difficult  for  those  who  have  been  reared  on  the  lap 
of  civilization/ and  had  wants  created  by  the  facil- 
ities of  gratifying  them,  to  have  a  iiill  sense  of  the 
labors  and  sufferings  of  the  first  settlers  of  a  new 
country.  Familiar  with  the  luxuries  of  artificial 
life,  they  are  thrown  into  a  situation  where  ani- 
mal existence  can  hardly  4)e  supported.  Severe- 
and  unremitted  toil  wears  down  the  firame  and 
depresses  the  mind.  Famine  ofteix  lays  siege  to 
them,  and  new  and  strange  diseases  prostrate  their 
strength.  A  vague  sense  of  apprehension  ever 
darkens  their  lot,  and  not  a  leaf  stirs,  but  makes 
them  start  with  the  expectation  -of  encountering^ 
some  great  and  unknown  danger. 

The  bright  hopes,  with  which  they  began  their 
enterprise,  are  apt  to  languish  and  die ;  and  their 
hearts  faint  under  the  influence  of  that  homesick- 
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wretch,  who  was  chosen  to  be  the  iDstniment  of 
their  wickedness,  failed  him  at  the  last  moment, 
and  he  had  not  the  courage  to  fire  his  murderous 
pbtol.  Havbg  failed  in  thb,  they  endeaYored 
to  usurp  the  government  and  thereby  escape  pun- 
bbment.  Fevered  and  tormented  by  his  wounds, 
Captain  Smith  became  weary  of  this  perpetual 
struggle  against  the  violence  and  malice  of  his 
enemies,  and  of  supporting  his  rightful  authority 
by  foice  and  severity ;  and  he  now  determined  to 
return  to  England,  though  his  old  fiiends,  indig- 
nant at  the  treatment  be  had  received,  <^ered  and 
indeed  entreated  to  be  allowed  to  bring,  him  the 
heads- of  his  foes.  But  he  would  not  permit  the 
colony  to  be  embroiled  in  a  civil  war  on  his  ac- 
count. Hb  wounds  also  grew  very  dangerous, 
from  the  want  of  surgical  aid ;  and  he  believed 
that  he  could  never  recover,  unless  he  went  home 
as  soon  as  possible  to  be  cured  there.  He  there- 
fore, in  the  early  part  of  the  autumn  of  1€09, 
departed  firom  Virginia  never  to  retnni4o  it  again. 
He  left  behind  him  four  hundred  and  ninety 
colonists,  one  hundred  of  whom  were  trained  and 
expert  soldiers,  three  ships,  seven  boats,  tw.enty- 
four  pieces  of  ordnance,  three  hundred  muskets 
and  other  arms,  abundance  of  ammunition  and 
tools,  wearing  apparel  sufficient  for  all  their  wants, 
-and  an  ample  stock  of  domestic  animals  and  pro- 
visions. 
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CHAPTER  XIU. 

Remarks  on  Captain  Smith's  Admnistr<Ui(m 
in  Virginia. 

Captain  Smith  resided  alittle.more  than  two 
years  in  Virginia;  during  one  of  which  he  was 
President  of  the  colony.     The  reader,  who  has 
gone  thus  far  wth  me,  will  be  enabled  to  fiwm 
a  conception  of  what  he  accomplished,  and  the 
disadvantages  against  which  he  contended.     It  is 
difficult  for  those  who  have  been  reared  on  the  Up 
of  civilization,  and  had  wants  created  by  the  fecU- 
ities  of  gratifying  them,  to  have  a  fuU  sense  of  the 
labors  and  sufferings  of  the  first  settlers  of  a  new 
country.     Familiar  with  the  losuries  of  aroficial 
life    they  are  thrown  into  a  situation  where  am- 
mal  exbtence  can  hardly  -be  supported.     Severe 
and  unremitted  toil  wears  down  the  frame  and 
depresses  the  mind.     Famine  often  W*  ««g«  ^ 
them,  and  new  and  strange  diseases  prostrate  their 
stren^.     A  vague  sense   of  apprehension  ever 
dlrk^ns  their  lot,  and  not  a  leal  st«s,  but  makes 
them  start  with  the  expectation  oi  encountenng 
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been  gready  shattered  in  their  stormy  passage, 
their  provisions  were  ruaiiijig  low,  many  of  them 
were  sick,  and  they  arrived  at  the  season  of  the 
year  most  trying  to  die  constitution.  The  great- 
er part  of  the  company,  m€M:eover9  consisted  of 
persons  *^  much  fitter/'  as  Stith  says,  ^^  to  spoil 
or  ruin  a  commonwealth  than  to  help  to  raise 
or  maintain  one."  They  consisted  of  dissipated 
young  men,  exiled  by  their  fiiends  to  escape  a 
worse  destiny  at  home  ;  bankrupt  tradesmen  ; 
needy  adventurers ;  gentlemen,  lazy,  poor,  and 
proud;  profligate  hangers-on  of  great  men,  and 
the  like. 

A  scene  of  wild  confusion  too)c  place  immedi- 
ately upon  their  landing.  They  had  brought 
no  commission  with  them  which  could  supersede 
the  old  one,  and  no  one  could,  with  legal  pro- 
priety, supplant  Captain  Smith.  The  new  com- 
ers, however,  disdained  to  submit  to  his  antbor- 
ity,  prejudiced  as  they  were  a^dnst .  him,  and 
looking  with  contempt  upon  the  litde  band  of 
colonists,  whom  they  were  sent  to  cast  into  the 
shade. 

He,  at  first,  allowed  them  to  liave  every  thing 
in  their  own  way,  and  in  consequence  there  was 
an  entire  end  of  all  government,  discipline,  and 
subordination.  The  new  comers,  tliough  having 
neither  the  authority  nor  the  capacity,  under- 
took  to  remodel   the   government.     They   con- 
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ferred  the  chief  power  first  on  one  and  then  on 
another;  to^ay,  they  administered  the  govern* 
ment  acceding  to  the  M  commission ;  to-morrow, 
according  to  the  new;  and  the  next  day,  after  a 
new.  fashion  of  their  own.  There  was  no  con- 
sistency, no  responsibility,  and  b  fact  no  govern- 
ment ;  but  instead  of  it  a  wild  'anarchy  -and  mis- 
rule, to  which  nothing  but  chao9  could  furnish  a 
parallel. 

The  sensible  and  judicious  part  of  the  com- 
munity, both  of  the  new  comers  and  of  the  old 
settlers,  perceived  that  this  state  of  things,  if 
long  continued,  would  \bring  the  colony  to  utter 
ruin,  and,  justly  appreciating  the  distinguished 
merit  of  Captain  Smith,  entreated  him  to  re- 
sume his  abandoned  authority,  and  save  them 
from  destruction,  before  it  was  too  late.  He 
was  himself  so  disgusted  with  the  new  comers 
and  their  jiroceedings,  that,  had  he  consulted  hb 
own  -wi3hes  alone,  he  would  have  abandoned  the 
country  and  gone  to  England.  But  there  was 
no  alloy  of  selfishness  in  his  nature.  He  felt 
for  the  colony,-  of  which  he  was  the  soul  and 
life-blood,  the  pride  and  affection  which  a  par- 
ent feels- for  a  favorite  child.  To  its  prosperity 
he  was  ever  ready  to  sacrifice  his  private  feelings, 
and  he  saw  plainly,  that  the  present  system  would 
end  in  its  ruin. 
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Sft  kt   iiiiftMniwii  m  br  dv  eon 


!BHt  ^uicn*.  jawq.  csttoiisbM  s  regunr  gpvetDr 
3Mac  ant  'Mi^  BHT  Kfee  md  of  the  year  of  his 
9ns!S9iie»r^.  wjfcUM.<  k  b  Ikvor  of  Maitm,  who 
m^  IK  ^>r  wns  Qoft  CBoU  be  dioseD  to  the 
it&ib^  Be  Mi  tsse  sood  mm&l  to  perc^Tey  that 
M  «as  wt  f^ttiloedl  &r  so  vdaoos  a  statioD,  and, 
n  >■  Iw^.  k  io  Capcak  SkiMi  m  less  than  three 
Imms^  putttdeJ  vkh  lis  oomjpuiy  to  Nanse- 
0cmi.  Ks  cxpenmcat  proved  a  total  fiulure. 
TW  hi^TMrr  were  kncfly  disposed   towards  hioiy 
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till  bis  injudicious  conduct  converted  diem  into 
determined  enemies.  They  made  a  successful 
attack  upon  him,  killing  many  of  bis  men,  and 
carrying  off  a  thousand  bushels  of  bis  com.  He^ 
made  a  feeble  resistance,  and  did  not  attempt  to 
recover  what  he  had  lost,  but  sent  to  Jamestown 
for  thirty  soldiers  to  aid  him.  These  were 
promptly  despatched,  but  he  made  no  use  of 
them  ;  and  they  soon  returned  of  their  own  ac- 
cord, disgusted  with  his  cowardice  and  imbecility. 
Martin  himself  shortly  followed  them,  leaving  his 
company  to  take  care  of  themselves. 

Disasters  also  followed  the  settlement  at  the 
Falls.  It  was  originally  made  in  a  place  ejcposed 
to  the  inundations  of  the  river  and  to  other  great 
inconveniences ;  and  Captain  West  returned  to 
JacnestowD  to  obtain  advice  and  assistance  in  the 
removal  of  it.  Captain  Smith  immediately  pur- 
chased of  Powhatan  the  place  called  by  his  name, 
which  was  a  short  distance  lower  down  the  river, 
and  went  up  to  the  Falls  himself,  to  superin 
tend  their  establishment  in  their  new  abode.  But 
the  mutinous  and  disorderly  company,  seeing  him 
attended  with  only  five  men,  refused  to  obey  his 
orders,  and,  on  his  attempting  to  use  force,  resisted 
him  and  obliged  him  to  take  refuge  on  board  his 
vessel,  having  narrowly  escaped  with  his  life. 

He  remained  here  nine  days,  in  the  hope  that 
they  would  listen  to  reason  and  consult  their  own 

6o2 
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liiiriBia?!  lefiBBd  to  die  fast. 

■Ev^Ky   lockjed    annmd    him 

DCS  of  :be  UciMmlM  they  bad 

wiijfis  9 jin^  dm  di^  had 


Pmmi^  IB  cfisK  to  be  wimiling.  Captain 
Smci  «f9»nM:  fact  his  vessel  ^roimded,  afier 
:s^  bai  jTOcieebed  aLmt  kalf  s  league,  a  yeiy 
nrjEnae  cvnaescaaoe.  as  die  lesuk  showed. 
F^r  »>  corner  ns  his  faad^  turned,  than  some 
In5iiat>^  iii?t  awve  than  twelve  in  nomber  it  is 
scsQ^  Szt:2:^  jbr  veivnse^  assaahed  the  setdeis, 
aac.  klj^-x  sewdl  stn£;deB  vboin  diey  found  in 
^  «nx^s^;.  strack  sacA  a  panic  into  the  rest,  that 
tbi^r  saa  A>«a  in  ^reat  ahim  to  Captain  Smith, 
oe>^^  to  accede  to  anj  teims  that  he  would 
pK^iGe.  if  he  would  cxane  and  assist  them.  He 
ieci»ned«  and«  after  punishing  six  or  seven  of  the 
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chief  ofienders^y  removed  the  rest  to  Powhatan,  a 
place  every  way  adapted  to  their  purposes,  as  it 
bad  been  brought  onder  cultivation  by  the  In- 
dians, who  had  also  erected  a  strong  fort  there. 

As  soon  as  they  were  settled  in  their  new 
habitation,  Captain  West  returned  and  began  to 
undo  iiU  that  bad  been  done^  Captain  Smith, 
unwilling  to  contend  with  him,  opposed  him  in 
nothing,  but  left  him  to  manage  every  thing  in  his 
own  way.  By  his  influence  they  were  induced  to 
return  to  their  former  situation,  for  what  reason 
it  is  not  stated.. 

Captain  Smith  met  with  a  most  unhappy  acci- 
dent as  he  was  returning  to  Jamestown.  While 
he  was  sleeping  in  the  boat,  a  bag  of  powder  lying 
near  him  exploded,  and  tore  and  burned  his  flesh 
in  the  most  shocking  manner.  His  clothed  being 
on  fire,  he  leaped  overboard  to  quench  the  flames, 
and  was  with  difficulty  rescued  firom  drowning. 
In  this  sad  condition  he  arrived  at  Jamestown, 
where  things  were  in  such  a  state  as  to  require 
all  bis  faculties  of  mind  and  body.  The  time 
set  for  the  trial  of  Ratcliffe,  Archer,  and  the 
others  who  had  been  imprisoned,  drew  near,  and 
their  guilty  consciences  made  them  shrink  from 
an  inquiry,  about  the  ri^sult  of  which '  they  could 
entertain  no  doubt.  Seeing  too  the  helpless  state 
of  the  President,  they  entered  into  a  plot  to 
murder  him  in  his  bed ;  but  the  heart  of  the  base 
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wretcby  who  was  chosen  to  be  the  mstniment  of 
their  wickedness^  failed  him  at  the  last  moment, 
aod  he  had  not  the  courage  to  fire  his  murderous 
pbtoL  Having  failed  in  thb,  they  endeavored 
to  usurp  the  government  and  thereby  escape  pun- 
bhment.  Fevered  and  tormented  by  his  wounds, 
Captain  Smith  became  weary  of  this  perpetual 
struggle  against  the  violence  and  mafice  of  his 
enemies,  and  of  supporting  his  rightfol  authority 
by  ibice  and  severity ;  and  he  now  determined  to 
return  to  England,  though  his  old  fiiends,  indig- 
nant at  the  treatment  he  had  received,  offered  and 
indeed  entreated  to  be  allowed  to  bring,  him  the 
heads- of  his  foes.  But  he  would  not  permit  the 
colony  to  be  embroiled  in  a  civil  war  on  his  ac- 
count. Hia  wounds  also  grew  very  dangerous, 
from  the  want  of  surgical  aid ;  and  he  believed 
that  he  could  never  recover,  unless  he  went  home 
as  soon  as  possible  to  be  cured  there.  He  there- 
fore, in  the  early  part  of  the  autumn  of  1609, 
departed  £rom  Virginia  never  to  return  40  it  again. 
He  left  behind  him  four  hundred  and  ninety 
colonists,  one  hundred  of  whom,  were  tramed  and 
expert  soldiers,  three  ships,  seven  boats,  tw,enty- 
four  pieces  of  ordnance,  three  hundred  muskets 
and  other  arms,  abundance  of  ammunition  and 
tools,  wearing  apparel  sufficient  for  all  their  wants, 
-and  an  ample  stock  of  domestic  animals  and  pro- 
visions. 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 

JUmarki  on  Capiain  Smithes  Admniitration 
in  Virginia. 

Captain,  Smith  resided  a  kittle,  more  than  two 
years  in  VirgiDia;  during  one  of  which  he  was 
President  of  the  colony.  The  reader,  who  has 
gone  thus  far  with  me^  will  be  enabled  to  form 
a  conception  of  what  he  accomplished,  and  the 
disadvantages  agunst  which  he  contended.  It  is 
difficult  for  those  who  have  been  reared  on  the  lap 
of  civilization,'  and  had  wants  created  by  the  facil- 
ities of  gratifying  them,  to  have  a  full  sense  of  the 
labors  and  sufferings  of  the  first  settlers  of  a  new 
country.  Familiar  with  the  luxuries  of  artiBcial 
life,  they  are  thrown  into  a  situation  where  ani- 
mal existence  can  hardly  he  supported.  Severe 
and  unremitted  toil  wears  down  the  firame  and 
depresses  the  mind.  Famine  often  lays  siege  to 
them,  and  new  and  strange  diseases  prostrate  their 
strength.  A  vague  sense  of  apprehension  ever 
darkens  their  lot,  and  not  a  leaf  stirs,  but  makes 
them  start  with  the  expectation  of  encountering 
some  great  and  unknown  danger. 

The  bright  hopes,  with  which  they  began  their 
enterprise,  ar6  apt  to  languish  and  die ;  and  their 
hearts  faint  under  the  influence  of  that  homesick- 
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been  gready  shattered  in  their  stormy  passage, 
their  provisions  were  running  low,  many  of  them 
were  sick,  and  they  arrived  at  the  season  of  the 
year  most  trying  to  the  constitution.  The  great- 
er part  of  the  company,  mcMreover,  consisted  of 
persons  ^*  much  fitter/'  as  Stith  says,  ^^  to  spdl 
or  ruin  a  commonwealth  than  to  help  to  raise 
or  maintain  one."  They  consisted  of  dissipated 
young  men,  exiled  by  their  firiends  to  escape  a 
worse  destiny  at  home  ;  bankrupt  tradesmen  ; 
needy  adventurers ;  gentlemen,-  lazy,  poor,  and 
proud;  profligate  hangers-on  of  great  men,  and 
the  like. 

A  scene  of  wild  confusion  too]c  place  immedi- 
ately upon  their  landing.  They  had  brought 
no  commission  with  them  which  could  supersede 
the  old  one,  and  no  one  could,  with  legal  pro- 
priety, supplant  Captain  Smith.  The  new  com- 
ers, however,  disdained  to  submit  to  bis  author- 
ity, prejudiced  as  they  were  against .  him,  and 
looking  with  contempt  upon  the  little  band  of 
colonists,  whom  they  were  sent  to  cast  into  the 
shade. 

He,  at  first,  allowed  them  to  have  every  thing 
in  their  own  way,  and  in  consequence  there  was 
an  entire  end  of  all  government,  discipline,  and 
subordination.  The  new  comers,  though  having 
neither  the  authority  nor  the  capacity,  under- 
took  to  remodel   the   government.     They   con- 
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ferred  the  chief  power  first  on  one  and  then  on 
another;  to-day,  they  administered  the  govern* 
ment  acceding  to  the  M  commission ;  to-morrow, 
according  to  the  new;  and  the  next  day,  after  a 
new.  fashion  of  their  own.  There  was  no  con- 
sistency, no  responsibility,  and  in  fact  no  govern- 
ment ;  but  instead  of  it  a  wild  'anarchy  -and  mis- 
rule, to  which  nothing  but  chao9  could  furnish  a 
parallel. 

The  sensible  and  judicious  part  of  the  com- 
munity, both  of  the  new  comers  and  of  the  old 
settlers,  perceived  that  this  state  of  things,  if 
long  continued,  would  *.bring  the  colony  to  utter 
ruin,  and,  justly  appreciating  the  distinguished 
merit  of  Captain  -Smith,  entreated  him  to  re- 
sume his  abandoned  authority,  and  save  them 
from  desuruction,  before  it  was  too  late.  He 
was  himself  so  disgusted  with  the  new  comers 
and  their  j)roceedings,  that,  had  he  consulted  his 
own  -wi3hes  alone,  he  would  have  abandoned  the 
country  and  gone  to  England.  But  there  was 
no  alloy  of  selfishness  in  his  nature.  He  felt 
for  the  colony,-  of  which  he  was  the  ^soul  and 
life-blood,  the  pride  and  affection  which  a  par- 
ent feels  for  a  favorite  child.  To  its  prosperity 
be  was  ever  ready  to  sacrifice  his  private  feelings, 
and  he  saw  plainly,  that  the  present  system  would 
end  in  its  ruin. 
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been  greatly  shattered  io  their  stormy  passage, 
their  provisions  were  running  low,  naany  of  them 
were  sick,  and  they  arrived  at  the  season  of  the 
year  most  trying  to  the  constitution.  The  great- 
er jmrt  of  the  company,  moreover,  consisted  of 
persons  "much  fitter,''  as  Stith  says,  "to  spoil 
or  ruin  a  commonwealth  than  to  help  to  r^ise 
or  maintain  one."  They  consisted  of  dissipated 
young  men,  exiled  by  their  friends  to  ^cape  a 
worse  destiny  at  home  ;  bankrupt  tradesman  ; 
needy  adventurers ;  gentlemen,  lazy,  poor,  and 
proud;  profligate  hangers-on  of  great  men,  and 
the  like. 

A  scene  of  wild  confusion  took  place  Immedi- 
ately upon  their  landing.  They  had  brought 
no  commission  with  them  which  could  supersede 
the  old  one,  and  no  one  could,  with  legal  pro- 
priety, supplant  Captain  Smith.  The  new  com- 
ers, however,  disdained  to  submit  to  his  author- 
ity, prejudiced  as  they  were  against .  him,  and 
looking  with  contempt  upon  the  little  band  of 
colonbts,  whom  they  were  sent  to  cast  into  the 
shade. 

He,  at  first,  allowed  them  to  liave  every  thing 
in  their  own  way,  and  in  consequence  there  was 
an  entire  end  of  all  government,  discipline,  and 
subordination.  The  new  comers,  tliough  having 
neither  the  authority  nor  the  capacity,  under- 
took  to  remodel   the   government.     They   con- 
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ferred  the  chief  power  first  on  one  and  then  on 
another ;  to-day,  they  administered  the  govern* 
tnent  according  to  the  old  commission ;  to-morrow, 
according  to  the  new ;  and  the  next  day,  after  a 
new.  fashion  of  their  own.  There  was  no  con- 
sistency, no  responsibility,  and  in  fact  no  govern- 
ment ;  but  instead  of  it  a  wUd  anarchy  and  mis- 
rule, to  which  nothing  but  chao?  could  furnish  a 
parallel. 

The  sensible  and  judicious  part  of  the  com- 
munity, both  of  the  new  comers  and  of  the  old 
settlers,  perceived  that  this  state  of  things,  if 
long  continued,  would  *.bring  the  colony  to  utter 
ruin,  and,  justly  appreciating  the  distinguished 
merit  of  Captain  -Smith,  entreated  him  to  re- 
sume his  abandoned  authority,  and  save  them 
from  desuruction,  before  it  was  too  late.  He 
was  himself  so  disgusted  with  the  new  comers 
and  their  j)roceedings,  that,  had  he  consulted  his 
own  •wi3hes  alone,  he  would  have  abandoned  the 
country  and  gone  to  England.  But  there  was 
no  alloy  of  selfishness  in  his  nature.  He  felt 
for  the  colony,-  of  which  he  was  the  ^soul  and 
life-blood,  the  pride  and  affection  which  a  par- 
ent feels' for  a  favorite  child.  To  its  prosperity 
be  was  ever  ready  to  sacrifice  his  private  feelings, 
and  he  saw  plainly,  that  the  present  system  would 
end  in  its  ruin. 
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Smith.  The  necesaty  of  the  colooy  obliged  tbem 
to  take  his  piovisioiis,  by  which  the  object  of  tus 
Toyage  was  defeated ;  but  as  soon  as  they  receiv- 
ed supplies  from  EjDglaod,  they  revictualled  him 
home,  with  letteis  giving  a  full  account  of  the 
state  of  their  afiiis.  By  him  Captain  Smith  re- 
ceived letteis,  blaming  him  tor  his  Cruel  usage  of 
the  Indians,  and  Ibr  not  -sending  back  the  former 
ships  freighted.  By  him  they  also  heard  of  the 
great  preparations  in  England  for  sending  out  an 
expedition,  under  the  command  of  Lord  Delaware, 
and  of  the  entire  chadge  projected-in  the  govern- 
ment of  the  ocdony. 


CHAPTER  Xn. 


New  Charier  gremted  to  the  Virginia  Campa- 
mjf.  —  Espediium  deapattked  to-Jamestoton.  — 
Canfasion  which  ensues  on  its  Arrival.  ^^ 
Capiam  Smith  returns  to  England. 

The  administration  of  CapUio  Smith,  and  the 
general  course  of  events  from  the  first^  at  James- 
town, had  been  fiur  from  satisfactory  to  the  com- 
pany in  England.  They  had  founded  the  colony 
solely  from  selfish  motrves,  in  the  hope  of  acquir- 
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mg  great  and  sudden  fortunes  by  the  opening  of  a 
passage  to  the  South  Sea,  or  by  the  discovery  of 
abundant  mines  of  gold  and  silver.  The  splendid 
success  of  the  Spaniards  in  Sooth  America  had 
filled  the  imaginations  of  all  Europe  with  golden 
dreams  ;  and  the  company  were  disappointed  and 
irritated,  because  there  had  not  been  found  in 
Virginia  the  mineral  treasures  of  Peru  and  Mex*- 
ico.  They  chose  to  visit  their  displeasure  upon 
the  innocent  head  of  Captiain  Smith,  as  if  he  bad 
either  been  the'  cause  of  thefr  extravagant  hopes, 
or  had,  by  some -potent^  magic,  banished  the  pre- 
cious metals  from  the  soil  of  Virginia. 

Their  prejudice  against  him  was  increased,  un« 
d«ubtedly,  by  their  extreme  ignorance  of  every 
thing  relating  to  the  history  and  situation  of  the 
colony,  which  disqualified  them  from  judging  of 
the  propriety  of  his  measjiires«  Their  minds  too 
had  been*  poisoned  by  the  misrepresentations  of 
Newport,  who  possessed  their  entire  confidence, 
and  who  hated  Captain  Smith  with  that  untiring 
and  dogged  hatred,  with  which  an  inferior  being 
contemplates  an  enemy,  who  is  too  much  above 
him  to  allow  the  most  distant  hope  of  rivalship. 
They  were  dissatisfied,  among  other  things,  with 
his  treatment  of  the  Indians,  thinking  it  too  harsh 
and  peremptory,  and  that  a  milder  and  more 
conciliatory  one  would  have  induced  them  to  dis- 
cover the  hidden  treasures,  which  they  were  per- 
suaded existed  somewhere  in  the  country. 
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Thomas  Crates,  lieutenant-general ;  Sir  George 
Somers,  admiral ;  Captain  Newport  (the  only  one 
who  had  ever  been  in  Virginia),  vice-admiral ; 
Sir  Thomas  Dale,  high  marshal ;  Sir  Ferdinando 
Wainman,  master  of  the  horse.  The  counte- 
nance of  so  many  honorable  and  distinguished 
persons  made  the  enterprise  fashionable  and  pop- 
ular, so  that  they  were  able  to  equip  nine  ships, 
in  which  five  hundred  persons  consisting  of  men, 
women,  and  children,  embarked. 

The  expedition  set  sail  from  England  in  May, 
1609,  under  the  command  of  Sir  George  Somers, 
Sir  Thomas  Gates,  and  Captain  Newport,  each 
of  whom  had  a  commission  authorizing  him,  who 
first  arrived,  to  supersede  the  existing  aduiinis- 
tration,  and  to  govern  the  colony  by  the  terms 
and  provisions  of  the  new  charter,  until  the  arri- 
val of  Lord  Delaware  with  ihe  remainder  of  the 
recruits  and  supplies.  By  a  most  extraordinary 
oversight,  no  precedence  in  rank  was  assigned 
to  either  of  these  gentlemen',  and  they  were 
unable  to  settle  the  point  among  themselves,  nei- 
ther being  willing  to  resign  his  chance  of  being 
the  temporary  head. 

•  To  obviate  this  difficulty,  they  adopted  a  most 
injudicious  and  unfoitunatie  expedient;  they  all 
determined  to  embark  in  the  same  vessel,  their 
weak  and  childish  ambition  inducing  them  to 
take  a  step  which  defeated  the  very  object  of 
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this  triumvirate  division  of  authority.  In  their 
ship  were  contained  also  the  bilk  of  lading,  the 
new  commission,  instrubtions  and  directions  of 
the  most  ample  nature,  and  the  greater  part  of 
their  provisions.  .This  vessel,  pn  the  25th  of 
July,  parted  from  the  rest  of  the  squadron  in  a 
violent  storm,  and  was  wrecked  on  one  of  the 
Bermuda  Islands  ;  another  small  vessel  foundered 
at  sea  i  the  seven  others  arrived  safely  at  James- 
town. The  President,  who  was  inforaied  of  thehr 
arrival  by  his  scouts,  and  who  had  no  expecta- 
tion of  so '  large  a  fleet,  supposed  them  to  be 
Spaniards  coming  to  attack  the  colony,  and  with 
his  udaal  promptness  put  it  in  a  postore  of  de- 
feni(^.  The  Indians  at  this  crisis  gave  the  strong-^ 
est  proof  of  their  good-will,  by  coming  forward 
with  the  greatest  alacrity,  and  offering  to  fight 
side  by  side  with  the  English  against  their  en-» 
emies.  , 

These  unfounded  apprehensions  were  soon  dis- 
sipated, but  only  to  be  replaced  by  substantial 
evils.  With  the  seven  ships  came  tbfee  indi- 
viduals, of  whom  the  reader  has  before  heard, 
Ratcliffb  (whose  real  name,  ns  has  been  stated, 
was  Sicklehiore),  Archer,  aiid  Martin,  all  of 
whom  were  enemies  to /Captain  Smith,  and  had 
sd  prejudiced  the  minds  of  their  companions 
against  him,  that  they  were  prepared  to  dislike 
without  ever  having  seen  hira.     Their  ships  had 
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been  gready  shattered  in  their  istomiy  passage, 
their  provisions  were  nioning  low,  many  of  them 
were  sick,  and  they  arrived  at  the  season  of  the 
year  most  trying  to  the  constitution.  The  great- 
er part  of  the  company ,  moreover,  consbted  of 
persons  "  much  fitter/'  as  Stith  says,  <'  to  spcnl 
or  ruin  a  commonwealth  than  to  help  to  i?ise 
or  maintain  one."  They  consisted  of  dissipated 
young  men,  exiled  by  their  friends  to  eiscape  a 
worse  destiny  at  home  ;  bankrupt  tradesman  ; 
needy  adventurers ;  gentlemen,-  lazy,  poor,  and 
proud ;  profligate  hangers-on  of  great  men,  and 
the  like. 

A  scene  of  wild  confusion  too)c  place  Immedi- 
ately upon  their  landing.  They  had  brought 
no  commission  with  them  which  could  supersede 
the  old  one,  and  no  one  could,  with  legal  pro- 
priety, supplant  Captain  Smith.  The  new  com- 
ers, however,  disdained  to  submit  to  his  author- 
ity, prejudiced  as  they  were  against .  him,  and 
looking  with  contempt  upon  the  litde  band,  of 
colonists,  whom  they  were  sent  to  cast  into  the 
shade. 

He,  at  first,  allowed  them  to  liave  every  thing 
in  then:  own  way,  and  in  consequence  there  was 
an  entire  end  of  all  government,  discipline,  and 
subordination.  The  new  comers,  tliough  having 
neither  the  authority  nor  the  capacity,  under- 
took  to  remodel   the   government.     They   con- 
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ferred  the  chief  power  first  on  one  and  then  on 
another;  to-day,  they  administered  the  govern^' 
ment  according  to  the  M  commission ;  to-morrow, 
according  to  the  new;  and  the  next  day,  after  a 
new.  fashion  of  their  own.  There  was  no  con- 
sistency, no  responsibility,  and  in  fact  no  govern- 
ment ;  but  instead  of  it  a  wild '  anarchy  -and  mis- 
rule, to  which  nothing  but  ohao9  could  furnish  a 


The  sensible  and  judicious  part  of  the  com- 
munity, both  of  the  new  comers  and  of  the  old 
settlers,  perceived  that  this  state  of  things,  if 
long  continued,  would  ^bring  the  colony  to  utter 
ruin,  and,  justly  appreciating  the  distinguished 
merit  of  Captain  -Smith,  entreated  him  to  re- 
sume his  abandoned  authority,  and  save  them 
from  destruction,  before  it  was  too  late.  He 
was  himself  so  disgusted  with  the  new  comers 
and  their  j)roceedings,  that,  had  he  consulted  his 
own  -wi3hes  alone,  he  would  have  abandoned  the 
country  and  gone  to  England.  But  there  was 
no  alloy  of  selfishness  in  his  nature.  He  felt 
for  the  colony^  of  which  he  was  the  .soul  and 
life-blood,  the  pride  and  affection  which  a  par- 
ent feels"  for  a  favorite  child.  To  its  prosperity 
he  was  ever  ready  to  sacrifice  his  private  feelings, 
and  he  saw  plainly,  that  the  present  system  would 
end  in  its  ruin. 
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He  felt  emboldened  too  bj  the  convicti(»  of 
the  fact,  that  be  was  and  had  been  its  legal  head, 
and  that  no  one  bad  any  c^cial  authority  bi 
supeiseding  him.  He  did  not  hesitate,  therefore, 
to  resume  the  station,  which  he  had  for  a  short 
time  tacitly  resigned,  though  in  doing  so  be  ex- 
posed himself  to  infinite  vexations  and  no  little 
actual  danger  from  the  secret  and  open  opposi- 
tion of  his  enemies.  The  most  obstinale  and 
refractory  of  them  he  cast  into  prison  for  safe 
keeping,  until  there  was  leisure  for  a  fair  and 
legd  trial.  It  was  thought  expedient  to  divide 
their  numbers,  and  accordingly  Captain  Martin 
was  sent  with  a  hundred  and  twenty  men  to 
Nansemond,  and  Captain  West  with  the  like  num- 
ber to  the  Falls  of  James  River,  each  receiv- 
ing a  due  proportion  of  provisions  from  the  com- 
mon stock. 

Before  these  settlements  were  planted.  Cap- 
tain Smith,  having  established  a  regular  govern- 
ment, and  being  near  the  end  of  the  year  of  liis 
presidency,  resigned  it  in  favor  of  Martin,  who 
was  the  only  person  that  could  be  chosen  to  the 
office.  He  had  the  good  sense  to  perceive,  that 
be  was  not  qualified  for  so  arduous  a  station,  and, 
restoring  it  to  Captain  Smith  in  less  than  three 
hours,  proceeded  with  his  company  to  Nanse- 
mond. His  experiment  proved  a  total  fulure. 
The  Indians  were  kindly  disposed   towards  him, 
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till  his  injudicious  conduct  converted  tbem  into 
determined  enemies.  They  made  a  successful 
attack  upon  him,  killing  many  of  his  men,  and 
carrying  off  a  thousand  bushels  of  his  com.  He^ 
made  a  feeble  resistance,  and  did  not  attempt  (o 
recover  what  he  had  lost,  but  sent  to  Jamestown 
for  thirty  soldiers  to  aid  him.  These  were 
promptly  despatched,  but  he  made  no  use  of 
th^m  ;  and  they  soon  returned  of  their  own  ac- 
cord, disgusted  with  his  cowardice  and  imbecility. 
Martin  himself  shortly  followed  them,  leaving  his 
company  to  take  care  of  themselves. 

Disasters  also  followed  the  settlement  at  the 
Falls.  It  was  originally  made  m  a  place  exposed 
to  the  inundations  of  the  river  and  to  other  great 
inconveniences ;  and  Captain  West  returned  to 
Jamestown  to  obtain  advice  and  assistance  in  the 
removal  of  it.  Captain  Smith  immediately  pur- 
chased of  Powhatan  the  place  called  by  his  name, 
which  was  a  short  distance  lower  down  the  river, 
and  went  up  to  the  Falls  himself,  to  superin 
tend  their  establishment  in  their  new  abode.  But 
the  mutinous  and  disorderly  company,  seeing  him 
attended  with  6n\y  five  men,  refused  to  obey  his 
orders,  and,  on  his  attempting  to  use  force,  resisted 
him  and  obliged  him  to  take  refuge  on  board  his 
vessel,  having  narrowly  escaped  with  his  life. 

He  remained  here  nine  days,  in  the  hope  that 
they  would  listen  to  reason  and  consult  their  own 
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interest  in  putting  themselves  under  his  gtiid- 
tnce.  But  they  obstinately  refused  to  the  last. 
The  Indians,  meanwhile,  flocked  around  him 
with  bitter  complaints  of  the  treatment  they  had 
received  from  the  settlers,  saying,  that  they  had 
robbed  their  gardens,  stolen  their  com,  beaten 
them,  broken  into  their  houses,  and  carried  off 
some  of  their  people  and  detained  them  prison- 
,ers.  They  ofiered  to  assist  him  in  bringing  them 
to  subjection  by  the  strong  arm  of  power,  and 
told  him,  that  they  had  borne  these  insults  and 
injuries  from  hb  countrymen  out  of  respect  to 
him ;  but  that  he  must  forgive  them  if  hereafter 
they  defended  themselves  to  the  utmost  of  their 
ability,  and  repelled  unprovpked  aggressions^  by 
force.  ^ 

Finding  his  effi>its  to  be  unaTailing,  Captain 
Smith  departed  ; '  but  his  vessel  grounded,  after 
she  had  proceeded  about  half  a  league,  a  very 
fortunate  circumstance,  as  the  result  showed. 
For  no  sooner- was  his  back  turned,  than  some 
Indians,  not  more  than  twelve  in  number  it  is 
stated,  burning  for  revenge,  assaulted  the  settlers, 
and,  killing  several  stragglers  whom  they  found  in 
the  woods,  struck  such  a  panic  into  the  rest,  that 
they  sent  down  in  great  alarm  to  Captain  Smith, 
offering  to  accede  to  any  terms  that  he  would 
propose,  if  he  would  come  and  assist  them.  He 
returned,  and,  after  punishing  sixr  or  seven  of  the 
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chief  oflbnders^,  removed  the  rest  to  Powhatan,  a 
place  every  way  adapted  to  their  purposes,  as  it 
had  been  brought  Qnder  cuhivation  by  the  In- 
dians, who  had  also  erected  a  strong  fort  there. 

As  soon  as  they  were  settled  in  their  new 
habitation,  Captain  West  returned  and  began  to 
undo  sill  that  bad  been  done^  Captain  Smith, 
unwilling  to  contend  with  him,  opposed  him  in 
nothing,  biit  left  him  to  manage  every  thing  in  his 
own  way.  By  his  influence  they  were  induced  to 
return  to  their  former  situation,  for  what  reason 
it  is  not  stated.. 

Captain  Smith  met  with  a  most  unhappy  acci- 
dent as  he  was  returning  to  Jamestown.  While 
he  was  sleeping  in  the  boat,  a  bag  of  powder  lying 
near  him  exploded,  and  tore  and  burned  his  flesh 
in  the  most  shocking  manner.  His  clothed  being 
on  fire,  he  leaped  overboard  to  quench  the  flames, 
and  was  with  difficulty  rescued  from  drowning. 
In  thb  sad  condition  he  arrived  at  Jamestown, 
where  things  were  in  such  a  state  as  to  require 
all  his  faculties  of  mind  and  body.  The  time 
set  for  the  trial  of  Ratclifle,  Archer,  and  the 
others  who  had  been  imprisoned,  drew  near,  and 
their  guilty  consciences  made  them  shrink  from 
an  inquiry,  about  the  ri^sult  of  which' they  could 
entertain  no  doubt.  Seeing  too  the  helpless  state 
of  the  President,  they  entered  into  a  plot  to 
murder  him  in  his  bed ;  but  the  heart  of  the  base 
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wretch,  who  was  chosen  to  be  the  mstrumeDt  of 
their  wickednessi  failed  him  at  the  last  moment, 
and  he  had  not  the  courage  to  fire  his  murderous 
pbtol.  Having  failed  in  this,  they  endeavored 
to  usurp  the  government  and  thereby  escape  pun- 
bhment.  Fevered  and  tormented  by  his  wounds, 
Captain  Smith  became  weary  of  thb  perpetual 
struggle  against  the  violence  and  malice  of  his 
enemies,  and  of  supporting  his  rightful  authority 
by  Ibice  and  severity ;  and  he  now  determined  to 
return  to  England,  though  his  old  firiends,  indig- 
nant at  the  treatment  he  had  received,  offered  and 
indeed  entreated  to  be  allowed  to  bring,  him  the 
heads'of  his  foes.  But  he  would  not  permit  the 
colony  to  be  embroiled  in  a  civil  war  on  his  ac- 
count. Hi^  wounds  also  grew  very  dangerous, 
from  the  want  of  surgical  aid ;  and  he  believed 
that  he  could  never  recover,  unless  he  went  home 
as  soon  as  possible  to  be  cured  there.  He  there- 
fore, in  the  early  part  of  the  autumn  of  1609, 
departed  from  Virginia  never  to  return  vto  it  again. 
He  left  behind  him  four  hundred  and  ninety 
colonists,  one  hundred  of  whom  were  trained  and 
expert  soldiers,  three  ships,  seyen  boats,  tw.enty- 
four  pieces  of  ordnance,  three  hundred  muskets 
and  other  arms,  abundance  of  ammunition  and 
tools,  wearing  apparel  sufficient  for  all  their  wants, 
*and  an  ample  stock  of  domestic  anims^s  and  pro- 
visions. 


CAPTAIN    JOHN    SMITH.  345 


CHAPTER  XIU. 

Remarks  an  Captain  Smithes  Admniitratian 
in  Virginia. 

Captain  Smith  resided  a*little, more  than  two 
years  in  Virginia;  during  one  of  which  he  was 
President  of  the  colony.  The  reader,  who  has 
gone  thus  far  with  me^  will  be  enabled  to  form 
a  conceptbn  of  what  he  accomplished,  and  the 
disadvantages  against  which  he  contended.  It  is 
difficult  for  those  who  have  been  reared  on  the  lap 
of  cifvilization/ and  had  wants  created  by  the  facil- 
ities of  gratifying  them,  to  have  a  full  sense  of  the 
labors  and  sufferings  of  the  first  settlers  of  a  new 
country.  Familiar  with  the  luxuries  of  artificial 
life,  they  are  thrown  into  a  situation  wh^re  ani« 
mal  existence  can  hardly  he  supported.  Severe 
and  unremitted  toil  wears  down  the  frame  and 
depresses  the  mind.  Famine  often  lays  siege  to 
them,  and  new  and  strange  diseases  prostrate  their 
strength.  A  vague  sense  of  apprehension  ever 
darkens  their  lot,  and  not  a  leaf  stirs,  but  makes 
them  start  with  the  expectation  of  encountering^ 
some  great  and  unknown  danger. 

The  bright  hopes,  with  which  they  began  their 
enterprise,  ar6  apt  to  languish  and  die ;  and  their 
hearts  faint  under  the  influence  of  that  homesick- 
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ness,  for  which  there  is  no  medicine  but  a  draught 
of  the  air  of  one's  native  land.  To  be  the  suc- 
cessful leader  of  a  band  o[  new  settlers  under 
th&  most  favorable  circumstances,,  requires  an 
extraordinarjF  combination  of  powers.  He  must 
be  able  to  use  his  hands  as  well  as  his  head,  tp 
act  as  well  as  to  command,  to  show  how  things  are 
to  be  done  as  well  as  to  give  directions  to  do 
them.  He  must  be  able  to  awe  the  refractory,  to 
encourage  the  distrustful,  and  to  cheer  up  the 
drooping.  He  must  have  courage,  fortitude;  self- 
command,  and  perseverance;  he  must  be  just, 
yet  not  stem,  dignified,  yet  affiible  and  easy  of 
approach. 

The  Virginia  colony,  and  its  head  in  particular^ 
had  trials  and  perils-  of  a  peculiar  nature  to  en- 
counter, in  additibn  to  those  which  they  might 
naturally  have  expected.  In  the  first  place,  they 
were  surrounded  by  numerous  and  powerful  tribes 
of  Indians,  whose  occupation  was  war,  and  who 
were  organized  into  a  powerful  confederacy  under 
a  ruler  of  extraordinary  resources,  the  idol  of  his 
people,  full  of  courage  and  enterprise,  rivalling 
in  dissimulation  the  most  accomplished  European 
diplomatist ;  and,  if  not  the  implacable  enemy  of 
the  whites,  he  has  been  represented  as  being  still 
very  far  from  their  friend,  and,  with  a  prophetic 
spirit,  apparently  realizing  from  the  first,  that 
their  permanent  residence  and  increase  would  in* 
volve  the  ruin  of  his  own  people. 
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As  we  have  seen,  too,  Captain  Smith  had 
much  to  contend  against  in  the  characters  of  many 
of  the  settlers  themselves,  whom  the  old  world 
seems  to  have  shaken  off,  as  being  too  Worth- 
less and  desperate  to  be  any  longer  tolerated  at 
home.  They  were  Continually  irritating  him  by 
their  surly  opposition,  and  infecting  the  well- 
disposed  by  their  ill  example ;  for  labors  and 
hardships  are  much  lightened  when  they  are 
shared  by  all.  Instead  of  receiving  aid  from  the 
council  at  home,  they  were  to  him  a  source  of 
unmixed  vexation  arid  disappointment. 

Chagrined  by  the  failure  of  >  their  visionary 
hopes,  with  a  truly  consistent  selfishness  they 
abandoned  to  unwarrantable  neglect  the  settlers, 
whom  they  had  sent  into  a  howling  wilderness, 
taking  no  pains  to  provide  for  their  wants,  and, 
by  their  absurd  exactions,  making  the  expeditions 
they  sent  out  to  them  a  tax  and  a  burden. 
Captain  Smith  they  honored  with  peculiar  dislike, 
because  he  preferred  the  interests  of  the  colony 
to  their  own  ;  believing  all  that  his  enemies  could 
say  of  him,  giving  him  repr6of  where  honor  was 
due,  and  finally  depriving  him  of  hfs  command, 
at  the  very  moment,  when  by  his  extraordinary 
exertions,  he  had  established  the  colony  upon  a 
firm  basis,  and  could  look  confidently  forward  to 
its  steady  increase  and  continued  prosperity. 
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It  is  hardly  possible  for  CaptaiD  Smith's  ser- 
vices to  the  colony  to  be  exaggerated.  Nothing 
but  the  force  of  his  character  could  have  con- 
ducted it  through  so  loaoy  difficulties  and  dan- 
gers.  Upon  his  single  life  its  existence  hung, 
and  without  him  the  enterprise  jvould  have  .been 
relinquished  again  and  agaib,  as.  in  the  case  of 
the  setdements  on  the  coast  of  North  Carolina, 
and  the  establishment  of  a  permanent  colony  in 
America  would  have  been  delayed  to  an  inde- 
finite period,  since  every  unsuccessful  attempt 
would  have  been  a  fresh  discouragement  to  such 
an  undertaking.  It  is  easy  to  be  seen  that  be 
embraced  the  interests  of  the  colony  with  the 
whole  force  of  his  fervid  and  enthusiastic  char- 
acter. He  was  its  right  eye  and  its  right  arm* 
In  its  service  he  displayed  a  perseverance,  which 
no  obstacles  could  dishearten,  a  courage,  which 
bordered'  upon  rashness,  and  a  fertility  of  resour- 
ces, which  never  left  him  at  a  loss  for  remedies 
against  every  disaster,  and  for  the  means  of  extri- 
cating himself  from  every  difficulty  and  embar- 
rassment. 

It  is  curious  to  observe  that  he  seemed  not 
only  to  superintend,  but  to  do  every  thing.  His 
official  dignity  never  encumbered  him  when  any 
thing  was  to  be  done.  We  find  him,  at  one  time, 
cutting  down  trees  with  his  own  bands ;  at  another, 
heading  an  exploring  expedition,  venturing,  with  a 
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few  timid  followers  in  an  open  bark,  into  unknown 
regions  densely  peopled  with  savage  tribes;  and 
at  another,  marching  with  a  few  soldiers  to  pro- 
cure provisions,  and  sleeping  on  the  bare  ground 
in  the  depth  of  winter.  He  had  the  advantage 
of  possessing  an  iron  frame  and  a  constitution 
whiph  was  proof  against  sickness  and  exposure ; 
so  that^  while,  others  were  faint,  droojfnng,  and 
weary,  he  was  vigorous,  unexhausted,  ready  to 
grapple  with  danger,  and  contemplating  every 
enterprise  with  cheerful  confidence  in  the  result. 

In  the  government  df  his  colony  he  was  rigid- 
ly impartial,  just,  and,  as  might  be  expected  from 
one  who  had  so  long  been  a  soldier,  strict  even 
to,  sevei(ity.  T^is  was  indeed  one  of  the  objec- 
tions made  to  his  administration  by  the  council  in 
England,  and  it  without  doubt  created  him  many 
enemies  in  Jainestown.  But  the  intelligent  rea* 
der,  will  find  for  him  a  sufficient  apology  in  the 
desperate  character  of  many  of  the  settlers,  and 
in  the  absolute  necessity  of  implicit  iiubordtnation, 
which  their  situation  required. 

The  whole  power-  was  centred  in  his  own 
person,  and  a  refusal  to  obey  him  was  a  refusal 
to  obey  the  laws,  upon  which  their  safety  and 
even  exbtence  depended.  His  severity  arose 
from  a  sense  of  duty,  and  no  one  ever  accused 
him  of  being  wantonly  cruel  or  revengeful.  No 
man  was  more  ready  to  forgive   offences,  aimed 
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at  himself  personally ;  a  striking  prpof  of  wbicb 
b,  that  we  hear  of  no  punishments  being  inflicted 
on  the  dastardly  wretches  who  attempted  to  as- 
sassinate him,  as  he  was  lying  helpless  from  hb 
wounds,  during  th^  laist  days  of  his  administratioD. 

His  conduct  to  the  Indians,  though  not  always 
dictated  by  a  spirit  of  Christian  justice  or  brother- 
hood/ will  be  found  very  honorable  to  him,  if 
tried  by  the  standard  of  the  opinions  of  his  day. 
Here,  too,  hb  apology  must  be  found  in  the  pecu- 
liar circumstances  in  which  he  was  placed.  He 
was  not  the  head  of  a  powerful  body,  meeting 
and  trading  with  the  Indians  aa  terms  of  equal 
ity,  but  of  a  feeble  band,  whom  they,  if  they 
had  known  their  own  strength,  might  have  crush- 
ed in  a  moment.  The  passion  of  fear  b  the 
parent  of  cruelty  and  of  treachery.  It  was  nec- 
essary (or  at  least  It  was  deemed  so)  to  overawe 
the  Indians,  to  strike  terror  into  them ;  and,  if  the' 
means  resorted  to  for  accomphshing  these  ends 
were  not  strictly  justifiable,  there  was  at  least  an 
excuse  for  them. 

The  English  were  also  more  than  once  threat- 
ened with  famine,  while  their  Indian  neighbors 
were  generally  well  supplied  with  provbions ;  and 
reason  and  experience  tell  us  that  starving  men 
will  not  be  very  nice  in  their  expedients  to  obuin 
food,  or  coolly  examine  into  the  right  and  wrong 
of  measures,  when  a  fierce  animal  instinct  b  goad- 
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tng  tfaem  on.  Captain  Smith/ by  his  prudence 
and  firmness,  established  a  most  harmonious  feel- 
ing between  the  two  races. 

The  respect  of  the  Indians  for  him  hardly 
stopped  short  of  idolatry..  His  great  qoalities 
were  evident  to  these  untutored  children  of  na- 
ture, and  their  reverence  was  the  instinctive  hom- 
age which  was  paid  to  innate  superiority.  This  is 
alone  sufficient  to  prove  that  he  never  treated  the 
Indians,  even  as  they  thought,  with  injustice,  cru- 
elty, or  caprice ;  had  it  been  so,  he  never  would 
have  been  so  admired  and  honored  by  a  race  of 
men  who  are  proverbial  for  never  forgettbg  an 
injury. 

The  genuine  merits  of  Captain  Smith,  as  a  pre- 
siding officer,  can  4nly  be  fairly  estimated  by  com- 
paring him  with  others.  We  have  seen  that  when- 
ever he  departs  from  Jamestown  every  thing  is 
thrown  into  confusion,  and  that,  as  soon  as  he  re- 
turns, order  b  restored  and  the  jarring  notes  of  dis- 
cord cease  to  be  beard.  As  none  but  himself  could 
bend  the  bow  of  Ulysses,  so  no  one  was  capable 
of  sustaining  the  office  of  President  for  a  single 
day  but  Captam  Smith.  We  have  seen  in  what 
difficulues  and  embarassments  Captain  Martin  at 
Nansemond  and  Captain  West  at  the  Falls  sever- 
ally involved  themselves ;  and  from  this  specimen 
we  may  draw  "  ominous  conjecture "  of  what 
would  have  been  the  fate  of  the  whole  colony, 
had  either  of  these  gentlemen  been  at  its  head. 
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Compare  also  the  results  of  his  brilliant  expe- 
ditioQ  to  explore  the  Chesapeake  with  Newport's 
pompous  march  into  the  country  of  the  Monacans, 
in  which  his  fiulure  was  as  wretched  as  his  means 
of  success  were  ample.  The  miserable  adven- 
tures of  the  colony,  too,  after  he,  its  niliog  and 
moving  spirit,  had  departed,  are  in  themselves  a 
aplendid  encomium  upon  his  energetic  and  suc- 
cessful administration. 

The  reader  may  have  some  curiosity  to  know 
what  became  of  the  Germans,  whose  treachery 
and  misconduct  we  have  so  often  been  obliged  to 
record.  One  of  them,  by  name  Samuel,  never 
returned  to  the  English  from  the  time  he  first  left 
them,  but  spent  hb  days  in  Powhutan's  service. 
Anotlier,  named  Adam,  returned,  upon  promise 
of  pardon,  at  the  time  of  Yolday's  conspiracy. 
During  the  troubles  in  the  colony  rafter  the  ar- 
rival of  the  last  expedition,  he,  with  another  of 
hb  countrymen,  named  Francb,  taking  advan- 
tage of  the  general  confusion,  fled  again  to  Pow- 
hatan, promising  that  they  wbald  do  wonders  for 
him  at  the  arrival  of  Lord  Delaware.  But  the 
savage  monarch,  with  that  sagacity  and  eleva- 
tion of  character  which  were  peculiar  to  him, 
told  them  that  the  meo,  who  were  ready  to  be- 
tray Captain  Smith  to  him,  would  certainly  be- 
tray him  to  Lord  Delaware,  if  they  could  gain 
any  thing  thereby,  and  immediately  ordered  their 
brains  to  be  beaten  out. 
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As  to  Volday  bimself,  he  contrived  to  go  to 
England,' where  he  imposed  upon  many  merchants 
with  stories  of  the  rich  mines  he  had  discovered 
and  of  how  much  he  could  enrich  them,  so  that 
he  was  sent  out  with  Lord  Delaware ;  but,  his 
real  character  being  discovered  and  his  falsehoods 
detected,  he  died  in  misery  and  disgrace. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

Captain  Smith's  First  Voyage  to  New  England, 

Fboh  the  time  of  Captain  Smith's  departure 
from  Virginia,  till  the  year  1614,  there  is  a 
chasm  in  his  biography.  So  active  a  mind  as 
his  could  not  have  been  idle  during  that  time, 
but,  unfortunately,  no  records  are  preserved  of 
what  he  attempted  or  accomplish^.  We  have 
every  reason  to  suppose  that  his  favorite  subject 
of  settling  the  American  coptinent  occupied  a 
large  portio^n  of  his' time  and  thoughts.  His 
distinguished  reputation,  and  his  great  knowledge 
and  experience  upon  that  head,  would  naturally 
point  him  out  as  the  most  proper  person  in  Eng- 
land to  be  consulted  by  those  who  bad  any 
projects  of  the   kind   in  contemplation,   and   as 

VOL.  II.  23  Hh2 


the  besi  ^alified  to  take  a  pan  in  them  Um- 
seir. 

In  1614,  probaUy  by  his  advice  and  at  bk 
suggestion,  an  expedition  was  fitted  out  by  some 
London  meicbants,  in  the  expense  of  which  he 
also  shared,  lor  Uie  purposes  of  trade  and  dis- 
covery in  Mew  England,  or,  as  it  was  then 
called,  North '  Virginia.  An  attempt  had  been 
made  to  establish  a  colony  on  the  coast  of  Maine, 
by  the  Plymouth  company  as  early  as  1607, 
and  forty-five  individuals  passed  the  winter  there. 
As  the  winter  of  1607  —  8  was  remarkably  se- 
vere all  over  the  Vorld,  we  can  easily  imagine 
their  sufferings ;  and  shall  not  be  surprised  to 
learn,  that  they  abandoned  the  enterprise,  and 
returned  to  illnglaAd  in  the  first  vessel  which 
was  sent  out  to  them.  They  gave  a  most  un- 
&vorable  aocount  of  the  country,  describing  it  as 
cold,  barren,  and  rocky  in  the  extreme.  Dis- 
heartened, it  would  se§m,  by  these  representa- 
tions, the  company  for  some  years  confined  their 
ejSbrts  to  one  or  two  voyages,  the  objects  of 
which  were,  to  eatch  &h  and  traffic  with  the 
Indians,  till,  <^  we  havet  stated,  they  associated 
with  themselves  the  enterprising  genius  of  Cap- 
tain Smith. 

In  March,  1614,  he  set  sail  from  London  with 
two  ships,  one  commanded  by  himself,  an()  the 
other  by  Captain  Thomas  Hunt.     They  arrived. 
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April  30th,  at  the  island  of  Manhegin  on  the 
coast  of  Maine,  where  tbey  built  seven  boats. 
The  purposes,  for  which  they  were  sent,  were  to 
capture  whales  and  to  search  for  mines  of  gold 
or  copper,  which  were  said  to  be  there,  and,  if 
these  failed,  to  make  up  a  cargo  of  fish  and 
fiwrs. 

Of  mines  tbey  found  no  indications,  and  they 
found  whale-fishing  a  '*  costly  conclusion  "  ;  for, 
although  they  saw  many,  and  chased  them  too, 
they  succeeded  in  taking  none.  They  thus  lost 
the  best  part  of  the  fishing  season ;  but,  after 
giving  up  their  gigantic  game,  they  diligently 
employed  the  months  of  July  and  August  in 
taking  and  curing  cod-fish,  an  humble,  but  more 
certain  prey.  While  the  crew  were  thus  em- 
ployed, Captain  Sknith,  with  eight  men  in  a 
small  boat,  surveyed  and  examined  the  whole 
coast,  from  Penobscot  to  Cape  Cod,  trafficking 
with  the  Indiat^s  for  furs,  and  twice  fighting  with 
them,  and  taking  such  observations  of  the  prom- 
inent points,  as  enabled  him  to  construct  a  map 
of  the  country.  He  then  sailed  for  England, 
where  he  arrived  ifi.  August,  within  six  months 
after  his  departure. 

He  left  Captain  Hunt  behind  him,  with  orders 
to  dispose  of  his  cargo  of  fish  in  Spain.  Un- 
fortunately, Hunt  was  a  sordid  and  unprincipled 
miscreant,  who  resolved   to  make  his  country* 
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men  odious  to  the  Indians,  and  thus  prevent  the 
establishmeot  of  a  permanent  colony,  which  would 
diminish  the  large  gains  he  and  a  few  others  de- 
rived by  monopolizing  a  lucrative  traffic.  For 
this  purpose,  having  decoyed  twenty-four  of  the 
natives  on  board  his  ship,  he  carried  them  off  and 
sold  them  as  slaves  in  the  port  of  Malaga. 

History,  fruitful  as  it  b  in  narratives  of  injustice, 
oppression,  and  crimes,  has  recorded  few  acts  so 
infiunous  as  this.  He  was  indignantly  dismissed 
finom  his  office  by  his  employers,  when  they  heard 
of  his  guilt ;  but  this  could  not  undo  the  mischief 
which  had  been  done,  nor  prevent  its  evil  conse- 
quences. The  outrage  sunk  deep  into  the  hearts 
of  the  Indians,  and,  with  the  indiscrimioating  ven- 
geance of  savage  natures,  they  visited  their  wrongs 
in  after  times  upon  innocent  heads,  because  they 
belonged  to  that  hated  race  with  whom  their  ear- 
ly associations  were  so  tragical. 

Captain  Smith,  upon  his  return,  presented  his 
map  of  the  country  between  Penobscot  and  Cape 
Cod  to  Prince  Charles  (afterwards  Charles  the 
First),  with  a  request  that  he  would  substitute 
others,  instead  of  the  "  barbarous  names "  which 
had  been  given  to  particular  places.  Smith  him- 
self gave  to  the  country  the  name  of  New  England, 
as  be  expressly  states,  and  not  Prince  Charles,  as 
is  commonly  supposed.  With  his  request  Prince 
Charles  graciously  complied,  and  made  many  al- 
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teralions  in  the  nomenclature,  which  were  gen- 
eniily  marked  by  good  taste.  The  name  which 
Smith  had  given  to  Cape  Ann,  was  Cape  Traga- 
bigzanda,  iti  honor  of  his  Turkish  mistress,  whom 
I  hope  my  readers  have  not  forgotten.  Those^ 
who  have  occasion  to  pronounce  the  name  fre- 
quently, will  congratulate  themselves  on  the 
change.  Cape  Cod,  the  name  given  by  Gos^ 
Dold,  was  altered  by  the  Prince  to  Cape  James, 
in  honor  of  his  father;  but  posterity  has  per- 
tinaciously adhered  to  the  old,  homely  title,  in 
spite  of  the  double  claims  of  the  n^w  one,  as 
being  the  giame  of  a  king  and  bestowed  by  a 
prince.  With  his  characteristic  modesty,  Smith 
bad  given  bis  own  name  t)nly  to  a  small  cluster 
of  islands,  which  the  Prince  did  not  alter ;  but, 
by  some  strange  caprice,  they  are  now  called  the 
Isles  of  Shoals,  a  change  which  has  neither  jus- 
tice nor  taste  to  reconunend'  it. 

The  first  port,  into  which  Captain  Smith  put 
on  his  return  to  England,  was  Plymouth.  There 
he  related  his  adventures  to  some  of  his  friends, 
"  who,"  he  says,  "  as  I  supposed,  were  interested 
in  the  dead  patent  of  this  unregarded  country." 
The  Plymouth  company  of  adventurers  to  North 
Virginia,  by  flattering  hopes  and  large  promises 
induced  him  to  engage  his  services  to  them.  Up- 
on his  arrival  in  London,  overtures  were  made 
to  him  by  bis  old  employers,  the  South  Virginia 
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company,  who  had  probably,  by  experience  of 
others,  learned  to  form  a  more  just  estimate  of 
bis  merits  and  abilities ;  but  these,  on  accouDt 
ct  his  previous  engagement,  he  was  constrained 
to  declioe.  His  refusal  seems  to  have  given  some 
oflbnce  to  those  whose  good  opinion  he  valued ; 
for  he  takes  pains  to  state,  that  it  proceeded 
from  no  disinclination  to  them  or  their  cause, 
but  he  considered  himself  in  honor  bound  to  the 
Plymouth  company. 


CHAPTER  XV. 

Captain  Smith  Mails  a  Second  Time  for  New 
England,  —  L  taken  by  a  French  Squadron 
and  carried  to  France.  —  Makes  his  Escapei 
—  Arrives  in  England:  —  Publishes  his  De- 
scription of  New  England^ 

When  Captain  Smith  left  Plymouth  for  Lon- 
don, it  was  with  the  understanding  that  he  should 
return  to  the  former  place  at  Christmas  and 
take  charge  of  an  expedition  of  four  ships,  which 
the  company  were  to  furnish  him.  The  London 
company  made  him  an  offer  of  the  same  nature, 
which,  as  we  have  statejd,  he  was  obliged  to  de- 
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dine.  He  endeavored  to  ipduce  the  two  com- 
panies to  fit  out  an  expedition  in  common,  6x 
which  there  were  many  inducements. 

The  Londoners  had  the  most  capita),  but  the 
men  of  Plymouth  were  better  acquainted  with 
the-  art  of  taking  and  curing  fish,  and  could  more 
easily  fit  out  vessels  for  that  object ;  so  that  it  was 
desirable  th^t  funds  should  be  raised  in  London 
i)\  behalf  of  an  expedition  which  should  sail  fi*om 
Plymouth.  Besides,  as  Captain  Smith  says,  "  il- 
is  near  as  much  trouble,  but  much  more  danger, 
to  ssul  firom  London  to  Plymouth,  than  from  Ply- 
mouth to  New  England,  so  that  half  the  voyage 
would  be  thus  saved."  This  project,  though  re- 
commended by  reason  arid  expediency,  could  nev- 
er be  realized  on  account  of  the  absurd  jealousy 
which  the  two  companies  entertained  towards  each 
other,  and  the  unwillingness  of  either  to  give  pre- 
cedence to  the  other. 

Early  in  January,  1615,  Captain  Smith,  with 
two  hundred  pounds  in  his  pocket,  and  attended 
by  six  of  his  friends,  left  London  for  Plymouth, 
expecting  to  find  the  four  ships  waiting  for  him. 
But  his  sanguine  expectations  were  destined  to 
be  tlisappointed.  The  ill  success  of  the  expe- 
dition, which  sailed  the  June  previous  from  the 
Isle  of  Wight,  under  the  command  of  Harley  and 
Holson,  occasioned  by  the  flame  of  excitement 
which  the  outrage  of  Hunt  had  kindled  in  the  In- 
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diaos  had  chilled  the  anl  oT  the  Fl  jmooth  oom- 
paoy**  But  by  the  iodefiuigable  exertions  of 
Captain  Smith,  and  the  liheral  assistance  of  Si 
Ferdioando  Gorges,  Dr.  Sotliflfe,  Dean  of  Exeter, 
and  others,  two  ships  were  prepared  and  equipped, 
one  of  two  hundred  tons,  and  the  other  of  fifty, 
in  which,  besides  seamen,  there  were  sixteen  men 
destined  to  remain  as  settlers. 

They  set  sail  in  March ;  but,  after  they  had 
gone  about  a  hundred  and  twenty  leagues,  they 
encountered  a  violent  storm,  which  separated  the 
two  vessels,  dismasted  Captain  Smith's,  and  oblig- 
ed him  to  return  under  a  jury-mast  to  Plymouth. 
His  consort,  commanded  by  Thomas  Dermer, 
meanwhile  proceeded  on  her  voyage,  and  return- 
ed with  a  profitable  cargo  in  August;  but  the 
object  of  the  enterprise,  which  was  to  effect  a 
permanent  settlement,  was  frustrated. 

Captain  Smith's  vessel  was  probably  found  to 
be  so  much  shattered  as  to  render  it  inexpe- 
dient to  repair  her ;  for  we  ^find  that  he  set  sail 
a  second  time  from.  Plymouth,  on  the  24th  of 
June,  in  a  small  bark  of  sixty  tons,  manned  by 
thirty  men,  and  carrying  with  him  the  saipe  six- 
teen settlers,  he  had  taken  before.  But  an  evil 
destiny  seemed  to  hang  over  this  enterprise,  and 

*  See  Prince's  Chronological  JRgtory  of  JVew  Eng- 
Umd^  p.  \S^  ed.  189a  Belknap's  Life  of  Gcnges,  in  bk 
^Awmican  Biograj^^  Vol.  1,  p.  358. 
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to  make  the  voyage  a  succession  of  disasters  and 
disappointments.  Soon  after  his  departure  he 
was  chased  by  an  English  piriate,  to  whom  his 
crew  importuned  him  to  surrender  without  resis- 
tance ;  which  however  he  disdained  to  do,  though 
be  had  only  four  guns  and  the  pirate  thirty-six. 
The  apprehensions  of  all  parties  were  soon  agree- 
ably and  singularly  dispersed  ;  for  Captain  Smith, 
on  speaking  with  her,  found  that  her.  commander 
and  i^me  of  his  crew  had  been  fellow-soldiers 
with  him  (probably  in  his  Turkish  campaigns), 
and  had  recently  run  away  with  the  ship  from 
Tunis. 

They  were  in  want  of  provisions  and  in  a  mu- 
tinous state,  and  offered  to  Captain  Smith,  either 
to  put  themselves  under  his  command,  or  to  carry 
him,  wherever  he  desired;  but  these  oBevs  were 
declined.  Near  Fayal,  he  met  with  two  French 
pirates,  one  of  two  hundred  tons  and  the  other  of 
thirty.  His  crew  -were  again  panic-stricken,  and 
would  have  surrendered  without  firing  a  gun  ;  but 
Captain  Smithy  whose  impetuous  valor  made  him 
dbregard  the  greatest  odds  against  him,  told  them 
th^t  he  would  rather  blow  up  the  ship,  than  yield 
while  he  had  any  powder  left.  After  a  running 
fight  he  contrived  to  make  his  escape. 

Near  Flores,  he  was  chased  add  overtaken 
by  four  Freqch  men-of-war,  who  had  orders  from 
their  sovereign  to  make  war  upon  the  Spaniards 

ti 
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and  Poitoguese  and  to  seize  pirates  of  all  natioos. 
At  the  oomniaDd  of  the  admiral,  Captaio  Smith 
went  on  board  Iub  ship,  and  showed  him  his  com- 
misBion  under  die  great  6eal>  to  pn»re  that  he 
was  no  pirate.  The  Frenchman  (as  it  was  bis 
interest  to  prevent  anj  settlement  of  English  in 
New  England,  who  might  compete-witb  his  own 
coantiymen  at  Acadia,  in  their  ptoBtaUe  trade 
with  the  natives),  in  open  defiance  of  the  laws  of 
nations,  detained  him  prisoner,  plundered  his 
vessel,  manned  her  with  Frenchmen,  imd  dis- 
poned her  crew  among  the  s^veml  ships  of  the 
fleet.  But,  after  a  few  days,  they  gave  them  back 
their  vessel  and  the.  greater  part  of  their  proviso 
ions,  and  Captain  Smith  made  preparati(»is  for  con- 
tinuing his  voyage^  though  a  great  many  of  the 
crew  were  desirous  of  going  back  to  Plymouth.* 
But  before  they  parted  from  the  French  fleet 
the  admiral  on  some  pretence  sent  for  Captain 
Smith  to  come  on  board  bis  ship,  which  he  did  ac- 
cordingly, alone.  While  he  was  thei^,  the  French 
ship,  seeing  a  strange  sail,  gave  chase,  detaining 
him  on  board ;  and  during  the  next  night  the  dis- 
afiected  part  of  his  own  crew  entered  into  a  plot 
to  turn  their  ship's  head  homeward,  which 
they  accordingly  did,  the  sixteen  landsmen,  who 
were  going  out  as  settlers,  knowing  nothing  of  it, 
till  they  found  themselves  safe  at  Plymouth  again. 
The  abduction  of  Captain  Smith  by  the  French- 


Captain  john   smith. 

mtn  was  undoubtedly  intentional,  being  caused, 
as  Smith  himself  says,  by  the  calumnies  cf  some 
of  his  own  crew,  who  were  anxious  to  be  rid  of 
^him  and  return  home. 

Captain  Smith  soon  found  that  those  who  cap<- 
tured  hitn  were  no  better  than  pirates.  The  ad- 
miraFs  ship  was  separated  from  the  rest  of  the 
fleet  by  a  stotm  and  followed  her  fortunes  alone  ^ 
Her  cruise  was  very  eventfiil  and  lucrative. 
Captain  Smith  had  the  misfortune  to  see  more 
than  one  English  ship  plundered^  without  any' 
means  of  preventing  it.  Whenever  they  fell  in 
with  one  of  these,  they  confined  him  in  the  cab- 
in; but  whenever  they  had  engagements  with 
Spanish  ships,  they  insisted  upon  his  fighting  with 
them.  Having  spent  the  summer  in  this  way, 
they  carried  him  to  Rochelle,  where,  notwith- 
standing their  promises  to  remunerate  him  for  all 
his  losses  by  giving  him  a  share  of  their  prizes, 
they  detained  him  a  prisoner  on  board  a  vessel  in 
the  harbor. 

They  accused  him  of  having  burnt  the  French 
settlements  at  Port.  Royal  in  1613  (which  was 
the  act  of  Captain  Argall),**  and  endeavored  to 
compel  him  to  give  them  a  discharge  in  full  for 
all  demands  before  the  Judge  of  the  Admiralty, 
threatening  him  with  imprisonment  in  case  he 
refused.     While   he   was  deliberating  upon   this 

*  See  Holmes^s  American  Annals^  for  the  year  1613. 
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proposal^  Providence  held  out  to  Iiim  the  means 
of  making  his  escape,  without  any  violence  to 
his  sense  of  justice,  or  any  degradation  to  his 
pride.  A  violent  storm  arose,  whose  ^^  pitiless 
pelting"  drove  all  the  people  below;  and,  as  soon 
as  it  was  dark.  Captain  Smith  pushed  off  from 
the  ship  in  a  boat,  with  a  half-pike  for  an  oar, 
hoping  to  reach  the  shore.  But  he  fell  upon  a 
strong  current  which  carried  him  out  to  sea,  where 
he  was  exposed  to  great  danger,  in  a  small,  crazy 
boat,  when  the  storm  was  so  violent  as  to  strew 
the  coast  with  wrecks.  Twelve  hours  he  passed 
in  this  fearful  state,  expectmg  every  moment  to  be 
swallowed  up  by  the  waves ;  till  by  the  returning 
tide  he  was  thrown  upon  a  marshy  island,  where 
he  was  found  by  some  fowlers,  nearly  drowned 
and  totally  exhausted  with  cold,  fatigue,  and  hun- 
ger. By  pawning  his  boat,  he  found  the-  means 
of  conveyance  to  Rochelle,  where  he  learned 
that  the  ship  which  had  9aptured  him,  with  one 
of  her  prizes  had  been  driven  ashore,  and  the 
captain  and  one  half  the  crew  drowned. 

On  landing  at  Rochelle,  he  lodged,  a  complaint 
with  the  Judge  of  the  Admiralty,  and  supported 
bis  claims  by  the  evidence  of  some  of  the  sailors^ 
who  had  escaped  from  the  wreck  of  the  French 
ship..  We  are  pot  infonned  what  was  the  final 
result  of  this  process;  but  he  received  from  the 
hands  of  the  Judge  a  certificate  of  the  truth  of 
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bis  statement,  which  he  presented  to  the  English 
ambassador  at  Bordeaux.  Both  at  this  place 
and  Rochelle  he  found  much  sympathy,  and 
received  many  friendly  offices ;  among  others,  he 
says,  "the  good  lady  Madam  Chanoyes  bounti- 
fully assisted  me."  He  returned  to  England,  we 
are  not  told  at  what  time,  but  probably  in  the  lat- 
ter part  of  the  year  1615,  and,  proceeding  to 
Plymouth,  took'  measures  to  punish  the  ringleaders 
of  the  mutiny  among  his  crew. 

While  he  bad  been  detained  on  board  the 
French  pirate,  in  order,  as  he  says,  "to  keep  my 
perplexed  thoughts  from  too  much  meditation  of 
my  miserable  estate,"  he  employed  himself  in 
writing  a  narrative  of  his  two  voyages  to  New 
England,  and  an  account  of  .-the  country.  This 
was  published  in  a  quarto  Torm,  in  June,  1616. 
It  contained  his  map  of  the  country,  and  the  de- 
positions of  some  of  the  men,  who  were  on  board 
his  ship,  when  he  was  detained  and  carried  off  by 
the  French,  inserted,  as  he  says,  "lest  my  own 
relations  of  those  hard  events  might  by  some  con-* 
structors  be  made  doubtful,  envy  still  seeking  to 
scandlilize  my  endeavors,  and  seebg  no  power 
but  death  can  stop  the  chat  of  ill  tongues."  As 
a  proof  of  his  indefatigable  zeal  in  the  promotion 
of  his  favorite  object,  he  spent  the  whole  summer 
in  journeying  about  in  the  West  of  Englahd,  dis- 
tributing copies  of  this  book  (seven  thousand  in 

<   Ii2 
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Dumber,  according  to  his  own  account,)  among  all 
persons  of  any  note,  and  endeavoring  to  awaken 
an  interest  m  the  subject  of  settling  America. 
But,  he  says,  *^  all  availed  no  more  than  Uf  hew 
rocks  with  oyster-shells,"  so  desponding  were 
the  minds  of  men  on  account  of  the  ill-success 
which  had  attended  so  many  enterprises  of  that 
nature.  He  reaped,  ^however,  an  abundant  bar- 
vest  of  promises,  and  the .  Plymouth,  company,  in 
token  of  their  respect  for  his  services,  formally 
conferred  upon  him  the  title  of  Admiral  of  Hew 
England. 

Captain  Smith's  work  on  New  England  was 
the  first  to  recommend  that  country  as  a  place  of 
settlement,  and  to  disabuse  the  public  mind  o(  the 
erroneous  impressions  which  had  arisen  from  the 
dismal  accounts  of  the  settlers,  who  bad  returned 
after  the  failure  of  Popham's  expeditiouy'-and  who 
had  represented  the  whole  country  as  a  cold, 
lOcky,  and  barren  waste.  It  is  evidently  written 
in  the  spirit  of  an  advocate,  and  not  of  a  judge, 
and  is  tinged  throughout  with  the  sangume  tem- 
perament or  its  author.  Still  it  is  n^ver  visionary 
or  wild  ;  it  is  fujl  of  good  sense,  accurate  observa* 
tion,  and  a  sagacity  thai  sometimes  almost  assjbm,es 
the  shape  of  prophecy.  No  one  can  read  it  with- 
out admiration  of  this  extraordinHry  man,  in  whom 
the  powers  of  action,  reflection,  and  observation 
were  so  harmoniously  blended.       ( - 
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CHAPTER  XVL 

Fi$tt  of  Pocahontas  to  England.  —  Captatn 
Smith^t  Intevpiew  with  her*  —  D^ath  of  Poeor 
hontas^ 

The  order  of  events  in  the  life  of  Captain 
Smith  agab  associates  him  with  Pocahontas.  Af- 
ter his  departure  firom  Virginia  she  continued 'tp  be 
the  firm  frieild  of  the  settlers^  as  before.  In  1610, 
when  Ratclifie  and  thirty  men  were  cut  o^  by 
Powhatan,  a  boy  named  Henry  Spilman  was 
saved  by  her  means,  and  lived  many  years,  among 
the  Potomacs.  We  next  hear  of  her  in  1612, 
when  Captain  Argall,  who  had  gone  on  a  trading 
voyage  to  the  country  of  the  Potomacs,  learnt 
from  Japazaws,  their  chief,  that  she  was  living  in 
seclusion  near  hipo,  having  focsakea  her  father's 
dominions  and  protection. 

We  are  hot  informed  of  the  reasons  which  in- 
duced her  to  take  this  step.  It  has  been  conjec- 
tured that  her  wbll-known  affection  for  the  Eng- 
Ibh  had  given  displeasure  td  her  &tber,  or  that 
her  sensibility  was  pained  at  wilnessmg  the 
bloody  wars  which  he  waged  against  them,  with- 
out her  having  the  power  ,of  aUeviating  their 
horrors.  When  Captain  Argall  heard  of  this,  he 
perceived  how   advantageous  to  the    settlors  it 
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would  be  to  obtain  poascanon  of  her  penoD,  and 
that  9o  valuable  a  prize  would  enable  tbem  to 
dictate  their  own  tenns  to  Powhatan.  He  pre- 
Tailed  upon  Japazaws  to  lend  him  his  assistance 
in  this  project,  bj  that  most  irre^sdble  bribe  in  an 
Indian's  ejes,  a  copper  kettle ;  assuring  him  at  the 
same  time  that  she  should  not  be  harmed,  and 
that  thej  would  detain  her  only  till  thej  had  con- 
cluded a  peace  with  her  fiither.  The  next  thing 
was  to  induce  her  to  go  on  board  Argall's  ship, 
and  the  artifice  by  which  thb  was  brought  about, 
is  curious  and  characteristic  of  the  Indian  race. 
Japazaws  ordered  his  wife  to  afl^t,  in  the  pres- 
ence of  Pocahontas,  a  great  desire  to  visit  the 
English  ship;  which  she  accordingly  did,  and 
acted  her  part  so  well,  that  when  he  refused  to 
gratify  her  and  threatened  to  beat  her  for  her'  im- 
portunity, she  cried  from  apparent  vexation  and 
disappointment.  Wearied  at  last  by  her  exces- 
bive  entreaties,  he  told  her  that  he  would  go  with 
her  if  Pocahontas  would  consent  to  accompany 
them,  to  which  proposal  she  with  unsuspecting 
good-nature  signified  her  assent.  They  were  re- 
ceived on  board  by  the  captain  and  hospitably 
entertained  in  the  cabin,  *^  Japazaws  treading  oft 
on  the  captain's  foot,  to  remember  he  had  done 
his  part."  When  Pocahontas  was  informed  that 
she  was  a  prisoner,  and  must  go  to  Jamestown  and 
be  detained  till  a  peace  could  be  concluded  with 
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her  father,  9he  wtpt  bitterly,  and  the  old  hypo- 
crite Jkpazaws  and  his  wife  set  up  a  most  dismal 
cry,  as  if  this  were  the  first  intimation  they  had 
ever  had  of  the  plot.  Pocahontas,  however,  soon 
recovered  her  composurci  either  fix)m  the  sweet 
equanimity  of  her  character,  or  hecause  she  felt 
that  her  reception  and  treatment  by  the  English 
could  not  be  any  thing  )}ut  kind  and  friendly. 
The  old  couple  were  jsent  home,  happy  in  the 
pos9ession  of  their  kettle  and  various  toys. 

As  soon  as  Pocahontas  arrived  at  Jamestown,  a 
messenger  was  despatched  to  Powhatan  informing 
him  of  the  fact,  and  that  she  would  be  restored  to 
him  only  on  condition  that  he  should  give  up  all 
his  English  captives,  swords,  muskets,  and  the 
like.  This  was  sad  news  to  Powhatan ;  but  die 
demands  of  the  English  were  so  exorbitant,  that 
he  returned  no  answer  to  their  proposals  for  the 
space  of  three  months.  He  then  liberated  and  sent 
home  seven  of  his  captives,  each  carrying  a  rusty, 
worn-out  musket,  with  a  message,  that  if  they 
would  give  up  his  daughter,  he  would  make  satis- 
fection  ibr  all  the  injuries  he  had  done,  present 
them  with  five  hundred  bushels  of  com,  and  ever 
be  their  fiiend.  It  was  not  thought  expedient 
to  trust  to  his  promises ;  and  an  answer  was 
accordingly  returned  to  him,  that  his  daughter 
should  be  well  treated,  but  that  they  should  not 
restore  her  till  he  sent  back  all  the  arms  which  he 

VOL.  II.  94 


370  AMV&ICAlf     BIOGBAPHT. 

bad  ever,  by  uiy  means,  obtained  from  tbem. 
This  displeased  Powhatan  so  mach,  that  thej 
beard  no  more  irom  him  for  a  kng  time. 

In  the  begmning  of  the  year  16 13,  Sir  Thomas 
Dale,  taking  Pocahontas  with  him,  marched  widi 
a  hundred  and  fifty  men  to  Werovrocomoeo  «► 
tending  to  compel  Powhatan  to^  ransom  his  daog^ 
ter  on  the  proposed  tenn&  The  chief  himself  did 
not  appear ;  but  his  pet^le  rec^v^d  the  English 
with  scornful  bravadoes,  telUng  them,  that  if-  they 
came  to  fight,  they  were  welcome^^  and  should  be 
treated,  as  Cap^in  Ratcliffe  and  his  party  had 
been.  These  were  not  words  to  ^^tum  away 
wrath,"  and  the  boats  were  immedialidy  manned, 
and  a  party  landed,  who  burned  and  laid  wStste 
eveiy  thing  they  could  find,  not  without  resistance 
on  the  part  of  the  Indians.  After  this,  much  time 
was  spent  in  fruitless  negotiation,^  and  in  mutual 
refHnoaches  and  defiance.  Two  brotheis  of  Poca- 
hontas came  to  see  her,  and  were  very  ha[^y  to 
find  her  well  and  contented.  Two  messengers, 
Mr.  John  Rolfe  and  Mr.  Sparks,  were  also  de- 
spatched fixHn  the  English  to  Powhatan.  IWy 
did  not  see  the  chief  himself,  but  were  kindly  tveat- 
ed  by  Opechancanough,  who  promised  them  to 
use  his  influence  with  his  brotber  to  induce  Mm  to 
comply  with  their  wishes.  The  English  w»mn^ 
to  Jamestown  to  attend  to  their  agriouhenral  labors 
without  bringmg  matteis  to  any  definite  result. 
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The  troubles  between  Powhatan  and  the  Elng- 
lish  were  soon  to  be  healed  by  the  intervention 
of  a  certain  blind  god^  who,  if  tales  be  true,  has 
had  a  large  share  in  the  management  of  the  great- 
est coi^cerns  of  t}ie  world.  A  mutual  attachment 
had  long  existed  between  Pocahontas  and  Mr. 
John  Rolfe,  who  is  said  to  have  been  an  '^  hon- 
est gentleman  and  of  good  behavior*"  He  had 
confided  his  hopes  and  fears  to  Sir  Thomas  Dale, 
who  gave  him  warm  encouragement ;  and  Poca- 
hontas had  also  "  told  her  love "  to  one  of  her 
brothers.  Powhatan  was  duly  informed  of  this, 
and  his  consent  requested  for  th^  marriage, 
which  he  immediately  and  cheerfully  •  gave,  and 
sent  his  brother  and  two  of  bis  sons  to  be  present 
at  the  ceremony  and  to  act  as  his  deputies. 

The  mariiage  took  place  in  the  beginning  of 
April,  1613,  and  was  a  most  auspicious  event  to 
the  English.  It  laid  the  foundation  of  a  peaoe 
with  Powhatan,  which. lasted  as  long  as  his  life, 
and  secured  the  friendly  alliance,  of  the  Chicka- 
hominies,  a  brave  and  powerful  race,  who  con- 
sented to  call  themselves  subjects  of  King  James, 
to  assist  the  colonists  in  war,  and  to  pay  an  annujil 
tribute  of  Indian  com. 

In  the  spring  of  1616,  Pocahontas  and  her  hus- 
band accompanijed  Sir  Thomas  Dale  to  England. 
She  had  learned  to  speak  English  during  ber  resi- 
dence in  Jamestown,  had  been  instructed  in  the 
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doctrines  of  Christianity,  and  '^  was  become  very 
ibrmal  and  civil  after  the  English  manner."  They 
arrived  in  England  on  the  12th  of  June,  1616, 
where  her  name  and  merits  had  preceded  her, 
and  secured  her  the  attentions  and  hospitalities 
of  many  persons  of  jrank  and  influence.  As  soon 
as  Captain  Smith  heard  of  her  arrival,  he  address- 
ed the  fidlowing  letter  to  Queen  Anne,  the  wife 
of  James  the  First, 

**  Th  tke  most  high  and  virtuous  Princess  Queen 
Anne  of  Great  Britain. 
*^  Most  adqiired  Queen, 
*^  The  love  I  bear  my  God,  my  king,  and  coun- 
try, bath  so  oft  emboldened  me  in  the  worst  of  ex« 
treme  dangers,  that  now  honesty  doth  constrain 
roe  to  presume  thus  far  beyond  myself,  to  pre- 
sent your  majesty  thb  short  discourse.  If  mgrati- 
tude  be  a  deadly  poison  to  all  honest  virtues,  I 
must  be  guilty  of  that  crime,'  if  I  should  pmit  any 
means  to  be  thankful.  So  it  is,  that  some  ten  years 
ago,  being  in  Virginia,  and  taken  prisoner  by  the 
power  of  Powhatan,  their  chief  king,  I  received 
from  this  great  savage  exceeding  great  courtesy, 
especially  from  his  son  Nantequas,  the  most  manli- 
est, comeliest,  boldest  spirit.  Lever  ^aw  in  a  savage, 
and  his  sister  Pocahontas,  the  king's  most  dear 
and  well-beloved  daughter,  being  but  a  child  of 
twelve  or  thirteen  years  of  age,  whose  compas- 
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sionate,  pitiful  heart,  of  desperate  estate,  gave  me 
much  cause  to  respect  her;  I  being  the  first 
Christian  this  proud  king  €md  his  grim  attendants 
ever  saw ;  and  thus  enthralled  in  their  barbarous 
power,  I  cannot  say  I  felt  the  least  occasion  of 
want  that  was  in  the  power  of  those  my  mortal 
foe$  to  prevent,  notwithstanding  all  their  threats. 

^'  After  some  six  weeks  fatting  amongst  those 
savage  courtiers,  at  the  minute  of  my  execution, 
she  hazarded  the  beating  ovt  of  hex  own  brains  to 
save  mine ;  and  not  only  that,  but  so  prevailed 
with  her  father,  that  I  was  safely  conducted  to 
Jamestown,  where  I  found  about  eight  and  thirty 
miserable,  poor,  and  sick  creatures,  to  keep  pos-* 
session  of  all  those  large  territories  of  Virginia ; 
such  was  the  weakness  of  this  poor  common- 
wealtli,  as,  had  the  savages  not  fed  us,  we  direct- 
ly had  starved. 

"  And  this  relief,  most  gracious  queen,  was 
commonly  brought  us  by. this  lady,  Pocahontas. 
Notwithstanding  all  these  passages  when  incon- 
stant fortune  turned  our  peace  to  war,  this  tender 
virgin  would  still  not  spa^e  to  da^e  to  visit  us ;  and 
by  her  our  jars  have  been  oft  appeased,  and  our 
wants  still  supplied.  Were  it  the  policy  of  her 
father  thus  to  employ  her,  or  the  ordmance  of 
God  thus  to  make  her  his  instrument,  or  her  ex- 
traordinary affection  to  our  nation,  I  know  not. 
-  But  of  this  I  am  sure  ;  when  her  father,  with  the 
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Utmost  of  his  policy  and  power,  sought  to  surprise 
me,  having  but  eighteen  with  me,  the  dark  night 
could  not  affright  her  from  coming  through  the 
irksome  woods,  and  with  watered  eyes  gave  me 
'uitelltgence,  with  her  best  advice  to  escape  his 
fury ;  which  had  he  known,  he  had  surely  slain 
her.  Jamestown,  with  her  wild  train,  she  as  freely 
frequented,  as  her  father's  habitation ;  add,  dur- 
ing the  time  of  two  or  three  years,  she  next  under 
God  was  still  the  instrument  to  preserv0  this 
colony  from  death,  famine,  and  utter  confusion, 
which  if  in  those  times  had  once  been  dissolved, 
Virginia  might  have  Iain  as  it  was  at  our  first 
arrival  to  this  day. 

**  Since  then,  this  business  having  been  turned 
and  varied  by  many  accidents  from  that  I  left  it 
at,  it  IS  most  certain,  after  a  long  and  tfoiiblesorae 
war  after  my  departure  betwixt  her  father  and 
our  colony,  all  which  time  she  was  not  heard 
of,  about  two  years  after  she  herself  was  taken 
prisoner  ;  being  so  detained  near  two  years  longer, 
the  colony  by  that  means  was  relieved,  peace 
concluded,  and  at  last  rejectipg  her  barbarous 
condition,  was  married  to  an  English  gentleman, 
with  whom  at  present  she  is  in  England  ;  the 
first  Christian  ever  of  that  nation,  the  first  Vir- 
ginian ever  spake  English,  or  had  a  child  in  mar- 
riage by  an  Englishman,  a  matter  surely,  if  my 
meaning:  be  truly  considered  and  Well  understoodi 
worthy  a  prince's  understanding. 
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<'Thu%most  gracious  lady,  I  have  related  to 
your  majesty^  what  at  your  best  leisure  our  ap- 
proved histories  will  account  you  at  large,  and 
done  in  the  time  of  your  Majesty's  life ;  afnd 
however  this  might  be  presented  you  from  a  more 
worthy  pen,  it  cannot  comesfrom  a  more  hoftest 
hearty  as  yet  I  never  begged  any  thing  of  the 
state. or  any;  and  it  is  my  want  of  ability  and 
her  :f  xceeding  desert,  your  birlh,  means,  and  au- 
thority, her  birth,  virtue,  want,  and  simplicity 
dcith  make  me  thus  bold,  humbly  to  beseech  your 
majesty  to  take^  this  knowledge  of  her,  though 
it  be  from  one  so  unworthy  to  be  the  reporter  as 
myself,  her  husband's  estate  not  being  able  to 
make  her  fit  to  attend  your  majesty,  The  most 
and  least  I  can  do,  is  to  tell  you  this,  because 
none  hath  so  oft  tried  it  as  myself;  and  the  rather 
being  of  so  great  a  spirit,  however  her  stature. 
If  she  should  not  be  well  received,  seeing  this 
kingdom  may  rightly  have  a  kingdom  by  her 
means,  her  present  love  to  us  and  Christianity 
might  turn  to  ^^such  scorn  and  fury,  as  to  divert 
all  this  good  to  the  worst  of  evil ;  where  finding 
so  great  a  queen  should  do  her  some  honor  more 
than  she  can  imagine,  for  being  so  kind  to  your 
servants  and  .subjects,  would  so  ravish  her  with 
content,  as  endear  her  dearest  blood  to  efifect  that, 
your  majesty  and  all  the  king's  honest  subjects 
most  earnestly  desire.  And  to  I  humbly  kiss 
your  gracious  hands  " 
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Captain  Smith  gives  us  a  few  details  of  the 
lesidence  of  Pocah(»tas  in  England,  and  an  ac- 
count of  hb  own  interview  with  her,  which  the 
leader  will  probably  prefer  to  read  without  any 
alteration.  "  Being  about  this  time  preparing  to 
set  sail  ibr  New  England/'  he  says,  "  I  could  not 
stay  to  do  her  that  service  I  desired  and  she 
well  deserved ;  but  hearing  she  was  at  Branfinrd 
[Brentford]  with  divers  of  my  finends,  I  went  to 
see  her.  After  a  modest  salutation,  without  any 
word,  she  turned  about,  obscured  her  face,  as 
not  seeming  well  contented;  and  m.that  humor, 
her  husband  with  divers  others,  we  all  left  her 
two  or  three  hours,  repenting  myself  to  have  writ 
she  could  speak  English.  But  not  long  aiter, 
she  began  to  talk,  and  remembered  me  well  what 
courtesies  she  had  done  ;  saying,.  'You  did  prom- 
ise Powhatan  what  was  yours  should  be  bis,  and 
he  the  like  to  you ;  you  called  him  father  being 
in  his  land  a  stranger,  and  by  the  same  reason 
so  must  I  do  you ; '  which  though  I  would  have 
excused,  I  durst  not  allow  of  that  title,  because 
she  was  a  king's  4&ughter,  with  a  well-^t  coun- 
tenance, she  said, .'  Were  you  not  afraid  to  come 
into  my  father's  country,  and  caused  fear  in  him 
and  all  his  people  buf^nie,  and  fear  you  here  I 
should  call  you  father?  I  tell  you. then  I  will, 
and  you  shall  call  me  child,  and  so  I  will  be  for 
ever  and  ever  your  countryman.     They^  did  tdl 
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US  always  you  were  dead,  and  I  knew  no  other 
till  I  came  to  Plymouth ;  yet  Powhatan  did  com-* 
mand  Uttamatomakkin  to  seek  you  and  know  the 
truth,  because  your  countrymen  wUl  lie  much.' 
.  ^^  This  savage,  one  of  Powhatan's  council,  be-, 
ing  amongst  them  held  an  understanding  fellow, 
the  King  purposely  sent  him,  as  they  say,  to 
number  the  people  here,  and  inform  him  well 
what  we  were  and  our  state.  Arriving  at  Ply-* 
mouth,s  according  to  his  directions,  he  got  a  long 
stick,  whereon  by  notches  he  did  think  to  have 
kept  the  number  of  all  the  men  he  could  see, 
but  he  was  quickly  weary  of  that  task.*  Com-* 
ing  to  London,  where  by  chance  I  met  him^^ 
having  renewed  our  acquaintance,  where  many 
were  desiroas  to  hear  and  see  his  behavior,  he 
told  me  Powhatan  did  bid  him  to  find  me  out 
to  show  him  our  God,  the  king,  queen,  and 
piince,  I  so  much  had  U^d  them  of.  Concerning 
God,  I  told  him  the  best  I  could ;  the  king,  I 
heard  he  had  seen,  and  the  rest  he  should  sea 
when  he  would.  He  denied  ever  to  have  seen 
the. king,  till  by  circumstances  he  was  satisfied 
he   had.      Then  he  replied  very  sadly,   'You 

.  *  When  he  returned  to  Virginia,  it  is  stated,  that 
Powhatan  asked  him  how  many  people  there  were  in 
England,  and  that  he  replied,  <*  Count  the  stars  in  the  sky, 
the  leaves  on  the  trees,  and  the  sand  upon  the  sea-shore, 
such  is  the  number  of  people  in  England," — ^ith,  p.  144. 
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fs  aai  ^HCB^s  M^estio  booonUf  to  estoem 
viib  tint  kooonlile  hdj,  the 
»i  ik^  boMnfale  lonl,  Iwr 
ochcr  pefsoos  of  good  qual- 
iocs;,  bctk  rcb&ir  it  tlie  nnsks  and  othenrise, 
t?  htr  pwi'sad^ction  aad  eoBtent,  which  doubt- 
les  ^e  wasjd  hive  deserved,  had  she  Hved  to 
Miiie  m  Tx-^iok-" 

IVxaboociSy  or  the  Ladj  Rebeeca,  as  die 
vas  nam  caEed,*  was  liesdned  neYer  to  leave 
t^  coMKn,  which  had  become  her  own  hj  adop* 
tkn,  nor  to  gladdni  agaki  the  nejes  of  her 
^ed    kther,    whose    noe    bf  fife    was    almoBt 

*  Fnin|B  it  m  not  gatenJij  known  that  her  trae  and 
cnsinal  nuie  was  Matoaz  or  Matioaka,  wticb  the  In- 
diaiB  carefbllj  eoneeale^  fiom  the  Engiiah  under  ike 
aaaamed  one  of  PocalMHitafli  baving  a  aapentitioos  no- 
tion, that,  if  tkey  knew  ker  real  name,  they  would  be 
"  >  to  doker  some  miaebie£^£NiCA,  p.  Ida 
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nin.*^  Early  in  the  year  1617^  as  she  was  pre- 
paring to  retumr  to  Virginia^  she  was  taken  sick 
at  Gcajreseod  and  died^  being  then  about  twenty* 
two  years  old*  The  £urmness  and  re^gnation 
with  which  she  met  her  death  bore  testimony 
to  the  sincerity  of  the  religious  pnaciples,  which 
she  had  long  professed. 

It  is  difficult  to  speak  of  the  character  of 
Pocahontas,,  without  falUng  into  extravagance. 
Though  our  whole  knowledge  of  her  is  coofioed 
to  a  few  brilliant  and  striking  incidents,  yet  there 
is  in  them  so  complete  a  consistency,  that  reason, 
as  well  as  imagination,  permits  us  to  construct 
the  whole  character  from  these  occasional  mani- 
festations. She  seems  to  have  possessed  every 
quality  essential  to  the  perfection  of  the  female 
character;  the  most  graceful  aiodesty,  the  most 
winning  sensibility,  strong  affections,  tenderness 
and  delicacy  of  feeling,  dovelike  gentleness,  and 
most  entire  disintereste(jlnes3.  These  beautiful 
qualities  were  not  in  her  nurtured  and  trained  by 
the  ihflueBces  of  refined  life,  but  were,  the  native 
and  spontaneous  growth  of  her  heart  and  soul. 

Her  mind  had,  not  been  formed  and  fed  by 
books^  or  the  conversation  of  the  gifted  and  culti- 
vated ;  the  iiameleds  graces  of  polished  life  had 
not  surrounded  her  from  her   birth   and  created 

•  He  died  in  the  spring  of  liS18,  probably  between 
seventy  and  eighty  years  of  age. 
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that  tact  in  manner  and  depcMrtmenty  and  become 
ing  propriety  in  carriage  and  conversation,  which 
all  well-bred  people,  however  differing  originally 
in  reGnement  and  delicacy  of  perception,  seem 
to  possess  in  about  the  same  degree  ;  nor  had  the 
coarse  fogns  of  actual  life  been,  to  her  eyes,  con* 
oealed  by  the  elegant  drapery  which  civilization 
throws  over  them.  From  her  earliest  yeais 
she  had  been  fiimiliar  with  rude  ways  of  living, 
uncouth  habits,  and  lawless  passions.  Yet  isbe 
seems  to  have  been,  from  the  first,  a  being  dis- 
tinct from  and  unlike  her  people,  though  in  the 
midst  of  them.  She  reminds  one  of  a  delicate 
wild-flower,  growm^  up  in  the  cleft  of  a  rock, 
where  the  eye  can  discern  no  soil  for  its  roots 
to  grasp,  and  sustain  its  slender  stalk.  We 
behold  her  as  she  came  from  the  hands  of  her 
Maker,  who  seems  to  haVe  created  her  in  a 
spirit  of  rebuke  to  the  pride  of  civilization,  giv- 
ing to  an  Indian  girl,  reared  in  the  depths  of  a 
Virginian  forest,  that  symmetry  of  feminine  love- 
liness, which  we  but  seldom  see,  with  all  our 
helps  and  appliances,  and  all  that  moral  machin- 
ery with  which  we  work  upon  the  raw  material 
of  character. 

But  in  our  admiration  of  what  is  lovely  and 
attractive  in  the  character  of  Pocahontas,  we 
must  not  overlook  the  higher  moral  qualities, 
which    command    respect    almost  to  reverence. 
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Moral  courage,  dignity/  and  independence  are 
among  her  most  conspicuous  traits.  Before  we 
can  do  justice  to  them  we  must  take  into  con- 
sideration the  circumstances  under  which  they 
were  displayed.  At  the  time  when  the  English 
first  appeared  in  Virginia,  she  was  a  child  bu| 
twelve  or  thirteen  years  old.  These  formidsb* 
ble  strangers  immediately  awakened  in  the  breasts 
of  her  peoplet  the  strongest  passions  of  hatred 
and  fear,  and  Captain  Smith,  in  particular,  was 
looked  upon  as  a  being  whose  powers  of  injuring 
them  were  irresistible  and  superhuman.  What 
could  have  been  more  natural  than  that  this 
young  girl  should  have  had  all  these  feelings 
exaggerated  by  the  creative  imagination  of  child- 
hood, that' Captain  Smith  should  have  haunted 
her  dreams,  and  that  she  should  not  have  had  the 
^courage  to  kK>k  upon,  the  man  to  whom  her  ex- 
cited fancy  had  given  an  outward  appearance  cor- 
responding to  his  frightful  attributes  ? 

But  the  very  first  act  of  her  life,  as  known  to 
t)s,  puts  her  far  above  the  notions  and  prejudices 
of  her  people,  and  stamps  at  once  a  seal  of  mark*. 
ed  superiority  upon  her  character.  And  from 
this  elevation  she  never  descends.r  Her  motives 
^.te  peculiar  to  herself,  and  take  no  tmge  from  the 
passions  and  opinions  around  her.  She  thinks 
and  acts  for  herself,  and  does  not  hesitate,  when 
.thereto  constrained,  to  leave  her  father,  and  trust 
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br  proleclioii  to  that  respect,  which  was  awaken- 
ed alike  by  her  high  biith  and  high  character 
among  the  whole  Indian  lace.  It  h  certainly  a 
remarkable  combination  which  we  see  in  her,  of 
gentteoeai  and  sweetness  with  strength  of  mind^ 
decision,  and  finn  consistency  of  purpose,  and 
wookl  be  so  in  any  female,  reared  under  the 
most  fevorabie  influences. 

The  kH  of  Pocahontas  may  be  consider^  a 
happy  one,  notwithstanding  the  pang  whkh  her 
aflbctiooaite  nature  must  have  felt,  in  bdng  called 
so  early  to  pait  fiom  her  fauidnnd  and  child. 
h,  was  her  good  fortune  to  he  the  instrument,  in 
ibe  hand  of  Ptovidence,  for  bringiDg  about  a 
league  of  peace  and  amity  between  her  own 
nation  and  the  English,  a  consummation,  most 
agreeaUe  to  her  taste  and  feelings.  The  many 
favors,  wMch  she  bestowed  upon  the  colonists/ 
were  by  them  gratefully  acknowledged,  and  ob- 
tained for  her  a  rich  harvest  of  Mentions  in 
England.  Her  name  and  deeds  have  not  been 
sttfered  to  pass  out  of  the  mbds  of  men,  nor  are 
they  discerned  only  by  the  glimmering  light  of 
tradition.  Captain  Smith  seems  to  hare  repaid 
the  vast  dcftit  of  gratitude  which  be  owed  her,  by 
the  immortality  which  his  eloquent  and  feeling 
pen  has  given  her.  Who  has  nqt  beard  the 
beautiful  story  of  her  heroism,  and  who,  ^at  has 
heard  it,  has  not  felt  his  heart  throb  quick  with 
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generous  admiration?  She  has  become  one  of 
the  darlings  of  history,  and  her  name  is  as  familiar 
as  a  household  word  to  the  numerous  and  power- 
fill  descendants  of  the  '^  feeUe  iblk,'^  whon  die 
protected  znd  befriemled. 

Her  own  blood  flows  in  Ae  yeias  of  many 
honorable  families,  who  trace  back  with  pride 
their  descent. from  this  daughter  c£  z  despised 
people.  She  has  been  a  powerfiil,  though  sileot 
advocate  in  behalf  of  the  raoe  to  wbich  she  be^ 
longed.  Her  deeds  have  covered  a  multitude  of 
their  »ns.  When  di^usted  with  numerous  reci- 
tals of  their  cruelty  and  treachery,  and  about  to 
pass  an  unfavorable  judgment  in  our  sniads  upon 
the  Izidian  character,  at  the  thought  of  Pocaboii>- 
tas  our  '^  rigor  relents."  "  "With  a  softened  beast 
we  are  ready  to  admit  that  tbeie  must  bave  been 
fine  elements  in  a  peofde,  firom  among  whom  suob 
a  befog  could  spring.^ 

*Tlie  child  of  Pocahontas  'was  left  behind  in  England 
and  did^iof  accompany  his  father  to  Virginia,  hifi  tender 
years  rendering  a  sea-voyage  dangerous  and  inexpe- 
dient, without  a  mother's  watchful  care.  He  was  left  in 
charge  of  Sir  Lewis  Steukley,  whose  treacherous  con- 
duct to  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  has  given  him  an  infamous 
notoriety.  Young  Rolfe  was  afterwards  transferred  to 
the  care  of  his  uncle,  Henry  Rolfe,  in  London.  He  came 
to  Virginia  afterwards,  and  was  a  person  of  consequence 
and  consideration  there.  He  left  an  only  daughter,  who 
was  married  to  Colonel  Robert  Boiling,  by  whom  she 
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CHAPTER  XVn. 

Gaptern  SmiUh*s  Examinatum  by  the  Commis' 
sionen  for  the  Reformation  of  Virginia.' — 
JBt  Death.— Hii  Character. 

Gaftaot  Smith,  in  his  account  of  his  interview 
with  Pocahontas  in  the  early  part  of  1617,  speaks 
t)f  his  being  on  the  eve  of  sailing  for  New  England. 
This  confident  expectation  was  probably  founded 
on  a  pioniise  of  the  Plymouth  company  to  send 
hira  out,  in  the  spring  of  that  year,,  with  a  fleet  of 
twenty  ships.  But  this  promise  was  never  kept, 
and  Captab  Smith,  so  &r  as  is  known  to  us,  pass- 
ed the  remainder  of  bis  life  in  England.  But, 
though  his  body  was  there,  bb  spirit  was  in  Amer- 
ica; and  he  was  unwearied  in  his  endeavors  to 
encourage  his  countrymen  to  settle  in  that  country. 

• 
had  an  only  son,  Major  John  Boiling,  who  was  father  to 

Colonel  John  Boiling. and  aeveral  daughters.  These 
were  married  to  Colonel  Richard  Randolph,  Colonel 
John  Fleming,  Dr.  William  Gay,  Mr.  Thomas  Eldridge^ 
and  Mr.  James  Murray.     . 

The  above  is  taken  from  Stith,  who  adds^  *<  that  this 
remnant  of  the  imperial  family  of  Virginia,  which  long 
ran  in  a  single  person,  is  now  increased  and  branched  out 
into  a  very  numerous  progeny."  Her  descendants  are  nu- 
merous in  Virginia  at  this  day.  Among  them,  as  is  well 
known,  was  the  late  gifted  and  eccentric  John  Randolph 
of  Roanoke,  who  was  not  a  little  proud  of  the.  distinction. 
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The  27th  day  of  March,  1622,  was  rendered 
memorable  by  the'  dreadful  massacre  of  the  Eng- 
lisb  settlers  at  JamestowD,  by  the  Indians  under 
the.  direction  and  by  the  instigation  of  Opechan- 
canough,  who  had  succeeded  to  Powhatan's  pow- 
er and  influence  over  his  countrymen,  and  who 
was  compounded  of  treachery,  cruelty,  and  dissim* 
ulation.  The  design,  had  been  for  a  long  time 
formed  and  matured  with  deliberate  skill  and  fore- 
thought. The  English  were  entirely  unsuspicious 
and  defenceless,  and  three  hundred  and  forty-se\ren 
of  them  were  cruelly  slain.  The  massacre  was 
conducted  with  unsparing  and  indiscriminate  barr 
barity.  Six  of  the  council  were  among  the  victims. 

This  disastrous  event  threw  the  whole  colony 
into  mourning  and  gave  to  its  progress  and  pros- 
perity a  blow,  from  the  effects  of .  which  it  was 
long  in  recovering.  The  news  created  a  great 
excitement  in  England,  and  Captain  Smith,  in 
particular,  was  deeply  afiected  by  this  misfor- 
tune, which  happened  to  a  colony,  whose  recent 
flourishing  condition  he  had  contemplated  with  so 
-much  pride  and  satisfaction.  He  was  desirous  of 
going  over  to  Virginia  in  person,  to  avenge  the 
outrage.  He  made  proposals  to  the  company, 
that  if  they  would  allow  him  one  hundred  soldiers 
and  thirty  sailors,  with  necessary  provisions  and 
equipments,  he  woyld  range  the  country  and  keep 
the  savages  under  subjection  and  in  check. 

VOL.  II.  35  Ll 
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[Jpon  this  proposal  there  was  a  diyision  o. 
Dion  in  the  council,  some  being  warmly  in 
Df  of  it,  while  otheis  were  too  avaiicious  and 
»rt-sighted  to  lay  out  present  hionej  for  future 
I  contingent  good.     The  only  answer  which  i 

ptain  Smith  could  obtain  from  them  was,  that 
ir  capital  was  too  much  exhausted  to  undertake 
expensive  a  plan,  that  they  thought  it  was  the 
y  of  the  planters  themselves  to  provide  for  their 
1  defence,  and  that  they  would  give  him  per- 
sion  to  go  on  such  an  enterprise,  provided  he 
ild  be  content  with  one  half  of  the  pillage  for 
share.  This  pitiful  offer  was  rejected  with  the 
tempt  which  it  deserved..  Captain  Smith  says 
would  not  give  twenty  pounds  for  all  the  pil- 
3,  which  could  be  obtained  from  the  savages  in 
nty  years. 

Phe  calamities  of  the  colony  in  Virginia  and 
dissensions  of  the  company  in  England  having 
n  represented  to  King  James,  a  commission 
1  issued  on  the  9th  of  May,  1623,  under  the 
It  seal  of  England  to  certain  of  the  Judges  and 
sr  persons  of  distinction,  seven  in  number,* 
ng  authority  to  them,  or  any  four  of  them,  to 
mine  the  transactions  of  the  company  from  its 
establishment,  report  to  the  Privy  Council  all 
vances  and  abuses,  and  suggest  any  plan  by 
ch  they  might  be  remedied,  and  the  affairs  of 
colony  be  well   managed   in   future.     Seve- 
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ral  questions  were  propounded  by  these  com- 
missioners to  Captain  Smith,  which,  together 
with  bis  answers,  be  has  himself  preserved. 
These  answers  are  marked  by  his  usual  good 
sense,  sagacity,  and  perfect  knowledge  of  the 
subject.  He  ascribes  the  misfortunes  of  the 
colony  to  the  rapid  succession  of  governors,  to  the 
numerous  and  costly  offices  with  which  they 
were  burdened,  and  to  the  fact  that  their  afiairs 
ill  England  were  managed  by  an  association  far  too 
numerous  to  be  efficient,  the  majority  of  whom 
were  bent  upon  nothing  but  their  own  gain. 

Ad  is  well  known.  King  James,  in  1624, 
dissolved  the  Virginia  company,  arrogated  to 
himself  their  powers,  and  issued  a  special  com- 
mission, appointing  a  governor  and  twelve  coun- 
sellors, to  whom  the  whole  government  of  the 
colony  was  intrusted,  and  making  no  provision 
for  a  house  of  representatives.  His  death  tak- 
ing place  soon  after.  King  Charles  immediate- 
ly upon  his  accession  to  the  throne,  published  a 
proclamation,  in  which  he  signified  his  entire  as- 
sent to  the  changes  iptroduced  into  the  admin- 
istration of  the  colony  by  his  father,  and  his 
determination  to  make  its  government  depend 
entirely  upon  himself.  He  declared,  that  the 
whole  administration  should  be  vested  in  a 
council,  nominated  and  directed  by  himself,  and 
responsible  to  him  alone. 
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The  death  of  Captain  Smith  occurred  in  1631, 
at  London,  in  the  fifty-second  year  of  fab  age. 
We  know  nothing  of  the  circumstances  which 
attended  it,  and  we  are  equally  ignwant  of 
bb  domestic  and  personal  history;  with  whom 
he  was  related  and  connected,  where  he  resid- 
ed, what  was  the  amount  of  hb  fortune,  what 
were  hb  habits,  tastes,  personal  appearance,  man- 
ners, and  conversation,  and,  in  general,  of  those 
persional  detaib  which  modest  men  commonly 
do  not  record  about  themselves. 

From  the  fact  (hat  he  expended  so  much  money 
in  behalf  of  the  great  objects  of  his  life,  and  par- 
ticularly in  the  publication  and  dbtribution  of 
hb  pamphlets,  we  may  infer  that  be  was  inde- 
pendent in  his  circumstances,  if  not  wealthy. 
For  his  labors  and  sacrifices  he  never  received 
any  pecuniary  recompense.  In  a  statement  ad- 
dressed to  his  Majesty's  commissioners  for  the 
reformation  of  Virginia,  and  written  probably 
about  1624,  be  says,  that  he  has  spent  five  years 
and  more  than  five  hundred  pounds,  in  the  ser- 
vice of  Virginia  and  New  England  ;  yet,  he  adds, 
"  in  neither  of  those  two  countries,  have  I  one  foot 
of  land,  nor  the  very  house  I  builded,  nor  the 
ground  I  digged  with  my  own  hands,  nor  ever  any 
content  or  satisfaction  at  all,  and  though  I  see 
ordinarily  those  two  countries  shared  before  me 
by  them  that  neither  have  them,  nor  know  them 
but  by  ray  descriptions." 
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A  very  superficial  acquaintance  with  the  events 
of  Captain  Smith's  life  will  be  sufficient  to  con- 
vince any  one  that  he  was  a  man  cast  in  an  un- 
common mouldy  and  formed  alike  for  the  planning 
and  conducting  of  great  enterprises.  He  bad  that 
happy  combination  of  qualities,  which  gave  sym- 
metry to  his  character,  and  enabled  him  to  assume 
the  most  important  duties  and  responsibilities. 
His  constitutional  courage  was  tempered  with  cool- 
ness and  self-command.  The  warmth  and  enthu- 
siasm of  his  temperament  never  perverted  the 
soundness  of  his  judgment.  His  zeal  was  not  a 
transient  flame,  quenched  by  the  first  experience 
of  difficulty  and  danger,  but  a  deep-seated,  inde- 
structible principle,  which  gained  strength  from 
opposition  and  vigor  from  defeat. 

The  perseverance  with  which  he  prosecuted 
his  enterprises  equalled  the  ardor  with  which  he 
undertook  them.  His  energy  was  so  great  and 
overflowing,  that  he  could  not  be  confined  to  any 
one  sphere  of  duty.  We  see  him  at  the  same 
time  performing  the  offices  of  a  provident  gover- 
nor, a  valiant  soldier,  and  an  industrious  laborer, 
capable  alike  of  commanding  and  executing.  He 
dreaded  nothing  so  much  as  repose,  inactivity,  and 
ease.  He  seemed  to  court  the  dangers,  toils,  and 
sufferings,  which  other  men  shrink  from,  or  en- 
counter only  from  a  sense  of  duty.  His  resources 
increase  in  proportion  to  the  extent  of  the  demand 
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made  upon  tbem.  As  the  stonn  darkens  flroaiid 
him  hb  spirit  grows  more  bright  aod  serene,  aud 
that,  which  appak  and  disheartens  others,  only 
animates  him.  It  was  lus  good  fortune  to  have  a 
vigorous  mind  seconded  by  an  equally  vigorous 
body.  He  had  a  '^soul  of  fire'^  enclosed  in  a 
*' frame  of  adamant/'  and  was  thus  enabled  to 
endure  and  accomplish  whatever  his  adventurous 
spirit  impelled  him  to. 

If  we  were  called  upon  to  say  what  was  his 
ruling  and  characteristic  trait,  we  sdiould  reply, 
enthusiasm,  using  that  word  in  its  highest  and 
best  sense,  as  the  quality  which  leads  a  man  to 
devote  himself  to  some  great  and  good  object  with 
courage,  constancy,  and  self-abandonment,  and  to 
exert  in  its  advimcement  and  behalf  all  the 
energies  of  his  nature,  undaunted  by  natural  ob- 
stacles, unruffled  by  opposition,  and  uninfluenced 
by  the  insinuations  of  the  malicious,  the  open  vio- 
lence of  enemies,  and  the  lukewarmness  of  selfish 
friends.  For  the  first  thirty  years  of  his  life,  we 
see  him  without  any  predominant  object  of  inter- 
est or  pursuit,  obeying  the  impulses  of  a  fiery 
valor  and  a  restless  spirit  of  enterprise,  "  seeking 
the  bubble  reputation"  in  desperate  skirmishes  in 
an  obscure  corner  of  Elurope,  eagerly  embracing 
every  opportunity  of  exposing  himself  to  danger 
and  of  winning  glory,  prodigal  cf  Kfe  and  covetous 
of  honor.     Yet,  in  all  the  scene    of  his  checkered 
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career,  he  is  animated  by  those  high  and  romantic 
motives,  which  must  extort  admiration  from  even 
those,  who  look  upon  war  as  a  crime  and  mihtary 
renown  as  a  worthless  bawble.  There  is  nothing 
selfish  or  mercenary  ia  his  conduct ;  he  does  not 
belong  to  the  Dugald  Dalgetty  school  of  heartless 
and  ruffianly  adventurers,  making  a  trade  of  blood 
and  ani(^ious  only  fo|r  pay  and  ^^provant."  He 
was  a  generous  and  higbminded  soldier,  who 
fought  for  the  battle  aad  not  for  the  spoils,  and 
who  gave  to  the  cause  he  espoused,  not  only  his 
sword,  but  his  entire  soul  and  heart. 

But,  fortunately  for  himself  and  for  the  world, 
in  his  early  manhood  be  was  induced  to  devote 
himself  to  the  settlement  of  America,  an  object 
attractive  enough  to  keep  his  imaginatipn  per- 
petually kindled,  and  vast  enough  to  task  all 
his  powers,  the  prosecution  of  which  unfolded 
in  him  high  qualities  of  mind  and  character,  that 
the  iron  routine  of  the  camp  could  never  have 
called  forth,  and  which  secured  him  a  peaceful 
glory,  far  more  durable  and  valuable  than  the 
laurels  of  a  hundred  victories.  Henceforward 
this  great  interest  absorbed  and  monopolized  him. 
It  supplied  the  place  of  friends,  kindred,  and  do- 
mestic ties.  He  embraced  it  and  labored  for  it 
wi(b  ^  difl|iiY(efesfedqes3  ^d  a  sense  of  duty,  wor- 
thy both  of  himself  and  of  the  cause.  He  never 
made  it  the  means  of  securing  pecuniary  gain  or 
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worldly  advanceinent,  being  content  to  point  out 
to  others  the  way  to  wealth,  while  he  remained 
poor  himself.  He  never  coveted  official  dignity ; 
and,  when  he  obtained  it,  he  made  it  no  excuse 
for  indolence  or  self-indulgence,  and  did  not  re- 
gard it  as  of  so  delicate  a  texture  as  to  render  a 
dignified  and  lofty  seclu^on  necessary  to  preserve 
it  unimpured.  He  was  never  actuated  by  the 
motives  or  spirit  of  a  hireling. 

We  have  seen  him  in  Virginia  struggling  against 
a  host  of  difficulties,  contending,  not  only^  with 
those  natural  obstacles  which  he  might  reason- 
ably have  expected,  but  with  mutiny,  treachery, 
and  disaffection  in  the  colony  and  base  injustice 
and  persecution  at  home ;  yet  never  abandoning 
his  post  in  disgust  and  despair,  but,  for  the  sake 
of  the  settlement,  doing  every  thing  and  suffering 
every  thing.  And  what  was  his  conduct  on  his 
return  ?  He  showed  no  peevish  resentment  and 
betrayed  none  of  the  irritation  of  disappointment. 
He  never  magnified  his  own  wrongs  nor  the  iJl- 
treatment  of  the  company.  He  did  not  write 
pamphlets  to  beg  of  the  public  the  consolation  of 
their  sympathy,  and  to  pour  into  "the  general  ear 
the  tale  of  his  great  merits  and  great  neglect.  His 
conduct  was  magnanimous,  dignified,  and  noUe. 
Strong  in  the  confidence  of  innocence,  he  made 
no  appeal  and  attempted  no  justification.  He 
oontiqued;  as  before,  the  active  and  zealous  friend 


CAPTAtN    JOHN    SMITH.  898 

of  the  colony  at  Jamestown,  and  of  all  similar 
projects. 

He  frequently  volunteered  his  own  personal 
services,  and  twice  sailed  to  the  coast  of  New 
England.  By  the  writing .  and  distribution  of 
pamphlets,  and  by  personal  exertions,  he  diffused 
information  among  all  classes  upon  the  subject  of 
America ;  enforcing  eloquently  its  advantages  as 
a  place  either  for  trade  or  for  permanent  settle- 
ment, and  appealing,  in  its  behalf,  to  avarice,  am- 
bition, enterprise,  and  that  noble  spirit  of  benevo- 
lent self-sacri6ce,  which  dwelt  in  bosoms  kindred 
to  his  own.  Never  was  a  scheme  for  obtaining 
wealth  or  personal  aggrandizement  pursued  by 
any  individual  with  more  fervor  and  singleness  of 
purpose,  and  never  was  one  crowned  with  more 
splendid  success,  though  he  himself  ^^  died  before 
the  sight." 

Captain  Smith  must  have  been  something 
more  than  mortal,  had  he  possessed  so  many 
brilliant  and:  substantial  good  qualities  without 
any  tincture  of  alloy.  The  frankness  of  his 
character  reveals  to  us  his  faults  no  less  than  his 
virtues.  He  was  evidently  a  man  of  an  impa- 
tient and  irritable  temperament,  expecting  to  find, 
in  every  department  of  life,  the  prompt  and  un- 
hesitating character  of  military  obedience.  He 
had  keen  sensibility  and  lively  feelings,  and  was 
apt  to  regard  as  studied  neglect  or  intentional  hos- 
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tSity^  what  was  in  fact  osiy  lukewann  indiffer- 
ence. His  conviction  of  the  importance  of  dis- 
cipline and  subordinatioii  made  him  sometimes 
imperious  and  tyrannical.  The  energy  and  de- 
cbion  of  his  character  led  him  sometimes  to  adopt 
questionable  means  to  secure  a  desired  result. 
His  high  spirit  and  independence  made  him  per- 
haps unnecessarily  rough  and  haughty  in  his 
communications  to  his  superiors  in  station  and 
authority. 

Nothing  is  more  difficult,  than,  in  our  inter- 
course with  those  above  us  in  rank,  influence,  or 
consideration,  to  hit  that  exact  medium  of  deport- 
ment, which  is  demanded  alike  by  self-respect  and 
by  respect  to  others,  and  which  is  equally  removed 
from  slavish  fawning  and  from  the  unbending  stiff* 
ness  generated  by  undue  notions  of  self-importance. 
We  have  Captain  Smith's  own  authority  that  he 
had  a  great  many  enemies.  These  were  un- 
doubtedly made  by  his  haughty  bearing,  his  un- 
compromising freedom  of  speech,  the  warmth  of 
his  temper,  and  the  impatience  of  his  blood. 
His  resentments  were  lively,  his  antipathies  strong, 
and  prudence  had  never  dictated  to  him  to  refrain 
from  the  expression  of  them. 

There  b  one  circumstance  which  may  serve 
to  palliate  some  of  these  weaknesses  in  Captain 
Smith.  His  birth  was  nothing  more  than  re- 
spectable in  an  age  when  the  greatest  importance 
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was  attached  to  nohility.  It  is  easy  to  perceive 
that  this  peculiarity  in  his  fortunes  may  have  pro- 
duced in  him  a  soreness  of  feeling  and  jealousy 
of  temper ;  may  have  made  him  suspicious  and 
fiearfuly  lest  he  should  not  receive  from  others  the 
respect  and  consideration^  which  he  k^ew  were 
due  to  bis  personal  merit.  This  inequality  be- 
tween one's  lot  and  one's  merits  and  wishes  is 
a  severe  trial  of  character,  and,  in  men  of  high 
spirit,  is  apt  to  beget  a  morbid  sensitiveness  and 
pride,  a  surly  independence  of  manner,  and  a 
painful  uneasiness  lest  their  dignity  should  be 
ruffled  by  too  familiar  contact.  To  this  source  is 
undoubtedly  to  be  ascribed  much  of  that  tart- 
ness of  expression  which  we  find  frequently  in  his 
writings,  and  of  that  haughtiness  which  we  hav& 
every  reason  to  suppose  was  characteristic  of  his 
deportment. 

Those  who  have  read  this  biography  will,  I 
think,  be  ready  to  allow,  that  the  debt  of  gratitude 
which  we  of  this  country  owe  to  Captain  Smith 
can  hardly  be  exaggerated.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  (and  perhaps  Richard 
Hakluyt)  no  one  did  so  much  towards  colonising 
and  settling  the  coast  of  North  America.  The 
State  of  Virginia,  is  under  peculiar  obligations  to 
him  as  its  virtual  founder ;  since,  without  bis  re- 
markable personal  qualities  and  indefatigable  ex- 
ertions, the  colony  at  Jamestown  could  never  have 
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looL  Li  reuGn^  the  history  of  his  ad- 
we  are  made  to  feel  in  regard  to 
as  «pe  do  in  regard  to  Washingtoo,  when  we 
Bphte'tbe  events  of  the  American  Revoh- 
that  he  was  a  being  spedaOy  appcxnted  bj 
dirine  IVoridence  to  aooomplish  the  work  in- 
crssled  to  him.  He  was  exactly  fitted  for  tbe 
pbee  which  he  fiUed,  and  not  one  of  his  many 
remarkahle  gifis  codd  have  been  spared  witboot 
agiiuii&  detriment* 

His  claims  upon  the  gntitiide  o(  the  people  of 
New  England  are  haidly  infeiior.     He  was  the 
fint  to  peroeife  the  advantages  held  out  by  it  as 
a  piaoe  of  settlement,  in  spite  of  its  bitter  skies 
and  iron  boond  coast,  and  to  correct  the  enone- 
oos,  onbvonble  impressions  prevalent  concemiDg 
it.    Though  he  himself  had  no  direct  share  in 
the  settlement  of  Hymouth,  yet  without  doubt 
it  was  owing  to  the  interest  which  had   been 
awakened  by  his  writings  and  personal  exertions, 
that  the  ranks  of  the  cdonists  were  so  soon 
swelled  by  those  accessions  of  men  of  character 
and  sabstance,  which  gave  them  encouragement 
and  insured  them  prosperity  and  success.    It  was 
the  peculiar  good  fortune  of  Captain  Smith  to 
stand  in  so  interesting  a  relation  to  the  two  oldest 
States  in  the  Union,  and  through  them  to  the 
northern  and  southern  sections  of  the  eeuntry. 
The  debt  of  gratitude  du^  him  is  national  and 
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American,  and  so  should  his  glory  be.  Wher- 
ever upon  this  continent  the  English  language  is 
spoken,  his  deeds  should  be  recounted,  and  his 
memory  hallowed.  His  services  should  not  only 
be  not  forgotten,  but  should  be  ^^  freshly  remem- 
bered." His  name  should  not  only  be  honored 
by  the  silent  canvass,  and  the  cold  marble,  but 
his  praises  should  dwell  living  upon  the  lips  of 
men,  and  should  be  handed  down  by  fathers  to* 
their  children.  Poetry  has  imagined  nothing  more 
stirring  and  romantic  than  his  life  and  adventures, 
and  History,  upon  her  ample  page,  has  recorded 
few  more  honorable  and  spotless  names. 


NOTE. 


It  k  a  pnof  of  the  veiamlflitj  of  Gqilam  Skmth's  pow- 
•n»  dHly  after  haTini^  peaaed  ao  manj  yeais  in  stirring  - 
and  eieutful  acttoo,  he  was  aUe  to  sit  quietly  down  in 
the  antnam  of  life,  and  cooipoee  book  after  book,  as  if 
he  had  never  fone  beyoiid  the  walk  of  his  stndj.  It  is 
Ibctonate,  both  lor  na  and  for  his  own  ftune,  that  he  was 
able  to  handle  the  pen  as  well  as  the  sword,  to  describe 
what  he  had  ohserted  and  experienced,  and  to  be  at  once 
the  champion  and  the  herald. 

He  published,  in  1619,  <«  A  Map  of  Virginia,  with  a 
Dcauiption  of  the  Coontrej,  the  Commodities,  People, 
Gofenunent,  and  Religion.  Written  by  Captaine  Smith, 
Bometinies  Goavemor  of  the  Coontrey.  Whereunto  is 
annexed  the  Proceedings  of  those  Colonies  since  their 
first  Departure  firom  England,  with  the  Discourses,  Ora- 
tions, and  Relations  of  the  Salvages,  and  the  Accidents 
that  befell  them  in  all  their  Joumies  and  Discoveries,  &c. 
by  W  &  [William  Simons.]  Quarto.  Oxford."  The 
**  Proceedings,"  dLC  is  separately  printed  with  a  distinct 
title  and  paging,  and  an  Address  signed  *<  V.  Abbay." 
The  above  title  is  copied  from  Mr.  Rich's  catalogue. 
There  is  a  copy  of  the  same  work  in  Colonel  Aspin- 
wall's  collection. 
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In  1620,  he  published  a  pamphlet  entitled  <<  JWt0  Er^- 
land*8  IhiaU,  declaring  the  Successe  of  26  Ships  em- 
ployed thither  within  these  Six  Yeares."  A  second  edi- 
tion of  the  same  work  was  published  in  16S2  with  this 
title;  ^JSTew  England' 8  TriaU^  declaring  the  Success  of 
80  Ships  employed  thither  within  these  Eight  Years." 
An  extract  from  this  work  is  contained  in  Purchas,  (Vol. 
IV.  p.  1B37.)  There  is  no  copy,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  of 
either  of  these  editions  in  America. 

In  1626,  ha  published  the  following  work ;  «  The  Gen- 
eraU  Historie  of  Fti^ntet,  JVkw  England,  and  th^  Sum- 
mer Isles,  with  the  Names  of  the  Adventurers,  Planters, 
and  Governours,  from  their  first  Beginning,  An.  1584,  to 
this  present  1626.  With  the  Proceedings  of  those  Sev- 
erall  Colonies,  and  the  Accidents  that  befell  them  in  all 
their  Journyes  and  Discoveries.  Also  tlie  Maps  and  De- 
scriptions of  all  those  Country  es,  their  Commodities,  Peo- 
ple, Government,  Customes,  and  Religion,  yet  knowne. 
Divided  into  Six  Bookes.  By  Captaine  John  Smith, 
sometymes  GoVemour  in  those  Countries  and  AdmiraU 
of  New  England.^  There  are  copies  of  this  work  with 
the  dates  1627  and  1632,  but  Mr.  Rich  states,  that  they 
are  apparently  the  same  edition  with  merely  an  altera- 
tion m  the  title-page.  A  great  part  of  it  had  been 
printed  in  1625,  by  Purchas  in  his  <<  Pilgrims."  *  It 
is  a  compilation  made  np  of  the  previously  written 
tracts  of  Captain  Smith  and  a  great  number  of  journals, 
letters,  and  narratives  by  his  friends  and  companions. 

*  I  find  in  Colonel  Aspinwairs  Catalogue  the  following 
woik ;  "  Smith's  History  of  Vir^nia,  fo.  cf  gt.  front,  maps 
and  pits,  large  paper.  Lord  Rich's  copy.  London.  16^.'* 
If  this  date  be  correct  it  would  seem  that  the  "  General  Hia- 
tory  "  was  published  two  years  earlier  than  has  been  gener- 
ally supposed. 
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R  comiMM  the  wiiole.of  the  ^DueripHon  qf^hw  Bag 
iand,**  the  greater  part,  if  not  the  whole  of  ^  Ae»  Eng- 
knuPs  TWolff,"  and  ftobably  the  whole  of  the  woik  on 
Virgiiii*,  printed  at  Oxford  in  1612.  The  poKtiops  of 
it  written  -by  Captain  Smith  are  thus  subflcribed ;  ^  Joim 
Smith  writ  this  with  his  owne  hand."  The  whole  of  the 
second  and  sixth  books  are  written  by  him,  but  to  the 
other  four  books  he  stands  only  in  the  relation  of  edifeor, 
intermixing  occasionally  his  own  observations  and  reflec- 
tions with  the  narratives  which  he^  coDeoted  and  ar- 
vanged.  The  third  book,  which  contains  the  history  of 
the  colony  at  Jamestomi  iuring  Oaptain  Smith's  resi* 
denoe  there,  and  from  which  I  have  so  frequently  quoted, 
is  staled  to  be  *  extracted  from  the  authors  following,  by 
William  Simons,  Doctour  of  Divinitie."  It  is  a  little  cu« 
rious,  that  the  narratives  in  this  oompilation  of  Simoos's 
are  none  of  them  written  by  one  individual  For  in- 
stance, a  chapter,  detailing  the  events  which  took  place 
in  Captain  Smith's  first  expedition  to  survey  the  Chesa- 
peake, is  said  to  be  written  by  Walter  Russell,  Anas 
Todkill,  and  Thomas  Momford ;  and  the  nekt  one  in 
order,  giving  an  account  of  the  second  expedition  for  the 
same  purpose,  is  subscribed  by  A&lony  Bagnall,  Nathan- 
iel Powell,  and  Anas  Todkill.  This  accounts  for  the 
fact,  thai  in. quoting  from  this  book,  I  have  not  mentioned 
the  name  of  any  author.  The  work  is  dedicated  to  the 
Duchess  of  Richmofid. 

There  are  a  great  many  copies  of  commendatoiy 
verses,  some  prefixed  to  the  first,  and  some  subjoined,  to 
the  third  and  fifth  books  of  this  History,  which  were 
written  mostly  by  his  personal  friends.  Some  of  these 
are  very  curious  (particulariy  one  by  Furchas,  which  is 
stuffed  full  of  learning  and  extravagant  conceits),  though 
not  very  smooth  or  poetical.  In  subjoining  those  to  the 
third  book,  Qaptain  Smith  says,  "  Now  seeing  there  is 
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much  paper  here  to  spare,  that  you  should  not  be  alto- 
gether cloyed  with  prose,  such  verses  as  my  worthy 
firiends  bestowed  upon  New  England,  I  here  present 
you,  because  with  honesty  I  can  neither  reject  nor  omit 
their  courtesies."^  His  own  prose  will  be  found  more 
poetical  than  his  friends'  poetry. 

This  << General  History'*  is  repiinted  in  the  thirteenth 
volume  of  Pinkerton's  Collection' of  Voyages.  A  perfect  , 
copy  sliould  contain  an  engraved  title-page,  with  the 
portraits  ot  Elizabeth,  James  the  First,  and  Charles  the 
First ;  four  maps,  one  of  Virginia,  Dne  of  Old  Virginia, 
(part  of  North  Carolina,)  with  five  plates  in  the  compart- 
ments, representing  Captain  Smith's  adventures  among 
the  Indians ;  (these  two  are  reprinted  in  the  Richmond 
edition  ;)  a  map  of  the  Somers'  Islands  with  a  view  of 
the  forts;  and  map  of  New  England  with  a  portrait  of 
Captun  Smith  in  one  corner;  also  a  portrait  of  the 
Duchess  of  Richmond  and  another  of  Pocahontas.  Mr. 
Rich  says,  <^The  original  portraits  of  Mataoka  (Pocahon- 
tas) and  the  Duchess  of  Richmond  are  rarely  found  in 
the  book,  but  are  sometimes  supplied  by  well  executed 
modem  fac*similes."  There  are  two  copies  of  this  work 
in  the  Library  of  Ihrvard  University,  one  with  the  date 
1626  and  the  other  16S2,  neither  of  which  is  perfect. 

In  1630  he  published  '<  The  true  Travelsj  Mventures^ 
and  Observaiums  of  Captaine  John  Smiihj  in  Europe^ 
Asia,  Jtffricoj  and  America^  from  1593  to  1629.  Togeth- 
er with  a  Continuation  of  his  Generall  History  of  Vir- 
ginia, Summer  Isles,  New  England,  and  their  Proceed- 
ings, since  1634  to  this  present  1629 :  aa  also  of  the 
new  Plantations  of  the  great  River  of  the  Amazons,  the 
Isles  of  ^t.  Christopher,  Mevis,  and  Barbadoes  in  the 
West  Indies."  In  his  Dedication  to  the  Earl  of  Pem- 
broke he  observes,  that  he  bw  be^  induced  to  publish 
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r  icfj  credilBye 

As  X  ML  3tf  wirr  ■  IHt  i 

STTvm.  «s  X  ■uL»apaB  a  aea  of  ketengeBeoos 

hnOM  and 

•wv  nnrft  ir  tfae  jr^iiim  tm,  vim  kare  thm  given  to  the 
llL2^x^  a  m  c^*a9  a^  acrcaaUe  tan^  wvrka  iaterestiDg' 
«:  «^«rv  \  m  I'm  mm  ani  iniiiy  iiMr  to  one  who  desires 
If  W  v<fC  a  »!■■  md  vkk  osr  cailf  katoij,  wbich  in 

u»f IT  ^M-^jnl  lA  I  ■■  aie  vety  eummiiie  and  difficolt 

to   W  CQCUBpd. 

TV?  ^Htt^snTorfirtfpaeesiif  As  "Geneial  Histo- 
iT*  eoBCasaed  in  dias  eAkm,  aie  devoted  to  an  accoimt 
of  tke  MUkinuH  aft  Plrmostk;  and  in  tiie  ^ContiniUi- 
taca"^  ^vkKk  k  prefixed  to  kis  TVmKis,  AittmhartSj  (^., 
k:t  xmas  tke  coochiding^  portioB  of  the  Riclunond  edi- 
tkin)  he  fii«B  a  rerj  hrief  iketch  of  their  proceedings 
ftoto  leM  to  ItiSa    In  this  he  says  that  New  England 
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had  always  been  represented  as  a  rocky,  barren  country^ 
till  his  aceount  of  it  was  published,  which  had  raised  its 
credit  so  high  that  forty  or  fifty  sail  had  gone  there  every 
year  to  trade  and  fish;  but  that  nothing  had  been  done 
to  estahlish  a  settlement,  '^till  about  some  hundred  of 
your  Brownists  of  England,  Amsterdam,  and  Leyden 
vent  to  New  Pljrmouth,  whose  humorous  ignorances 
caused  them,  for  more  than  a  year,  to  endure  a  wonder- 
ftd  deal  of  misery  with  an  infinite  patience." 

Captain  Smidi,  a  man  of  the  world  and  a  soldier,  loyal 
in  his  feelings,  and  probably  a  member  of  the  Church  of 
England,  could  not  appreciate  the  motives  which  led  to 
the  settlement  at  Plymouth.  The  high  religious  enthu-' 
siasm,  made  morbid  in  some  instances  by  persecution, 
could  not  appear  to  him  as  any  thing  else  than  wild 
fiuiaticisnL  But,  though  not  capable  of  sympathizing 
with  them,  he  regarded  their  settlement  with  lively  inter- 
est, as  is  proved  by  the  narrative  of  their  proceediDgs  for 
the  first  four  years  contained  in  his  <<  General  History," 
and  the  remarks  he  makes  upon  it  He  is  sanguine  in 
his  anticipations  of  their  complete  and  final  success,  and 
says,  that  if  there  were  not  an  Englishman  left  in  Ameri- 
ca, he  would  begin  the  colonizing  of  the  country  again 
notwithstanding  all  that  he  had  lost  and  sufiiered. 

In  1631  there  appeared  firom  his  pen  the  following  work. 
^^Mvertisemenis  for  the  unexperienced  Planters  of  JSTew 
England^  or  any  where.  Or,  the  Pathway  to  Experience 
to  erect  •  Plantaiion,  With  the  yearely  Proceedings  of 
this  Country  in  Fishing  and  Planting,  since  the  Yeare 
1614  to  the  Yeare  1630,  and  their  present  Estate.  Also 
how  to  prevent  the  greatest  Inconveniences,  by  their 
Proceedings  in  Virginia  and  other  Plantations,  by  ap- 
proved Examples.  With  the  Countries  Armes,  a  De- 
scription of  the  Coast,  Harbours,  Habitations,   Land- 
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to  kiB  Botioiis  of 
I  ■Dt  m  Hide.  And 
ito^hoaor  to  tiie 
Cheyeafared  their 
( «f  Gofcmor  Winthrop 
K  KnK  <€"  1^  kcf^ot  M^TMwtwi  wmk  R^iecL  He  at- 
>»«<»  to  tos  *GcMnl  fiistaiT"  oeeaanall j, in  winch, 
W  »j^  «Br  aaj  mi  «f  mtmf  «8tniige  actioiiB  and 
i  to  aoi  opkmuf  capacity  miglii  rather  aeem 
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miracles  thaa  wonders  possibly  to  be  effected;  which 
though  they  are  but  wound  up  as  bottoms  of  fine  silk, 
which  with  a  good  needle  might  be  flourished  into  a  far 
larger  work,  yet  the  images  of  great  things  are  best  dis« 
cemed,  contracted  into  smaller  glasses." 

A  further  and  more  extended  notice  of  this  work 
would  be  superfluous,  as  it  has  lately  been  reprinted  by 
the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  in  their  Collec- 
tions (Third  Series,  Vol.  HI.),  and  tiius  rendered  acces- 
sible to  all  who  feel  an  interest  in  the  subject  There 
is  a  copy  of  the  original  edition  of  this  work,  in  the 
library  of  Harvard  University. 

It  has  been  generally  supposed  that  the  literary  labors 
of  Captain  Smith  were  confined  to  subjects  connected 
either  with  his  own  personal  adventures,  or  with  America 
and  the  settlements  established  there ;  but  such  is  not 
the  fiict  In  1626,  he  published^' <<  .^n  Accidence,  or  the 
Patkufoy  to  Experience,  necessary  for  aU  young  Seamen  f 
and,  in  1627,  ^A  Sea  Grammar,  with  the  plaine  Es^osi- 
tion  of  Smithes  Accidence  for  young  Seamerh,  enlarged/* 
Of  this  latter  work  a  second  edition  was  published  in 
1653,  and  a  third,  with  additions,  in  1692.  He  alludes  to 
this  work  once  or  twice  in  his  other  writings.  In  his 
**  Advertisements,"  &C.,  he  says,  <^  Of  all  fabrics  a  snip 
is  the  most  excellent,  requiring  more  art  in  building, 
rigging,  saUing,  trimming,  defending,  and  mooring,  with 
such  a  number  of  several  terms  and  names  in  continual 
not  understood  of  any  landman,  as  none  would  think  of, 
but  some  few  that  know  them,  for  whose  better  instruc- 
tion I  writ  my  Sea  Grammar."  In  the  Dedication  of  his 
^  Travels,  Adventures,  and  Observations  "  to  the  Earl  of 
Pembroke,  he  says,  **My  Sea  Grammar  (caused  to  be 
printed  by  my  worthy  Mend  Sir  Samuel  Saltonstall)  hath 
found  such  good  entertainment  abroad,  that  I  have  been 
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I  to  let  tine  also  ytm 


For  libe  msmhI  «f  tlie  two  voks  last  menlioiied  1 
^  ■i^ri  «»  UmmkM^  «Bihliofnpbei'«  MamnL" 
iV.^m  a  seuigttct  m  tlie  *  AJwitiMineBtH,*  4ftc.  (jiri»« 
::Kftt^  a  ItSIL  tiK  yrar«r  fcii  4eatb»)  it  BeeiuB  tkat  Cap- 
iMn  S^Mk  wi  thes  cagf  cJ  upom  m  worky  which  he 
<M>tft»  '>>Jbtoi3i«f  At  S^*uhI  which,  as  it  was  nev- 
er f«b^Mte^w«i  pMhiMy  left  imfinwhwH  at  his  dea&. 
Thm  aia  twa  worha  aMiftnl  to  Captun  Smithy  ia 
TTirli  '  Bribiiii^hii  a  ITiifliBBii  i  "(lliri  1  i  ii  lii  ill  in  lli  i  li  1J 
vikicft  v«rr  aot  vnitea  hf  hBa» 

T^  eifcai  %%  which  hme  heen  wade  fipaaa  thft  writings 
at'  C^pfeaiBL  SiMth>  wiB  hmMb  the  reader  to  fbna  a  tder- 
ah&y  eavact  ayauiBaf  ha  Bentaaawiitet;  UwiUbe 
aa»ix  tfcat  he  ■lUia  Kha  >  im  af  ae«ae,  uhaenatioii,  and 

hcc  «h»  hae  Warn  tmiMd  to  the  aea  of  the  award  md 
agt  or'  th#  paa.  Theie  is  a  RMgh  vigor  and  energy  in 
h»  ftrW  ihaiiilai'rtii  af  the  van,  hut  it  wants  the 


dearacaa  and  folah  af  a  ytaBtiapd  writer.  He  hetrays 
ia  It  the  initohihty  of  hia  toafeiaaaen^  and  he  oses  no 
«!&««  phiaaia  to  eipRaa  his  diiplnaauit  and  djagiist 
UK  ow»  aahaaadad  «ctiri^  vade  him  have  aa  patience 
with  sioth^  inhecihtjv  uA  prociastiBatioB.  He  could  net 
ae^  thiaf^  f^xunfT  ^wag>  and  he  adani.  Bot  it  is  irapos- 
aihie  to  rmI  any  of  his  woihs  wilhuut  peiceiving  that 
he  waa  larje^  endowed  hy  natnre^  a  man  of  lively  sen- 
sihtlitiaB  and  of  e«nlT  eacited  hlood,  with  maiqr  of  the 
ekoento  which  go  to  lonn  the  poetical  chatacter.  His 
writiJi^  ahound  with  pictares^ne  nad  eto^nant  paaaages, 
and  %ith  ejqireeBkMis  fon  af «  native  gvaoe  which  Qoine- 
tilia»  hinaelf  ceold  never  have  taught 
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He  was  alive  to  the  beautiful  and  grand  in  the  out- 
ward world,  as  his  animafed  descriptions  testify;  and, 
above  all,  his  style  is  characterized  by  fervor,  earnest- 
ness, and  •enthusiasm.  His  heart  is  in  every  thing 
which  he  writes,  His  mind  is  warmed  and  kindled  by 
the  contemplation  of  his. subject,  and  it  is  impossible  to 
read  any  of  his  works  (after  being  accustomed  to  his 
antiquated  diction)  without  ourselves  catching  a  portion 
of  their  glow.  If  he  has  not  the  smoothness,  he  has 
not  the  monotony  of  a  professed  man  of  letters.  His 
style  has  the  charm  of  individuality.  It  has  a  picture- 
like vividness  arising  from  the  circumstance,  that  he 
describes,  not  what  he  has  heard,  but  what  he  has  seen 
and  experienced. 

Reading  his  tracts,  as  we  do  now,  with  the  commenta- 
ry which  the  lapse  of  two  centuries  has  given  them,  we 
cannot  but  wonder  at  the  extent  of  his  knowledge,  the 
accuracy  of  his  observation,  and  the  confidence,  amount- 
ing almost  to  inspiration,  witli  which  he  makes  predic- 
tions, which,  it  is  needless  to  say,  have  been  most  amply 
fulfilled.  Had  he  done  nothing  but  write  his  books,  we 
should  have  been  under  the  highest  obligations  to  him ; 
and  the  most  impartial  judgment  would  have  assigned 
to  him  an  honorable  station  among  the  authors  of  his 
age. 
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It  compniee  the  ifholejf>{  the  "^DuenpUon  ^A*ew  Eag 
hmdj*  the  greater  part,  if  not  the  whole  of  **  JVeiv  Eng*- 
luMfTf  TriaU^  and  ynbaUy  the  whole  of  the  woik  on 
Virginit,  printed  at  Oxford  in  1612.  The  poitioiis  of 
it  written  by  Captain  Smith  are  thus  eabsciibed ;  ^  John 
Smith  writ  this  with  his  owne  hand.^  The  whole  of  the 
second  JBuad  sixth  books  ave  written  by  him,  but  to  the 
other  four  books  he  stands  only  in  the  relation  of  editor, 
intermixing  occasionally  his  own  observations  and  reflec* 
tioDs  with  the  narratives  which  he.  collected  and  ar- 
ranged. The  third  book,  which  contains  the  history  of 
the  colony  at  Jeiaestowji  iuring  Captain  Smith's  resi- 
denoe  there,  and  from  which  I  have  so  frequently  quoted, 
]s  stated  to  be  *^  extracted  fom  the  authors  following,  by 
William  Simons,  Doctour  of  Divinitie."  It  is  a  little  cu« 
rious,  that  the  narratives  in  this  oompilation  of  Simoos's 
are  none  of  them  written  by  one  individual  For  in- 
stance, a  chapter,  detailing  the  events  which  took  place 
in  Captain  Smith's  first  expedition  to  survey  the  Chesa- 
peake, is  said  to  be  written  by  Walter  Russell,  Anas 
Todkill,  and  Thomas  Momford ;  and  the  nekt  one  in 
order,  giving  an  account  of  the  second  expedition  for  the 
same  purpose,  is  subscribed  by  Afllony  Bagnall,  Nathan-  * 
iel  Powell,  and  Anas  Todkill.  This  accounts  for  the 
fact,  that  in  quoting  from  this  book,  I  have,  not  mentioned 
the  name  of  any  author.  The  work  is  dedicated  to  &e 
Duchess  of  Richmond. 

There  are  a  great  many  copies  of  commendatory 
verses,  some  prefixed  to  the  first,  and  some  subjoined  .to 
the  third  and  fifth  books  of  this  History,  which  were 
written  mostly  by  his  personal  friends*  Some  of  these 
are  very  curious  (particulady  one  by  Purchas,  which  is 
stufied  full  of  learning  and  extravagant  conceits),  though 
not  very  smooth  or  poetical.  In  subjoining^  those  to  the 
third  book,  Qaptain  Smith  says, «« Now  seeing  there  is 
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much  paper  here  to  spare,  that  you  should  not  be  alto- 
gether cloyed  with  prase,  such  verses  as  my  worthy 
friends  bestowed  upon  New  Eflgland,  I  here  present 
you,  because  with  honesty  I  can  neither  -reject  nor  omit 
their  courtesies.'^  His  own  prose  will  ba  found  more 
poetical  than  his  friends'  poetry. 

This  *<  General  HiErtx>ry"  is  reprinted  in  the  thirteenth 
Tolume  of  Pinkerton's  Collection^  of  Voyages.  A  perfect  , 
copy  fliK>uld  contain  an  engraved  title-page,  with  the 
portraits  <j£  Elizabeth,  James  the  First|  and  Charles  the 
First ;  four  maps,  one  of  Virginia,  Xme  of  Old  Virginia, 
(part  of  North  Carolina,)  with  five  plates  in  the  compart- 
ments, representing  Captain  Smith's  adventures  among 
the  Indians ;  (these  two  are  reprinted  in  the  Richmond 
edition ;)  a  map  of  the  Somers'  Islands  with  a  view  of 
the  forts ;  and  map  of  New  England  with  a  portrait  of 
Captun  Smith  in  one  comer;  also  a  portrait  of  the 
Duchess  of  Richmond  and  another  of  Pocahontas.  Mr. 
Rich  says,  ''The  original  portraits  of  Mataoka  (Pocahon- 
tas) and  the  Duchess  of  Richmond  are  rarely  found  in 
the  book,  but  are  sometimes  supplied  by  well  executed 
modem  fac-similes."  There  are  two  copies  of  this  work 
in  the  Library  of  Harvard  University,  one  with  the  date 
1626  and  the  other  1632,  neither  of  which  is  perfect 

In  1630  he  published  '« The  trite  Travels,  Mventures^ 
and  Obaervatums  of  Capiaine  John  SmUhf  in  Europe, 
Asia,  AffHea,  and  America,  from  1S93  to  1629.  Togeth- 
er with  a  Continuation  of  his  Generall  History  of  Vir- 
ginia, Summer  Isles,  New  England,  and  their  Proceed- 
ings, since  1624  to  this  present  1629 :  aa  also  of  the 
new  Plantations  of  the  great  River  of  the  Amazons,  the 
Isles  of  St  Christopher,  Mevis,  and  Barbadoes  in  the 
West  Indies."  In  his  Dedication  to  the  Earl  of  Pem- 
broke he  observes,  that  he  hai  be^  induced  to  publish 
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